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zation  and  improvement  in  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts,  and  have  led 
to  many  unfortunate  acts  of  domestic  strife,  against  which  the  government 
is,  bound,  by  the  treaty  of  1835,  to  protect  them.  Their  unfortunate  inter- 
nal dissensions  had  attracted  the  notice,  and  excited  the  sympathies  of  the 
whole  country,  and  it  became  evident  that  if  something  was  not  done  to 
heal  them,  they  would  terminate  in  a  sanguinary  war,  in  which  other 
tribes  of  Indians  might  become  involved,  and  the  lives  and  property  of  our 
own  citizens  on  the  frontier  endangered.  I  recommended,  in  my  message  to 
Congress  on  the  13th  of  April  last  [1846],  such  measures  as  I  then  thought 
it  expedient  should  be  adopted  to  restore  peace  and  good  order  among  the 
Cherokees,  one  of  which  was  a  division  of  the  country  which  they  occupy, 
and  separation  of  the  tribe.  This  recommendation  was  made  under  the 
belief  that  the  different  factions  could  not  be  reconciled,  and  live  together 
in  harmony — a  belief  based,  in  a  great  degree,  upon  the  representations  of 
the  delegates  of  two  of  the  divisions  of  the  tribe.  Since  then,  however, 
there  appears  to  have  been  a  change  of  opinion  on  this  subject  on  the  part 
of  these  divisions  of  the  tribe ;  and,  on  representations  being  made  to 
me,  that,  by  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  hear  and  investigate  the 
causes  of  grievance  of  the  parties  against  each  other,  and  to  examine  into 
their  claims  against  the  government,  it  would  probably  be  found  that  an 
arrangement  could  be  made  which  would  once  more  harmonize  the  tribe, 
and  adjust,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  their  claims  upon,  and  relations  with, 
the  United  States,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  appoint  three  persons  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  commissioners  entered  into  an  able  and  laborious  investiga- 
tion ;  and,  on  iheir  making  known  to  me  the  probability  of  their  being  able 
to  conclude  a  new  treaty  with  the  delegates  of  all  the  divisions  of  the 
tribe,  who  were  fully  prepared  to  make  any  new  arrangement  which  would 
heal  all  dissensions  among  the  Cherokees,  and  restore  them  to  their  an- 
cient condjtion'pf  peace  and  good  brotherhood,  I  authorized  and  appointed 
them  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  these  delegates  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  object.  I'he  treaty  now  transmitted  is  the  result  of  their 
labors,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  Congress ;  and, 
if  carried  out  in  good  faith  by  all  parties  to  it,  it  is  believed  it  will  effect 
the  great  and  desirable  ends  had  in  view. 

Accompanying  the  treaty  is  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  and  also  a 
conamunication  to  them  from  John  Ross  and  others,  who  represent  what  is 
termed  the  government  parly  of  Cherokees,  and  which  is  transmitted,  at 
their  request,  for  the  consideration  of  the  senate. 
102 
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FOURTH    ANNUAL    MESSAGE, 
December  5,  1848. 

FelloW'Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : — 

Under  the  benignant  providence  of  Almighty  God,  the  representatives 
of  the  states  and  of  the  people  are  again  bronght  together  to  deliberate  for 
the  public  good.  The  gratitude  of  the  nation  to  the  sovereign  arbiter  of  all 
human  events,  should  be  commensurate  with  the  boundless  blessings  which 
we  enjoy. 

Peace,  plenty,  and  contentment,  reign  throughout  our  borders,  and  our 
beloved  country  presents  a  sublime  moral  spectacle  to  the  world. 

The  troubled  and  unsettled  condition  of  some  of  the  principal  European 
powers  has  had  a  necessary  tendency  to  check  and  embarrass  trade,  and 
to  depress  prices*  throughout  all  commercial  nations  ;  but  notwithstanding 
these  causes,  the  United  States,  with  their  abundant  products,  have  felt 
their  effects  less  severely  than  any  other  country,  and  all  our  great  inter- 
ests are  still  prosperous  and  successful.  . 

In  reviewing  the  great  events  of  the  past  year,  and  contrasting  the  agi- 
tatea  and  disturbed  state  of  other  countries  with  our  own  tranquil  and  happy 
condition,  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  that  we  are  the  most  favored 
people  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  While  the  people  of  other  countries  are 
struggling  to  establish  free  institutions,  under  which  man  may  govern  him- 
self, we  are  in  the  actual  enjoyment  of  them — a  rich  inheritance  from  our 
fathers.  While  enlightened  nations  of  Europe  are  convulsed  and  dis- 
tracted by  civil  war  or  intestine  strife,  we  settle  all  our  political  controver- 
sies by  the  peaceful  exercise  of  the  rights  of  freemen  at  the  ballot-box.  The 
great  republican  maxim  so  deeply  engraven  on  the  hearts  of  our  people, 
that  the  will  of  the  majority,  constitutionally  expressed,  shall  prevail,  is 
our  sure  safeguard  against  force  and  violence.  It  is  a  subject  of  just  pride, 
that  OUT  fame  and  character  as  a  nation  continue  rapidly  to  advance  in  the 
estimation  of  the  civilized  world.  To  our  wise  and  free  institutions  it  is  to 
be  attributed,  that  while  other  nations  have  achieved  glory  at  the  price  of 
the  suffering,  distress,  and  impoverishment,  of  their  people,  we  have  won 
our  honorable  position  in  the  midst  of  an  uninterrupted  prosperity,  and  of 
an  increasing  individual  comfort  and  happiness.  I  am  happy  to  inform 
you  that  our  relations  with  all  nations  are  friendly  and  pacific.  Advanta- 
geous treaties  of  commerce  have  been  concluded  within  the  last  four  years 
with  New  Grenada,  Peru,  the  Two  Sicilies,  Belgium,  Hanover,  Olden- 
burg, and  Mecklenburg-Schwerin.  Pursuing  our  example,  the  restrictive 
system  of  Great  Britain,  our  principal  foreign  customer,  has  been  relaxed  ; 
a  more  liberal  commercial  policy  has  been  adopted  by  other  enlightened 
nations,  and  our  trade  has  been  greatly  enlarged  and  extended.  Our 
country  stands  higher  in  the  respect  of  the  world  than  at  any  former  pe- 
riod. To  continue  to  occupy  this  proud  position,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
preserve  peace,  and  faithfully  adhere  to  the  great  and  fundamental  princi- 
ple of  our  foreign  policy,  of  non-interference  in  the  domestic  concerns  of 
other  nations.  We  recognise  in  all  nations  the  right  which  we  enjoy  our- 
selves, to  change  and  reform  their  political  institutions  according  to  their 
own  will  and  pleasure.  Hence  we  do  not  look  behind  existing  govern- 
ments, capable  of  maintaining  their  own  authority.     We  recognise  all 
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duch  actual  governments,  not  only  from  the  dictates  of  true  policy,  but 
from  a  sacred  regard  for  the  independence  of  nations. 

While  this  is  our  settled  policy,  it  does  not  follow  that  we  can  ever  be 
indifferent  spectators  of  the  progress  of  liberal  principles.  The  govern-, 
ment  and  people  of  the  United  States  hailed  with  enthusiasm  and  delight 
the  establishment  of  the  French  republic,  as  we  now  hail  the  efforts  in 
progress  to  unite  the  states  of  Germany  in  a  confederation,  similar  in  many 
respects  to  our  own  federal  Union.  If  the  great  and  enlightened  German 
states,  occupying,  as  they  do,  a  central  and  commanding  position  in  Eu- 
rope, shall  succeed  in  establishing  such  a  confederated  government,  secu- 
ring at  the  same  time  to  the  citizens  of  each  state  local  governments 
adapted  to  the  peculiar  condition  of  each,  with  unrestricted  trade  and  in- 
tercourse with  each  other,  it  will  be  an  important  era  in  the  history  of 
human  events.  While  it  will  consolidate  and  strengthen  the  power  of 
Germany,  it  must  essentially  promote  the  cause  of  peace,  commerce,  civ- 
ilization, and  constitutional  liberty,  throughout  the  world. 

With  all  the  governments  on  this  continent  our  relations,  it  is  believed, 
are  now  on  a  more  friendly  and  satisfactory  footing  than  they  have  ever 
been  at  any  former  period. 

Since  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico, 
our  intercourse  with  the  government  of  that  republic  has  been  of  the  most 
friendly  character.  The  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  to  Mexico  has  been  received  and  accredited,  and  a  diplo- 
matic representative  from  Mexico  of  similar  rank  has  been  received  and 
accredited  by  this  government.  The  amicable  relations  between  the  two 
countries  which  had  been  suspended  have  been  happily  restored,  and  are 
destined,  I  trust,  to  be  long  preserved.  The  two  republics,  both  situated 
on  this  continent,  and  with  coterminous  territories,  have  every  motive  of 
sympathy  and  of  interest  to  bind  them  together  in  perpetual  amity. 

This  gratifying  condition  of  our  foreign  relations  renders  it  unnecessary 
for  me  to  call  your  attention  more  specifically  to  them. 

It  has  been  my  constant  aim  and  desire  to  cultivate  peace  and  commerce 
with  all  nations.  Tranquillity  at  home  and  peaceful  relations  abroad  con- 
stitute the  true  permanent  policy  of  our  country.  War,  the  scourge  of 
nations,  sometimes  becomes  inevitable,  but  is  always  to  be  avoided  when 
it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  rights  and  honor  of  a  nation. 

One  of  the  most  important  results  of  the  war  into  which  we  were  recently 
forced  with  a  neighboring  nation,  is  the  demonstration  it  has  afforded  of 
the  military  strength  of  our  country.  Before  the  late  war  with  Mexico, 
European  and  other  foreign  powers  entertained  imperfect  and  erroneous 
views  of  our  physical  strength  as  a  nation,  and  of  our  ability  to  prosecute 
war,  and  especially  a  war  waged  out  of  our  "own  country.  They  saw  that 
our  standing  army  on  the  peace  establishment  did  not  exceed  ten  thousand 
men.  Accustomed  themselves  to  maintain  in  peace  large  standing  armies 
for  the  protection  of  thrones  against  their  own  subjects,  as  well  as  against 
foreign  enemies,  they  had  not  conceived  that  it  was  possible  for  a  nation 
without  such  an  army,  well  disciplined  and  of  long  service,  to  wage  war 
successfully.  They  held  in  low  repute  our  militia,  and  were  far  from  re- 
garding them  as  an  effective  force,  unless  it  might  be  for  temporary  defen- 
sive operatiotis  when  invaded  on  our  own  soil.  The  events  of  the  late 
war  with  Mexico  have  not  only  undeceived  them,  but  have  removed  erro- 
neous impressions  which  prevailed  to  some  extent  even  among  a  portion 
of  our  own  countrymen.    That  war  has  demonstrated,  that  upon  the  break 
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ing  out  of  hostilities  not  anticipated,  and  for  which  no  previous  preparation 
had  been  made,  a  volunteer  army  of  citizen-soldiers  equal  to  veteran  troops, 
and  in  numbers  equal  to  any  emergency,  can  in  a  short  period  be  brought 
into  the  field.  Unlike  what  would  have  occurred  in  any  other  country,  we 
were  under  no  necessity  of  resorting  to  draughts  or  conscriptions.  On  the 
contrary,  such  was  the  number  of  volunteers  who  patriotically  tendered  their 
services,  that  the  chief  difficulty  wis  in  making  selections  and  determin- 
ing who  should  be  disappointed  and  compelled  to  remain  at  home.  Our 
citizen-soldiers  are  unlike  those  drawn  from  the  population  of  any  other 
country.  They  are  composed  indiscriminately  of  all  professions  and  pur- 
suits :  of  farmers,  lawyers,  physicians,  merchants,  manufacturers,  mechan- 
ics, and  laborers ;  and  this,  not  only  among  the  officers,  but  the  private 
soldiers  in  the  ranks.  Our  citizen-soldiers  are  unlike  those  of  any  other 
country  in  other  respects.  They  are  armed,  and  have  been  accustomed  from 
their  youth  up  to  handle  and  use  firearms  ;  and  a  large  proportion  of  them,  es- 
pecially in  the  western  and  more  newly-settled  stales,  are  expert  marksmen. 
They  are  men  who  have  a  reputation  to  maintain  at  home  by  their  good 
conduct  in  the  field.  They  are  intelligent,  and  there  is  an  individuality  of 
character  which  is  found  in  the  ranks  of  no  other  army.  In  battle,  each 
private  man,  as  well  as  every  officer,  fights  not  only  for  his  country,  but 
for  glory  and  distinction  among  his  fellow-citizens  when  he  shall  return  to 
civil  life. 

The  war  with  Mexico  has  demonstrated  not  only  the  ability  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  organize  a  numerous  army  upon  a  sudden  call,  but  also  to  pro- 
vide it  with  all  the  munitions  and  necessary  supplies  with  despatch,  con- 
venience, and  ease,  and  to  direct  its  operations  with  efficiency.  The 
strength  of  our  institutions  has  not  only  been  displayed  in  the  valor  and 
skill  of  our  troops  engaged  in  active  service  in  the  field,  but  in  the  organi- 
zation of  those  executive  branches  which  were  charged  with  the  general 
direction  and  conduct  of  the  war.  While  too  great  praise  can  not  be 
bestowed  upon  the  officers  and  men  who  fought  our  battles,  it  would  be 
unjust  to  withhold  from  those  officers  necessarily  stationed  at  home,  who 
were  charged  with  the  duty  of  furnishing  the  army,  in  proper  time  and  at 
proper  places,  with  all  the  munitions  of  war  and  other  supplies  so  neces- 
sary to  make  it  efficient,  the  commendation  to  which  they  are  entitled.  The 
credit  due  to  this  class  of  our  officers  is  the  greater,  when  it  is  considered 
that  no  army  in  ancient  or  modem  times  was  ever  better  appointed  or  pro- 
vided than  our  army  in  Mexico.  Operating  in  an  enemy's  country,  re- 
moved two  thousand  miles  from  the  seat  of  the  federal  government,  its 
dififerent  corps  spread  over  a  vast  extent  of  territory,  hundreds,  and  even 
thousands  of  miles  apart  from  each  other,  nothing  short  of  the  untiring 
vigilance  and  extraordinary  energy  of  these  officers  could  have  enabled 
them  to  provide  the  army  at  all  points,  and  in  proper  season,  with  all  that 
was  required  for  the  most  efficient  service. 

It  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  declare  that  the  officers  in  charge  of  the 
several  executive  bureaus,  all  under  the  immediate  eye  and  supervision  of 
the  secretary  of  war,  performed  their  respective  duties  with  ability,  en- 
ergy, and  efficiency.  They  have  reaped  less  of  the  glory  of  the  war,  not 
having  been  personally  exposed  to  its  perils  in  battle,  than  their  compan- 
ions in  arms ;  but,  without  their  forecast,  efficient  aid,  and  co-operation, 
those  in  the  field  would  not  have  been  provided  with  the  ample  means 
they  possessed  of  achieving  for  themselves  and  their  country  the  unfading 
honors  which  they  have  won  for  both. 
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When  all  these  facts  are  considered,  it  may  cease  to  be  a  matter  of  so 
much  amazement  abroad  how  it  happened  that  our  noble  army  in  Mexico, 
regulars  and  volunteers,  were  victorious  upon  every  battle-field,  however 
fearful  the  odds  against  them. 

The  war  with  Mexico  has  thds  fully  developed  the  capacity  of  republi- 
can governments  to  prosecute  successfully  a  just  and  necessary  foreign 
war  with  all  the  vigor  usually  attributed  to  more  arbitrary  forms  of  govern- 
ment. It  has  been  usual  for  writers  on  public  law  to  impute  to  republics 
a  want  of  that  unity,  concentration  of  purpose,  and  vigor  of  execution, 
which  are  generally  admitted  to  belong  to  the  monarchical  and  aristocratic 
forms  ;  and  this  feature  of  popular  government  has  been  supposed  to  dis- 
play itself  more  particularly  in  the  conduct  of  a  war  carried  on  in  an  ene- 
my's territory.  The  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  1812,  was  to  a  great  extent 
confined  within  our  own  limits,  and  shed  but  little  light  on  this  subject. 
Bui  the  war  which  we  have  just  closed  by  an  honorable  peace  evinces, 
beyond  all  doubt,  that  a  popular  representative  government  is  equal  to  any 
emergency  which  is  likely  to  arise  in  the  affairs  of  a  nation. 

The  war  with  Mexico  has  developed  most  strikingly  and  conspicuously 
another  feature  in  our  institutions.  It  is  that,  without  cost  to  the  govern- 
ment or  danger  to  our  liberties,  we  have  in  the  bosom  of  our  society  of 
freemen,  available  in  a  just  and  necessary  war,  virtually  a  standing  army 
of  two  millions  of  armed  citizen-soldiers,  such  as  fought  the  battles  of 
Mexico. 

But  our  military  strength  does  not  consist  alone  in  our  capacity  for  ex- 
tended and  successful  operations  on  land.  The  navy  is  an  important  arm 
of  the  national  defence.  If  the  services  of  the  navy  were  not  so  brilliant 
as  those  of  the  army,  in  the  late  war  with  Mexico,  it  was  because  they 
had  no  enemy  to  meet  on  their  own  element.  While  the  army  had  oppor- 
tunity of  performing  more  conspicuous  service,  the  navy  largely  participa- 
ted in  the  conduct  of  the  war.  Both  branches  of  the  service  performed 
their  whole  duty  to  the  country.  For  the  able  and  gallant  services  of  the 
oflicers  and  men  of  the  navy — acting  independently  and  as  well  as  in  co- 
operation with  our  troops — in  the  conquest  of  the  Californias,  the  capture 
of  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  seizure  and  occupation  of  other  important  positions 
on  the  gulf  and  Pacific  coasts,  the  highest  praise  is  due.  Their  vigilance, 
energy,  and  skill,  rendered  the  most  effective  service  in  excluding  muni- 
tions of  war  and  other  supplies  from  the  enemy,  while  they  secured  a  safe 
entrance  for  abundant  supplies  for  our  own  army.  Our  extended  com- 
merce was  nowhere  interrupted  ;  and  for  this  jnimunity  from  the  evils  of 
war,  the  country  is  indebted  to  the  navy. 

High  praise  is  due  to  the  officers  of  the  several  executive  bureaus, 
navyyards,  and  stations  connected  with  the  service,  all  under  the  immedi- 
ate direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  for  the  industry,  foresight,  and 
energy,  with  which  everything  was  directed  and  furnished  to  give  effi- 
ciency to  that  branch  of  the  service.  The  same  vigilance  existed  in  direct- 
ing the  operations  of  the  navy  as  of  the  army.  There  was  concert  between 
the  heads  of  the  two  arms  of  the  service.  By  the  orders  which  were  from 
time  to  time  issued,  our  vessels-of-war  on  the  Pacific  and  the  gulf  of  Mex- 
ico were  stationed  in  proper  time  and  in  proper  positions  to  co-operate 
eflSciently  with  the  army.  By  this  means  their  combined  power  was 
brought  to  bear  successfully  on  the  enemy. 

The  great  results  which  have  been  developed  and  brought  to  light  by 
this  war  will  be  of  immeasurable  importance  in  the  future  progress  of  our 
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country.  They  will  tend  powerfully  to  preserve  us  from  foreign  collis- 
ions, and  to  enable  us  to  pursue  uninterruptedly  our  cherished  policy  of 
"peace  with  all  nations,  entangling  alliances  with  none.** 

Occupying,  as  we  do,  a  more  commanding  position  among  nations  than 
at  any  former  period,  our  duties  and  our  responsibilities  to  ourselves  and 
to  posterity  are  correspondingly  increased.  This  will  be  the  more  obvi- 
ous when  we  consider  the  vast  additions  which  have  been  recently  made 
to  our  territorial  possessions,  and  their  great  importance  and  value. 

Within  less  than  four  years  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union  has 
been  consummated  ;  all  conflicting  title  to  the  Oregon  territory  south  of  the 
forty-ninth  degree  of  north  latitude,  being  all  that  was  insisted  on  by  any 
of  my  predecessors,  has  been  adjusted ;  and  New  Mexico  and  Upper  Cali- 
fornia have  been  acquired  by  treaty.  The  area  of  these  several  territories, 
according  to  a  report  carefully  prepared  by  the  commissioner  of  the  gen- 
eral land-office,  from  the  most  authentic  information  in  his  possession,  and 
which  is  herewith  transmitted,  contains  one  million,  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three  thousand,  arid  sixty-one  square  miles,  or  seven  hundred  and 
sixty  three  millions,  five  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thousand,  and  forty  acres  ; 
while  the  area  of  the  remaining  twenty-nine  states,  and  the  territory  not 
yet  organized  into  states  east  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  contains  two  mill- 
ions, fifty-nine  thousand,  five  hundred  and  thirteen  square  miles,  or  thirteen 
hundred  and  eighteen  millions,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand,  and 
fifty-eight  acres.  These  estimates  show  that  the  territories  recently  ac- 
quired, and  over  which  our  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  dominion  have  been 
extended,  constitute  a  country  more  than  half  as  large  as  all  that  which 
was  held  by  the  United  States  before  their  acquisition.  If  Oregon  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  estimate,  there  will  still  remain  within  the  limits  of  Texas, 
New  Mexico,  and  California,  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand,  five 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  square  miles,  or  five  hundred  and  forty-five  mill- 
ions, twelve  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  acres  ;  being  an  addition 
equal  to  more  than  one  third  of  all  the  territory  owned  by  the  United 
States  before  their  acquisition  ;  and  including  Oregon,  nearly  as  great  an 
extent  of  territory  as  the  whole  of  Europe,  Russia  only  excepted.  The 
Mississippi,  so  lately  the  frontier  of  our  country,  is  now  only  its  centre. 
With  the  addition  of  the  late  acquisitions,  the  United  States  are  now  esti- 
mated to  be  nearly  as  large  as  the  whole  of  Europe.  It  is  estimated  by 
the  superintendent  of  the  coast  survey,  in  the  accompanying  report,  that 
the  extent  of  the  seacoast  of  Texas  on  the  gulf  Mexico  is  upward  of  four 
hundred  miles  ;  of  the  coast  of  Upper  California,  on  the  Pacific,  of  nine 
hundred  and  seventy  miles  ;  and  of  Oregon,  including  the  straits  of  Fuca, 
of  six  hundred  and  fifty  miles  ;  making  the  whole  extent  of  seacoast  on  the 
Pacific  one  thousand,  six  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  and  the  whole  ex- 
tent on  both  the  Pacific  and  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  two  thousand  and  twenty 
miles.  The  length  of  the  coast  on  the  Atlantic,  from  the  northenLJimits 
of  the  United  States,  around  the  capes  of  Florida  to  the  Sabine,  on  the 
eastern  boundary  of  Texas,  is  estimated  to  be  three  thousand,  one  hundred 
miles  :  so  that  the  addition  of  seacoast,  including  Oregon,  is  very  nearly 
two  thirds  as  great  as  all  we  possessed  before  ;  and  excluding  Oregon,  is 
an  addition  of  one  thousand,  three  hundred  and  seventy  miles  ;  being 
.  nearly  equal  to  one  half  of  the  extent  of  coast  which  we  possessed  before 
these  acquisitions.  We  have  now  three  great  maritime  fronts — on  the 
Atlantic,  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  Pacific — making  in  the  whole  an  ex- 
tent of  seacoast  exceeding  five  thousand  miles.     This  is  the  extent  of  the 
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neacoast  of  the  United  States,  not  including  bays,  sounds,  and  small  irregu* 
Parities  of  the  main  shore,  and  of  the  sea  islands.  If  these  be  included,  the 
length  of  the  shore  line  of  coast,  as  estimated  by  the  superintendent  of  the 
coast  survey  in  his  report,  would  be  thirty-three  thousand  and  sixty-three 
miles. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  calculate  the  value  of  these  immense  additions  to 
our  territorial  possessions.  Texas,  lying  contiguous  to  the  western  bound- 
ary of  Louisiana,  embracing  within  its  limits  a  part  of  the  navigable  trib- 
utary waters  of  the  Mississippi  and  an  extensive  seacoast,  could  not  long 
have  remained  in  the  hands  of  a  foreign  power  without  endangering  the 
peace  of  our  southwestern  frontier.  Her  products  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
tributaries  of  the  Mississippi  must  have  sought  a  market  through  these 
streams,  running  into  and  through  our  territory ;  and  the  danger  of  irrita- 
tion and  collision  of  interests  between  Texas  as  a  foreign  state  and  our- 
selves would  have  been  imminent,  while  the  embarrassments  in  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  them  must  have  been  constant  and  unavoida- 
ble. Had  Texas  fallen  into  the  hands,  or  under  the  influence  and  control 
of  a  strong  maritime  or  military  foreign  power,  as  she  might  have  done, 
these  dangers  would  have  been  still  greater.  They  have  been  avoided  by 
her  voluntary  and  peaceful  annexation  to  the  United  States.  Texas,  from 
her  position,  was  a  natural  and  almost  indispensable  part  of  our  territories. 
Fortunately,  she  has  been  restored  to  our  country,  and  now  constitutes 
one  of  the  states  of  our  confederacy,  **  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal states."  The  salubrity  of  climate,  the  fertility  of  soil,  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  production  of  some  of  our  most  valuable  staple  commodities, 
and  her  commercial  advantages,  must  soon  make  her  one  of  our  most  pop- 
ulous states. 

New  Mexico,  though  situated  in  the  interior,  and  without  a  seacoast^ 
is  known  to  contain  much  fertile  land,  to  abound  in  rich  mines  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  and  to  be  capable  of  sustaining  a  large  population.  From  its 
position,  it  is  the  intermediate  and  connecting  territory  between  our  settle- 
ments and  our  possessions  in  Texas  and  those  on  the  Pacific  coa^t. 

Upper*California,  irrespective  of  the  vast  mineral  wealth  recently  devel- 
oped there,  holds  at  this  day,  in  point  of  value  and  importance  to  the  rest 
of  the  Union,  the  same  relation  that  Louisiana  did  when  that  fine  territory 
was  acquired  from  France  forty-five  years  ago.  Extending  nearly  ten 
degrees  of  latitude  along  the  Pacific,  and  embracing  the  only  safe  and 
commodious  harbors  on  that  coast  for  many  hundred  miles,  with  a  tem- 
perate climate,  and  an  extensive  interior  of  fertile  lands,  it  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible to  estimate  its  wealth  until  it  shall  be  brought  under  the  government 
of  our  laws,  and  its  resources  fully  developed.  From  its  position,  it  must 
command  the  rich  commerce  of  China,  of  Asia,  of  the  islands  of  the  Pa- 
cific, of  western  Mexico,  of  Central  America,  the  South  American  states, 
and  of  the  Russian  possessions  bordering  on  that  ocean.  A  great  empo- 
rium will  doubtless  speedily  arise  on  the  Californian  coast,  which  may  be 
destined  to  rival  in  importance  New  Orleans  itself.  The  depot  of  the  vast 
commerce  which  must  exist  on  the  Pacific  will  probably  be  at  some  point 
on  the  bay  of  San  Francisco,  and  will  occupy  the  same  relation  to  the 
whole  western  coast  of  that  ocean  as  New  Orleans  does  to  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi  and  the  gulf  of  Mexico.  To  this  depot  our  numerous 
whale-ships  will  resort  with  their  cargoes,  to  trade,  refit,  and  obtain  sup- 
plies. This  of  itself  will  largely  contribute  to  build  up  a  city  which  would 
60on  become  the  centre  of  a  great  and  rapidly-increasing  commerce.    Sit- 
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uated  on  a  safe  harbor,  sufficiently  capacious  for  all  the  navies  as  well  as 
the  marine  of  the  \vorld,  and  convenient  to  excellent  timber  for  ship-build- 
ing,  owned  by  the  United  States,  it  must  become  our  great  western  naval 
depot. 

It  was  known  that  mines  of  the  precious  metals  existed  to  a  considera* 
ble  extent  in  California  at  the  time  of  its  acquisition.  Recent  discoveries 
render  it  probable  that  these  mines  are  more  extensive  and  valuable  than 
was  anticipated.  The  accounts  of  the  abundance  of  gold  in  that  territory 
are  of  such  an  extraordinary  character  as  would  scarcely  command  belief 
were  they  not  corroborated  by  the  authentic  reports  of  officers  in  the  pub- 
lic service,  who  have  visited  the  mineral  district,  and  derived  the  facts 
which  they  detail  from  personal  observation.  Reluctant  to  credit  the  re- 
ports, in  general  circulation  as  to  the  quantity  of  gold,  the  officer  command- 
ing our  forces  in  California  visited  the  mineral  district  in  July  last,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  accurate  information  on  the  subject.  His  report  to 
the  war  department  of  the  result  of  his  examination,  and  the  facts  obtained 
on  the  spot,  is  herewith  laid  before  Congress.  When  he  visited  the  coun- 
try there  were  about  four  thousand  persons  engaged  in  collecting  gold. 
There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  number  of  persons  so  employed 
has  since  been  augmented.  The  explorations  already  made  warrant  the 
belief  that  the  supply  is  very  large,  and  that  gold  is  found  at  various  places 
in  an  extensive  district  of  country. 

Information  received  from  officers  of  the  navy  and  other  sources,  though 
not  so  full  and  minute,  confirm  the  accounts  of  the  commander  of  our  mili- 
tary force  in  California.  It  appears,  also,  from  these  reports,  that  mines 
of  quicksilver  are  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  gold  region.  One  of  them 
is  now  being  worked,  and  is  believed  to  be  among  the  most  productive  in 
the  world. 

The  effects  produced  by  the  discovery  of  these  rich  mineral  deposites, 
and  the  success  which  has  attended  the  labors  of  those  who  have  resorted 
to  them,  have  produced  a  surprising  change  in  the  state  of  affietirs  in  Cali- 
fornia. Labor  commands  a  most  exorbitant  price,  and  all  other  pursuits 
but  that  of  searching  for  the  precious  metals,  are  abandoned.*  Nearly 
the  whole  of  the  male  population  of  the  country  have  gone  to  the  gold 
districts.  Ships  arriving  on  the  coast  are  deserted  by  their  crews,  and 
their  voyages  suspended  for  want  of  sailors.  Our  commanding  officer 
there  entertains  apprehensions  that  soldiers  can  not  be  kept  in  the  public 
service  without  a  large  increase  of  pay.  Desertions  in  his  command 
have  become  frequent,  and  he  recommends  that  those  who  shall  withstand 
the  strong  temptation,  and  remain  faithful,  should  be  rewarded. 

This  abundance  of  gold,  and  the  all-engrossing  pursuit  of  it,  have  already 
caused  in  California  an  unprecedented  rise  in  the  price  of  all  the  necessa- 
ries of  life. 

That  we  may  the  more  speedily  and  fully  avail  ourselves  of  the  unde- 
veloped wealth  of  these  mines,  it  is  deemed  of  vast  importance  that  a 
branch  qf  the  mint  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  be  established,  at 
your  present  session,  in  California.  Among  other  signal  advantages  which 
would  result  from  such  an  establishment  would  be  that  of  raising  the  gold 
to  its'  par  value  in  that  territory.  A  branch  mint  of  the  United  States  at 
the  great  commercial  depot  on  the  west  coast  would  convert  into  our  own 
coin  not  only  the  gold  derived  from  our  own  rich  mines,  but  also  the  bull- 
ion and  specie  which  our  commerce  may  bring  from  the  whole  west  coast 
of  Central  and  South  America.     The  west  coast  of  America  and  the  adja- 
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cent  interior  embrace  the  richest  and  best  mines  in  Mexico,  New  Grena- 
da, Central  America,  Chili,  and  Peru.  The  bullion  and  specie  drawn 
from  these  countries,  and  especially  from  those  of  western  Mexico  and 
Peru,  to  an  amount  in  value  of  many  millions  of  dollars,  are  now  annually 
diverted  and  carried  by  the  ships  of  Great  Britain  to  her  own  ports,  to  be 
recoined  or  used  to  sustain  her  national  bank,  and  thus  contribute  to  in- 
crease her  ability  to  command  so  much  of  the  commerce  of  the  world.  If 
a  branch  mint  be  established  at  the  great  commercial  point  upon  that  coast,  a 
vast  amount  of  bullion  and  specie  would  flow  thither  to  be  recoined,  and  pass 
thence  to  New  Orleans,  New  York,  and  other  Atlantic  cities.  The  amount 
of  our  constitutional  currency  at  home  would  be  greatly  increased,  while 
its  circulation  abroad  would  be  promoted.  It  is  well  known  to  our  mer- 
chants trading  to  China  and  the  west  coast  of  America,  that  great  incon- 
venience and  loss  are  experienced  from  the  fact  that  our  coins  are  not 
current  at  their  par  value  in  those  countries. 

The  powers  of  Europe  far  removed  from  the  west  coast  of  America  by 
the  Atlantic  ocean  which  intervenes,  and  by  a  tedious  and  dangerous  nav- 
igation around  the  southern  cape  of  the  continent  of  America,  can  never 
successfully  compete  with  the  United  States  in  the  rich  and  extensive 
commerce  which  is  opened  to  us  at  so  much  less  cost  by  the  acquisition 
of  California. 

The  vast  importance  and  commercial  advantages  of  California  have 
heretofore  remained  undeveloped  by  the  government  of  the  country  of 
which  it  constituted  a  part.  Now  that  this  fine  province  is  a  part  of  our 
country,  all  the  states  of  the  Union,  some  more  immediately  and  directly 
than  others,  are  deeply  interested  in  the  speedy  development  of  its  wealth 
and  resources.  No  section  of  our  country  is  more  interested,  or  will  be 
more  benefited,  than  the  commercial,  navigating,  and  manufacturing  inter- 
ests of  the  eastern  states.  Our  planting  and  farming  interests,  in  every 
part  of  the  Union,  will  be  greatly  benefited  by  it.  As  our  commerce  and 
navigation  are  enlarged  and  extended,  our  exports  of  agricultural  products 
and  of  manufactures  will  be  increased  ;  and  in  the  new  markets  thus 
opened  they  can  not  fail  to  command  remunerating  and  profitable  prices. 

The  acquisition  of  California  and  New  Mexico,  the  settltMiient  of  the 
Oregon  boundary,  and  the  annexation  of  Texas,  extending  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  are  results  which,  combined,  are  of  greater  consequence,  and  will 
add  more  to  the  strength  and  wealth  of  the  nation,  than  any  which  have 
preceded  them  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

But  to  effect  these  grea^t  results,  not  only  California,  but  New  Mexico, 
must  be  brought  under  the  control  of  regularly-organized  governments. 
The  existing  condition  of  California,  and  of  that  part  of  New  Mexico  ly- 
ing west  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  without  the  limits  of  Texas,  imperiously 
demand  that  Congress  should,  at  its  present  session,  organize  territorial 
governments  over  them. 

Upon  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico, 
on  the  thirtieth  of  May  last,  the  temporary  governments  which  had  been 
established  over  New  Mexico  and  California  by  our  military  aiid  naval 
commanders,  by  virtue  of  the  rights  of  war,  ceased  to  derive  any  obligatory 
force  from  that  source  of  authority ;  and  having  been  ceded  to  the  United 
Stales,  all  government  and  control  over  them  under  the  authority  of  Mex- 
ico had  ceased  to  exist.  Impressed  with  the  necessity  of  establishing 
territorial  governments  over  them,  I  recommended  the  subject  to  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  Congress  in  my  message  communicating  the  ratified 
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treaty  of  peace,  on  the  sixth  of  July  last,  and  invoked  their  action  at  that 
session.  Congress  adjourned  without  making  any  provision  for  their  gov- 
erument.  The  inhabitants,  by  the  transfer  of  their  country,  had  become 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  our  laws  and  constitution,  and  yet  were  lefl 
without  any  regularly-organized  government.  Since  that  time,  the  very 
limited  power  possessed  by  the  executive  has  been  exercised  to  preserve 
and  protect  them  from  the  inevitable  consequences  of  a  state  of  anarchy. 
The  only  government  which  remained  was  that  established  by  the  military 
authority  during  the  war.  Regarding .  this  to  be  a  de-facto  government, 
and  that  by  the  presumed  consent  of  the  inhabitants  it  might  be  continued 
temporarily,  they  were  advised  to  conform  and  submit  to  it  for  the  short 
intervening  period  before  Congress  would  again  assemble  and  could  legis- 
late on  the  subject.  The  views  entertained  by  the  executive  on  this  point 
are  contained  in  a  communication  of  the  secretary  of  state,  dated  the  sev- 
enth of  October  last,  which  was  forwarded  for  publication  to  California 
and  New  Mexico,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

The  small  military  force  of  the  regular  army,  which  was  serving  within 
the  limits  of  the  acquired  territories  at  the  close  of  the  war,  was  retained 
in  them,  and  additional  forces  have  been  ordered  there  for  the  protectioh 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  preserve  and  secure  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  United  States. 

No  revenue  has  been  or  could  be  collected  at  the  ports  in  California, 
because  Congress  failed  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  customhouses, 
or  the  appointment  of  officers  for  that  purpose. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  by  a  circular  letter  addressed  to  collec- 
tors of  the  customs,  on  the  seventh  day  of  October  last,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  transmitted,  exercised  all  the  power  with  which  he  was  in- 
vested by  law. 

In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of  August  last,  extending  the 
benefit  of  our  postoffice  laws  to  the  people  of  California,  the  postmaster- 
general  has  appointed  two  agents,  who  have  proceeded,  the  one  to  Califor- 
nia and  the  other  to  Oregon,  with  authority  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  carrying  its  provisions  into  effect. 

The  monthly  line  of  mail-steamers  from  Panama  to  Astoria  has  been 
required  to  **  stop,  and  deliver  and  take  mails,  at  San  Diego,  Monterey, 
and  San  Francisco."  These  mail-steamers,  connected  by  the  isthmus  of 
Panama  with  the  line  of  mail-steamers  on  the  Atlantic  between  New  York 
and  Chagres,  will  establish  a  regular  mail  communication  with  California. 

It  is  our  solemn  duty  to  provide,  with  the  least  practicable  delay,  for 
New  Mexico  and  California,  regularly-organized  territorial  governments. 
The  causes  of  the  failure  to  do  this  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  are 
well  known,  and  deeply  to  be  regretted.  With  the  opening  prospects  of 
increased  prosperity  and  national  greatness  which  the  acquisition  of  these 
rich  and  extensive  territorial  possessions  affords,  how  irrational  it  would 
be  to  forego  or  to  reject  these  advantages,  by  the  agitation  of  a  domestic 
question  which  is  coeval  with  the  existence  of  our  government  itself,  and 
to  endanger,  by  internal  strifes,  geographical  divisions,  and  heated  con- 
tests for  political  power,  or  for  any  other  cause,  the  harmony  of  the  glori- 
ous Union  of  our  confederated  states  ;  that  Union  which  binds  us  together 
as  one  people,  and  which  for  sixty  years  has  been  our  shield  and  protec- 
tion against  every  danger.  In  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  of  posterity, 
how  trivial  and  insignificant  will  be  all  our  internal  divisions  and  struggles, 
compared  with  the  preservation  of  this  Union  of  the  states  in  all  its  vigor 
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and  with  all  its  countless  blessitigs  !  No  patriot  would  foment  and  excite 
geographical  and  sectional  divisions.  No  lover  of  his  country  would  de- 
liberately calculate  the  value  of  the  Union.  Future  generations  would 
look  in  amazement  upon  the  folly  of.  such  a  course.  Other  nations  at  the 
present  day  would  look  upon  it  with  astonishment ;  and  such  of  them  as 
desire  to  maintain  and  perpetuate  thrones  and  monarchical  or  aristocratical 
principles,  will  view  it  with  exultation  and  delight,  because  in  it  they  will 
see  the  elements  of  faction,  which  they  hope  must  ultimately  overturn  our 
system.  Ours  is  the  great  example  of  a  prosperous  and  free  self-governed 
republic,  commanding  the  admiration  and  the  imitation  of  all  the  lovers  of 
freedom  throughout  the  world.  How  solemn,  therefore,  is  the  duty — how 
impressive  the  call  upon  us,  and  upon  all  parts  of  our  country — ^to  cultivate 
a  patriotic  spirit  of  harmony,  of  good  fellowship,  of  compromise  and  mu- 
tual concession,  in  the  administration  of  the  incomparable  system  of  gov- 
ernment formed  by  our  fathers  in  the  midst  of  almost  insuperable  difficul- 
ties, and  transmitted  to  us,  with  the  injunction  that  we  should  enjoy  its 
blessings  and  hand  it  down  unimpaired  to  those  who  may  come  after  us. 

In  view  of  the  high  and  responsible  duties  which  we  owe  to  ourselves 
and  to  mankind,  I  trust  you  may  be  able,  at  your  present  session,  tp  ap- 
proach the  adjustment  of  the  only  domestic  question  which  seriously 
threatens,  or  probably  ever  can  threaten,  to  disturb  the  harmony  and  suc- 
cessful operations  of  our  system. 

Thie  immensely  valuable  possessions  of  New  Mexico  and  California 
are  already  inhabited  by  a  considerable  population.  Attracted  by  their 
great  fertility,  their  mineral  wealth,  their  commercial  advantages,  and  the 
salubrity  of  the  climate,  emigrants  from  the  older  states,  in  great  numbers, 
are  already  preparing  to  seek  new  homes  in  these  inviting  regions. 

Shall  the  dissimilarity  of  the  domestic  institutions  in  the  di^erent  states 
prevent  us  from  providing  for  them  suitable  governments  ?  These  insti^u 
tions  existed  at  the  adoption  of  the  constitution ;  but  the  obstacles  which 
they  interposed  were  overcome  by  that  spirit  of  compromise  which  is  now 
invoked.  In  a  conflict  of  opinions  or  of  interests,  real  or  imaginary,  be- 
tween different  sections  of  our  country,  neither  can  justly  demand  all  which 
it  might  desire  to  obtain.  Each,  in  the  true  spirit  of  our  institutions, 
should  concede  something  to  the  other. 

Our  gallant  forces  in  the  Mexican  war,  by  whose  patriotism  and  unpar- 
alleled deeds  of  arms  we  obtained  those  possessions  as  an  indemnity  for 
our  just  demands  against  Mexico,  were  composed  of  citizens  who  belonged 
to  no  one  slate  or  section  of  our  Union.  They  were  men  from  slavehold- 
ing  and  non-slaveholding  states,  from  the  north  and  the  south,  from  the 
oast  and  the  west.  They  were  all  companions-in-arms,  and  fellow-citizens 
of  the  same  common  country,  engaged  in  the  same  common  cause.  When 
prosecuting  that  war,  they  were  brethren  and  friends,  and  shared  alike 
with  each  other  common  toils,  dangers,  and  sufferings.  Now,  when  their 
work  is  ended,  when  peace  is  restored,  and  they  return  again  to  their 
homes,  put  off  the  habiliments  of  war,  take  their  places  in  society,  and 
resume  their  pursuits  in  civil  life,  surely  a  spirit  of  harmony  and  conces- 
sion, and  of  equal  regard  for  the  rights  of  all,  and  of  all  sections  of  the 
Union,  ought  to  prevail  in  providing  governments  for  the  acquired  territo- 
ries— the  fruits  of  their  common  service.  The  whole  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  of  every  state,  contributed  to  defray  the  expenses  of  that 
war ;  and  it  would  not  be  just  for  any  one  section  to  exclude  another  from 
all  participation  in  the  acquired  territory.     This  would  not  be  in  conso- 
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nance  with  the  just  system  of  government  which  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution adopted. 

The  question  is  believed  to  be  rather  abstract  than  practical,  whether 
slavery  ever  can  or  would  exist  in  any  portion  of  the  acquired  territory, 
even  if  it  were  left  to  the  option  of  the  slaveholding  states  themselves. 
From  the  nature  of  the  climate  and  productions,  in  much  the  larger  por- 
tion of  it,  it  is  certain  it  could  never  exist ;  and  in  the  remainder,  the 
probabilities  are  it  would  not.  But,  however  this  may  be,  the  question, 
involving  as  it  does  a  principle  of  equality  of  rights  of  the  separate  and 
several  states,  as  equal  co-partners  in  the  confederacy,  should  not  be  dis- 
regarded. 

In  organizing  governments  over  these  territories,  no  duty  imposed  on 
Congress  by  the  constitution  requires  that  they  should  legislate  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  while  their  power  to  do  so  is  not  only  seriously  ques- 
tioned, but  denied  by  many  of  the  soundest  expounders  of  that  instrument. 
Whether  Congress  shall  legislate  or  not,  the  people  of  the  acquired  terri- 
tories, when  assembled  in  convention  to  form  state  constitutions,  will  pos- 
sess the  sole  and.  exclusive  power  to  determine  for  themselves  whether 
slavery  shall  or  shall  not  exist  within  their  limits.  If  Congress  shall  ab- 
stain from  interfering  with  the  question,  the  people  of  these  territories  will 
be  left  free  to  adjust  it  as  they  may  think  proper,  when  they  apply  for  ad- 
mission as  states  into  the  Union.  No  enactmenc  of  Congress  could  re- 
strain the  people  of  any  of  the  sovereign  states  of  the  Union,  old  or  new, 
north  or  south,-  slaveholding  or  non-slaveholding,  from  determining  the 
character  of  their  own  domestic  institutions  as  they  may  deem  wise  and 
proper.  Any  and  all  the  states  possess  this  right,  and  Congress  can  not 
deprive  them  of  it.  The  people  of  Georgia  might,  if  they  chose,  so  alter 
their  constitution  as  to  abolish  slavery  within  its  limits ;  and  the  people 
of  Vermont  might  so  alter  their  constitution  as  to  admit  slavery  within  its 
limits.  Both  states  would  possess  the  right ;  though,  as  all  know,  it  is  not 
probable  that  either  would  exert  it. 

It  is  fortunate  for  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Union  that  this  ques- 
tion is  in  its  nature  temporary ;  and  can  only  continue  for  the  brief  period 
which  will  intervene  before  California  and  New  Mexico  may  be  admitted 
as  states  into  the  Union.  From  the  tide  of  population  now  flowing  into 
them,  it  is  highly  probable  that  this  will  soon  occur. 

Considering  the  several  states  and  the  citizens  of  the  seyeral  states  as 
equals,  and  entitled  to  equal  rights  under  the  constitution,  if  this  were  an 
original  question,  it  might  well  be  insisted  on  that  the  principle  of  non- 
interference is  the  true  doctrine,  and  that  Congress  could  not,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  express  grant  of  power,  interfere  with  their  relative  rights. 
Upon  a  great  emergency,  however,  and  under  menacing  dangers  to  the 
Union,  the  Missouri  compromise  line  in  respect  to  slavery  was  adopted. 
The  same  line  was  extended  further  west  in  the  acquisition  of  Texas. 
After  an  acquiescence  of  nearly  thirty  years  in  the  principle  of  compro- 
mise recognised  and  established  by  these  acts,  and  to  avoid  the  danger  to 
the  Union  which  might  follow  if  it  were  now  disregarded,  I  have  hereto- 
fore expressed  the  opinion  that  that  line  of  compromise  should  be  extended 
on  the  parallel  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  from  the  western  bound- 
ary of  Texas,  where  it  now  terminates,  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  This  is  the 
middle  ground  of  compromise,  upon  which  the  different  sections  of  the 
Union  may  meet,  as  they  have  heretofore  met.  If  this  be  done,  it  is  con- 
fidently believed  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  every  section  of  the 
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country,  however  widely  their  abstract  opinions  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
may  differ,  would  cheerfully  and  patriotically  acquiesce  in  it,  and  peace 
and  harmony  would  again  fill  our  borders. 

The  restriction  north  of  the  line  was  only  yielded  to  in  the  case  of 
Missouri  and  Texas  upon  a  principle  of  compromise,  made  necessary  for  the 
sake  of  preserving  the  harmony,  and,  possibly,  the  existence  of  the  Union. 

It  was  upon  these  considerations  that  at  the  close  of  your  last  session, 
I  gave  my  sanction  to  the  principle  of  the  Missouri  compromise  line,  by 
approving  and  signing  the  bill  to  establish  "  the  territorial  government  of 
Oregon."  From  a  sincere  desire  to  preserve  the  harmony  of  the  Union,  and 
in  deference  to  the  acts  of  my  predecessors,  I  felt  constrained  to  yield  my 
acquiescence  to  the  extent  to  which  they  had  gone  in  compromising  this 
delicate  and  dangerous  question.  But  if  Congress  shall  now  reverse  the 
decision  by  which  the  Missouri  compromise  was  effected,  and  shall  pro- 
pose to  extend  the  restriction  over  the  whole  territory,  south  as  well  as 
north  of  the  parallel  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes,  it  will  cease  to  be 
a  compromise,  and  must  be  regarded  as  an  original  question. 

If  Confess,  instead  of  observing  the  course  of  non-interference,  leav- 
ing the  adoption  of  their  own  domestic  institutions  to  the  people  who  may 
inhabit  these  territories  ;  or  if,  instead  of  extending  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise line  to  the  Pacific,  shall  prefer  to  submit  the  legal  and  constitutional 
questions  which  may  arise  to  the  decision  of  the  judicial  tribunals,  as  was 
proposed  in  a  bill  which  passed  the  senate  at  your  last  session,  an  adjust- 
ment may  be  effected  in  this  mode.  If  the  whole  subject  be  referred  to 
the  judiciary,  all  parts  of  the  Union  should  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the 
final  decision  of  the  tribunal  created  by  the  constitution  for  the  settlement 
of  all  questions  which  may  arise  under  the  constitution,  treaties,  and  laws, 
of  the  United  States. 

Congress  is  earnestly  invoked,  for  the  sake  of  the  Union,  its  harmony, 
and  our  continued  prosperity  as  a  nation,  to  adjust  at  its  present  session 
this,  the  only  dangerous  question  which  lies  in  our  path — if  not  in  some 
one  of  the  modes  suggested,  in  some  other  which  may  be  satisfactory. 

In  anticipation  of  the  establishment  of  regular  governments  over  the  ac- 
quired territories,  a  joint  commission  of  oflicers  of  the  army  and  navy  has 
been  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  coast  of  California  and  Oregon,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  reconnoissances  and  a  report  as  to  the  proper  sites  for  the 
erection  of  fortifications  or  other  defensive  works  on  land,  and  of  suitable 
situations  for  naval  stations.  The  information  which  may  be  expected  from 
a  scientific  and  skilful  examination  of  the  whole  face  of  the  coast  will  be 
eminently  useful  to  Congress,  when  they  come  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  making  appropriations  for  these  great  national  objects.  Proper  defences 
on  land  will  be  necessary  for  the  security  and  protection  of  our  posses- 
sions ;  and  the  establishment  of  navyyards,  and  a  dock  for  the  repair  and 
construction  of  vessels,  will  be  important  alike  to  our  navy  and  commer- 
cial marine.  Without  such  establishments,  every  vessel,  whether  of  the 
navy  or  of  the  merchant  service,  requiring  repair,  must,  at  great  expense, 
come  round  Cape  Horn  to  one  of  our  Atlantic  yards  for  that  purpose.  With 
such  establishments,  vessels,  it  is  believed,  may  be  built  or  repaired  as 
cheaply  in  California  as  upon  the  Atlantic  coast.  They  would  give  em- 
ployment to  many  of  our  enterprising  ship-builders  and  mechanics,  and 
greatly  facilitate  and  enlarge  our  commerce  in  the  Pacific. 

As  it  is  ascertained  that  mines  of  gold,  silver,  copper,  and  quicksilver, 
exist  in  New  Mexico  and  California,  and  that  nearly  all  the  lands  where 
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they  artre  found  belong  to  the  United  States,  it  is  deemed  important  to  tbe 
public  interests  that  provision  should  be  made  for  a  geological  and  miner- 
alogical  examination  of  these  regions.  Measures  should  be  adopted  to 
preserve  the  mineral  lands,  especially  such  as  contain  the  precious  met- 
als, for  the  use  of  the  United  States ;  or  if  brought  into  market,  to  sepa- 
rate them  from  the  farming  lands,  and  dispose  of  them  in  such  manner  as 
to  secure  a  large  return  of  money  to  the  treasury,  and  at  the  same  time 
lead  to  the  development  of  their  wealth  by  individual  proprietors  and  pur- 
chasers. To  do  this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for  an  immediate  sur- 
vey and  location  of  the  lots.  If  Congress  should  deem  it  proper  to  dispose 
of  the  mineral  lands  they  should  be  sold  in  small  quantities,  and  at  a  fixed 
minimum  price. 

I  recommend  that  surveyor-generals'  offices  be  authorized  to  be  estab- 
lished in  New  Mexico  and  California,  and  provision  made  for  surveying 
and  bringing  the  public  lands  into  market  at  the  earliest  practicable  period. 
In  disposing  of  these  lands,  I  recommend  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  be 
secured,  and  liberal  grants  made,  to  the  early  emigrants  who  have  settled 
or  may  settle  upon  them.  * 

It  will  be  important  to  extend  our  revenue  laws  over  these  territories, 
and  especially  over  California,  at  an  early  period.  There  is  already  a 
considerable  commerce  with  California ;  and  until  ports  of  entry  shall  be 
established  and  collectors  appointed,  no  revenue  can  be  received. 

If  these  and  other  necessary  and  proper  measures  be  adopted  for  the 
development  of  the  wealth  and  resources  of  New  Mexico  and  California, 
and  regular  territorial  governments  be  established  over  them,  such  will 
probably  be  the  rapid  enlargement  of  our  commerce  and  navigation,  and 
such  the  addition  to  the  national  wealth,  that  the  present  generation  may 
live  to  witness  the  controlling  commercial  and  monetary  power  of  the  world 
transferred  from  London  and  other  European  emporiums  to  the  city  of 
New  York. 

The  apprehensions  which  were  entertained  by  some  of  our  statesmen, 
in  the  earlier  periods  of  the  government,  that  our  system  was  incapable  of 
operating  with  sufficient  energy  and  success  over  largely-extended  territo- 
rial limits,  and  that  if  this  were  attempted,  it  would  fall  to  pieces  by  its 
own  weakness,  have  been  dissipated  by  our  experience.  By  the  division 
of  power  between  the  states  and  federal  government,  the  latter  is  found  to 
.  operate  with  as  much  energy  in  the  extremes  as  in  the  centre.  It  is  as 
efficient  in  the  remotest  of  the  thirty  states  which  now  compose  the  Union, 
as  it  was  in  the  thirteen  states  which  formed  our  constitution.  Indeed,  it 
may  well  be  doubted,  whether,  if  our  present  population  had  been  confined 
within  the  limits  of  the  original  thirteen  states,  the  tendencies  to  centrali- 
zation and  consolidation  would  not  have  been  such  as  to  have  encroached 
upon  the  essential  reserved  rights  of  the  states,  and  thus  to  have  made  the 
federal  government  a  widely  different  one,  practically,  from  what  it  is  in 
theory,  and  was  intended  to  be  by  its  framers.  So  far  from  entertaining 
apprehensions  of  the  safety  of  our  system  by  the  extension  of  our  territory, 
the  belief  is  confidently  entertained  that  each  new  state  gives  strength  and 
an  additional  guaranty  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union  itself. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
peace,  friendship,  limits,  and  settlement,  with  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and 
of  the  act  of  July  29, 1848,  claims  of  our  citizens  which  had  been  **  already- 
liquidated  and  decided  against  the  Mexican  republic,'*  amounting,  with 
the  interest  thereon,  to  two  millions,  twenty-three  thousand,  eight  hundred 
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ftnd  thirty-two  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents,  have  been  liquidated  and  paid. 
There  remain  to  be  paid  of  these  claims,  seventy-four  thousand,  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety- two  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents. 

Confess  at  its  last  session  having  made  no  provision  for  executing  the 
fifteenth  article  of  the  treaty,  by  which  the  United  States  assume  to  make 
satisfaction  for  the  "unliquidated  claims"  of  our  citizens  against  Mexico, 
to  "  an  amount  not  exceeding  three  and  a  quarter  millions  of  dollars,"  the 
subject  is  again  recommended  to  your  favorable  considers tion. 

The  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico  took  place  on 
the  30th  of  May,  1848.  Within  one  year  after  that  time,  the  commissioner 
and  surveyor  which  each  government  stipulates  to  appoint,  are  required  to 
meet  <<  at  the  port  of  San  Diego,  and  proceed  to  run  and  mark  the  said 
boundary  in  its  whole  course  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte." 
It  will  be  seen  from  this  provision,  that  the  period  within  which  a  com- 
missioner and  surveyor  of  the  respective  governments  are  to  meet  at  San 
Diego,  will  expire  on  the  30th  of  May,  1849.  Congress,  at  the  close  of 
its  last  session,  made  an  appropriation  for  "  the  expenses  of  running  and 
marking  the  boundary  line "  between  the  two  countries,  but  did  not  fix 
the  amount  of  salary  which  should  be  paid  to  the  commissioner  and  sur- 
veyor to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  It  is  desirable 
that  the  amount  of  compensation  which  they  shall  receive  should  be  pre- 
scribed by  law,  and  not  left,  as  at  present,  to  executive  discretion. 

Measures  were  adopted  at  the  earliest  practicable  period  to  organize  the 
'•territorial  government  of  Oregon,"  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  14th 
ot  August  last.  The  governor  and  marshal  of  the  territory,  accompanied 
by  a  small  military  escort,  left  the  frontier  of  Missouri  in  September  last, 
and  took  the  southern  route,  by  the  way  of  Santa  Fe  and  the  river  Gila,  to 
California,  with  the  intention  of  proceeding  thence  in  one  of  our  vessels- 
of-war  to  their  destination.  The  governor  was  fully  advised  of  the  great 
importance  of  his  early  arrival  in  the  country,  and  it  is  confidently  believed 
he  may  reach  Oregon  in  the  latter  part  of  the  present  month,  or  early  in 
the  next.     The  other  officers  for  the  territory  have  proceeded  by  sea. 

In  the  month  of  May  last,  I  communicated  information  to  Congress  that 
an  Indian  war  had  broken  out  in  Oregon,  and  recommended  that  authority 
he  given  to  raise  ^in  adequate  number  of  volunteers  to  proceed  without  de- 
lay to  the  assistance  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  that  territory.  The  authority 
to  raise  such  a  force  not  having  been  granted  by  Congress,  as  soon  as  their 
services  could  be  dispensed  with  in  Mexico,  orders  were  issued  to  the 
regiment  of  mounted  riflemen  to  proceed  to  Jefferson  barracks,  in  Mis- 
souri, and  to  prepare  to  march  to  Oregon  as  soon  as  the  necessary  provision 
could  be  made.  Shortly  before  it  was  ready  to  -march,  it  was  arrested  by 
the  provision  of  the  act  passed  by  Congress  on  the  last  day  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  directed  that  all  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates,  of  that  regiment,  who  had  been  in  service  in  Mexico,  should, 
upon  their  application,  be  entitled  to  be  discharged.  The  efl'ect  of  this 
provision  was  to  disband  the  rank  and  file  of  the  regiment ;  and  before 
their  places  could  be  filled  by  recruits,  the  season  had  so  far  advanced 
that  it  was  impracticable  for  it  to  proceed  until  the  opening  of  the  next 
spring. 

In  the  month  of  October  last,  the  accompanying  communication  was  re- 
ceived from  the  governor  of  the  temporary  government  of  Oregon,  giving 
information  of  the  continuance  of  the  Indian  disturbances,  and  of  the  des- 
titution and  defenceless  condition  of  the  inhabitants.     Orders  were  imme- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1770  folk's  fourth  annual  message. 

diately  transmitted  to  the  commander  of  the  squadron  in  the  Pacific,  to 
despatch  to  their  assistance  a  part  of  the  naval  forces  on  that  station,  to 
furnish  them  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  to  continue  to  give  them  such 
aid  and  protection  as  the  navy  could  afford,  until  the  army  could  reach  the 
country. 

It  is  the  policy  of  humanity,  and  one  which  has  always  heen- pursued 
by  the  United  States,  to  cultivate  the  good  will  of  the  aboriginal  tribes  of 
this  continent,  and  to  restrain  them  from  making  war,  and  indulging  in  ex- 
cesses, by  mild  means,  rather  than  by  force.  That  this  could  have  been 
done  with  the  tribes  in  Oregon,  had  that  territory  been  brought  under  the 
government  of  our  laws  at  an  earlier  period,  and  had  suitable  measures 
been  adopted  by  Congress,  such  as  now  exist  in  our  intercourse  with  the 
other  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits,  can  not  be  doubted.  Indeed,  the  im- 
mediate and  only  cause  of  the  existing  hostility  of  the  Indians  of  Oregon 
is  represented  to  have  been,  the  long  delay  of  the  United  States  in  making 
to  them  some  trifling  compensation,  in  such  articles  as  they  wanted,  for 
the  country  now  occupied  by  our  emigrants,  which  the  Indians  claimed, 
and  over  which  th^  formerly  roamed.  This  compensation  had  been 
promised  them  by  the  temporary  government  established  in  Oregon,  but 
its  fulfilment  had  been  postponed  from  time  to  time,  for  nearly  two  years, 
while  those  who  made  it  had  been  anxiously  waiting  for  Congress  to  es- 
tablish a  territorial  goveniment  over  the  country.  The  Indians  became  at 
length  distrustful  of  their  good  faith,  and  sought  redress  by  plunder  and 
massacre,  which  finally  led  to  the  present  difficulties.  A  few  thousand 
dollars  in  suitable  presents,  as  a  compensation  for  the  country  which  had 
been  taken  possession  of  by  our  citizens,  would  have  satisfied  the  Indians, 
and  have  prevented  the  war.  A  small  amount  properly  distributed,  it  is 
confidently  believed,  would  soon  restore  quiet.  In  this  Indian  war  our 
fellow-citizens  of  Oregon  have  been  compelled  to  take  the  field  in  their 
own  defence,  have  performed  valuable  military  services,  and  been  sub- 
jected to  expenses  which  have  fallen  heavily  upon  them.  Justice  demanda 
that  provision  should  be  made  by  Congress  to  compensate  them  for  theii 
services,  and  to  refund  to  them  the  necessary  expenses  which  they  have 
incurred. 

I  repeat  the  recommendation  heretofore  made  to  Congress,  that  provis- 
ion be  made  for  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  number  of  Indian  agents  to 
reside  among  the  tribes  of  Oregon,  and  that  a  small  sum  be  appropriated 
to  enable  these  agents  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  with  them.  If  this 
be  done,  the  presence  of  a  small  military  force  will  be  all  that  is  necessary 
to  keep  them  in  check,  and  preserve  peace. 

I  recommend  that  similar  provision  be  made  as  regards  the  tribes  in- 
habiting northern  Texas,  New  Mexico,  California,  and  the  extensive  region 
lying  between  our  settlements  in  Missouri  and  these  possessions,  as  the 
most  effective  means  of  preserving  peace  upon  our  borders,  and  within  the 
recently-acquired  territories. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  will  present,  in  his  annual  report,  a  highly 
satisfactory  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  iinances. 

The  imports  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  of  June  last, 
were  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  millions,  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars ;  of  which 
the  amount  exported  was  twenty-one  millions,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  thousand  and  ten  dollars ;  leaving  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  mill- 
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itni8,  eight  hnndred  and  forty-nine  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six 
dollars  in  the  country,  for  domestic  use. 

The  value  of  the  exports  for  the  same  period,  was  one  hundred  and 
fifty-four  millions,  thirty-two  thousand,  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars; 
consisting  of  domestic  productions  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  millions,  nine  hundred  and  four  thousand,  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
dollars,  and  twenty-one  millions,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand 
and  ten  dollars  of  foreign  articles. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the  same  period,  exclusive  'of  loans, 
amounted  to  thirty-five  millions,  four  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand,  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents';  of  which  there  was  derived 
from  customs,  thirty-one  millions,  seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thousand 
and  seventy  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents  ;  from  sales  of  public  lands, 
three  millions,  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand,  six  hundred  and 
forty-two  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents  ;  and  from  miscellaneous  and  incidental 
sources,  three  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  and  thirty-seven  dollars  and 
seven  cents. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  revenue  from  customs  for  the  last  fiscal 
year  exceeded,  by  seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thousand  and  seventy 
dollars  and  ninety-six  cents,  the  estimate  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
in  his  last  annual  report ;  and  that  the  aggregate  receipts  during  the  same 
period,  from  customs,  lands,  and  miscellaneous  sources,  also  exceeded  the 
estimate  by  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand,  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents ;  indicating,  however,  a  very  near 
approach  in  the  estimate  to  the  actual  result. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30lh  of  June  last, 
including  those  for  the  war,  and  exclusive  of  payments  of  original  and  in- 
terest for  the  public  debt,  were  forty-two  millions,  eight  hundred  and 
eleven  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  and  three  cents. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  June,  1849,  including  the  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the 
1st  of  July  last,  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  fifty-seven  millions,  forty-eight 
thousand,  nine  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  ninety  cents  ;  of  which 
thirty-two  milHons  of  dollars,  it  is  estimated,  will  be  derived  from  customs ; 
three  millions  of  dollars  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands ;  and  one  mill- 
ion, two  hundred  thousand  dollars  from  miscellaneous  and  incidental 
sources,  rncluding  the  premium  upon  the  loan,  and  the  amount  paid  and  to 
be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  account  of  military  contributions  in  Mexico, 
and  the  sales  of  arms  and  vessels  and  other  public  property  rendered  un- 
necessary for  the  use  of  the  government  by  the  termination  of  the  war ; 
and  twenty  millions,  six  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand,  four  hundred 
and  thirty-five  dollars  and  thirty  cents  from  loans  already  negotiated,  in- 
cluding treasury-notes  funded,  which,  together  with  the  balance  in  the 
treasury  on  the  first  of  July  last,  make  the  sum  estimated. 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period,  including  the  necessary  payment 
on  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  princi- 
pal and  interest  of  the  first  instalment  due  to  Mexico  on  the  30th  of  May 
next,  and  other  expenditures  growing  out  of  the  war,  to  be  paid  during  the 
present  year,  will  amount,  including  the  reimbursement  of  treasury-notes, 
to  the  sum  of  fifty-four  millions,  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand,  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  and  six  cents ;  leaving  an  estimated  bal- 
ance in  the  treasury  on  the  Ist  of  July,  1849,  of  two  millions,  eight  hun- 
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dred  and  fifty-three  thousand,  six  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and 
eighty-four  cents. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  will  present,  as  required  by  law,  the  esti- 
mates of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  next  fiscal  year.  The  ex- 
penditures as  estimated  for  that  year  are  thirty-three  millions,  two  hundred 
and  thirteen  thousand,  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  seventy -three 
cents,  including  three  millions,  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousand, 
one  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  eighteen  cents  for  the  interest  on  the 
public  debt,  and  three  millions,  dye  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars  for 
the  principal  and  interest  due  to  Mexico  on  the  30th  of  May,  1850  ;  leav- 
ing the  sum  of  twenty-five  millions,  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four  thou- 
sand and  fifty  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents ;  which,  it  is  believed,  will  be 
ample  for  the  ordinary  peace  expenditures. 

The  operations  of  the  tariff  act  of  1846  have  been  such  during  the  past 
year  as  fully  to  meet  the  public  expectation,  and  to  confirm  the  opinion 
heretofore  expressed  of  the  wisdom  of  the  change  in  our  revenue  system 
which  was  effected  by  it.  The  receipts  under  it  into  the  treasury  for  the 
first  fiscal  year  after  its  enactment  exceeded  by  the  sum  of  ^re  millions, 
forty-four  thousand,  four  hundred  and  three  dollars  and  nine  cents,  the 
amount  collected  during  the  last  fiscal  year  under  the  tariff  act  of  1842, 
ending  the  30ih  of  June,  1846.  The  total  revenue  realized  from  the  com- 
mencement of  its  operation,  on  the  first  of  December,  1846,  until  the  close 
of  the  last  quarter,  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  being  twenty-two  months, 
was  fifty-six  millions,  six  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand,  ^ve  hundred  and 
sixty-three  dollars  and  seventy-nine  cents — ^being  a  much  larger  sum  than 
was  ever  before  received  from  duties  during  any  equal  period  under  the 
tariff  acts  of  1824, 1828, 1832,  and  1842.  While  by  the  repeal  of  highly- 
protective  and  prohibitory  duties  the  revenue  has  been  increased,  the  taxes 
ou  the  people  have  been  diminished.  They  have  been  relieved  from  the 
heavy  amounts  with  which  they  were  burdened  under  former  laws  in  the 
form  of  increased  prices  or  bounties  paid  to  favored  classes  and  pursuits. 

The  predictions  which  were  made,  that  the  tariff  act  of  1846  would  re- 
duce the  amount  of  revenue  below  that  collected  under  the  act  of  1842, 
and  would  prostrate  the  business  and  destroy  the  prosperity  of  the  country, 
have  not  been  verified.  With  an  increased  and  increasing  revenue,  the 
finances  are  in  a  highly  flourishing  condition.  Agriculture,  commerce,  and 
navigation,  are  prosperous ;  the  prices  of  manufactured  fabrics,  and  of  other 
products,  are  much  less  injuriously  affected  than  was  to  have  been  antici- 
pated, from  the  unprecedented  revulsions,  which,  during  the  last  and  the 
present  year,  have  overwhelmed  the  industry  and  paralyzed  the  credit  and 
commerce  of  so  many  great  and  enlightened  nations  of  Europe. 

Severe  commercial  revulsions  abroad  have  always  heretofore  operated 
to  depress,  and  often  to  affect  disastrously,  almost  every  branch  of  Ameri- 
can industry.  The  temporary  depression  of  a  portion  of  our  manufacturing 
interests  is  the  effect  of  foreign  causes,  and  is  far  less  severe  than  has 
prevailed  on  all  former  similar  occasions. 

It  is  believed  that,  looking  to  the  great  aggregate  of  all  our  interests,  the 
whole  country  was  never  more  prosperous  than  at  the  present  period,  and 
never  more  rapidly  advancing  in  wealth  and  population.  Neither  the  for- 
eign war  in  which  we  have  been  involved,  nor  the  loans  which  have  ab- 
sorbed so  large  a  portion  of  our  capital,  nor  the  commercial  revulsion  in 
Great  Britain  in  1 847,  nor  the  paralysis  of  credit  and  commerce  through- 
out Europe  in  1848,  has  affected  injuriously  to  any  considerable  extent 
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any  of  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  or  arrested  our  onward  march  to 
greatness,  wealth,  and  power. 

Had  the  disturbances  in  Europe  not  occurred,  our  commerce  would  un- 
doubtedly have  been  still  more  extended,  and  would  have  added  still  more 
to  the  national  wealth  and  public  prosperity.  But  notwithstanding  these 
disturbances,  the  operations  of  the  revenue  system  established  by  the 
tariff  act  of  1846,  have  been  so  generally  beneficial  to  the  government  and 
the  business  of  the  country,  that  no  change  in  its  provisions  is  demanded 
by  a  wise  public  policy,  and  none  is  recommended. 

The  operations  of  the  constitutional  treasury,  established  by  the  act  of 
the  6ih  of  August,  ]  846,  in  the  receipt,  custody*  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  money,  have  continued  to  be  successful.  Under  this  system  the 
public  finances  have  been  carried  through  a  foreign  war,  involving  the  ne- 
cessity of  loans  and  extraordinary  expenditures,  and  requiring  distant 
transfers  and  disbursements,  without  embarrassment,  and  no  loss  has  oc- 
curred of  any  of  the  public  money  deposited  under  its  provisions.  While 
it  has  proved  to  be  safe  and  useful  to  the  government,  its  effects  have  been 
roost  beneficial  upon  the  business  of  the  country.  It  has  tended  power- 
fully to  secure  an  exemption  from  that  inflation  and  fluctuation  of  the  paper 
currency,  so  injurious  to  domestic  industry,  and  rendering  so  uncertain  the 
rewards  of  labor,  and  it  is  believed  has  largely  contributed  to  preserve  the 
whole  country  from  a  serious  commercial  revulsion,  such  as  often  occurred 
under  the  bank  deposite  system.  In  the  year  1847,  there  was  a  revulsion 
in  the  business  of  Great  Britain  of  great  extent  and  intensity,  which  was 
followed  by  failures  in  that  kingdom  unprecedented  in  number  and  amount 
of  losses.  This  is  believed  to  be  the  first  instance  when  such  disastrous 
bankruptcies,  occurring  in  a  country  with  which  we  have  such  extensive 
commerce,  produced  little  or  no  injurious  effect  upon  our  trade  or  cur- 
rency. We  remained  but  little  affected  in  our  money-market,  and  our 
business  and  industry  were  still  prosperous  and  progressive. 
•  During  the  present  year,  nearly  the  whole  continent  of  Europe  has  been 
convulsed  by  civil  war  and  revolutions,  attended  by  numerous  bankrupt- 
cies, by  an  unprecedented  fall  in  their  public  securities,  and  an  almost  uni- 
versal paralysis  of  commerce  and  industr}' ;  and  yet,  although  our  trade 
and  the  price  of  our  products  must  have  been  somewhat  unfavorably 
affected  by  these  causes,  we  have  escaped  a  revulsion,  our  money-market 
is  comparatively  easy,  and  public  and  private  credit  have  advanced  and 
improved. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  we  have  been  saved  from  their  effect  by 
the  salutary  operation  of  the  constitutional  treasury.  It  is  certain,  that  if 
the  twenty -four  millions  of  specie  imported  into  the  country  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1847,  had  gone  into  the  banks,  as 
to  a  great  extent  it  must  have  done,  it  would,  in  the  absence  of  this  sys- 
tem, have  been  made  the  basis  of  augmented  bank  paper  issues,  probably 
to  an  amount  not  less  than  sixty  or  seventy  millions  of  dollars,  producing, 
as  an  inevitable  consequence  of  an  inflated  currency,  extravagant  prices 
for  a  time,  and  wild  speculation,  which  must  have  been  followed,  on  the 
reflux  to  Europe,  the  succeeding  year,  of  so  much  of  that  specie,  by  the 
prostration  of  the  business  of  the  country,  the  suspension  of  the  banks, 
and  most  extensive  bankruptcies.  Occurring,  as  this  would  have  done,  at 
a  period  when  the  country  was  engaged  in  a  foreign  war ;  when  consid- 
erable loans  of  specie  were  required  for  distant  disbursements ;  and  when 
the  banks,  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  and  the  depositories  of  its 
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money,  were  suspended, — ^the  public  credit  must  have  sunk,  and  many 
millions  of  dollars,  as  was  the  case  during  the  war  of  1812,  must  hare 
been  sacrificed  in  discounts  upon  loans,  and  upon  the  depreciated 
paper  currency  which  the  government  would  have  been  compelled 
to  use. 

Under  the  operations  of  the  constitutional  treasury,  not  a  dollar  has 
been  lost  by  the  depreciation  of  the  currency.  The  loans  required  to 
prosecute  the  war  with  Mexico  were  negotiated  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  above  par,  realizing  a  large  premium  to  the  government.  The 
restraining  efiect  of  the  system  upon  the  tendencies  to  excessive  paper 
issues  by  banks  has  saved  the  government  from  heavy  losses,  and  thou- 
sands of  our  business  men  from  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  The  wisdom  of 
the  system  has  been  tested  by  the  experience  of  the  last  two  years,  and 
it  is  the  dictate  of  sound  policy  that  it  should  remain  undisturbed.  The 
modifications  in  some  of  the  details  of  this  measure,  involving  none  of  its 
essential  principles,  heretofore  recommended,  are  again  presented  for 
youT  favorable  consideration. 

In  my  message  of  the  6th  of  July  last,  transmitting  to  Congress  th© 
ratified  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico,  I  recommended  the  adoption  of 
measures  for  the  speedy  payment  of  the  public  debt.  In  reiterating  that 
recommendation,  I  refer  you  to  the  considerations  presented  in  that  mes- 
sage in  its  support.  The  public  debt,  including  that  authorized  to  be 
negotiated,  in  pursuance  of  existing  laws,  and  including  treasury-notes, 
amounted  at  that  time  to  sixty-five  millions,  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  thousand,  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 

Funded  stock  of  the  United  States,  amounting  to  about  half  a  million 
of  dollars,  has  been  purchased,  as  authorized  by  law,  since  that  period, 
and  the  public  debt  has  thus  been  reduced  ;  the  details  of  which  will  be 
presented  in  the  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

The  estimates  of  expenditures  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  submitted  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  it  is  believed  will  be  ample  for  all  necessary 
purposes.  If  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress  shall  not  exceed  the 
amount  estimated,  the  means  in  the  treasury  will  be  sufficient  to  defray 
all  the  expenses  of  the  government;  to  pay  off  the  next  instalment  of 
three  millions  of  dollars  to  Mexico,  which  will  fall  due  on  the  30tb  of 
May  next;  and  still  a  considerable  surplus  will  remain,  which  shouM  be 
applied  to  the  further  purchase  of  the  public  stock  and  reduction  of  the 
debt.  Should  enlarged  appropriations  be  made,  the  necessary  conse- 
quence will  be  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  debt.  Though  our  debt, 
as  compared  with  that  of  most  other  nations,  is  small,  it  is  our  true  policy, 
and  in  harmony  with  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  that  we  should  pre- 
sent to  the  world  the  rare  spectacle  of  a  great  republic,  possessing  vast 
resources  and  wealth,  wholly  exempt  from  public  indebtedness.  This 
would  add  still  more  to  our  strength,  and  give  to  us  a  still  more  command- 
ing position  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

The  public  expenditures  should  be  economical,  and  be  confined  to  such 
necessary  objects  as  are  clearly  within  the  powers  of  Congress.  All 
such  as  are  not  absolutely  demanded  should  be  postponed,  and  the  pay- 
ment ^of  the  public  debt,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  should  be  a 
cardinal  principle  of  our  public  policy. 

For  the  reason  assigned  in  my  last  annual  message,  I  repeat  the  recom- 
mendation that  a  branch  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States  be  established 
at  the  city  of  New  York.     The  importance  of  this  measure  is  greatly 
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increased  by  the  acquisition  of  the  rich  mines  of  the  precious  metals  in 
New  Mexico  and  California,  and  especially  in  the  latter. 

I  repeat  the  recommendation,  heretofore  made,  in  favor  of  the  gradua- 
tion and  reduction  of  the  price  of  such  of  the  public  lands  as  have  been 
long  offered  in  the  market  and  have  remained  unsold,  and  in  favor  of 
extending  the  rights  of  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers  on  the  unsurveyed 
as  well  as  the  surveyed  lands. 

The  condition  and  operations  of  the  army,  and  the  state  of  other 
branches  of  the  public  service  under  the  supervision  of  the  war  depan- 
ment,  are  satisfactorily  presented  in  the  accompanying  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war. 

On  the  return  of  peace,  our  forces  were  withdrawn  from  Mexico,  and 
the  volunteers  and  that  portion  of  the  regular  army  engaged  for  the  war 
were  disbanded.  Orders  have  been  issued  for  stationing  the  forces  of 
our  permanent  establishment  at  various  positions  in  our  extended  country, 
where  troops  may  be  required.  Owing  to  the  remoteness  of  some  of 
these  positions,  the  detachments  have  not  yet  reached  their  destination. 
Notwithstanding  the  extension  of  the  limits  of  our  country,  and  the  forces 
required  in  the  new  territories,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  our  present 
military  establishment  is  sufficient  for  all  exigencies,  so  long  as  our  peace- 
ful relations  remain  undisturbed. 

Of  the  amount  of  military  contributions  collected  in  Mexico,  the  sum 
of  seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  iifty  dollars 
was  applied  toward  the  payment  of  the  first  instalment  due  under  the 
treaty  with  Mexico.  The  further  sum  of  three  hundred  and  forty-six 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  thirty  cents  has  been 
paid  into  the  treasury,  and  unexpended  balances  still  remain  iu  the  hands 
of  disbursing  officers  and  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  collection  of 
these  moneys.  After  the  proclamation  of  peace,  no  further  disbursements 
were  made  of  any  unexpended  moneys  arising  from  this  source.  The 
balances  on  hand  were  directed  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  indi- 
vidual claims  on  the  fund  will  remain  unadjusted  until  Congress  shall 
authorize  their  settlement  and  payment.  These  claims  are  not  consid- 
erable in  number  or  amount. 

1  recommend  to  your  favorable  consideration  the  suggestions  of  the 
secretary  of  war  and  the  secretary  of  the  navy  in  regard  to  legislation  on 
this  subject. 

Our  Indian  relations  are  presented  in  a  most  favorable  view  in  the 
report  from  the  war  department.  The  wisdom  of  our  policy  in  regard  to 
the  tribes  within  our  limits,  is  clearly  manifested  by  their  improved  and 
rapidly-improving  condition. 

A  most  important  treaty  with  the  Menomonies  has  been  recently  nego- 
tiated by  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  in  person,  by  which  all  their 
land  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin — being  about  four  millions  of  acres — has 
been  ceded  to  the  United  States.  This  treaty  will  be  submitted  to  the 
senate  for  ratification  at  an  early  period  of  your  present  session. 

Within  the  last  four  years,  eight  important  treaties  have  been  nego- 
^ated  with  different  Indian  tribes,  and  at  a  cost  of  one  million  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty -two  thousand  dollars ;  Indian  lands  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  eighteen  millions,  five  hundred  thousand  acres,  have  been  ceded  to 
the  United  States ;  and  provision  has  been  made  for  settling  in  the  coun- 
try west  of  the  Mississippi  the  tribes  which  occupied  this  large  extent  of 
the  public  domain.     The  title  to  all  the  Indian  lands  within  the  several 
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states  of  our  Union,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  reservations,  in 
now  extinguished,  and  a  vast  region  opened  for  settlement  and  cultivation. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  gives  a  satisfac- 
tory exhibit  of  the  operations  and  condition  of  that  branch  of  the  public 
service. 

A  number  of  small  vessels  suitable  for  entering  the  mouths  of  rivers 
were  judiciously  purchased  during  the  war,  and  gave  great  efficiency  to 
the  squadron  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico.  On  the  return  of  peace,  when  no 
longer  valuable  for  naval  purposes,  and  liable  to  constant  deterioration, 
they  were  sold,  and  the  money  placed  in  the  treasury. 

The  number  of  men  in  the  naval  service  authorized  by  law,  during  the 
war,  has  been  reduced  by  discharges  below  the  maximum  fixed  for  the 
peace  establishment.  Adequate  squadrons  are  maintained  in  the  several 
quarters  of  the  globe  where  experience  has  shown  their  services  may  be 
most  usefully  employed ;  and  the  naval  service  was  never  in  a  condition 
of  higher  discipline  or  greater  efficiency. 

I  invite  attention  to  the  recommendation  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  on 
the  subject  of  the  marine  corps.  The  reduction  of  the  corps  at  the  end 
of  the  war  required  that  four  officers  of  each  of  the  three  lower  grades 
should  be  dropped  from  the  rolls.  A  board  of  officers  made  the  selection ; 
and  those  designated  were  necessarily  dismissed,  but  without  any  alleged 
fault.  I  concur  in  opinion  with  the  secretary,  that  the  service  would  be 
improved  by  reducing  the  number  of  landsmen,  and  increasing  the  marines. 
Such  a  measure  would  justify  an  increase  of  the  number  of  officers  to  the 
extent  of  the  reduction  by  dismissal,  and  still  the  corps  would  have  fewer 
officers  than  a  corresponding  number  of  men  in  the  army. 

The  contracts  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  in  steamships,  convert- 
ible into  war-steamers,  promise  to  realize  all  the  benefits  to  our  commerce 
and  to  the  navy  which  were  anticipated.  The  first  steamer  thus  secured 
to  the  government  was  launched  in  January,  1847.  There  are  now 
seven  ;  and  in  another  year  there  will,  probably,  be  not  less  than  seven- 
teen afloat.  While  this  great  national  advantage  is  secured,  our  social 
and  commercial  intercourse  is  increased  and  promoted  with  Germany, 
Great  Britain,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  with  all  the  countries  on  the 
west  coast  of  our  continent,  especially  with  Oregon  and  California,  and 
between  the  northern  and  southern  sections  of  the  United  States.  Con- 
siderable revenue  may  be  expected  from  postages ;  but  the  connected  line 
from  New  York  to  Chagres,  and  thence  across  the  isthmus  to  Oregon, 
can  not  fail  to  exert  a  beneficial  influence,  not  now  to  be  estimated,  on  the 
interests  of  the  manufactures,  commerce,  navigation,  and  currency  of  the 
United  States.  As  an  important  part  of  the  system,  I  recommend  to  your 
favorable  consideration  the  establishment  of  the  proposed  line  of  steamers 
between  New  Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz.  It  promises  the  most  happy 
results  in  cementing  friendship  between  the  two  republics,  and  extending 
reciprocal  benefits  to  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  both. 

The  report  of  the  postmaster-general  will  make  known  to  you  the  oper- 
ations of  that  department  for  the  past  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  the  revenues  of  the  department,  under  the  rates 
of  postage  now  established  by  law,  so  rapidly  increasing.  The  gross 
amount  of  postage  during  the  last  fiscal  year  amounted  to  four  millions, 
three  hundred  and  seventy-one  thousand  and  seventy-seven  dollars,  ex- 
ceeding the  annual  average  received  for  the  nine  years  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1845,  by  the  sum  of  six 
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tflousand,  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars,  and  exceeding  the  amount 
received  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1847,  by  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand,  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars. 

The  expenditures  for  the  year,  excluding  the  sum  of  ninety-four  thou- 
sand, six  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars,  allowed  by  Congress  at  its  last 
session  to  individual  claimants,  and  including  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
housand,  five  hundred  dollars,  paid  for  the  services  of  the  line  of  steam- 
ers between  Bremen  and  New  York,  amounted  to  four  millions,  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars,  which 
IS  less  than  the  annual  average  for  the  nine  years  previous  to  the  act  of 
1845,  by  three  hundred  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars. 

The  mail-routes  on  the  30th  day  of  June  last,  were  one  hundred  and 
sixty-three  thousand,  two  hundred  and  eight  miles  in  extent — being  an 
increase  during  the  last  year  of  nine  thousand,  three  hundred  and  ninety 
miles  The  mails  were  transported  over  them,  during  the  same  time,  forty- 
one  millions,  twelve  thousand,  five  hundred  and  seventy-nine  miles ;  making 
an  increase  of  transportation  for  the  year  of  two  millions,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  fhousand,  six  hundred  and  eighty  miles,  while  the  expense 
was  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year  by  four  thousand,  two  hundred  and 
thirty-five  dollars. 

The  increase  in  the  mail  transportation  within  the*  last  three  years,  has 
been  five  millions,  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight  thousand,  three  hun- 
dred and  ten  miles,  while  the  expenses  were  reduced  four  hundred  and 
fifty- six  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars — making  an  in- 
crease of  service  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  per  cent.,  and  a  reduction  in  the 
expenses  of  more  than  fifteen  per  cent. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  employed,  under  contracts  with 
the  postofiice  department,  two  ocean-steamers  in  conveying  the  mails 
monthly  between  New  York  and  Bremen,  and  one,  since  October  last,  per- 
forming semi-monthly  service  between  Charleston  and  Havana ;  and  a 
contract  has  been  made  for  the  transportation  of  the  Pacific  mails  across 
the  isthmus  from  Chagres  to  Panama. ' 

Under  the  authority  given  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  three  ocean- 
steamers  have  been  constructed  and  sent  to  the  Pacific,  and  are  expected 
to  enter  upon  the  mail  service  between  Panama  and  Oregon,  and  the  in- 
termediate ports,  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  and  a  fourth  has  been  en- 
gaged by  him  for  the  service  between  Havana  and  Chagres ;  so  that  a 
regular  monthly  mail  line  will  be  kept  up  after  that  time  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  our  territories  on  the  Pacific. 

Notwithstanding  this  great  increase  in  the  mail  service,  should  the  rev* 
enue  continue  to  increase  the  present  year  as  it  did  in  the  last,  there  will 
be  received  near  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  more  than  the 
expenditures. 

These  considerations  have  satisfied  the  postmaster-general  that,  with 
certain  modifications  of  the  act  of  1845,  the  revenue  may  be  still  further 
increased,  and  a  reduction  of  postage  made  to  a  uniform  rate  of  ^ve  cents, 
without  an  interference  with  the  principle,  which  has  been  constantly  and 
properly  enforced,  of  making  that  department  sustain  itself. 

A  well-digested  cheap  postage  system  is  the  best  means  of  difiusing  in- 
telligence among  the  people,  and  is  of  so  much  importance  in  a  country  so 
extensive  as  that  of  the  United  States,  that  1  recommend  to  your  favorable 
-  consideration  the  suggestions  of  the  postmaster-general  for  its  improve- 
ment. 
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Nothing  can  retard  the  onward  progress  of  our  country,  and  prevent  ire 
from  assuming  and  maintaining  the  first  rank  among  nations,  but  a  disre- 
gard of  the  experience  of  the  past,  and  a  recurrence  to  an  unwise  public 
policy.  We  have  just  closed  a  foreign  war  by  an  honorable  peace — a 
war  rendered  necessary  and  unavoidable  in  the  vindication  of  tbe  national 
rights  and  honor.  The  present  condition  of  the  country  is  similar  in  some 
respects  to  that  which  existed  immediately  after  tbe  close  of  the  war  with 
Great  Britain  in  1815,  and  the  occasion  is  deemed  to  be  a  proper  one  to 
take  a  retrospect  of  the  measures  of  public  policy  which  followed  that  war. 
There  was  at  that  period  of  our  history  a  departure  from  our  earlier  policy. 
The  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  the  federal  government  by  construction, 
which  obtained,  was  not  warranted  by  any  just  interpretation  of  the  con- 
stitution. A  few  years  after  the  close  of  that  war,  a  series  of  measures 
was  adopted  which,  united  and  combined,  constituted  what  was  termed  by 
their  authors  and  advocates  the  '^American  system." 

The  introduction  of  the  new  policy  was  for  a  time  favored  by  the  con- 
dition of  the  country ;  by  the  heavy  debt  which  had  been  contracted  du- 
ring the  war;  by  the  ^depression  of  the  public  credit;  by  ihe  deranged 
state  of  the  finances  and  the  currency ;  and  by  the  commercial  and  pecu- 
niary embarrassment  which  extensively  prevailed.  These  were  not  the 
only  causes  which  led  to  its  establishment.  The  events  of  the  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  the  embarrassments  which  had  attended  its  prosecution, 
had  left  on  the  minds  of  many  of  our  statesmen  the  impression  that  our 
government  was  not  strong  enough,  and  that,  to  wield  its  resources  suc- 
cessfully in  great  emergencies,  and  especially  in  war,  more  power  should 
be  concentrated  in  its  hands.  This  increased  power  they  did  not  seek  to 
ubtain  by  the  legitimate  and  prescribed  mode — an  amendment  of  the  con- 
stitution— but  by  construction.  They  saw  governments  in  the  old  world 
based  upon  different  orders  of  society,  and  so  constituted  as  to  throw  the 
whole  power  of  nations  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  who  taxed  and  controlled 
the  many  without  responsibility  or  restraint.  In  that  arrangement  they 
conceived  the  strength  of  nations  in  war  consisted,  'i'here  was  also  some- 
thing fascinating  in  the  ease,  luxury,  and  display,  of  the  higher  orders,  who 
drew  their  wealth  from  the  toil  of  the  laboring  millions.  The  authors  of 
the  system  drew  their  ideas  of  political  economy  from  what  they  had  wit- 
nessed in  Europe,  and  particularly  in  Great  Britain.  They  had  viewed 
the  enormous  wealth  concentrated  in  few  hands,  and  had  seen  the  splen- 
dor of  the  overgrown  establishments  of  an  aristocracy  which  was  upheld 
by  the  restrictive  policy.  They  forgot  to  look  down  upon  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  English  population,  upon  whose  daily  and  yearly  labor  the 
great  establishments  they  so  much  admired  were  sustained  and  supported. 
They  failed  to  perceive  that  the  scantily-fed  and  half-clad  operatives  were 
not  only  in  abject  poverty,  but  were  bound  in  chains  of  oppressive  servi- 
tude for  the  benefit  of  favored  classes,  who  were  the  exclusive  objects  of 
the  care  of  the  government. 

It  was  not  possible  to  reconstruct  society  in  the  United  States  upon  the 
European  plan.  Here  there  was  a  written  constitution,  by  which  orders 
and  titles  were  not  recognised  or  tolerated.  A  system  of  measures  was 
therefore  devised,  calculated,  if  not  intended,  to  withdraw  power  gradually 
and  silently  from  the  states  and  the  mass  of  the  people,  and  by  construe^ 
tion  to  approximate  our  government  to  the  European  models,  substituting 
an  aristocracy  of  wealth  for  that  of  orders  and  titles. 

Without  reflecting  upon  the  dissimilarity  of  our  institutions^  and  of  the 
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condition  of  our  people  and  those  of  Europe,  they  conceived  the  vain  idea 
of  building  up  in  the  United  States  a  system  similar  to  that  which  they 
admired  abroad.  Great  Britain  had  a  national  bank  of  large  capital,  in 
■whose  hands  was  concentrated  the  controlling  monetary  and  financial 
power  of  the  nation  ;'an  institution  wielding  almost  kingly  power,  and  ex- 
erting vast  influence  upon  all  the  operations  of  trade,  and  upon  the  policy 
of  the  government  itself.  Great  Britain  had  an  enormous  public  debt,  and 
it  had  become  a  part  of  her  public  policy  to  regard  this  as  a  "  public  bles- 
sing." Great  Britain  had  also  a  restrictive  policy,  which  placed  fetters 
and  burdens  oil  trade,  and  trammelled  the  productive  industry  of  the  mass 
of  the  nation.  By  her  combined  system  of  policy,  the  landlords  and  other 
property-holders  were  protected  and  enriched  by  the  enormous  taxes  which 
were  levied  upon  the  labor  of  the  country  for  tlieir  advantage. 

Imitating  this  foreign  policy,  the  first  step  in  establishing  the  new  sys- 
tem in  the  United  states  was  the  creation  of  a  national  bank.  Not  fore- 
seeing the  dangerous  power  and  countless  evils  which  such  an  institution 
might  entail  on  the  country,  nor  perceiving  the  connexion  which  it  was 
designed  to  form  between  the  bank  and  the  other  branches  of  the  mis- 
called "American  system,"  but  feeling  the  embarrassments  of  the  treasury, 
and  of  the  business  of  the  country,  consequent  upon  the  war,  some  of  our 
statesmen  who  had  held  different  and  sounder  views  were  induced  to  yield 
their  scruples,  and,  indeed,  settled  convictions  of  its  unconplitutionality, 
and  to  give  it  their  sanction,  as  an  expedient  which  they  vainly  hoped 
might  produce  relief.  It  was  a  most  unfortunate  error,  as  the  subsequent 
history  and  final  catastrophe  of  that  dangerous  and  corrupt  institution  have 
abundantly  proved.  The  bank,  with  its  numerous  branches  ramified  into 
the  states,  soon  brought  many  of  tho  active  political  and  commercial  men 
in  different  sections  of  the  country  into  the  relation  of  debtors  to  it,  and 
dependants  upon  it  for  pecuniary  favors  ;  thus  diffusing  throughout  the 
mass  of  society  a  great  number  of  individuals  of  power  and  influence 
to  give  tone  to  public  opinion,  and  to  act  in  concert  in  cases  of  emergency. 
The  corrupt  power  of  such  a  political  engine  is  no  longer  a  matter  of 
speculation,  having  been  displayed  in  numerous  instances,  but  most  sig- 
nally in  the  political  struggles  of  1832,-33-'34,in  opposition  to  the  public 
will  represented  by  a  fearless  and  patriotic  president. 

But  the  bank  was  but  one  branch  of  the  new  system.  A  public  debt 
of  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars  existed ;  and  it 
is  not  to  be  disguised  that  many  of  the  authors  of  the  new  system  did  not 
regard  its  speedy  payment  as  essential  to  the  public  prosperity,  but  looked 
upon  its  continuance  as  no  national  evil.  While  the  debt  existed,  it  fur- 
nished aliment  to  the  national  bank,  and  rendered  increased  taxation 
necessary  to  the  amount  of  the  interest,  exceeding  seven  millions  of 
dollars  annually. 

This  operated  in  harmony  with  the  next  branch  of  the  new  system, 
which  was  a  high  protective  tariflT.  This  was  to  aflford  bounties  to  favored 
classes  and  particular  pursuits,  at  the  expense  of  all  others.  A  proposi- 
tion to  tax  the  whole  people  for  the  purpose  of  enriching  a  few,  was  too 
monstrous  to  be  openly  made.  The  scheme  was,  therefore,  veiled  under 
the  plausible  but  delusive  pretext  of  a  measure  to  protect  "  home  indus- 
try;" and  many  of  our  people  were,  for  a  time,  led  to  believe  that  a  tax, 
which  in  the  main  fell  upon  labor,  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  laborer  who 
paid  it.  This  branch  of  the  system  involved  a  partnership  between  the 
government  and  the  favored  classes — the  former  receiving  the  proceeds 
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of  the  tax  imposed  on  articles  imported,  and  the  latter  the  increased  price 
of  similar  articles  produced  at  home,  caused  by  such  tax.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  portion  to  be  received  by  the  favored  classes  would,  as  a  general 
rule,  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  rates  of  tax  imposed, 
and  diminished  as  those  rates  were  reduced  to  the  revenue  standard 
required  by  the  wants  of  the  government.  The  rates  required  to  produce 
a  sufficient  revenue  fqr  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  government,  for 
necessary  purposes,  were  not  likely  to  give  to  the  private  partners  in  this 
scheme  profits  sufficient  to  satisfy  their  cupidity ;  and  hence  a  variety  of 
expedients  and  pretexts  were  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the 
expenditures,  and  thereby  creating  a  necessity  for  keeping  up  a  high 
protective  tariff.  The  effect  of  this  policy  was  to  interpose  artificial 
restrictions  upon  the  natural  course  of  the  business  and  trade  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  advance  the  interests  of  large  capitalists  and  monopolists,  at 
the  expense  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  who  were  taxed  to  increase 
their  wealth. 

Another  branch  of  this  system  was  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  internal 
improvements,  capable  of  indefinite  enlargement,  and  sufficient  to  swallow 
up  as  many  millions  annually  as  could  be  exacted  from  the  foreign  com- 
merce of  the  country.  This  was  a  convenient  and  necessary  adjunct  of 
the  protective  tariff.  It  was  to  be  the  great  absorbent  of  any  surplus 
which  might  at  any  time  accumulate  in  the  treasury,  and  of  the  taxes 
levied  on  the  people,  not  for  necessary  revenue  purposes,  but  for  the 
avowed  object  of  affording  protection  to  the  favored  classes. 

Auxiliary  to  the  same  end,  if  it  was  not  an  essential  part  of  the  system 
itself,  was  the  scheme,  which  at  a  later  period  obtained,  for  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  slates.  Other 
expedients  were  devised  to  take  money  out  of  the  treasury,  and  prevent 
its  coming  in  from  any  other  source  than  the  protective  tariff.  The 
authors  and  supporters  of  the  system  were  the  advocates  of  the  largest 
expenditures,  whether  for  necessary  or  useful  purposes  or  not,  because 
the  larger  the  expenditures  the  greater  was  the  pretext  for  high  taxes  in 
the  form  of  protective  duties. 

These  several  measures  were  sustained  by  popular  names  and  plausible 
arguments,  by  which  thousands  were  deluded.  The  bank  was  repre- 
sented to  be  an  indispensable  fiscal  agent  for  the  government ;  was  to 
equalize  exchanges,  and  to  regulate  and  furnish  a  sound  currency,  always 
and  everywhere  of  uniform  value.  The  protective  tariff  was  to  give 
employment  to  "  American  labor"  at  advanced  prices ;  was  to  protect 
**  home  industry,"  and  furnish  a  steady  market  for  the  farmer.  Internal 
improvements  were  to  bring  trade  into  every  neighborhood,  and  enhance 
the  value  of  every  man's  piv)perty.  The  distribution  of  the  land  money 
was  to  enrich  the  states,  finish  their  public  works,  plant  schools  through- 
out their  borders,  and  relieve  them  from  taxation.  But  the  fact  that,  for 
every  dollar  taken  out  of  the  treasury  for  these  objects,  a  much  larger  sum 
was  transferred  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  to  the  favore^  classes,  was 
carefully  concealed,  as  was  also  the  tendency  if  not  the  ultimate  design 
of  tfie  system  to  build  up  an  aristocracy  of  wealth,  to  control  the  masses 
of  society,  and  monopolize  the  political  power  of  the  country. 

The  several  branches  of  this  system  were  so  intimately  blended 
together,  that,  in  their  operation,  each  sustained  and  strengthened  the 
others.  Their  joint  operation  was,  to  add  new  biirdens  of  taxation  and 
to  encourage   a  largely-increased   and  wasteful   expenditure  of  public  ' 
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money.  It  was  the  interest  of  the  bank  that  the  revenue  collected  and 
the  disbursements  made  by  the  government  should  be  large,  because, 
being  the  depository  of  the  public  money,  the  larger  the  amount,  the 
greater  would  be  the  bank  profits  by  its  use.  It  was  the  interest  of  the 
favored  classes,  who  were  enriched  by  the  protective  tariff,  to  have  the 
rates  of  that  protection  as  high  as  possible ;  for  the  higher  those  rates, 
the  greater  would  be  their  advantage.  It  was  the  interest  of  the  people 
of  all  those  sections  and  localities  who  expected  to  be  benefited  by 
expenditures  for  internal  improvements,  that  the  amount  collected  should 
be  as  large  as  possible,  to  the  end  that  the  sum  disbursed  might  also  be 
the  larger.  The  states  being  the  beneficiaries  in  the  distribution  of  the 
land  money,  had  an  interest  in  having  the  rates  of  tax  imposed  by  the 
protective  tariff  large  enough  to  yield  a  sufficient  revenue  from  that  source 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  government,  without  disturbing  or  taking  from 
them  the  land  fund ;  so  that  each  of  the  branches  constituting  the  system 
had  a  common  interest  in  swelling  the  public  expenditures.  They  had  a 
direct  interest  in  maintaining  the  public  debt  unpaid,  and  increasing  its 
amount,  because  this  would  produce  an  annual  increased  drain  upon  the 
treasury,  to  the  amount  of  the  interest,  and  render  augmented  taxes  neces- 
sary. The  operation  and  necessary  effect  of  the  whole  system  were  to 
encourage  large  and  extravagant  expenditures,  and  thereby  to  increase 
the  public  patronage,  and  maintain  a  rich  and  splendid  government  at  the 
expense  of  a  taxed  and  impoverished  people. 

It  is  manifest  that  this  scheme  of  enlarged  taxation  and  expenditures 
had  it  continued  to  prevail,  must  soon  have  converted  the  government  of 
the  Union,  intended  by  its  framers  to  be  a  plain,  cheap,  and  simple  con- 
federation of  states,  united  together  for  common  protection,  and  charged 
with  a  few  specific  duties,  relating  chiefly  to  our  foreign  affairs,  into  a 
conaolidated  empire,  depriving  the  states  of  their  reserved  rights,  and  the 
people  of  their  just  power  and  control  in  the  administration  of  their 
government.  In  this  manner  the  whole  form  and  character  of  the  govern- 
ment would  be  changed,  not  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  but 
by  resorting  to  an  unwarrantable  and  unauthorized  construction  of  that 
instrument. 

The  indirect  mode  of  levying  the  taxes  by  a  duly  on  imports,  prevents 
the  mass  of  the  people  from  readily  perceiving  the  amount  they  pay,  and 
has  enabled  the  few  who  are  thus  enriched,  and  who  seek  to  wield  the 
political  power  of  the  country,  to  deceive  and  delude  them.  Were  the 
taxes  collected  by  a  direct  levy  upon  the  people,  as  is  the  case  in  the 
states,  this  could  not  occur. 

The  whole  system  was  resisted  from  its  inception  by  many  of  our 
ablest  statesmen,  some  of  whom  doubted  its  constitutionality  and  its  expe- 
diency, while  others  believed  it  was,  in  all  its  branches,  a  flagrant  and 
dangerous  infraction  of  the  constitution. 

That  a  national  bank,  a  protective  tariff,  levied  not  to  raise  the  revenue 
needed,  but  for  protection  merely,  internal  improvements,  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  are  measures  without 
the  warrant  of  the  constitution,  would,  upon  the  maturest  consideration, 
seem  to  be  clear.  It  is  remarkable  that  no  one  of  these  measures,  involv- 
ing such  momentous  consequences,  is  authorized  by  any  express  grant  of 
power  in  the  constitution.  No  one  of  them  is  "incident  to,  as  being 
necessary  and  proper  for  the  execution  of,  the  specific  powers"  granted 
by  the  constitution.    The  authority  under  which  it  has  been  attempted  to 
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justify  each  of  tlicm  is  derived  from  inferences  and  constructions  of  the 
constitution  which  its  letter  and  its  whole  object  and  design  do  not  warrant. 
Is  it  to  be  conceived  that  such  immense  powers  would  have  been  left  by 
the  framers  of  the  constitution  to  mere  inferences  and  doubtful  construc- 
tions ?  Had  it  been  intended  to  confer  them  on  the  federal  government, 
it  is  but  reasonable  to  conclude  that  it  would  have  been  done  by  plain  and 
unequivocal  grants.  This  was  not  done ;  but  the  whole  structure  of  which 
the  "American  system"  consisted  was  reared  on  no  other  or  belter  found- 
aiion  than  forced  implications  and  inferences  of  power,  which  its  authors 
assumed  might  be  deduced  by  construction  from  the  constitution. 

But  it  has  been  urged  that  the  national  bank,  which  constituted  so  es- 
sential a  branch  of  this  combined  system  of  measures,  was  not  a  new 
measure,  and  that  its  constitutionality  had  been  previously  sanctioned,  be- 
cause a  bank  had  been  chartered  in  1791,  and  had  received  the  official 
signature  of  President  Washington.  A  few  facts  will  show  the  just 
weight  to  which  this  precedent  should  be  entitled,  as  bearing  upon  the 
question  of  constitutionality. 

Great  division  of  opinion  upon  the  subject  existed  in  Congress.  It  is 
well  known  that  President  Washington  entertained  serious  doubts  both  as 
to  the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of  the  measure  ;  and  while  the  bill 
was  before  him  for  his  official  approval  or  disapproval,  so  great  were  these 
doubts,  that  he  required  "the  opinionin  writing"  of  the  members  of  his  cabinet 
to  aid  him  in  arriving  at  a  decision.  His  cabinet  gave  their  opinions,-  and 
were  divided  upon  the  subject — General  Hamilton  being  in  favor  of,  and 
Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Randolph  being  opposed  to,  the  constitutionality  and 
expediency  of  the  bank.  It  is  well  known,  also,  that  President  Washington 
retained  the  bill  from  Monday,  the  fourteenth,  when  it  was  presented  to 
him,  until  Friday,  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  February — being  the  last  mo- 
ment permitted  him  by  the  constitution  to  deliberate,  when  he  finally 
yielded  to  it  his  reluctant  assent,  and  gave  it  his  signature.  It  is  certain 
that,  as  late  as  the  twenty-third  of  February — being  the  ninth  day  after  the 
bill  was  presented  to  him — he  had  arrived  at  no  satisfactory  conclusion  ; 
for  on  that  day  he  addressed  a  note  to  General  Hamilton,  in  which  he  in- 
forms him  that  "  this  bill  was  presented  to  me  by  the  joint  committee  of 
Congress  at  12  o'clock  on  Monday,  the  fourteenth  instant;"  and  he  re- 
quested his  opinion  "  to  what  precise  period,  by  legal  interpretation  of  the 
constitution,  can  the  president  retain  it  in  his  possession,  before  it  becomes 
a  law  by  the  lapse  of  ten  days."  If  the  proper  construction  was,  that  the 
day  on  which  the  bill  was  presented  to  the  president,  and  the  day  on 
which  his  action  was  had  upon  it,  were  both  to  be  counted  inclusive,  then 
the  time  allowed  him,  within  which  it  would  be  competent  for  him  to  re- 
turn it  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated,  with  his  objections,  would  expire 
on  Thursday,  the  twenty-fourth  of  February.  General  Hamilton  on  the 
same  day  returned  an  answer,  in  which  he  slates  :  "  I  give  it  as  my  opin- 
ion that  you  have  ten  days  exclusive  of  that  on  which  the  bill  was  deliv- 
ered to  you,  and  Sundays  ;  hence,  in  the  present  case,  if  it  is  returned  on 
Friday,  it  will  be  in  time."  By  this  construction,  which  the  president 
adopted,  he  gained  another  day  for  deliberation,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
twenty-fifth  of  February  that  he  signed  the  bill ;  thus  affording  conclusive 
proof  that  ho  had  at  last  obtained  his  own  consent  to  sign  it,  not  without 
great  and  almost  insuperable  difficulty.  Additional  light  has  been  recently- 
shed  upon  the  serious  doubts  which  he  had  upon  the  subject,  amounting 
at  one  time  to  a  conviction  that  it  was  his  duty  to  withhold  his  approval 
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from  tlie  bill.  Tbis  is.  found  among  tbe  manuscript  papers  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son, aulborized  to  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  government  by  an  act 
of  tbe  last  session  of  Congress,  and  now  for  the  first  time  accessible  to 
the  public.  From  these  papers,  it  appears  that  President  Washington, 
while  he  yet  held  the  bank  bill  in  his  hands,  actually  requested  Mr.  Mad- 
ison, at  that  time  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives,  to  prepare  the 
draught  of  a  veto  message  for  him.  Mr.  Madison,  at  his  request,  did  pre- 
pare the  draught  of  such  a  message,  and  sent  it  to  him  on  the  twenty-first 
of  Februaiy,  1791.  A  copy  of  this  original  draught,  in  Mr.  Madison's 
own  handwriting,  was  carefully  preserved  by  him,  and  is  among  the  papers 
lately  purchased  by  Congress.  It  is  preceded  by  a  note,  written  on  the 
same  sheet,  which  is  also  in  Mr.  Madison's  handwriting,  and  is  as  follows : — 

**  February  2 1  st,  1791.  Copy  of  a  paper  made  out  and  sent  to  the  pres- 
ident, at  his  request,  to  be  ready,  in  case  his  judgment  should  finally  de- 
cide against  the  bill  for  incorporating  a  national  bank,  the  bill  being  then 
before  him." 

Among  the  objections  assigned  in  this  paper  to  the  bill,  and  which  were 
submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  president,  are  the  following  : — 

"  I  object  to  the  bill,  because  it  is  an  essential  principle  of  the  govern- 
ment that  powers  not  delegated  by  the  constitution  can  not  be  rightfully 
exercised  ;  because  the  power  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be  exercised  is  not 
expressly  delegated,  and  because  I  can  not  satisfy  myself  that  it  results 
from  any  express  power  by  fair  and  safe  rules  of  interpretation." 

The  weight  of  the  precedent  of  the  bank  of  1791 ,  and  the  sanction  of  the 
great  name  of  Washington,  which  has  been  so  often  invoked  in  its  support, 
are  greatly  weakened  by  the  development  of  these  facts.  The  experiment 
of  that  bank  satisfied  the  country  that  it  ought  not  to  be  continued,  and  at  the 
end  of  twenty  years  Congress  refused  to  recharter  it.  It  would  have  been 
fortunate  for  the  country,  and  saved  thousands  from  bankruptcy  and  ruin, 
had  our  public  men  of  1816  resisted  the  temporary  pressure  of  the  times 
upon  our  financial  and  pecuniary  interests,  and  refused  to  charter  the  sec- 
ond bank.  Of  this  the  country  became  abundantly  satisfied,  and,  at  the 
close  of  its  twenty  years'  duration,  as  in  the  case  of  the  first  bank,  it  also 
ceased  to  exist.  Under  the  repeated  blows  of  President  Jackson,  it  reeled 
and  fell,  and  a  subsequent  attempt  to  charter  a  similar  institution  was  ar- 
rested by  the  veto  of  President  Tyler. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  yielding  his  signature  to  the  charter  of  1816,  did  so  upon 
the  ground  of  the  respect  due  to  precedents ;  and,  as  he  subsequently  de- 
clared, **  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  though,  on  the  original  question, 
held  to  be  unconstitutional,  received  the  executive  signature." 

It  is  prdbable  that  neither  the  bank  of  1791^  nor  that  of  1816,  would 
have  been  chartered,  but  for  the  embarrassments  of  the  government  in  its 
finances,  the  derangement  of  the  currency,  and  the  pecuniary  pressure 
which  existed  ;  the  first  the  consequence  of  the  war  of  the  revolution,  and 
the  second  the  consequence  of  the  war  of  1812.  Both  were  resorted  to 
in  the  delusive  hope  that  they  would  restore  public  credit,  and  afford  re- 
lief to  the  government  and  to  the  business  of  the  country. 

Those  of  our  public  men  who  opposed  the  whole  "  American  system" 
at  its  commencement,  and  throughout  its  progress,  foresaw  and  predicted 
that  it  was  fraught  with  incalculable  mischiefs,  and  must  result  in  serious 
injury  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  For  a  series  of  years  their 
wise  counsels  wc^e  unheeded,  and  the  system  was  established.  It  was 
soon  apparent  that  its  practical  operation  was  unequal  and  unjust  upon 
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different  portions  of  the  country,  and  upon  the  people  engaged  in  different 
pursuits.  All  were  equally  entitled  to  the  favor  and  protection  of  the 
government.  It  fostered  and  elevated  the  money  power,  and  enriched 
the  favored  few  by  taxing  labor,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  many.  Its 
effect  was  to  "  make  the  rich  richer,  and  the  poor  poorer."  Its  tendency 
was  to  create  distinctions  in  society  based  on  wealth,  and  to  give  to  the 
favored  classes  undue  control  and  sway  in  our  government.  It  was*  an 
organized  money  power,  which  resisted  the  popular  will,  and  sought  to 
shape  and  control  the  public  policy. 

Under  the  pernicious  workings  of  this  combined  system  of  measures, 
the  country  witnessed  alternate  seasons  of  temporary  apparent  prosperity; 
of  sudden  and  disastrous  commercial  revulsions  ;  of  unprecedented  fluc- 
tuation of  prices,  and  depression  of  the  great  interests  of  agriculture,  navi- 
gation,  and  commerce  ;  of  general  pecuniary  suffering,  and  of  final  bank- 
ruptcy of  thousands.  After  a  severe  struggle  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  the  system  was  overthrown. 

The  bank  has  been  succeeded  by  a  practical  system  of  finance,  conduct- 
ed and  controlled  solely  by  the  government.  The  constitutional  currency 
has  been  restored  ;  the  public  credit  maintained  unimpaired,  even  in  a 
period  of  foreign  war ;  and  the  whole  country  has  become  satisfied  that 
banks,  national  or  state,  are  not  necessary  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  govern- 
ment. Revenue  duties  have  taken  the  place  of  the  protective  tariff.  The 
distribution  of  the  money  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  has  been 
abandoned,  and  the  corrupting  system  of  internal  improvements,  it  is  hoped, 
has  been  effectually  checked. 

It  is  not  doubted,  that  if  this  whole  train  of  measures,  designed  to  take 
wealth  from  the  many  and  bestow  it  upon  the  few,  were  to  prevail,  the  ef- 
fect would  be  to  change  the  entire  character  of  the  government.  One  only 
danger  remains.  It  is  the  seductions  of  that  branch  of  the  system  which 
consists  in  internal  improvements,  holding  out,  as  it  does,  inducements  to 
the  people  of  particular  sections  and  localities  to  embark  the  government 
in  them  without  stopping  to  calculate  the  inevitable  consequences.  This 
branch  of  the  system  is  so  intimately  combined  and  linked  with  the  others, 
that  as  surely  as  an  effect  is  produced  by  an  adequate  cause,  if  it  be  re- 
suscitated and  revived,  and  firmly  established,  it  requires  no  sagacity  to 
foresee  that  it  will  necessarily  and  speedily  draw  af\er  it  the  re-establish- 
ment of  a  national  bank,  the  revival  of  a  protective  tariff,  the  distribution 
of  the  land  money,  and  not  only  the  postponement  to  the  distant  future  of 
the  payment  of  the  present  national  debt,  but  its  annual  increase. 

I  entertain  the  solemn  conviction,  that  if  the  internal  improvement  branch 
of  the  '*  American  system"  be  not  firmly  resisted  at  this  time,  the  whole 
series  of  measures  composing  it  will  be  speedily  re-established,  and  the 
country  he  thrown  back  from  its  present  high  state  of  prosperity,  which 
the  existing  policy  has  produced,  and  be  destined  again  to  witness  all  the 
evils,  commercial  revulsions,  depression  of  prices,  and  pecuniary  embar- 
rassments, through  which  we  have  passed  during  the  last  twenty-five 
years. 

To  guard  against  consequences  so  ruinous  is  an  object  of  high  national 
importance,  involving,  in  my  judgment,  the  continued  prosperity  of  the 
country. 

I  have  felt  it  to  be  an  imperative  obligation  to  withhold  my  constitutional 
sanction  from  two  bills  which  had  passed  the  two  houses  of  Congress, 
involving  the  principle  of  the  internal  improvement  branch  of  the  **  Ameri- 
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can  system,"  and  conflicting  in  their  provisions  with  the  views  here  ex- 
pressed. 

This  power  conferred  upon  the  president  by  the  constitution,  I  have  on 
three  occasions,  during  my  adminstraiion  of  the  executive  department  of 
the  government,  deemed  it  my  duty  to  exercise  ;  and  on  this  last  occasion 
of  making  to  Congress  an  annual  communication  "of  the  state  of  the 
Union,"  it  is  not  deemed  inappropriate  to  review  the  principles  and  con- 
siderations which  have  governed  my  action.  I  deem  this  the  more  neces- 
sary, because,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  sixty  years  since  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution,  the  propriety  of  the  exercise  of  this  undoubted  constitu- 
tional power  by  the  president  has  for  the  first  time  been  drawn  seriously 
in  question  by  a  portion  of  my  fellow-citizens. 

The  constitution  provides  that  "  every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the 
house  of  representatives  and  the  senate  shall,  before  it  become  a  law,  be 
presented  to  the  president  of  the  United  States :  if  he  approve,  he  shall 
sign  it,  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  that  house  in 
which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  on 
their  journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it." 

The  preservation  of  the  constitution  from  infraction  is  the  president's 
highest  duty.  He  is  bound  to  discharge  that  duty,  at  whatever  hazard  of 
incurring  the  displeasure  of  those  who  may  differ  with  him  in  opinion. 
He  is  bound  to  discharge  it,  as  well  by  his  obligations  to  the  people  who 
have  clothed  him  with  his  exalted  trust  as  by  his  oath  of  oflSce,  which  he 
may  not  disregard.  Nor  are  the  obligations  of  the  president  in  any  de- 
gree lessened  by  the  prevalence  of  views  different  from  his  own  in 
one  or  both  houses  of  Congress.  It  is  not  alone  hasty  and  inconsiderate 
legislation  that  he  is  required  to  check ;  but  if  at  any  time  Congress  shall, 
after  apparently  full  deliberation,  resolve  on  measures  which  he  deems 
subversive  of  the  constitution,  or  of  the  vital  interests  of  the  country, 
it  is  his  solemn  duty  to  stand  in  the  breach  and  resist  them.  The 
president  is  bound  to  approve,  or  disapprove,  every  bill  which  passes 
Congress  and  is  presented  to  him  for  his  signature.  The  constitution 
makes  this  his  duty,  and  he  can  not  escape  it  if  he  would.  He  has  no 
election.  In  deciding  upon  any  bill  presented  to  him,  he  must  exercise 
his  own  best  judgment.  If  he  can  not  approve,  the  constitution  commands 
him  to  return  the  bill  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated,  with  his  objec- 
tions ;  and  if  he  fail  to  do  this  within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted),  it  shall 
become  a  law  without  his  signature.  Right  or  wrong,  he  may  be  over- 
ruled by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  each  house ;  and,  in  that  event,  the  bill 
becomes  a  law  without  his  sanction.  If  his  objections  be  not  thus  over- 
niled,  the  subject  is  only  postponed,  and  is  referred  to  the  states  and  the 
people  for  their  consideration  and  decision.  The  president's  power  is 
negative  merely,  and  not  affirmative.  He  can  enact  no  law.  The  only 
effect,  therefore,  of  his  withholding  his  approval  of  a  bill  passed  by  Con- 
gress, is  to  suffer  the  existing  laws  to  remain  unchanged,  and  the  delay  oc- 
casioned is  only  that  required  to  enable  the  states  and  the  people  to  consider 
and  act  upon  the  subject  in  the  election  of  public  agents  who  will  carry 
out  their  wishes  and  instructions.  Any  attempt  to  coerce  the  president  to 
yield  his  sanction  to  measures  which  he  can  not  approve,  would  be  a  vio- 
lation of  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  palpable  and  flagrant ;  and  if  suc- 
cessful, would  break  down  the  independence  of  the  executive  department, 
and  make  the  president,  elected  by  the  people,  and  clothed  by  the  consti- 
tution with  power  to  defend  their  rights,  the  mere  instrument  of  a  majority 
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of  Congress.  A  surrender,  on  his  part,  of  the  powers  with  which  the  con- 
stitution has  invested  his  office,  would  effect  a  practical  alteration  of  that 
instrument,  \irithout  resorting  to  the  prescribed  process  of  amendment. 

With  the  motives  and  considerations  which  may  induce  Congress  to 
pass  any  bill,  the  president  can  have  nothing  to  do.  He  must  presume 
them  to  be  as  pure  as  his  own,  and  look  only  to  the  practical  effect  of  their 
measures  when  compared  with  the  constitution  or  the  public  good. 

But  it  has  been  urged  by  those  who  object  to  the  exercise  of  this  un- 
doubted constitutional  power,  that  it  assails  the  representative  principle 
and  the  capacity  of  the  people  to  govern  themselves ;  that  there  is  greater 
safety  in  a  numerous  representative  body  than  in  the  single  executive  cre- 
ated by  the  constitution,  and  that  the  executive  veto  is  a  "  one  man  pow- 
er," despotic  in  its  character.  To  expose  the  fallacy  of  this  objection,  it 
is  only  necessary  to  consider  the  frame  and  true  character  of  our  sys- 
tem. Ours  is  not  a  consolidated  empire,  but  a  confederated  Union.  The 
states,  before  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  were  co-ordinate,  co-equal, 
and  separate  independent  sovereignties,  and  by  its  adoption  they  did  not 
lose  that  character.  They  clothed  the  federal  government  with  certain 
powers,  and  reserved  all  others,  including  their  own  sovereignty,  to  them- 
selves. They  guarded  their  own  rights  as  states  and  the  rights  of  the 
people,  by  the  very  limitations  which  they  incorporated  into  the  federal 
constitution,  whereby  the  different  departments  of  the  general  government 
were  checks  upon  each  other.  That  the  majority  should  govern  is  a  gen- 
eral principle,  controverted  by  none ;  but  they  must  govern  according  to 
the  constitution,  and  not  according  to  an  undefined  and  unrestrained  dis- 
cretion, whereby  they  may  oppress  the  minority. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  are  not  blind  to  the  fact  that  they  may 
be  temporarily  misled,  and  that  their  representatives,  legislative  and  exec- 
utive, may  be  mistaken  or  influenced  in  their  action  by  improper  motives. 
They  have,  therefore,  interposed  between  themselves  and  the  laws  which 
may  be  passed  by  their  public  agents  various  representations,  such  as  as- 
semblies, senates,  and  governors,  in  their  several  states  ;  a  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, a  senate,  and  a  president,  of  the  United  States.  The  people 
can  by  their  own  direct  agency  make  no  law ;  nor  can  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, immediately  elected  by  them ;  nor  can  the  senate ;  nor  can 
both  together  without  the  concurrence  of  the  president,  or  a  vote  of  two 
thirds  of  both  houses. 

Happily  for  themselves,  the  people,  in  framing  our  admirable  system  of 
government,  were  conscious  of  the  infirmities  of  their  representatives ;  and, 
in  delegating  to  them  the  power  of  legislation,  they  have  fenced  them 
around  with  checks,  to  guard  against  the  effects  of  hasty  action,  of  error, 
of  combination,  and  of  possible  corruption.  Error,  selfishness,  and  fac- 
tion, have  often  sought  to  rend  asunder  this  web  of  checks,  and  subject 
the  government  to  the  control  of  fanatic  and  sinister  influences  ;  but  these 
efforts  have  only  satisfied  the  people  of  the  wisdom  of  the  checks  which 
they  have  imposed,  and  of  the  necessity  of  preserving  them  unimpaired. 

The  true  theory  of  our  system  is  not  to  govern  by  the  acts  or  decrees 
of  any  one  set  of  representatives  The  constitution  interposes  checks 
upon  all  branches  of  the  government,  in  order  to  give  time  for  error  to  be 
corrected  and  delusion  to  pass  away  ;  but  if  the  people  settle  down  into  a 
firm  conviction  different  from  that  of  their  representatives,  they  give  effect 
to  their  opinions  by  changing  their  public  servants.  The  checks  which 
the  people  imposed  on  their  public  servants  in  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
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tulion,  are  tTie  best  evidence  of  their  capacity  for  self-gorernment.  They 
know  that  the  men  whom  they  elect  to  pnbli,c  stations  are  of  like  infirmi- 
ties and  passions  with  themselves,  and  not  to  be  trusted  without  being  re- 
stricted by  co-ordinate  authorities  and  constitutional  limitations.  Who' 
that  has  witnessed  the  legislation  of  Congress  for  the  last  thirty  years  will 
say  that  he  knows  of  no  instance  in  which  measures  not  demanded  by  the 
public  good  have  been  carried  ?  Who  will  deny  that  in  the  state  govern- 
ments, .by  combinations  of  individuals  and  sections,  in  derogation  of  the 
general  interest,  banks  have  been  chartered,  systems  of  internal  improve- 
ment adopted,  and  debts  entailed  upon  the  people,  repressing  their  growth 
and  impairing  their  energies  for  years  to  come. 

After  so  much  experience,  it  can  not  be  said  that  absolute  unchecked 
power  is  safe  in  the  hands  of  any  one  set  of  representatives,  or  that  the 
capacity  of  the  people  for  self-government,  which  is  admitted  in  its  broad- 
est extent,  is  a  conclusive  argument  to  prove  the  prudence,  wisdom,  and 
integrity  of  their  representatives. 

The  people,  by  the  constitution,  have  commanded  the  president,  as  much 
as  they  have  commanded  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government,  to  ex- 
ecute their  will.  They  have  said  to  him  in  the  constitution,  which  they 
require  he  shall  take  a  solemn  oath  to  support,  that  if  Congress  pass  any 
bill  which  he  can  not  approve,  "  he  shall  return  it  to  the  house  in  which 
it  originated,  with  his  objections."  In  withholding  from  it  his  approval 
and  signature,  he  is  executing  the  will  of  the  people  constitutionally  ex- 
pressed, as  much  as  the  Congress  that  passed  it.  No  bill  is  presumed  to 
be  in  accordance  with  the  popular  will  until  it  shall  have  passed  through 
all  the  branches  of  the  government  required  by  the  constitution  to  make  it 
a  law.  A  bill  which  passes  the  house  of  representatives  may  be  rejected 
by  the  senate ;  and  so  a  bill  •passed  by  the  senate  may  be  rejected  by  the 
house.  In  each  case  the  respective  houses  exercise  the  veto  power  on 
the  other. 

Congress,  and  each'  house  of  Congress,  hold,  under  the  constitution,  a 
check  upon  the  president,  and  he,  by  the  power  of  the  qualified  veto,  a 
check  upon  Congress.  When  the  president  recommends  measures  to 
Congress,  he  avows,  in  the  most  solemn  form,  his  opinions,  gives  his  voice 
in  their  favor,  and  pledges  himself  in  advance  to  approve  them  if  passed' 
by  Congress.  If  he  acts  without  due  consideration,  or  has  been  influ- 
enced by  improper  or  corrupt  motives — or,  if  from  any  other  cause. 
Congress,  or  either  house  of  Congress,  shall  differ  with  him  in  opinion, 
they  exercise  their  veto  upon  his  recommendations,  and  reject  them  ;  and 
there  is  no  appeal  from  their  decision,  but  to  the  people  at  the  ballot-box. 
These  are  proper  checks  upon  the  executive,  wisely  interposed  by  the 
constitution.  None  will  be  found  to  object  to  them,  or  to  wish  them  re- 
pealed. It  is  equally  important  that  the  constitutional  checks  of  the  exec- 
utive upon  the  legislative  branch  should  be  preserved. 

If  it  be  said  that  the  representatives  in  the  popular  branch  of  Congress 
are  chosen  directly  by  the  people,  it  is  answered,  the  people  elect  the 
president.  If  both  houses  represent  the  states  and  the  people,  so  does  the 
president.  The  president  represents  in  the  executive  department  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States,  as  each  member  of  the  legislative  de- 
partment represents  portions  of  them. 

The  doctrine  of  restriction  upon  legislative  and  executive  power,  while 
a  well-settled  public  opinion  is  enabled  within  a  reasonable  time  to  accom- 
plish its  ends,  has  made  our  conntry  what  it  is,  and  has  opened  to  us  a 
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career  of  glory  and  happiness  to  which  all  other  nations  hare  been  strm- 
gers. 

In  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  veto,  the  president  is  responsible 
not  only  to  an  enlightened  public  opinion,  but  to  the  people  of  the  whole 
Union,  who  elected  him,  as  the  representatives  in  the  legislative  branches, 
who  differ  with  him  in  opinion,  are  responsible  to  the  people  of  particular 
states,  or  districts,  who  compose  their  respective  constituencies.  To  deny 
to  the  president  the  exercise  of  this  power,  would  be  to  repeal  that  provis- 
ion of  the  constitution  which  confers  it  upon  him.  To  charge  that  its 
-  exercise  unduly  controls  the  legislative  will,  is  to  complain  of  the  consti- 
tution itself. 

If  the  presidential  veto  be  objected  to  upon  the  groimd  that  it  checks 
and  thwarts  the  popular  will,  upon  the  same  principle  the  equality  of  rep- 
resentation o(  the  states  in  the  senate  should  be  stricken  out  of  the  consti- 
tution. The  vote  of  a  senator  from  Delaware  has  equal  weight  in  deci- 
ding upon  the  most  important  measures  with  the  vote  of  a  senator  from 
New  York ;  and  yet  the  one  represents  a  state  containing,  according  to 
the  existing  apportionment  of  representatives  in  the  honse  of  representa- 
tives, but  one  thirty-fourth  part  of  the  population  of  the  other.  By  the 
constitutional  composition  of  the  senate,  a  majority  of  that  body  from  the 
smaller  states  represent  less  than  one  fourth  of  the  people  of  the  Union r. 
There  are  thirty  states;  and,  under  the  existing  apportionment  of  repre- 
sentatives, there  are  two  hundred  and  thirty  members  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. Sixteen  of  the  smaller  states  are  represented  in  that  house  by 
but  fifty  members ;  and  yet  the  senators  from  those  states  constitute  a  ma- 
jority of  the  senate.  So  that  the  president  may  recommend  a  measure  to 
Congress,  and  it  may  receive  the  sanction  and  approval  of  more  than  three 
fourths  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  of  all  the  senators  from  the 
large  states,  containing  more  than  three  fourths  of  the  whole  population 
of  the  United  States  ;  and  yet  the  measure  may  be  defeated  by  the  votes 
of  the  senators  from  the  smaller  states.  None,  it  is  presumed,  can  be 
found  ready  to  change  the  organization  of  the  senate  on  this  account,  or  to 
strike  that  body  practically  out  of  existence,  by  requiring  that  its  action 
shall  be  conformed  to  the  will  of  the  more  numerous  branch. 

Upon  the  same  principle  that  the  veto  of  the  president  should  be  practi- 
cally abolished,  the  power  of  the  vice-president  to  give  the  casting  vote 
upon  an  equal  division  of  the  senate  should,  be  abolished  also.  The  vice- 
president  exercises  the  veto  power  as  effectually  by  rejecting  a  bill  by  his 
casting  vote  as  the  -president  does  by  refusing  to  approve  and  sign  it.  This 
power  has  been  exercised  by  the  vice-president  in  a  few  instances,  the 
most  important  of  which  was  the  rejection  of  the  bill  to  recharter  the  bank 
of  the  United  states  in  1811.  It  may  happen  that  a  bill  may  be  passed  by 
a  large  majority  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  may  be  supported  by 
the  senators  from  the  larger  states,  and  the  vice-president  nuty  reject  it  by 
giving  hits  vote  with  the  senators  from  the  smaller  states ;  and  yet  none,  it 
is  presumed,  are  prepared  to  deny  to  him  the  exercise,  of  this  power  under 
the  constitution. 

But  it  is,  in  point  of  fact,  untrue  that  an  act  passed  by  Congress  is  con- 
clusive evidence  that  it  is  an  emanation  of  .the  popular  will.  A  majority 
of  the  whole  number  elected  to  each  house  of  Congress  constitutes  a  quo- 
rum, and  a  majority  of  that  quorum  is  competent  to  pass  laws.  It  might 
happen  that  a  quorum  of  the  house  of  representatives,  consisting  of  a  sin- 
gle member  more  than  half  of  the  whole  number  elected  to  that  house. 
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might  pass  a  bill  by  a  majority  of  a  single  vote,  and  in  that  case  a  fraction 
more  than  one  fourth  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  would  be  repre« 
seated  by  those  who  yoted  for  it.  It  might  happen  that  the  same  bill 
might  be  passed  by  a'  majority  of  one  of  a  quorum  of  the  senate,  composed 
of  senators  from  the  fifteen  smaller  states,  and  a  single  senator  from 
a  sixteenth  state,  and  if  the  senators  voting  for  it  happened  to  be  from  the 
eight  of  the  smallest  of  these  states,  it  would  be  passed  by  the  votes  of 
senators  from  states  having  but  fourteen  representatives  in  the  bouse  of 
representatives,  and  containing  less  than  one  sixteenth  of  the  whole  pop- 
ulation of  the  United  States.  This  extreme  case  is  stated  to  illustrate  the 
fact,  that  the  mere  passage  of  a  bill  by  Congress  is  no  conclusive  evidence 
that  those  who  passed  it  represent  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  or  truly  reflect  their  will.  If  such  an  extreme  case  is  not  likely 
to  happen,  cases  that  approximate  it  are  of  constant  occurrence.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  not  a  single  law  has  been  passed,  since  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  upon  which  all  the  members  elected  to  both  houses  have  been 
present  and  voted.  Many  of  the  most  important  acts  which  have  passed 
Congress  have  been  carried  by  a  close  vote  in  thin  houses.  Many  in- 
stances of  this  might  be  given.  Indeed,  our  experience  proves  that  many 
of  the  most  important  acts  of  Congress  are  postponed  to  the  last  days,  and 
often  the  last  hours,  of  a  session,  when  they  are  disposed  of  in  haste,  and 
by  houses  but  little  exceeding  the  number  necessary  to  form  a  quorum. 

Besides,  in  most  of  the  states,  the  members  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives are  chosen  by  pluralities,  and  not  by  majorities  of  all  the  voters  in 
their  respective  districts  ;  and  it  may  happen  that  a  majority  of  that  hotkse 
may  be  returned  by  a  less  aggregate  vote  of  the  people  than  that  received 
by  the  minority. 

If  the  principle  insisted  on  be  sound,  then  the  constitution  should  be  so 
changed  that  no  bill  shall  become  a  law  unless  it  is  voted  for  by  members 
representing  in  each  house  a  majority  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States.  We  must  remodel  our  whole  system,  strike  down  and  abolish  not 
only  the  salutary  checks  lodged  in  the  executive  branch,  but  must  strike 
out  and  abolish  those  lodged  in  the  senate  also,  and  thus  practically  invest 
the  whole  power  of  the  government  in  the  majority  of  a  single  assembly 
— a  majority  uncontrolled  and  absolute,  and  which  may  become  despotic. 
To  conform  to  this  doctrine  of  the  right  of  majorities  to  rule,  independent 
of  the  checks  and  limitations  of  the  constitution,  we  must  revolutionize 
our  whole  system.  We  must  destroy  the  constitutional  compact  by  which 
the  several  states  agreed  to  form  a  federal  Union,  and  rush  into  consolida- 
tion,  which  must  end  in  monarchy  or' despotism.  No  one  advocates  such 
a  proposition  ;  and  yet  the  doctrine  maintained*  if  carried  out,  must  lead 
to  this  result. 

One  great  object  of  the  constitution  in  conferring  upon  the  president  a 
qualified  negative  upon  the  legislation  of  Congress,  was  to  protect  minori- 
ties from  injustice  and  oppression  by  majorities.  The  equality  of  theit 
representation  in  the  senate,  and  the  veto  power  of  the  president,  are  the 
constitutional  guaranties  which  the  smaller  states  have  that  their  rights 
will  be  respected.  Without  these  guaranties  all  their  interests  would  be 
at  the  mercy  of  majorities  in  Congress  representing  the  larger  states.  To 
the  smaller  and  weaker  states,  therefore,  the  preservation  of  this  power, 
and  its  exercise  upon  proper  occasions  demanding  it,  is  of  vital  importance. 
They  ratified  the  constitution,  and  entered  into  the  Union,  securing  to 
themselves  an  equal  representation  with  the  larger  states  in  the  senate ; 
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and  they  agreed  to  be  bound  by  all  laws'  passed  by  Congress,  upon  the 
express  condition,  and  none  other,  that  they  should  be  approved  by  the 
president,  or  passed,  his  objections  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  by  a 
vote  of  two  thirds  of  both  houses.  Upon  this  condition  they  have  a  right 
t6  insist,  as  a  part  of  the  compact  to  which  they  gave  their  assent. 

A  bill  might  be  passed  by  Congress  against  the  will  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  a  particular  state,  and  against  the  votes  of  its  senators  and  all  its 
representatives.  However  prejudicial  it  might  be  to  the  interests  of  such 
states,  it  would  be  bound  by  it  if  the  president  shall  approve  it,  or  it  shall 
be  passed  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  both  houses ;  but  it  has  a  right  to  de* 
mand  that  the  president  shall  exercise  his  constitutional  power  and  arrest 
it,  if  his  judgment  is  against  it.  If  he  surrender  this  power,  or  fail  to  ex- 
ercise it  in  a  case  where  he  can  not  approve,  it  would  make  his  forma] 
approval  a  mere  mockery,  and  would  be  itself  a  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  the  dissenting  state  would  become  bound  by  a  law  which  had 
not  been  passed  according  to  the  sanction  of  the  constitution. 

The  objection  to  the  exercise  bf  the  veto  power  is  founded  upon  an  idea 
respecting  the  popular  will,  which,  if  carried  out,  would  annihilate  state 
sovereignty,  and  substitute  for  the  present  federal  government  a  consolida- 
tion, directed  by  a  supposed  numerical  majority.  A  revolution  of  the 
government  would  be  silently  effected,  and  the  states  would  be  subjected 
to  laws  to  which  they  had  never  given  their  constitutional  consent. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  is  invested  with  the  power  to 
declare,  and  has  declared,  acts  of  Congress  passed  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  senate,  the  house  of  representatives,  and  the  approval  of  the  presi- 
dent, to  be  unconstitutional  and  void ;  and  yet  none,  it  is  presumed,  can 
be  found,  who  will  be  disposed  to  strip  this  highest  judicial  tribunal  under 
the  constitution  of  this  acknowledged  power — a  power  necessary  alike  to 
its  independence  and  the  rights  of  individuals. 

For  the  same  reason  that  the  executive  veto  should,  according  to  the 
doctrine  maintained,  be  rendered  nugatory,  and  be  practically  expunged 
from  the  constitution,  this  power  of  the  court  should  also  be  rendered  nu- 
gatory and  be  expunged,  because  it  restrains  the  legislative  and  executive 
will,  and  because  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  by  the  court  may  be  re- 
garded as  being  in  conflict  with  the  capacity  of  the  people  to  govern  them- 
selves. Indeed,  there  is  more  reason  for  striking  this  power  of  the  court 
from  the  constitution  than  there  is  that  of  the  qualified  veto  of  the  presi- 
dent ;  because  the  decision  of  the  court  is  final,  and  can  never  be  reversed, 
even  though  both  houses  of  Congress  and  the  president  should  be  unani- 
mous in  opposition  to  it ;  whereas  tlie  veto  of  the  president  may  be  over- 
ruled by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  both  houses  of  Congress,  or  by  the  people 
at  the  polls. 

It  is  obvious  that  to  preserve  the  system  established  by  the  constitution, 
each  of  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  government — the  executive,  legis- 
lative, and  judicial — must  be  lefl  in  the  exercise  of  its  appropriate  powers. 
If  the  executive  or  the  judicial  branch  be  deprived  of  powers  conferred  upon 
either  as  checks  on  the  legislative,  the  preponderance  of  the  latter  will 
become  disproportionate  and  absorbing,  and  the  others  impotent  for  the 
accomplishment  of  the  great  objects  for  which  they  were  established. 
Organized  as  they  are  by  the  constitution,  they  work  together  harmoni- 
ously for  the  public  good.  If  the  executive  and  the  judiciary  shall  be 
deprived  of  the  constitutional  powers  invested  in  them,  and  of  their  due 
proportions,  the  equilibrium  of  the  system  must  be  destroyed,  and  console- 
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dation,  with  the  most  pernicions  results,  must  ensue — a  consolidation  of 
unchecked,  despotic  power,  exercised  by  majorities  of  the  legislative 
branch. 

The  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial,  each  constitutes  a  separate  co- 
ordiDate  department  of  the  government,  and  each  is  independent  of  the 
olhers.  In  the  performance  of  their  respective  duties  under  the  constitu- 
tion, neither  can,  in  its  legitimate  action,  control  the  others.  They  eacK 
act  upoD  their  several  responsibilities  in  their  respective  spheres  ;  but  if 
the  doctrines  now  maintained  be  correct^  the  executive  must  become  prac- 
tically subordinate  to  the  legislative^  and  the  judiciary  must  become  sub- 
ordinate to  both  the  legislative  and  the  executive ;  and  thus  the  whole 
power  of  the  government  would  be  merged  in  a  single  department.  When- 
ever, if  ever,  this  shall  occur,  our  gloriotis  system  of  well-regulated  self- 
government  will  crumble  into  ruins — to  be  succeeded,  first  by  anarchy, 
and  finally  by  monarchy  or  despotism.  I  am  far  from  believing  that  this 
doctrine  is  the  sentiment  of  the  American  people ;  and  during  the  short 
period  which  remains  in  which  it  will  be  my  duty  to  administer  the  exec- 
utive department,  it  will  be  my  aim  to  maintain. its  independence,  and  dis- 
charge its  duties,  without  infringing  upon  the  powers  or  duties  of  either 
of  the  other  departments  of  the  government. 

The  power  of  the  executive  veto  was  exercised,  by  the  first  and  most 
illustrious  of  my  predecessors,  and  by  four  of  his  successors  who  preceded 
me  in  the  administration  of  the  government,  and,  it  is  believed,  in  no  in- 
stance prejudicially  to  the  public  interests.  It  has  never  been,  and  there 
is  but  little  danger  that  it  ever  can  be,  abused.  No  president  will  ever 
desire,  unnecessarily,  to  place  his  opinion  in  opposition  to  that  of  Con- 
gress. He  must  always  exercise  the  power  reluctantly,  and  only  in  cases 
where  his  convictions  make  it  a  matter  of  stem  duty,  which  he  can  not 
escape.  Indeed,  there  is  more  danger  that  the  president,  from  the  repug- 
nance he  must  always  feel  to  come  in  collision  with  Congress,  may  fail  to 
exercise  it  in  cases  where  the  preservation  of  the  constitution  from  infrac- 
tion, or  the  public  good,  may  demand  it,  than  that  he  will  ever  exercise  it 
unnecessarily  or  wantonly. 

During  the  period  I  have  administered  the  executive  department  of  the 
government,  great  and  important  questions  of  public  policy,  foreign  and 
domestic,  have  arisen,  upon  which  it  was  my  duty  to  act.  It  may,  indeed, 
be  truly  said  that  my  administration  has  fallen  upon  eventful  times.  I  have 
felt  most  sensibly  the  weight  of  the  high  responsibilities  devolved  upon 
me.  With  no  other  object  than  the  public  good,  the  enduring  fame,  and 
permanent  prosperity  of  my  country,  I  have  pursued  the  convictions  of  my 
own  best  judgment.  The  impartial  arbitrament  of  enlightened  public  opin- 
ion, present  and  future,  will  determine  how  far  the  public  policy  I  have 
maintained,  and  the  measures  I  have  from  time  to  time  recommended,  may 
have  tended  to  advance  or  retard  the  public  prosperity  at  home,  and  to 
elevate  or  depress  the  estimate  of  our  national  character  abroad. 

Invoking  the  blessings  of  the  Almighty  upon  your  deliberations  at  your 
present  important  session,  my  ardent  hope  is,  that  in  a  spirit  of  harmony 
and  concord  you  may  be  guided  to  wise  results,  and  such  as  may  redound 
U>  the  happiness,  the  honor,  and  the  glory,  of  our  beloved  country. 
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SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
August  14,  1848.* 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : — 

When  the  president  has  given  his  official  sanction  to  a  bill  which  has 
passed  Congress,  usage  requires  that  he  shall  notify  the  house  in  which 
it  originated  of  that  feet.  The  mode  of  giving  this  notification  has  been 
by  an  oral  message  delivered  by  his  private  secretary. 

Having  this  day  approved  and  signed  an  act  entitled  '''An  act  to  estab* 
lish  the  territorial  government  of  Oregon,"  I  deem  it  proper,  under  the 
existing  circumstances,  to  communicate  the  fact  in  a  more  solemn  form. 
The  deeply  interesting  and  protracted  discussions  which  have  taken  place 
in  both  houses  of  Congress,  and  the  absorbing  interest  which  the  subject 
has  excited  throughout  the  country,  justify,  in  my  judgment,  this  depar- 
ture from  the  form  of  notice  observed  in  other  cases.  In  this  communica* 
tion  with  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government,  made  proper  by  the 
considerations  referred  to,  I  shall  frankly  and  without  reserve  express  the 
reasons  which  have  constrained  me  not  to  withhold  my  signature  from 
the  bill  to  establish  a  government  over  Oregon,  even  though  the  two  terri- 
tories of  New  Mexico  &nd  California  are  to  be  led  for  the  present  without 
governments.  None  doubt  that  it  is  proper  to  establish  a  government  in 
Oregon.  Indeed  it  has  been  too  long  delayed.  I  have  made  repeated 
recommendations  to  Congress  to  this  effect.  The  petitions  of  the  people 
of  that  distant  region  have  been  presented  to  the  government,  and  ought 
not  to  be  disregarded.  To  give  to  them  a  regularly-organized  government 
and  the  protection  of  our  laws,  which  as  citizens  of  the  United  States 
they  claim,  is  a  high  duty  on  our  part,  and  one  which  we  are  bound  to 
perform,  unless  there  be  controlling  reasons  to  prevent  it. 

In  the  progress  of  all  governments,  questions  of  such  transcendent 
importance  occasionally  arise  as  to  cast  in  the  shade  all  those  of  a  mere 
party  character.  But  one  such  question  can  now  be  agitated  in  this 
country,  and  this  may  endanger  our  glorious  Union — the  source  of  our 
greatness  and  all  our  political  blessings.  This  question  is  slavery. 
With  the  slaveholding  states,  this  does  not  embrace  merely  the  rights  of 
property,  however  valuable ;  but  it  ascends  far  higher  and  involves  the 
domestic  pe^ce  and  security  of  every  family. 

The  fathers  of  the  constitution,  the  wise  and  patriotic  men  who  laid  the 
foundation  of  our  institutions,  foreseeing  the  danger  from  this  quarter,  acted 
in  a  spirit  of  compromise  and  mutual  concession  on  this  dangerous  and 
delicate  subject,  and  their  wisdom  ought  to  be  the  guide  of  their  succes- 
sors. While  they  left  to  the  states,  exclusively,  the  question  of  domestic 
slavery  within  their  respective  limits,  they  provided  that  slaves  who  might 
escape  into  other  states  not  recognising  the  institution  of  slavery  shall 
"  be  delivered  up  on  the  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor 
may  be  due.'* 

Upon  this  foundation  the  matter  rested  until  the  Missouri  question 
arose. 

In  December,  1819,  application  was  made  to  Congress  by  the  people  of 
the  Missouri  territory  for  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  state.     The  dis- 

*  Thii  meraage  was  receired  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  at  the  close  of  tfa« 
previoos  session,  hut  waa  not  read  and  entered  on  the  joamal  of  the  hooae  till  Dec.  6, 1848. 
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cussion  upon  tbe  subject  in  Congress  involved'  the  question  of  slavery, 
and  was  prosecuted  with  such  violence  as  to  produce  excitements  alarm- 
ing to  every  patriot  in  the  Union.  But  the  good  genius  of  conciliation, 
which  presided  at  the  birth  of  our  institutions,  finally  prevailed  ;  and  the 
Missouri  compromise  was  adopted.  The  eighth  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  6ih  of  March,  1820,  "to  authorizie  the  people  of  the 
Missouri  territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  state  government,"  &c.,  pro- 
vides :  "  That  in  all  that  territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States, 
under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  and 
thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  not  included  within  the  limits  of  the  state 
contemplated  by  this  act,  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude,  otherwise 
than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  parties  shall  have  t>een 
duly  convicted,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  for  ever  prohibited :  Provided, 
elways,  that  any  person  escaping  into  the  same  from  whom  labor  or  ser- 
vice is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  state  or  territory  of  the  United  States,  such 
fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to  the  person  claiming 
his  or  her  labor  or  service,  as  aforesaid." 

This  compromise  had  the  effect  of  calming  the  troubled  waves,  and 
restoring  peace  and  good- will  throughout  the  states  of  the  Union. 

The  Missouri  question  had  excited  intense  agitation  of  the  public  mind, 
and  threatened  to  divide  the  country  into  geographical  parties,  alienating 
the  feelings  of  attachment  which  each  portion  of  our  Union  should  bear  to 
every  other.  The  compromise  allayed  the  excitement,  tranquillized  the 
popular  mind,  and  restored  confidence  and  fraternal  feelings.  Its  authors 
were  hailed  as  public  benefactors. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  a  similar  adjustment  of  the  questions  which  now 
agitate  the  public  mind,  would  produce  the  same  happy  results.  If  the 
legislation  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  other  territories  shall  not 
be  adopted  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  compromise,  it  is  impossible  that 
the  country  can  be  satisfied,  or  that  the  most  disastrous  consequences 
shall  fail  to  ensue. 

When  Texas  wasi  admitted  into  the  Union,  the  same  spirit  of  com- 
proinise  which  guided  our  predecessors  in  the  admission  of  Missouri,  a 
quarter  of  a  century  before,  prevailed,  without  any  serious  opposition. 
The  joint  resolution  for  annexing  Texas  to  the  United  States,  approved 
March  the  first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five,  provides  that 
**  such  states  as  may  be  formed  out  of  that  portion  of  said  territory  lying 
south  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes,  north  latitude,  commonly  known 
as  the  Missouri  compromise  line,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  with 
or  without  slavery,  as  the  people  of  each  state  asking  admission  may 
desire.  And  in  such  state  or  states  as  shall  be  formed  out  of  said 
territory  north  of  the  Missouri  compromise  line,  slavery  or  involuntary 
servitude  (except  for  crime)  shall  be  prohibited." 

The  territory  of  Oregon  lies  far  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  rfin- 
utes,  the  Missouri  and  Texas  compromise  line.  Its  southern  boundary  is 
the  parallel  of  forty-two  degrees,  leaving  the  intermediate  distance  to  be 
three  hundred  and  thirty  geographical  miles.  And  it  is  because  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  Missouri 
compromise,  if  extended  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  that 
I  have  not  felt  at  liberty  to  withhold  my  sanction.  Had  it  embraced  ter- 
ritories south  of  that  compromise,  the  question  presented  for  my  consider- 
ation would  have  been  of  a  far  different  character,  and  my  action  upon  it 
imist  have  corresponded  with  my  convictions. 
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Ought  we  now  to  disturb  the  Missouri  and  Texas  compromises? 
Ought  we  at  this  late  day,  in  attempting  to  annul  what  has  been  so  long 
established  and  acquiesced  in,  to  excite  sectional  divisions  and  jealousies, 
to  alienate  the  people  of  difierent  portions  of  the  Union  from  each  other, 
and  to  endanger  the  existence  of  the  Union  itself? 

From  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  during  a  period  of  sixty 
years,  our  progress  as  a  nation  has  been  without  example  in  the  annals  of 
history.  Under  the  protection  of  a  bountiful  Providence,  we  have 
advanced  with  giant  strides  in  the  career  of  wealth  and  prosperity.  We 
have  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  freedom  to  a  greater  extent  than  any  other 
people,  ancient  or  modern,  under  a  government  which  has  preserved  order, 
and  secuflred  to  every  citizen  life,  liberty,  and  property.  We  have  now 
become  an  example  for  imitation  to  the  whole  world.  The  friends  of 
freedom,  in  everv  clime,  point  with  admiration  to  our  institutions.  Shall 
we,  then,  at  the  moment  when  the  people  of  Europe  are  devoting  all  their 
energies  in  the  attempt  to  assimilate  their  institutions  to  our  own,  peril  all 
our  blessings  by  despising  the  lessons  of  experience,  and  refusing  to  tread 
in  the  footsteps  which  our  fathers  have  trodden  ?  And  for  what  cause 
would  we  endanger  our  glorious  Union  ]  The  Missouri  compromise  con- 
tains a  prohibition  of  slavery  throughout  all  that  vast  region  extending 
twelve  and  a  half  degrees  along  the  Pacific,  from  the  parallel  of  thirty-six 
degrees  thirty  minutes,  to  that  of  forty-nine  degrees,  and  east  from  that 
ocean  to  and  beyond  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  Why,  then, 
should  our  institutions  be  endangered  because  it  is  proposed  to  submit  to 
the  people  of  the  remainder  of  our  newly-acquired  territory  lying  south  of 
thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes,  embracing  less  than  four  degrees  of  lati- 
tude, the  question  whether,  in  the  language  of  the  Texas  compromise,  they 
'*  shall  be  admitted  [as  a  state]  into  the  Union  with  or  without  slavery." 
Is  this  a  question  to  be  pushed  to  such  extremities  by  excited  partisans 
on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  in  regard  to  our  newly- acquired  distant 
possessions  on  the  Pacific,  as  to  endanger  the  union  of  thirty  glorious 
states  which  constitute  our  confederacy]  I  have  ap  abiding  confidence 
that  the  sober  reflection  and  sound  patriotism  of  the  people  of  all  the 
states  will  bring  them  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  dictate  of  wisdom  is  to 
follow  the  example  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us,  and  settle  this 
dangerous  question  on  the  Missouri  compromise,  or  some  other  equitable 
compromise,  which  would  respect  the  rights  of  all,  and  prove  satisfactory 
to  the  different  portions  of  the  Union. 

Holding  as  a  sacred  trust  the  executive  authority  for  the  whole  Union, 
and  bound  to  guard  the  rights  of  ail,  I  should  be  constrained,  by  a  sense 
of  duty,  to  withhold  my  official  sanction  from  any  measure  which  wovld 
conflict  with  these  important  objects. 

I  can  not  more  appropriately  close  this  message  than  by  quoting  from 
the  farewell  address  of  the  father  of  his  country.  His  warning  voice 
can  never  be  heard  in  vain  by  the  American  people.  If  the  spirit  of 
prophecy  had  distinctly  presented  to  his  view,  more  than  a  half  century 
ago,  the  present  distracted  condition  of  his  country,  the  language  which 
he  then  employed  could  not  have  been  more  appropriate  than  it  is  to  the 
present  occasion.     He  declared : — 

"  The  unity  of  government  which  constitutes  you  one  people  is  also 
now  dear  to  you.  It  is  justly  so,  for  it  is  a  main  pillar  in  the  edifice  of 
your  real  independence,  the  support  of  your  tranquillity  at  home,  your 
peace  abroad,  of  your  safely,  of  your  prosperity,  of  that  very  liberty 
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which  you  so  highly  prize.  But  as  it  is  easy  to  foresee,  that  from  differ- 
ent causes  and  from  different  quarters,  much  pains  will  be  taken,  many 
arti5ces  employed,  to  weaken  in  your  minds  the  conviction  of  'this  truth ; 
as  this  is  the  point  in  your  political  fortress  against  which  the  batteries 
of  internal  and  external  enemies  will  be  most  constantly  and  actively 
(though  often  covertly  and  insidiously)  directed,  it  is  of  infinite  moment 
that  you  should  properly  estimate  the  immense  value  of  your  national 
union  to  your  collective  and  individual  happiness ;  that  you  should  cherish 
a  cordial,  habitual,  and  immoveable  attachment  to  it ;  accustoming  your- 
selves to  think  and  to  speak  of  it  as  a  palladium  of  your  political  safety 
and  prosperity;  watching  for  its  preservation  with  jealous  anxiety;  dis- 
countenancing whatever  may  suggest  even  a  suspicion  that  it  can  in  any 
event  be  abandoned,  and  indignantly  frowning  upon  the  first  dawning  of 
every  attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our  country  from  the  rest,  or  to 
enfeeble  the  sacred  ties  which  now  link  together  the  various  parts. 

"  For  this  you  have  every  inducement  of  sympathy  and  interest. 
Citizens  by  birth  or  choice  of  a  common  country,  that  country  has 
a  right  to  concentrate  your  affections.  The  name  of  American,  which 
belongs  to  you  in  your  national  capacity,  must  always  exalt  the  just 
pride  of  patriotism,  more  than  any  appellation  derived  from  local  dis- 
criminations. With  slight  shades  of  difference,  you  have  the  same 
religion,  manners,  habits,  and  political  principles.  You  have,  in  a  common 
cause,  fought  and  triumphed  together.  The  independence  and  liberty 
you  possess  are  the  work  of  joint  councils  and  joint  efforts,  of  common 

dangers,  sufferings,  and  success With  such  powerful  and  obvious 

motives  to  union,  affecting  all  parts  of  our  country,  while  experience  shall 
not  have  demonstrated  its  impracticability,  there  will  always  be  reason  to 
distrust  the  patriotism  of  those  who  in  any  quarter  may  endeavor  to 
weaken  its  bands. 

"  In  contemplating  the  causes  which  may  disturb  our  Union,  it  occurs 
as  matter  of  serious  concern  that  any  ground  should  have  been  furnished 
for  characterizing  parties  by  geographical  discriminations — Northern  and 
Southern^  Atlantic  and  Western;  whence  designing  men  may  endeavor 
to  excite  a  belief  that  there  is  a  real  difference  of  local  interests  and 
views.  One  of  the  expedients  of  party  to  acquire  influence  within  par- 
ticular districts,  is,  to  misrepresent  the  opinions  and  aims  of  other  dis- 
tricts. You  can  not  shield  yourselves  too  much  against  the  jealousies 
and  heart-burnings  which  spring  from  these  misrepresentations.  They 
tend  to  render  alien  to  each  other  those  who  ought  to  be  bound  together 
by  fraternal  affection." 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

December  27,  1848. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: — 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  eleventh 
instant,  requesting  the  president  to  inform  that  body  "  whether  he  has  re- 
ceived any  information  that  American  citizens  have'  been  imprisoned  or 
arrested  by  British  authorities  in  Ireland ;  and,  ilf  so,  what  have  been  the 
causes  thereof,  and  what  steps  have  been  taken  for  their  release ;  and,  if 
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not  in  his  opinion  inconsistent  with  public  interest,  to  furnish  this  house 
with  copies  of  all  correspondence  in  relation  thereto,"  I  communicate 
herewith  a  report  of  the  secretary  of  state,  together  widi  the  accompany- 
ing correspondence  upon  the  subject. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
January  29,  1849. 


To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : — 

I  coMMDNicATE,  herewith,  reports  from  the  secretary  of  war,  and  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  together  with  the  accompan3(ing  documents,  in  an- 
swer to  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  December  20th, 
1848,  requesting  the  president  "to  communicate  to  the  house  the  amount 
of  moneys  and  property  received  during  the  late  war  with  the  republic  of 
Mexico  at  the  different  ports  of  entry,  or  in  any  other  way  within  her 
limits,  and  in  what  manner  the  same  has  been  expended  or  appropriated." 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
February  1,  1849. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : — 

I  communicate  herewith  reports  from  the  secretary  of  state,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  secretary  of  war,  and  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
senate  of  the  15th  of  January,  1849,  "  that  the  petition  and  papers  of  John 
B.  Emerson  be  referred  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he 
be  requested  to  cause  a  report  thereon  to  be  made  to  the  senate,  wherein 
the  public  officer  making  such  report  shall  state  in  what  cases,  if  any,  the 
United  States  have  used  or  employed  the  invention  of  said  Emerson  con- 
trary to  law  ;  and  further,  whether  any  compensation  therefor  is  justly  due 
to  said  Emerson,  and  if  so,  to  what  amount  in  each  case." 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
February  8,  1849. 


To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : — 

In  reply  to  the  resolutions  of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the  5th  in- 
stant, I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  state,  accom- 
panied with  all  the  documents  and  correspondence  relating  to  the  treaty 
of  peace  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  at  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo,  on  the  2d  of  February,  1848,  and  to  the  amendments  of  the  sen- 
ate thereto,  as  requested  by  the  house  in  the  said  resolutions. 

Among  the  documents  transmitted  will  be  found  a  copy  of  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  who  took  to  Mexico 
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the  treaty  as  amended  by  the  senate  and  ratified  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States.  In  my  message  to  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  29th 
of  July,  1848, 1  gave  as  my  reason  for  declining  to  furnish  these  instruc- 
tions, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  house,  that,  "  in  my  opinion, 
it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interests  to  give  publicity  to  them 
at  the  present  time."  Although  it  may  still  be  doubted  whether  giving 
them  publicity  in  our  own  country,  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  in 
Mexico,  may  not  have  a  prejudicial  influence  on  our  public  interests,  yet, 
as  they  have  been  again  called  for  by  the  house,  and  called  for  in  connex- 
ion with  other  documents,  to  the  correct  understanding  of  which  they  are 
indispensable,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  transmit  them. 

I  still  entertain  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  message  referred  to, "  that, 
as  a  general  rule,  applicable  to  all  our  important  ne&rotiations  with  foreign 
powers,  it  could  not  fail  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  public  interest  to  publish 
the  instructions  to  our  ministers,  until  some  time  had  elapsed  after  the 
conclusion  of  such  negotiations." 

In  these  instructions  of  the  18th  of  March,  1848,  it  will  be  perceived 
"  that  the  task  was  assigned  to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  of 
consummating  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  was  signed  at  Guadalupe  Hidalgo 
on  the  second  day  of  February  last,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  republic,  and  which,  on  the  10th  of  March  last,  was  ratified  by 
the  senate  with  amendments." 

They  were  informed  "  that  this  brief  statement  will  indicate  to  you 
clearly  the  line  of  your  duty.  You  are  not  sent  ^o  Mexico  for  the  purpose 
of  negotiating  any  new  treaty,  or  of  changing  in  any  particular  the  ratified 
treaty  which  you  will  bear  with  you.  None  of  the  amendments  adopted 
by  the  senate  can  be  rejected  or  modified,  except  by  the  authority  of  that 
body.  Your  whole  duty  will  then  consist  in  using  every  honorable  effort 
to  obtain  from  the  Mexican  government  a  ratification  of  the  treaty,  in  the 
form  in  which  it  has  been  ratified  by  the  senate,  and  this  with  the  least 
practicable  delay."  "  For  this  purpose,  it  may,  and  most  probably  will, 
become  necessary  that  you  should  explain  to  the  Mexican  minister  for  for- 
eign affairs,  or  to  the  authorized  agents  of  the  Mexican  government,  the 
reasons  which  have  influenced  the  senate  in  adopting  these  several  amend- 
ments to  the  treaty.  This  duly  yon  will  perform,  as  much  as  possible, 
by  personal  conferences.  Diplomatic  notes  are  to  be  avoided  unless  in 
case  of  necessity.  These  might  lead  to  endless  discussions  and  indefinite 
delay.  Besides,  they  could  not  have  any  practical  result,  as  your  mission 
is  confined  to  procuring  a  ratification,  from  the  Mexican  government,  of 
the  treaty  as  it  came  from  the  senate,  and  does  not  extend  to  the  slightest 
modification  in  any  of  its  provisions." 

The  commissioners  were  sent  to  Mexico  to  procure  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  as  amended  by  the  senate.  Their  instructions  confined  them  to 
this  point.  It  was  proper  that  the  amendments  to  the  treaty  adopted  by 
the  United  States  should  be  explained  to  the  Mexican  government,  and 
explanations  were  made  by  the  secretary  of  state  in  his  letter  of  the  18th 
of  March,  1848,  to  the  Mexican  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  under  my  di- 
rection. This  despatch  was  communicated  to  Congress  with  my  message 
of  the  6th  of  July  last,  communicating  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  published 
by  their  order.  This  despatch  was  transmitted  by  our  commissioners, 
from  the  city  of  Mexico  to  the  Mexican  government,  then  at  Queretaro,  on 
the  17th  of  April,  1848,  and  its  receipt  acknowledged  on  the  19th  of  the 
same  month.    During  the  whole  time  that  the  treaty,  as  amended,  was  before 
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the  Confess  of  Mexico,  these  explanations  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and 
these  alone,  were  before  them. 

The  president  of  Mexico,  on  these  explanations,  on  the  8th  day  of  May, 
1848,  submitted  the  amended  treaty  to  the  Mexican  Congress,  and,  on  the 
25th  of  May,  that  Congress  approved  the  treaty  as  amended  without  modi- 
fication or  alteration.  The  final  action  of  the  Mexican  Congress  had  taken 
place  before  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  had  been  officially 
received  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  or  held  any  conference  with  them, 
or  had  any  other  communication  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty  except  to 
transmit  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  state. 

In, their  despatch,  transmitted  to  Congpress  with  my  message  of  the  6th 
of  June  last,  communicating  the  treaty  of  peace,  dated  "  City  of  Queretaro, 
May  25,  1848,  9  o'clock,  P.  M.,"  the  commissioners  say:  "We  have  the 
satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  we  reached  this  city  this  afternoon  about 
5  o'clock,  and  that  the  treaty  as  amended  by  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  passed  the  Mexican  senate  about  the  hour  of  our  arrival,  by  a  vote 
of  33  to  5.  It  having  previously  passed  the  house  of  deputies,  nothing 
now  remains  but  to  exchange  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty." 

On  the  next  day  (the  26th  of  May)  the  commissioners  were,  for  th"b  first 
time,  presented  to  the  president  of  the  republic,  and  their  credentials  placed 
in  his  hands.  On  this  occasion  the  commissioners  delivered  an  address 
to  the  president  of  Mexico,  and  he  replied.  In  their  despatch  of  the  30th 
of  May,  the  commissioners  say :  "  We  enclose  a  copy  of  our  address  to 
the  president,  and  also  a  copy  of  his  reply.  Several  conferences  after- 
ward took  place  between  Messrs.  Rosa,  Cuevas,  Conto,  and  ourselves, 
which  it  is  not  thought  necessary  to  recapitulate,  as  we  enclose  a  copy  of 
the  protocol,  which  contains  the  substance  of  the  conversations.  We 
have  now  the  satisfaction  to  announce  that  the  exchange  of  ratifications 
was  efTecled  to-day."  This  despatch  was  communicated  with  my  mes- 
sage of  the  6ih  of  July  last,  and  published  by  order  of  Congress. 

The  treaty,  as  amended  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
accompanying  papers,  and  the  evidence  that  in  that  form  it  had  been  rati- 
fied by  Mexico,  was  received  at  Washington  on  the  4ih  day  of  July, 
1848,  and  immediately  proclaimed  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  On 
the  6th  of  July,  I  communicated  to  Congress  the  ratified  treaty,  with 
such  accompanying  documents  as  were  deemed  material  to  a  full  under- 
standing of  the  subject,  to  the  end  that  Congress  might  adopt  the  legis- 
lation necessary  and  proper  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect.  Neither  the 
address  of  the  commissioners,  nor  the  reply  of  the  president  of  Mexico,  on 
the  occasion  of  their  presentation,  nor  the  memorandum  of  conversations 
embraced  in  the  paper  called  a  protocol,  nor  the  correspondence  now  sent, 
was  communicated,  because  they  were  not  regarded  as  in  any  way  ma* 
terial ;  and  in  this  I  conformed  to  the  practice  of  our  government.  It  rarely 
if  ever  happens  that  all  the  correspondence,  and  especially  the  instructions 
to  our  ministers,  is  communicated.  Copies  of  these  papers  are  now  trans- 
mitted, as  be^ng  within  the  resolutions  of  the  house  calling  for  all  such 
"  correspondence  as  appertains  to  said  treaty." 

When  these  papers  were  received  at  Washington,  peace  had  been  re- 
stored, tlie  first  instalment  of  three  millions  paid  to  Mexico,  the  blockades 
were  raised,  the  city  of  Mexico  evacuated,  and  our  troops  on  their  return 
home.  The  war  was  at  an  end,  and  the  treaty,  as  ratified  by  the  United 
States,  was  binding  on  both  parties,  and  already  executed  in  a  great  de- 
gree.    In  this  condition  of  things  it  was  not  competent  for  the  president 
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alone,  or  for  the  president  and  senate,  or  for  the  president,  senate,  and 
house  of  representatives,  combined,  to  abrogate  tlie  treaty,  to  annul  the 
peace  and  restore  a  state  of  war,  except  by  a  solemn  declaration  of  war. 

Had  the  protocol  varied  the  treaty,  as  amended  by  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  it  would  have  had  no  binding  effect. 

It  was  obvious  that  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  did  not  re- 
gard the  protocol  as  in  any  degree  a  part  of  the  treaty,  nor  as  modifying  or 
altering  the  treaty  as  Amended  by  the  senate.  They  communicated  it  as 
the  substance  of  conversations  held  after  the  Mexican  Congress  had  rati- 
fied the  treaty,  and  they  knew  that  the  approval  of  the  Mexican  Congress 
was  as  essential  to  the  validity  of  a  treaty  in  all  its  parts,  as  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  They  knew,  too,  that  they 
had  no  authority  to  alter  or  modify  the  treaty  in  the  form  in  which  it  had 
been  ratified  by  the  United  States,  but  that,  if  failing  to  procure  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Mexican  government  othemfrise  than  with  amendments,  their 
duty,  imposed  by  express  instructions,  was  to  ask  Of  Mexico  to  send,  with- 
out delay,  a  commissioner  to  Washington  to  exchange  ratifications  here, 
if  the  amendments  of  the  treaty  proposed  by  Mexico,  on  being  submitted, 
should  be  adopted  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

I  was  equally  well  satisfied  that  the  government  of  Mexico  had  agreed 
to  the  treaty  as  amended  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and  did  not 
regard  the  protocol  as  modifying,  enlarging,  or  diminishing,  its  terms  or 
eflfect.  The  president  of  that  republic,  in  submitting  the  amended  treaty 
to  the  Mexican  Congress,  in  his  message  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  1848, 
said  :  "  If  the  treaty  could  have  been  submitted  to  your  deliberation  pre- 
cisely as  it  came  from  the  hands  of  the  plenipotentiaries,  my  satisfaction, 
at  seeing  the  war  at  last  brought  to  an  end,  would  not  have  been  lessened 
as  it  this  day  is  in  consequence  of  the  modifications  introduced  into  it  by 
the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and  which  have  received  the  sanction  of 
the  president." — "At  present  it  is  sufficient  for  us  to  say  to  you  that  if,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  government,  justice  had  not  been  evinced  on  the  part  of 
the  senate  and  government  of  the  United  States,  in  introducing  such  mod- 
ifications, it  is  presumed,  on  the  other  hand,  that  they  are  not  of  such  im- 
portance that  they  should  set  aside  the  treaty.  I  believe,  on  the  contrary, 
that  it  ought  to  be  ratified  upon  the  same  terms  in  which  it  has  already 
received  the  sanction  of  the  American  government.  My  opinion  is  also 
greatly  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  a  new  negotiation  is  neither  expected 
nor  considered  possible.  Much  less  could  another  be  brought  forward  upon 
a  basis  more  favorable  for  the  republic." 

The  deliberations  of  the  Mexican  Congress,  with  no  explanation  before 
hat  body  from  the  United  States,  except  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  resulted  in  the  rafification  of  the  treaty,  as  recommended  by  the 
president  of  that  republic,  in  the  form  in  which  it  had  been  amended  and 
ratified  by  the  United  States.  The  conversations  imbodied  in  the  paper 
called  a  protocol,  took  place  after  the  action  of  the  Mexican  Congress  was 
complete  ;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  government  of  Mex- 
ico ever  submitted  the  protocol  to  the  Congress,  or  ever  treated  or  regarded 
it  as  in  any  sense  a  new  negotiation,  or  as  operating  any  modification  or 
change  of  the  amended  treaty.  If  such  had  been  its  efiect,  it  was  a  nul- 
lity until  approved  by  the  Mexican  Congress ;  and  such  approval  was 
never  made  or  intimated  to  the  United  States.  In  the  final  consummation 
of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  the  president  of  Mexico  no  reference  is 
made  to  it.     On  the  contrary,  this  ratification,  which  was  delivered  to  the 
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commissioners  of  the  United  States,  and  is  now  in  the  state  department, 
contains  a  full  and  explicit  recognition  of  the  amendments  of  the  senate 
just  as  they  had  been  communicated  to  that  government  by  the  secretary 
of  state,  and  been  afterward  approved  by  the  Mexican  Congress.  It  de- 
clares that,  "  having  seen  and  examined  the  said  treaty,  and  the  modifica- 
tions made  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  having 
given  an  account  thereof  to  the  general  Congress,  conformably  to  the  re- 
quirement in  the  XIYth  pargraph  of  the  1  tOth  article  of  the  federal  con- 
stitution of  these  United  States,  that  body  has  thought  proper  to  approve 
of  the  said  treaty,  with  the  modifications  thereto  in  all  their  parts ;  and,  in 
consequence  thereof,  exerting  the  power  granted  to  me  by  the  constitution, 
I  accept,  ratify,  and  confirm,  the  said  treaty  with  its  modifications,  and 
promise,  in  the  name  of  the  Mexican  republic,  to  fulfil  and  observe  it,  and 
to  cause  it  to  be  fulfilled  and  observed." 

Upon  an  examination  of  this  protocol,  when  it  was  received  with  the 
ratified  treaty,  I  did  not  regard  it  as  material,  or  as  in  any  way  attempting 
to  modify  or  change  the  treaty  as  it  had  been  amended  by  the  senate  of 
the  United  States. 

The  first  explanation  which  it  contains  is  "  that  the  American  govern- 
ment, by  suppressing  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  and  sub- 
stituting the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Louisiana,  did  not  intend  to 
diminish,  in  any  way,  what  was  agreed  upon  by  the  aforesaid  article  (ninth) 
in  favor  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  territories  ceded  by  Mexico.  Its  under<- 
standing  is  that  all  of  that  agreement  is  contained  in  the  third  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Louisiana.  In  consequence,  all  the  privileges  and  guaran- 
ties, civil,  political,  and  religious,  which  would  have  been  possessed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territories  if  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  had 
been  retained,  will  be  enjoyed  by  them,  without  any  difiference,  under  the 
article  which  has  been  substituted." 

The  ninth  article  of  the  original  treaty  stipulated  for  the  incorporation 
of  the  Mexican  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territories,  and  their  admission 
into  the  Union  "  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
federal  constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  tho  rights  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States."  It  provided,  also,  that  in  the  meantime,  they  should  be 
maintained  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  their  property,  and  their  civil 
rights,  now  vested  in  them  according  to  the  Mexican  laws.  It  secured  to 
them  similar  political  rights  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  territories  of 
the  United  States,  and  at  least  equal  to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  and 
Florida  when  they  were  in  a  territorial  condition.  It  then  proceeded  to 
guaranty  that  ecclesiastic  and  religious  corporations  should  be  protected 
in  the  discharge  of  the  offices  of  their  ministry,  and  the  enjoyment  of  their 
property  of  every  kind,  whether  individual  or  corporate,  and  finally,  that 
there  should  be  a  free  communication  between  the  catholics  of  the  ceded 
territories  and  their  ecclesiastical  authorities,"  even  although  such  authori- 
ties bhould  reside  within  the  limits  of  the  Mexican  republic,  as  defined  by 
this  treaty." 

The  ninth  article  of  the  treaty,  as  adopted  by  the  senate,  is  much  more 
comprehensive  in  its  terms  and  explicit  in  its  meaning,  and  it  clearly  em- 
braces, in  comparatively  few  words,  all  the  guaranties  inserted  in  the 
original  article.  It  is  as  follows :  "  Mexicans  who,  in  the  territories  afore- 
said, shall  not  preserve  the  character  of  citizens  of  the  Mexican  republic, 
conformably  with  what  is  stipulated  in  the  preceding  article,  shall  be  in- 
corporated into  the  Union  of  the  United  States  and  be  admitted  at  the 
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proper  timo  (to  be  judged  of  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States)  to  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  according  to 
the  principles  of  the  constitution ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  shall  he  main- 
tained and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty  and  property, 
and  secured 'in  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  without  restriction." 
This  article,  which  was  substantially  copied  from  the  Louisiana  treaty, 
provides  equally  with  the  original  article  for  the  admission  of  these  inhab- 
itants into  the  Union ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  while  they  shall  remain  in  a 
territorial  state,  by  one  sweeping  provision,  declares  that  they  "  shall  be 
maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty  and  prop- 
erty, and  secured  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  without  restriction." 

This  guaranty  embraces  every  kind  of  property,  whether  held  by  eccle- 
siastics or  laymen,  whether  belonging  to  corporations  or  individuals.  It 
secures  to  these  inhabitants  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  without 
restriction,  whether  they  choose  to  place  themselves  under  the  spiritual 
authority  of  pastors  resident  within  the  Mexican  republic  or  the  ceded  ter- 
ritories. It  was,  it  is  presumed,  to  place  this  construction  beyond  all  ques- 
tion  that  the  senate  superadded  the  words  "  without  restriction"  to  the 
religious  guaranty  contained  in  the  corresponding  article  of  the  Louisiana 
treaty.  Congress  itself  does  not  possess  the' power  under  the  constitution 
to  make  any  law  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  of  religion. 

If  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty,  whether  in.  its  original  or  amended 
form,  had  been  entirely  omitted  in  the  treaty,  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
which  either  of  them  confers  would  have  been  secured  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  ceded  territories  by  the  constitution  .and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  protocol  asserts  that  "the  American  government,  by  suppressing 
the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe,  did  not  in  any  way  intend  to 
annul  the  grants  of  lands  made  by  Mexico  in  the  ceded  territories ;"  that 
"  these  grants,  notwithstanding  the  suppression  of  the  article  of  the  treaty, 
preserve  the  legal  value  which  they  may  possess  ;  and  the  grantees  may 
cause  their  legitimate  titles  to  be  acknowledged  before  the  American  tri- 
bunals ;"  and  then  proceeds  to  state  that,  *'  conformably  to  the  law  of  the 
United  States,  legitimate  titled  to  every  description  of  property,  personal 
and  real,  existing  in  the  coded  territories,  are  those  which  were  legitimate 
titles  under  the  Mexican  law  in  California  and  New  Mexico  up  to  the  30th 
of  May,  1846,  and  in  Texas  up  to  the  2d  of  March,  1836."  The  former 
was  the  date  of  the  declaration^of  war  against  Mexico,  and  the  latter  that 
of  the  declaration  of  independence  by  Texas. 

The  objection  to  the  tenth  article  of  the  original  treaty  was  not  that  it 
protected  legitimate  titles,  which  our  laws  would  have  equally  protected 
without  it ;  but  that  it  most  unjustly  attempted  to  resuscitate  grants  which 
had  become  a  mere  nullity,  by  allowing  the  grantees  the  same  period  after 
the  exchange  ot'  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  to  which  they  had  been  ori- 
ginally entitled  after  the  date  of  their  grants,  for  the  purpose  of  performing 
the  conditions  on  which  they  had  been  made.  In  submitting  the  treaty  to  the 
senate,  I  had  recommended  the  rejection  of  this  article.  That  portion  of 
it  in  regard  to  lands  in  Texas  did  not  receive  a  single  vote  in  the  senate. 
This  information  was  commynicated  by  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  state 
to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  Mexico,  and  was  in  possession  of  the 
Mexican  government  during  the  whole  period  the  treaty  was  before  the 
Mexican  Congress,  and  the  article  itself  was  reprobated  in  that  letter  in 
the  strongest  terms.  Besides,  our  commissioners  to  Mexico  had  been  in- 
stracted  Uiat  '*  neither  the  president  nor  the  senate  of  the  United  States 
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can  ever  consent  to  ratify  any  treaty  containing  the  tenth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  in  favor  of  grantees  of  land  in  Texas  or  else- 
where." And  again  :  "  Should  the  Mexican  government  persist  in  retain- 
ing this  article,  then  all  prospect  of  immediate  peace  is  ended ;  and  of  this 
you  may  give  them  an  absolute  assurance." 

On  this  point  the  language  of  the  protocol  is  free  from  ambiguity ;  but, 
if  it  were  otherwise,  is  there  any  individual  American  or  Mexican  who 
would  place  such  a  construction  u]X)n  it  as  to  convert  it  into  a  vain  attempt 
to  revive  this  article  which  had  been  so  often  and  so  solemnly  condemned? 
Surely  no  person  could  for  one  moment  suppose  that  either  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  United  States  or  the  Mexican  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
ever  entertained  the  purpose  of  thus  setting  at  naught  the  deliberate  decis- 
ion of  the  president  and  senate,  which  had  been  communicated  to  the 
Mexican  government  with  the  assurance  that  their  abandonment  of  this 
obnoxious  article  was  essential  to  the  restoration  of  peace. 

But  the  meaning  of  the  protocol  is  plain.  It  is  simply  that  the  nullifi- 
^  cation  of  this  article  was  not  intended  to  destroy  valid  legitimate  titles  to 
land  which  existed,  and  were  in  full  force  independently  of  the  provisions 
and  without  the  aid  of  this  article.  Notwithstanding  it  has  been  expunged 
from  the  treaty,  these  grants  were  to  "  preserve  the  legal  value  which  they 
may  possess."  The  refusal  to  revive  grants  which  had  become  extinct 
was  not  to  invalidate  those  which  were  in  full  force  and  vigor.  That  such 
was  the  clear  understanding  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and  this  in 
perfect  accordance  with  the  protocol,  is  manifest  from  the  fact  that,  while 
they  struck  from  the  treaty  this  unjust  article,  they  at  the  same  time  sanc- 
tioned and  ratified  the  last  paragraph  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty, 
which  declares  that,  "  in  the  said  territories,  property  of  every  kind,  now 
belonging  to  Mexicans  not  established  there,  shall  be  inviolably  respected. 
The  present  owners,  the  heirs  of  these,  and  all  Mexicans  who  may  here- 
after acquire  said  property  by  contract,  shall  enjoy,  with  respect  to  it, 
guaranties  equally  ample  as  if  the  same  belonged  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States." 

Without  any  stipulation  in  the  treaty  to  this  effect,  all  such  valid  titles, 
under  the  Mexican  government,  would  have  been  protected  under  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  third  and  last  explanation  contained  in  the  protocol  is.  that  "  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  by  suppressing  the  concluding  para- 
graph of  article  twelfth  of  the  treaty,  did  not  intend  to  deprive  the  Mexican 
republic  of  the  free  and  unrestrained  faculty  of  ceding,  conveying,  or  trans- 
ferring, at  any  time  (as  it  may  judge  best),  the  sum  of  the  twelve  millions 
of  dollars  which  the  same  government  of  the  United  States  is  to  deliver 
in  the  places  designated  by  the  amended  article." 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  original  twelfth  article,  thus  suppressed 
by  the  senate,  is  in  the  following  language :  '*  Certificates  in  proper  form, 
for  the  said  instalments  respectively,  in  such  sums  as  shall  he  desired  by 
the  Mexican  government,  and  transferable  by  it,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
said  government  by  that  of  the  United  States." 

From  this  bare  statement  of  facts,  the  meaning  of  the  protocol  is  obvi- 
ous. Although  the  senate  had  declined  to  create  a  government  stock  for 
the  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  issue  transferable  certificates  for  the, 
amount,  in  such  sums  as  the  Mexican  government  might  desire,  yet  they 
could  not  have  intended  thereby  to  deprive  that  government  of  the  faculty 
which  every  creditor  possesses  of  transferring  for  his  own  benefit  the  ob- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


folk's  special  messagbs.  ^603 

ligation  of  his  debtor,  whatever  this  may  be  worth,  according  to  his  will 
and  pleasure. 

It  can  not  be  doubted,  that  the  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty,  as  it  now 
stands,  contains  a  positive  obligation,  '*  in  consideration  of  the  extension 
acquired  by  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,"  to  pay  to  the  Mexican 
repubHc  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  in  four  equal  annual  instalments  of  three 
millions  each.  This  obligation  may  be  assigned  by  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment to  any  person  whatever ;  but  the  assignee  in  such  case  would  stand 
in  no  better  condition  than  the  government.  The  amendment  of  the  sen- 
ate,  prohibiting  the  issue  of  a  government  transferable  stock  for  the 
amount,  produces  this  effect  and  no  more. 

The  protocol  contains  nothing  from  which  it  can  be  inferred  that  the 
assignee  could  rightfully  demand  the  payment  of  the  money,  in  case  the 
consideration  should  fail,  which  is  stated  on  the  face  of  the  obligation. 

With  this 'view  of  the  whole  protocol,  and  considering  that  the  explana* 
tions  which  it  contained  were  in  accordance  with  the  treaty,  I  did  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  take  any  action  upon  the  subject.  Had  it  varied  from 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  as  amended  by  the  senate,  although  it  would,  even 
then,  have  been  a  nullity  in  itself,  yet  duty  might  have  required  that  I 
should  make  this  fact  known  to  the  Mexican  government.  This  not  being 
the  case,  I  treated  it  in  the  same  manner  I  would  have  done  had  these 
explanations  been  made  verbally  by  the  commissioners  to  the  Mexican 
minister  for  foreign  affairs,  and  communicated  in  a  despatch  to  the  state 
department. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

February  12,  1849. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:— 

I  COMMUNICATE  herewith  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury^ 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  sen- 
ate of  December  28,  1848,  requesting  "to  be  informed  of  the  number  of 
vessels  annually  employed  in  the  coast  survey,  and  the  annual  cost  thereof, 
and  out  of  what  fund  they  were  paid ;  also  the  number  of  persons  annually 
employed  in  the  said  survey,  who  were  not  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States ;  also  the  amount  of  money  received  by  the  United  States, 
for  maps  and  charts  made  under  such  survey  and  sold  under  the  act 
of  1844." 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
February  23,  1849. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  :— 

I  communicate,  herewith,  a  report  of  the  secretary  of  state,  together 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
senate  of  the  23d  ult.,  requesting  the  president  **  to  transmit  to  the  senate, 
so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  public  service,  any  correspondence  bc- 
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tween  tbe  department  of  state  and  the  Spanish  authorities  in  the  island  of 
Cuba,  relating  to  the  imprisonment  in  said  island  of  William  Henry  Bush, 
4  sitizen  of  the  United  States." 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

February  27, 1849. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:— 

I  COMMUNICATE,  herewith,  a  report  from  the  secretsry  of  state,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  3d  ultimo,  requesting  the 
president  to  communicate  to  the  senate  '<  a  list  of  all  the  treaties  of  corn- 
merce  and  navigation  between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  con- 
ferring upon  the  vessels  of  such  nations  the  right  of  trading  between  the 
Unitei  States  and  the  rest  of  the  World,  in  the  productions  of  every  coun- 
try, upon  the  same  terms  with  American  vessels,  with  the  date  of  the 
proclamation  of  such  treaties.  Also,  a  list  of  the  proclamations  conferring 
simitar  ri^'hts  upon  the  vessels  of  foreign  nations,  issued  by  the  president 
of  the  Unit^  States,  under  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the  act 
entitled  '  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  concerning  dis- 
criminating duties  on  tonnage  and  impost,  and  to  equalize  the  duties  on 
Prussian  vesseb  and  their  cargoes,"'  approved  May  24ih,  1828." 


S^V,CIAL    MESSAGE. 

March  2,  1849. 

To  the  House  of  Representctives  of  the  United  States : — 

I  COMMUNICATE,  herewith,  ^  report  of  the  secretary  of  state,  together 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  uf  the  20ih  ultimo,  requesting  tbe  president  to 
communicate  to  that  house,  "  a  list  of  all  consuls,  vice-consuls,  and  com- 
mercial agents,  now  in  the  service  o^  the  United  Slates  ;  their  residence^ 
distinguishing  such  as  ure  citizens  ot  the  United  States  from  such  as  are 
not ;  and  to  inform  the  said  house,  whether  regular  returns  of  their  fees 
and  perquisites,  and  the  tonnage  and  comm<;rce  of  the  United  States,  with- 
in their  respective  consulates  or  agencies,  have  been  regularly  made  by 
each  ;  aud  to  communicate  the  amount  of  surh  fees  and  perquisites,  for 
certain  years  therein  specified,  together  wiih  the  number  of  vessels  and 
amount  of  tonnage  which  entered  and  cleared,  wirbin  each  of  the  consu- 
lates and  agencies  for  the  same  period  ;  also  the  number  of  seamen  of  the 
United  States,  who  have  been  provided  for  aud  sent  home  from  i^ach  pf  the 
said  consulates,  for  the  time  aforesaid." 
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On  the  fonrth  of  Marcb,  1845,  James  K.  Polk  was  inaogimted  as  pres* 
ident  of  the  United  States.  A  concoarse  of  people  seldom  congregated 
in  the  city  of  Washington  were  present  to  witness  the  ceremony.  The 
weather  proved  unfavorable.  The  morning  was  lowering ;  and  before  the 
procession  reached  the  capitol  it  commenced  raining,  and  continued  wet 
during  the  day,  marring  the  enjoyments,  and  defeating  the  expectations  of 
many,  also  much  of  the  intended  exhibition  and  display. 

The  ceremony  at  the  capitol  was  imposing.  The  occasion  was  one  of 
those  striking  displays  of  our  republican  system  which  he  must  be  a  stoie 
indeed  that  could  contemplate  with  indifference.  The  flagstaff's  of  the 
whigs,  as  well  as  those  of  their  triumphant  rivals,  were  decorated,  as  aa 
acknowledgment  that  the  chief  of  the  nation  was  there,  and  must  be  rec- 
ognised. 

The  inaugural  procession  moved  about  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  from  the 
quarters  of  the  president  elect,  at  Coleman's  hotel,  to  the  capitol,  under  the 
direction  of  General  M'Calla  and  his  aids.  In  the  procession  were  the 
military  of  Washington,  officers  and  soldiers  of  the' revolution,  the  clergy, 
president  elect  and  his  predecessor,  in  an  open  carriage,  President  Tyler*s 
cabinet,  justices  of  the  supreme  court',  diplomatic  corps,  members  and  ex« 
members  of  Congress,  members  of  the  Baltimore  democratic  national  con- 
vention of  1844,  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  dtc,  democratic  associa^ 
tions  and  clubs  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  others  from  a  distance, 
among  whom  was  a  detachment  of  the  Empire  club  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  citizens,  of  states  and  territories,  citizens  of  the  District  of  Cdum- 
bia,  dec. 

The  senate  convened  at  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.  The  oath  being  admin- 
istered to  Hon.  George  M.  Dallas,  vice-president  elect,  he  delivered  a 
brief  address  to  the  senators  on  taking  his  seat,  after  which  the  new  sen- 
ators were  qualified.  The  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  in  gowns,  and 
the  diplomatic  corps,  twenty-nine  in  number,  entered  and  took  their  seats ; 
also  General  Scott,  and  other  officers  of  the  army  and  navy.  About  ncoa^ 
the  president  elect,  Mr.  Polk,  attended  by  President  Tyler  and  Senator 
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Woodbury,  entered  the  senate-chamber,  when  a  procession  was  formed 
to  the  platform  on  the  east  front  of  the  capitol,  from  which  the  president 
delivered  his  inaugural  address.  Chief-Justice  Taney,  then  administered 
to  the  president  the  oath  of  office,  after  which  the  president,  quitting  the 
capitol,  drove  rapidly,  by  an  indirect  route,  to  the  president's  house,  where 
he  received,  during  the  afternoon,  the  congratulations  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, ,  In  the  evening  he  and  his  lady  attended  the  two  inauguration  baUs 
which  were  given  in  the  city. 

The  senate  being  in  session,  the  president,  on  the  fiAh  of  March,  made 
the  following  nominations  for  members  of  the  cabinet,  which  were  con- 
firmed :  James  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  secretary  of  state  ;  Robert  J. 
Walker,  of  Mississippi,  secretary  of  the  treasury  ;  William  L.  Marcy,  of 
New  York,  secretary  of  war ;  George  Bancroft,  of  Massachusetts,  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  ;  Cave  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  postmaster-general ;  John 
Y.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  attorney-general. 

The  tone  of  the  inaugural  address  of  Mr.  Polk,  on  the  subjects  of  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  whole  of  Oregon,  both  of  which  questions  had  been  adopted 
as  watchwords  by  the  democratic  party,  which  had  been  triumph^mt  at  the 
recent  presidential  election,  showed  that  the  new  administration  entered 
upon  its  duties  at  a  critical  period,  in  the  foreign  relations  of  the  United 
States.  On  the  one  hand,  the  annexation  of  Texas  threatened  to  involve 
the  nation  in  hostilities  with  Mexico,  as  the  constituted  authorities  of  that 
republic,  had  declared  that  they  should  view  the  admission  of  Texas  into 
the  Union  of  the  North  American  republic  of  states,  as  an  act  of  hostil- 
ity toward  Mexico  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  claims  of  Great  Britain 
to  a  large  proportion  of  the  Oregon  territory,  were  not  to  be  disregarded, 
without  the  danger  of  a  rupture  between,  that  powerful  kingdom  and  the 
United  States. 

With  regard  to  the  Texas  question,  resolutions  for  annexing  that  repub- 
lic to  the  United  States,  had  passed  both  houses  of  Congress  (as  we  have 
stated  on  page  1427),  and  were  approved  by  President  Tyler,  on  the  first 
of  March,  1845,  being  one  of  the  last  acts  of  his  administration.  These  res- 
olutions of  annexation  had  been  objected  to  by  Messrs.  Benton  and  Bag- 
by,  senators  of  the  democratic  party,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  indispen- 
sable to  the  accomplishment  of  annexation,  that  a  treaty  must  be  made 
with  the  government  of  Texas,  as  a  foreign  power,  and  that  the  treaty- 
making  power,  by  the  constitution,  is  vested  in  the  president  and  senate, 
and  not  in  Congress.  At  the  suggestion  of  those  two  senators,  an  amend- 
ment was  added  to  the  resolutions  from  the  house  of  representatives,  giv- 
ing a  discretion  to  the  president  to  adopt  the  latter  method,  of  proceeding 
by  treaty,  if  he  thought  proper,  instead  of  the  method  of  direct  annexation 
contemplated  by  the  resolutions  from  the  house.  It  was  understood  that 
without  that  modification,  the  resolutions  which  passed  the  senate  by  a 
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majority  of  two  votes,  ^ould  not  have  receired  the  rotes  of  those  two  sen- 
ators, and  consequently,  the  measure  of  annexation  would  not  have  been 
carried.  How  far  the  constitutional  objections  of  senators  Benton  and 
Bagby  were  obriated  by  the  amendment,  seems  to  have  depended  entirely 
upon  their  faith  in  the  president's  selecting  the  course  they  deemed  to  be 
in  accordance  with  the  constitution. 

It  was  believed  by  some  of  the  friends  of  the  president  elect,  that  he 
would  immediately  proceed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  Texas,  to  consum- 
mate the  act  of  annexation,  and  which  on  being  submitted  to  the  senate 
would  be  approved,  and  thus  the  constitutional  objections  of  many  would 
be  obviated.  But  the  action  of  President  Tyler,  in  the  short  space  of 
time  allowed  him  after  the  passage  of  the  Texas  resolutions  before  reti- 
ring from  the  presidency,  anticipated  the  necessity  of  any  decision  on  the 
part  of  President  Polk,  and  hurried  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  without  the  formality  of  a  treaty.  On  the  third  of  March,  the 
last  day  of  his  term  of  office,  President  Tyler  despatched  a  messenger  to 
deliver  to  Mr.  Donelson,  charg6  d'affaires  to  Texas,  the  joint  resolutions 
of  Congress  for  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  Union,  instructing  the 
charge  to  communicate  to  the  Texan  government,  information,  that  he,  as 
president  of  the  United  States,  had  made  his  election  as  to  the  alternative 
contained  in  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  looking  to  the  admission  of  Texas 
into  the  Union — namely,  that  he  had  chosen  the  alternative  of  immediate 
annexation,  as  proposed  by  the  original  resolutions,  instead  of  negotiating 
by  treaty,  as  proposed  by  the  amendment.  The- course  of  Mr.  Tyler,  in 
thus  forestalling  the  action  of  the  new  president,  was  much  censured  by 
many  of  the  friends  of  the  incoming  administration.  The  leading  demo- 
cratic journal  at  Washington,  the  Globe,  remarked  on  this  subject,  that 
**  to  the  chief  magistrate  chosen  by  the  people  with  an  especial  eye  to  this 
question,  alone,  it  is  notorious  the  discretion  confided  in  the  act  of  Congress 
was  intended  to  apply.  It  is  clear  that  as  Mr.  Tyler  began  his  presiden- 
tial career  in  virtue  of  an  accident,  that  he  meant  to  take  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  chapter  of  accidents,  to  blend  himself  with  results  having  their  ori- 
gin in  the  counsels  of  Generals  Jackson  and  Houston,  and  which  his  in- 
auspicious management  has  so  far  marred  in  ^leir  progress." 

The  resolutions  of  Congress  annexing  Texas  to  the  United  States,  and 
admitting  that  republic  into  the  Union,  were  submitted  by  the  president  of 
Texas  to  a  convention  of  delegates,  called  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
state  constitution,  and  were  assented  to  by  that  body  in  behalf  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Texas,  on  the  fourth  of  July,  1845,  and  thus  Texas  became  part  of 
the  United  States. 

The  convention  of  Texas  having  authorized  and  requested  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  occupy  and  establish  posts  without  delay  upon  the 
frontier  and  exposed  positions  of  that  republic,  and  to  introduce  such  forces 
as  were  deemed  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  territory  and  people  of 
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Texas,  an  **  army  of  occupation"  was  despatched  from  the  United  States, 
under  the  command  of  General  Taylor,  and  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  July, 
a  body  of  United  States  troops  landed  from  steam- vessels  at  Aransas  bay, 
on  which  day  the  American  flag  was  first  planted  in  Texas,  by  authorityp 
upon  the  south  end  of  St.  Joseph's  island.  This  movement,  with  the 
measures  of  annexation  agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  and  Texas,  were 
looked  upon  by  the  Mexican  government  as  acts  of  hostility  toward  Mex- 
ico, and  preparations  were  made  by  the  republic  for  an  appeal  to  arms. 

In  addition  to  the  difliculties  arising  from  the  Texas  question,  there  were 
other  grounds  of  dispute  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  In  the 
wars  between  Spain  and  Mexico,  caused  by  the  attempts  of  the  mother* 
country  to  resubjugate  her  colonies  in  America,  as  well  as  in  the  civil 
wars  which  occasionally  convulsed  the  Mexican  nation,  the  authorities  of 
the  latter  power  resorted  to  the  most  illegal  measures  to  replenish  their 
cofiers.  The  proximity  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  extent  of  their  com- 
merce in  the  gulf,  exposed  them  to  the  depredations  of  a  government  gen- 
erally controlled  by  military  chieflains,  and  thus  were  the  pacific  relations 
between  the  two  republics  often  interrupted.  Vessels  under  the  Ameri- 
can flag  were  plundered,  and  the  property  of  American  merchants  confis- 
cated. Blockades  were  attempted  to  be  enforced  by  one  contending  par- 
ty against  the  other,  during  the  civil  wars  which  distracted  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  and  consequently  the  commerce  of  other  nations  was  seriously 
injured  by  seizures  under  regulations  and  enactments  which  often  appeared 
to  have  been  unjustly  and  arbitrarily  established. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  remonstrated  against  the  illegal 
seizures  of  the  property  of  their  citizens.  Promises  of  redress  were 
postponed  or  evaded,  until  at  length  a  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  nav- 
igation, was  concluded  between  the  two  republics,  in  April,  1831.  Bat 
this  did  not  terminate  the  aggressions  of  Mexico  upon  American  com- 
merce, and  further  remonstrances  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
delay  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  took  place,  until  a  new  negotiation  was  opened 
in  1839,  and  a  commissioner  appointed  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  of 
American  citizens,  which  commissioners  met  in  1840.  The  amount  of 
claims  in  the  aggregate  was  over  six  millions  of  dollars,  over  two  millions 
of  which  were  admitted,  and  the  remaining  four  millions  were  left  undeci- 
ded, when  the  commission  expired  in  February,  1842. 

By  another  convention,  concluded  in  January,  1843,  the  sum  acknowl- 
edged and  awarded  to  the  American  claimants,  was  admitted,  by  the  Mex- 
ican government,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  the  latter,  the  payment 
was  divided  into  twenty  instalments,  three  of  which,  with  the  interest  due 
on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  1639,  were  paid,  but  the  remaining  instalments, 
commencing  with  that  payable  in  April,  1844,  were  still  due  by  Mexico 
on  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities.  The  convention  of  January,  1843,  also 
made  provision  for  another  convention  for  the  settlement  of  the  remaining 
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claims ;  in  accordance  with  which,  a  third  convention  was  signed  at  the 
city  of  Mexico,  on  the  twentieth  of  NoTcmber,  1843.  This  conventioA 
was  ratified  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  with  two  amendments, 
which  were  considered  just  and  reasonable.  Although  the  subject  was 
repeatedly  urged  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Mexican  government,  she 
did  not  decide  whether  she  would  or  would  not  accede  to  those  amend- 
ments.* 

On  the  sixth  of  March,  1645,  General  Almonte,  the  Mexican  minister 
to  the  United  States,  protested  against  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  pro- 
viding for  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  demanded  his  passports,  which 
were  granted  ;  and  on  the  2d  of  April,  the  American  minister  in  Mexico 
was  refused  all  intercourse  with  that  government,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
government  of  Mexico  could  not  continue  diplomatic  relations  with  the 
United  Stales,  upon  the  presumption  that  such  relations  were  reconcilable 
with  the  law  of  annexation.  Herrera,  the  Mexican  president,  issued  a 
proclamation  on  the  4th  of  June,  1845,  declaring  that  the  annexation  of 
Texas  in  nowise  destroyed  the  rights  of  Mexico,  and  that  she  would  main- 
tain them  by  force  of  arms.  Two  decrees  of  the  Mexican  Congress 
were  affixed  to  this  proclamation,  providing  for  calling  out  all  the  armed 
forces  of  the  nation. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  two 
republics  was  interrupted,  and  this  state  of  things  existed  from  the  spring 
of  1845,  until  the  commencement  of  actual  hostilities  in  1846. 

The  settlement  of  the  northwestern  boundary,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  territories  of  Great  Britain,  comprehending  the  claims  of 
both  powers  to  the  Oregon  territory,  had  long  been  a  subject  of  negotia- 
tion. Three  several  unsuccessful  attempts  had  been  made  to  settle  the 
questions  in  dispute  between  the  two  countries,  by  negotiation  upon  the 
principle  of  compromise.  These  negotiations  took  place  at  London,  in 
the  years  1818,  1824,  and  1826  ;  the  first  two  under  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  the  last  under  that  of  Mr.  Adams.  By  the  conven 
tion  of  October,  1818,  a  system  of  joint  occupancy  of  the  Oregon  tern 
tory,  by  American  and  British  subjects  was  agreed  upon,  and  the  negotia- 
tion of  1826,  resulted  in  the  convention  of  August,  1827,  by  which  it  was 
agreed  to  continue  the  joint  occupation  for  an  indefinite  period,  and  thai 
it  should  be  competent  for  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  after  the  20th 
of  October,  1828,  on  giving  duo  notice  of  twelve  months  to  the  other  con- 
tracting party,  to  annul  and  abrogate  the  agreement  of  joint  occupation. 

Thus  the  Oregon  question  stood  when  President  Polk  came  into  power. 
Although,  as  he  had  declared  previously  to  his  election,  he  considered  the 
American  title  good  to  the  whole  of  Oregon,  and  that  the  British  claims 
could  not  be  maintained  to  any  portion  of  that  territory,  he  deemed  it  his 
duty  to  renew  the  propositions  of  compromise  which  had  been  made  by 
*  JenkioB'i  Hiitoiy  of  the  War  widi  Mezim 
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his  predecessors,  to  adjust  the  question  on  the  parallel  of  forty-nine  de- 
^ees  of  north  latitude.  A  proposition  was  accordingly  made  to  that  effect, 
.an  the  part  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  secretary  of  state, 
to  Mr.  Pakenham,  the  British  plenipotentiary  at  Washington,  and  rejected 
by  the  latter,  who  after  a  correspondence  of  some  length,  suffered  the  ne- 
gotiation on  his  part  to  drop,  without  submitting  any  other  proposition. 
The  president  thereupon  directed  the  proposition  of  compromise  which 
haA  been  made  and  rejected  to  be  withdrawn,  and  the  title  of  the  United 
States  to  the  whole  of  the  territory  of  Oregon  asserted. 

Mr.  Everett,  the  American  minister  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain  hav- 
ing been  recalled,  Louis  M'Lane  was,  in  June,  1845,  appointed  by  Pres- 
ident Polk,  embassador  to  that  court,  to  succeed  the  former  gentleman,  and 
immediately  embarked  for  London,  where  he  anived  on  the  Ist  of  Au- 
gust, 1845.  Mr.  M*Lane  had  served  in  the  same  capacity,  in  1830,  during 
rhe  administration  of  General  Jackson. 

Tbe  first  session  of  the  twenty-ninth  Congress,  commenced  on  the  1st 
of  December,  1845,  and  continued  until  the  10th  of  August,  1846.  The 
administration  was  sustained  by  a  majority  in  both  houses,  the  democratic 
party  having  been  triumphant  in  a  majority  of  the  congressional  districts, 
and  succeeded  in  changing  in  their  favor  the  political  character  of  the  sen- 
ate. In  the  house  of  representatives  the  strength  of  parties  was  exhibit- 
ed in  the  choice  of  speaker.  John  M.  Davis  of  Indiana,  the  democratic 
candidate,  was  elected,  receiving  pne  hundred  and  twenty  votes,  against 
seventy-two,  for  Samuel  F.  Vinton,  of  Ohio  (whig),  and  nineteen  for  other 
persons. 

The  principal  recommendations  of  the  president,  in  his  first  annual  mes- 
aage  to  Congress  were,  a  revision  of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports,  with 
a  view  to  the  reduction  of  the  rates  of  duty,  and  a  consequent  withdrawal 
of  the  amount  of  protection  to  domestic  industry,  afforded  by  the  tariff  of 
1842  ;  and  the  establishment  of  an  independent  treasury  system,  similar 
to  that  which  had  been  enacted  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Bu 
ren,  and  repealed  during  that  of  Tyler.  The  president  also  recommended 
the  passage  of  a  resolution  giving  notice  of  the  termination  after  one  year 
of  the  agreement  for  the  joint  occupation  of  Oregon  territory.  These 
several  measures  of  the  new  administration  were  adopted  by  Congress. 
A  new  tariff  of  duties,  having  in  view  the  interests  of  the  public  revenue, 
and  only  incidentally  that  of  protection,  the  bill  being  based  on  a  plan 
drawn  up  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasu>ry,  Mr.  Walker,  was  enacted,  af- 
ter a  protracted  discussion,  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  to  nine- 
^-four  in  the  house,  and  by  twenty- eight  to  twenty-seven  in  the  senate. 
On  the  question  of  discharging  a  committee  to  whom  the  bill  was  referred 
for  amendment,  the  senate  was  equally  divided,  when  Mr.  Dallas,  the  vice- 
president,  gave  the  casting  vote  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  was  subse- 
quently passed,  as  above  stated,  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  of  December 
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1846.  A  warehouse  bill  was  also  passed  at  this  session,  authorizing  the 
warehousing  in  public  stores  of  imported  articles  subject  to  duly  for  a 
limited  period,  without  payment  of  duties  until  wanted  for  home  consump- 
tion or  exportation.  The  tariff  and  warehouse  acts  gave  great  dissatis- 
faction to  the  manufacturing  interests,  particularly  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
other  middle  states,  where  the  large  iron  and  other  establishments,  most 
affected  by  the  reduction  of  duties  and  the  substitution  of  advalorem  rates 
of  duty  instead  of  specific  duties,  are  situated. 

The  difficulties  with  Mexico  having  assumed  a  hostile  character, 
and  rencontres  between  the  American  and  Mexican  troops  on  the  Rio 
Grande  having  taken  place,  an  act  was  passed  by  Congress,  on  the  13th 
of  May,  1846,  declaring,  that  "by  the  act  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  a 
state  of  war  exists  between  that  government  and  the  United  States,*'  and 
placing  the  militia,  naval,  and  military  forces  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
disposal  of  the  president  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  the  war  to  a  speedy 
and  successful  termination.  The  whig  members  in  order  to  secure  una- 
nimity, proposed  to  strike  out  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  but  the  motion  was 
refused  by  the  friends  of  the  administration,  and  the  bill  with  the  pream- 
ble passed  the  house,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  to  fourteen,  and  the  sen- 
ate by  a  vote  of  forty  to  two.  On  the  same  day  the  president  issued  hia 
proclamation,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

The  declaration  of  war,  was  of  course,  followed  by  enactments  for  car- 
rying it  on  with  vigor.  Whatever  the  president  asked  for  from  Congress, 
was  promptly  voted,  and  with  uncommon  unanimity.  The  army  proper 
was  authorized  to  be  augmented  to  nearly  double  its  usual  force.  The 
navy  was  placed  upon  a  war  establishment  and  considerably  enlarged.  A 
volunteer  force  of  fifty  thousand  men  was  authorized.  Loans  and  treasury- 
notes  to  the  amount  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  were  authorized.  Appropri- 
ations of  ten  millions  in  one  sum,  and  in  another  of  twelve  millions,  and 
various  amounts  in  other  bills,  were  granted  within  the  space  of  a  few 
weeks. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution  was  established  by  enactment  at  this  ses- 
sion, to.  be  located  at  Washington,  and  sustained  by  funds  bequeathed  to 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Smithson  an  English  gentleman,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  literature,  science,  and  education. 

Acts,  nnder  which  senators  and  representatives  from  Texas  took  their 
seats  in  Congress,  were  passed,  also  preliminary  acts  providing  for  the 
admission  into  the  Union  of  the  states  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin. 

Besides  the  bills  enacted,  the  two  houses  passed  and  sent  to  the  presi- 
dent for  his  signature,  a  bill  for  improving  rivers  and  harbors,  and  a  bill 
granting  payment  to  American  citizens  for  French  spoliations  on  Ameri- 
can commerce,  which  had  been  settled  by  treaty  between  France  and  the 
United  States.  Both  of  these  bills  the  president  returned  with  his  veto 
and  they  were  lost. 
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A  resolution  forierminating  the  joint  occupation  of  Oregon  hj  the  Unl 
ted  States  and  Great  Britain,  passed  both  bouses. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session  of  this  Congress,  a  bill  being  before  the 
house,  authorizing  the  president  to  use  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars if  he  deemed  expedient,  in  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Mex- 
ico, Mr.  Wilroot,  a  representative  from  Pennsylvania,  friendly  to  the  ad- 
ministration, moved  to  add  thereto  a  proviso,  in  the  words  following :  "That 
there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  in  any  territory  on 
the  continent  of  America,  which  shall  hereafter  be  acquired  by,  or  annexed 
to,  the  United  States  by  virtue  of  this  appropriation,  or  in  any  other  man- 
ner whatsoever,  except  for  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly 
convicted  :  Provided  always,  That  any  person  escaping  to  such  territory, 
from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed,  in  any  one  of  the  United 
States,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  out  of  said 
territory  to  the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service." 

This  proviso  was  adopted  with  little  discussion,  but  not  without  calling 
forth  much  feeling,  by  the  house,  nearly  all  the  members  from  the  free 
states  supporting,  while'those  from  the  slaveholding  states  opposed  it.  The 
bill  thus  amended  was  on  the  last  day  of  the  session  sent  to  the  senate, 
and  was  promptly  met  by  Mr.  D.  H.  Lewis  of  Alabama,  with  a  motion  lo 
strike  out  the  proviso.  Mr.  Davis  of  Massachusetts  rose  in  opposition  to 
this  motion,  and  was  speaking  against  it,  when  word  was  brought  that  the 
house  had  adjourned  —  the  hour  of  adjournment,  noon,  having  been  struck 
by  the  clock  in  the  house,  though  not  yet  reached  by  the  senate's  clock. 
The  bill  therefore  failed  for  the  session. 

The  controversy  with  Great  Britain,  respecting  the  northwestern  bound- 
ary and  the  Oregon  territory,  was  settled  by  a  treaty  negotiated,  June  15, 
1846,  at  Washington,  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  Mr.  Pakenham,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  The  basis  of  this  treaty 
was  a  settlement  of  the  boundary  line  on  the  forty-ninth  degree  of  north 
latitude.  The  proposition  was  made  by  the  British  government,  through 
Mr.  M'Lane,  American  minister  at  London,  and  was  submitted  as  soon  as 
received  by  the  president  to  the  senate,  asking  their  advice  respecting  the 
expediency  of  accepting  the  stipulations,  and  accompanying  this  applica- 
tion with  a  declaration  that  his  own  opinions  on  the  Oregon  question  re- 
mained unchanged.  The  advice  of  the  senate  was  given  to  the  president, 
to  negotiate  with  the  British  government,  and  he  therefore  caused  the  pro* 
jet  to  pass  through  the  usual  forms  of  negotiation,  when,  after  discussion, 
it  was  duly  ratified  by  the  senate  in  June,  1846.  By  this  treaty  the  last 
remaining  subject  of  controversy  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  was  removed,  and  the  relations  of  the  two  countries  were  thus 
placed  on  the  most  firm  and  amicable  footing. 

During  the  first  session  of  the  twenty«ninth  Congress,  the  affairs  of  the 
United  States  with  Mexico,  assumed  a  decidedly  hostile  character,  as 
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already  stated.  In  the  month  of  March,  1846,  the  largest  part  of  the  reg- 
ular army  of  the  United  States,  haying  been  previoasly  concentrated  at 
Corpus  Christi,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Taylor,  for  the  protection  of 
Texas ;  that  officer  was  ordered  by  the  war  department  to  more  forward 
to  the  lefl  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande.  About  the  last  of  March,  the  army 
arrived  at  the  latter  point,  and  selected  a  position  for  the  army  opposite  to 
Matamoras,  at  the  same  time  establishing  a  d6p6t  of  supplies  at  Point 
Isabel,  about  thirty  miles  in  his  rear,  and  near  the  coast. 

The  three  Mexican  generals  conunanding  the  troops  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
Meja,  Ampudia,  and  Arista,  declared  that  the  advance  of  Gen.  Taylor  and 
his  army  was  a  hostile  movement.  The  American  government  claimed 
that  the  territory  of  Texas  extended  to  the  Rio  Grande,  while  the  Mezi- 
cafis  insisted  that  the  river  Nueces  was  the  true  boundary  of  Texas.  On 
the  24th  of  April,  the  Mexican  general  Arista  informed  General  Taylor 
that  "  he  considered  hostilities  commenced  and  should  prosecute  them.* 
On  the  same  day  a  detachment  of  American  dragoons  sent  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  river  to  observe  the  movement  of  the  Mexican  forces,  became 
engaged  with  a  large  body  of  these  troops,  and  after  a  short  affair,  in 
which  some  sixteen  were  killed  and  wounded,  the  American  detachment 
was  compelled  to  surrender. 

After  this  occurrence.  General  Taylor,  availing  himself  of  the  authority 
vested  in  him  by  the  president  and  the  war  department,  called  on  the  gor- 
emors  of  Texas  and  Louisiana,  for  four  regiments  of  volunteers  from  each 
state,  to  be  sent  forward  with  the  least  practicable  delay.  On  the  8th  of 
May,  General  Taylor  being  on  his  return  from  Point  Isabel  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  with  his  army,  encountered  the  Mexicans  in  considerable  force 
at  Palo  Alto,  where  an  action  ensued,  and  the  Mexicans  were  defeated. 
On  the  next  day  the  hostile  forces  again  met  seven  miles  in  advance,  at 
Resaca  de  la  Palma,  when  the  Americans  were  again  victorious,  and  the 
Mexicans  retreated  with  great  loss,  across  the  Rio  Grande.  During  Gen. 
Taylor's  absence.  Fort  Brown  opposite  Matamoras,  was  bombarded  by 
the  Mexican  batteries  from  the  4th  to  the  9th  of  May. 

As  soon  as  it  became  known  at  Washington,  that  hostilities  had  com- 
menced, by  the  affair  of  the  24th  of  April,  Congress  recognised  the  ex- 
istence of  a  state  of  war  between  the  United  States  and  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  and  on  the  13th  of  May  authorized  the  president  to  accept  the 
services  of  volunteers,  not  to  exceed  fiAy  thousand.  Under  this  act,  re- 
quisiiions  were  immediately  made  upon  the  governors  of  eleven  of  the 
southern  and  western  states  for  a  volunteer  force,  amounting  to  twenty- 
three  thousand  effective  men.  This  call  was.  promptly  responded  to,  much 
the  larger  portion  of  the  force  being  designed  to  co-operate  with  the  reg- 
ular army  under  General  Taylor  on  the  Rio  Grande.  After  establishing 
his  base  of  operations  on  that  river  for  several  hundred  miles.  Gen.  Tay* 
lor,  whoy  on  the  18th  of  May,  had  taken  military  possession  of  the  city  of 
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Matamoras,  moved  into  the  enemy's  country,  in  the  direction  of  Monterey, 
in  the  department  of  New  Leon.  Another  portion  of  the  volunteers  was 
concentrated  under  General  Wool,  at  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  for  a  move- 
ment upon  Chihuahua ;  and  the  volunteers  from  the  state  of  Missouri  as- 
sembled at  Fort  Leavenworth,  to  compose,  with  a  few  hundred  regular 
troops,  an  expedition  to  Santa  Fe,  in  New  Mexico,  under  Gen.  Kearney. 

The  army  under  General  Taylor  arrived  before  Monterey,  on  the  19th 
of  September,  1846,  and  commenced  the  attack  on  that  strongly-fortified 
city,  on  the  21st,  the  battle  continuing  through  that  and  the  two  succes- 
sive days.  The  Americans  attacked  the  enemy  in  his  fortified  position, 
captured  his  batteries,  and  various  fortresses,  when  terms  of  capitulation, 
were  solicited  by  the  Mexican  general,  and  liberal  terms  were  granted  by 
the  American  commander.  • 

The  advanced  column  under  General  Wool,  destined  for  Chihuahua, 
commenced  its  march  from  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  on  the  29th  of  Septem- 
ber, and  soon  after  penetrated  the  department  of  Coahuila,  to  Monclova, 
the  ancient  capital  of  the  province,  which  town  the  American  army  entered 
on  the  29th  of  October,  being  favorably  received  by  the  inhabitants.  Gen. 
Wool  with  his  army  afterward  formed  a  junction  with  the  forces  under, 
General  Taylor  at  Saltillo. 

General  Kearney,  with  the  force  under  his  command,  moved  from  Fort 
Leavenworth  upon  Santa  Fe,  where  he  arrived,  after  a  march  of  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-three  miles,  on  the  18th  of  August,  1846,  and  took 
military  possession  of  New  Mexico  without  resistance.  Agreeably  to  his 
instructions.  General  Kearney  then  established  a  temporary  civil  govern- 
ment in  New  Mexico,  and  departed  with  a  portion  of  his  forces  for  Cali- 
fornia. On  his  route  thither  he  met  an  express  sent  by  Commodore  Stock- 
ton, and  Captain  (afterward  Lieutenant-Colonel)  Fremont,  who  reported 
that  they  were  already  in  possession  of  the  Califomias.  On  receiving 
this  intelligence.  General  Kearney  sent  back  part  of  his  troops,  and  with 
about  one  hundred  dragoons  continued  his  march  for  California,  where  he 
arrived  in  the  month  of  December,  1847.  After  various  actions  and  skir- 
mishes with  the  enemy,  the  American  forces  remained  in  quiet  possession 
of  the  Califomias.  General  Kearney  continued  in  command  until  the 
31st  of  May,  1847,  when  he  returned  home,  leaving  Colonel  Mason  as 
the  commanding  officer  to  succeed  him  in  the  militaiy  government  of  Cal- 
ifornia. 

Various  other  successes  attended  the  American  arms  by  land  and  water, 
during  the  first  year  of  the  war  with  Mexico.  In  December,  1 846,  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  reported  that,  by  the  operations  of  the  land  and  naval  forces,  the 
United  States  were  then  in  military  possession  of  the  department  of  Ta- 
maulipas,  of  the  right  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  for  several  hundred  miles 
from  its  mouth  ;  and,  of  the  department  of  New  Leon,  Coahuila  and  Chi- 
huahua were  then,  in  effect,  wrested  from  the  control  of  Mexico ;  all  Mex- 
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ican  authority  had  been  displaced  in  New  Mexico  and  the  Califomias,  and 
those  large  provinces  were  in  quiet  possession  of  the  Americans.  *'  Such," 
says  the  secretary,  "  are  the  achievements  of  our  arms  within  the  short 
period  of  seven  months  from  the  commenceiAent  of  a  war  suddenly  forced 
upon  us,  when  our  force  was  less  than  three  thousand  effective  men,  with 
a  hostile  army  of  double  its  numerical  strength  prepared  to  assail  it,  and 
exulting  in  the  confident  hope  of  a  decisive  victory." 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1847,  was  fought  the  important  battle  of 
Buena  Yista,  near  Saltillo,  the  capital  of  Coahuila,  by  the  American  troops 
under  Gen.  Taylor,  and  the  Mexican  army  under  Gen.  Santa  Anna.  The 
latter  consisted  of  twenty  thousand  men,  while  the  American  forces  were 
less  than  one  fourth  of  that  number,  not  five  hundred  of  whom  were  reg- 
ulafs.  The  action  continued  two  days,  after  which  the  Americans  were 
led  in  possession  of  the  field,  and  the  Mexicans  retreated  to  San  Luis 
Potosi.  The  loss  on  both  sides  was  severe,  that  of  the  Mexicans  over 
fifteen  hundred,  and  of  the  Americans  about  seven  hundred  and  fifty  in 
killed  and  wounded. 

The  second  session  of  the  twenty-ninth  Congress,  commenced  on  the 
7th  of  December,  1846,  and  continued  until  the  expiration  of  its  term  on 
the  3d  of  March,  1847.  But  few  acts  of  general  interest  were  passedi 
and  much  of  the  time  of  the  session  was  taken  up  in  discussing  the  top- 
ics of  the  president's  message,  particularly  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  its 
probable  effect  upon  the  general  interests  of  the  country.  The  bill  ai> 
thorizing  the  president  to  employ  three  miUions  of  dollars,  if  deemed  ex* 
pedient,  in  negotiations  for  a  peace  with  Mexico,  was  again  revived,  and 
the  proviso  offered  by  Mr.  Wilmot  at  the  last  session,  prohibiting  slavery 
in  acquired  territory,  was  again  proposed  as  an  amendment,  and  at  first 
the  proviso  passed  the  house,  but  being  stricken  out  in  the  senate  and  re- 
turned to  the  house,  the  latter  body  concurred  with  the  senate,  and  thus 
the  three  million-bill  became  a  law,  without  the  Wilmot  proviso,  as  the 
amendment  was  called.  An  additional  army  bill,  and  another  authoriadng 
the  appointment  of  additional  army  ofiicers,  were  passed ;  also  an  act  to 
provide  for  the  building  of  four  mail-steamships,  and  the  employment  of 
twelve  mail-steamships.  A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  harbors  and  rivers  passed  both  houses,  but  failed  of  obtaining  the 
president's  signature,  being  retained  by  the  executive  at  the  close  of  the 
session. 

During  the  month  of  February,  1847,  an  American  land  and  naval  force 
was  concentrated  on  the  gulf  of  Mexico ;  the  military  being  under  the 
command  of  Major-General  Scott,  and  the  naval  forces  under  Commodore 
CoimoT,  who  was  afterward  relieved  by  Commodore  Perry.  On  the  9th 
of  March,  the  troops  were  debarked  at  Vera  Cruz,  dnd  on  the  following 
day  a  rapid  fire  of  shot  and  shells  was  opened  from  the  city  and  castle, 
upon  the  position  occupied  by  the  American  army.    The  landing  of  the 
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mortan  and  gann  for  the  American  batteries  was  delayed  for  several  days ; 
consequently  the  arrangements  for  a  bombardment  were  not  completed  un- 
til the  22d  of  March,  when  General  Scott  summoned  the  city  to  surren- 
der,  which  demsnd  was  refused  by  the  Mexican  governor,  Morales.  Or- 
ders were  then  given  lo  (ire  upon  the  city,  and  a  continued  fire  from  the 
American  batteries  was  kept  up  with  terrible  efiect  until  the  26th  of  March, 
when  the  batteries  ceased  playing,  and  articles  of  capitulation  were  signed 
on  the  following  day.  The  surrender  of  the  city  took  place  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  29th,  when  the  Mexican  soldiers  marched  out  to  a  plain,  one 
mile  outaide  of  the  town,  where  the  Americans  were  drawn  up  to  receive 
them.     The  Mexicans  laid  down  their  arms  and  departed  for  the  interior. 

A  succession  of  battles,  wiih  uniform  success,  was  fought  by  the  army 
under  General  Scott,  on  their  march  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  city  of  Mexi- 
co, which  capital  they  entered  on  the  14th  of  September,  1847. 

Changes  having  taken  place  in  the  Mexican  government,  and  a  party 
favorable  to  peace  with  the  United  States  placed  in  power,  the  leaders  of 
which  party  could  not  fail  to  perceive  the  hopelessness  of  a  farther  con- 
test with  their  more  powerful  neighbor,  commissioners  were  appointed 
by  the  Mexican  government  u>  treat  with  Mr.  Trist,  who  had  been  auihor- 
iied  by  the  president  of  the  United  Sutes  to  negotiate  a  treaty.  Notwith- 
standing the  powers  delegated  to  Mr.  Trist  had  been  revoked,  negotiations 
were  opened  and  continued  until  the  2d  of  February,  1848,  when  a  treaty 
of  peace  was  signed  by  the  Mexican  commissioners  and  Mr.  Trist,  at  -the 
city  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  By  this  treaty,  the  Rio  Grande  was  ac- 
knowledged as  one  of  the  boundaries  between  the  United  States  and  Mex- 
ioo,  thus  confirming  the  claims  of  the  United  States  to  Texas,  and  the  ter- 
ritory between  the  river  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande.  New  Mexico  and 
Upper  Califomia  were  also  ceded  to  the  United  States,  in  consideration*.  * 
of  which  the  United  States  agreed  to  pay  to  Mexico,  the  sum  of  fiAeoiu 
millions  of  dollars ;  and  tu  assume  the  claims  due  her  citizens,  to  an 
aoiount  not  exceeding  three  and  one  fourth  millions  of  dollars — Mexico 
being  entirely  released  and  discharged  from  the  payment  of  such  claims. 
This  treaty  was  duly  ratified  by  the  Mexican  Congress,  and  by  the  sen- 
ate of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  4th  of  July,  1848,  the  president  of 
the  United  States  issued  his  proclamation,  directing  the  same  to  be  ob- 
served by  the  authorities  and  people  of  the  Union. 

The  elections  for  members  of  the  thirtieth  Congress,  held  in  1846  and 
1847,  showed  that  the  administration  was  not  able  to  sustain  the  popular- 
ity by  which  it  came  into  power.  While  the  war  with  Mexico  was  un- 
popular in  some  of  the  states,  in  othf^rs  the  repeal  of  the  protective  tariff 
of  1 842,  and  the  passage  by  a  democratic  Congress  of  the  tarifi*  act  ol  1846, 
which  was  avowedly  based  on  a  revenue  principle,  instead  of  that  of  pro- 
tection, were  measures  which  were  regarded  with  disfavor  by  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  people  by  whose  votes  the  democratic  triumph  at  the  presidon- 
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ijal  election  of  1844  was  effected.  Consequeiitly  the  congrewional  elec- 
tions in  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  some  other  states,  showed  a  large 
gain  in  favor  of  the  whig  party,  apd  in  opposition  to  the  administration.  In 
the  state  of  New  York,  the  whigs  were  aided  by  local  dissensions  in  the 
democratic  party,  which  became  divided  into  two  sections  called  eveotu- 
ally  **  hunkers**  or  conservatives,  and  *-  bfrnburners"  or  radicals.  At  the 
election  of  1846,  Silas  Wright  belonging  to  the  barnburner  faction,  being 
nominated  for  re-election  as  governor,  was  defeated,  and  the  whig  candi- 
date, John  Young,  elected  by  a  large  majority,  many  of  the  hunkers  with- 
holding their  votes  from  Mr.  Wright,  who  in  1844,  had  been  elected 
governor  by  a  majority  exceeding  ten  thousand.  At  the  election  of  1846t 
a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  Congress,  elected  from  the  state  of 
New  York,  were  of  the  whig  party. 

The  result  of  the  elections  for  members  of  Congress  throughout  the 
country,  being  known  before  the  meeting  of  the  thirtieth  Congress,  it  was 
well  ascertained  that  a  majority  of  the  house  of  representatives  would  be 
found  opposed  to  the  administration,  while  a  majority  of  the  senate  con- 
tinued democratic  in  its  character. 

The  first  session  of  the  thirtieth  Congress  commenced  on  the  6th  of 
December,  1847,  and  continued  until  the  14th  of  August,  1848.  Robert 
C.  Winthrop,  of  Massachusetts  (whig),  was  elected  speaker  of  the  house 
of  representatives  on  the  third  ballot,  receiving  one  hundred  and  ten  votes ; 
Linn  Boyd  of  Kentucky  (democrat),  sixty-four— other  democratic  candi- 
dates forty-one,  and  there  were  three  scattering  whig  votes.  A  whig 
clerk  and  serjeant-at-arms  were  also  elected. 

But  few  important  acts  of  a  general  character  were  passed  at  this  ses- 
sion. A  loan  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars  was  authorised,  and  an  act 
for  the  purchase  of  the  papers  of  Mr.  Madison,  fourth  president  of  the 
United  States,  was  passed.  A  bill  for  the  organization  of  the  territory  of 
Oregon  was  also  passed. 

A  national  convention  of  the  democratic  party,  for  the  nomination  of 
preaident  and  vice-president,  was  held  at  Baltimore,  in  May,  1848.  The 
two  sections  of  the  democratic  party  in  New  York  were  represented  at 
the  convention,  and  each  delegation  claimed  admission.  It  was  finally 
decided  to  admit  both  delegations,  but  each  of  them  declined  to  take  iheir 
seats,  and  consequently,  New  York  was  not  represented  in  the  convention. 
On  the  fourth  ballot  the  convention  nominated  General  Lewis  Cass  for 
president,  and  General  William  0.  Butler  of  Kentucky,  was  afterward 
nominated  for  vice-president. 

The  national  convention  of  the  whig  party  met  at  Philadelphia,  on  the 
1st  of  June,  1848.  Much  difference  of  opinion  prevailed  in  the  selection 
of  a  candidate  for  president,  the  principal  candidates  named,  being  Zach- 
ary  Taylor  of  Louiaiana,  Henry  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Winfield  Scott  of 
New  Jersey,  and  Daniel  Webster  of  Maasachusetts.    On  the  third  ballot 
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General  Taylor  "w^ls  nominated,  receiving  one  hundred  and  seventy-one 
votes,  General  Scott  sixty-two,  Henry  Clay  thirty-two,  and  Daniel  Webster 
thirteen.  In  point  of  fact,  this  nomination  had  been  settled  from  the  begin- 
ning. Many  delegates  who  had  voted  for  other  candidates  at  first,  were 
known  to  be  really  in  favor  of  General  Taylor,  believing  him  the  most 
available  candidate,  in  consequence  of  his  successful  campaigns  in  Mex- 
ico, and  only  voting  for  other  candidates  in  deference  to  the  opinions  of 
their  constituents.  Millard  Fillmore  of  New  York  was  on  the  second  bal- 
lot, nominated  for  vice-president  by  a  decided  majority. 

The  agitation  of  the  Wilmot-proviso  question,  by  which  it  was  proposed 
to  restrict  or  prohibit  slavery,  in  the  territory  acquired  by  the  United  States 
from  Mexico,  caused  the  formation  of  a  third  party,  called  "  the  free-soil 
party,''  merging  in  its  ranks  most  of  those  who  had  been  organized  as  abo- 
litionists, and  drawing  additional  strength  from  both  the  whig  and  demo- 
cratic parties  in  the  northern  states.  A  convention  of  the  free-soil  party 
was  held  at  Buffalo,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  on  the  8th  of  August,  1848 
and  nominated  Martin  Van  Buren  of  New  York,  for  president,  and  Charles 
Francis  Adams  of  Massachusetts,  for  vice-president. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1848,  the  presidential  election  took  place 
throughout  the  Union,  and  resulted  in  the  choice  of  the  whig  candidates, 
General  Taylor  for  president,  and  Millard  Fillmore  for  vice-president, 
each  of  whom  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  electoral  votes.  The 
democratic  candidates.  General  Cass  and  General  Butler,  each  received 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  electoral  votes.  The  free-soil  candidates, 
Van  Buren  and  Adams,  did  not  receive  any  of  the  electoral  votes,  as  they 
were  all  given  by  states,  but  their  aggregate  popular  vote  exceeded  two 
hundred  and  ninety  thousand. 

The  second  session  of  the  thirtieth  Congress  commenced  on  the  4th  of 
JDecember,  1848,  and  continued  until  the  expiration  of  its  term  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1849. 

The  principal  subject  of  public  interest  agitated  at  this  session,  was 
that  of  the  organization  of  governments,  for  the  newly-acquired  territories 
by  cession  from  Mexico,  namely.  New  Mexico,  and  California ;  but  in 
consequence  of  disagreement  between  the  senate  and  house  of  represent- 
atives, with  regard  to  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  those  territories,  all 
attempts  made  to  pass  laws  for  their  organization  as  territorial  governments, 
or  otherwise,  were  unsuccessful.  A  majority  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives were  in  favor  of  the  "Wilmot-proviso"  so  called,  by  which  slavery 
would  be  prohibited  in  the  new  territories,  while  a  majority  of  the  senate 
were  opposed  to  such  proviso  or  restriction. 

Early  in  the  session,  Mr.  Douglass,  of  Illinois,  introduced  in  the  senate 
a  bill  for  the  admission  of  California,  as  a  state,  into  the  Union,  without  the 
preliminary  measure  of  a  territorial  government,  which  had  been  the  uni 
form  precedent  established  by  Congress,  except  in  the  case  of  the  admis 
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sion  of  Texas.  Mr.  Douglass  gave  as  his  reasons,  for  introducing  the  bill, 
that  the  discovery  of  vast  mineral  wealth  in  California,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  facilities  for  communication  therewith,  had  invited  so  great  a  tide 
of  emigration  thither,  as  to  give  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  soon  possess 
a  population  far  exceeding  that  requisite  for  her  admission  into  this  con- 
federacy as  a  state ;  and  that  he  despaired  of  any  territorial  bill  being 
passed  at  this  session  of  Congress  ;  three  different  bills  presented  for  that 
purpose,  Laving  already  been  rejected.  His  bill  provided  for  the  eVction 
of  all  the  territory  acquired  from  Mexico,  into  one  state,  by  the  name  of 
the  state  of  CalifQrnia,  Congress  reserving  the  right,  at  any  time,  to  form 
new  states  out  of  any  portion  of  said  territory,  lying  east  of  the  Sierra  Ne- 
vada mountains ;  the  state  to  be  divided  into  two  judicial  districts. 

The  above  bill  was  referred  to  the  judiciary  committee,  which  on  the 
9th  of  January,  made  an  unfavorable  report  therein,  and  recommended  the 
establishment  of  a  territorial  government,  for  each  of  the  two  territories 
of  New  Mexico  and  California.  In  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  power  conferred  by  the  constitution  on  Congress  is  to  admit 
new  states  —  not  to  create  them. 

The  subject  being  referred  to  a  select  committee,  Mr.  Douglass,  the  chair- 
man thereof,  on  the  29th  January,  reported  a  new  bill,  providing  for  the 
formation  of  two  new  states  from  the  territories  in  question,  and  leaving 
the  question  of  slavery  to  the  decision  of  the  people  thereof.  The  bill 
having  been  laid  aside  for  the  day,  on  the  2d  of  February,  Mr.  Douglass 
moved  that  it  be  again  taken  up  ;  which  motion  was  negatived  by  a  very 
decided  vote  of  the  senate. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  Mr.  Walker  of  Wisconsin,  submitted  in  the 
senate,  an  amendment  to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  provi- 
ding for  the  extension  of  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  over  Cali- 
fornia and  New  Mexico ;  also  to  extend  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  all  general  laws  which  are  applicable,  over  the  same ;  likewise 
that  the  president  appoint  the  officers,  and  make  the  necessary  regulations 
to  carry  these  provisions  into  effect  —  the  object  being  to  preserve  order 
and  administer  justice  in  these  territories. 

After  an  able  and  interesting  debate,  which  was  continued  for  several 
days,  the  senate  adopted  Mr.  Walker's  amendment  by  a  small  majority,^ 
but  in  the  house  of  representatives  the  bill  was  further  amended  by  attach- 
ing thereto  the  Wil mot-proviso,  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  new  territories, 
which  the  senate  refused  to  accede  to,  and  the  debates  in  the  two  houses 
on  this  subject  continued  until  the  very  last  hour  of  the  session  ;  indeed 
so  as  to  jeopard  the  passage  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill  altogether  ;  when  finally  at  five  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  4th  March, 
the  senate,  by  a  vote  of  thirty-eight  to  seven,  disagreed  to  the  California 
amendment  of  the  house  and  receded  from  their  own  amendment,  thus 
clearing  the  appropriation  bill  of  obstructions  and  passing  it  — of  course 
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■weeping  out  of  the  bill,  everything  relating  to  a  temporaiy  goyennnem 
for  California  and  New  Mexico.  A  bill  which  had  previously  passed  the 
house  of  representatives,  extending  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States 
to  California,  was  then  taken  up  and  passed  by  the  senate. 

Mr.  Benton,  on  the  1 3th  December,  presented  in  the  senate,  a  petitioa 
from  citizens  of  New  Mexico,  praying  for  the  organization  of  a  territorial 
government,  protesting  against  the  dismemberment  of  their  territory  in 
favor  of  Texas,  and  containing  the  following  clause  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  :— 

«  We  do  not  desire  to  have  domestic  slavery  within  our  borders,  and 
until  the  time  shall  arrive  for  our  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  state,  we 
desire  to  be  protected  by  Congress  against  its  introduction  among  us." 

After  considerable  debate,  this  petition  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
referred  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

Various  propositions  were  iniroduced  at  this  session  to  grant  the  aid 
of  the  national  government  to  railroad  communications,  to  be  constructed 
between  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  but  no  definite  ac- 
tion was  had  on  either  of  these  plans.  A  bill  was  reported  in  the  senate, 
by  Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  anthorizing  and 
directing  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  enter  into  a  contract,  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  twenty  years,  with  William  H.  Aspinwall,  John  L.  Stephens, 
and  Henry  Chauncey,  of  New  York,  for  the  transportation,  by  steam,  of 
the  mails,  naval  and  army  supplies,  &c.,  over  a  railroad  to  be  constructed 
across  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  ocean;  at 
a  sum  not  exceeding  three  fourths  of  the  amount  now  stipulated  by  law 
•to  be  paid  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  alone  from  New  York  to  Liv- 
erpool. This  bill,  although  pressed  and  debated  until  the  last  days  of  the 
session,  failed  to  receive  the  support  of  a  majority  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Benton  also  introduced  in  the  senate  a  bill,  which  was  not  acted 
upon,  providing  for  the  location  and  construction  of  a  central  national  rail- 
load  from  the  Pacific  ocean  at  San  Francisco,  to  the  Mississippi  river  at 
St.  Louis  ;  with  a  branch  to  the  tidewater  of  Columbia  river  —  appropria- 
ting therefor,  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  the  public 
lands  in  Oregon  and  California,  and  fifty  per  cent,  of  the.  amount  of  sales 
•of  all  other  public  lands. 

A  convention  of  southern  members  of  Congress,  comprising  a  large  por- 
ition  of  the  members  of  both  houses  fn>m  the  slaveholding  states,  which 
"was  held  during  this  session,  uttracted  considerable  of  the  public  attention. 
'The  motive  for  calling  this  con  vein  inn  arose  mainly  from  the  previous  pro- 
•cecdings  in  the  house  of  representatives  at  the  present  session,  relating  in 
part  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  uiul  the  slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  in  part  to  the  question  i»f  tiie  prohibition  of  slavery  in  the  recently- 
acquired  territories  of  Californi.-L  nnd  New  Mexico. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  in  lUo  Keiiate  chamber,  on  tho  23d  Decern* 
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ber,  1848,  at  whick  were  present  sixty-eight  memben  of  Con«[re8B.  Ez- 
Govemor  Nfetcalfe,  senator  from  Kentucky,  presided.  Mr.  Bayly,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  hoyse,  from  Virginia,  offered  a  series  of  resolutions,  embracing 
essentially  the  principles  of  the  Virginia  resolutions  of  1798.  These  res- 
olutions of  Mr.  Bayly  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  one  member  from 
each  of  the  slaveholding  states,  which  committee  appointed  a  sub-com« 
mittee  of  five,  of  whom  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  was  chairman, 
to  consider  and  report  upon  the  subjects  referred  to  them. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  the  convention  again  met,  between  eighty  and 
ninety  members  attending ;  and  Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  committee  of  fif- 
teen, reported  '*  an  address  of  the  southern  delegates  to  their  constituents,*" 
—  which  paper,  after  giving  a  review  of  the  constitiitional  provisions  in 
relation  to  slavery,  and  the  rights  of  the  slaveholding  states  under  that 
instrument,  set  forth  the  alleged  infractions  of  these  provisions  by  the 
northern  or  free  states^  and  advised  the  south  to  be  united  among  them- 
selves in  the  present  crisis,  and  to  maintain  an  immovable  attitude  of 
readiness,  if  necessary,  to  defend  their  rights. 

The  address  having  been  recommitted  to  the  committee,  the  convention 
again  met  on  the  22d  of  January,  when  Mr.  Berrien,  of  Georgia,  submit- 
ted an  '*  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,"  as  a  substitute  for 
that  of  Mr.  Calhoun ;  which  substitute  the  convention,  by  a  vote  of  twenty- 
seven  to  thirty-four,  refused  to  adopt.  Mr.  Calhoun's  address  was  then 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  forty- two  yeas,  to  seventeen  nays,  and  after  being 
signed  by  forty-eight  members,  thirty  thousand  copies  of  it  were  published 
for  dttitribution.     Of  the  signers,  two  were  whigs,  and  forty-six  democrats. 

The  principal  acts  of  public  importance  passed  at  this  session  were  aa 
folbws :  to  establish  the  home  department,  and  to  provide  for  an  assistant 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  a  commissioner  of  the  customs  ;  to  extend 
the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States  over  the  territory  and  waters  of 
Upper  California,  and  to  create  a  collection  district  therein  ;  to  establish 
the  territorial  government  of  Minesota  ;  to  make  arrangements  for  taking 
the  seventh  census;  to  authorize  the  coinage  of  twenty  and  one  dol- 
hr  gold  pieces ;  requiring  all  moneys  receivable  from  customs  an4  from 
all  other  sources  to  be  paid  immediately  into  the  treasury,  without  abate- 
ment or  deduction  ;  to  cause  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  state  of  Iowa 
to  be  run  and  marked ;  to  carry  into  effect  certain  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico ;  and  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
seervtary  of  war  to  furnish  arms  and  ammunitiqn  to  emigrants  to  Oregon 
California,  and  New  Mexico. 

A  convention  or  treaty  between  the  governments  of  the  United  States 
•nd  Great  Britain,  ^  for  the  improvement  of  the  communications  by  post 
between  their  respective  territories,^  was  signed  in  London  on  the  15th 
of  December,  1848,  by  Lord  Palmcrston,  on  the  part  of  the  British  gor- 
emment,  and  Mr.  Bancroft,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  This  was 
confinDsd  by  the  United  States  senate  on  the  5th  of  January^  1849 
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In  1846,  Mr.  M'Lane,  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Great  Britain,  having 
returned  to  the  United  States,  George  Bancroft  was  appointed  in  his  place, 
and  consequently  resigned  as  secretary  of  the  navy.  To  the  latter  office 
John  Y.  Mason  was  transferred  from  that  of  attorney-general,  and  Nathan 
Clifford,  of  Maine,  succeeded  Mr.  Mason.  In  1848,  Mr.  Clifford  was  ap- 
pointed minister  to  Mexico,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  office  of  attorney- 
general  by  Isaac  Toucey,  of  Connecticut. 

The  administration  of  Mr.  Polk,  which  terminated  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1849,  was  marked  by  measures  and  events  of  the  most  decided  and  im- 
portant character  on  the  interests  of  the  country ;  among  its  most  impor- 
tant features,  was  the  war  with  Mexico,  began,  as  we  have  seen,  under 
circumstances  which  rendered  it  unpopular  with  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  but,  in  consequence  of  the  unchecked 
triumphs  of  the  American  arms,  and  the  unsurpassed  valor  and  skill  of 
the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  employed  in  Mexico, 
eventually  became  popular  with  the  people,  and  was  carried  on  and  brought 
to  a  successful  and  honorable  conclusion  by  the  same  administration  which 
had  commenced  it.  The  advantages  gained  by  this  war,  as  claimed  by 
the  friends  of  the  administration,  were,  the  acquisition  of  the  large  and 
important  territories  of  New  Mexico  and  California,  by  which  the  area  of 
the  United  States  territory  was  greatly  extended,  and  the  boundary  with 
Mexico  permanently  settled  —  the  newly-acquired  countries  being  of  great 
value  on  account  of  their  mineral  wealth,  and  possessing  important  harbors 
on  the  Pacific  ocean ;  also  the  elevation  of  the  reputation  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  ;  and  the  Mexicans  being  taught  by  experience,  their 
inferiority  and  inability  to  contend  with  their  northern  neighbors,  will  avoid 
causes  of  war  on  their  own  part,  while  their  cession  of  territory  to  the 
United  States  will  hasten  the  peopling  and  improvement  of  those  portions 
of  the  continent  of  North  America,  which,  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Spanish  race,  have  hitherto  lain  waste  and  unoccupied.  Those  who 
disapproved  of  the  war  contend  that  a  collision  of  arms  might  have  been 
avoided  by  proper  measures  on  the  part  of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Polk, 
and  that  the  advantages  gained  by  the  conquests  of  our  army  are  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  sacrifice  of  more  than  twenty-five  thousand  lives  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  lost  during  the  war,  by  battles,  sickness,  and 
other  casualties,  and  at  a  cost  of  over  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 

The  other  prominent  measures  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration  wer^,  the 
settlement  of  the  Oregon  boundary  question  with  Great  Britain ;  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  independent  treasury  system,  by  which  the  revenues  of  the 
nation  are  collected  in  gold  and  silver,  or  treasury-notes,  without  the  aid 
of  banks ;  and  a  revision  of  the  tariff,  by  which  the  establishment  of  aa 
advalorem  system  of  duties  on  imports,  accomjwinied  with  a  warehouse 
system,  has  been  effected ;  on  the  policy  of  which  financial  measures  th^ 
American  people  have  been,  and  still  continue  to  be,  divided  in  opinion*  . 
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ZACHARY    TAYLt)R. 


Virginia,  the  "Ancient  Dominion"  of  the  British  American  colonies, 
has  obtained  also  the  name  of  the  "  Mother  of  Presidents,"  among  the  states ; 
it  being  the  native  state  of  no  less  than  seven  of  the  presidents  of  the 
United  States,  including  Zachart  Taylor,  the  twelfth  on  the  list  of  those 
who  have  filled  that  high  station.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  three  of 
these  Virginians  have  been  elected  without  the  aid  of  the  electorsJ  votes 
of  their  native  state. 

The  family  of  the  Taylors  of  Virginia,  to  which  the  twelfth  president 
belongs,  is  honorably  distinguished  in  the  annals  of  the  9olony  and  the 
state.  Its  ancestors  of  the  same  name  emigrated  from  England,  with  other 
friends  of  liberty,  and  settled  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  colony  of 
Virginia  in  the  year  1692.  Among  the  different  branches  and  connex- 
ions of  the  family  are  the  Madisons,  Lees,  Barbours,  Pendletons,  Con- 
ways,  Taliaferos,  Hunts,  Gaineses,  and  others,  whose  public  services  and 
patriotism,  during  more  than  a  century,  are  commemorated  in  colonial  and 
national  history. 

Richard  Taylor,  the  father  of  General  Zachary  Taylor,  was  born  in 
Virginia,  on  the  22d  of  March,  1744.  He  received  a  plain  but  solid  edu- 
cation, and  in  boyhood  evinced  the  bold  and  adventurous  spirit  which  after- 
ward led  him  to  seek  a  home  in  the  western  wilderness.  When  still  a 
youth,  he  made  a  journey  to  Kentucky,  and  thence  to  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi,  surveying  the  country  as  far  as  Natchez,  and  returning  on 
foot,  without  guide  or  companion,  through  pathless  woods,  inhabited  only 
by  savages  and  wild  beasts,  to  his  father's  house  in  Virginia.* 

At  the  age  of  thirty-five,  on  the  20th  of  August,  1779,  Richard  Taylor 
married  Sarah  Strother,  a  young  lady  of  highly  respectable  connexions, 
then  in  her  twentieth  year.     At  this  time  he  held  a  colonel's  commission 

*  For  part  of  the  ikcU  mentioned  in  this  sketcb,  we  are  indebted  to  Fry's  Life  of  General  Tay- 
lor ;  alao  to  Mont^mety'a  memoir  of  the  tame. 
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in  the  Virginia  line,  and  served  with  zeal  and  valor  tbrougbout  the  reTO- 
lutionary  war.  He  was  engaged  in  several  of  the  most  important  battles 
of  that  war,  particularly  in  the  brilliant  achievement  of  Trenion,  where  he 
rendered  distinguished  and  valuable  aid  to  General  Washington. 

Five  sons  and  three  daughters  were  the  offspring  of  the  marriage  of 
Colonel  Richard  Taylor — the  first  child  born  in  1781.  His  third  son, 
Zachary  Taylor,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  was  born  in  Orange 
county,  Virginia,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1784.  In  the  following  sum- 
mer his  father  fulfilled  his  long-cherished  intention  of  emigrating  to  Ken- 
tucky, only  ten  years  after  the  first  habitation  of  a  white  man  had  been 
erected  in  the  vast  region  between  the  western  boundary  of  Virginia  and 
the  Mississippi.  In  the  emigration  of  Colonel  Richard  Taylor  to  this 
country,  he  had  been  preceded  by  his  brother  Hancock  Taylor,  a  brave 
and  intelligent  man,  who  lost  his  life  by  the  Indians  while  engaged  in 
surveying  lands  in  the  Ohio  valley.  He  is  said  to  have  selected  for  his 
farm  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Louisville. 

The  early  years  of  Zachary  Taylor  were  passed  under  the  guidance  of 
such  men,  and  under  such  circumstances  for  the  development  of  a  bold 
spirit  and  active  intellect.  His  father  ,had  settled  in  Jefferson  county, 
near  Louisville,  where  he  acquired  a  large  estate  by  his  industry  and 
thrift,  and  honorable  consideration  by  his  intelligence,  bravery,  and  patri- 
otism. As  Louisville  rose  into  importance,  his  own  fortune  and  local 
distinction  increased.  He  received  from  President  Washington  a  com- 
mission as  collector  of  that  port,  New  Orleans  being  then  a  Spanish  pos- 
session. Richard  Taylor  was  also  one  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution 
of  Kentucky ;  represented  Jefferson  county  for  many  years  in  both  branches 
of  the  legislature,  and  was  a  member  of  the  electoral  colleges  which  voted 
for  Jefferson,  Madison,  Monroe,  and  Clay.  Among  the  politicians  of  Ken- 
tucky he  is  remembered  as  one  of  the  few  men  of  the  "  Old  Court  party" 
who  could  be  elected  from  Jefferson  county  during  the  excitement  of  the 
old  and  new  court  question.  He  died  on  his  plantation,  near  Louisville, 
leaving  to  survive  him  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  one  son 
and  two  daughters  have  since  died.  His  two  surviving  sons,  Zachary 
and  Joseph,  have  both  chosen  a  military  profession,  as  did  their  brother 
Hancock,  who  died  in  1808. 

One  of  the  chief  cares  of  Colonel  Taylor  was  the  education  of  his 
children ;  but  during  the  first  ten  or  fifteen  years  of  his  residence  in  Ken- 
tucky, the  sparsoness  of  the  population,  and  the  exposure  of  the  inhabit- 
ants to  Indian  hostilities,  made  the  accomplishment  of  his  purpose  very 
difficult.  A  school  for  the  rudiments  of  English  merely  was  established 
in  his  neighborhood  by  Elisha  Ayres,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  after- 
ward returned  to  that  state,  and  now  resides,  at  the  advanced  age  of  four- 
score years,  at  Preston,  near  Norwich.  To  Mr.  Ayres,  as  his  teacher, 
was  Zachary  Taylor  sent  in  his  early  years,  to  receive  such  instruction  as 
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was  practicable  under  the  circumstances,  while  constant  care  and  watch* 
fulness  were  necessary  on  the  part  of  his  father  and  other  guardians  of 
his  youth,  for  protection  against  savage  foes. 

AAer  the  Indians  were  subdued  by  the  decisive  victory  of  General - 
Wayne,  in  1794,  a  general  peace  was  concluded  with  them,  in  tbe  follow- 
ing year,  and  from  that  period  the  prosperity  of  Kentucky  advanced  rapidly 
with  the  increase  of  population.  Zachary  Taylor  was  reared  by  his  father 
to  his  awn  profession,  that  of  a  farmer ;  and,  until  he  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  was  practically  engaged  in  that  laborious  occupation,  laying 
the  foundation  of  the  robust  health,  hardy  habits,  and  persevering  industry, 
which  have  been  the  test  of  various  climates,  rude  fare,  and  severe  duty, 
during  a  military  life  of  more  than  forty  years.  The  military  service  very 
early  engaged  his  affections  and  excited  his  ambition.  When  Aaron 
Burr's  movements  in  the  west  began  to  arouse  suspicion,  the  patriotic 
young  men  of  Kentucky  formed  volunteer  companies  to  oppose  his  de- 
signs by  arms,  if  occasion  should  demand  such  a  result.  The  brothers 
Taylor  were  enrolled  in  a  troop  raised  for  this  purpose.  Their  services 
were  not  required  by  the  events,  and  af\er  the  alarm  had  subsided,  Zach- 
ary returned  to  his  farm. 

On  the  death  of  his  brother,  Lieutenant  Hancock  Taylor,  who  held  a 
commission  in  the  United  States  army,  an  opportunity  was  afforded  Zach- 
ary of  obtaining  the  vacancy.  Through  the  influence  of  his  relative,  Jametf 
Madison,  then  secretary  of  state,  and  of  his  uncle,  Major  Edmund  Tay- 
lor, he  received  from  President  Jefferson,  on  the  3d  of  May,  1 808,  his 
commissipn  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  seventh  regiment  of  United  States 
infantry.  At  this  time,  when  he  was  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  age, 
he  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  competency  from  his  occupation  as  a  farmer. 
But  the  activity  of  his  mind,  and  his  taste  for  a  military  profession,  led 
him  to  prefer  the  care  and  privations  of  a  soldier's  life  to  the  quiet  and 
comforts  of  a  landed  proprietor  at  home.  His  first  experience  in  his  new 
vocation  had  nearly  proved  fatal.  He  was  ordered  to  report  himself  to 
General  Wilkinson,  in  New  Orleans ;  and  being  seized  there  with  the 
yellow  fever,  was  obliged  to  return  home  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 
He  appears  to  have  employed  his  time  sedulously  in  the  study  of  his  pro- 
fession, as  we  find  him,  three  years  from  this  time,  fulBlling  with  honor  a 
dangerous  and  important  post. 

In  1810,  Lieutenant  Taylor  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  lady 
of  Maryland,  of  a  highly  respectable  family  in  that  state.  She  was  sister 
of  the  late  Major  R.  S.  Smith,  of  the  marine  corps. 

The  Indian  tribes  on  the  northwestern  frontier  of  the  United  States 
having  been  excited  to  feelings  of  hostilities  against  the  Americans j  as  was 
supposed  and  believed  through  the  agency  of  British  emissaries  sent 
among  them,  and  a  general  league  of  the  tribes  beipg  on  the  point  of 
formation,  by  the  influence  of  the  noted  chief  Tecumseh  and  his  brother 
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the  Prophet,  the  American  government  took  early  steps  to  counteract 
their  operations. '  General  Harrison,  then  governor  of  the  northwestern 
territory,  was  ordered  to  march  a  competent  force  into  the  Indian 
country. 

After  the  declaration  of  war,  in  1812,  Taylor  was  placed  in  command 
of  Fort  Harrison,  a  block-house  and  stockade,  which  had  been  erected  by 
order  of  General  Harrison,  on  the  Wabash  river,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Yincennes.  Congress  declared  war  against  Great  Britain  on  the  19th  of 
June,  1812,  and  at  no  previous  period  was  the  spirit  of  those  Indians  who 
were  allies  of  England,  and  led  on  by  Tecumseh  and  the  Prophet,  so 
fully  aroused  to  the  determination  of  exterminating  the  Americans  on  the 
northwestern  frontier  as  at  this  time.  Their  first  object  of  attack  was 
Fort  Harrison,  and  three  months  after  war  with  England  had  been  for- 
mally declared,  they  were  banded  for  the  purpose  of  this  and  other  acts 
of  hostiliiy.  Captain  Taylor  had  some  intimations  of  their  intentions, 
which  were  confirmed  on  the  3d  of  September,  by  the  report  of  guns  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  fort.  On  the  following  day  it  was  discovered  that  two 
men  had  been  murdered  and  scalped  by  the  Indians.  Captain  Taylor, 
therefore,  made  every  effort  in  his  power  for  defence.  The  whole  force 
under  his  command  was  about  fifty  men,  of  whom  nearly  two  thirds  were 
invalids,  and  he  himself  was  just  recovering  from  a  fever.  The  Indians 
were  aware  of  his  weakness,  but  preferred  the  exercise  of  their  native 
cunning  to  the  hazard  of  an  open  attack.  A  deputation  of  the  Prophet's 
party  came  to  the  fort  with  a  white  fiag,  and  affecting  peaceable  intentions. 
Captain  Taylor  was  not  deceived  by  this  stratagem,  and  he  made  prepa- 
rations for  an  assault  from  the  enemy.  At  night  a  watch  was  set,  and  the 
remaining  few  retired  to  rest.  An  hour  before  midnight  the  report  of  a 
musket  was  heard,  and  Taylor,  springing  from  his  brief  sleep,  found  his 
savage  foes  were  making  an  attack  upon  the  fort.  On  their  approach,  the 
sentinels  had  retreated  within,  and  it  was  discovered  that  the  lower  build- 
ing was  already  fired  by  the  Indians,  rendering  the  situation  of  the  garri- 
son one  of  extreme  peril.  The  young  captain,  however,  retained  his 
composure,  and  while  he  directed  a  part  of  his  small  force  to  carry  buck- 
ets of  water  to  extinguish  the  fiames,  the  other  soldiers  returned  the  fire 
of  the  Indians  by  a  steady  discharge  of  musketry,  the  assailants,  during 
seven  hours,  abating  no  effort  to  carry  the  fort,  and  being  for  some  time 
imder  the  cover  of  a  very  dark  night.  In  this  protracted  attack  only  three 
of  the  garrison  were  killed  and  three  wounded,  while  the  Indians  suffered 
severely  from  their  exposed  situation.  At  six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  5th,  dispirited  by  their  loss,  they  abandoned  the  attempt  to  carry  the 
fort,  and  retired  from  the  spot,  after  destroying  all  the  provisions  of  the 
post,  and  killing  or  driving  off  all  the  horses  and  cattle. 

The  account  of  this  affair  by  Captain  Taylor,  in  a  letter  to  General 
Harrison,  dated  the  10th  of  September,  1812,  is  his  first  official  despatch. 
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and  has  the  unaffected  spirit,  without  the  experienced  style,  of  his  more 
mature  productipns. 

The  failure  of  their  enterprise  against  Fort  Harrison  disheartened  the 
Indians,  and  they  abandoned  for  a  time  any  further  attempts  against  it;  yet 
the  garrison  expected  another  attack,  and  Captain  Taylor  sent  to  General 
Harrison  an  account  of  his  situation,  and  an  application  for  assistance. 
A  large  foBce,  under  General  Hopkins,  was  immediately  sent  to  the  relief 
of  the  garrison,  then  reduced  to  want  by  sickness,  fatigue,  and  the  loss 
of  provisions. 

The  conduct  of  Taylor  at  Fort  Harrison  was  not  overlooked  by  his  so- 
perior  officers,  by  the,  public,  or  by  the  government.  General  Hopkins, 
in  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Kentucky,  said  of  him :  '*  The  firm  and 
almost  unparalleled  defence  of  Fort  Harrison  by  Captain  Zachary  Taylor^ 
has  raised  for  him  a  fabric  of  character  not  to  be  effaced  by  eulogy."  The 
president  afforded  a  satisfactory  proof  of  his  favorable  opinion,  by  con- 
ferring upon  Taylor  the  rank  of  major  by  brevet — the  oldest  instance  in 
the  service  of  this  species  of  promotion. 

The  Indians,  notwithstanding  their  defeat,  continued  their  depredations 
upon  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontier,  and  to  arrest  their  atrocities  General 
Hopkins  planned  an  expedition  against  the  Indian  villages  on  the  Illinois,  and 
commenced  his  march  about  the  middle  of  October.  But  the  volunteers 
under  his  command  evinced  insubordination,  and  the  general  resolved  to 
abandon  the  expedition.  The  villages,  however,  were  attacked  by  a  de- 
tachment under  Colonel  Russell,  and  destroyed.  In  the  following  month, 
General  Hopkins  undertook  a  second  expedition,  directed  against  the 
Prophet's  and  Winebago  town,  in  which  Major  Taylor  took  part,  and  re- 
ceived the  commendations  of  the  general.  Several  skirmishes  occurred, 
in  some  of  which  our  troops  suffered  severely.  They  succeeded  in 
achieving  their  main  objects,  devastating  the  enemy's  country  and  destroy- 
ing their  settlements.  The  winter  forced  both  parties  into  a  cessation  of 
active  hostilities.  From  this  time  to  the  close  of  the  war  with  Great 
Britain,  Major  Taylor  was  engaged  on  the  northwest  frontier,  accom 
plishing  the  purposes  of  the  government  with  unremitting  vigilance. 

In  1814,  Major  Tayldr  commanded  an  expedition  against  the  British 
and  Indians  on  Rock  river,  a  branch  of  the  Mississippi.  By  order  of 
General  Howard,  Major  Taylor  left  Fort  Independence,  on  the  2d  August, 
at  the  head  of  a  detachment  of  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and 
proceeded  in  boats  up  the  Mississippi  to  Rock  river,  where  they  arrived 
on  the  4th  of  September.  The  British  and  Indians  being  strongly  posted 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  well  provided  with  artillery,  commenced 
firing  upon  the  Americans  before  they  had  an  opportunity  to  land,  and  the 
boau  were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  artillery  and  musketry  for  a  consid- 
erable time,  which  was  returned  by  Taylor's  troops,  from  small  arms  and 
the  cannon  on  board  the  boats.      The  Americans  then  dropped  down  the 
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mer  about  three  miles,  and  landed ;  being  followed  hy  the  enemy,  Taylor 
halted  on  a  small  prairie  and  prepared  his  troops  for  action,  when  the 
British  and  Indians  hastily  retired.  The  Americans  in  this  affair  had 
eleven  men  killed  and  wounded. 

Taylor  then  called  a  council  of  his  officers,  and  as  the  enemy  was  at 
least  three  to  one  in  number  to  the  Americans,  it  was  decided  that  it 
would  be  madness  to  attack  them  in  their  position,  without  a  prospect  of 
success.  Major  Taylor  therefore  determined  to  drop  down  the  river  to 
the  Des  Moines  rapids,  and  execute  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the 
expedition,  namely,  to  erect  a  fort  to  command  the  river ;  which  was  done, 
and  the  same  was  called  Fort  Madison.  The  details  of  this  expedition, 
Major  Taylor  communicated  to  General  Howard,  in  an  official  despatch, 
d&ted  September  6,  1814. 

On  the  restoration  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  in  1815,  Congress 
adopted  the  policy  of  reducing  the  army  and  of  annulling  promotions  made 
during  the  war.  Among  other  officers  who  suffered  from  this  policy  was 
Major  Taylor,  who  was  reduced  to  the  rank  of  captain ;  in  consequence 
of  which  he  resigned  his  commission,  and  left  the  service,  returning  to 
his  family,  from  whom  he  had  so  long  been  separated,  and  resuming  his 
agricultural  pursuits. 

In  consequence  of  the  influence  of  his  friends,  who  were  not  content 
to  see  him  retire  from  the  army,  for  such  a  cause,  he  was  reinstated  by 
President  Madison,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  consented  again  to  leave 
his  home  and  its  attractions  for  the  monotonous  service  of  the  army  in 
time  of  peace.  In  1816,  Major  Taylor  was  ordered  to  Green  Bay,  on 
Lake  Michigan,  and  remained  in  command  of  that  post  for  two  years. 
Returning  to  Kentucky,  he  passed  a  year  with  his  family,  and  was  then 
ordered  to  join  Colonel  Russell  at  New  Orleans.  Except  during  a  tem- 
porary absence,  when  recalled  by  the  illness  of  his  wife,  he  continued  in 
the  south  for  several  years,  generally  engaged  in  some  active  duty.  One 
of  his  labors  was  the  opening  of  a  military  road,  and  another,  the  erection 
of  Fort  Jesup — the  latter  in  1822.  On  the  20th  of  April,  1819,  Taylor 
received  the  commission  of  a  lieutenant-colonel.  In  1824,  he  was  en- 
gaged at  Louisville  in  the  recruiting  service,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  that 
year  he  was  ordered  to  the  city  of  Washington. 

In  1 826,  he  was  member  of  a  board  of  officers  of  the  army  and  militia 
(of  which  General  Scott  was  president),  convened  by  Mr.  Barbour,  then 
secretary  of  war,  to  consider  and  propose  a  system  for  the  organization  and 
improvement  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States.  In  this  board,  Taylor's 
opinions  were  in  favor  of  maintaining  the  militia  strictly  as  citizen-sol- 
diery, instead  of  giving  them  the  character  of  a  regular  army,  as  proposed 
by  some.  The  report  drawn  by  General  Scott,  and  adopted  on  motion  of 
Colonel  Taylor,  was  approved  in  Congress,  but  was  not  carried  into  effect. 

Resuming  his  duties  on  the  northwestern  frontier,  Taylor  continued  for 
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five  years  in  that  position,  where  he  seems  to  have  heen  nnconsciouslj 
preparing  himself  in  his  profession  for  the  splendid  achievements  of  his 
latter  years.  A  writer  in  the  "  Literary  World**  thus  mentions  him :  "  As 
plain  Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor,  I  have  often  seen  him  putting  his  men 
through  the  battalion  drill,  on  the  northern  banks  of  the  Wisconsin,  in  the 
depth  of  February.  This  would  seem  only  characteristic  of  the  man  who 
has  since  proved  himself  equally  *  Rough  and  Ready'  under  the  scorch- 
ing sun  of  the  tropics.  But,  looking  back  through  long  years  to  many  a 
pleasant  hour  spent  in  the  well-selected  library  of  the  post  which  Colonel 
Taylor  then  commanded,  we  recur  now  with  singular  interest  to  the 
agreeable  conversations  held  in  the  room  which  was  the  colonel's  favorite 
resort,  amid  the  intervals  of  duty."  And  the  same  chronicler  of  his 
severe  habits  df  discipline  and  study  continues :  "  Nor  will  the  reader 
think  these  personal  reminiscences  impertinent,  when  we  add  that  our 
object  in  recurring  to  them  here  is  simply  to  mention  tliat,  remembering 
alike  the  wintry  drill  and  the  snug  book-room,  Taylor's  hardihood  —  the 
idea  of  which  now  so  readily  attaches  to  his  soubriquet  of '  Rough  and 
Ready'  —  would  certainly  not  then  have  struck  a  stranger  as  more  char- 
acteristic than  his  liberal-minded  intelligence." 

In  1832,  Taylor  was  promoted  by  President  Jackson  to  ihe  rank  of 
colonel.  During  the  previous  year,  the  difficulties  between  the  white  set- 
tlers near  Rock  river,  Illinois,  and  the  Sac  Indians  under  the  celebrated 
chief  Black  Hawk,  had  been  fomented,  by  bad  and  interested  white  men, 
to  a  point  of  open  hostilities.  Black  Hawk  and  his  brother  the  Prophet, 
at  the  bead  of  a  large  party  of  Indians,  having  defeated  an  American  vol- 
unteer force  near  Rock  river,  on  the  14th  of  May,  1832,  the  people  of 
Illinois  became  greatly  alarmed,  and  the  secretary  of  war  ordered  about  a 
thousand  regular  troops,  under  the  command  of  General  Scott,  to  the 
scene  of  action,  and  active  hostilities  ensued,  and  continued  for  three 
months.  In  July,  General  Scott  was  reinforced  by  2,500  men,  under 
General  Atkinson,  including  400  regulars  under  Colonel  Taylor.  Toward 
the  close  of  the  month  the  Indians  retreated  into  the  wilderness,  and  Gen- 
eral Atkinson,  with  a  detachment  of  1,300  men,  including  the  regulars 
under  Colonel  Taylor,  pursued  them.  By  great  perseverance,  during  a 
forced  march,  the  Americans  succeeded  in  overtaking  the  Indians  near  the 
junction  of  the  Mississippi  and  Iowa  rivers,  where  a  desperate  conflict 
ensued,  which  resulted  in  a  total  route  of  the  Indians,  many  falling  by  our 
arms,  others  perishing  in  the  river,  and  the  rest  dispersing  or  submitting 
themselves  prisoners.  The  chief,  Black  Hawk,  who  then  escaped,  was 
in  the  course  of  the  month  surrendered  by  some  of  his  faithless  allies, 
and  with  his  capture  ended  the  war.  The  chief  and  his  fellow-prisoners 
"were  confided  to  the  charge  of  Colonel  Taylor,  who  conveyed  them  to 
the  Jefferson  barracks,  where  they  anived  about  the  middle  of  September. 
After  the  Black  Hawk  war.  Colonel  Taylor  was  for  a  shoxt  time  at 
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Louisville,  with  his  family,  and  was  thence  ordered  to  Prairie  du  Chieiii 
to  the  command  of  Fort  Crawford,  a  work  which  had  been  erected  under 
his  superintendence.  Here  he  remained  until  1836,  when  his  services, 
were  required  in  Florida,  to  assist  in  reducing  the  Seminole  Indians  to 
submission.  To  that  field  he  immediately  repaired,  although  he  might 
with  propriety  have  asked  of  the  government  a  season  of  repose,  having 
very  rarely  enjoyed  the  ease  and  tranquillity  of  home  during  a  period  of 
more  than  twenty-five  years. 

The  Seminole  Indians,  the  remnants  of  the  aborigines  of  Florida,  were  re- 
quired by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  emigrate  from  that  territory 
to  lands  appropriated  for  their  occupation  on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi 
river.  A  treaty  wi^h  the  Seminole  chiefs  for  the  removal  of  their  tribe  was 
concluded  at  Payne's  landing,  in  Florida,  in  May,  1832,  by  which  treaty  they 
were  allowed  three  years  to  depart.  The  government  was  first  advised 
in  1834  of  their  disinclination  to  leave  their  homes  and  those  of  their 
fathers.  But  as  late  as  the  spring  of  1835,  there  was  among  the  whites  in 
Florida  a  confidence  in  the  calm  disposition  of  the  Seminoles,  and  their 
willingness  to  submit  to  the  destiny  of  their  race.  A  daring  chief,  how-^ 
ever,  arose  among  this  tribe,  bearing  the  name  of  Osceola,  destined  to 
hold  a  place  in  history  with  other  distinguished  leaders  of  the  aborigines 
who  have  resisted  the  progress  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  on  this  continent. 
By  inheritance  Osceola  enjoyed  no  title  or  distinction  among  the  Semi* 
noles.  He  derived  his  origin  from  the  Creeks,  and  had  affected,  until  over 
thirty  years  of  age,  pacific  feelings  toward  the  whiles.  At  length,  throw- 
ing off  disguise,  he  declared  openly  against  the  United  States,  supplanting 
himself  the  legitimate  chiefs  of  the  Seminoles ;  and  he  even  put  to  death 
those  who  were  for  peaceful  measures.  He  acquired  perfect  ascendency 
over  his  Indian  brethren,  and  his  signal  war-cry  met  with  a  response  from 
the  remnants  of  the  tribes  who  were  still  inhabitants  of  Florida.  Murders 
were  committed  on  the  frontiers,  and  at  one  time  even  St.  Augustine  was 
threatened  by  the  hostile  Indians. 

The  United  States  troops  at  this  time  in  Florida  numbered  about  500 
men,  stationed  at  several  posts,  General  Clinch  being  in  command.  On 
the  23d  of  December,  1835,  two  companies  under  Major  Dade,  while 
inarching  to  join  the  general,  were  surprised  by  a  large  body  of  Indians^ 
and,  after  a  protracted  resistance,  were  all  massacred,  except  three  men, 
who,  exhausted  with  wounds,  escaped  to  tell  the  fate  of  their  comrades. 
Open  war  now  commenced.  Many  Creeks  joined  the  Seminoles,  and  the 
United  States  government  found  it  necessary  to  send  in  succession  its 
most  able  officers  and  best  troops  into  the  field.  On  the  part  of  the  Indi- 
ans, occasional  success  added  vigor  to  their  bold  and  cruel  enterprises. 

When  Colonel  Taylor  reached  Florida,  the  war  with  the  Seminoles,  be- 
gan in  1835,  had  been  prosecuted  with  indifierent  success.  General 
Jesup  then  had  command  of  the  army  in  this  territory,  and  had  made 
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fruitless  attempts  to  bring  the  war  to  a  close.  All  friendly  conferences 
with  the  chiefs,  aided  by  a  delegation  of  Cherokees  as  mediators,  having 
failed,  it  was  determined,  in  the  autumn  of  1837,  to  take  4nore  active 
measures  against  the  Indians.  Colonel  Taylor  received  orders  to  seek 
out  any  portion  of  the  enemy  wherever  to  be  found,  and  to  destroy  or 
capture  the  hostile  forces.  Accordingly,  in  pursuance  of  instructions 
from  General  Jesup,  Colonel  Taylor,  with  about  1,100  men,  left  Fort 
Gajdner  on  the  20lh  of  December,  1837,  and  through  dense  thickets  of 
cypress,  palmetto,  and  other  underwood,  the  troops  made  their  way  to  the 
everglades,  where  the  Indians  were  concealed. 

After  a  march  of  five  days,  the  troops,  on  the  25th  pf  December,  reached 
a  cypress  swamp  where  they  had  evidence  that  a  large  body  of  the  enemy 
were  near.  Taylor  disposed  his  army  in  order  of  battle,  and  crossing  the 
swamp,  reached  a  large  prairie,  on  the  farther  side  of  which  was 
an  extensive  hammock,  in  which  the  Indians  were  posted.  The 
American  troops  had  penetrated  but  a  short  distance,  when  they  were  sud- 
denly attacked  by  several  hundred  warriors,  with  their  rifles.  The  shock 
for  a  time  was  fearlessly  sustained,  although  several  officers  and  men  fell 
at  the  first  fire.  Seeing  their  leaders  fall,  some  of  the  volunteers  gave 
way,  but  soon  after  rallied,  and  the  regular  troops  eagerly  pressed  on 
through  the  morass.  Thrice  the  enemy  wavered  and  gave  ground,  and 
thrice  returned  to  the  most  desperate  conflict  ever  maintained  by  their 
arms.  The  battle  lasted  for  more  than  two  hours,  when  the  savages  were 
driven  from  the  field  to  their  camp  on  the  borders  of  Lake  Okeechobee^ 
being  closely  pursued  by  the  regulars  and  volunteers  until  night  closed  in. 

This  battle  of  Okeechobee  is  one  of  the  most  memorable  in  our  annals 
of  Indian  wars,  as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  for  bravery  and  skill  on 
both  sides.  The  American  loss  was  very  severe,  26  being  killed,  and 
112  wounded,  among  whom  were  some  of  the  most  valuable  officers  in  the 
service,  including  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thompson,  ColoneL  Geritry,  Adju- 
tant Center,  Captain  Van  Swaringen,  and  others,  among  the  slain.  The 
loss  of  the  Indians  could  not  be  ascertained,  but  in  the  opinion  of  Colonel 
Taylor  it  was  about  equal  to  that  of  our  troops. 

The  immediate  consequence  of  the  battle  of  Okeechobee  was  the  sur- 
render of  a  number  of  Seminoles  to  the  forces  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Taylor.  The  decisive  'action  and  dearly-bought  victory  of  the 
Americans  gave  a  death-blow  to  the  power  and  daring  defiance  of  the  hos- 
tile tribe.  Although  outrages  were  frequently  committed  by  small  parties 
of  savages,  for  a  year  or  two  afterward,  the  Seminoles  were  never  again 
completely  organized,  as  a  tribe  or  nation,  in  opposition  to  the  whites. 

If  the  triumph  of  Taylor  failed  to  reduce  the  whole  body  of  Indians 
immediately  to  terms  of  peace,  it  still  demanded  and  received  the  grateful 
recognition  of  the  nation  and  the  government.  The  sentiments  of  the  lat- 
ter were  expressed  in  a  general  order  from  the  war  department,  through 
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Major- General  Macomb,  commander-in-chief  of  the  army,  dated  Febmaiy 
20,  1838,  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
Colonel  Taylor,  and  the  officers  and  troops  under  l^is  command,  for  their 
pliant  conduct  in  the  battle  with  the  Seminole  Indians  on  the  25th  of 
De'cember. 

This  official  acknowledgment  was  soon  af\er  followed  by  Taylor's  pro 
motion  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet,  **  for  distinguished  ser 
Tices  in  the  battle  of  Kissimmee  (Okeechobee),  in  Florida." 

In  April,  1838,  the  command  of  the  troops  in  Florida  was  assigned  to 
General  Taylor ;  relieving  General  Jesup,  at  the  request  of  the  latter.  In 
this  responsible  position  Taylor's  energies  were  devoted  to  the  protection 
of  the  inhabitants  from  the  attacks  of  the  Indians,  and  the  redaction  of 
the  latter  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  The  perfect  accomplish- 
ment of  these  objects  was  impracticable  with  the  means  and  forces  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  commander.  From  time  to  time  skirmishes  with 
the  Indians  took  place,  and  small  parties  of  them  were  occasionally  cap- 
tured, or  voluntarily  surrendered.  But  they  never  could  be  brought  to  a 
general  action,  and  continued,  at  intervals,  their  outrages  upon  the  white 
inhabitants. 

The  United  States  government,  toward  the  close  of  the  year  1839, 
abandoned  the  policy  which  it  had  pursued  in  Florida,  and  determined  to 
leave  the  Indians  in  their  strongholds,  and  to  confine  the  operations  of 
the  troops  to  the  protection  of  the  border  settlements.  In  the  general  or- 
ders of  the  war  department  in  November,  1839,  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
mander was  thus  approved  : — 

"  General  Taylor,  by  the  zealous  and  intelligent  discharge  of  his  duties, 
having  given  satisfaction  to  the  department,  will  continue  in  command."^ 

General  Taylor's  skill  and  energies  were  faithfully  exerted  to  fulfil  the 
designs  of  the  government,  but  the  force  at  his  disposal  was  never  ade- 
quate. Having  labored  four  years  in  this  thankless  field,  he  was  anxious 
to  retire  from  it ;  and,  at  his  own  request,  was  relieved  from  the  command, 
and  was  succeeded  by  General  Armistead,  in  April,  1840. 

The  distinguished  talents  which  General  Taylor  had  displayed  through- 
out his  career  in  the  army,  were  too  well  known  and  appreciated  by  the 
government  to  allow  him  to  remain  idle,  or  to  be  stationed  at  a  post  of  in- 
activity. He  was,  therefore,  immediately  after  leaving  Florida,  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  first  department  of  the  army  in  the  southwest.  This 
depnnment  included  the  states  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  and 
Louisiana,  his  headquarters  being  at  Fort  Jesup,  in  the  latter  state.  In 
the  summer  of  1841,  he  was  ordered  to  relieve  General  Arbuckle,  at  Fort 
Gibson,  where  he  remained  nearly  4ive  years,  constantly  engaged  in  dis- 
ciplining his  troops,  and  in  other  services  pertaining  to  his  command. 

Having  purchased  an  estate  in  Louisiana,  General  Taylor  removed  his 
family  from  Kentucky  to  Baton  Rouge,  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi 
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where  they  continued  to  reside  for  some  years.  His  constant  occupation 
in  the  army  gare  him  but  few  opportunities  of  enjoying  the  cpmforta  of 
domestic  retirement. 

Soon  afler  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  >States,  General 
Taylor,  who  was  then  situated  at  Fort  Jesup,  Louisiana,  received  a  con* 
fidential  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  Mr.  Marcy,  dated  May  23, 1845, 
instructing  him  to  place  his  troops  at  such  a  position  as  would  enable  him 
to  defend  the  territory  of  Texas  in  case  of  invasion  from  Mexico.  The 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1845,  had  passed  a 
joint  resolution  giving  its  consent  that  the  territory  belonging  to  the  repub- 
lic of  Texas  might  be  erected  into  a  new  state,  called  the  state  of  Texas; 
subject,  however,  to  the  adjustment  by  this  government  of  '*  all  questions 
of  boundary  that  might  arise  with  other  governments." 

The  instmctions  of  the  war  department  to  General  Taylor,  above  re« 
ferred  to,  implied  clearly  an  apprehension  that  the  consequence  of  the 
annexation  of  Texas  might  be  a  collision  with  Mexico.  The  secretary 
stated,  that  as  soon  as  the  Congress  of  Texas  should  assent  to  the  act,  and 
a  convention  should  assemble  and  accept  the  terms  oflTered  in  the  joint 
annexation  resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  Texas  would 
be  regarded  "  as  part  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  to  be  entitled  from 
this  government  to  a  defence  from  foreign  invasion  and  Indian  incursions.'' 
General  Taylor  was  accordingly  directed  to  keep  his  command  in  readi- 
ness for  this  duty.  The  anticipation  of  difficulty  with  Mexico  was  fur- 
ther indicated  by  instructions  to  General  Taylor  to  open  a  correspondence 
with  the  authorities  of  Texas,  or  any  diplomatic  agent  of  the  United  States 
residing  therein,  with  a  view  to  information  and  advice  in  respect  to  the 
common  Indian  enemy,  as  well  as  to  any  foreign  power ;  and  also  to  em- 
ploy his  forces  in  defence  of  the  Texan  territory,  if  invaded  by  a  foreign 
power,  and  to  expel  the  invaders. 

General  Taylor  was  thus  apprized  of  the  service  which  might  be  ex- 
pected of  him.  In  July,  1845,  he  was  informed  by  the  war  department, 
that  the  acceptance  by  Texas  of  the  terms  of  annexation  would  probably 
be  formally  made  by  the  Congress  of  that  republic  on  the  4th  of  that 
month,  and,  in  anticipation  of  that  event,  he  was  instructed  to  make  an 
immediate  forward  movement  with  the  troops  under  his  commnm],  and 
advance  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine,  or  to  such  other  point  on  the  gulf  of 
Mexico,  or  its  navigable  waters,  as  might  be  most  convenient  for  an  em- 
barkation at  the  proper  time,  for  the  western  frontier  of  Texas. 

The  most  expeditious  route  was  recommended.  The  forces  named  for 
this  duty  were  the  3d  and  4th  regiments  of  infantry,  and  seven  companies 
of  the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons.  The  artillery  was  ordered  from  New 
Orleans. 

In  reply  to  inquiries  by  General  Taylor  of  the  war  department,  respects 
ing  tbe  position  he  should  take,  he  was  directed,  generally,  to  be  governed 
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by  circumstances,  to  avoid  all  aggressive  measures,  and  to  hold  his  force 
ready  to  protect  the  terriiory  of  Texas  "  to  the  extent  that  it  had  been  oc- 
cupied by  the  people  of  Texas."  The  Rio  Grande  was  indicated,  by  the 
secretary,  as  the  boundary  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  to  which  the  army 
of  occupation  under.  Taylor  was  to  approach,  as  nearly  as  prudence  would 
permit.     For  this  purpose  it  was  necessary  to  pass  the  river  Nueces. 

On  the  28th  of  Juno,  Mr.  Donclson,  then  United  States  minister  to 
Texas,  to  whom  General  Taylor  was  referred  for  advice  upon  his  move- 
ments, wrote  him  that  he  had  best  move  his  forces,  "  without  delay,  to 
the  western  frontier  of  Texas,"  and  also  informing  him  that  Corpus 
Christi,  on  Aranzas  bay  (near  the  mouth  of  the  Nueces),  was  the  best 
point  for  the  assembling  of  his  troops.  The  same  letter  also  admitted  that 
the  country  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  was  in  dispute ;  the 
Texans  holding  Corpus  Christi,  and  the  Mexicans  Santiago,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Rio  Grande. 

General  Taylor  embarked  at  New  Orleans  in  July,  1845,  and  proceeded* 
immediately  with  the  forces  under  his  command,  1,500  in  number,  to 
Aranzas  bay,  and  in  the  beginning  of  August,  1845,  had  taken  the  posi- 
tion assigned  him  by  the  government.  All  the  troops  in  the  west,  the 
northwest,  and  on  the  Atlantic,  which  could  be  spared,  were  ordered  to 
join  him.  In  November,  1845,  by  the  report  of  the  adjutant-general,  his 
army  consisted,  in  the  aggregate,  of  4,049  officers  and  men. 

To  the  terms  of  the  joint  resolution  of  annexation,  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  Texas  assented  by  her  ordinance  of  July,  1845,  and, 
having  formed  her  constitution,  became  virtually  a  state  in  the  American 
Union.  Three  days  after  this  (July  7th)  the  same  convention  requested 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  occupy  the  ports  of  Texas,  and  send 
an  army  to  their  defence.  This  desire  the  president  of  the  United  States 
immediately  complied  with  (or  in  fact  had  already,  as  has  been  seen, 
anticipated).* 

At  the  same  time  that  instructions  were  sent  to  General  Taylor  by  the 
war  department,  a  naval  force  was  despatched  to  the  gulf  of  Mexico  to  aid 
him  in  any  hostile  operations  which  might  occur. 

General  Taylor  established  his  headquarters  at  Corpus  Christi,  whore 
the  army  of  occupation  under  his  command  remained  encamped  over  six 
months.  On  the  8th  of  March,  1846,  agreeably  to  instructions  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to  General  Taylor,  the  advance  of  the 
army  commenced  its  march  for  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the  fourth  day  there- 
after the  entire  forces  were  moving  in  a  southerly  direction  over  the  dis- 
puted territory — the  wilderness  lying  between  the  Nueces  and  that  river. 
At  the  Arroya  Colorado  the  troops  encountered  a  body  of  Mexicans,  who 
seemed  disposed  to  dispute  their  passage.  This,  however,  was  not 
attempted,  and  ihd  Americans  continued  their  march.  While  approaching 
*  Mansfield's  History  of  the  Mexican  War. 
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Point  Isabel,  General  Taylor  was  met  by  a  deputation  of  citizens  from 
Matamoras,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  who  handed  him  a  protest,  signed  by  the 
prefect  of  the  district,  against  the  occupation  of  the  country  by  the  Ameri- 
can army.  At  this  moment  it  was  discovered  that  the  buildings  at  Point 
Isabel  were  in  flames,  and  believing  that  the  place  had  been  set  on  fire 
by  the  Mexican  authorities,  and  considering  the  conflagration  as  a  decided 
evidence  of  hostility.  General  Taylor  dismissed  the  deputation,  with  the 
promise  of  an  answer  when  he  should  arrive  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio 
Grande.  Point  Isabel,  a  small  place  with  a  few  mean  houses,  had  been 
selected  as  a  depot  for  military  stores  for  the  American  army,  being  the 
nearest  port  to  Matamoras  on  the  north.  To  preserve  its  buildings  was 
therefore  an  object  of  moment,  and  the  advance  of  the  cavalry  arrived  in 
season  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  fire,  after  it  had  consumed  but  three 
or  four  houses.  The  Mexican  port-captain  who  committed  the  act  bad 
made  his  escape. 

The  arrangements  at  this  post  being  satisfactorily  made,  the  general, 
with  the  cavalry,  resumed  the  march  toward  Matamoras,  and  was  joined' 
by  General  Worth's  conunand,  which  had  encamped  on  the  road.  On  the* 
28th  of  March,  the  army  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  oppo** 
site  Matamoras.  Fortifications  were  immediately  commenced,  and  soon 
a  fort  was  erected,  furnished  with  six  bastions,  and  capable  of  containing 
two  thousand  men.  It  commanded  the  town  of  Matamoras,  and  was  after- 
ward called  Fort  Brown.  On  the  other  side  the  Mexicans  also  erected 
batteries  and  redoubts,  both  parties  assuming  the  attitude  of  belligerent». 
An  interview  was  held  by  direction  of  General  Taylor,  with  the  military 
authorities  in  Matamoras,  but  with  no  satisfactory  result. 

On  the  10th  of  April  the  first  American  blood  was  shed  by  Mexican 
hands.  Colonel  Cross,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  having  rode  out  in 
the  morning,  for  exercise,  unattended,  was  killed  as  was  supposed  bj 
some  rancheros  attached  to  the  Mexican  army  ;  and  his  body  was  found 
on  the  20th,  when  it  was  honored,  by  order' of  General  Taylor,  by  a  mili- 
tary funeral  becoming  the  rank  and  character  of  the  colonel. 

A  Mexican  army  having  been  concentrated  on  the  Rio  Grande,  Gen- 
eral  Ampudia  was  placed  in  command,  and  arrived  in  Matamoras  on  the 
11th  of  April.  He  had  previously  attempted  to  cause  desertion  among  the 
soldiers  of  foreign  birth  in  the  American  army,  by  issuing  a  circular 
addressed  to  them,  in  consequence  of  which  some  desertions,  but  unim- 
portant as  to  numbers,  took  place.  On  the  12th  of  April,  General  Ampu- 
dia addressed  a  letter  to  General  Taylor,  concluding  as  follows : — 

"  By  explicit  and  definite  orders  of  my  government,  which  neither  can, 
will,  nor  should,  receive  new  outrages,  I  require  you  in  all  form,  and  at 
latest  in  the  peremptory  term  of  twenty-four  hours,  to  break  up  your  camp, 
and  retire  to  the  other  bank  of  the  Nueces  river,  while  our  govemments 
are  regulating  the  pending  question  in  relation  to  Texas.  If  you  insist 
107 
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on  remaining  upon  the  soil  of  the  department  of  Tamaulipas,  it  ivill  clearly 
result  that  arms,  and  arms  alone,  must  decide  the  question ;  and  in  that 
case  I  advise  you  that  we  accept  the  war  to  which,  with  so  much  injus- 
tice on  your  part,  you  provoke  us ;  and  that,  on  our  part,  this  war  shall  be 
conducted  conformably  to  the  principles  established  by  the  most  civilized 
nations  ;  thai  is  to  say,  that  the  law  of  nations  and  of  war  shall  be  the 
guide  of  my  operations  ;  trusting  that  on  your  part  the  same  wil  be  ob- 
served." 

In  bis  reply  to  this  letter  from  General  Ampudia,  General  Taylor  in- 
formed the  Mexican  commander  that,  charged  as  he  was  in  only  a  milita- 
ry capacity  with  the  performance  of  specific  duties,  he  could  not  enter  in- 
to a  discussion  of  the  international  question  involved  in  the  advance  of 
the  American  arms,  but  reminded  him  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  had  constantly  sought  a  settlement  by  negotiation  of  the  question 
•of  boundary.     He  concludes  his  letter  as  follows  : — 

"  The  instructions  under  which  I  am  acting  will  not  permit  me  to  ret- 
vograde-  from  th^e  position  I  now  occupy.  In  view  of  the  relations  be- 
4ween  our  respective  governments,  and  the  individual  sufiering  which  ^ 
tnay  result,  I  regret  the  alternative  which  you  offer;  but,  at  the  same 
<time,  wish  it  understood,  that  I  shall  by  no  means  avoid  such  ahernatlTe, 
leaving  the  responsibility  with  those  who  rashly  commence  hostilities. 
In  conclusion,  you  will  permit  me  to  give  the  assurance  that,  on  my  part, 
he  laws  and  customs  of  war  among  civilized  nations,  shall  be  carefully 
•beenred.**  ^ 

To  confirm  these  declarations.  General  Taylor  continued  to  fortify  his 
camp,  and  to  make  every  disposition  to  resist  an  attack.  General  Am- 
pudia soon  gave  place,  as  commanding  officer  at  Matamoras,  to  General 
JLrista,  conmander-in-chief  of  the  northern  division  of  the  Mexican  ar- 
ny.  The  reported  accession  to  its  force  also  created  new  expectations  in 
<he  American  camp  that  a  decisive  demonstration  would  soon  be  made 
«gaiost  it.  On  the  19th  of  April,  it  was  reported  to  General  Taylor  that 
two  vessels  with  supplies  for  the  Mexicans  in  Matamoras,  were  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  He  immediately  ordered  a  blockade  of  the 
river  and  enforced  it  by  placing  the  United  States  brig  Lawrence  and  a 
revenue-cutter  te  guard  its  mouth.  To  this  act  the  Mexican  general  took 
nmbrage,  and  having  sent  a  note  of  remonstrance  to  General  Taylor,  and 
4he  answer  of  the  American  commander  being  unsatisfactory,  the  Mexi- 
cans prepared  to  make  an  attack  upon  Fort  Brown. 

In  the  meantime  it  was  evident  that  Point  Isabel  was  marked  out  by 
ihe  Mexican  commander  as  a  place  of  contemplated  attack,  and  it  was  ru- 
snored  that  a  large  Mexican  force  was  crossing  the  Rio  Grande  for  that 
purpose.  To  ascertain  the  truth  of  these  reports,  General  Taylor  sent 
cut  a  scouting  party  under  Captain  Thornton,  up  the  river,  and  a  squadron 
c(  dragiions  •under  Captain  Ker,  down  the  river.      The  former  were  sur- 
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prised  by  a  party  of  Mexicans,  sixteen  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  tbe 
remainder  nearly  all  were  taken  prisoners.  Lieutenant  Mason  was  killed 
in  the  aflfray.  Captain  Thornton,  at  first  escaping  by  an  extraordinary 
leap  of  his  horse  over  a  hedge,  w&s  afterward  captured  and  taken  to 
Matamoras,  where  he  remained  for  some  time,  but  was  finally  given  up. 
Captain  Ker,  with  his  detachment,  ader  reconnoitring  the  country,  return- 
ed, without  having  fallen  in  with  the  Mexicans.  Three  days  after  this 
affair,  several  of  Captain  Walker's  Texan  rangers  were  killed  and 
wounded. 

General  Taylor,  having  received  by  the  hands  of  Captain  Walker  of 
the  Texan  rangers  information  from  M^r  Munroe,  the  commander  at 
Point  Isabel,  of  the  attack  of  a  party  of  Mexicans  upon  a  wagon  train, 
and  from  other  causes  being  anxious  for  the  safety  of  Point  Isabel,  where 
all  the  supplies  for  his  army  were  deposited,  resolved  to  march  with  hie 
forces  to  the  relief  of  that  post*  He  left  at  Fort  Brown  a  sufficient  foree 
of  infantry  and  artillery  to  sustain  a  bombardment.  He  had  previously 
sent  a  despatch  to  the  governors  of  Louisiana  and  Texas,  asking  an  iut- 
mediate  reinforcement  of  four  regiments  of  militia  from  each  state. 

The  plan  of  Arista,  the  Mexican  general,  it  was  believed,  was  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande,  get  in  the  rear  of  General  Taylor's  army,  capture  Poiikt 
Isabel,  and  then  fall  on  the  American  army.  This  plan  was  only  pre- 
vented from  being  carried  out  by  accidental  information,  brought  to  Gen- 
eral Taylor  by  one  of  Thornton's  party,  sent  in  by  the  Mexican  com- 
mander. The  rapid  return  of  the  army  under  General  Taylor  to  Point 
Isabel,  was  a  consequence  of  this  information,  and  the  additional  fact  that 
the  enemy  was  preparing  to  cross  the  river  below.  Either  the  Mexican 
army  was  dilatory  in  iu  movement,  or  the  body  detailed  to  cross  below 
was  unable  to  form  a  junction,  for  the  forces  of  General  Taylor,  com- 
mencing their  march  from  Fort  Brown  on  the  first  of  May,  reached  the 
depot  at  Point  Isabel  the  following  day,  without  encountering  the  enemy. 

The  Mexican^general  supposed  that  the  movement  of  the  Americans 
was  a  retreat,  and  at  once  ordered  a  large  body  of  his  troops  across  the 
Rio  Grande.  On  the  3d  of  May,  a  heavy  bombardftient  was  commenced 
from  the  batteries  in  Matamoras  on  Fort  Brown,  where  a  garrison  was 
left  by  General  Taylor.  During  the  night  of  the  4th,  the  Mexicans  also 
erected  a  battery  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Brown,  and  the  next  morning  opened 
a  fire  upon  the  fort  simultaneously  with  the  batteries  on  tbe  opposite  bank 
of  the  river.  The  bombardment  was  continued  at  intervals  until  the  lOtli, 
when  the  gallant  defenders  of  the  fort  were  relieved  by  the  return  of  the 
main  army  under  General  Taylor,  which  had  just  fought  the  battles  of 
Palo  Alto  and  Rcsaca  de  la  Palma.  In  the  defence  of  the  fart.  Major 
Brown,  Captain  Hawkins,  and  Captain  Mansfield,  were  greatly  distittp 
gnished  for  skill  and  gallantry,  'fhe  former  was  killed  by  a  shell,  and 
was  succeeded  in  command  by  Captain  Hawkins. 
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General  Taylor,  having  garrisoned  the  depot  at  Point  Isabel  with  new 
troops,  commenced  his  return  to  Fort  Brown  on  the  7th  of  May,  at  the 
head  of  two  thousand,  three  hundred  men,  and  a  supply-train  of  three 
hundred  wagons.  The  army  encamped  at  night  about  seven  miles  from 
Point  Isabel,  and  resumed  their  march  on  the  following  morning,  the  8th 
of  May.  At  noon,  the  Mexican  forces  were  observed,  drawn  up  in  battle 
array,  upon  a  prairie  three  miles  from  Palo  Alto.  General  Taylor  imme- 
diately prepared  for  action,  and  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  gave  or- 
ders  to  advance.  The  Mexican  cannon  opened  upon  them,  when  the 
American  troops  were  deployed  into  line,  and  the  light  artillery  under  the 
command  of  Major  Ringgold  poured  forth  its  rapid  and  deadly  fire  upon 
the  enemy.  The  Mexican  cavalry,  mostly  lancers,  were  on  their  left, 
and  were  forced  back  by  the  destructive  discharges  of  artillery.  On  the 
left  wing  of  the  American  army,  attacks  of  ^the  Mexicans  were  met  by 
Duncan's  battery,  and  by  other  troops  of  that  division.  The  combat  on 
the  American  side  was  chiefly  carried  on  by  artillery ;  and  never  was 
there  a  more  complete  demonstration  of  the  superior  skill  and  energy  of 
that  arm  of  service,  as  conducted  by  the  accomplished  graduates  of  West 
Point.  He  who  was  the  life  and  leader  of  the  light  artillery — Major 
Ringgold  r—  was  in  this  engagement  mortally  wounded,  and  died  in  a  few 
days.* 

The  battle,  which  lasted  about  five  hours,  terminated  with  the  posses- 
sion by  the  Americans  of  the  field,  and  the  retreat  during  the  night  of  the 
Mexicans.  The  strength  of  the  Mexicans  was  estimated  by  General 
Taylor  at  about  six  thousand  men,  with  seven  pieces  of  artillery  and 
eight  hundred  cavalry.  Their  loss  was  at  least  two  hundred  killed  and 
four  hundred  wounded ;  that  of  the  Americans  was  nine  killed  and  forty- 
four  wounded. 

General  Taylor  with  his  troops  encamped  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  re- 
sumed his  march  at  two,  P.  M.,  the  following  day.  In  two  hours  the  ar- 
my came  in  sight  of  the  Mexicans,  who  had  taken  a  position  on  a  ravine 
called  Resaca  de  la  Palma.  They  had  formed  a  battery  so  as  to  sweep 
the  road,  and  were  otherwise  strongly  posted.  The  action  commenced 
by  the  fire  of  the  Mexican  artillery,  which  the  Americans  retiuned  by 
discharges  from  Ridgely's  battery,  and  by  the  infantry  on  the  wings.  In 
this  firing  the  Mexican  cannon  were  well  managed  by  Generals  La  Vega 
and  Reguena,  and  the  effect  was  severely  felt  in  the  American  lines.  It 
was  necessary  to  dislodge  them,  and  this  duty  was  assigned  by  General 
Taylor  to  Captain  May  of  the  dragoons.  It  was  here  that  this  officer  be- 
came so  distinguished  by  his  gallant  charge  upon  the  enemy's  batteries. 
Th€)  artillerymen  were  dispersed  and  General  La  Vega  taken  prisoner. 
The  regiments  of  infantry  now  charged  the  Mexican  line  and  the  battle 
was  soon  ended.  Their  columns  were  broken  by  successive  charges  and 
*  Mamfiold'f  Histovyof  the  War. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


BIOGRAPHICAL   SKETCH   OF   TATLOlt*  1839 

unable  to  beaz  the  continued  fire  poured  upon  them  by  the  American  in* 
fantry  and  artillery.  The  Mexicans  fled  from  the  field,  rapidly  pursued 
by  the  Americans,  and  ceased  not  their  flight  till  those  who  were  not  ta- 
ken prisoners  had  either  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  or  were  drowned  in  its 
waters.  The  enemy's  loss  in  this  engagement  was  very  great ;  nearly 
two  hundred  of  their  dead  were  buried  by  the  Americans  the  day  after 
the  battle.  Their  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  in  the  two  affairs 
of  the  8th  and  9th,  was  estimated  by  General  Taylor  at  one  thousand 
men.  The  loss  of  the  Americans  was  thirty-nine  killed  and  eighty-three 
wounded,  in  the  last  battle.  The  actijal  number  of  American  troops  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy,  on  the  9th,  did  not  exceed  seventeen  hundred, 
while  that  of  the  Mexican  army,  which  had  been  reinforced  after  the  ac- 
tion of  the  8th,  was  estimated  at  six  thousand. 

In  a  detailed  report  of  these  battles.  General  Taylor  remarked  :  "  Our 
Tictory  has  been  decisiye.  A  small  force  has  overcome  immense  odds 
of  the  best  troops  that  Mexico  can  furnish  —  veteran  regiments,  perfectly 
equipped  and  appointed.  Eight  pieces  of  artillery,  several  colors  and 
standards,  a  great  number  of  prisoners,  including  fourteen  officers,  and  a^ 
large  amount  of  baggage  and  public  property,  have  fallen  into  our  hands. 
The  causes  of  victory  are  doubtless  to  be  found  in  the  superior  quality  of 
our  oflScers  and  men." 

In  these  engagements.  General  Taylor  displayed  the  utmost  coolness 
and  bravery — exposing  himself  in  the  most  dangerous  positions,  and  en 
couraging  the  troops  by  his  heroic  example.  After  the  battles,  his  atten- 
tion to  the  wounded  and  the  dying,  whether  friend  or  foe,  evinced  that 
sympathy  with  suffering  humanity  which  is  ever  inseparable  from  true 
courage.* 

The  intelligence  of  hostilities  on  the  Rio  Grande,  occasioned  a  power 
ful  excitement  in  the  United  States.  Congress  was  then  in  session,  and 
the  president,  on  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Captain  Thorn- 
ton's party,  immediately  sent  in  his  special  message  of  May  11,  1846,  in 
which  he  declared  that  the  Mexican  government,  had  *'  at  last  invaded  our 
territory,  and  shed  the  blood  of  our  fellow-citizens  on  our  own  soil."  Con- 
gress with  less  than  two  days'  deliberation,  on  the  13th  of  May,  declared 
^at  "  by  the  act  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  war  exists  between  that  got- 
emment  and  the  United  States ;"  and  at  the  same  time  passed  a  law 
authorizing  the  president  to  accept  the  services  of  fifty  thousand  volun- 
teers, and  appropriating  ten  millions  of  dollars  toward  carrying  on  the  war. 
The  intention  was  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  by  a  vigorous  effort,  and  deci- 
sive victories. 

Four  days  before  this  declaration  by  Congress,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
decisive  battle  of  Resaca  de  la  Palma  had  been  fought,  and  the  army  of 
Arista  pursued  beyond  the  Rio  Grande,     The  Mexican  general  saved 
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himself  by  flight,  and  quite  unatteBded,  he  made  his  way  across  the  river. 
Oeneral  La  Vega  and  a  few  other  officers  were  sent  on  parole  to  Mew 
Orleans. 

On  the  11  th  of  May,  General  Taylor  leaving  Colonel  Twiggs  in  com- 
mand of  his  army,  repaired  to  Point  Isabel,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging 
with  Commodore  Connor  of  the  gulf  squadron,  a  combined  attack  on  Mat- 
amoras.  At  Point  Isabel  a  command  of  regulars  and  volunteers  just 
arrived  from  Louisiana  and  Alabama,  was  organized  under  Colonel  Wil- 
son ;  and  on  tbe  15th,  marched  for  Brazos,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  squad- 
ron, crossed  the  river  at  its  mouth^^and  marched  upon  the  town,  which  the 
colonel  occupied  on  the  17th  of  May  ;  being  the  first  landing  of  an  Amer- 
ican force  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  day  before  this  expe- 
dition left  Point  Isabel,  General  Taylor  also  set  out  on  his  return  to  the 
camp  on  the  river,  where  he  speedily  arrived,  and  at  once  commenced  prepa- 
rations for  an  stuck  on  Matamoras.  On  the  17th  of  May,  Arista  sent  a 
deputation  to  Taylor  to  ask  for  an  armistice,  until  the  two  governments 
should  settle  the  difficulties  pending.  This  was  refused  by  the  American 
general,  as  it  was  apparent  that  time  was  only  wanted  to  remove  the  mu- 
nitions of  war  from  Maumoras.  But  during  the  conference.  Arista  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  away  part  of  the  military  stores,  and  with  the  fragment  of 
his  army  he  abandoned  Matamoras,  and  fled  precipitately  toward  Monterey. 

On  the  18th  of  May,  General  Taylor  with  his  army,  crossed  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  entered  Matamoras  without  opposition.  Formal  possession 
was  taken  of  the  city,  and  Colonel  Twiggs  appointed  military  governor. 
The  day  following,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Garland,  with  the  cavalry  of  the 
army,  was  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  Mexicans  under  Arista,  but  being  igno- 
rant of  the  country,  which  they  found  so  barren  as  to  aflbrd  insufficient 
support  to  the  horses,  the  American  troops  were  forced  to  return,  after  pur- 
suing the  flying  enemy  about  sixty  miles. 

From  May  until  September,  General  Taylor  remained  in  camp  with  his 
army  at  Matamoras,  awaiting  the  orders  of  his  government,  receiving  re- 
inforcements, and  making  preparations  for  marching  into  the  interior. 
His  operations  were  paralyzed  during  the  summer,  by  the  want  of  suita- 
ble boats  to  navigate  the  Rio  Grande.  In  the  meantime,  the  executive 
«md  Congress  had  highly  approved  of  his  course,  and  on  the  30th  of  May, 
the  president  transmitted  to  him  a  commission  as  major-general  by  bre« 
yet,  bearing  the  date  of  tl^e  battle  of  the  9th  of  May.  On  the  29th  of 
June,  he  was  promoted  to  the  full  rank  of  major-generaL 

On  the  day  that  General  Taylor  entered  Matamoras,  a  United  States 
squadron  arrived  off  Vera  Cruz,  and  commenced  the  blockade  of  that  and 
other  ports  on  the  gulf  of  Mexico  ;  and  during  the  summer  the  towns  of 
Mier,  Camargo,  Revilla,  and  Reynosa,  submitted  to  the  Americans,  and 
became  stations  fcir  different  divisions  of  the  army.  Camargo,  a  town 
about  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande 
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was  the  point  selected  as  the  depot  of  supplies.  Here  the  yarious  dins- 
ions  which  were  to  compose  the  particular  army  of  General  Taylor  were 
gradually  concentrated. 

The  reinforcements  and  supplies  for  the  American  army  in  Mexico 
which  had  been  forwarded  during  the  summer  were  at  length  sufficient  to 
justify  an  advance  into  the  interior.  The  Rio  Grande  was  assumed  as 
the  military  base  line  of  operations.  The  entire  army  of  General  Tay- 
lor consisted  of  about  nine  thousand  men.  A  small  portion  was  assigned 
to  garrisons,  while  the  main  body,  numbering  six  thousand,  six  hundred, 
was  destined  for  Monterey,  the  capital  city  of  New  Leon,  and  of  tha 
northern  division  of  Mexico.  The  city  contained  about  fifteen  thousand 
inhabitants  and  is  situated  on  a  branch  of  the  San  Juan  river,  near  the 
base  of  the  Sierra  Madre  mountains.  Both  the  natural  and  artificial  de» 
fences  of  Monterey  were  very  strong ;  but  neither  the  jextent  of  the  de* 
fences,  nor  the  number  of  the  garrisons-  within  them,  seem  to  have  been 
fully  known  to  the  American  army  previous  to  its  arrival  in  front  of  the 
city. 

The  army  under  Taylor  was  in  three  divisions  commanded  respectively 
by  Brigadier-Generals  Twiggs  (who  had  been  promoted  to  that  station) 
and  Worth,  and  Major-General  Butler.  On  the  20th  of  August,  General 
Worth  began  his  march  for  Monterey ;  and  on  the  5th  of  September, 
General  Taylor  left  Camargo  ;  a  garrison  of  two  thousand  men  remain- 
ing behind.  Worth  reached  Ceralvo,  about  seventy  miles,  on  the  25th  of 
August,  and  at  that  point  sent  out  reconnoitring  parties  who  discovered 
strong  bodies  of  the  enemy  in  front.  He  advanced  to  the  village  of  Ma* 
rin,  where  the  entire  army  was  in  a  few  days  concentrated,  under  the 
command  of  General  Taylor.  On  the  1 9th  of  September,  the  army  ar* 
rived  at  Walnut  Springs,  three  miles  from  Monterey,  after  a  few  skirmishes 
only  with  parties  of  Mexican  cavalry. 

Monterey  was  then  under  the  command  of  General  Ampudia,  and  the 
garrison  under  his  command  consisted  of  about  seven  thousand  regular 
troops,  and  two  or  three  thousand  irregular  troops.  Notwithstanding  this 
strong  garrison,  superior  in  numbers  to  the  American  army.  General  Taylor 
thought  it  possible  to  carry  the  place  by  storm,  with  the  bayonet  and  artille- 
ry.    Reconnoisances  of  the  works  were  made  on  the  evening  of  the  19th.* 

Besides  the  numerous  and  well-constructed  fortresses  mounted  with 
heavy  cannon,  which  had  been  erected  for  the  defence  of  Monterey ;  the 
plan  of  the  city  itself  is  well  adapted  to  defensive  warfare.  The  streets 
being  straight,  a  few  pieces  of  artillery  can  command  their  entire  length. 
The  stone  walls  of  the  houses  rise  above  the  roofs,  thus  forming  regular 
parapets  which  afford  thorough  protection  to  the  defenders.  Each  dwel- 
ling is  thus  a  separate  castle,  and  the  whole  city  one  grand  fortification 
suggested  by  nature  and  consummated  by  art. 

*  Huiafield. 
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On  the  night  of  the  20th  of  September,  General  Worth's  advanced  col- 
umna  marched  and  occupied  for  the  night  a  defensive  position  on  the  Sal- 
tillo  road,  just  without  the  range  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  The  attack 
commenced  on  the  2l8t,  by  General  Worth's  forces,  and  continued,  in 
connexion  with  other  divisions  of  the  army,  all  the  next  day.  On  the  23d, 
the  assault  became  general,  and  a  desperate  conflict  ensued  in  the  streets 
of  the  city.  From  the  strong  stone  houses,  volleys  of  musketry  dealt 
death  in  all  directions  among  the  American  troops,  but  they  steadily  ad- 
vanced from  house  to  house,  and  from  square  to  square,  until  the  main 
body  of  the  enemy  had  retired  from  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  to  make  a 
stand  behind  their  barricades. 

General  Taylor  theti  withdrew  his  troops  to  the  works  which  had  been 
evacuated  by 'the  Mexicans,  and  determined  to  concert  with  General 
Worth  a  combined  attack  upon  the  town  the  following  day.  But  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  24th,  General  Ampudia  sent  a  communication  to  the 
American  commander,  proposing  to  evacuate  the  town.  General  Taylor 
acceded  to  a  personal  interview  with  General  Ampudia,  as  the  latter  had 
desired,  and  it  was  finally  agreed  that  the  city  should  be  surrendered  to 
General  Taylor,  and  the  material  of  war,  with  certain  exceptions,  and  the 
Mexican  troops  were  allowed  to  evacuate  the  following  day.  As  soon  as 
they  had  lefl,  the  division  under  General  Worth  was  quartered  in  the  city, 
and  quiet  reigned  among  the  inhabitants.  The  American  troops  during 
the  various  contests  at  Monterey,  had  twelve  officers  and  one  hundred  and 
eight  men  killed ;  thirty-one  officers,  and  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
wounded.  The  Mexican  loss  was  not  known,  but  believed  considerably 
to  exceed  these  numbers.  The  force  under  General  Taylor  at  this  siege 
was  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  officers,  and  six  thousand,  two  hundred 
and  twenty  men,  accompanied  with  nineteen  cannon.  The  town  and  works 
were  armed  with  forty-two  pieces  of  cannon  well  supplied  with  ammunition, 
and  manned,  as  before  stated,  with  a  force  of  nearly  ten  thousand  men. 

In  the  transactions  attending  the  capture  of  the  city.  General  Taylor 
had  hoped  to  secure  the  approbation  of  government.  In  this,  however, 
he  was  disappointed.  Not  only  were  the  terms  of  capitulation  consider- 
ed as  entirely  too  lenient,  but  he  was  even  blamed  for  not  having  carried 
the  defences  by  assault,  and  thus  making  the  garrison  unconditional  pris- 
oners. Time,  however,  has  shown,  that  by  such  a  course,  his  little  army 
would  have  endured  appalling  loss,  without  corresponding  advantages; 
and  that  General  Taylor's  course,  dictated  as  it  was  by  humanity  and 
honor,  was  the  most  advantageous  to  his  troops  and  to  the  countiy  hat 
he  could  possibly  have  adopted. 

General  Taylor  now  established  his  headquarters  at  Monterey,  despatch- 
ing General  Worth,  on  the  12th  of  November,  with  twelve  hundred  men 
and  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  to  Saltillo ;  and  General  Wool,  who  was  on 
his  march  from  Texas,  toward  Chihuahua,  was  directed  by  Taylor,  in 
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November,  to  abandon  the  expedition,  and  advance  with  his  column  of 
two  thousand  and  four  hundred  men  to  Parras,  a  place  south  of  Saltillo. 
Here  the  army  of  General  Wool  remained  for  a  short  time  until,  in  the 
month  of  December,  it  joined  the  division  of  Worth.at  Saltillo. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  General  Taylor  followed  General  Worth's 
division  to  Saltillo,  escorted  by  two  squadrons  of  dragoons.  This  town 
is  the  capital  of  the  state  of  Coahuila,  and  is  distant  sixty-five  miles  south- 
west  from  Monterey.  It  was  considered  by  Taylor  as  an  important  point 
for  occupation,  for  three  reasons  :  first,  as  a  necessary  c  utpost  of  the  main 
force  at  Monterey,  covering  as  it  does  the  defile  which  leads  from  the  low 
country  to  the  table  land,  and  also  the  route  to  Monclova  i  secondly,  as 
controlling  a  region  from  which  to  obtain  supplies  of  provisions,  viz.,  the 
fertile  country  around  Parras ;  thirdly,  as  the  capital  of  CQahuila,  which 
renders  it  important  in  a  political  point  of  view. 

General  Taylor  represented  to  the  war  department  the  difficulties  to  be 
encountered  in  a  forward  movement  upon  the  city  of  San  Luis  Potosi, 
and  with  regard  to  a  proposed  expedition  against  Vera  Cruz,  he  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  twenty-five  thousand  troops  would  be  properly  required  to 
take  possession  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  march  thence  against  the  city  of  Mex- 
ico. He  proposed  to  proceed  with  the  preparation  for  a  movement  on 
Tampico,  if  approved  by  the  department,  but  his  designs  were  not  carried 
into  effect.  A  movement  against  San  Luis,  he  remarked,  should  not  be 
undertaken  except  with  a  force  so  large  as  to  render  success  certain. 
That  force  he  considered  should  be  at  least  20,000  strong,  as  he  supposed 
the  Mexicans  able  to  concentrate  a  force  of  40,000  to  50,000  men  at  San 
Luis,  which  is  a  city  of  about  60,000  inhabitants,  distant  three  hundred 
miles  from  Saltillo,  nearly  six  hundred  miles  from  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
five  hundred  from  the  city  of  Mexico. 

Having  made  arrangements  for  the  occupation  of  the  state  of  Coahuila, 
and  lefl  with  General  Worth  at  Saltillo  a  squadron  of  dragoons,  General 
Taylor  returned  to  Monterey,  where,  on  the  25th  of  November,  he  learned 
officially  of  the  occupation  of  Tampico  by  the  naval  forces  under  Commo- 
dore Perry.  On  the  requisition  of  the  commodore,  with  the  approval  of 
General  Taylor,  a  regiment  and  six  companies  from  Taylor's  army  were 
ordered  to  Tampico  to  garrison  that  town. 

On  the  15th  of  December,  General  Taylor  leA  Monterey  for  Victoria^ 
the  capital  of  Tamaulipas,  which  place  he  designed  to  occupy,  and  con- 
centrate there  a  portion  of  his  army.  On  his  way  thither  he  received 
information  from  General  Worth  at  Saltillo,  that  Santa  Anna,  then  in  com- 
mand of  the  Mexican  army  at  San  Luis,  designed  taking  advantage  of 
the  diversion  of  force  toward  Victoria,  by  a  rapid  movement,  strike  a 
heavy  blow  at  the  American  troops  at  Saltillo,  and,  if  successful,  another 
at  General  Wool's  force  at  Parras.  General  Taylor,  therefore,  thought 
proper  to  return  to  Monterey  with  the  regular  forces,  and  thus  be  in  a  posi- 
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tion  to  reinforce  Saltillo,  if  necessary.  The  volunteers  under  Genera] 
Qaitman  were  ordered  to  continue  their  march  and  effect  a  junction  with 
General  Patterson,  at  Victoria.  At  the  same  time,  Generals  Butler  and 
Wool  raored  rapidly  <from  Monterey  and  Parras  to  join  General  Worth, 
who  had  advised  them  of  a  probahle  attack  on  his  position.  General  Tay- 
lor had  proceeded  beyond  Monterey,  on  his  way  to  Saltillo,  when,  on  the 
20th  of  December,  he  received  information  that  the  expected  concentra- 
tion and  movement  of  the  Mexican  troops  upon  Saltillo  had  not  taken 
place.  Deeming  the  force  present  and  sent  forward  to  that  place  suffi- 
cient to  repel  any  demonstration  from  San  Luis  Potosi,  General  Taylor 
again  marched  with  General  Twiggs's  division  toward  Victoria. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  General  Quitman  entered  Victoria  without 
opposition.  The  enemy  had  a  body  of  1,500  cavalry  in  the  town,  which 
fell  back  as  the  Americans  approached.  Genera]  Taylor  arrived  there 
with  the  troops  of  General  Twiggs  on  the  4th  of  January,  and  was  joined 
on  the  same  day  by  the  force  which  General  Patterson  conducted  from 
Matamoras.     The  force  collected  at  Victoria  was  over  5,000  strong. 

While  General  Taylor  was  thus  maturing  his  operations,  the  American 
government  had  determined  to  concentrate  the  largest  possible  number  of 
regulars  and  experienced  volunteers  in  the  attack  upon  Vera  Cruz,  and 
the  march  thence  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  General  Scott  was  charged 
with  the  command  of  the  expedition,  and  immediately  took  measures  to 
secure  its  success.  On  the  25th  of  November,  General  Scott  wrote  Gen- 
eral Taylor  from  New  York,  informing  him  that  he  expected  to  be  on  the 
Rio  Grande  about  the  20th  of  December,  on  his  w<Ly  to  carry  out  the  ob- 
ject of  an  expedition,  the  particulars  of  which,  as  despatches  had  been 
lost,  he  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  communicate.  **  I  shall  be  obliged,"  he 
says, "  to  take  from  you  most  of  the  gallant  officers  and  men  (regulars  and 
volunteers)  whom  you  have  so  long  and  so  nobly  commanded.  I  am 
afraid  that  I  shall,  by  imperious  necessity — the  approach  of  yellow  fever 
on  the  gulf  coast — reduce  you,  for  a  time,  to  stand  on  the  defensive.  This 
will  be  infinitely  painful  to  you,  and  for  that  reason  distressing  to  me.  But 
I  rely  upon  your  patriotism  to  submit  to  the  temporary  sacrifice  with 
cheerfulness." 

In  consequence  of  the  plan  thus  declared,  the  regular  troops  (with  the 
exception  of  a  very  small  body  of  the  troops  which  composed  his  army  in 
the  month  of  November),  the  division  of  General  Worth  at  Saltillo,  of 
General  Patterson  at  Victoria,  the  brigades  of  Generals  Quitman  and 
Twiggs  at  the  same  place,  and  all  other  corps  which  could  possibly  be 
drawn  from  the  field  of  operations,  of  which  the  Rio  Grande  was  the  base, 
were  ordered  to  Vera  Cruz.  To  maintain  his  position  at  Saltillo,  General 
Taylor  was  left  with  about  five  thousand  men,  only  five  hundred  being 
regulars.  On  parting  with  the  troops  who  had  so  faithfully  served  with 
him,  he  issued  an  order  expressing  his  deep  sensibility  and  attachment 
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toward  them,  and  his  de^p  regret  that  he  could  not  participate  with  those 
who  were  making  their  first  campaign  in  its  eventful  scenes.  To  all,  both 
officers  and  men,  he  extended  '*  his  heartfelt  wishes  for  their  continued 
success  and  happiness,  confident  that  their  achievements  on  another  thea- 
tre would  redound  to  the  credit  of  their  country  and  its  arms." 

In  January,  1847,  General  Taylor  left  Victoria,  and  established  hit 
headquarters  at  Monterey,  where,  early  in  February,  his  force,  including 
recent  reinforcements  of  volunteers,  amounted  to  between  6,000  and  7,000 
men.  Soon  aAer  reaching  Monterey  he  received  information  that  a  party 
of  dragoons  had  been  surprised  at  Encamacion,  also  that  another  party, 
with  Captain  Cassius  M.  Clay  and  Majors  Borland  and  Gaines  were 
taken  prisoners. 

While  the  United  States  were  preparing  to  attack  Vera  Cruz,  and  en- 
deavoring to  maintain  the  positions  gained  by  the  northern  divisions  of  the 
army,  under  Generals  Taylor,  Wool,  and  Kearny,  Mexico  was  also  pre* 
paring  for  a  decisive  blow.  In  December,  the  Mexican  Congress  assem- 
bled at  the  capital.  Santa  Anna  was  elected  provisional  president,  and 
Gomez  Farias  vice  president,  of  the  republic.  The  command  of  the  army 
was  undertaken  by  Santa  Anna  personally,  he  having  recently  returned  to 
Mexico  from  exile  at  Havana,  and  devoted  himself  with  zeal  to  restore 
domestic  order,  to  unite  parties,  to  devise  measures  of  finance,  and  to  raise 
and  equip  troops.  Notwithstanding  every  embarrassment,  Santa  Anna 
had  concentrated  at  San  Luis  Potosi,  before  the  end  of  January,  1 847,  an 
army  of  more  than  21,000  men,  prepared  to  march  thence  against  the 
divisions  of  General  Taylor's  force  between  SaltiUo  and  the  Rio  Grande. 
On  the  first  of  February  the  Mexican  army  was  moving  rapidly  upon  thai 
town,  upward  of  three  hundred  miles  distant  from  San  Luis.  The  march 
was  arduous,  from  the  great  distance  over  a  desert,  want  of  water  and 
provisions,  and  from  the  severity  of  the  weather.  On  the  20th  of  Febni- 
ary  they  reached  Encamacion,  and  the  next  day  advanced  on  Saltillo.* 
•  The  army  of  Santa  Anna  was  admirably  equipped.  It  was  composed 
of  the  flower  of  the  Mexican  nation,  and  numbered  more  than  four  to  one 
of  the  army  which  it  came  to  conquer.  Hope  and  dire  necessity  both 
urged  them  to  victory.  The  commander,  Santa  Anna,  had  well  consid- 
ered the  advantages  he  would  derive  from  this  movement,  if  successful, 
and  all  the  chances  were  in  his  favor.  Could  he  have  driven  General 
Taylor  from  his  position  at  Buena  Vista,  he  would  have  swept  down  to 
Camargo,  and  over  the  whole  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande.  All  the  muni- 
tions of  war  of  the  Americans  would  have  fallen  into  his  hands.  If  de- 
feated, Santa  Anna  well  knew  that  his  moral  power  oter  his  army  would 
be  broken.  The  fate  of  his  country  seemed  suspended  on  the  issue  of  a 
aingle  battle.  His  own  fame,  his  place  in  history,  wore  both  to  be  decir 
ded  in  the  coming  conflict.f 

•Piy'iLifeofTaytor.  •       f] 
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General  Wool  had  continued  in  command  of  the  division  of  the  Amer- 
ican army  at.Saltillo.  Near  the  end  of  January,  he  advised  General 
Taylor  of  the  rumored  advance  of  Santa  Anna^  Uien  organizing  his  forces 
at  San  Luis,  as  has  been  mentioned.  In  consequence  of  this  informa- 
tion, although  at  that  time  indefinite,  General  Taylor  determined  at  once 
to  meet  the  enemy,  if  opportunity  should  be  offered ;  and  leaving  a  garri- 
son of  fifteen  hundred  men  at  Monterey,  he  took  up  his  line  of  march  on 
the  31  St  with  a  reinforcement  for  the  column  of  General  Wool.  On  the 
2d  of  February,  he  reached  Saltillo,  and  on  the  4th  he  advanced  to  Agua 
Nueva,  a  strong  position  on  the  San  Luis  road,  twenty  miles  south  of  Saltil- 
lo. Here  he  encamped  until  the  21st,  when  he  received  intelligence  that 
Santa  Anna  was  advancing  with  his  whole  army.  Having  carefully  ex- 
amined the  various  positions  and  defiles  of  the  mountains,  Taylor  decided 
that  Buena  Vista,  a  strong  mountain  pass,  eleven  miles  nearer  Saltillo,  was 
the  most  favorable  point  to  make  a  stand  against  a  force  so  overwhelming. 
He  therefore  fell  back  to  that  place,  and  at  noon  of  the  21st,  encamped  to 
await  the  approach  of  Santa  Anna,  then  within  one  day's  march  of  this 
position. 

The  position  of  the  American  army  at  this  moment  was  most  critical. 
The  regular  troops  had  been  withdrawn,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  com- 
panies of  artillery  and  dragoons.  The  volunteers,  of  which  the  army 
was  mainly  composed,  had  received  some  instruction  in  the  regular  duties 
of  the  camp,  but  had  not  attained  that  perfection  in  discipline  which  gives 
confidence  in  military  operations.* 

The  position  selected  by  General  Taylor  to  receive  with  his  small  ar- 
my, the  forces  of  the  Mexican  chief —  &ve  times  the  number  of  the  Amer- 
icans —  was  one  of  remarkable  natural  strength.  It  was  at  a  point  where 
the  main  road  from  San  Luis  to  Saltillo,  passes  between  closely-approxi- 
mating chains  of  mountains.  The  bases  of  these  mountains  are  cut,  by 
the  occasional  torrents  of  rain,  into  numerous  deep  gullies,  almost  impas- 
sable, owing  to  the  rugged  and  steep  banks  leaving  between  them  elevated 
table-lands  or  plateaus,  of  various  extent.  On  the  west  of  the  road,  and 
nearly  parallel  to  it,  between  Agua  Nueva  and  Buena  Vista,  is  also  a  ditch, 
forming  one  of  the  mountain  drains  on  that  side.  The  American  army 
was  drawn  up  at  nearly  right  angles  to  the  road,  its  chief  force  being  on 
the  east  of  it,  occupying  a  large  plateau  commanding  the  mountain  side. 
Facing  the  south,  this  force  constituted  the  left  wing.  A  battery  of  light 
artillery  occupied  the  road,  and  the  right  wing  rested  on  the  opposite  hill. 
In  this  attitude,  the  Americans  awaited  the  advance  of  the  Mexicans,  on 
the  morning  of  the  22d  of  February,  the  birthday  of  Washington. 

On  the  21st,  General  Taylor  had  proceeded  with  a  small  force  to  Sal- 
tillo (nine  miles  from  Buena  Vista),  to  make  some  arrangements  for  the 
defence  of  the  town,  leaving  General  Wool  in  command  of  the  troops. 

•Mtmifield. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


BIOGRAPHICAL   SKETCH   OF   TAYLOR.  1847 

Before  those  arrangements  at  Saltillo  were  completed,  on  the  morning  of 
the  22d,  Taylor  was  advised  that  the  enemy  was  in  sight,  advancing. 
Hastening  to  the  battle-field,  he  found  that  the  Meiican  cavalry  advance 
was  in  front,  having  marched  from  Encamacion,  over  forty  miles  distant, 
at  eleven  o'clock  on  the  day  previous,  and  driving  in  an  American  mounted 
force  left  at  Agua  Nueva,  to  cover  the  removal  of  public  stores. 

The  features  of  the  ground  occupied  by  the  American  troops  were  such 
as  nearly  to  paralyze  the  artillery  and  cavalry  of  the  Mexicans,  while  their 
infantry  could  not  derive  all  the  advantages  of  its  numerical  superiority. 
At  eleven  o'clock,  General  Taylor  received  from  General  Santa  Anna,  a 
summons  to  surrender  at  discretion,  to  which  the  American  commander 
immediately  replied,  <' declining  to  accede  to  the  request.*'  The  enemy 
still  forbore  his  attack,  evidently  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  his  rear  col- 
umns. The  Mexican  light  troops  commenced  the  action  by  engaging  the 
Americans  on  the  extreme  left,  and  kept  up  a  sharp  fire,  climbing  the 
mountain-side,  and  apparently  endeavoring  to  gain  the  flank  of  the  Amer- 
icans. The  skirmishing  of  the  light' troops  was  kept  up  until  dark ;  when 
General  Taylor  became  convinced  that  no  serious  attack  would  be  made 
before  morning,  and  returned,  with  a  regiment  and  squadron  of  dragoons, 
to  Saltillo.  The  troops  bivouacked  without  fires,  and  laid  upon  their  arms. 
A  body  of  fifteen  hundred  Mexican  cavalry  under  General  Minon,  had  en- 
tered the  valley  through  a  narrow  pass  east  of  Saltillo,  and  had  evidently 
been  thrown  in  the  rear  of  the  Americans,  to  break  up  and  harass  the  re- 
treat which  was  so  confidently  expected  by  Santa  Anna. 

Having  made  the  necessary  dispositions  for  the  protection  of  the  rear, 
General  Taylor  returned  to  Buena  Vista,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  order- 
ing forward  all  the  available  troops  from  Saltillo.  The  action  had  com- 
menced before  his  arrival  on  the  field. 

During  the  night  of  the  22d,  the  Mexicans  had  thrown  a  body  of  light 
troops  on  the  mountain*side,  with  the  purpose  of  outflanking  the  left  of  the 
Americans ;  and  it  was  here  that  the  action  of  the  23d,  conunenced  at  an 
early  hour.  The  American  riflemen  in  this  position  maintained  their 
ground  handsomely  against  a  greatly  superior  force.  About  eight  o'clock,  a 
strong  demonstration  was  made  against  the  American  centre,  a  heavy  Mexi- 
can column  moving  along  the  road ;  which  was  soon  dispersed  by  the  fire 
from  Captain  Washington's  battery.  In  the  meantime,  a  large  force  of 
Mexican  infantry  and  cavalry  was  concentrated  under  cover  of  the  ridges, 
with  the 'obvious  intention  of  forcing  the  left  of  the  Americans.  It  was 
found  impossible  to  check  the  advance  of  the  Mexican  infantry,  although 
the  American  artillery  was  served  against  it  with  great  efifect,  under  the  or- 
ders of  Captain  O'Brien.  When  General  Taylor  arrived  upon  the  field, 
the  left  wing  of  his  army  had  become  completely  outflanked,  and  the  eneiiiy 
was  pouring  masses  of  infantry  and  cavalry  along  the  base  of  the  mountain  ; 
thus  gaining  the  rear  of  the  Americans  in  great  force.    Taylor  immediately 
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directed  the  led  to  be  strengthened  by  detachments  of  Captains  Bragg  and 
Sherman's  artillery,  also  by  bodies  of  cavalry.  The  action  was  for  a  long 
time  warmly  sustained  at  that  point,  the  enemy  making  efforts  both  with  in- 
fantry and  cavalry,  against  the  American  line,  and  being  always  repulsed 
with  heavy  loss. 

At  one  period,  the  position  of  that  portion  of  the  Mexican  army  which 
had  gained  the  rear  of  the  Americans  was  very  critical,  and  it  seemod 
doubtful  whether  it  could  regain  the  main  body.  At  that  moment,  Gen* 
oral  Taylor  received  from  General  Santa  Anna  a  message  by  a  staff-oiiicer, 
desiring  to  know  what  he  wanted.  Taylor  despatched  General  Wool  to  the 
Mexican  commander,  and  ordered  his  own  troops  to  cease  firing.  Gen* 
oral  Wool  could  not,  however,  cause  the  Mexicans  to  cease  their  fire,  and 
returned,  without  having  an  interview  with  Santa  Anna.  The  extreme 
right  of  the  Mexicans  retreated  along  the  base  of  the  mountain,  and  final- 
ly, in  apite  of  the  efforts  of  the  Americans,  effected  a  junction  with  the 
remainder  of  the  army. 

During  the  day,  the  Mexican  cavalry  under  General  Minon,  had  ascend- 
ed the  elevated  plain  above  Saltillo,  and  occupied  the  road  from  that  city 
lo  the  field  of  battle.  Several  skirmishes  took  place  between  them  and 
the  small  bodies  of  troops  left  by  General  Taylor  to  protect  his  rear. 
General  Minon  made  one  or  two  efforts  with  his  cavalry  to  charge  the 
artillery,  but  this  body  of  Mexicans  were  finally  driven  back  in  a  con- 
fused mass,  and  did  not  again  appear  upon  the  plain. 

In  the  meantime  the  firing  had  partially  ceased  upon  the  principal  field, 
at  Buena  Vista.  The  enemy  seemed  to  confine  his  efforts  to  the  protec- 
tion of  his  artillery,  and  General  Taylor  had  left  the  plateau  for  a  mo- 
ment, when  he  was  recalled  thither  by  a  heavy  musketry  fire.  He  then 
discovered  that  a  portion  of  his  infantry,  the  Illinois  and  Kentucky  volun- 
teers, had  engaged  a  greatly  superior  force  of  the  enemy  —  evidently  his 
reserve  —  and  that  they  had  been  overwhelmed  by  numbers.  The  mo- 
ment was  most  critical.  Captain  O'Brien  had  lost  bis  two  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, which  had  been  taken  by  the  Mexicans  — his  infantry  support  be* 
ing  entirely  routed.  CapUin  Bragg,  who  had  just  arrived  from  the  left, 
was  ordered  at  once  into  battery,  without  any  infantry  to  support  him,  and 
at  the  imminent  risk  of  losing  his  guns,  this  oflScer  came  rapidly  into  ac- 
tion, the  Mexican  line  being  but  a  few  yards  from  the  muzzle  of  his  pieces. 
The  first  discharge  of  canister  caused  the  enemy  to  hesitate,  the  second 
and  third  drove  him  back  in  disorder,  and  saved  the  day.  The  second 
Kentucky  regiment,  which  had  advanced  beyond  supporting  dis^nce  in 
this  affair,  was  driven  back  and  closely  pressed  by  the  enemy's  cavalry.  Ta- 
king a  ravine  which  led  in  the  direction  of  Captain  Washington's  battery,  their 
pursuers  became  exposed  to  his  fire,  which  soon  checked  and  drove  them 
back  with  loss.  In  the  meantime,  the  rest  of  the  American  artillery  had 
taken  position  on  the  plateau,  covered  by  the  Mississippi  and  third  ludi- 
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ana  regiments,  the  former  of  wbiph  bad  reached  the  ground  in  time  to 
pour  a  fire  into  the  right  Hank  of  the  enemy,  and  thus  contribute  to  bis  re- 
pulse. In  this  last  conflict  the  Americans  sustained  a  very  heavy  loss. 
Colonel  Hardin  of  Illinois,  and  Colonels  M'Kee  and  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
fell  at  this  time,  while  gallantly  leading  their  commands.  Colonel  Yell  of 
Arkansas,  and  Adjutant  Vaugban  of  Kentucky,  had  previously  fallen. 

No  further  attempt  was  made  by  the  Mexicans  to  force  the  position  of 
the  Americans,  and  the  approach  of  night  gave  an  opportunity  to  pay  prop- 
er attention  to  the  wounded,  and  also  to  refresh  the  soldiers,  who  had  been 
cxbansted  by  incessant  watchfulness  and  combat.  Though  the  night  waa 
severely  cold,  the  troops  were  compelled  for  the  most  part,  to  bivouack 
without  fires,  expecting  that  morning  would  renew  the  conflict.  During 
the  night  the  wounded  were  removed  to  Saltillo,  and  eveiy  preparation 
made  to  receive  the  enemy,  should. he  again  attack  the  American  position. 
Seven  fresh  companies  were  drawn  from  the  town,  and  Brigadier-General 
Marshall,  with  a  reinforcement  of  Kentucky  cavalry,  and  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  was  near  at  hand,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had 
abandoned  his  position  during  the  night.  Scouts  soon  ascertained  that 
the  Mexican  army  had  fallen  back  upon  Agua  Nueva.  The  great  dispar- 
ity of  numbers,  and  the  exhaustion  of  Taylor's  troops,  rendered  it  inexpe- 
dient and  hazardous  to  attempt  pursuit.  A  staff  officer  was  despatched  to 
General  Santa  Anna  to  negotiate  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  which  was 
satisfactorily  completed  on  the  following  day.  The  Americans  collected 
and  buried  their  own  dead,  and  the  Mexican  wounded,  of  which  a  largo 
number  had  been  left  upon  the  field,  were  removed  to  Saltillo,  and  ren- 
dered as  comfortable  as  circumstances  would  permit.* 

On  the  evening  of  the  26th  it  was  ascertained  that,  excepting  a  small 
body  of  cavalry  left  at  Agua  Nueva,  the  Mexican  army  had  retreated  in 
the  direction  of  San  Luis  Potosi.  On  the  27th,  General  Taylor  advanced 
with  his  troops  and  resumed  his  former  camp  at  Agua  Nueva,  the  Mez* 
ican  rear  guard  evacuating  the  place  as  the  Americans  approached,  leaving 
a  considerable  number  of  wounded  behind.  It  was  Taylor's  pur)X)se  to 
beat  up  the  enemy's  quarters  at  Encamacion  early  the  next  morning,  but 
upon  examination,  the  weak  condition  of  the  cavalry  horses  rendered  it 
nnadviaablu  to  attempt  so  long  a  march  without  water.  Colonel  Belknap, 
with  a  detachment  of  troops,  was  despatched  to  Encamacion  on  the  )st  of 
March.  Some  two  hundred  wounded  and  about  sixty  Mexican  soldiers 
were  found  there,  the  army  of  Santa  Anna,  having  passed  on  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Matehula,  with  greatly  reduced  numbers,  and  suflfering  much  from 
hunger.  'J'he  dead  and  dying  were  strewed  upon  the  road,  and  crowded 
the  buildings  of  the  hacienda. 

The  American  loss  at  the  battle  of  Boena  Vista,  was  267  killed,  456 
wounded,  and  23  missing ;  that  of  the  Mexicans  in  killed  and  wounded 
•  Qenan^  Tftylor'ft  oOdal  dNpateh. 
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was  estimated  by  General  Taylor,  and  admitted  by  Santa  Anna,  to  exceed 
1500.  At  least  500  of  their  killed  were  left  upon  the  field  of  battle.  The 
loss  of  the  Americans  was  especially  severe  in  officers  —  28  having  been 
killed  upon  the  field,  and  41  wounded. 

In  a  private  letter  to  General  E.  G.  W.  Butler,  General  Taylor  referred 
to  certain  incidents  of  the  battle.  Among  other  remarks  he  says  :  "  For 
several  hours  the  fate  of  the  day  was  extremely  doubtful ;  so  much  so,  that 
I  was  urged  by  some  of  the  most  experienced  officers  to  fall  back  and  take 
a  new  position.  This  I  knew  it  would  never  do  to  attempt  with  volun- 
teers, and  at  once  declined  it.  Between  the  several  deep  ravines,  there 
were  portions  of  level  land  from  one  to  four  hundred  yards  in  extent, 
which  became  alternately  points  of  attack  and  defence,  after  our  left  was 
turned,  by  both  sides.  These  extended  along  and  near  the  base  of  the 
mountain  for  about  two  miles,  and  the  struggle  for  them  may  be  very  ap* 
propriately  compared  to  a  game  of  chess.  Night  put  a  stop  to  the  con- 
test, and,  strange  to  say,  both  armies  occupied  the  same  positions  they  did 
in  the  morning  before  the  battle  commenced.  Our  artillery  did  more  than 
wonders. 

'*  We  lay  on  our  arms  all  night,  as  we  had  done  the  two  preceding  ones, 
without  fires,  ready  and  expecting  to  renew  the  contest  the  next  morning ; 
but  we  found  at  daylight  the  enemy  had  retreated  during  the  night. 

*'  I  hope  the  greater  portion  of  the  good  people  of  the  country  will  be 
satisfied  with  what  we  have  done  on  this  occasion.  I  flatter  myself  that 
our  compelling  a  Mexican  army  of  more  than  twenty  thousand  men,  com* 
pletely  organized,  and  led  by  their  chief  magistrate,  to  retreat,  with  less 
than  five  hundred  regulars,  and  about  four  thousand  volunteers,  will  meet 
their  approval.  I  had  not  a  single  company  of  regular  infantry ;  the 
whole  was  taken  from  me." 

The  news  of  the  victory  of  Buena  Vista  was  received  in  the  United 
States  as  the  crowning  evidence  of  Taylor's  generalship.  He  had  as- 
sumed the  responsibility  of  holding  his  position  beyond  Monterey.  Know- 
ing his  resources  and  trusting  in  his  officers  and  troops,  he  hesitated  not 
to  risk  everything  on  the  field  against  the  host  of  Santa  Anna.  He  has 
himself  done  justice  to  the  brilliant  part  which  General  Wool  bore  in  the 
action,  approving  all  the  preliminary  dispositions  of  that  able  commander. 
He  has  also  borne  testimony  to  the  services  of  all  others  who  took  part 
in  the  action,  and  expressed  his  sympathies  with  the  friends  of  those  who 
had  fallen.  It  was  the  province  of  the  nation,  in  return,  to  acknowl 
edge  the  surpassing  merit  of  the  commander-in-chief.  That  merit  was 
acknowledged  in  every  form  of  popular  rejoicing  and  congratulation. 
Cities  and  states  were  emulous  in  exhibitions  of  sympathy  for  his  trials 
exultation  for  his  success,  and  respect  for  his  character.* 

The  importance  of  the  victory  at  Buena  Vista  (says  Mansfield)  cat 
'Fiy's  Life  of  Taylor. 
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not  be  exaggerated.  It  secured  the  whole  frontier  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  struck  terror  and  dismay  into  the  hearts  of  the  Mexican  nation.  It 
was,  in  fact,  the  first  great  turning  point  of  the  war. 

General  Taylor,  on  the  2d  of  March,  intrusted  to  one  of  his  aids,  Mr. 
Thomas  L.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  the  official  reports  of  the  battle  of 
Baena  Vista,  to  be  conveyed  to  Washington.  He  was  escorted  by  Major 
Giddings,  commanding  260  infantry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  hav- 
ing in  charge  also  one  hundred  and  fif^y  wagons.  Near  Ceralvo,  on  the 
road  to  Camargo,  the  escort  was  attacked  by  1,600  Mexican  cavalry  and 
infantry,  under  Generals  Urrea  and  Romaro.  After  a  brief  and  gallant 
struggle  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  with  the  loss  of  45  killed  and  wounded. 
The  Americans  lost  17  men,  of  whom  15  were  teamsters.  General  Tay- 
lor, subsequently  hearing  that  Urrea  was  in  command  of  a  still  larger  force, 
pursued  him  with  about  1,200  volunteers,  and  two  companies  of  Bragg's 
artillery,  as  far  as  Caidereta,  where  be  learned  that  the  Mexicans  had 
crossed  the  mountains.  General  Taylor  then  returned  to  the  camp  at 
Walnut  Springs,  three  miles  from  Monterey,  where  ho  established  hia 
headquarters. 

The  operations  of  General  Scott,  at  Vera  Cruz  and  other  points  on  the 
gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  brilliant  series  of  successes  of  that  officer  and 
the  troops  under  his  command,  in  the  march  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  city 
of  Mexico,  terminating  in  the  capture  and  occupation  of  that  capital  by 
the  American  troops,  in  September,  transferred  the  seat  of  war  to  that 
quarter.  Consequently,  General  Taylor  remained  for  some  months  in 
comparative  inactivity,  at  his  headquarters  near  Monterey.  Actual  hostili- 
ties with  Mexico  having  been  practically  brought  to  an  end,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  skirmishes  with  guerilla  parties.  General  Taylor  obtained  per- 
mission to  visit  his  family  at  Baton  Rouge,  in  Louisiana,  from  whom  he 
had  now  been  absent  for  about  two  years. 

Accordingly,  in  November,  1847,  he  leA  the  command  of  the  army 
with  General  Wool,  and  took  his  departure  for  the  United  States,  by  th» 
way  of  Camargo,  Matamoras,  and  Point  Isabel,  at  which  last  place  he 
embarked  in  a  steamer  for  New  Orleans,  and  arrived  below  that  city  on 
the  1st  of  December.  He  landed  at  the  barracks,  where  he  met  bis  fam- 
ily, and  remained  two  days.  He  was  greeted  by  salutes  of  cannon,  dis- 
play of  flags,  and  the  cheers  of  the  people.  On  the  3d  the  general  pro- 
ceeded to  the  city,  where  he  was  received  with  transports  of  enthusiasm 
and  joy  by  his  fellow-citizens  anxious  to  welcome  him  to  his  home. 
Along  the  shores  of  the  Mississippi,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  gay 
streamers  floated  on  the  breeze  from  ships  of  every  nation,  and  the  nu- 
merous steamboats  on  the  ri^r  added  to  the  interest  of  the  scene. 

General  Taylor  was  accompanied  by  several  officers  of  his  staflT,  among 
whom  was  Major  Bliss,  assistant  adjutant-general,  who  had  accompanied 
him  in  all  his  campaigns  and  battles  in  Mexico.     On  landing  at  New 
108  ^  T 
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Orleans,  a  vast  procession  was  formed,  and  the  general  was  conducted  to 
the  St.  Charles  hotel,  where  he  received  the  calls  of  several  thousand 
citizens.  To  the  address  of  the  mayor,  welcoming  him  to  the  city,  the 
general  made  a  modest  and  appropriate  reply,  expressive  of  his  gratitude 
at  this  reception  by  the  people  of  New  Orleans.  On  the  following  day 
ho  visited  the  Roman  catholic  cathedral,  and  was  welcomed  in  an  eloquent 
address  by  Bishop  Blanc.  A  magnificent  sword  that  had  been  voted  by 
the  legislature  of  Louisiana,  was  presented  by  Governor  Johnson,  with 
appropriate  remarks,  to  which  General  Taylor  replied  in  language  of  deep 
feeling  at  the  honor  done  him. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  General  Taylor  left  the  city  in  a  steamer,  for  his 
home  in  Baton  Rouge.  On  the  way  thither  he  was  greeted  with  the  most 
enthusiastic  cheers  from  people  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  on  board 
of  steamers  and  other  vessels.  From  that  time  he  remained  to  enjoy  the 
quiet  of  domestic  retirement,  of  which  he  had  so  long  been  deprived,  until 
summoned  by  the  people  to  accept  of  new  honors,  and  to  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  the  most  important  office  in  their  gift. 

The  brilliant  achievements  of  Taylor  during  his  campaigns  in  Mexico, 
so  much  attracted  the  admiration  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  that 
a  strong  desire  was  eady  manifested  by  his  fellow-citizens  of  various 
political  parties,  to  place  him  in  nomination  as  a  candidate  for  president 
of  the  republic.  His  official  despatches  and  private  letters  confirmed  the 
favorable  opinion  generally  entertained  respecting  his  ability  to  fill  the 
highest  station  with  credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  nation — and  the 
excellence  of  his  private  character,  as  well  as  his  sterling  good  sense, 
was  acknowledged  by  all.  Although  his  political  opinions  were  known 
to  coincide  with  those  of  the  whig  party,  he  had  never  taken  an  active 
part  in  political  contests ;  many  of  the  democratic  party,  therefore,  avowed 
their  determination  to  support  him  as  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  but 
the  leaders  of  that  party  refused  to  acknowledge  his  claims.  A  large 
portion  of  the  whig  party,  particularly  in  the  southern  and  southwestern 
states,  early  saw  in  the  popularity  attached  to  his  name,  the  great  proba* 
l>ility  of  success  in  the  presidential  election  if  he  could  be  made  the  caa« 
didate  of  the  party,  and  consequently  used  every  effort  to  effect  such  a 
result.  The  attention,  also,  of  citizens  in  several  of  the  states,  organized 
as  the  native  American  party,  was  turned  toward  General  Taylor  as  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency  immediatc^ly  after  his  brilliant  victories  on  the 
Rio  Grande  and  in  Mexico.  One  of  the  earliest  meetings  of  the  people  in 
favor  of  his  nomination  for  president,  was  held  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey, 
on  the  llih  of  June,  1846 ;  this  was  followed  by  a  similar  meeting  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month.  Both  of  these 
meetings  were  called  without  distinction  o^  party,  soon  after  the  recep- 
tion of  th«  news  of  the  battles  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  U  Palma..' 

Taylor's  nomination  for  the  presidency  was  proposed  to  him  by  one  of  the 
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natiTe  American  party,  in  March,  1 847.  While  he  did  not  positively  refnae 
to  allow  hia  name  to  be  used  in  that  connexion,  he  stated  in  reply,  April  28, 
1847,  that  he  could  not,  while  the  coimtry  was  involved  in  war,  and  while  hia 
duty  called  him  to  take  part  in  the  operationa  againat  the  enemy,  acknowl- 
edge any  ambition  beyond  that  of  beatowing  all  his  beat  exertions  toward 
obtaining  an  adjustment  of  our  difficulties  with  Mexico.  Subsequently 
he  expressed  a  willingness  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  pro* 
Tided  that  the  call  came  from  the  sponuneous  action  and  free  will  of  tho 
nation  at  large,'and  void  of  the  slightest  agency  of  his  own. 

The  following  letters,  reiipecting  his  nomination  and  his  political  pris- 
ciplee,  give  his  views  on  those  points. 

''Baton  Roqob,  La.,  January  30,  1848. 

*'  Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  15th  instant  has  been  received,  and 
the  suggestions  therein  oflTered  duly  considered. 

*^  I  n  reply  to  your  inquiries,  1  have  again  to  repeat,  that  I  have  neither 
the  power  nor  the  desire  to  dictate  to  the  American  people  the  exact  man- 
ner  in  which  they  should  proceed  to  nominate  for  the  presidency  of  the 
United  States.  If  they  desire  such  a  result,  they  must  adopt  the  means 
best  suited,  in  their  opinion,  to  the  consummation  of  the  purpose ;  and 
if  they  think  fit  to  bring  me  before  them  for  this  office,  through  their 
legislatures,  maas  meetings,  or*  conventions,  I  can  not  object  to  their  des- 
ignating these  bodies  as  whig,  democrat,  or  native.  But  in  being  thns 
nominated,  I  must  insist  on  the  condition -%•  ant.' my  position  on  this  point 
is  immutable — that  I  shall  not  be  brought  f^rw.ird  by  them  as  the  candi- 
date of  their  party,  or  considered  as  the  exponent  of  their  party  doctrines. 

**  In  conclusion,  I  have  to  repeat,  that  if  I  were  nominated  for  the  presi- 
dency, by  any  body  of  my  fellow-citizens,  designated  by  any  name  they 
might  choose  to  adopt,  I  should  esteem  it  an  honor,  and  would  accept  such 
nomination,  provided  it  had  been  made  entirely  independent  of  party  con- 
siderations. 

^  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,      ''  Z.  Tatlor. 
"Petkr  Seen  Smith,  Esq.,  Philadelphia." 

•«  Baton  Rouob,  April  22,  1848. 

"Dear  Sir:  My  opinions  have  been  so  often  misconceived  and  mis- 
represented, that  I  deem  it  due  to  m3r8elf,  if  not  to  my  friends,  to  make  a 
brief  exposition  of  them  upon  the  topica  to  which  you  have  called  my 
attention. 

*'  I  have  consented  to  the  use  of  my  name  as  a  candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency. I  have  frankly  avowed  my  own  distrust  of  my  fitness  for  this 
high  station ;  but  having,  at  the  solicitation  of  many  of  my  countrymen, 
taken  my  ||osition  as  a  candidate,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  surrender  that 
poaition  until  my  friends  manifest  a  wish  that  I  should  retire  /rom  il.  I 
will  then  most  gladly  do  so,    I  have  no  private  purposes  to  accompliah» 
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no  party  projects  to  build  up,  no  enemies  to  punish — nothing  to  serre  but 
my  country. 

"  I  have  been  rery  often  addressed  by  letter,  and  my  opinions  hare 
been  asked  upon  almost  every  question  that  might  occur  to  the  writers  as 
affecting  the  interest  of  their  country  or  their  party.  I  have  not  alwajrs 
responded  to  these  inquiries,  for  various  reasons. 

'*  I  confess,  while  I  have  great  cardinal  principles  which  will  regulate 
tey  political  life,  I  am  not  sufficiently  familiar  with  all  the  minute  details 
of  political  legislation  to  give  solemn  pledges  to  exert  mjrself  to  carry  out 
this  or  defeat  that  measure.  I  have  no  concealment.  I  hold  no  opinion 
which  I  would  not  readily  proclaim  to  my  assembled  countrymen ;  but 
crude  impressions  upon  matters  of  policy,  which  may  be  right  to-day  and 
wrong  to-morrow,  are  perhaps  not  the  best  test  of  fitness  for  office.  One 
who  can  not  be  trusted  without  pledges,  can  not  be  confided  in  merely  on 
account  of  them. 

"  I  will  proceed,  however,  now  to  respond  to  your  inquiries : — 

"  1.  I  reiterate  what  I  have  so  often  said :  I  am  a  whig.  If  elected,  I 
would  not  be  the  mere  president  of  a  party.  I  would  endeavor  to  act 
independent  of  party  domination.  I  should  feel  bound  to  administer  the 
government  untrammelled  by  party  schemes. 

"  2.  Thb  Vbto  Power. — The  power  given  by  the  constitution  to  the 
eiecutive  to  interpose  his  veto,  is  a  high  conservative  power ;  but,  in  my 
opinion,  should  never  be  exercised  except  in  cases  of  clear  violation  of 
the  constitution,  or  manifest  haste  and  want  of  consideration  by  Congress. 
Indeed,  I  have  thought  that  for  many  years  past  the  known  opinions  and 
wishes  of  the  executive  have  exercised  undue  and  injurious  influence 
upon  the  legislative  department  of  the  govenmient ;  and  for  this  cause  I 
have  thought  our  system  was  in  danger  of  undergoing  a  great  change 
from  its  true  theojry.  The  personal  opinions  of  the  individual  who  may 
happen  to  occupy  the  executive  chair,  ought  not  to  control  the  action  of 
Congress  upon  questions  of  domestic  policy ;  nor  ought  his  objections  to 
be  interposed  where  questions  of  constitutional  power  have  been  settled 
by  the  various  departments  of  government,  and  acquiesced  in  by  the 
people.  • 

''  3.  Upon  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  the  currency,  the  improvement  of 
our  great  highways,  rivers,  lakes,  and  harbors,  the  will  of  Uie  people,  as 
expressed  through  their  representatives  in  Congress,  ought  to  be  respected 
and  carried  out  by  the  executive. 

"  4.  The  Mexican  War. — I  sincerely  rejoice  at  the  prospect  of  peace. 
My  life  has  been  devoted  to  arms,  yet  I  look  upon  war  at  all  times  and 
under  all  circumstances  as  a  national  calamity,  to  be  avoided  if  compatible 
with  the  national  honor.  The  principles  of  our  government,  as  well  as 
its  true  policy,  are  opposed  to  the  subjugation  of  other  nations  and  the 
dismemberment  of  other  countries  by  conquest.    In  the  language  of  the 
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great  Washington, '  Wby  ahotild  we  quit  our  own  to  atand  on  foreign 
gToaad  V  In  the  Mexican  war  our  national  honor  haa  been  vindicated ; 
and  in  dictating  terms  of  peace,  we  may  well  afford  to  be  forbearing  and 
even  magnanimous  to  a.  fallen  foe. 

"  These  are  my  opinions  upon  the  subjects  referred  to  by  you,  and  any 
reports  or  publications,  written  or  verbal,  from  any  source,  differing  in  any 
essential  particular  from  what  is  here  written,  are  unauthorized  and  untrue. 

<'  I  do  not  know  that  I  shall  agAin  write  upon  the  subject  of  national 
politics.  I  shall  engage  in  no  schemes,  no  combinations,  no  intrigues. 
Jf  the  American  people  have  not  confidence  in  me,  they  ought  not  to  give 
me  their  suffrages.  If  they  do  not,  you  know  me  well  enough  to  believe 
me,  when  I  declare  I  shall  be  content.  I  am  too  old  a  soldier  to  murmur 
against  such  high  authority.  '*  Z.  Tatlor. 

*«  To  Captain  J.  S.  Allison.* 

With  the  knowledge  of  General  Taylor's  political  opinions  repeatedly 
expressed  in  the  above  and  other  answers  to  inquiries  made  of  him,  his 
name  was  prominently  brought  before  the  whig  national  convention  which 
met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  1st  of  June,  1848. 

The  first  ballot  taken  in  that  convention  showed  the  popularity  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor,  even  in  comparison  with  his  distinguished  rivals  as  candidates 
for  the  presidency.  The  votes  stood  for  Zachary  Taylor,  111 ;  Henry 
Clay,  97 ;  Winfield  Scott,  43 ;  Daniel  Webster,  22 ;  John  M.  Clayton,  4  ; 
John  McLean,  2.  Necessary  for  a  choice,  140 ;  the  whole  number  of 
votes  being  279. 

On  the  second  ballot  the  vote  stood  for  Taylor,  lid;  Clsy,  86  ;^  Scott, 
49;  Webster,  22;  Clayton,  4.  Third  ballot,  Taylor,  133;  Clay,  74; 
Scou,  54;  Webster,  17;  Clayton,  1. 

The  fourth  and  final  ballot  gave  Taylor  171 ;  Clay,  35 ;  Scott,  60 ; 
Webster,  14.  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  votes  for  General  Taylor 
on  the  last  ballot  came  from  each  of  the  thirty  states  represented  in  the 
convention ;  thus  showing  that  he  was  truly  a  national  candidate. 

General  Taylor  was  then  declared  duly  nominated  as  the  whig  candidate 
for  the  presidency  of  the  United  States.  Millard  Fillmore,  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  was,  on  the  second  ballot,  nominated  by  the  same  conven- 
tion for  vice-president. 

Having  duly  accepted  the  nomination  of  the  whig  national  convention, 
General  Taylor  remained  with  his  family  at  Baton  Rouge  untiHhe  pres- 
idential election  took  place,  in  November,  1848.  The  result  of  that  elec- 
tion, as  shown  by  the  votes  of  the  people,  and  confirmed  of  course  by  the 
electoral  coUeges  then  chosen,  which  met  in  December  following,  was  the 
election  of  Taylor  and  Fillmore,  the  whig  candidates  for  president  and 
vice-president,  who  each  received  163  electoral  votes,  against  127  votes 
given  for  the  democratic  candidates,  General  Cass  and  General  Butler. 
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The  distinguishing  traits  of  General  TayWs  character,  as  deecribed  hf 
a  friend,  are  honest/,  good  judgment,  benevolence,  firmness,  and  energy^ 
It  were  a  waste  of  time  to  dwell  upon  these  traits  of  his  character,  for  hit 
military  career  has  aflbrded  such  abundant  examples  of  hie  ezeictse  of 
these  qualities  as  to  render  them  familiar  to  every  one  who  has  heard  or 
read  of  the  man.  The  following  extracts  from  Taylor's  official  despatches 
at  difierent  periods  of  his  life,  are  characteristic  of  his  determination  and 
unsurpassed  bravery. 

In  his  letter  to  General  Howard,  giving  the  details  of  his  expedition 
against  the  British  and  Indians  on  Red  river  in  September,  1814,  he 
says :  — 

'*  I  collected  the  officers  together  and  put  the  following  question  to 
them  :  '  Are  we  able,  334  effective  men,  to  fight  the  enemy  with  any  pros- 
pect of  success  V  They  were  of  opinion  the  enemy  was  at  least  three  to 
onej  and  that  it  was  not  practicable  to  effect  the  object.  I  then  deter- 
mined to  drop  down  the  river  and  erect  a  fort ;  and  should  the  enemy 
attempt  to  descend  the  river  in  force  before  the  fort  cttn  be  completedt 
every  foot  of  the  ioay  from  the  fort  to  the  settlements  shaU  he  contested.** 

In  his  letter  to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  army,  dated  Point  Isabel, 
May  7,  J  846  (more  than  thirty  years  after  the  above),  he  uses  similar  lan- 
guage, viz.  :— 

*M  shall  march  this  day,  with  the  main  body  of  the  army,  to  open  a 
communication  with  Major  Brown,  and  to  throw  forward  supplies  of  ord- 
nance and  provisions.  If  the  enemy  opposes  my  marcA,  in  whatever  forcSf 
I  shall  fight  him.** 

In  person.  General  Taylor  is  about  five  feet  eight  inches  in  height,  and 
slightly  inclined  to  corpulency.  His  complexion  is  dark,  his  forehead 
high,  and  his  eyes  keen  and  penetrating,  indicating  uniform  good  humor, 
his  face  careworn,  but  extremely  intelligent,  and  generally  lit  up  with  a 
benevolent  smile.  He  dresses  at  all  times  with  great  simplicity,  and  is 
kind  and  affable  in  his  manners.  He  has  been  but  once  married,  and  has 
had  four  children — one  son  and  three  daughters.  Of  the  latter,  one  mar- 
ried Dr.  Wood,  of  the  U.  S.  army ;  another  (since  deceased)  married 
Colonel  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  who  commanded  the  Mississippi 
volunteers  at  Buena  Vista ;  the  third  married  Colonel  W.  W.  S.  Bliss,  of 
the  army,  who,  as  before  mentioned,  accompanied  the  general  in  his  cam- 
paigns in  Mexico.     Colonel  Bliss  and  lady  reside  with  the  president. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  General  Taylor  took  his  departure  for  Wash- 
ington, to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  high  office  to  which  he  had  been 
elected  by  the  suffrages  of  the  people.  On  the  day  previous  to  bis  ta- 
king leave  of  his  home  and  his  immediate  friends  and  neighbors,  the  ciw 
izens  of  Baton  Rouge,  without  distinction  of  party,  assembled  spontane- 
ously, to  pay  him  their  respects' and  bid  him  farewell.  A  large  procession 
was  formed,  which  proceeded  to  his  residence  wh«    he  was  appropriate- 
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ly  addressed  on  bebalf  of  the  citizens,  by  one  of  their  number.  To  this 
address  be  made  a  brief  but  touchihg  reply,  in  which  he  assured  them  that 
it  was  with  feelings  of  no  ordinary  character,  that  he  met  with  his  fellow* 
citizens  on  such  an  occasion,  many  of  whom  be  had  been  associated  with 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  centqiy.  Had  he  consulted  his  own  wishes,  he 
said  he  should. haye  preferred  the  office  he  was  then  about  to  vacate,  and 
hare  remained  among  his  old  friends  ;  but  that  as  the  people  had,  without 
hia  solicitation,  seen  fit^o  elevate  him  to  another  station,  though  he  dis- 
trusted his  abilities  satisfactorily  to  discharge  the  great  and  important  du« 
ti^s  thus  ijnposed  upon  him,  yet  he  assured  them  that  he  should  endeavor 
to  fulfil  them  without  regard  to  fear,  favor,  or  affection  from  any  one.  In 
conclusion  with  his  prayers  for  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens  of  Ba- 
ton Rouge,  he  bade  them  an  affectionate  farewell. 

The  day  succeeding  General  Taylor's  departure.  Colonel  Bliss,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  issued  an  order  announcing  the  resignation  of  the  gen- 
eral, and  his  final  withdrawal  from  the  military  service  of  the  army.  In 
resigning  his  commission,  General  Taylor  expressed  his  "  regret  at  his 
separation  from  a  service  to  which  he  was  attached  by  so  many  pleasing 
and  proud  associations.  To  the  officers  and  men  who  had  served  under 
his  immediate  orders,  he  expressed  his  hearty  thanks  for  their  zealous  and 
cordial  support  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  confided  to  him  during  a 
long  and  eventful  service.  To  them  and  to  all  he  extended  a  heartfelt 
farewell,  and  his  warmest  wishes  for  their  continued  happiness  and  suc- 
cess in  the  arduous  and  honorable  career  which  they  had  chosen.''  Thus 
terminated  Ti(ylor*s  connexion  with  the  army,  after  a  service  of  more  than 
forty  years. 

On  his  journey  to  Washington,  by  way  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio 
rivers,  the  Cumberland  road,  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  the 
president  elect  was  met  with  the  liveliest  expressions  of  gratitude  and  re- 
spect by  the  people  in  the  different  places  along  his  route.  After  a  long 
and  fatiguing  journey,  interrupted  by  the  public  demonstrations  in  the  va- 
rious cities  and  towns  through  which  he  passed,  he  arrived  at  Washing- 
ton, on  the  evening  of  the  23d  of  February,  the  anniversary  of  the  battlo 
of  Buena  Vista — and  was  received  with  every  demonstration  of  joy  by 
the  citizens  and  others  assembled  at  the  national  capital.  From  the  re- 
lay house,  on  the  railroad,  about  thirty  miles  from  Washington,  he  was  at- 
tended by  the  mayor  and  several  members  of  the  city  council.  The  de- 
ky  at  the  relay  house,  where  he  was  welcomed  by  deputations  from  Bal- 
timore, caused  his  arrival  at  the  metropolis  after  nightfall  —  but  the  stars 
shone  brightly,  and  the  railroad  track  was  occasionally  illuminated  by  bon- 
fires on  the  route.  By  the  roaring  of  cannon  and  flights  of  brilliant  rock- 
eta  was  the  general  heralded  into  the  city,  and  escorted  by  a  large  con- 
course of  people  to  his  quarters  at  Willftrd's  hotel,  on  Pennsylvania  ave« 
nne  where  he  remained  until  the  day  of  his  inauguration. 
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The  joint  cooimittee  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  appoint 
ed  to  wait  on  the  president  and  vice-president  elect  and  inform  them  of 
their  election  to  those  high  offices,  having  accordingly  waited  on  General 
Taylor,  after  his  arrival  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  through  their  chair* 
man,  Colonel  Jefferson  Davis  of  Mississippi  (his  son-in-law),  performed 
that  duty ;  *'  the  president  elect,  in  signifying  his  acceptance  of  the  of- 
fice to  which  he  had  been  chosen  by  the  people,  evinced  emotions  of  the 
profoundest  gratitude,  and  acknowledged  his  distrust  of  his  ability  to  ful- 
fil the  expectations  upon  which  their  confidence  was  based,  but  gave  as- 
surances of  a  fixed  purpose  to  administer  the  government  for  the  benefit 
and  advantage  of  the  whole  country. 

"  In  alluding  to  the  fact  to  which  his  attention  had  been  drawn,  that  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  represented  a  public  body,  a  majority  of  whom 
were  opposed  in  political  opinion  to  the  president  elect,  and  accorded  with 
that  majority,  he  recognised  in  it  the  deference  to  the  popular  will  consti- 
tutionally expressed,  on  which  rests  the  strength  and  hope  of  the  republic, 
and  he  said  that  it  was  to  have  been  expected  from  the  senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

"  He  expressed  an  ardent  wish  that  he  might  be  able  in  any  degree  to 
assuage  the  fierceness  of  party,  or  temper  with  moderation  the  conflicts  of 
those  who  are  oitly  divided  as  to  the  means  of  securing  the  public  welfare. 

**  He  said,  having  been  reminded  that  he  was  about  to  occupy  the  chaix 
once  filled  by  Washington,  that  he  could  hope  to  emulate  him  only  in  the 
singleness  of  the  aims  which  guided  the  conduct  of  the  man  who  had  no 
parallel  in  history,  and  no  rival  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen. 

"  In  conclusion,  he  announced  his  readiness  to  take  the  oath  of  ofiice 
on  the  5th  of  March,  proximo,  at  such  hour  and  place  as  might  be  desig- 
nated." 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  made  to  the  senate  on  the  27th  of 
February,  that  body  appointed  as  a  committee  to  make  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  the  reception  of  the  president  elect  on  the  5th  of  March, 
Senators  Reverdy  Johnson,  Jefferson  Davis,  and  John  Davis. 

In  the  full  tide  of  a  well-eanied  popularity,  and  with  the  best  wishes 
of  all  parties,  General  Taylor  commenced  his  career  as  chief  magistrate 
of  the  republic.  Immediately  after  his  inauguration,  on  the  5th  of  March, 
1849,  he  familiarly  received  at  the  presidential  mansion  all  classes  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  who  thronged  to  welcome  his  advent  at  the  capital,  and  to 
assure  him  of  the  public  confidence  in  intrusting  to  him  the  affairs  of 
state  which  devolved  upon  him.  With  becoming  diffidence,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  want  of  experience  as  a  civilian,  he  devoted  himself  with 
assiduity  to  the  duties  of  his  new  station,  and  rapidly  made  himself 
acquainted  with  public  men  and  the  measures  required  of  him  as  the 
head  of  the  nation,  and  the  director  of  its  destinies. 

After  the  first  labors  attendant  upon  the  organization  of  his  admiuis- 
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tntion  were  over,  the  president  made  a  tour,  during  the  eununer  of  1849, 
through  the  middle  states,  as  far  west  as  Lake  Erie,  when,  in  conse- 
quence of  ill  health,  from  which  he  soon  after  recovered,  he  returned  to 
Washington,  passing  through  the  interior  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and 
the  cities  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore.  He  was  every- 
where received  by  the  people  with  enthudasm  and  favor. 

Resuming  his  duties  at  the  seat  of  government.  President  Taylor  met 
with  firmness  the  many  difficulties  which  embarrassed  his  administration, 
and  continued  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  his  countrymen  in  the  midst  of 
the  agitating  questions  which  distracted  Congress  during  a  long  and 
arduous  session. 

In  the  height  of  his  usefulness,  and  while  he  was  generally  relied  on  as 
being  eminently  fitted,  from  his  position  and  character,  to  calm  dissension, 
and  restore  domestic  peace  to  the  Union,  General  Taylor  was  seized  with 
an  alarming  illness,  which,  assuming  the  form  of  a  bilious  fever,  in  five 
days  terminated  his  existence,  at  the  presidential  mansion,  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  on  Tuesday,  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  in  the  66th  year  of 
hia  age. 

General  Taylor  was  attended  in  his  last  moments  by  his  wife  and  other 
members  of  his  family,  including  Colonel  Bliss  and  lady,  Colonel  Taylor 
and  family,  Jcfi*erson  Davis  and  family ;  also  by  Vice-President  Fillmore, 
several  senators  and  members  of  the  house  of  representatives,  gentlemen 
of  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  a  number  of  intimate  friends.  The  medical 
having  yielded  to  the  spiritual  agent,  whose  office  it  was  to  prepare  for  the 
approach  of  the  king  of  terrors,  prayers  were  said,  after  which  the  dying 
president  took  leave  of  his  family.  His  last  audible  words  were,  "  I  am 
about  to  die — I  expect  the  summons  soon — I  have  endeavored  to  dis- 
charge all  my  official  duties  faithfully — I  regret  nothing,  but  am  sorry 
that  I  am  about  to  leave  my  friends." 

The  funeral  of  President  Taylor  took  place  at  Washington,  on  Saturday, 
the  13th  of  July ;  and  was  attended  by  the  members  of  both  houses  of 
Congress,  President  Fillmore,  the  cabinet  and  other  officers  of  the  general 
government,  with  a  vast  concourse  of  citizens  and  strangers.  The 
pageant  exceeded  everything  of  the  kind  in  order  and  magnificence,  that 
ever  took  place  in  the  metropolis. 

General  Taylor  had  discharged  the  duties  of  president  one  year,  four 
months,  and  four  days ;  and  his  sudden  and  unexpected  death  over- 
whelmed with  sorrow  his  countrymen  throughout  the  Union.  Public 
honors  were  paid  to  his  memory  by  both  houses  of  Congress,  then  in 
session,  by  the  airoy  and  navy,  by  state,  municipal,  and  other  authorities, 
and  by  religious  and  other  societies ;  and,  in  short,  every  demonstration 
of  respect  and  sorrow  was  evinced  by  the  people  of  the  whole  county 
for  the  great  loss  which  the  nation  had  sustained. 

In  the  language  of  one  of  the  journals  of  the  day,  <'  General  Taylor 
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bad  endeared  himself  to  the  American  people  to  a  degree  which  few 
public  men  ever  obtain.  The  cause  of  this  lay  in  the  groat  goodness  of  his 
heart,  the  exceeding  sincerity  of  his  character ;  in  his  transparent  com- 
mon sense,  so  broad  and  strong  as  to  amount  to  wisdom ;  in  a  firmness 
that  faced  every  danger  and  shunned  no  responsibility;  and  in  a  patriotism 
and  sense  of  honor  which  threw  an  almost  chivalrous  halo  over  the  sturdy 
elements  of  his  nature.  'Not  a  statesman  by  genius  or  by  habit,  he 
brought  to  the  presidency  a  sound  practical  Judgment  which  often  proved 
more  reliable  than  the  opinions  of  those  long  versed  in  political  affairs. 
He  felt  as  the  president  of  the  American  people,  and  instinctively  appre- 
hended the  destiny  of  the  republic.  Not  endowed  with  uncommon 
powers  of  reflection,  he  penetrated  the  questions  brought  before  him  as 
by  a  spontaneous  faculty  of  insight,  and  having  once  made  up  his  mind, 
did  not  abandon  his  determination.  He  was  eminently  a  man  of  the 
people;  he  took  them  by  the  hand;  he  shared  in  their  joys  and  their 
sorrows ;  not  for  any  ulterior  purpose,  not  as  one  descending  for  the  mo- 
ment from  an  eminent  position,  but  because  he  felt  himself  foreign  to  no 
human  interest  or  emotion.  A  triumphant  general,  elected  to  the  presi- 
dency without  eflbrt  on  his  part,  he  never  forgot  that  admirable  native 
modesty  which  forbade  him  to  exaggerate  the  value  of  his  own  services 
and  talents,  or  to  daim  any  gift  or  capacity  which  he  was  not  fully  con- 
scious of  possessing.  With  manners  of  great  plainness,  destitute  of 
polish,  he  always  conveyed  the  impression  of  a  true  gentleman.  But  in 
every  respect  General  Taylor  was  an  American.  He  was  a  son  of  this 
republic;  whatever  he  was,  he  was  a  product  of  his  country  and  her 
institutions,  and  of  the  names  of  her  great  and  good  men,  few  will  longer 
be  preserved  than  his.'' 
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ADDRESSES  AND  MESSAGES 


INAUGURAL    ADDRESS.  , 
March  5»  1849.. 

Elected  by  tbe  Amencan  people  to  the  highest  office  known  to  our 
laws,  I  appear  here  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  and,  in 
compliance  with  a  jtime-honored  custom,  to  address  those  who  are  now 
assembled. 

The  conBde'^ce  and  respect  shown  by  my  countrymen,  in  calling  me  to 
be  the  chief  magistrate  of  a  republic  holding  a  high  rank  among  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  hare  inspired  mo  with  feelings  of  tbe  most  profound 
gratitude ;  but,  when  I  reflect  that  the  acceptance  of  the  office  #hich  their 
partiality  has  bestowed  imposes  tbe  discharge  of  the  most  arduous  duties, 
involves  the  most  weighty  obligations,  I  am  conscious  that  the  position 
which  I  have  been  called  to  fill,  though  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  loftiest 
ambition,  is  surrounded  by  fearful  responsibilities. 

Happily,  however,  in  the  performance  of  my  new  duties  I  shall  not  be 
without  able  co-operation.  The  legislative  and  judicial  branches  of  the 
government  present  prominent  examples  of  distinguished  civil  attainments 
and  matured  experience,  and  it  shall  be  my  endeavor  to  csll  to  my  assist- 
ance, in  the  executive  departments,  individuals  whose  talents,  integrity, 
and  purity  of  character,  will  furnish  ample  guaranties  for  ibt  faithful  and 
honorable  performance  of  the  trusts  to  be  committed  to  their  charge.  With 
such  aids,  and  an  honest  purpose  to  do  whatever  is  right,  I  hope  to  exe« 
cute  diligently,  impartially,  and  for  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  the 
manifold  duties  devolved  upon  m^. 

In  the  discharge  of  these  duties,  my  guide  will  be  the  constitution  which 
I  this  day  swear  to  "  preserve,  protect,  and  defend."  For  the  interpreta- 
tion of  that  instrument,  I  shall  look  to  the  decisions  of  the  judicial  jjibunals 
established  by  its  authority,  and  to  the  practice  of  the  government  under 
the  earlier  presidents,  who  had  so  large  a  share  in  its  formation.  To  the 
example  of  those  illustrious  patriots  I  shall  always  defer  with  reverence, 
and  especially  to  his  example  who  was  by  so  many  titles  **  the  father  of 
his  country." 

To  command  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States — with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate  to  make  treaties  and  to  appoint  embassadors  and 
other  officers — to  give  to  Congress  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union  and 
recommend  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  to  be  necessary,  and  to  take 
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care  that  the  laws  shall  be  faithfully  executed — ^these  are  the  most  important 
functions  intrusted  to  the  president  by  the  constitution ;  and  it  may  be 
expected  that  I  shall  briefly  indicate  the  principles  which  will  control  me 
in  their  execution. 

Chosen  by  the  body  of  the  people,  under  the  assurance  that  my  adminis- 
tration would  be  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole  country,  and  not  to  the 
support  of  any  particular  section  or  merely  local  interest,  I  this  day  renew 
the  declaration  I  have  heretofore  made,  and  proclaim  my  fixed  determina- 
tion to  maintain,  to  the  extent  of  my  ability,  the  government  in  its  origvial 
purity,  and  to  adopt  as  the  basis  of  my  public  policy,  those  great  republi- 
can doctrines  which  constitute  the  strength  of  our  national  existence. 

In  reference  to  the  army  and  navy,  lately  employed  wtih  so  much  dis- 
tinction on  active  service,  care  shall  be  taken  to  insure  the  highest  condi- 
tion of  efficiency ;  and,  in  furtherance  of  that  object,  the  military  and  naval 
schools  sustained  by  the  liberality  of  Congress,  shall  receive  the  special 
attention  of  the  executive. 

As  American  freemen  we  can  not  but  sympathize  in  all  efforts  to  extend 
the  blessings  of  civil  and  political  liberty,  but  at  the  same  time  we  are 
warned  by  the  admonition  of  history  and  the  voice  of  our  own  beloved 
Washington  to  abstain  from  entangling  alliances  with  foreign  nations.  In 
all  disputes  between  conflicting  governments,  it  is  our  interest  not  less 
than  our  duty  to  remain  strictly  neutral,  while  our  geographical  position, 
the  genius  of  our  institutions  and  our  people,  the  advancing  spirit  of  civili- 
zation, and,  above  all,  the  dictates  of  religion,  direct  us  to  the  cultivation 
of  peaceful  and  friendly  relations  with  all  other  powers.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  no  international  question  can  now  arise  which  a  government,  con- 
fident in  its  own  strength,  and  resolved  to  protect  its  own  just  rights^ 
may  not  settle  by  wise  negotiation ;  and  it  eminently  becomes  a  govern- 
ment like  our  own,  founded  on  the  morality  and  intelligence  of  its  citi- 
zens, and  upheld  by  their  aflections,  to  exhaust  every  resort  of  honorable 
diplomacy  before  appealing  to  arms.  In  the  conduct  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, I  shall  conform  to  these  views,  as  I  believe  them  essential  to  the 
best  interests  and  the  true  honor  of  the  country. 

The  appointing  power  vested  in  the  president  imposes  delicate  and 
onerous  duties.  So  far  as  it  is  possible  to  be  informed,  I  shall  make  hon- 
esty, capacity,  and  fidelity,  indispensable  prerequisites  to  the  disposal  of 
ofiice,  and  th^  absence  of  either  of  these  qualities  shall  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient cause  for  removal. 

It  shall  be  my  study  to  recommend  such  constitutional  measures  to  Con- 
gress as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  secure  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection to  the  great  interests  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufacture, 
to  improve  our  rivers  and  harbors,  to  provide  for  the  speedy  extinguish- 
ment of  the  public  debt,  to  enforce  a  strict  accountability  on  the  part  of 
all  officers  of  the  government,  and  the  utmost  economy  in  all  public  ex- 
penditures. But  it  is  for  the  wisdom  of  Congress  itself,  in  which  all  legis- 
lative powers  are  vested  by  the  constitution,  to  regulate  these  and  other 
matters  of  domestic  policy.  I  shall  look  with  confidence  to  the  enlight- 
ened patriotism  of  that  body  to  adopt  such  measures  of  conciliation  as  may 
harmonize  conflicting  interests  and  tend  to  perpetuate  that  Union,  which 
should  be  the  paramount  object  of  our  hopes  and  aflections.  In  any  action 
calculated  to  promote  an  object  so  near  the  heart  of  every  one  who  truly 
loves  his  country,  I  will  zealously  unite  with  the  co-ordinate  branches  of 
the  government. 
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In  conclusion,  I  congratulate  you,  my  fellow-citizens,  upon  the  high  state 
of  prosperity  to  which  the  goodness  of  Divine  Providence  has  conducted 
oar  common  country.  Let  us  invoke  a  continuance  of  the  same  protecting 
care  which  has  led  us  from  small  beginnings  to  the  eminence  we  this  day 
occupy,  and  let  us  seek  to  deserve  that  continuance  by  prudence  and  mod- 
eration in  our  councils ;  by  well-directed  attempts  to  assuage  the  bitterness 
which  too  often  marks  unavoidable  differences  of  opinion  ;  by  the  promul« 
gationand  practice  of  just  and  liberal  principles,  and  by  an  enlarged  patri- 
otispi  which  shall  acknowledge  no  limits  but  those  of  our  own  widespread 
lepublic. 


FIRST   ANNUAL   MESSAGE. 
December  4,  1849. 

FeUouh  Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : — 

SixTT  years  have  elapsed  since  the  establishment  of  this  government, 
and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  again  assembles  to  legislate  for  an 
empire  of  freemen.  The  predictions  of  evil  prophets,  who  formerly  pre- 
tended to  foretell  the  downfall  of  our  institutions,  are  now  remembered 
only  to  be  derided,  and  the  United  States  of  America  at  this  moment 
present  to  the  world  the  most  stable  and  permanent  government  on  earth. 

Such  is  the  result  of  the  labors  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us. 
Upon  Congress  will  eminently  depend  the  future  maintenance  of  our  sys- 
tem of  free  government,  and  the  transmission  of  it  unimpaired  to  posterity. 

Wo  are  at  peace  with  all  the  other  nations  of  the  world,  and  seek  to  main- 
tain our  cherished  relations  of  amity  with  them.  During  the  past  year 
we  have  been  blessed,  by  a  kind  Providence,  with  an  abundance  of  the 
fruits  of  the  earth ;  and,  although  the  destroying  angel,  for  a  time,  visited 
extensive  portions  of  our  territory  with  the  ravages  of  a  dreadful  pesti- 
lence, yet  the  Almighty  has  at  length  deigned  to  stay  his  hand,  and  to  re- 
store the  inestimable  blessing  of  general  health  to  a  people  who  have 
acknowledged  his  power,  deprecated  his  wrath,  and  implored  his  merciful 
protection. 

While  enjoying  the  benefits  of  amicable  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tions, we  have  not  been  insensible  to  the  distraction  and  wars  which  have 
prevailed  in  other  quarters  of  the  world.  It  is  a  proper  theme  of  thanks- 
giving to  Him  who  rules  the  destinies  of  nations,  that  we  have  been  able 
to  maintain,  amidst  all  these  contests,  an  independent  and  neutral  position 
towards  all  belligerent  Powers. 

Our  relations  with  Great  Britain  are  of  the  most  friendly  character.  In 
consequence  of  the  recent  alteration  of  the  British  navigation  acts,  British 
vessels,  from  British  and  other  foreign  ports,  will  (under  our  existing  laws), 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  be  admitted  to  entry  in  our  ports,  with 
cargoes  of  the  growth,  manufacture,  or  production  of  any  part  of  the  world 
on  the  same  terms,  as  to  duties,  imposts,  and  charges,  as  vessels  of  the 
United  States  wfth  their  cargoes  ;  and  our  vessels  will  be  admitted  to  the 
same  advantges  in  British  ports,  entering  therein  on  the  same  terms  as  Brit- 
ish vessels.  Should  no  order  in  council  disturb  this  legislative  arrange- 
ment, the  late  act  of  the  British  Parliament,  by  which  Great  Britain  is 
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brought  within  the  tenns  proposed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  let  of 
March,  1817,  it  is  hoped  will  be  productive  of  benefit  to  both  countries. 

A  slight  interruption  of  diplomatic  intercourse,  which  occurred  between 
this  gt)vemment  and  France,  I  am  happy  to  say,  has  been  terminated,  and 
our  minister  there  has  been  received.  It  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  refer 
now  to  the  circumstances  which  led  to  that  intenniption.  I  need  not  ex- 
press to  you  the  sincere  satisfaction  with  which  we  shall  welcome  the  ar- 
rival of  another  envoy  eztraordin&ry  and  minister  plenipotentiary  Crom  a 
sister-republic,  to  which  we  have  so  long  been,  and  still  reniain,  bound  by 
the  strongest  ties  of  amity. 

Shortly  a(\er  I  had  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  executive  duties, 
I  was  apprized  that  a  war-steamer,  belonging  to  the  German  empire,  was 
being  6tted  out  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  with  the  aid  of  some  of  our 
naval  officers,  rendered  under  the  permission  of  the  late  secretary  of  the 
navy.  This  peimission  was  granted  during  an  armistice  between  ihat 
empire  and  the  kingdom  of  Denmark,  which  had  been  engaged  in  the 
Scbleswig-Holstein  war.  Apprehensive  that  this  act  of  intervention,  on 
our  psrt,  might  be  viewed  as  a  violation  of  our  neutral  obligations,  incurred 
by  the  treaty  with  Denmark,  and  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  tbe  20th  of  April,  1818,  I  directed  that  no  further  aid  should  be  render- 
ed by  any  agent  or  officer  of  the  navy ;  and  I  instructed  the  secretary  of  state 
to  apprize  the  minister  of  the  German  empire,  accredited  to  this  govera- 
Dient,  of  my  determinaUon  to  execute  the  law  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
maintain  the  faith  of  treaties  with  all  nations.  The  correspondence 
which  ensued  between  the  department  of  state  and  the  minister  of  the 
German  empire  is  herewith  laid  before  you.  The  execution  of  the  law, 
and  the  observance  of  the  treaty,  were  deemed  by  me  to  be  due  to  the  hon- 
or of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  the  sacred  obligations  of  the  constitution. 
I  shall  not  fail  to  pursue  the  same  course,  should  a  similar  case  arise, 
with  any  other  nation.  Having  avowed  the  opinion,  on  tkking  the  oath  of 
office,  that  in  disputes  between  conflicting  foreign  governments,  it  is  our 
interest,  not  less  than  our  duty,  to  remain  strictly  neutral,  I  shall  not  aban* 
don  it.  You  will  perceive,  from  the  correspondence  submitted  to  you,  in 
connexion  with  this  subject,  that  the  course  adopted  in  this  case  has  been 
properly  regarded  by  the  belligerent  powers  interested  in  the  matter. 

Although  a  minister  of  the  United  States  to  the  German  empire  was 
appointed  by  my  predecessor  in  August,  1848,  and  has  for  a  long  time 
been  in  attendance  at  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  and  although  a  minister, 
appointed  to  represent  ihat  empire,  was  received  and  accredited  here,  yet 
no  such  government  as  that  of  the  German  empire  hss  been  deflnitively 
constituted.  Mr.  Donelson,  our  representative  at  Frankfort,  remained 
there  several  months  in  the  expectation  that  a  union  of  the  German  states, 
under  one  constitution  or  form  of  government,  might  at  length  be  organ- 
ized. It  is  believed  by  those  well  acquainted  with  the  existing  relations 
between  Prussia  and  the  sutes  of  Germany,  that  no  such  union  can  be 
permanently  established  without  her  co-operation.  In  the  event  of  the 
ftirmation  of  such  a  union,  and  the  organization  of  a  central  power  in 
Germany,  of  which  she  should  form  a  part,  it  would  become  necessary  to 
withdraw  our  minister  at  Berlin ;  but  while  Prussia  exists  as  an  inde- 
pendent kingdom,  and  diplomatic  relations  are  maintained  with  her,  there 
can  be  no  necessity  for  the  continuance  of  the  mission  to  Frankfort.  I 
have,  therefore,  recalled  Mr.  Donelson,  and  directed  the  archives  of  the 
legation  at  Frankfort  to  be  transferred  to  the  American  legation  at  Berlin. 
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Having  been  apprised  that  a  considerable  number  of  adventnren  were 
engaged  in  fitting  out  a  military  expedition,  wiibin  the  United  States, 
against  a  foreign  country,  and  believing,  from  the  best  information  I  could 
obtain,  that  it  was  destined,  to  invade  the  island  of  Cuba,  I  deemed  ft  due 
to  the  friendly  relations  existing  between  theiUnited  States  and  Spain-* 
to  the  treaty  between  the  two  nations — to  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and,  above  all,  to  the  American  honor — to  exert  the  lawful  authority  of 
this  government  in  suppressing  the  expedition  and  preventing  the  invasion. 
To  this  end,  I  issued  a  proclamation,  enjoining  it  upon  the  o/ficers  o(  the 
United  States,  civil  and  military,  to  use  all  lawful  means  within  their 
power.  A  copy  of  that  proclamation  is  herewith  submitted.  The  expe- 
dition h9S  been  suppressed.  So  long  as  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  30lh 
of  April,  1818,  which  owes  its  existence  to  the  law  of  nations  and  to  the 
policy  of  Washington  himself,  shall  remain  on  our  statute-book,  I  hold  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  the  executive  faithfully  to  obey  its  injunctions. 

While  this  expedition  was  in  progress,  I  was  informed  that  a  foreigner, 
who  claimed  our  protection,  had  been  clandestinely,  and,  as  was  supposed, 
forcibly,  carried  off  in  a  vessel  from  New  Orleans  to  the  island  of  Cuba* 
I  immediately  caused  such  steps  to  be  taken  as  I  thought  necessary,  in 
case  the  information  I  had  received  should  prove  correct,  to  vindicate  the 
honor  of  the  country  and  the  right  of  every  person  seeking  an  asylum  oo 
our  soil  U}  the  protection  of  our  laws.  The  person  alleged  to  have  been 
abducted  was  promptly  restored,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are 
now  about  to  undergo  investigation  before  a  judicial  tribunal.  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  that,  although  the  crime  charged  to  have  been  com* 
milted  in  this  case  is  held  odious,  as  being  in  conflict  with  our  opinions 
on  the  subject  of  national  sovereignty  aud  personal  freedom,  there  is  no 
prohibition  of  it  or  punishment  for  it  provided  in  sny  act  of  Congress. 
The  expediency  of  supplying  this  defect  in  our  criminal  code  is  therefore 
recomraouded  to  your  consideration. 

I  have  scrupulously  avoided  any  interference  in  the  wars  and  conten- 
tions  which  have  recently  distracted  £urope. 

During  the  late  conflict  between  Austria  and  Hungary,  there  seemed  to 
be  a  prospect  that  the  latter  might  become  an  independent  nation.  How* 
ever  faint  that  prospect  at  the  time  appeared,  I  thought  it  my  duty,  in  ao* 
cordance  with  the  general  sentiment  of  the  American  people,  who  deeply 
sympathized  with  the  Magyar  patriots,  to  stand  prepared,  upon  the  con- 
tingency of  the  establishment  by  her  of  a  permanent  government,  to  be 
the  first  to  welcome  independent  Hungary  into  the  family  of  nations. 
For  this  purpose,  I  invested  an  agent,  then  in  Europe,  with  power  to  de- 
clare our  willingness  promptly  to  recognise  her  independence  in  the  event 
of  her  ability  to  sustain  it.  'i'he  powerful  intervention  of  Russia  in  the 
contest  extinguished  the  hopes  of  the  struggling  Magyars.  The  United 
States  did  not,  at  any  time,  intereftire  in  the  contest ;  but  the  feelings 
of  the  nation  were  strongly  enlisted  in  the  cause,  and  by  the  sufierings 
of  a  brave  people,  who  had  made  a  gallant  though  unsuccessful  eflbrt  to 
be  free. 

Our  claims  upon  Portugal  have  been  during  the  past  year  prosecuted 
with  renewed  vigor,  and  it  has  been  my  object  to  employ  every  efliirt  of 
honorable  diplomacy  to  procure  their  adjustment.  Our  late  cliarg6  d'af- 
faires at  Lisbon,  the  honorable  George  W.  Hopkins,  made  able  and  ener- 
.  geiic  but  Unsuccessful  eflxjrts  to  settle  these  unpleasant  matters  (»f  contro- 
versy, and  to  obtain  indemnity  for  the  wrongs  which  were  the  subjects  of 
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complaint.  Our  present  charg6  d'affaires  at  that  court  will  also  bring  to 
tbe  prosecution  of  these  claims  ability  and  zeal.  The  revolutionary  and 
distracted  condition  of  Portugal  in  past  times  has  been  represented  as 
one  of  the  leading  causes  of  her  delay  in  indemnifying  our  sufTering 
citizens.  But  I  must  now  say  it  is  matter  of  profound  regret  that  these 
claims  have  not  yet  been  settled.  The  omission  of  Portugal  to  do  justice 
to  the  American  claimants  has  now  assumed  a  character  so  grave  and 
serious  that  I  shall  shortly  make  it  the  subject  of  a  special  message  to 
Congress,  with  a  view  to  such  ultimate  action  as  its  wisdom  and  patriotism 
may  suggest. 

With  Russia,  Austria,  Prussia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Belgium,  the  Neth- 
erlands, and  the  Italian  states,  we  still  maintain  our  accustomed  amicable 
relations. 

During  the  recent  revolutions  in  the  papal  states,  our  charg^  d'afiaires 
at  Rome  has  been  unable  to  present  his  letter  of  credence ,  which,  indeed, 
he  was  directed  by  my  predecessor  to  withhold  until  he  should  receive 
further  orders.  Such  was  the  unsettled  condition  of  things  in  those  states, 
that  it  was  not  deemed  expedient  to  give  him  any  instructions  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  presenting  his  credential  letter  different  from  those  with  which  he 
had  been  furnished  by  the  late  administration  until  the  25th  of  June  last ; 
when,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  accurate  information  of  the  exact 
state  of  things  at  that  distance  from  us,  he  was  instructed  to  exercise  his 
own  discretion  in  presenting  himself  to  the  then  existing  government,  if 
in  his  judgment  sufficiently  stable ;  or,  if  not,  to  await  further  events. 
Since  that  period  Rome  has  undergone  another  revolution,  and  he  abides 
the  establishment  of  a  government  sufficiently  permanent  to  justify  him  in 
opening  diplomatic  intercourse  with  it. 

With  the  republic  of  Mexico  it  is  our  true  policy  to  cultivate  the  most 
friendly  relations.  Since  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo,  nothing  has  occurred  of  a  serious  character  to  disturb  them.  A 
faithful  observance  of  the  treaty,  and  a  sincere  respect  for  her  rights,  can 
not  fail  to  secure  the  lasting  confidence  and  friendship  of  that  republic. 
The  message  of  my  predceessor  to  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the 
8th  of  February  last,  communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
that  body,  a  copy  of  a  paper  called  a  protocol,  signed  at  Queretaro  on  the 
30th  of  May,  1848,  by  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  and  the 
minister  of  foreign  siTairs  of  the  Mexican  government,  having  been  a 
subject  of  correspondence  between  the  department  of  state  and  the  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  that  republic  accredited  to 
this  government,  a  transcript  of  that  correspondence  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

The  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  marking  the 
boundary  between  the  two  ifepublics,  though  delayed  in  reaching  San 
Diego  by  unforeseen  obstacles,  arrived  at  that  place  within  a  short  period 
after  the  time  required  by  the  treaty,  and  was  there  joined  by  the  com- 
missioner on  the  part  of  Mexico.  They  entered  upon  their  duties ;  and, 
at  the  date  of  the  latest  intelligence  from  that  quarter,  some  progress  had 
been  made  in  the  survey.  The  expenses  incident  to  the  organization  of 
the  commission,  and  to  its  conveyance  to  the  point  where  its  operations 
were  to  begin,  have  so  much  reduced  the  fund  appropriated  by  Congress 
that  a  further  sum,  to  cover  the  charges  which  must  be  incurred  during 
the  present  fiscal  year,  will  be  necessary.  The  great  length  of  frontier 
along  whieh  the  boundary  extends,  the  nature  of  the  adjacent  territory, 
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and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies,  except  at  or  near  tbe  extremes  of 
the  line,  render  it  also  indispensable  that  a  liberal  provision  should  be 
made  to  meet  the  necessary  charges  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the 
30th  of  June,  1851.  I  accordingly  recommend  this  subject  to  your  at^ 
tention. 

In  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  American  citizens  on  Mexico,  pro- 
vided for  by  the  late  treaty,  the  employment  of  counsel  on  the  part  of  the 
government  may  become  important  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  com- 
missioners in  protecting  the  interests  of  the  United  States.  I  recommend 
this  subject  to  the  early  and  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

Complaints  have  been  made  in  regard  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  means 
provided  by  the  government  of  New  Grenada  for  transporting  the  United 
States  mail  across  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  pursuant  to  our  postal  conven- 
tion with  that  republic,  of  the  6th  of  March,  1844.  Our  charg^  d'affaires 
at  Bogota  has  been  directed  to  make  such  representations  to  the  govern- 
ment of  New  Grenada  as  will,  it  is  hoped,  lead  to  a  prompt  removal  of 
this  cause  of  complaint. 

The  sanguinary  civil  war  with  which  the  republic  of  Venezuela  has  for 
some  time  past  been  ravaged,  has  been  brought  to  a  close.  In  its  progress 
the  rights  of  some  of  our  citizens,  resident  or  trading  there,  have  been 
violated.  The  restoration  of  order  will  aflbrd  the  Venezuelan  goven>- 
ment  an  opportunity  to  examine  and  redress  these  grievances,  and  others- 
of  long  standing,  which  our  representatives  at  Caraccas  have  hitherto  in- 
effectually urged  upon  the  attention  of  that  government. 

The  extension  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States  on  the  Pacific,  and  the- 
unexampled  rapidity  with  which  the  inhabitants  of  California  especially 
are  increasing  in  numbers,  have  imparted  new  consequence  to  our  rela- 
tions with  the  other  countries  whose  territories  border  upon  that  ocean. 
It  is  probable  that  the  intercourse  between  those  countries  and  our  pos- 
sessions in  that  quarter,  particularly  with  the  republic  of  Chili,  will  be- 
come extensive  and  mutually  advantageous  in  proportion  as  California 
and  Oregon  shall  increase  in  population  and  wealth.  It  is  desirable, 
therefore,  that  this  government  should  do  everything  in  its  power  to  foster 
and  strengthen  its  relations  with  those  states,  and  that  the  spirit  of  amity 
between  us  should  be  mutual  and  cordial. 

I  recommend  the  observance  of  the  same  course  toward  all  other  Amer- 
ican states.  The  United  States  stand  as  the  great  American  power,  to 
which,  as  their  natural  ally  and  friend,  they  will  always  be  disposed  first 
to  look  for  mediation  and  assistance,  in  the  event  of  any  collision  between 
them  and  any  European  nation.  As  such,  we  may  often  kindly  mediate 
in  their  behalf,  without  entangling  ourselves  in  foreign  wars  or  unneces- 
sary controversies.  Whenever  the  faith  of  our  treaties  with  any  of  them 
shall  require  our  interference,  we  must  necessarily  interpose. 

A  convention  has  been  negotiated  with  Brazil,  providing  for  the  satis- 
faction of  American  claims  on  that  government,  and  it  will  be  submitted 
to  the  senate.  Since  the  last  session  of  Congress,  we  have  received  an 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  that  empire,  and  our 
relations  with  it  are  founded  upon  the  most  amicable  understanding. 

Your  attention  is  earnestly  invited  to  an  amendment  of  our  existing  laws 
relating  to  the  African  slave-trade,  with  a  view  to  the  effectual  suppression 
of  that  barbarous  traffic.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  this  trade  is  still,  in  part, 
carried  on  by  means  of  vessels  built  in  the  United  States,  and  owned  or 
navigated  by  some  of  our  citizens.     The  correspondence  between  the 
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department  of  state  and  minister  and  consul  of  tbe  United  States  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  which  has  from  time  to  time  been  laid  before  Congress,  repre- 
sents that  it  is  a  customary  device  to  evade  the  penalties  of  our  laws  by 
means  of  sea-letters.  Vessels  sold  in  Brazil,  when  provided  with  such 
papers  by  the  consul,  instead  of  returning  to  the  United  States  for  a  new 
register,  proceed  at  once  to  the  enlist  of  Africa,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing cargoes  of  slaves.  Much  additional  information,  of  the  same  charac- 
ter, has  recently  been  transmitted  to  the  department  of  state.  It  has  not 
t>een  considered  the  policy  of  our  laws  to  subject  an  Americen  citizen, 
who,  in  a  foreign  country,  purchases  a  vessel  built  in  the  United  States,  to 
tbe  inconvenience  of  sending  her  home  for  a  new  register,  before  permit- 
ting her  to  proceed  on  a  voyage.  Any  aheration  of  the  laws  which  might 
have  a  tendency  to  impede  the  free  transfer  of  property  in  vessels  between 
<mr  citizens,  or  the  free  navigation  of  those  vessels  between  different  parts 
of  the  world,  when  employed  in  lawful  commerce,  should  be  well  and 
Cautiously  considered  ;  but  I  trust  that  your  wisdom  will  devise  a  method 
by  which  our  general  policy,  in  this  respect,  may  be  preserved,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  abuse  of  our  flag  by  means  of  sea-letters,  in  the  manner  indi- 
cated, may  be  prevented. 

Having  ascertained  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  reunion  of  the  five 
states  of  Central  America,  which  formerly  composed  the  republic  of  that 
name,  we  have  separately  negotiated  with  some  of  them  treaties  of  amity 
and  commerce,  which  will  be  laid  before  the  senate. 

A  contract  having  been  concluded  with  the  state  of  Nicaragua,  by  a 
company  composed  of  American  citizens,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a 
ship  canal  through  the  territor}'  of  that  state,  to  connect  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  oceans,  I  have  directed  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty  with  Nica- 
ragua, pledging  both  governments  to  protect  those  who  shall  engage  in 
and  perfect  the  work.  All  other  nations  an  invited  by  the  state  of  Nica- 
ragua, to  enter  into  the  same  treaty  stipulations  with  her ;  and  the  benefit 
to  be  derived  by  each  from  such  an  arrangement  will  be  the  protection  of 
this  great  inter-oceanic  communication  against  any  power  which  might 
seek  to  obstruct  it,  or  to  monopolize  its  advantages.  All  states  entering 
into  such  a  treaty  will  enjoy  the  right  of  passage  through  the  canal  on 
payment  of  the  same  lolls. 

The  work,  if  constructed  under  these  guaranties,  will  become  a  bond 
of  peace  instead  of  a  subject  of  contention  and  strife  between  the  nations 
-of  the  earth.  Should  the  great  maritime  states  of  Europe  consent  to  this 
arrangement  (and  we  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  a  proposition  so  fair 
-and  lionorable  will  be  opposed  by  uny),  the  energies  of  their  people  and 
ours  will  co-operate  in  promoiing  the  success  of  the  enterprise.  I  do  not 
recommend  any  appropriation  from  the  national  treasury  for  this  purpose ; 
Dor  d(»  I  believe  that  such  an  appropriation  is  necessary.  Private  enter- 
prise, if  properly  protected,  will  complete  the  work,  should  it  prove  to  be 
feasible.  The  parties  who  have  procured  the  charter  from  Nicaragua  for 
its  construction,  desire  no  assistance  from  this  government  beyond  its  pro- 
'tection  ;  and  they  profess  that,  h:iving  examined  the  proposed  line  of  com- 
muiiicaion,  they  will  be  ready  to  commence  the  undertaking  whenever 
that  protection  shall  be  exteTide<l  to  them.  Should  there  appear  to  be  rea- 
son, on  examining  the  whole  evidence,  to  entertain  a  serioiia  douht  of  the 
praciicahility  of  constructing  such  a  canal,  that  doubt  could  be  speedily 
solveil  by  an  actual  exploration  ofilie  route. 

Should  such  a  work  be  constructed,  under  the  common  protection  of  all 
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Rations,  for  equal  benefits  to  all,  it  would  be  neither  just  nor  expedient  that 
any  g:reat  maritime  state  should  command  the  communication.  The  terri- 
tory through  which  the  canal  may  be  opened  ought  to  be  freed  from  the 
claims  of  any  foreign  power.  No  such  power  should  occupy  a  position 
that  would  enable  it  hereafter  to  exercise  so  controlling  an  influence  over 
the  commerce  of  the  world,  or  to  obstruct  a  highway  which  ought  to  be 
dedicated  to  the  common  uses  of  mankind. 

The  routes  across  the  isthmus  at  Tehnantepec  and  Panama  are  also 
worthy  of  our  serious  consideration.  They  did  not  fail  to  engage  the  at- 
tention of  my  predecessor.  The  negotiator  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo  was  instructed  to  offer  a  yery  large  sum  of  money  for  the  right 
of  transit  across  the  isthmus  of  Tehnantepec.  The  Mexican  government 
did  not  accede  to  the  proposition  for  the  purchase  of  the  right  of  way, 
probably  because  it  had  already  contracted  with  private  individuals  for  the 
construction  of  a  passage  from  the  Guasacualco  river  to  Tehnantepec.  I 
shall  not  renew  any  proposition  to  purchase,  for  money,  a  right  which  ought 
to  be  equally  secured  to  all  nations,  on  payment  of  a  reasonable  toll  to  the 
owners  of  the  improvement,  who  would,  doubtless,  be  well  contented  with 
that  compensation  and  the  guaranties  of  the  maritime  states  of  the  world, 
in  separate  treaties  negotiated  with  Mexico,  binding  her  and  them  to  pro- 
tect those  who  should  construct  the  work.  Such  guaranties  would  do 
more  to  secure  the  completion  of  the  communication  through  the  territory 
of  Mexico  than  any  other  reasonable  consideration  that  could  be  offered ; 
and,  as  Mexico  herself  would  be  the  greatest  gainer  by  the  opening  of  thia 
communication  between  the  gulf  and  the  Pacific  ocean,  it  is  presumed  that 
she  would  not  hesitate  to  yield  her  aid,  in  the  manner  pntposed.to  accom- 
plish an  improvement  so  important  to  her  own  besi  interests. 

"We  have  reason  to  hope  that  the  proposed  railroad  across  the  isthmns 
at  Panama  will  be  successfully  constructed,  under  the  protection  of  the  late 
treaty  with  New  Grenada,  ratified  and  exchanged  by  my  predecessor  on 
the  10th  day  of  June,  1848,  which  guaranties  the  perfect  neutrality,  of 
the  isthmus,  and  the  rights  of  sovereignty  and  property  of  New  Grenada 
over  that  territory,  "  with  a  view  that  the  free  transit  from  ocean  to  ocean  - 
may  not  be  interrupted  or  embarrassed"  during  the  existence  of  the  treaty. 
It  is  our  policy  to  encourage  every  practicable  route  across  the  isthmos, 
which  connects  North  and  South  America,  by  either  railroad  or  canal, 
which  the  energy  and  enterprise  of  our  citizens  may  induce  them  to  com- 
plete ;  and  I  consider  it  obligatory  upon  me  tb  adopt  that  policy,  especially 
in  consequence  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  facilitating  intercourse  with  our 
possessions  on  the  Pacific. 

The  position  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  with  reference  to  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  on  the  Pacific,  the  success  of  our  persevering  and  be- 
nevolent citizens  who  have  repaired^ to  that  remote  quarter  in  christiani- 
zing the  natives  and  inducing  them  to  adopt  a  system  of  government  and 
laws  suited  to  their  capacity  and  wants,  and  the  use  made  by  our  numer- 
ous whale<ships  of  the  harbors  of  the  islands  as  places  of  resort  for  obtain- 
ing refreshments  and  repairs,  all  combine  to  render  their  destiny  peculiar- 
ly interesting  to  us.  It  is  our  duty  to  encourage  the  authorities  of  those 
islands  in  their  efforts  to  impnive  and  elevate  the  moral  and  political  con- 
dition of  the  inhabitants ;  and  we  should  make  reasonable  allowances  for 
the  di^culties  inseparable  from  this  task.  We  desire  that  the  islands  may 
maintain  their  independence,  and  that  other  nations  should  concur  with  ns 
in  this  sentiment.     We  could  in  no  event  be  indifferent  to  their  passinc 
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under  tbe  dominion  of  any  other  power.  The  principal  commercial 
states  have  in  this  a  common  interest,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  one 
of  them  will  attempt  to  interpose  obstacles  to  the  entire  independence  of 
th^  islands. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth 
of  June  last,  were,  in  cash,  forty-eight  millions,  eight  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand,  ninety^seven  dollars,  and  fifty  cents  ($48,830,097  50),  and 
in  treasury-notes  funded,  ten  millions,  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three 
thousand  dollars  ($10,833,000),  making  an  aggregate  of  fifty-nine  millions, 
six  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand,  ninety-seven  dollars,  and  fifty  cents 
($59,663,097  50)  ;  and  the  expenditures  for  the  same  time  were,  in  cash, 
forty-six  millions,  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand,  six  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  dollars,  and  eighty-two  cents  ($46,798,667  82),  and  in 
treasury-notes  funded,  ten  millions,  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand 
dollars  ($10,833,000),  making  an  ag^egate  of  fifty-seven  millions,  six  hun- 
.  dred  and  thirty-one  thousand,  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars,  and 
eighty-two  cents  ($57,631,667  82). 

The  accounts  and  estimates  which  will  be  submitted  to  Congress  in 
the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  show  that  there  will  probably 
be  a  deficit  occasioned  by  the  expenses  of  the  Mexican  war  and  treaty, 
on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  of  five  millions,  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  thousand,  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars,  and  sixty-six  cents, 
($5,826,121  66),  and  on  the  first  day  of  Jiily,  1851,  of  ten  millions,  five 
hundred  and  forty-seven  thousand,  and  ninety <two  dollars,  and  seventy-three 
cents  ($10,547,092  73),  making  in  the  whole  a  probable  deficit,  to  be 
provided  for,  of  sixteen  millions,  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand, 
two  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars,  and  thirty-nine  cents  ($16,375,214  39). 
The  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  tbe  purchase  of 
California  and  New  Mexico,  exceed  in  amount  this  deficit,  together  with 
the  loans  heretofore  made  for  those  objects.  I  therefore  recommend  that 
authority  be  given  to  borrow  whatever  sum  may  be  necessary  to  cover 
that  deficit.  I  recommend  the  observance  of  strict  economy  in  the  appro- 
priation and  expenditure  of  public  money. 

I  recommend  a  revision  of  the  existing  tariff,  and  its  adjustment  on  a 
basis  which  may  augment  the  revenue.  I  do  not  doubt  the  right  or  duty 
of  Congress  to  encourage  domestic  industry,  which  is  the  great  source  of 
national  as  well  as  individual  wealth  and  prosperity.  I  look  to  the  wis- 
dom and  patriotism  of  Congress  for  the  adoption  of  a  system  which  may 
place  home  labor  at  last  on  a  sure  and  permanent  footing,  and,  by  due 
encouragement  of  manufactures,  give  a  new  and  increased  stimulus  to 
agriculture,  and  promote  the  development  of  our  vast  resources  and  the  exten- 
sion of  our  commerce.  Believing  that  to  the  attainment  of  these  ends  (as 
well  as  the  necessary  augmentation  of  the  revenue  and  the  prevention  of 
frauds)  a  system  of  specific  duties  is  best  adapted,  I  strongly  recommend 
to  Congress  the  adoption  of  that  system,  fixing  the  duties  at  rates  high 
enough  to  afford  substantial  and  sufficient  encouragement  to  our  own 
industry,  and,  at  the  same  time,  so  adjusted  as  to  insure  stability. 
.  The  question  of  the  continuance  of  the  sub-treasury  system  is  respect- 
fully submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress.  If  continued,  important 
modifications  of  it  appear  to  be  indispensable. 

For  further  details  and  views  on  the  above,  and  other  matters  connected 
with  commerce,  the  finances,  and  revenue,  I  refer  to  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury. 
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No  direct  aid  has  been  giren  by  the  general  .government  to  the  im- 
provement of  agricHlture,  except  by  the  expenditure  of  small  sums  for  the 
collection  and  publication  of  agricultural  statistics,  and  for  some  chemical 
analyses,  which  have  been,  thus  far,  paid  for  out  of  the  patent  fund.  This 
aid  is,  in  my  opinion,  wholly  inadequate.  To  give  to  this  leading  branch 
of  American  industry  the  encouragement  which  it  merits,  I  respectfully 
recommend  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  bureau,  to  be  connected 
with  the  department  of  the  interior.  To  elevate  the  social  condition 
of  the  aorriculturist,  to  increase  his  prosperity,  and  to  extend  his  means 
of  usefulness  to  his  country,  by  multiplying  his  sources  of  information, 
should  be  the  study  of  every  statesman,  and  a  primary  object  with  every 
legislator. 

No  civil  government  having  been  provided  by  Congress  for  California, 
the  people  of  that  territory,  impelled  by  the  necessities  of  their  political 
condition,  recently  met  in  convention,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  consti- 
tution and  state  government,  which  the  latest  advices  give  roe  reason  to 
suppose  has  been  accomplished  ;  and  it  is  believed  they  will  shortly  apply 
for  the  admission  of  California  into  the  Union  as  a  sovereign  state. 
Should  such  be  the  case,  and/  should  their  constitution  be  conformable  to 
the  requisitions  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  I  recommend 
their  application  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

The  people  of  New  Mexico  will  also,  it  is  believed,  at  no  very  distant 
period,  present  themselves  for  admission  into  the  Union.  Preparatory  to 
the  admission  of  California  and  New  Mexico,  the  people  of  each  will  have 
instituted  for  themselves  a  republican  form  of  government,  "laying  its 
foundations  in  such  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as 
to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness.** 

By  awaiting  their  action,  all  causes  of  uneasiness  may  be  avoided,  and 
confidence  and  kind  feeling  preserved.  With  a  view  of  maintaining  the 
harmony  and  tranquillity  so  dear  to  all,  we  should  abstain  from  the  intro- 
duction of  those  exciting  topics  of  a  sectional  character  which  have  hith- 
erto produced  painful  apprehensions  in  the  public  mind ;  and  I  repeat  the 
solemn  warning  of  the  first  and  most  illustrious  of  my  predecessors  ' 
against  furnishing  "  any  ground  for  characterizing  parties  by  geographical 
discriminations." 

A  collector  has  been  appointed  at  San  Francisco,  under  the  act  of  ' 
Congress  extending  the  revenue  laws  over  California  ;  and  measures  have 
been  taken  to  organize  the  customhouses  at  that  and  the  other  ports  men- 
tioned in  that  act,  at  the  earliest  period  practicable.  The  collector  pro- 
ceeded overland,  and  advices  have  not  yet  been  received  of  his  arrival  at 
San  Francisco.  Meanwhile,  it  is  understood  that  the  customs  have  con- 
tinued to  be  collected  there  by  officers  acting  under  the  military  authority, 
as  they  were  during  the  administration  of  my  predecessor.  It  will,  I 
think,  be  expedient  to  confirm  the  collections  thus  made,  and  direct  the 
avails  (after  such  allowance  as  Congress  may  think  fit  to  authorize)  to  be 
expended  within  the  territory,  or  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  for  the  pi^r- 
pose  of  meeting  appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  its  rivers  and 
harbors. 

A  party  engaged  on  the  coast  survey  was  despatched  to  Oregon  in  Jan- 
nary  last.  According  to  the  latest  advices,  they  had  not  lef^  California  ; 
and  directions  have  been  given  to  them,  as  soun  as  they  shall  have  fixed 
on  the  sites  of  the  two  lighthouses  and  the  buoys  authorized  to  be  con- 
structed and  placed  in  Oregon,  to  proceed  without  delay  to  make  recon- 
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noisances  of  the  most  .important  points  on  the  coast  of  California,  and 
especially  to  examine  and  determine  on  sites  for  lighthouses  on  that  coast, 
the  speedy  erection  of  which  is  urgently  demanded  by  our  rapidly<-in« 
c^reasing  commerce. 

I  have  transferred  the  Indian  agencies  from  Upper  Missouri  and  Coun- 
cil BltifTs  to  Santa  Fe  and  Salt  Lake,  and  have  caused  to  be  appointed 
sub-agents  in  the  valleys  of  the  Gila,  the  Sacramento,  and  San  Joaquin 
rivers.  Still  further  legal  provisions  will  be  necessary  for  the  elective 
and  successful  extension  of  our  system  of  Indian  intercourse  over  the 
new  territories. 

I  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  branch  mint  in  California,  as  it  will, 
in  my  opinion,  afford  important  facilities  to  those  engaged  in  mining,  as 
well  as  to  the  government  in  the  disposition  of  the  mineral  lands. 

I  also  recommend  that  commissions  be  organized  by  Congress  to  ex« 
amine  and  decide  upon  the  validity  of  the  present  subsisting  land  titles  in 
California  and  New  Mexico ;  and  that  provision  be  made  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  offices  of  surveyor-general  in  New  Mexico^  California,  and 
Oregon,  and  for  the  surveying  and  bringing  into  market  the  public  lands 
in  those  territories.  Those  lands,  remote  in  position  and  difficult  of 
access,  ouglu  to  be  disposed  of  on  terms  liberal  to  ^11,  but  especially 
favorable  to  uie  early  emigrants. 

In  order  that  the  situation  and  character  of  the  principal  mineral  depos- 
ites  in  California  may  be  ascertained,  I  recommend  that  a  geological  and 
mineralogical  expl<»ration  be  connected  with  the  linear  surveys,  and  that 
the  mineral  lands  be  divided  into  small  lots  suitable  for  mining,  and  be 
disposed  of,  by  sale  or  lease,  so  as  to  give  our  citizens  an  opportunity  bf 
procuring  a  permanent  right  of  property  in  the  soiH  This  would  seem  to 
be  as  important  to  the  success  of  mining  as  of  agricultural  pursuits. 

The  great  mineral  wealth  of  California,  and  the  advantages  which  its 
ports  and  harbors,  and  those  of  Oregon,  afford  to  commerce,  especially 
with  the  islands  of  the  PaciQc  and  Indian  oceans,  and  the  populous 
regions  of  Eastern  Asia,  make  it  certain  that  there  will  arise  in  a  few 
years  large  and  prosperous  communities  on  our  western  coast.  It  there- 
fore becomes  important  that  a  line  of  communication,  the  best  and  most 
expeditious  which  the  nature  of  the  country  will  admit,  should  be  opened 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  from  the  navigable  waters  of  the 
Atlantic  on  the  gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Pacific.  Opinion,  as  elicited  and 
expressed  by  two  large  and  respectable  conventions,  lately  assembled  at 
St.  Louis  and  Memphis,  points  to  a  railroad  as  that  which,  if  practicable, 
will  best  meet  the  wishes  and  wants  of  the  country.  But  while  this,  if 
in  successful  operation,  would  be  a  work  of  great  national  importance, 
and  of  a  value  to  the  country  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  estimate,  it 
ought  also  to  be  regarded  as  an  undertaking  of  vast  magnitude  and  ex- 
pense, and  one  which  must,  if  it  be  indeed  practicable,  encounter  many 
difficulties  in  its  construction  and  use.  Therefore,  to  avoid  failure  and 
disappointment :  to  enable  Congress  to  judge  whether,  in  the  condition  of 
the  country  through  which  it  must  pass,  the  work  be  feasible ;  and,  if  it 
be  found  so,  whether  it  should  be  undertaken  as  a  national  improvement 
or  left  to  individual  enterprise ;  and,  in  the  latter  alternative,  what  aid,  if 
any,  ought  to  be  extended  to  it  by  the  government,  I  recommend,  as  a 
preliminary  measure,  a  careful  reconnoisance  of  the  several  proposed 
routes  by  a  scientific  corps,  and  a  report  as  to  the  practicability  of  making 
•U(  h  a  road,  with  an  efstimate  of  the  cost  of  its  construction  and  support. 
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For  further  views  on  these  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  duties 
of  the  home  department,  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
interior. 

I  recommend  early  appropriations  for  continuing  the  river  and  harhof 
improvements  which  have  been  already  begun,  and  also  for  the  construe* 
tion  of  those  for  which  estimates  have  been  made,  as  well  as  for  examin- 
ations and  estimates  preparatory  to  the  commencement  of  such  others  as 
the  wants  of  the  country,  and  especially  the  advance  of  our  population  over 
new  districts  and  the  extension  of  commerce,  may  render  necessary.  An 
estimate  of  the  amount  which  can  be  advantageously  expended  within  the 
next  fiscal  year  under  the  direction  of  the  bureau  of  topographical  engi* 
neers  accompsnies  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  to  which  I  respeel- 
fuHy  invite  the  attention  of  Congress.  / 

The  cession  of  territory  made  by  the  late  treaty  with  Mexico  has  great- 
ly extended  our  exposed  frontier,  and  rendered  its  defence  more  difficult. 
That  treaty  has  also  brought  us  under  obligations  to  Mexico,  to  comply 
with  which  a  military  force  is  requisite.  But  our  military  establishment 
is  not  materially  changed,  as  to  its  efficiency,  from  the  condition  in  which 
it  stood  before  the  commencement  of  the  Mexican  war.  Some  addition  to 
it  will  therefore  be  necessary ;  and  I  recommend  to  the  favorable  consid^- 
eration  of  Congress  an  increase  of  the  several  corps  of  the  army  at  our 
distant  western  posts,  as  proposed  in  the  accompanying  report  of  the  sec- 
retary of  war. 

Great  embarrassment  has  resulted  from  the  effect  upon  rank,  in  the 
army,  heretofore  given  to  brevet  and  staff  commissions.  The  views  of  the 
secretary  of  war  on  this  subject  are  deemed  important,  and,  if  carried  into 
effect^  will,  it  is  believed,  promote  the  harmony  of  the  service.  The  plan 
proposed  for  retiring  disabled  offit;ers,  and  providing  an  asylum  for  such  of 
the  rank  and  file  as  from  age,  wounds,  and  other  infirmities  occasioned  by 
service,  have  become  unfit  to  perform  their  respective  duties,  is  recommend- 
ed as  a  means  of  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  army,  and  as  an  act  of 
justice  due  from  a  grateful  country  to  the  faithful  soldier. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  presents  a  fuQ 
and  satisfactory  account  of  the  condition  and  operations  of  the  naval  aer- 
vice  during  the  past  year.  Our  citizens  engaged  in  the  legitimate  pursuits 
of  commerce  have  enjoyed  its  benefits.  Wherever  our  national  vessels 
have  gone  they  have  been  received  with  respect,  our  officers  have  been 
treated  with  kindness  and  courtesy,  and  they  have  on  all  occasions  pursued 
a  course  of  strict  neutrality,  in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  our  government. 

The  naval  force  at  present  in  commission  is  as  large  as  is  admissible, 
with  the  number  of  men  authorized  by  Congress  to  be  employed. 

1  invite  your  attention  to  the  recommendation  of  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  on  the  subject  of  a  re-organization  of  the  navy,  in  its  various  grades 
of  officers,  and  the  establishing  of  a  retired  list  for  such  of  the  officers  as 
are  disqualified  for  active  and  effective  service.  Should  Congress  adopt 
some  such  measure  as  is  recommended,  it  will  greatly  increase  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  navy,  and  reduce  its  expenditures. 

I  also  ask  your  attention  to  the  views  expressed  by  him  in  reference  to  the 
employment  of  war-steamers,  and  in  regard  to  the  contracts  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  United  States  mails  and  the  operation  of  the  system  upon 
the  prosperity  of  the^avy.  ' 

By  an  act  of  Congress  passed  August  14,  1848,  provision  was  made 
for  extending  postoffice  and  mail  accommodations  to  California  and  Ore- 
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gon.  Exertions  have  been  made  to  execute  tbatlaw  ;  but  tbe  limited  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  the  inadequacy  of  the  means  it  authorizes,  the  ill  adap- 
tation of  our  postoflice  laws  to  the  situation  of  that  country,  and  the  meas- 
ure  of  compensation  for  services  allowed  by  those  laws,  compared  with 
the  prices  of  labors  and  rents  in  California,  render  those  exertions,  in  a 
great  degree,  ineffectual.  More  particular  and  efficient  provision  by  law 
is  required  on  this  subject. 

The  act  of  1845,  reducing  postage,  has  now,  by  its  operation  during  four 
years,  produced  results  fully  showing  that  the  income  from  such  reduced 
postage  is  sufficient  to  sustain  the  whole  expense  of  the  service  of  the 
postoffice  department,  not  including  the  cost  of  transportation  in  mail 
steamers  on  the  lines  from  New  York  to  Chagres,  and  from  Panama  to 
Astoria,  which  have  not  been  considered  by  Congress  as  properly  belong- 
ing to  the  mail  service. 

It  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  whether  a  further  reduction  of 
postage  should  not  now  be  made,  more  particularly  on  the  letter  correspond- 
ence. This  should  be  relieved  from  the  unjust  burden  of  transporting  and 
delivering  the  franked  matter  of  Congress,  for  which  public  service  provis- 
ions should  be  made  from  the  treasury.  I  confidently  believe  that  a  change 
may  safely  be  made,  reducing  all  single-letter  postage  to  the  uniform  rate 
of  five  cents,  regardless  of  distance,  without  thereby  imposing  any  greater 
tax  on  the  treasury  than  would  constitute  a  very  moderate  compensation 
for  this  public  service  ;  and  I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  such  a  re* 
duction.  Should  Congress  prefer  to  abolish  the  franking  privilege  entire- 
ly, it  seems  probable  that  no  demand  on  the  treasury  would  result  from 
the  proposed  reduction  of  postage.  Whether  any  further  diminution  should 
now  be  made,  or  the  result  of  the  reduction  to  five  cents,  which  I  have 
recommended,  should  be  first  tested,  is  submitted  to  your  decision. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  postal  treaty 
with  Great  Britain  has  been  received  and  ratified,  and  such  regulations 
have  been  formed  by  the  postoffice  departments  to  the  two  countries,  in 
pursuance  of  that  treaty,  as  to  carry  its  provisions  into  full  operation. 
The  attempts  to  extend  this  same  arrangement,  through  England,  to  France, 
has  not  been  equally  successful ;  but  the  purpose  has  not  been  abandoned. 

For  a  particular  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  postoffice  depart- 
ment, and  other  matters  connected  with  that  branch  of  the  public  service, 
I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  postmaster-general. 

By  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  a  board  was  constituted  to  make 
arrangements  for  taking  the  seventh  census,  composed  of  the  secretary 
of  state,  the  attorney-general,  and  the  postmaster-general;  and  it  was 
made  the  duty  of  this  board  *'  to  prepare,  and  cause  to  be  printed,  such 
forms  and  schedules  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  full  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States :  and  also  proper  forms  and  schedules  for 
collecting,  in  statistical  tables,  under  proper  heads,  such  information  as 
to  mines,  agriculture,  commerce,  manufactures,  education,  and  other  topics, 
as  would  exhibit  a  full  view  of  the  pursuits,  industry,  education,  and  re- 
sources of  the  country.'*  The  duties  enjoined  upon  the  census  board  thus 
established  having  been  performed,  it  now  rests  with  Congress  to  enact  a 
law  for  carrying  into  effect  the  provision  of  the  constitution  which  requires 
an  actual  enumeration  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  within  the  ensu- 
ing year. 

Among  the  duties  assigned  by  the  constitution  to  the  general  govern- 
ment is  one  of  local  and  limited  application,  but  not  on  that  account  the 
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less  obligatory ;  I  allude  to  the  trust  committed  to  Congress  as  t^e  excla- 
sire  legislator  and  sole  guardian  of  the  interests  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. I  beg  to  commend  these  interests  to  your  kind  attention.  As  the 
national  metropolis,  the  city  of  Washington  must  be  an  object  of  general 
interest ;  and  founded,  as  it  was,  under  the  auspices  of  him  whose  im- 
mortal name  it  bears,  its  claims  to  the  fostering  care  of  Congress  present 
themselves  with  additional  strength.  Whatever  can  contribute  to  its 
prosperity  must  enlist  the  feelings  of  its  constitutional  guardians,  and 
command  their  favorable  consideration. 

Our  government  is  one  of  limited  powers,  and  its  successful  adminis- 
tration eminently  depends  on  the  confinement  of  each  of  its  co-ordinate 
branches  within  its  own  appropriate  sphere.  The  first  section  of  the  con- 
stitution ordains  that ''all  legislative  powers  therein  granted  shall  be  vested 
in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  which  sh»ll  consist  of  a  senate  and 
house  of  representatives."  '^The  executive  has  authority  to  recommend 
(not  to  dictate)  measures  to  Congress.  Having  performed  that  duty,  ihe 
executive  department  of  the  government  can  not  rightfully  control  the 
decision  of  Congress  on  any  subject  of  legislation,  until  that  decision 
shall  have  been  officially  submitted  to  the  president  for  approval.  The 
check  provided  by  the  constitution  in  the  clause  conferring  the  qualified 
veto  will  never  be  exercised  by  me,  except  in  the  cases  contemplated  by 
the  fathers  of  the  republic.  I  view  it  as  an  extreme  measure,  to  be  re- 
sorted to  only  in  extraordinary  cases — as  where  it  may  become  necessary 
to  defend  the  executive  against  the  encroachments  of  the  legislative 
power,  or  to  prevent  hasty  and  inconsiderate  or  unconstitutional  legisla- 
tion. By  cautiously  confining  this  remedy  within  the  sphere  prescribed 
to  it  in  the  cotemporaneous  expositions  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution, 
the  will  of  the  people,  legitimately  expressed  on  all  subjects  of  legislation, 
through  their  constitutional  organs,  the  senators  and  representatives  of  the 
United  States,  will  have  its  full  effect.  As  indispensable  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  system  of  self-government,  the  independenc0  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  states  and  the  people  is  guarantied  by  the  constitution ;  and 
they  owe  no  responsibility  to  any  human  power  but  their  constituents.  By 
holding  the  representative  responsible  only  to  the  people,  and  exempting 
him  from  all  other  infiuences,  we  elevate  the  character  of  the  constituent, 
and  quicken  his  sense  of  responsibility  to  his  country.  It  is  under  these 
circumstances  only  that  the  elector  can  feel  that,  in  the  choice  of  a  law- 
maker, he  is  himself  truly  a  component  part  of  the  sovereign  power  of 
the  nation.  With  equal  care  we  should  study  to  defend  the  rights  of  the 
executive  and  judicial  departments.  Our  government  can  only  be  pre- 
served in  its  purity  by  the  suppression  and  entire  elimination  of  every  claim 
or  tendency  of  one  co-ordinate  branch  to  encroachment  upon  another. 
With  the  strict  observance  of  this  rule  and  the  other  injunctions  of  the 
constitution  ;  with  a  sedulous  inculcation  of  that  respect  and  love  for  the 
Union  of  the  states  which  our  fathers  cherished  and  enjoined  upon  their 
children ;  and  with  the  aid  of  that  overruling  Providence  which  has  so 
long  and  so  kindly  guarded  our  liberties  and  institutions,  we  may  reasona- 
bly expect  to  transmit  them,  with  their  innumerable  blessings,  to  the 
remotest  posterity. 

But  attachment  to  the  Union  of  the  states  should  be  habitually  fostered 
in  every  American  heart.  For  more  than  half  a  century,  during  which 
kingdoms  and  empires  have  fallen,  this  Union  has  stood  unshaken.  The 
patriots  who  formed  it  have  long  since  descended  to  the  grave;  yet  still 
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it  remains,  the  proudest  monument  to  their  memory,  and  the  object  oi 
affection  and  admiration  with  every  one  worthy  to  bear  the  American 
name.  In  my  judgment,  its  dissohition  would  be  the  greatest  of  calami- 
ties ;  and  to  avert  that  should  be  the  study  of  every  American.  Upon  its 
preservation  must  depend  our  own  happiness  and  that  of  countless  gen* 
orations  to  come.  Whatever  dangers  may  threaten  it,  I  shall  stand  by  it 
and  maintain  it  in  its  integrity  to  the  full  extent  of  the  obligations  imposed 
and  the  power  conferred  upon  me  by  the  constitution. 


CUBA   PROCLAMATION. 
August  11,  1849. 


There  is  reason  to  believe  that  an  armed  expedition  is  about  to  be  fitted 
out  in  the  United  States,  with  an  intention  to  invade  the  island  of  Cuba, 
or  some  of  the  provinces  of  Mexico.  The  best  information  which  the 
executive  has  been  able  to  obtain,  points  to  the  island  of  Cuba  as  the 
object  of  this  expedition.  It  is  the  duty  of  this  government  to  observe  the 
faith  of  treaties,  and  to  prevent  any  aggression  by  our  citizens  upon  the 
territories  of  friendly  nations.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  it  necessary  and 
proper  to  issue  this  proclamation,  to  warn  all  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
who  shall  connect  themselves  with  an  enterprise  so  grossly  in  violation  of 
our  laws  and  our  treaty  obligations,  that  they  will  thereby  subject  them* 
selves  to  the  heavy  penalties  denounced  against  them  by  our  acts  of  Con- 
gress, and  will  forfeit  their  claim  to  the  protection  of  their  country.  No 
such  person^  must  expect  the  interference  of  this  government,  in  any 
form,  on  their  behalf,  no  matter  to  what  extremities  they  may  be  reduced 
in  consequence  of  their  conduct.  An  enterprise  to  invade  the  territo- 
ries of  a  friendly  nation,  set  on  foot  and  prosecuted  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  is,  in  the  highest  degree,  criminal,  as  tending  to  en- 
danger the  peace  and  compromit  the  honor  of  this  nation ;  and,  therefore, 
I  exhort  all  good  citizens,  as  they  regard  our  national  reputation,  as  they 
respect  their  own  laws  and  the  laws  of  nations,  as  they  value  the  bles- 
sings of  peace  and  the  welfare  of  their  country,  to  discountenance  and 
prevent,  by  all  lawful  means,  any  such  enterprise ;  and  I  call  upon  every 
officer  of  this  government,  civil  or  military,  to  use  all  efforts  in  his  power 
to  arrest,  for  trial  and  punishment,  every  such  offender  against  the  laws 
providing  for  the  performance  of  our  sacred  obligations  to  friendly  powers. 

Given  under  my  hand  the  11th  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine,  and  the  seventy-fourth  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States. 
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SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 

Januart  4,  1850. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States :— - 

I  HEREWITH  submit  to  you  copies  of  a  correspondence  with  the  lady 
of  Sir  John  Franklin,  relative  to  the  well-known  expedition  under  his  com- 
mand, to  the  arctic  regionit,  for  the  discovery  of  a  northwest  passage. 
On  the  receipt  of  her  first  letter,  imploring  the  aid  of  the  American  gov- 
ornment  in  a  search  for  the  missing  ships  engaged  in  an  enterprise  which 
mterested  all  civilized  nations,  I  anxiously  sought  the  means  of  aflbrding 
JImlX  assistance,  bnt  was  prevented  from  accomplishing  the  object  I  had  in 
view  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  vessels  suitable  to  encounter  the  perils 
of  a  proper  exploration,  the  lateness  of  the  season,  and  the  want  of  an 
appropriation  by  Congress  to  enable  me  to  furnish  and  equip  an  efficient 
squadron  for  that  object.  All  that  I  could  do,  in  compliance  with  a  request 
irhich  I  was  deeply  anxious  to  gratify,  was  to  cause  the  advertisement  of 
reward,  promulged  by  the  British  government,  and  the  best  information 
I  could  obtain  as  to  the  means  of  finding  the  vessels  under  the  command 
of  Sir  John  Franklin,  to  be  widely  circulated  among  our  whalers  and  sea- 
faring men,  whose  spirit  of  enterprise  might  lead  them  to  the  inhospitable 
legions  where  that  heroic  officer  and  his  brave  followers,  who  periled  their 
lives  in  the  cause  of  science  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  world,  were  supposed 
to  be  imprisoned  among  the  icebergs  or  wrecked  upon  a  desert  shore. 

Congress  being  now  in  session,  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  an 
appropriation  for  fitting  out  an  expedition  to  proceed  in  search  of  the  mis- 
sing ships,  with  their  officers  and  crews,  are  respectfully  sudmitted  to  your 
consideration. 


CALIFORNIA  AND   NEW  MEXICO   MESSAGE. 

January  21,  1850. 

To  tlie  House  of  Representatives  of  ike  United  States  :— 

I  TRANSMIT  to  the  housc  of  representatives,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of 
that  body  passed  on  the  31st  of  December  last,  the  accompanying  reports 
of  heads  of  departments,  which  contain  all  the  official  information  in  the 
possession  of  the  executive  asked  for  by  the  resolution. 

On  coming  into  office,  I  found  the  military  commandant  of  the  depart- 
ment of  California  exercising  the  functions  of  civil  governor  in  that  terri- 
tory ;  and  left,  as  I  was,  to  act  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo, 
without  the  aid  of  any  legislative  provision  esrablishing  a  government  in 
that  territory,  I  thought  it  best  not  to  disturb  that  arrangement,  made  under 
my  predecessor,  until  Congress  should  take  some  action  on  that  subject. 
I  therefore  did  not  interfere  with  the  powers  of  the  military  commandant, 
who  continued  to  exercise  the  functions  of  civil  governor  as  before ;  but  I 
made  no  such  appointment,  conferred  no  such  authority,  and  have  allowed 
no  increased  compensation  to  the  commandant  for  his  services. 

With  a  view  to  the  faithful  execution  of  the  treaty,  so  far  as  lay  in  the 
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power  of  the  executive,  and  to  enable  Confess  to  act,  at  the  present  sea* 
sion,  with  as  full  knowledge  and  as  little  difficulty  as  possible,  on  all  mat« 
ters  of  interest  in  these  territories,  I  sent  the  honorable  Thomas  Butler 
King  as  bearer  of  despatches  to  California,  and  certain  officers  to  Cali- 
fornia and  New  Mexico,  whose  duties  are  particularly  defined  in  the 
accompanying  letters  of  instruction  addressed  to  them  severally  by  the 
proper  departments. 

I  did  not  hesitate  to  express  to  the  people  of  those  territories  my  desire 
that  each  territory  should,  if  prepared  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  form  a  plan  of  a  state  constitution, 
and  submit  the  same  to  Congress,  with  a  prayer  for  admission  into  the 
Union  as  a  state ;  but  I  did  not  anticipate,  suggest,  or  authorize,  the  estab- 
lishment of  any  such  government  without  the  assent  of  Congress ;  nor 
did  I  authorize  any  government  agent  or  officer  to  interfere  with  or  exer- 
cise any  influence  or  control  over  the  election  of  delegates,  or  over  any 
convention,  in  making  or  modifying  their  domestic  institutions  or  any  of 
the  provisions  of  their  proposed  constitution.  On  the  contrary,  the  in- 
structions given  by  my  orders  were,  that  all  measures  of  domestic  policy 
adopted  by  the  people  of  California  ilnust  originate  solely  with  themselves ; 
that  while  the  executive  of  the  United  Slates  was  desirous  to  protect  them 
in  the  formation  of  any  government  republican  in  its  character,  to  bft,  at 
the  proper  time,  submitted  to  Congress,  yet  it  was  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that  the  plan  of  such  a  government  must,  at  the  same  time,  be  the 
result  of  their  own  deliberate  choice,  and  originate  with  themselves,  with- 
out the  interference  of  the  executive. 

I  am  unable  to  give  any  information  as  to  laws  passed  by  any  supposed 
government  in  California,  or  of  any  census  taken  in  either  of  the  territories 
mentioned  in  the  resolution,  as  I  have  no  information  on  those  subjects. 

As  already  stated,  I  have  not  disturbed  the  arrangements  which  I  found 
had  existed  under  my  predecessor. 

In  advising  an  early  application  by  the  people  of  these  territories  for 
admission  as  states,  I  was  actuated  principally  by  an  earnest  desire  to 
afford  to  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  Congress  the  opportunity  of  avoid- 
ing occasions  of  bitter  and  angry  dissensions  among  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

Under  the  constitution,  every  state  has  the  right  of  establishing,  and, 
from  time  to  time,  altering  its  municipal  laws  and  domestic  institutions, 
independently  of  every  other  state  and  of  the  general  government,  subject 
only  to  the  prohibitions  and  guaranties  expressly  set  forth  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  The  subjects  thus  left  exclusively  to  the 
respective  states  were  not  designed  or  expected  to  become  topics  of  na- 
tional agitation.  Still,  as,  under  the  constitution.  Congress  has  power  to 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territories  of  the 
United  States,  every  new  acquisition  of  territory  has  led  to  discussions  on 
the  question  whether  the  system  of  involuntary  servitude  which  prevails 
in  many  of  the  states  should  or  should  not  be  prohibited  in  that  territory. 
The  periods  of  excitement  from  this  cause  which  have  heretofore  oc- 
curred have  been  safely  passed ;  but  during  the  interval,  of  whatever 
length,  which  may  elapse  before  the  admission  of  the  territories  ceded  by 
Mexico  as  states,  it  appears  probable  that  similar  excitement  will  prevail 
to  an  undue  extent. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  thought,  and  still  think,  that  it  was  my 
duty  to  endeavor  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  Congress,  by  the  admission  of 
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California  and  New  Mexico  as  states,  to  remove  all  occasions  for  the  unne- 
cessary agitation  of  the  public  mind. 

It  is  understood  that  the  people  of  the  western  part  of  California  have 
formed  a  plan  of  a  state  constitution,  and  will  soon  submit  the  same  to  the 
judgment  of  Congress,  and  apply  for  admission  as  a  state.  This  course  on 
their  part,  though  in  accordance  with,  was  not  adopted  exclusively  in  con- 
sequence of,  any  expression  of  my  wishes,  inasmuch  as  measures  tending 
to  this  end  had  been  promoted  by  the  officers  sent  there  by  my  predeces- 
sor, and  were  already  in  active  progress  of  execution  before  any  commu- 
nication from  me  reached  California.  If  the  proposed  constitution  shall, 
when  submitted  to  Congress,  be  found  to  be  in  compliance  with  the  requi- 
sitions of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  I  earnestly  recommend  that 
it  may  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress. 

The  part  of  California  not  included  in  the  proposed  state  of  that  name 
is  believed  to  be  uninhabited,  except  in  a  settlement  of  our  countrymen  in 
the  vicinity  of  Salt  Lake. 

A  claim  has  been  advanced  by  the  state  of  Texas  to  a  very  large  por- 
tion of  the  most  populous  district  of  the  territory  commonly  designated  by 
the  name  of  New  Mexico.  If  the  people  of  New  Mexico  had  formed  a 
plan  of  a  state  government  for  that  territory  as  ceded  by  the  treaty  of  Guad- 
alupe Hidalgo,  and  had  been  admitted  by  Congress  as  a  state,  our  consti- 
tution would  have  afforded  the  means  of  obtaining  an  adjustment  of  the  ques- 
tion of  boundary  with  Texas  by  a  judicial  decision.  At  present,  however, 
no  judicial  tribunal  has  the  power  of  deciding  that  question,  and  it  remains 
for  Congress  to  devise  some  mode  for  its  adjustment.  Meanwhile,  I  sub- 
mit to  Congress  the  question  whether  it  would  be  expedient,  before  such 
adjustment,  to  establish  a  territorial  government,  which,  by  including  the 
district  so  claimed,  would  practically  decide  the  question  adversely  to  the 
state  of  Texas,  or  by  excluding  it,  would  decide  it  in  her  favor.  In  my 
opinion,  such  a  course  would  not  be  expedient,  especially  as  the  people 
of  this  territory  still  enjoy  the  benefit  and  protection  of  their  municipal 
laws,  originally  derived  from  Mexico,  and  have  a  mOitary  force  stationed 
there  to  protect  them  against  the  Indians.  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the 
property,  lives,  liberties,  and  religion  of  the  people  of  New  Mexico  are 
better  protected  than  they  ever  were  before  the  treaty  of  cession. 

Should  Congress,  when  California  shall  present  herself  for  incorpora- 
tion into  the  Union,  annex  a  condition  to  her  admission  a^  a  state  affect- 
ing her  domestic  institutions,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  her  people,  and 
even  compel  her,  temporarily,  to  comply  with  it,  yet  the  state  could  change 
her  constitution,  at  any  time  after  admission,  when  to  her  it  should  seem 
expedient.  Any  attempt  to  deny  to  the  people  of  the  state  the  right  of 
self-government,  in  a  matter  which  peculiarly  affects  themselves,  will  infal- 
libly be  regarded  by  them  as  an  invasion  of  their  rights ;  and,  upon  the 
principles  laid  down  in  our  own  Declaration  of  Independence,  they  will 
certainly  be  sustained  by  the  great  mass  of  the  American  people.  To  as- 
sert that  they  are  a  conquered  people,  and  must,  as  a  state,  submit  to  the 
will  of  their  conquerors  in  this  regard,  will  meet  with  no  cordial  response 
among  American  freemen.  Great  numbers  of  them  are  native  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  not  inferior  to  the  rest  of  our  countrymen  in  intel- 
ligence and  patriotism;  and  no  language  of  menace,  to  restrain  them  in  the 
exercise  of  an  undoubted  right,  substantially  guarantied  to  them  by  iie 
treaty  of  cession  itself,  shall  ever  be  uttered  by  me,  or  encouraged  and  sus- 
tained by  persons  acting  under  my  authority.     It  is  to  be  expected  that^ 
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in  the  residue  of  the  territory  ceded  to  us  by  Mexico,  the  people  residing 
there  will,  at  the  time,  of  their  incorporation  into  the  Union  as  a  state, 
settle  all  questions  of  domestic  policy  to  suit  themselves.  No  material 
inconvenience  will  result  from  the  want,  for  a  short  period,  of  a  government 
established  by  Congress  over  that  part  of  the  territory  which  lies  eastward 
of  the  new  state  of  California ;  and  the  reasons  for  my  opinion  that  New 
Mexico  will,  at  no  very  distant  period,  ask  for  admission  into  the  Union, 
are  founded  on  unofficial  information,  which,  I  suppose,  is  common  to  all 
-who  have  cared  to  make  inquiries  on  that  subject. 

Seeing,  then,  that  the  question  which  now  excites  such  painful  sensation 
in  the  country  will,  in  the  end,  certainly  be  settled  by  the  silent  effect  of 
causes  independent  of  the  action  of  Congress,  I  again  submit  to  your  wis- 
dom the  policy  recommended  in  my  annual  message,  of  awaiting  the  salu- 
tary operation  of  those  causes,  believing  that  we  shall  thus  avoid  the  crea- 
tion of  geographical  parties,  and  secure  the  harmony  of  feeling  so  neces- 
sary .to  the  beneficial  action  of  our  political  system.  Connected  as  the 
Union  is  with  the  remembrance  of  past  happiness,  the  sense  of  present 
blessings,  and  the  hope  of  future  peace  and  prosperity,  every  dictate  of 
wisdom,  every  feeling  of  duty,  and  every  emotion  of  patriotism,  tends  to 
inspire  fidelity  and  devotion  to  it,  and  admonish  us  cautiously  to  avoici.any 
unnecessary  controversy  which  can  either  endanger  it  or  impair  its  stirength, 
the  chief  element  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  regard  and  affection  of 
the  people  for  each  other. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 
Januart  23,  1850. 


To  the  House  of  Rfpresentalives  ;— 

I  TRANSMIT  to  the  houso  of  representatives  a  copy  of  the  convention 
between  the  United  States  and  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Brazil,  pro-' 
Tiding  for  the  satisfactidn  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  against 
the  Brazilian  government,  bigned  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  the  27th  of  Janua- 
ry last,  and  the  ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  in  this  city  on  the 
18th  instant.  It  is  desirable  that  Congress  should  prescribe  the  mode  in 
which  the  claims  referred  to  are  to  be  adjusted,  and  the  money  stipulated 
to  be  paid  by  Brazil  shall  be  distributed  among  the  claimants.  Extracts 
from  despatches  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  an  agent  of  claimants  there,  are  also  herewith 
communicated,  to  which  your  attention  is  invited.  I  have  authorized  our 
minister  to  demand,  receive,  and  give  acquittances  for  the  amount  payable 
by  Brazil,  and  have  caused  him  to  be  instructed  to  remit  the  same  to  tho 
treasurer  of  the  United  States. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


TATL0R*8   8PBCIAL   MB88AOBS.  *i86l 

SPECIAL   MESSAGE, 
January  30,  1850. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : — 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  7th  instant,  requesting 
of  me  ail  the  official  correspondence,  since  the  4th  of  March  last,  between 
thif^  government  and  its  military  authorities  at  Santa  Fe,  or  with  the  au- 
thorities of  the  state  of  Texas,  relating  to  the  boundary  or  occupation  of 
Texas,  and  the  reasons  why  the  judicial  authority  of  Texas  has  not  been 
recognised  by  the  military  authority  at  Santa  Fe,  I  herewith  submit  the 
accompanying  reports,  which  contain  the  information  called  for  by  the 
resolution. 

I  have  not  been  informed  of  any  acts  of  interference  by  the  military  for- 
ces stationed  at  Santa  Fe  with  the  judicial  authority  of  Texas,  established 
or  sought  to  be  established  there.  I  have  received  no  communication 
from  the  governor  of  Texas  on  any  of  the  matters  referred  to  in  the  reso- 
lution ;  and  I  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  my  predecessor,  in  the 
letter  addressed  by  the  late  secretary  of  state  to  the  governtir  of  Texas  on 
the  12th  day  of  February,  1847,  that  the  boundary  between  the  state  of 
Texas  and  the  territory  of  New  Mexico  **  is  a  subject  which  more  prop- 
erly belongs  to  the  legislative  than  to  the  executive  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment." 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
February  13,  1850. 


To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .^— 

I  HAVB  received  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  requesting  the  president  of  the  United  States  '*  to  communicate  to 
that  body  (provided  the  publicniicm  thereof  be  not  prejudicial  to  the  pub- 
lic interest)  all  such  informati<m  as  may  be  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
executive  department,  relative  to  the  alleged  extraordinary  proceedings  of 
the  English  government  in  the  forcible  seizure  and  occupation  of  the 
island  of  Tigre,  in  the- state  of  Nicaragua,  Central  Amprica;  also,  all 
facts,  circumstances,  or  communicHtions,  within  the  knowledtre  of  the  ex- 
ecutive, relative  to  any  seizure,  occupation,  or  attempted  seizure  or  occu- 
pation, by  the  English  goi'ernmeni,  o(  any  port,  river,  town,  territory,  or 
island  belonging  to  or  claimed  by  any  of  the  states  of  CentrHl  America. 
Also,  that  he  be  requested  to  comtnunicate  to  this  house  (if  not  incompati- 
ble with  the  public  interest)  all  trentie;*  not  heretofore  published,  which 
may  have  been  negotiated  with  ntty  of  the  states  of  Central  America,  by 
any  person  acting  by  authority  from  the  late  administration,  or  uoder  tho 
auspices  of  the  present  executivf."  The  information  called  for  by  this 
resolution  will  be  cheerfully  coinmunicsted  to  the  house  as  soon  as  it  shaU 
be  found  compatible  with  the  public  iutereau 
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SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

February  13,  1850. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : — 

I  HAVE  received  a  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  28th  ult.,  requesting  "the 
president  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  senate  (in  open 
session,  if,  in  his  opinion,  consistent  with  the  public  interest,  otherwise  in 
executive  session),  copies  of  all  instructions  and  communications  of  the 
late  secretary  of  state  to  our  late  charg6  d'affaires  at  Guatemala,  and  all 
despatches  and  communications  from  said  charge  d'affaires  to  the  depart^ 
ment  of  state,  including  any  conventions  or  treaties  he  may  have  conclu- 
ded with  either  of  the  states  composing  the  late  republic  of  Central  Amer- 
ica; and  also  all  correspondence  between  our  said  charge  d'affaires 
and  the  government  or  representatives  of  either  of  said  states  ;  and  also 
all  instructions  and  communications  from  the  present  secretary  of  state  to 
our  late  charge  d'affaires  or  our  present  charg6  d'affaires  to  either  of  said 
states  ;  and  of  all  despatches  or  communications  from  our  charge  d'affaires 
to  the  department  of  state,  including  any  conventions  or  treaties  he  may 
have  concluded  with  either  of  said  states  ;  and  also  all  corres^iondence  be- 
tween the  department  of  state  and  either  of  said  charges  des  affaires  touch- 
ing the  so-called  kingdom  of  the  Mosquitoes,  and  the  right  of  way  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  through  Lake  Nicaragua."  The  information 
called  for  by  this  resolution  will  be  cheerfully  communicated  to  the  sen- 
ate as  soon  as  it  shall  be  found  to  be  compatible  with  the  public  interest. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
March  28,  1850. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : — 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  22d  instant,  request- 
ing the  president  of  the  United  States  to  communicate  to  that  body,  a  copy 
of  thb  instructions  given  to  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  who  was  em- 
ployed to  visit  Hungary  during  the  recent  war  between  that  country  and 
Austria,  and  of  the  correspondence  by  and  with  such  agent,  so  far  as  the 
publication  of  the  same  may  be  consistent  with  the  public  interest,  I  here- 
with transmit  to  the  senate  a  copy  of  the  instructions  to  A.  Dudley  Mann, 
Esq.,  relating  to  Hungary,  he  having  been  appointed  by  me  special  agent 
to  that  country  on  the  18th  day  of  June  last,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
correspondence  with  our  late  charg6  d'affaires  to  Austria,  referred  to  in 
those  instructions  and  of  other  papers,  disclosing  the  policy  of  this  gov- 
ernment in  reference  to  Hungary  and  her  people.  I  also  transmit,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  resolution  of  the  senate,  but  in  a  separate  packet,  a  copy 
of  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Mann  with  the  department  of  state.  The 
latter  I  have  caused  to  be  marked  *'  Executive^*^  the  information  contained 
in  it  being  such  as  will  be  found,  on  examination,  most  appropriately  to  be- 
long to  the  senate  in  the  exercise  of  its  executive  functions.     The  pub- 
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lication  of  this  conespondence  of  the  agent,  sent  by  me  to  Hungary,  is  a 
matter  referred  entirely  to  the  judgment  and  discretion  of  the  senate. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  documents  now  transmitted,  that  no  minister  or 
agent  was  accredited  by  the  government  of  Hungary  to  this  government 
at  any  period  since  I  came  into  office,  nor  was  any  communication  ever 
received  by  this  government  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Hun- 
gar^,  or  any  other  executive  officer  authorized  to  act  in  her  behalf. 

My  purpose,  as  freely  avowed  in  this  correspondence,  was  to  have  ac- 
knowledged the  independence  of  Hungary,  had  she  succeeded  in  estab- 
lishing a  government  de  factOy  on  a  basis  sufficiently  permanent  in  it^ 
character  to  have  justified  me  in  doing  so,  according  to  the  usages  and 
settled  principles  of  this  government;  and  although  she  is  now  fallen, 
and  many  of  her  gallant  patriots  are  in  exiles  or  in  chains,  I  am  free  still 
to  declare,  that  had  she  been  successful  in  the  maintenance  of  such  a  gov- 
ernment as  we  could  have  recognised,  we  should  have  been  the  first  tQ 
welcome  her  into  the  family  of  nations. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
Mat  7,  1850. 


To  ike  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  >^ 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives  copies  of  a  corres* 
pondence  between  the  department  of  state  and  the  British  legation  in  this 
city  relative  to  the  reciprocal  admission  of  the  natural  products  of  the  Uni-  ' 
ted  States  and  Canada,  free  of  duty,  into  the  teiritories  of  both  countries. 
It  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  documents  that  the  late  secretary  of 
the  treasury  recommended,  in  his  correspondence  with  the  committee  on 
commerce  in  the  house  of  representatives,  reciprocal  free  trade  in  the  nat* 
ural  products  of  the  United  Slates  and  Canada ;  that  in  March  and  June^ 
1849,  a  correspondence  was  opened  between  the  British  charg6  d'affaires 
then  residing  in  Washington  and  the  secretary  of  state  upon'the  subject  of 
a  commercial  convention,  or  treaty,  to  carry  out  the  views  of  her  majesty's 
government  in  relation  thereto,  and  that  the  proposition  for  such  a  convention 
or  treaty  was  declined  on  the  part  of  the  American  government,  for  rea- 
sons which  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  note  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  Mr. 
Crampton  of  the  26th  of  June  last.  During  the  negotiations  connected 
with  this  correspondence,  not  considering  the  markets  of  Canada  as  an 
equivalent  for  those  of  the  United  States,  I  directed  the  secretary  of  state  to 
inquire  what  other  benefits  of  trade  and  commerce  would  be  yielded  by 
the  British  authorities  in  connexion  with  such  a  measure,  and  particularly 
whether  the  free  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  would  be  conceded  to 
as.  That  subject  has  accordingly  been  presented  to  the  British  govem- 
ment,  and  the  result  was  communicated  by  her  majesty's  minister  in  Wash- 
ington on  the  27th  of  March  last,  in  reply  to  a  note  from  the  secretary  of 
state  of  the  26th  of  that  month.  From  these  papers  it  will  be  perceived 
that  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  of  the  canals  connecting  il 
with  the  western  lakes,  will  be  opened  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  event  that  the  bill  refened  to  in  the  correspondence,  providing  for  the 
admission  of  their  natural  products,  should  become  a  law.    The  whole 

110 

.     Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1684*  Taylor's  bpbcul  mbssaois. 

subject  is  now  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  especially 
whether  the  concession  proposed  by  Great  Britain  is  an  equiyalent  for  tfa« 
reciprocity  desired  by  her. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 


Mat  22,  1850. 

To  thes  Senate  of  the  United  States : — 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  the  senate  reports  of  the  several  heads  of  de« 
partments,  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolutions  of  the  senate,  of  the  9th 
instant,  "  requesting  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  furnish  to  the 
senate  copies  of  all  correspondence  between  any  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments and  General  Persifor  F.  Smith  and  Brigadier-General  B.  Riley,  or 
either  of  them,  relative  to  affairs  in  California,  which  had  not  been  com- 
municated to  the  senate ;  and  also  all  information  existing  in  any  of  the 
executive  departments  respecting  the  transactions  of  the  convention  in 
California,  by  which  the  project  of  a  state  government  was  prepared,  and 
particularly  a  copy  of  the  journals  of  said  convention,  and  of  such  of  t&e 
ordinances  adopted  by  it  as  may  in  any  way  hav^  been  communicated  to 
any  of  the  said  departments ;  and  likewise  to  inform  the  senate  if  the  surren- 
der of  General  Riley  to  the  jurisdiction  and  civil  authority  of  the  govern* 
ment,  made  by  the  aiforesaid  convention,  was  by  order  of  the  executive  of 
the  United  States,  and,  if  hot,  whether  the  proclamation  of  General  Riley 
trecognising  the  said  state  government,  and  submitting  to  its  jurisdiction 
has  received  the  sanction  of  the  executive ;  and,  also,  that  he  furnish  to 
the  senafe  whatever  intelligence  may  have  been  received  in  the  executive 
'department  respecting  the  condition  of  civil  affairs  in  the  Oregon  Territory. 

The  reports,  with  the  official  correspondence  accompanying  them,  it  is 
believed,  embrace  all  the  information  in  the  department  called  for  by  the 
resolution.  ^ 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 


J^NE  3,  1850. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : — 

I  TRANSMIT  to  the  Senate,  herewith,  reports  from  the  several  heads  of 
departments,  which  contain  all  the  information  in  possession  of  the  execu- 
live  relative  to  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  23d  instant. 

No  information  has  been  received  establishing  the  existence  of  any  rev- 
olutionary movement  in  the  island  of  Cuba  among  the  inhabitants  of  that 
island.  The  correspondence  submitted  discloses,  however,  the  fact  that 
repeated  attempts  have  been  made,  under  the  direction  of  foreigners  enjoy- 
ing the  hospitality  of  this  country,  to  get  up  armed  expeditions  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  purpose  of  invading  Cuba.  It  will  be  seen  by  that 
correspondence  that  this  government  has  been  faithful  in  the  discharge  of 
its  treaty  obligations  with  Spain,  and  in  the  execution  of  the  acts  of  Con* 
gress  which  have  for  their  object  the  maintenance,  in  tMs  regard,  of  the 
ipeace  and  honor  of  this  country. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 
JuNS  10.  1650. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:— 

I  SUBMIT  herewith,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  3d  in- 
stant, calling  for  ''  copies  of  the  instructions  given,  and  orders  issued,  in 
relation  to  the  assemblage  of  persons  on  Round  island,  coast  of  Missis- 
sippi, during  the  summer  of  1849,  and  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
president,  or  heads  of  departments,  and  the  governor  of  Mississippi,  and 
the  officers,  naval  or  military,  of  the  United  States,  in  reference  to  the 
observation,  investment,  and  dispersion  of  said  assemblage  upon  said  is- 
land," a  report  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  accompanying  documents, 
which  contain  all  the  information  on  the  subject  not  heretofore  communi- 
cated to  the  senate. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
June  17,  1850. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : — 

I H AVB  received  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  senate,  of  the  1 1th  instant, 
requesting  me  "  to  inform  the  senate  whether  any  orders  have  been  issued  to 
any  military  officer  or  officers  at  Santa  Fe  to  hold  possession,  against  the 
authority  of  Texas,  or  in  any  way  to  embarrass  or  prevent  the  exercise  of 
her  jurisdiction  over  that  coimtry  ;  and  to  furnish  the  senate  with  copies  of 
any  correspondence  which  may  have  taken  place  between  the  war  depart- 
ment and  the  military  stationed  at  Santa  Fe  since  the  date  of  my  last 
communication  to  the  senate  on  that  subject." 

In  reply  to  that  resolution,  I  state  that  no  such  orders  have  been  given. 
'  I  herewith  present  to  the  senate  copies  of  all  the  correspondence  referred 
to  in  the  resolution.  All  the  other  orders  relating  to  the  subject-matler 
of  the  resolution  have  been  heretofore  communicated  to  the  senate. 

I  have  already,  in  a  former  message,  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  bound- 
ary between  Texas  and  New  Mexico  is  disputed^  I  have  now  to  state 
that  information  has  been  recently  received  that  a  certain  Robert  S.  Neigh- 
bors, styling  himsejf  commissioner  of  the  state  of  Texas,  has  proceeded 
to  Santa  Fe,  with  a  view  of  organizing  counties  in  that  district,  under  the 
authority  of  Texas.  While  I  have  no  power  to  decide  the  question  of 
boundary,  ai^  no  desire  to  interfere  with  it,  as  a  question  of  title,  I  have  to 
observe  that  the  possession  of  the  territory  into  which  it  appears  that  Mr. 
Neighbors  has  thus  gone,  was  actually  acquired  by  the  United  States  from 
Mexico,  and  has  since  been  held  by  the  United  States,  and  in  my  opinion, 
ought  so  to  remain  until^  the  question  of  boundary  shall  have  been  deter- 
mined by  some  competent  authority.  Meanwhile,  I  think  there  is  no  reason 
for  seriously  apprehending  that  Texas  will  practically  interfere  with  the 
possession  of  Uie  United  States. 
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SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
June  26,  1850. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  ;— 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  a  report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  communicating 
the  information  as  far  as  it  can  be  furnished,  required  by  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  17th  instant,  respecting  the  amount  of 
money  collected  from  customs  in  California  from  the  conclusion  of  the 
war  until  the  collector  appointed  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1849,  entered 
upon  his  duties ;  the  objects  for  which  said  money  has  been  expended, 
and  the  authority  under  which  the  collections  and  disbursements  were 
made. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 
June  27,  1850. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  :— 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  3d  instant,  re- 
questing information  in  regard  to  the  indemnity  stipulated  to  be  paid  by 
die  government  of  Peru  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  pursuant 
to  the  modified  convention  of  the  17th  of  March,  1841, 1  transmit  a  report 
from  the  secretary  of  state,  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompa- 
nied. The  sums  paid  by  that  government  under  the  convention  are  men- 
tioned in  the  letters  of  Messrs.  £.  M'Call  and  Company,  of  Lima,  who 
were  appointed  by  my  predecessor  the  agents  to  receive  the  instalments 
as  they  might  fall  due. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
July  1,  1850. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  StaUs  ;— 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  prepared  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  27th  ultimo,  requesting  inform- 
ation of  the  proceedings  of  the  executive  in  regard  to  the  appointment 
of  the  officer  now  commanding  in  New  Mexico,  the  orders  and  instruc- 
tions given  to  and  correspondence  with  him,  and  upon  other  subjects  men- 
tioned in  the  resolution. 
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CENTRAL   AMERICA  TREATY   MESSAGE. 

April  22,  1650. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  the  senate,  for  their  advice  with  regard  to  its 
ratification,  a  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
concluded  at  Washington,  on  the  19th  instant,  by  John  M.  Clayton,  sec- 
retary of  state,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  right  honor- 
able Sir  Henry  Lytton  Bulwer,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

This  treaty  nas  been  negotiated  in  accordance  with  the  general  views 
expressed  in  my  message  to  Conj^ress  in  December  last.  Its  object  is 
to  establish  a  commercial  alliance  with  all  great  maritime  states  for  the 
protection  of  a  contemplated  ship  canal  through  the  territory  of  Nicaragua, 
to  connect  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  and  at  the  same  time  to  insure 
the  same  protection  to  the  contemplated  railways  or  canals  by  the  Tehuan- 
tepec  and  Panama  routes,  as  well  ae  to  every  other  inter-oceanic  commu- 
nication which  may  be  adopted  to  shorten  the  transit  to  or  firom  our  ter- 
ritories on  the  Pacific. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  treaty  does  not  propose  to  take  money  firom  the 
public  treasury  to  effect  any  object  contemplated  by  it.  It  yields  protec- 
tion to  the  capitalists  who  may  undertake  to  construct  any  canal  or  rail- 
way across  the  isthmus  commencing  in  the  southern  part  of  Mexico,  and 
terminating  in  the  territory  of  New  Grenada.  It  gives  no  preference  to 
any  one  route  over  another,  but  proposes  the  same  measure  of  protection 
for  aU  which  ingenuity  and  enterprise  can  construct.  Should  diis  treaty 
be  ratified,  it  will  secure  in  future  the  liberation  of  all  Central  America 
firom  any  kind  of  foreign  aggression. 

At  the  time  negotiations  were  opened  with  Nicaragua  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  canal  through  her  territory,  I  found  Great  Britain  in  possession 
of  nearly  half  of  Central  America,  as  the  ally  and  protector  of  the  Mos- 
quito king.  It  has  been  my  object  in  negotiating  this  treaty,  not  only  to 
secure  the  passage  across  the  isthmus  to  the  government  and  citizens  of 
the  United  States  by  the  construction  of  a  great  highway  dedicated  to  the 
uses  of  all  nations  on  equal  terms,  but  to  maintain  the  independence  and 
sovereignty  of  all  the  Central  American  republics.  The  senate  will 
judge  how  far  these  objects  have  been  effected. 

If  there  be  any  who  would  desire  to  seize  and  annex  any  portion  of 
the  territories  of  these  weak  svster-republics  to  the  American  Union,  or 
to  extend  our  dominion  over  them,  I  do  not  concur  in  their  policy ;  and 
I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  in  reference  to  that  subject,  that  I  adopt  the 
views  entertained,  so  far  as  I  know,  by  all  my  predecessors. 

The  principles  by  which  I  have  been  regulated  in  the  negotiation  of 
this  treaty  are  in  accordance  with  the  sentiments  well  expressed  by  my 
immediate  predecessor  on  the  10th  of  February,  1847,  when  he  commu- 
nicated to  the  senate  the  treaty  with  New  Grenada  for  the  protection  of 
the  railroad  at  Panama.  It  is  in  accordance  with  the  whole  spirit  of  the 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  3d  of  March,  1635,  referred  to  by  Presi- 
dent Polk,  and  with  the  policy  adopted  by  President  Jackson  (immedi- 
ately after  the  passage  of  that  resolution),  who  despatched  an  agent  to 
Central  America  and  New  Grenada  ''to  open  negotiations  with  those  gov- 
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ernments  for  the  purpose  of  eflectually  protecting,  by  suitable  treaty  stip- 
ulations with  them,  such  individuals  or  companies  as  might  undertake  to 
open  a  communication  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans  by  the 
construction  of  a  ship  canal  across  the  isthmus  which  connects  North  and 
South  America,  and  of  securing  for  ever,  by  such  stipulations,  the  free 
and  equal  right  of  navigating  such  canal  to  all  such  nations,  on  the  pay- 
ment of  such  reasonable  tolls  as  might  be  established  to  compensate  the 
capitalists  who  should  engage  in  such  undertaking  and  complete  the  work. 

I  also  communicate  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  American  secretary  of  state  and  the  British  plenipotentiary  at  the  time 
of  concluding  the  treaty.  Whatever  honor  may  be  due  to  the  party  first 
proposing  such  a  treaty,  justly  belongs  to  the  United  States.  My  prede- 
cessor, in  his  message  of  the  10th  of  February,  1 847,  referring  to  the  treaty 
with  New  Grenada  for  the  protection  q(  the  Paname  railroad,  observes, 
that  "  should  the  proposition  be  rejected,  we  may  deprive  the  United 
States  of.  the  just  influence  which  its  acceptance  might  secure  to  them, 
and  confer  the  glory  and  benefits  of  being  first  among  the  nations  in  con- 
cluding such  an  arrangement  upon  the  government  of  either  Great  Britain 
or  France.  That  either  of  these  governments  would  embrace  the  offer 
can  not  well  be  doubted,  because  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  other 
effectual  means  of  securing  to  all  nations  the  advantages  of  this  important 
passage  but  the  guaranty  of  great  commercial  powers  that  the  isthmus 
shall  be  neutral  territory.  The  interests  of  the  world  at  stake  are  so  im- 
portant, that  the  security  of  this  passage  between  the  two  oceans  can  not 
be  sufiTered  to  depend  upon  the  wars  and  revolutions  which  may  arise 
among  different  nations." 

Should  the  senate  in  its  wisdom  see  fit  to  confirm  this  treaty,  and  the 
treaty  heretofore  submitted  by  me  for  their  advice  in  regard  to  its  ratifi- 
cation, negotiated  with  the  state  of  Nicaragua,  on  the  3d  day  of  September 
last,  it  will  be  necessary  to  amend  one  or  both  of  them,  so  that  both  treaties 
may  stand  in  conformity  with  each  other  in  their  spirit  and  intention. 
The  senate  will  discover,  by  examining  them  both,  that  this  is  a  task  of  no 
great  difiiculty. 

I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  Frande  and  Russia  stand  ready  to 
accede  to  this  treaty,  and  that  no  other  great  maritime  state  will  refuse 
its  accession  to  an  arrangement  so  well  calculated  to  diffuse  the  blessings 
of  peace,  commerce,  and  civilization,  and  so  honorable  to  all  nations  which 
may  enter  into  the  engagement. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  TAYLOR. 


At  the  appointed  time,  Monday,  March  5,  1849,  the  inauguration  of 
General  Zachary  Taylor  as  president  of  the  United  States,  took  place,  in 
front  of  the  great  portico  of  the  capitoL  The  multitude  of  people  assem- 
bled on  the  occasion  from  every  part  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of 
witnessing  the  interesting  ceremony,  is  supposed  to  have  been  much 
larger  than  was  ever  before  collected  in  Washington.  The  weather, 
although  the  sky  was  clouded,  was  as  pleasant  as  usual  at  this  season  of 
-  thd  year.  At  the  break  of  day  the  strains  of  martial  music  resounded 
along  the  principal  avenues  of  the  city,  and  hundreds  of  national  flags 
were  unfolded  to  the  breeze.  The  bells  of  the  city  then  rang  a  stirring 
peal,  and  long  before  the  usual  hour  of  breakfast,  the  people  were  wending 
their  way  in  immense  masses  to  the  capitol. 

At  nine  o'clock,  one  hundred  citizens  who  officiated  as  marshals  on 
horseback,  proceeded  in  a  body  to  Willard's  hotel,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  their  respects  to  General  Taylor.  After  the  ceremony  of  intro* 
duction,  the  marshals  retired  to  attend  to  their  official  duties,  and  the 
president  elect,  who  was  dressed  in  a  plain  suit  of  black,  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  usual  good  health,  returned  to  his  apartments  to  prepare 
for  the  procession.  \ 

At  half  past  eleven  o'clock,  the  procession  took  up  its  line  of  march 
from  the  hotel  to  the  capitol.  The  military  of  Washington,  Baltimore, 
&c.,  who  formed  part  of  the  procession,  presented  an  imposing  appear- 
ance. The  carriage  containing  the  president  elect  was  drawn  by  four 
gray  horses.  Ex-President  Polk,  Mr.  Speaker  Winthrop,  and  Mr,  Sea- 
ton,  mayor  of  Washington,  accompanied  General  Taylor  in  the  carriage. 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  along  which  the  procession  passed,  was  thronged 
with  thousands  of  people ;  many  of  the  roofs  of  the  houses  were  also 
covered,  and  every  window  was  occupied  by  spectators.  The  time 
occupied  by  the  procession  in  reaching  the  east  front  of  the  capitol  was 
about  an  hour ;  and  after  the  conclusion  of  the  inaugural  ceremonies^  the 
booming  of  artillery  resounded  through  the  city. 

The  senate  being  convened  at  eleven  o'clock,  after'  prayer  by  the  chap- 
lain, the  Hon.  David  R.  Atchison,  of  Missouri,  was  chosen  president  pro 
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tern.  The  diplomatic  corps,  representing  various  foreign  nations,  were 
next  announced.  The  brilliancy  of  some  of  their  costumes  appeared  in 
fine  contrast  with  the  dark  robes  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
seated  opposite  to  them. 

The  late  vice-president,  Mr.  Dallas,  then  conducted  to  the  chair  the 
Hon.  Millard  Fillmore,  the  vice-president  elect,  to  whom  the  oath  of  office 
was  administered  by  Mr.  Atchison,  after  which  Mr.  Fillmore  delivered, 
with  calmness  and  dignity,  an  appropriate  address,  and  took  his  seat  as 
president  of  the  senate. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  members  of  the  late  executive  cabinet  appeared, 
and  occupied  places  on  the  left  of  the  vice-president. 

All  things  were  now  in  readiness  for  the  appearance  of  the  president 
elect,  who,  after  an  interval,  entered  the  senate-chamber  in  company  with 
Ex-President  Polk,  and  took  a  seat  which  had  been  prepared  for  him ; 
Mr.  Polk  occupying  another  upon  his  left  hand. 

After  a  brief  pause  the  order  of  procession  was  announced,  and  the 
company  retired  from  the  chamber  of  the  senate  in  the  order  prescribed, 
to  the  east  portico  of  the  capitd,  where  an  extensive  staging  had  been 
erected.  'At  about  one  o'clock,  the  president  elect,  in  full  view  of  at  least 
twenty  thousand  people  from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  pronounced  his  inau- 
gural address.  It  was  delivered  in  a  remarkably  distinct  voice,  and  many 
parts  of  it  were  enunciated  with  a  full  and  clear  emphasis,  and  enthusias- 
tically responded  to  by  the  cheers  of  the  surrounding  spectators.  As  soon 
as  the  applause  which  marked  the  conclusion  of  the  address  had  subsi- 
ded, the  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  the  president  by  Chief-Justice 
Taney.  The  president  then  received  congratulations  from  numerous 
persons  present,  Chief-Justice  Taney  and  £x-President  Polk  taking  the 
lead. 

The  ceremonies  at  the  capitol  were  terminated  by  salvos  of  artillery, 
and  the  president  and  the  procession  returned  down  the  avenue  leading 
from  the  capitol  to  the  White-House,  appropriated  to  the  residence  of  the 
successive  presidents  of  the  United  States.  At  this  mansion  the  presi- 
dent received  with  his  accustomed  courtesy  the  salutes  of  some  thousands 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  in  the  evening  visited  several  balls  given  in 
honor  of  the  occasion. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  the  president  nominated  to  the  senate  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  to  compose  his  cabinet,  and  they  were,  the  following  day, 
confirmed  by  that  body,  viz. :  John  M.  Clayton,  of  Delaware,  secretary  of 
state ;  William  M.  Meredith,  of  Pennsylvania,  secretary  of  the  treasury ; 
George  W.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  secretary  of  war ;  William  B.  Preston, 
of  Virginia,  secretary  of  the  navy ;  Thomas  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  secretary 
of  the  interior;  Jacob  CoUamer,  of  Vermont,  postmaster-general;  Rev* 
erdy  Johnson  of  Maryland,  attorney-general. 
These  officers,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Crawford,  who  arrived  from 
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Georgia  a  few  days  afterward,  respectively  took  the  oath  of  office  and 
entered  upon  their  duties  on  the  8th  of  March,  1849. 

The  home  department,  first  organized  under  the  administration  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor,  was  a  new  branch  of  the  government,  created  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress  under  Mr.  Polk's  administration,  and  added 
another  member  to  the  president's  cabinet.  The  head  of  the  department 
is  called  the  secretary  of  the  interior,  a  term  taken  from  the  title  of  a  sim- 
ilar functionary  in  the  cabinet  of  the  govemmeht  of  France.  The  act 
creating  this  new  department,  places  under  the  supervision  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  interior,  the  bureau  of  the  commissioner  of  patents  ;  the  gen- 
eral land  office ;  the  accounts  of  marshals,  clerks,  and  other  officers  of  the 
courts  of  law ;  the  bureau  of  Indian  affairs ;  the  pension-office ;  the  patent- 
office  ;  the  census-office ;  the  commissioner  of  public  buildings ;  and  the 
board  of  inspectors  and  warden  of  the  penitentiary  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.  The  bill  was  reported  in  the  house  of  representatives  by  Mr. 
Vinton,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  the  30th  Con- 
gress, and,  after  it  had  been  stated  to  the  house  that  it  was  essentially  the 
plan  of  the  then  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Walker,  whose  department 
was  overburdened  with  business,  and  no  better  plan  could  be  devised,  it 
passed  the  house  in  February,  1849,  being  engrossed  by  a  vote  of  111  to 
76.  The  senate  took  it  up  on  the  last  afternoon  of  the  session.  Senator 
Allen,  of  Ohio,  said  it  would  be  followed  up  next  session  by  another  bill 
for  another  hundred  clerks.  Mr.  Webster  heartily  approved  of  it;  the 
government  had  outgrown  the  means  of  performing  its  duties ;  the  business 
was  fast  increasing ;  he  did  not  know  of  a  single  clerkship  that  could  be 
considered  a  sinecure.  Mr.  Niles,  of  Connecticut,  considered  the  meas" 
ure  an  improper  enlargement  of  executive  power  and  patronage.  Mr. 
Mason,  of  Virginia,  said :  "  You  create  fifty  new  offices  where  you  dimin- 
ish one.  We  progress  in  these  respects,  but  we  never  go  back."  Mr. 
Cidhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  called  the  measure  monstrous  and  ominous, 
tending  to  the  consolidation  and  concentration  of  power.  Many  hours  of 
debate,  marked  by  real  ability,  with  six  records  of  yeas  and  nays,  ended 
in  the  passage  of  the  bill,  31  to  25,  late  in  the  evening  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1849.  The  home  department  was  the  first  new  branch  of  the 
cabinet  which  had  been  created  since  1798,  when  the  navy  department 
was  organized,  under  the  administration  of  John  Adams.  The  postmas- 
ter-general was  not  considered  a  member  of  the  cabinet  until  the  adminis- 
tration of  General  Jackson,  although  the  department  of  the  general  post- 
office  was  organized  under  Washington's  administration,  in  1789. 

At  the  extra  session  of  the  senate  on  the  5th  of  March,  1849,  the  pres- 
ident pro  tern.,  Mr.  Atchison,  of  Missouri,  being  in  the  chair,  the  senators 
elect  were  requested  to  advance  to  the  chair  and  take  the  oath  prescribed 
for  them,  when  fourteen  sen^ttors,  whose  term  conunenced  on  the  4th  inst., 
were  qualified  and  took  their  seats.    When  the  name  of  the  Hon.  James 
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Shields,  of  Illinois,  was  called,  Mr.  Walker  of  Wisconsin,  rose  and  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  refer  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Shields  to  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  his  eligibility.  Mr. 
Berrien  moved  that,  in  order  that  the  proceedings  of  the  day  might  not  be 
interfered  with  (the  inauguration  of  the  president)  by  the  discussion  tG 
which  that  resolution  might  lead,  its  further  consideration  should  be  post- 
poned till  the  following  day ;  to  which  course  Mr.  Walker  assented.  On 
the  6th  of  March,  two  other  senators  elect  having  been  qualified  and  taken 
their  seats,  the  colleague  of  Mr.  Shields,  Mr.  Douglass,  asked,  on  behalf 
of  the  state  of  Illinois,  that  the  oath  might  be  administered  to  Mr.  Shields. 
His  credentials,  he  said,  were  in  due  form,  and  therefore  those  credentials 
entitled  him  to  a  seat  in  the  senate  upon  precisely  the  same  grounds  as 
the  senators  who  were  admitted  to  their  seats.  The  senate,  he  said,  had 
no  jurisdiction  over  Mr.  Shields  or  the  matter  until  he  was  admitted  to 
his  seat  as  one  of  its  members.  Mr.  Douglass  then  adduced  as  prece- 
dents the  cases  of  Mr.  Gallatin  and  others,  in  which  the  parties  had  been 
sworn  in,  and  the  question  of  ineligibility  discussed  after  they  had  taken 
their  seats.  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Mangum,  and  other  senators,  thought  the 
proper  coursb  to  be  adopted  was  to  allow  Mr.  Shields  to  be  sworn  in  at 
once.  After  some  discussion  this  was  agreed  to ;  General  Shields  was 
then  qualified  and  took  his  seat.  On  the  7th  of  March,  Messrs.  Benton, 
Felch,  Mason,  Webster,  and  Pearce,  were  appointed  to  inquire  into  his 
eligibility,  and  on  the  13th  they  reported,  through  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia, 
that  James  Shields  had  been  elected  by  the  state  of  Illinois  on  the  13th 
of  January,  1849 ;  that  he  had  admitted  that  he  was  by  birth  an  alien ; 
that  he  was  naturalized  October  21, 1840 ;  and  that  his  election  was  void, 
as  he  lacked  several  months  of  being  a  citizen  for  nine  years.  The  oath 
of  General  Shields,  when  naturalized,  October  21,  1840,  stated  that  he 
was  bora  in  Tyrone  county,  Ireland,  May  17,  1810  ;  came  to  the  United 
States  when  a  minor ;  and  had  resided  in  this  country  since  he  was  18 
years  old.  The  committee  reported  the  following  resolution :  "  That  the 
election  of  James  Shields  to  be  a  senator  of  the  United  States  was  void, 
he  not  having  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  the  term  of  years 
required  as  a  qualification  to  be  a  senator  of  the  United  States." 

On  the  question  being  stated,  viz.,  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 
General  Shields'tose  and  remarked,  that  there  was  no  competitor  to  contest 
his  seat ;  no  memorial  questioning  his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  senate.  He 
had  resided  in  Illinois  17  years ;  been  a  member  of  the  legislature,  an 
auditor,  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  that  state,  commissioner  of  the 
general  land-office,  a  general  in  the  United  States  army,  and  even,  for 
three  dajrs,  governor  of  Oregon — offices  requiring  naturalization.  The 
senator  from  Wisconsin  (Mr.  Walker),  however,  had  a  perfect  right  to  do 
what  no  citizen  of  Illinois  would  have  done ;  and  he  did  not  complain  of 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Walker.    Ferhaps  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so.    But  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


ADMINISTRATION  OP  TAYLOR.  *189a 

question  having  been  referred  to  an  honorable,  a  talented,  and  an  influen* 
tial  committee,  General  Shields  said,  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  remain 
entirely  passive,  to  let  the  matter  take  its  course,  to  submit  to  the  decision 
of  the  senate,  and  to  appeal  to  his  own  state.  If  she  deserted  him,  he  said, 
it  was  his  intention  (though  he  had  endeavored  to  prove  his  fidelity  to  Ms 
country  by  every  act  of  his  life)  never  to  offer  himself  again  for  office  in 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Mason  said  the  committee  were  guided  by  the  action  of  the  senate 
in  Mr.  Gallatin's  case.  Gallatin  was  bom  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  1761 ; 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1780 ;  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
state  of  Virginia  in  1789 ;  was  elected  to  the  senate  from  Pennsylvania 
in  1793  :  his  seat  was  contested  in  1794 ;  and  his  election  was  declared 
void  by  a  vote  of  14  to  12  in  the  senate— ^because  he  had  not  been  nine 
years  a  citizen. 

Mr.  Foote  having  moved  the  postponement  of  the  question  until  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next,  a  long  and  interesting  discussion  took 
place,  Mr.  Douglass  contending  that  the  resolution  of  the  committee  had 
been  based  upon  a  wrong  construction  of  the  constitution.  Mr.  Webster 
held  th&t  the  election  was  void,  because  the  person  upon  whom  the  elec- 
tion fell  was  not  competent  to  discharge  the  functions  of  the  office  that 
was  intended  to  be  conferred  upon  him ;  that  is  to  say,  to  be  a  senator 
from  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  for  six  years.  Now,  if  he  could  not  be  a 
senator  from  the  3d  of  March  for  six  years,  then  he  was  not  eligible  for 
the  senatorial  term ;  and  it  might  just  as  well  be  said  that  he  might  be 
elected  when  he  had  been  a  citizen  six  years,  and  await  the  lapse  of  three 
years  before  commencing  his  period  of  service,  as  it  may  be  said  that  he 
may  be  elected  and  await  the  lapse  of  nine  months.  That  proposition  he 
considered  so  clear  as  to  satisfy  any  gentleman  on  reflection.  Mr.  Gal-* 
houn  said  that  nothing  could  be  more  certain  than  that  if  General  Shields 
were  not  then  a  senator  he  could  not  become  such  by  postponement.  Mr. 
Calhoun  said  he  should  feel  bound  to  vote  for  the  resolution  properly 
amended.  His  opinion  was,  that  the  resolution  was  not  entirely  correct. 
It  would  seem  to  conclude  that  all  cases  of  election  are  void  unless  nine 
years  shall  have  expired  on  the  day  of  the  election.  ^  I  think,''  said  Mr. 
Calhoun,  *'  that  is  not  according  to  the  constitution.  My  opinion  is,  that 
if  the  nine  years  are  consummated  previous  to  the  4th  of  March,  the  elec- 
tion is  good  and  is  not  void.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  add  to  the  resolution 
the  following  words :  *  at  the  commencement  of  the  term  for  which  he 
was  elected.' "  Mr.  Webster  assented  to  this  construction,  and  hoped  the 
amendment  would  be  adopted.  General  Shields  asked  permission  of  the 
senate  to  tender  his  resignation.  After  a  lengthened  and  animated  dis* 
cussion  on  the  question  of  receiving  the  resignation,  Mr.  Hale,  of  New 
Hampshire,  moved  that  the  chair  be  instructed  to  inform  the  executive  of 
Illinois  that  General  Shields  had  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate,^  which 
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motion  waa  postponed ;  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Calhoun  to  the  resolutioa 
of  the  committee  was  adopted,  and  the  senate  refused,  by  a  vote  of  32 
to  12,  to  adopt  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Doughs,  of  the  same  tenor  as 
the  one  offered  by  Mr.  Hale,  namely,  requesting  the  vice-president  to 
Ittotify  the  executive  of  Illinois  that  General  Shields  had  resigned  his 
seat.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution  as  amended,  and  it 
was  adopted  without  a  division,  on  the  15th  of  March,  and  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  was  directed  to  be  certified  by  the  secretary,  and  transmitted  by 
the  vice-president  to  the  executive  of  Illinois. 

Thus  the  seat  of  General  Shields  was  declared  vacant,  and  the  gov- 
ernor of  Illinois,  believing  he  had  no  power  to  fill  it,  made  no  appoint- 
ment, but  called  the  legislature  together,  which  body  again  elected  General 
Shields  a  senator  of  the  United  States,  the  nine  years  probation  having 
expired. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  Mr.  Webster  offered  a  resolution,  which  was 
adopted,  that  the  president  be  requested  to  transmit  any  instructions  which 
may  have  been  given  to  the  United  States  minister  in  London,  offering  a 
further  extension  of  reciprocity  and  equality  in  the  laws  of  navigation. 

In  introducing  in  the  senate  the  resolution  referred  to  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  12th  of  March,  Mr.  Webster  said  that  he  offered  it  in  conse- 
quence of  information  received  by  the  very  latest  arrival  from  England. 
In  the  advices  by  the  last  steamer  at  Halifax,  and  transmitted  by  tele- 
graph, it  was  stated  that  the  president  of  the  board  of  trade  in  England 
'<  had  again  brought  forward  the  government  proposal  for  the  modification 
of  the  navigation  laws  ;  and  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  United  States  minister,  had 
stated,  that  to  whatever  extent  in  liberality  the  British  parliament  may  be 
disposed  to  legislatis  in  this  matter,  he  is  ready  and  willing  to  sign  a  con- 
vention immediately,  based  upon  the  most  complete  reciprocity,  so  a4  to 
open  the  entire  coasting  trade  of  the  two  countries  to  the  vessels  of  both 
nations."  Mr.  Webster  said  his  object  for  the  present  was  only  an  inquiry. 
If  it  were  the  pleasure  of  the  senate  to  adopt  the  resolution,  it  might  be 
answered  before  they  finally  adjourned.  But  if  there  were  not  an  oppor- 
tunity to  receive  an  answer  during  the  session  of  the  senate,  one  part  of 
his  purpose  would,  at  least,  be  accomplished,  that  of  drawing  the  atten- 
tion of  the  country  to  this  most  important  subject.  He  confessed  that  he 
was  a  little  startled  to  find  that  the  American  minister  now  remaining  in 
England,  had,  at  the  present  moment,  and  under  existing  circumstances, 
offered  to  throw  open  the  whole  coasting  trade  of  the  United  States  freely, 
and  without  discrimination,  to  British  vessels. 

If  we  enter  into  this  reciprocity  with  Great  Britain,  and  open  to  her  the 
whole  coasting  trade  of  the  United  States,  we  are  bound,  of  course,  to  do 
the  same  thing  to  the  ports  of  the  north  of  Europe.  It  would  be  well  for 
us  to  consider  the  experience  we  have  had,  since  we  opened  the  trade 
between  ourselves  and  certain  powers  of  Europe  and  America  to  the  ships 
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•nd  vessels  of  third  parties.  And  it  will  become  us  to  see  how. far  the 
interference  of  ships  and  vessels  of  the  northern  part  of  Europe,  for  exam- 
ple, in  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  Brazil,  has  lessened  or 
increased  the  interests  of  ships  owned  in  the  United  States,  and  all  those 
concerned  in  navigation. 

The  coasting  trade  proper,  Mr.  Webster  said,  between  England  and  her 
European  dominions,  was  infinitely  small,  compared  with  the  coasting  trade 
of  the  United  States.  The  coasting  trade  of  the  latter  employs  the  greater 
part  of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  trade,  as  it  is,  and  is 
to  be  hereafter,  will  employ  our  shipping  in  voyages,  some  of  which  will 
be  the  longest  prosecuted  on  the  globe.  They  will  be  voyages  from  the 
Atlantic  cities,  around  Cape  Horn,  to  Oregon  and  California.  If  any  propo- 
sition, as  it  seems  has  been  suggested,  should  be  adopted  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  it  would  follow  that  all  the  products  or  manu- 
factures of  the  United  States  might  be  carried  in  British  or  other  foreign 
ships  from  Boston  or  New  York,  not  only  to  New  Orleans,  but  round  the 
cape  to  our  own  ports  on  the  Pacific,  as  freely  as  they  might  be  carried 
in  our  own  vessels.  His  object  was  merely  to  ascertain  whether  it  was 
true  that  our  minister  to  England  had  been  authorized  to  enter  into  a  con- 
vention which  would  uproot,  substantially,  the  principles  of  our  navigation 
laws  as  they  have  existed  for  sixty  years.  The  subject  well  deserved  the 
attention  of  the  country. 

After  the  transaction  of  die  executive  business  of  nominations  to  office 
before  them,  the  senate  adjourned  on  the  21st  of  March. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  President  Taylor,  surrounded  by  his  constitu- 
tional advisers,  received  the  salutations  of  the  representatives  of  foreign 
governments  at  Washington,  on  the  occasion  of  his  accession  to  the  chief 
magistracy.  The  whole  number  of  the  members  of  foreign  legations 
present  was  thirty-two,  all  in  their  official  costumes. 

The  address  on  behalf  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  was  delivered  by  the 
oldest  member  of  that  corps  present,  Greneral  Don  Carlos  Maria  Do 
Alvear,  minister  plenipotentiary  and  extraordinary  of  the  Argentine  con- 
federation, in  the  following  terms :  — 

'' Mr.  President  :  The  diplomatic  corps  accredited  to  the  government  of 
die  United  States,  has  the  honor,  through  me,  to  express  to  you,  the  chief 
magistrate  of  this  republic,  their  sincere  congratulations  on  your  recent  elec- 
tion to  the  presidency,  which,  they  are  profoundly  convinced,  will  redound 
to  the  honor  and  happiness  of  the  great  people  over  whom  you  have  been 
called  to  preside ;  and  that  those  relations  of  peace  and  friendly  inter- 
course which  now  so  happily  exist  between  the  United  States  and  the 
various  countries  which  we  have  the  honor  to  represent,  will  be  preserved 
and  perpetuated,  to.  the  mutual  advantage  and  well  being  of  all.  And  you ' 
may  be  well  assured,  sir,  that  nothing  shall.be  wanting  -  on  our  part  to 
contribute  to  so  desirable  a  result.    We  take  advantage  of  this  occasioni 
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Mr.  President,  to  express  to  you  our  most  cordial  wishes  for  your  bealdi 
and  happiness.** 

To  which  address  the  president  replied:  *'Obntlemkn:  I  accept, 
with  lively  satisfaction,  the  congratulations  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  tender  to  me  upon  this  occasion.  You  may  be  assured  that  it  shall  be 
my  undeviating  endeavor  to  cultivate  with  the  nations  which  you  respect^ 
ively  represent,  the  most  cordial  relations  of  amity  and  good  will.  In 
this  I  shall  be  guided  by  the  cardinal  policy  of  this  government,  and,  I 
doubt  not,  cheered  by  your  kind  and  zealous  co-operation. 

"  Permit  me  also  to  offer  to  you,  individually,  my  best  wishes  for  your 
welfare." 

The  president  was  then  presented  individually  to  the  gentlemen  compo- 
sing the  corps,  exchanging  salutations  with  them  in  his  usual  cordial  manner. 

On  Monday,  March  19th,  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  M.  Bodisccf,  the  min- 
ister from  the  emperor  of  Russia  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
with  his  two  secretaries — not  having  been  able  to  attend  at  the  general 
reception  of  the  diplomatic  corps — was  received  by  the  president,  to 
whom  he  made  the  following  address : — 

''Mr.  Prbsioent:  Remarkable  military  deeds,  accomplished  amid 
difficulties,  and  enhanced  by  great  modesty,  have  brought  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  American  people  your  high  qualifications.  Your  energy 
and  your  wisdom  have  been  deservedly  appreciated,  and  magnificently 
rewarded,  by  the  supreme  ^magistracy  to  which  the  choice  of  a  great 
nations  has  elevated  you.  Tbe  conservative  principles  you  have  pro- 
claimed, and  the  assurances  you  have  given,  will  be  ever3rwhere  accepted 
as  pledges  of  peace ;  and  all  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  Union  must 
sincerely  wish  that  the  success  of  your  administration  should  completely 
correspond  to  your  good  intentions  and  devotion  to  your  country. 

''  The  emperor,  my  august  master,  taking  a  permanent  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  United  States,  has  learned,  with  great  satisfaction,  that  the 
national  decision  has  called  to  the  presidency  a  citizen  so  distinguished 
for  his  eminent  qualities  and  his  great  integrity. 

"  The  firm  and  honorable  policy  of  the  emperor,  the  benevolence  and 
purity  of  his  intentions,  give  great  facilities  to  his  ministers,  in  their  rela- 
tions with  the  governments  to  which  they  are  accredited.  I  am,  Mr. 
President,  highly  gratified  to  be  able  to  add,  that  my  official  intercourse 
has  always  been  perfectly  satisfactory.  The  successive  administrations^ 
during  the  time  of  my  residence  in  Washington,  have  uniformly  shown 
me  the  kindest  dispositions,  and  I  have  constantly  found  that  they  were 
equally  anxious  to  insure  the  continuation  of  the  excellent  relations  so 
happily  existing  between  Russia  and  the  United  States.  I  am  convinced, 
Mr.  President,  that  those  friendly  relations  will  receive  a  stronger  impulse 
under  your  auspices ;  and  you  will  permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  really 
wish  to  render  myself  worthy  of  your  confidence." 
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The  president  responded  in  the  following  terms  .-^ 

''Sir  :  The  desire  which  you  have  expressed,  to  render  yourself  worthy 
of  the  confidence  of  this  government,  can  not  fail  to  be  realized,  if  your 
future  career  shall  correspond  to  your  past  conduct.  During  the  long 
period  for  which  you  have  been  accredited  at  Washington,  you  have  formed 
ties  and  associations  in  our  country  which  have  given  yon  an  interest  in 
its  continued  and  increasing  prosperity ;  and  you  have  secured  the  friend- 
ship and  affection  of  the  social  circles  in  this  district,  while  the  confidence 
of  your  august  sovereign  has  been  the  merited  reward  of  your  fidelity  to  the 
true  honor  and  interests  of  Russia.  It  shall  be  my  study  to  cultivate  and 
strengthen  the  friendly  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Russia — 
relations  which  have  hitherto  been  cemented  by  mutual  good  offices,  and 
which  I  hope  may  ever  remain  unimpaired.  It  requires  no  prophetic  eye 
to  discern  that  a  mutually-beneficial  intercourse  is  destined,  and  perhaps 
speedily,  to  arise  between  the  territories  of  our  respective  nations,  which 
border  on  the  Pacific.  ^ 

'<  Thanking  you,  sir,  for  the  kind  allusions  you  have  been  pleased  to 
make  touching  myself  personally,  I  welcome  you  most  cordially,  as  a  gen- 
tleman with  whom  official  relations  will  be  made  agreeable  by  the  courtesy 
of  his  deportment,  and  as  the  representative  of  a  great  nation,  on  terms  of 
the  most  friendly  intercourse  with  my  country." 

Among  the  earliest  subjects  which  required  the  attention  of  the  new 
administration,  was  the  consideration  of  applications  for  office,  which 
were  numerous  and  urgent  from  the  adherents  of  the  successful  party, 
from  various  parts  of  the  Union.  Although  a  general  removal  of  persons 
appointed  to  office  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Polk  was  not  immedi- 
ately resolved  upon,  yet  the  president  and  cabinet  perceived  that  a  very 
general  change  was  expected,  not  only  in  the  appointments  of  ministers 
and  consuls  to  foreign  countries,  and  other  important  offices  in  the  domes- 
tic relations  of  the  country,  but  in  the  minor  and  less  responsible  offices 
connected  witl^  the  different  departments  of  the  government,  including 
those  under  the  control  of  the  postmaster-general.  To  relieve  the  presi- 
dent from  the  labor,  care,  and  embarrassments  of  personal  applications  to 
him  for  office,  as  had  been  practised  under  democratic  administrations,  it 
was  determined  by  General  Taylor  and  his  cabinet,  that  all  applications 
for  office  should  be  referred  to  the  dispartments  to  which  they  respectively 
belonged,  and  after  being  considered  by  the  head  of  such  department,  that 
the  decision  on  the  subject  should  be  made  at  a  meeting  of  the  president 
and  cabinet — after  which  the  nomination  should  be  made  by  the  presi- 
dent, if  during  the  recess,  and  the  commission  issued;  the  person  so 
appointed  then  to  enter  on  his  duties,  until  the  final  action  of  the  senate 
on  his  nomination  took  place. 

Under  these  circumstances,  numerous  appointments  to  office  were  made 
by  the  president  and  cabinet,  during  the  recess  of  the  senate,  and  were 
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▼ery  genersJly  confirmed  by  that  body  at  the  next  meeting  of  CongresSi 
although  much  dissatisfaction  was  felt  by  the  democratic  party,  and  ex- 
pressed by  the  newspaper  presses  opposed  to  the  administration.  It  was 
argued,  that  General  Taylor  havuig  avowed  his  independence  of  party  con- 
nections on  his  nomination  to  the  presidency,  he  had  consequently  received 
a  large  democratic  support  at  the  election,  and  that  it  was  not,  therefore, 
generally  expected  by  the  people  that  an  entire  removal  of  democrats 
holding  office  under  the  general  government  should  take  place.  A  differ- 
ent construction  of  the  president's  position,  however,  was  made  by  the 
cabinet  and  the  whig  press;  they  claimed  that  General  Taylor  was 
elected  as  a  whig,  and  that  the  people  had  given  him  full  power  by  the 
election  to  sustain  his  administration  by  the  appointment  of  his  friends  to 
office.  Removals  and  appointments,  therefore,  continued  to  be  made  from 
time  to  time,  although  the  change  was  not  complete,  many  democrats 
being  suffered  to  remain  in  office,  particularly  in  those  of  minor  consid- 
eration. 

It  soon  became  evident  that  whatever  course  the  administration  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor  might  pursue  with  regard  to  appointments  to  office,  it  would  not 
be  sustained  by  a  majority  in  the  national  legislature.  The  senate,  at  its 
meeting  on  the  5th  of  March,  to  act  on  executive  business,  was  ascer- 
tained to  have  a  decided  majority  against  the  administration,  and  notwith- 
standing the  favorable  indications  at  the  elections  of  members  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  in  1848,  and  previous  to  the  presidential  election,  the 
representatives  elected  to  the  31st  Congress  after  the  accession  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor  to  the  presidency,  during  the  year  1849,  showed  the  proba- 
bility of  an  opposition  majority  in  the  house,  when  they  should  assemble 
in  December  of  that  year. 

There  were  various  causes  which  operated  to  prevent  the  administra- 
tion from  being  sustained  by  a  majority  in  Congress.  In  the  first  place,  the 
great  personal  popularity  of  General  Taylor  in  consequence  of  his  mili- 
tary achievements,  and  the  great  confidence  felt  in  his  character  for  integ- 
rity, it  was  evident,  could  not  be  extended  to  other  persons  with  whom  he 
was  politically  connected.  Secondly,  there  were  but  few  points  of  dif- 
ference between  the  two  great  parties  of  whigs  and  democrats  sufficiently 
distinct  to  animate  and  cdl  out  the  voters  in  full  force  in  the  struggle  for 
power.  Various  measures,  once  deemed  important,  had  become  obsolete 
ideas,  and  others  were  supported  or  opposed  by  men  of  both  parties. 
Leaving  out  of  view  the  dissatisfaction  at  first  felt  by  many  of  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Clay  and  other  presidential  candidates  in  1848,  at  the  nomination 
of  General  Taylor  in  preference  to  old  and  long-tried  whigs,  the  elections 
for  members  of  Congress  showed  that  the  people  were  not  anxious  to 
sustain  the  president  by  a  majority  of  his  political  friends  in  the  legisla- 
tive branch  of  the  government.  It  was  also  proved  by  the  elections,  that 
the  appointments  to  office  and  other  transactions  of  the  cabinet  had  doae 
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Rodiing  to  strengthen  their  power  and  establish  their  influence  and  popu* 
Inrity.  The  president  and  his  cabinet  therefore  found  themselves,  in  a 
short  time  after  their  accession  to  power,  in  a  novel  and  embarrassing 
position,  and  they  awaited  the  ensuing  meeting  of  Congress  doubtless 
with  much  anxiety.  Previous  administrations  had  been  sustained  by  a 
majority  in  Congress,  but  that  of  General  Taylor  seemed  certain  of  en- 
countering an  opposition  majority  in  the  senate,  while  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, composed  of  three  distinct  parties,  had  a  doubtful  aspect  in 
advance.  The  third  party  was  composed  of  those  who  were  called 
'Tree-Soilers,"  advocating  the  application  of  restrictions  on  slavery  by 
the  acts  of  Congress  organizing  new  territories. 

It  seems  appropriate  in  this  place  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  appoint- 
ments to  office,  by  the  general  government,  and  in  doing  so  we  shall  par- 
tially adopt  the  language  of  a  writer  in  a  leading  political  review.  In 
every  stage  of  its  existence  since  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution, 
in  1789,  the  American  government  has  been  sustained  by  political  parties, 
and  the  measures  adopted  by  successive  administrations  have  generally 
been  of  a  party  character.  We  shall  assimie  it  to  be  a  rule  established 
and  certain,  that  offices  of  political  responsibility,  or  that  carry  with  them- 
a  weight  of  political  opinion,  for  the  impeding  or  accomplishing  the 
measure  of  the  party  in  power,  should  be  filled  by  men  of  that  party. 
For  the  same  reason  that  the  majority  of  a  state  legislature  will  send  only 
such  a  senator  as  will  truly  represent  their  opinion,  it  is  necessary  for  a 
president  to  choose  such  persons  to  be  members  of  his  cabinet  as  will 
represent  the  opinion  of  the  party.  It  were  clearly  an  absurdity  to  do 
otherwise ;  it  would  be  a  defeating  of  the  design  of  the  constitution, 
which  intends  that  the  majority  of  opinion  shall  have  its  way.  That 
offices  of  responsibility,  or  in  other  words,  such  offices  as  enable  their 
incumbents  to  operate  ex  officio  upon  the  opinion  of  the  people,  or  to 
thwart  or  execute  the  laws,  according  to  their  pleasure  or  displeasure — 
that  such  offices  should  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  members  of  the 
ruling  party  is,  we  think,  most  necessary ;  for  if  it  is  provided  by  the  con- 
stitution that  the  majority  should  shape  the  conduct  of  the  government,  it 
is  also  provided,  by  necessity,  that  those  only  should  be  appointed  to  exe- 
cute them,  by  whom  we  are  most  sure  they  will  be  fully  and  willingly 
executed.  From  this  point  of  view  it  appears  just,  and  even  constitutional, 
that  the  entrance  of  a  new  party  into  power  should  be  followed  by  an 
ejectment  of  all  from  office  who  were  the  originators,  supporters,  and  ex- 
ecutors, in  a  moral  sense,  of  the  measures  of  the  displaced  party.  The 
important  officers  chosen  by  the  people  have  been  changed  by  the  people, 
and  the  old  incumbents  ejected ;  and  it  is  equally  necessary  that  all  im- 
portant offices  which  carry  with  them  a  representative  influence,  bearing 
upon  opinion,  and  the  character  of  whose  incumbents  confirms  or  impairs, 
by  official  influence,  the  prevailing  party,  should  be  also  ejected.    Inde- 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1898*  ADMINISTRATION  OF  TAYLOR. 

pendently,  therefore,  of  all  theories  of  a  rotation  in  office ;  of  that  politi* 
cal  expediency  which  stimulates  the  canvasser  with  the  hopes  of  office ; 
independently,  also,  of  all  arguments  that  look  to  the  effect  of  office-hold* 
ing  upon  the  characters  of  men ;  we  hold  it  to  be  a  necessity  created  by 
the  nature  of  our  government,  that  the  change  of  rulers  accomplished  by 
the  votes  of  the  citizens  should  be  followed  by  a  change  in  the  character 
of  the  government  itself.  That  this  change  should  be  sufficiently,  but  not 
more  than  sufficiently,  extended  for  the  complete  establishment  of  the  party, 
and  the  accomplishment  of  all  its  measures,  during  the  four  years  of  its 
probation.  What  these  offices  may  be,  can  be  known  only  by  experience. 
It  might  not  seem,  at  first  view,  to  be  a  matter  of  the  least  importance 
whether  the  cabinet  should  be  of  one  mind  on  the  leading  questions  of 
policy  ;  and  yet  experience  has  shown  that  their  unanimity  on  all  impor 
tant  measures  is  necessary  for  the  efficient  conduct  of  the  government. 

In  a  word,  every  office  of  political  importance,  or  that  confers  a  power 
'to  impede  or  favor  the  execution  of  the  laws,  or  that  has  any  executive 
^responsibility  to  be  exercised  for  or  against  the  measures  of  the  majority, 
must  necessarily  be  filled  by  members  of  the  prevailing  party.  The  filling 
of  the  elective  offices  with  that  party  by  the  people,  gives  them  a  liberty 
of  carrying  out  the  popular  will  by  filling  appointments  with  the  same. 
The  purpose  of  the  popular  election  was  to  give  the  supporters  of  a  cer- 
tain system  of  policy  and  economy  a  fair  opportunity  of  trying  it.  The 
majority  judged  that  it  should  be  tried.  But  if  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
prevails  at  all,  it  should  prevail  entire,  or  it  is  of  no  force.  Half  meas- 
ures, or  impeded  measures  —  impeded  by  the  personal  opposition  of  mem- 
bers of  the  government,  would  not  answer  the  end ;  when  a  party  is  in 
power,  it  must  instate  itself  to  the  full,  and  rely  upon  the  full  efficacy  of 
its  policy  to  secure  the  favor  of  the  nation,  and  not  upon  any  compromises, 
or  bribes  to  influential  persons,  who,  in  the  end,  would  certainly  thwart 
and  traverse  the  measures  of  a  government  which  they  despise. 

The  foregoing  argument,  however,  is  not  intended  to  be  considered  as 
making  concessions  to  those  who  advocate  a  system  of  rotation  in  office. 
It  is  implied  by  the  doctrine  of  rotation,  that  the  office  is  created  for  the 
convenience  and  benefit  of  its  incumbent,  and  not  for  that  of  the  citizens 
at  large.  And  because  it  were  improper  to  favor  one  man  more  than  an- 
other, therefore  each  man  must  at  some  time  in  his  life  enjoy  an  office. 

Let  us  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  offices  are  in  fact  created  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  hold  them,  in  the  nature  of  pensions  and  annuities ; 
unless  they  are  equally  distributed  among  all,  they  are  converted  into  the 
most  odious  of  monopolies.  Some  persons  look  upon  offices  as  they  do 
upon  pensions  and  annuities,  as  benefits  created  for  those  who  hold  them, 
and  they  very  justly  conclude  that  these  benefits  should  be  enjoyed  in 
rotation  ;  but  when  it  is  perceived  that  offices  are  not  established  for  the 
benefit  of  their  incumbents,  the  idea  of  a  right  to  office,  or  a  term  in  office, 
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vani8he8  quite  away.  It  is  then  only  necessary  to  inquire  by  what  sys- 
tem of  appointments  the  performance  bf  official  duties  will  be  best 
secured ;  the  offices  being  established  for  the  public  benefit,  and  not  for 
the  convenience  of  office-loving  citizens. 

The  president  and  cabinet,  on  coming  into  power,  besides  the  subject 
of  appointments  to  office,  found  mftny  other  matters  claiming  their  prompt 
and  earnest  attention.  The  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  were 
generally  in  a  favorable  position,  but  there  were  some  diplomatic  arrange* 
ments  which  are  referred  to  in  the  first  annual  message  of  General  Tay- 
lor, that  received  the  consideration  of  the  new  administration,  and  such 
action  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  executive,  was  demanded  by  the  various 
exigencies  of  the  occasion.  Congress  having  failed  at  the  previous 
session  to  provide  territorial  governments  for  California  and  New  Mexico, 
the  president  was  left  to  act  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  by  which  those 
territories  had  been  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  both  remaining  under 
a  military  government  placed  in  power  by  the  late  administration. 

It  was  decided  by  the  president  not  to  disturb  the  arrangement  made 
under  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Polk,  and  therefore  he  did  not  interfere  with  the 
powers  of  the  military  commandant  in  California,  who  continued  to  exer- 
cise the  functions  of  civil  governor  as  before.  The  president  ^so  sent 
the  honorable  Thomas  Butler  King,  of  Georgia,  as  bearer  of  despatches  to 
California,  and  certain  officers  to  California  and  New  Mexico,  whose 
duties  were  defined  in  letters  of  instruction  from  the  executive,  who  also 
expressed  his  desire  that  each  territory,  if  prepared  to  comply  with  the 
requisitions  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  form  a  plan  of  a  state 
constitution,  and  submit  the  same  to  Congress,  with  an  application  for 
admission  into  the  Union  as  a  state.  A  claim  had  been  advanced  by  the 
state  of  Texas  to  a  very  large  portion  of  the  territory  commonly  designa- 
ted by  the  name  of  New  Mexico.  The  question  of  die  boundary  between 
these  two  sections  of  the  country  gradually  assumed  a  serious  aspect,  as 
Texas  insisted  upon  her  right  to  extend  her  Jurisdiction  over  a  considenip 
ble  portion  of  New  Mexico,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  unwilling  to 
be  separated  from  the  territory  to  which  they  had  always  considered 
themselves  as  belonging.  Nothing  satisfactory,  however,  could  be  done 
by  the  national  executive,  but  a  military  force  was  maintained  in  New 
Mexico,  to  preserve  tranquillity  until  the  boundary  question  could  be 
settled  by  the  action  of  Congress. 

The  new  territory  of  Oregon  was  organized  according  to  the  &ct  of 
Congress  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Polk.  A  new  governor  and 
other  officers,  including  Indian  agencies,  were  appointed  for  that  territory, 
by  President  Taylor,  and  measures  were  taken  to' complete  the  coast  sur- 
vey of  Oregon  and  California,  and  the  construction  of  lighthouses  author- 
ized by  Congress  on  the  former  coast  was  commenced. 

The  great  mineral  wealth  of  California,  particularly  the  abundance  of 
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gold  fouad  on  the  streams  wUch  water  that  territory,  attracted  to  the 
shores,  of  the  Pacific  large  bodies  of  adventurers.  The  commercial  im- 
portance of  San  Francisco  and  other  ports  of  California  soon  became 
apparent,  and  imposed  new  doties  on  the  goremment.  The  mines 
discovered  being  principally  on  the  public  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  geological  and  mineralogical  surveys  were  made  by  the  officers 
attached  to  the  corps  of  engineers,  apd  plans  were  devised  by  the 
government  agents  for  the  protection  of  persons  engaged  in  mining,  but 
it  was  evident  that  nothing  effectual  could  be  done  in  that  way  until 
a  regular  government  was  organized  in  the  territory.  A  large  pro- 
portion of  the  emigrants  to  California  passed  thither  from  the  Atlantic 
states  by  sea  around  Cape  Horn,  or  by  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  or  through 
Mexico,  but  large  numbers  of  settlers  from  the  western  states,  migrating 
to  Oregon  and  California,  made  the  journey  over  land,  across  the  Rocky 
mountains.  The  latter  required  protection  from  the  hostile  Indians 
always  to  be  found  traversing  the  immense  wilds  of  North  America 
between  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  vaUey  and  those  flowing  into  the 
Pacific.  To  protect  these  emigrants  and  the  greatly-extended  frontier  of 
the  United  States,  required  the  constant  attention  of  the  government,  and 
imposed  jiew  duties  on  the  military  department.  Intense  application  to 
important  business,  therefore,  was  imposed  upon  the  executive  and  his 
new  cabinet,  which  was  only  interrupted  on  the  part  of  the  president  by 
a  visit  during  the  summer  of  1849,  to  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York.  AfVer  a  few  weeks  he  returned,  in  feeble  health,  to  his  duties 
at  Washington. 

The  first  session  of  the  31st  Congress  commenced  on  Monday,  the  3d 
of  December,  1849,  and  continued  until  the  30th  of  September,  1850,  a 
period  of  302  days,  or  about  ten  months,  being  the  longest  and  most  ex- 
citing session  which  had  been  held  since  the  organization  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  opposition  to  the  administration  had  a  decided  majority  in  the 
senate  as  well  as  in  the  house  of  representatives,  but  in  the  latter  body  a 
part  of  the  opposition  consisted  of  "  free-soil"  men,  prmcipally  democrats, 
who  had  been  elected  by  that  portion  of  the  people  who  considered  the 
restriction  of  slavery  in  the  new  territories  as  a  paramount  question.  The 
free-soilers  were  few  in  number,  but  sufficient  to  hold  the  balance  of 
power  between  the  whigs  and  democrats  in  the  house  of  representatives. 

Precisely  at  the  hour  of  twelve,  meridian,  the  house  was  called  to 
order  by  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  30th  Congress.  The  roll  having  been  called,  it  appeared  that  223 
members  had  answered  to  their  names — the  whole  number  of  the  house 
when  full  being  231.  The  published  lists  of  the  members  elect  divided 
them  thus :  whigs  105 ;  democrats  112 ;  free-soilers  13 ;  and  one  vacancy 
in  Massachusetts.  The  clerk  having  announced  that  a  quorum  was  pres- 
ent, Mr.  Boyd,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  house  do  now  proceed  to  the 
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election  of  a  speaker  viva  voce.  No  objection  being  made,  and  teUen 
being  appointed  by  the  clerk,  the  house  proceeded  to  TOte  for  speaker. 
The  roU  having  been  called  in  alphabetical  order,  the  following  was 
declared  to  be  the  result  :— 

Howell  Cobb,  of  Georgia  (democrat),  103 ;  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts (whig),  96 ;  David  Wilmot,  of  Pennsylvania  (free-soil  demo- 
crat)^ 8 ;  Mere^th  P.  Gentry,  of  Tennessee  (whig),  6 ;  Horace  Mann, 
of  Massachusetts  (free»soil  whig),  2;  Mr.  Cleveland,  of  Connecticut 
(democrat),  1 ;  Mr.  Seddon,  of  Virginia  (democrat),  1 ;  Mr.  Orr,  of  South 
Carolina  (democrat),  1 ;  Mr.  Disney,  of  Ohio  (denyocrat),  1 ;  Mr.  Root,  of 
Ohio  (free  soil),  1 ;  James  Thompson,  of  Pennsylvania  (democrat),  1 : 
total  number  of  votes  221 — of  which  111  were  necessaiy  to  a  choice. 
Mr.  Cobb,  opposition  candidate,  therefore  fell  short  8  votes,  and  the  ad- 
ministration candidate,  Mr.  Winthrop,  was  15  votes  short,  of  an  election 
There  were  5  democrats,  it  will  be  perceived,  who  declined  voting  for 
the  former,  and  6  southern  and  2  northern  whigs  who  refused  to  vote  for 
Mr.  Winthrop,  exclusive  of  the  regular  vote  of  tiie  free-soilers.  The  6 
southern  whigs  refused  to  vote  with  their  party  for  speaker  without  a  dis- 
tinct committal  against  the  Wilmot  proviso  restricting  slavery  in  the  terri- 
tories acquired  from  Mexico.  This  could  not  be  conceded  by  the  whigs, 
and  Mr.  Winthrop  was  steadily  voted  against  by  a  few  southern  whigs  on 
one  side,  and  anti-slavery  men  elected  by  whig  votes  on  the  other,  while 
the  democrats  were  unable  to  concentrate  the  entire  vote  of  their  party  on 
Mr.  Cobb.  Four  unsuccessful  attempts  to  elect  a  speaker  took  place  the 
first  day,  when  the  house  adjourned  until  the  following  day.  A  protracted 
contest  then  took  place,  parties  continuing  to  vote  nearly  the  same,  as  to 
candidates,  for  some  days,  when  Mr.  Cobb's  name  was  withdrawn,  and 
other  candidates  tried  by  the  democrats  without  success ;  but  finally,  on 
the  1 1th  of  December,  showing  a  disposition  on  the  39th  vote  to  unite  on 
Mr.  William  J.  Brown,  of  Indiana.  Mr.  Brown  having  received  109 
votes  and  Mr.  Winthrop  101  (and  there  being  16  scattering  votes),  the 
latter  gentieman  thanked  his  friends  cordially  for  their  support,  and  with- 
drew his  name  as  a  candidate  for  speaker.  On  the  following  day,  a  coa- 
liion  Jiaving  been  nearly  completed  between  the  democrats  and  free-soil- 
ers, Mr.  Brown  received  on  the  fortieth  vote  112  votes  against  114  for 
other  candidates,  of  whom  no  one  received  over  26  votes. 

Mr.  Stanly  (whig),  of  North  Carolina,  then  offered  a  resolution,  that 
three  democrats  and  three  whigs  be  appointed  to  confer  as  to  the  choice 
of  proper  officers  of  the  house.  He  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject, 
which  were  replied  to  by  Mr.  Bayly  (democrat),  who,  among  other 
remarks,  observed,  that  **  the  bitter  fruit  which  we  are  tasting  is  the  legiti-  ' 
mate  fruit  of  the  tree  which  the  gentieman's  party  has  planted  and  fos- 
tered." This  he  attributed  to  the  doubtful  position  which  the  president 
elected  by  the  whigs  occupied  in  reference  to  an  absorbing  and  exciting 
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question  of  public  policy,  overriding  all  others,  and  sectional  in  its  charac- 
ter— alluding  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  the  restrictions  proposed  to 
be  imposed  upon  its  extension  into  the  new  territories.  The  democratic 
party,  Mr.  Bayly  said,  certainly  were  not  responsible  for  the  result.  In 
reply  to  an  insinuation  by  Mr.  Stanly,  that  something  improper  had  taken 
place  between  the  democratic  party  and  the  free-soilers,  Mr.  Bayly  said : 
"  I  am  rejoiced  that  the  gentleman  has  made  the  remarks  he  did.  It  ena- 
bles us  to  brand  the  rumor,  in  the  outset,  as  it  deserves.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  for  me  to  say  that  it  has  no  foundation  in  truth." 

Mr.  Ashmun  (whig),»of  Massachusetts,  then  asked  Mr.  Bayly  if  a  cor- 
respondence had  not  taken  place  between  the  member  from  Indiana  (Mr. 
Brown)  and  some  member  of  the  free-soil  party,  in  which  he  had  pledged 
himself  to  constitute  the  committees  in  a  manner  satisfactoiy  to  them. 
Mr.  Bayly  said  he  knew  of  no  such  correspondence ;  and  turning  to  Mr. 
Brown,  he  said, "  Has  any  such  correspondence  taken  place  ?"  Mr.  Brown 
shook  his  head,  and  Mr.  Bayly  said :  "I  am  authorized  to  say  that  no 
such  correspondence  has  taken  place.  The  house  is  in  a  condition  in 
which  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  be  organized  unless  the  free-soilers  vote 
with  one  of  the  great  parties  composing  it.  Suppose  they  had  offered  to 
vote  with  the  gentleman,  would  he  have  spumed  their  support?  Or 
would  he  have  considered  it  would  have  been  quite  right  in  us,  in  such  a 
contingency,  to  have  imputed  an  improper  combination  to  them  ?  We 
must  be  judged  of  by  the  character  of  the  great  body  of  our  party,  and 
not  of  those  who  are  accidentallly  thrown  with  us." 

Mr.  Bayly  subsequently  said,  that  since  he  was  last  up  he  had  held  a 
conversation  with  Mr.  Brown.  "  I  was  mistaken  in  saying  that  no  cor- 
respondence had  taken  place  between  him  and  the  free-soilers.  A  corre- 
spondence has  tak^n  place ;  but  in  that  he  assures  me  that  he  had  refused 
to  pledge  himself ;  and  had  said  no  more  than  that,  in  forming  the  com- 
mittees he  would  place  the  members  of  that  party  in  such  positions  as 
their  standing  in  the  house  and  country  would  seem  to  him  to  make 
proper.  But  the  correspondence  will  be  produced,  and  it  will  speak  foi 
itself."  Mr.  Brown,  of  Indiana,  being  called  upon,  made  an  explanation 
to  the  house  of  his  course  and  position.  Among  other  matters,  he  stalid 
that  all  the  free-soilers  had  asked  was  that  the  committees  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  on  the  judiciary,  and  on  the  territories,  should  be  so  consti- 
tuted as  that  every  section  of  the  Union  might  be  fairly  represented — the 
Wilmot  proviso  men  and  the  anti-Wilmot  proviso  men.  He  had  stated  to 
these  gentlemen  that  he  would  so  constitute  these  committees  as  that  all 
sections  of  the  Union  should  be  represented.  This  much  he  had  stated, 
and  by  that  position  he  would  abide  now. 

Mr.  Wilmot,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  leader  of  the  free-soilers,  addressed 
the  house,  stating  the  substance  of  his  conversation  with  Mr.  Brown.  He 
had  also  addressed  a  note  to  that  gentleman,  asking  him  whether,  if  elected 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


ADMINISTRATION   OF   TAYLOR.  *1903 

speaker,  he  would  so  organize  the  committees  as  to  be  satisfactory  to 
himself  and  friends.  From  the  verbal  conversations  which  he  had  held 
with  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Wilmot  said,  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  a  major- 
ity of  these  committees  would  be  composed  of  fair  northern  men. 

After  some  conversational  remarks  between  various  members,  Mr. 
Brown  read  to  the  house  a  copy  of  his.  letter  to  Mr.  Wilmot,  in  the  follow* 
ing  words  :^ 

"Washington,  December  10,  1849. 

"  Dear  Sir  :  In  answer  to  yours  of  this  date,  I  will  state,  that  should 
I  be  elected  speaker  of  the  bouse  of  representatives,  I  will  constitute  the 
committees  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  territories,  and  on  the  judi- 
ciary, in  such  maniUBr  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  yourself  and  your  friends. 
I  am  a  representative  from  a  free  state,  and  have  always  been  opposed  to 
the  extension  of  slavery,  and  believe  that  the  federal  government  should 
be  relieved  from  the  responsibility  of  slavery,  where  they  have  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  abolish  it.     I  am  yours  truly,  "  W.  J.  Brown. 

"  Hon.  David  Wilmot." 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Wilmot  to  which  the  foregoing  was  a  reply,  is  as 
follows :  — 

''December  10,  1849. 

*'  Dear  Sir  :  In  the  conversation  which  I  had  with  you  this  evening, 
you  were  free  to  say,  that  if  elected  speaker  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, you  would  constitute  the  committees  on  territories,  on  the  judiciary, 
and  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  a  manner  that  should  be  satisfactory  to 
myself  and  the  friends  with  whom  I  have  had  the  honor  to  act.  I  have 
communicated  this  to  my  friends ;  and  if,  in  reply  to  this  note,  you  can 
give  them  the  same  assurance,  they  will  give  you  a  cheerful  and  cordial 
support.     Respectfully  yours,  "  D.  Wilmot." 

Mr.  Brown  further  explained  to  the  house,  and  said  that  **  he  was  no  sec- 
tional man ;  and,  as  God  was  his  judge,  if  be  had  been  chosen  speaker  of  this 
house,  he  would  have  constituted  the  committees  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
give  satisfaction  to  both  the  north  and  the  south.  He  would  have  upon  these 
committees  the  ablest  men,  from  both  the  north  and  the  south."  Tender- 
ing his  earnest  and  sincere  thanks  to  his  friends  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  been  sustained,  he  withdrew  his  name  as  a  candidate.  He  said, 
further,  that  he  would  scorn  to  occupy  the  chair  under  circumstances  in 
which  his  action  was  liable  to  misrepresentation.  "  I  have  always,"  said 
Mr.  Brown,  "  opposed  the  agitation  of  this  question.  I  look  upon  slavery 
as  one  of  the  compromises  of  the  constitution.  I  will  stand  by  that  insti- 
tution, and  sustain  it  as  guarantied  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
And  I  am  gratified  that  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  say,  that  I  represent,  in 
part,  a  state  which  will  do  the  same  thing." 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia,  said :  *'  Had  I  known  of  the  existence  and 
character  of  the  correspondence  which  has  just  been  read,  and  of  the  in- 
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temews  preceding  it,  no  earthly  consideration  would  have  induced  me  to 
rote  as  1  did.  I  thought  the  insinuations  made  hy  the  gentlemen  from 
North  Carolina  and  Massachusetts,  when  they  made  their  remarks,  un- 
founded and  illiberal ;  but  I  rejoice  now  that  they  were  made,  and  I  thank 
them  for  them.  They  have  led  to  a  disclosure  to  which  the  country  was 
entitled  ;  and  it  has  been  made  in  time,  thank  God,  to  save  us  from  a  load 
of  obloquy .** 

Mr.  Brown  was  defended  by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Dunham,  after  which 
the  house  adjourned.  On  the  following  day  various  propositions  were 
made  to  bring  about  an  election  of  speaker,  but  nothing  was  agreed  upon, 
and  the  house  proceeded  to  vote  the  41st  time,  224  members  voting  for 
speaker,  but  no  candidate  receiving  over  59  votes,  that  number  being  given 
to  Mr.  Winthrop  and  40  to  Mr.  Cobb.  The  house  continued  to  vote  and 
debate  from  day  to  day  until  the  22d  of  December,  when,  after  59  unsuc- 
cessful attempts  from  the  first  vote  on  the  3d  of  December  had  been  made, 
to  choose  a  speaker,  the  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Stanton  (dem- 
ocrat); of  Tennessee,  was  adopted,  by  a  vote  of  113  to  106 :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  house  will  proceed  immediately  to  the  election  of 
speaker,  viva  voce;  and  if,  after  the  roll  shall  have  been  called  three 
times,  no  member  shall  have  received  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
votes,  the  roll  shall  again  be  called,  and  the  member  who  shall  then  receive 
the  largest  number  of  votes,  provided  it  be  a  majority  of  a  quorum,  shall  be 
declared  to  be  chosen  speaker." 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  vote  three  times  unsuccessfully  for  speaker. 
On  the  last  vote.  111  being  necessary  to  a  choice,  Mr.  Winthrop  and 
Mr.  Cobb  each  received  97  votes,  and  there  were  27  scattering.  There- 
upon a  final  vote  was  taken,  it  being  the  63d  time  from  the  commence* 
ment,  and  the  following  was  the  result :  for  Mr.  Cobb,  102 ;  Mr.  Win- 
throp, 99 ;  Mr.  Wilmot  (free  soil),  8 ;  and  there  were  12  scattering  votes 
(viz.,  5  whigs,  6  democrats,  and  one  free  soil) :  total,  221  votes. 

Mr.  Cobb,  the  democratic  candidate,  having  received  a  plurality,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Stanly  (whig),  of  North  Carolina,  it  was  resolved,  "That  the 
Hon.  Howell  Cobb,  a  representative  from  the  state  of  Georgia,  be  declared 
duly  elected  speaker  of  the  house  for  the  3l8t  Congress — which  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  147  to  34.  Mr.  Cobb  was  then  conducted 
to  the  chair  by  Mr.  Winthrop,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  McDowell,  of 
Virginia,  and  made  his  acknowledgments  in  a  suitable  speech. 

The  house  having  been  organized  by  the  election  of  speaker,  the  presi-^ 
dent's  message  was  received  on  the  24th  of  December,  three  weeks  after 
the  day  that  Congress  had  assembled.  After  another  tedious  and  pro- 
tracted contest  in  the  election  for  clerk  of  the  house,  Thomas  J.  Campbell, 
the  whig  candidate,  was  elected  on  the  20th  trial,  receiving  112  votes 
against  109 — several  democrats  voting  for  him,  to  end  the  controversy. 

After  Congress  had  been  completely  organized  by  the  election  of  its 
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officers,  a  vebement  and  protracted  straggle  commenced  witli  regard  to 
the  organization  (rf  the^ew  territories,  the  admission  of  California,  and 
the  boundary  between  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  all  of  which  subjects 
were  connected  with  the  agitation  of  the  question  of  the  extension  of 
slavery. 

The  senate  formed  a  quorum  on  the  3d  of  December,  when  the  vice- 
president,  Mr.  Fillmore,  took  the  chair.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  who 
had  been  re-elected,  and  Mr.  Shields,  of  Illinois,  who  had  been  again 
chosen  by  the  legislature  of  that  state,  were  present,  And  being  qualified 
took  their  seats. 

On  the  21st  of  January,  the  president,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  transmitted  a  special  message  on  the  affairs  of 
California  and  New  Mexico,  stating  that  he  had  advised  the  people  of 
those  territories  to  form  state  constitutions,  and  submit  the  same  to  Con- 
gress, with  a  prayer  for  iidmission  into  the  Union.  He  also  stated  the 
difficulties  with  Texas  respecting  the  boundary  between  that  state  and 
New  Mexico ;  and  that  the  people  of  the  western  part  of  California  had 
formed  a  constitution  which  they  would  submit  to  Congress,  and  the  pres« 
ident  urged  it  upon  their  consideration.  The  proposed  state  was  called 
Deseret  by  the  inhabitants,  but  it  was  afterward  organized  as  a  territory 
under  the  name  of  Utah. 

The  president's  plan  of  adjusting  the  difficulties  between  the  north 
and  south,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  made  no  provisimi  for  the  settlement 
of  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  state  claimed  to  include  most  of  the 
people  of  New  Mexico  and  her  entire  territory  east  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
within  the  former's  limits  and  rightful  jurisdiction.  To  this  assumption 
the  people  of  New  Mexico  manifested  the  most  determined  and  active 
hostility. 

The  people  of  California,  having  held  a  convention  for  that  purpose,  had 
adopted  a  state  constitution,  which  the  president  transmitted  to  Congress 
on  the  13ih  of  February,  and  the  question  of  its  admission  into  the  Union 
was  among  the  earliest  subjects  under  debate  in  both  houses.  Previously, 
namely,  on  the  16th  of  January,  Mr.  Foote,  of  Mississippi,  had  presented 
in  the  senate  a  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment in  California,  Deseret,  and  New  Mexico,  and  to  enable  the  people 
of  Jacinto,  with  the  assent  of  Texas,  to  provide  a  constitution  and  state 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  state  into  the  Union,  upon 
an  eqn^l  footing  with  the  original  states,  in  all  respects  whate^r."  The 
same  subject  came  up  as  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  22d,  and  was 
debated  at  great  length.  On  the  29th  of  January,  Mr.  Clay  presented 
a  series  of  resolutions  as  a  basis  of  compromise  to  settle  the  various 
questions  agitated  in  Congress  relative  to  the  restriction  of  slavery 
— providing  for  the  admission  of  California  into  the  Union  as  a  state ; 
the  formation  of  territorial  govemmente  in  other  parts  of  the  territory 
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acquired  from  Mexico ;  fixing  the  boundary  of  Texas  and  New  Metico ; 
proposing  to  Texas  to  pay  off  her  debt  contracted  prior  to  annexation  to 
the  United  States ;  declaring  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  while  that  institution  exists  in  Maryland,  without 
the  consent  of  that  state  and  that  of  the  people  of  the  district,  and  without 
just  compensation  to  the  owners  of  slaves  within  the  district ;  declaring 
that  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit  the  slave-trade  in  the  district ;  that  more 
effectusl  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  the  restitution  of  fugitive 
slaves ;  and  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  prohibit  or  obstruct  the  trade 
in  slaves  between  the  slaveholding  states.  These  resolutions  were  sup- 
ported and  explained  by  Mr.  Clay,  in  an  elaborate  speech,  which  was 
replied  to  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  and  other  senators  from  the 
south,  in  opposition,  also  by  Mr.  Seward,  of  New  York,  and  other  north- 
em  senators,  who  opposed  the  resolutions  as  conceding  too  much  to  the 
slaveholding  interest.  Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  sustained  the  plan 
of  compromise.  In  aUusion  to  the  project  of  disunion,  he  scouted  the 
idea  of  peaceable  secession.  Secession  there  might  be,  but  it  would  be 
revolution.  He  said  that  any  scheme  proposed  by  southern  gentlemen  for 
the  mitigation  of  the  admitted  eyils  of  slavery,  would  meet  wi^  his  full 
consent  and  hearty  concurrence. 

Governor  Brown,  of  Florida,  having  been  asked  by  the  Florida  delega- 
tion in  Congress  to  use  his  official  authority  in  organizing  a  plan  df  repre- 
sentation for  that  state  in  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the  slaveholding 
states  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  in  reply  disclaimed  all  authority  for  that 
purpose.  He  considered  such  a  convention  as  revolutionary  in  its  tendency, 
and  directly  against  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  31  St  of  March,  John  C.  Calhoun,  a  senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, died  at  Washington,  being  a  few  days  over  68  years  of  age.  He 
had  been  for  some  time  in  declining  health,  and  the  excitement  of  the 
recent  events  in  Congress  proved  too  much  for  his  undermined  constitu- 
tion. Mr.  Calhoun  had  occupied  a  conspicuous  position  in  public  life  for 
nearly  half  a  century,  successively  occupying  the  stations  of  a  member  of 
the  legislature  of  his  own  state  ;  a  representative  in  Congress ;  secretary 
of  war  in  Monroe's  administration ;  vice-president  of  the  United  States : 
a  senator  from  South  Carolina ;  secretary  of  state  in  the  cabinet  of  John 
Tyler;  and  again  United  States  senator — in  which  station  he  remained 
until  his  death. 

On  the  leth  of  April,  Mr.  Campbell,  clerk  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, died,  and  on  the  15th  the  speaker  announced  the  event  to  the  house, 
which  adopted  resolutions  of  respect  for  his  memory.  On  the  16th  the 
house  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  clerk,  and  on  the  17th  Richard  M. 
Young,  democrat,  was  chosen,  receiving  96  votes  against  92  for  other  can- 
didates. Mr.  Young  had  some  years  previous  been  a  United  States 
senator  from  Illinois. 
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Mr.  Crawford,  secretary  of  war,  made  a  communication  to  the  house  of 
representatives  on  the  3d  of  Aphl,  asking  an  investigation  into  his  con- 
duct in  relation  to  a  claim  of  the  representatives  of  George  Galphin, 
which  claim  had  been  adjudicated  at  one  of  the  departments  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  was  attracting  public  attention.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Toombs, 
of  Georgia,  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  nine  mem- 
bers, to  be  appointed  by  the  speaker. 

This  Galphin  claim  was  an  affair  of  long  standing  against  the  govern- 
ment, but  had  been  finally  passed  upon  by  C!ongress,  and  paid  by  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasuiy,  with  interest,  the  opinion  of  the  attorney-general 
being  given  in  favor  of  payment  of  principal  and  interest.  The  amount 
had  been  paid  to  Mr.  Crawford,  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  cabi- 
net, he  being  one  of  the  parties  interested  in  the  claim.  The  objection 
to  this  settlement  of  the  claim,  by  a  large  portion  of  the  public  and  in 
Congress  was,  that  Mr.  Crawford  had  made  use  of  his  position  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  cabinet  to  obtain  payment  of  an  unusually  large  amount,  prin- 
cipal and  interest,  the  interest  being  dwelt  upon  as  most  objectionable. 
The  select  committee  reported  a  statement  and  resolutions  on  the  17th  of 
May,  the  latter  declaring  that  the  claim  was  not  a  just  demand  against 
the  United  .States — that  the  act  of  Congress  made  it  the  duty  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  pay  the  principal;  but  that  the  act  did 
not  authorize  the  secretary  to  pay  the  interest  on  said  claim,  and  the 
latter  was,  therefore,  not  in  conformity  with  law  or  precedent.  A  mi- 
nority report  was  also  presented,  declaring  that  the  pajrment  of  both 
principal  and  interest  of  the  claim*  had  been  in  conformity  to  law  and 
precedent. 

Protracted  debates  took  place  on  this  matter,  but  it  remained  undecided 
until  the  24th  of  September,  when  Mr.  Crawford  sent  another  communi- 
cation to  the  houscf  asking,  as  the  payment  of  interest  was  a  judicial 
question,  that  legal  proceedings  should  be  instituted  against  him.  A  joint 
resolution  directing  the  president  to  cause  such  suit  to  be  brought  against 
Mr.  Crawford,  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  district  of  Georgia,  passed  the 
house  of  representatives  by  a  vote  of  142  to  20,  but  the  following  day 
was  laid  on  the  table  in  the  senate,  by  a  vote  of  27  to  25 ;  and  thus  the 
matter  terminated  for  the  session.  , 

On  the  25th  of  February,  Mr.  Foote,  of  Mississippi,  moved  that  the 
subject  of  territorial  governments  for  California,  Deseret  (or  Utah),  and 
New  Mexico,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  thirteen,  with  instruc- 
tions to  take  upon  themselves  the  duty  of  endeavoring  to  procure  a  com- 
promise embracing  all  the  questions  now  arising  out  of  the  institution  of 
slavery.  This  resolution  was  taken  up,  and  discussed  from  time  to  time, 
but  was  not  finally  disposed  of  until  the  18th  of  April,  when  it  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  30  to  22 — the  resolutions  of  compromise  offered  by 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  and  others  by  Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  being  also 
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ordered  to  be  refeired  to  the  same  committee,  who  the  next  day  were 
choBen  by  ballot,  and  Mr.  Clay  elected  chairman. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  Mr.  Clay,  from  the  select  committee,  reported  a 
plan  of  compromise  in  a  series  of  bills,  the  first  to  admit  California  as  a 
styte,  to  establish  territorial  governments  for  Utah  and  New  Meidco,  and 
making  proposak  to  Texas  for  the  establishment  of  her  boundaries ;  second 
-—a  bill  to  provide  for  the  recoveiy  of  fugitive  slaves ;  and  third — a  bill 
abolishing  the  slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  These  compro- 
mise measures  led  to  a  long  series  of  debates,  but  they  were  all  rejected 
on  the  31st  of  July,  by  striking  out  all  the  material  parts  except  the  prop- 
osition to  establish  a  territorial  government  in  Utah. 

Another  course  was  then  adopted,  and  on  the  2d  of  August  the  senate, 
by  a  vote  of  30  to  22,  passed  a  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Mary- 
land, to  settle  the  boundary  of  Texas,  and  to  pay  that  state  ten  millions  of 
dollars  in  consideration  of  reduction  of  boundaries,  cession  of  territory,  and 
relinquishment  of  claims  against  the  United  States.  Other  measures  of 
compromise  easily  foUowed.  A  bill  for  the  admission  of  California  as  a 
state,  passed  the  senate  on  the  I3th  of  August — 34  to  18 ;  on  the  15th,  a 
bill  for  providing  a  territorial  government  for  New  Mexico  also  passed ; 
and  subsequently,  in  September,  a  fugitive-slave  bill,  and  a  bill  for  the 
suppression  of  tbe  slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  also  passed  the 
senate,  the  former  by  a  vote  of  27  to  12 — the  latter  by  3^  to  19.  These 
bills  all  passed  the  house  of  representatives  during  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, and  receiving  the  signature  of  President  Fillmore,  became  laws.  The 
vote  in  the  house,  on  the  Texas  boundary  bill,  was  108  to  98  ;  on  the  bill 
for  the  admission  of  California,  150  to  57 ;  on  the  Utah  bill,  97  to  85 ;  on 
the  fugitive-slave  bill,  109  to  75 ;  on  the  act  to  suppress  the  slave-trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  124  to  59.  The  Texas  boundary  bill  from  the 
senate  was  amended  in  the  house,  by  providing  for  the  territorial  organi- 
zation of  New  Mexico,  and  in  that  shape  was  concurred  in  by  the  senate. 
The  constitution  of  California,  framed  by  a  convention  of  the  people  of 
that  state,  prohibited  slavery ;  which  prohibition  was  of  course  recognised 
by  the  act  of  Congress  admitting  the  state  into  the  Union.  The  bills 
providing  for  the  territorial  governments  of  New  Mexico  and  Utah  left  the 
question  of  slavery  open  for  future  decision. 

In  the  month  of  June,  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the  slaveholding 
states  was  held  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  adopted  sundry  resolutions 
on  the  slavery  question  ;  presenting  two  alternatives  for  the  settlement  of 
the  controversy,  viz.,  the  early  enactment  by  Congress  of  such  laws  as. 
may  be  necessary  and  expedient  to  secure  to  the  slaveholder  wishing  to 
emigrate  to  the  territories  with  his  slaves,  his  rights  of  ownership  in  them ; 
or  a  partition  of  the  territories  between  the  slave  and  free  sections  of  the 
country,  on  the  basis  of  the  Missouri  compromise  line  {36^  30^  north 
latitude). 
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In  tbe  midst  of  the  exciting  debates  in  Congress,  and  when  the  public 
anxiety  was  at  its  height  respecting  the  agitation  of  the  slavery-extension 
question,  the  troubles  in  Texas  respecting  the  boundary  with  New  Mex- 
ico, and  the  application  for  the  admission  of  California  into  the  Union,  the 
nation  was  startled  with  the  melancholy  tidings  of  the  death  of  General 
Taylor,  president  of  the  United  States.  In  our  memoir  of  the  president, 
we  have  stated  the  particulars  of  his  death,  which  took  place  on  the 
evening  of  the  9th  of  July.  This  event  was  officially  announced  by  Mr. 
Fillmore,  the  late  vice-president,  who,  by  the  constitution,  imn\ediately 
succeeded  to  the  presidency,  in  a  message  to  both  houses  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing communication  to  the  senate :  — 

«*  Washington,  July  10,  1850. 
"  To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:— 

"  In  consequence  of  the  lamented  death  of  Zachary  Taylor,  late  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  I  shall  no  longer  occupy  the  chair  of  the  senate ; 
and  I  have  thought  that  a  formal  communication  to  that  effect,  through 
your  secretary,  might  enable  you  the  more  promptly  to  proceed  to  the 
choice  of  a  presiding  officer.  ''  Millard  Fillmore." 

On  the  following  day,  William  R.  King  was  unanimously  elected,  by 
resolution,  president  pro  tctn,  of  the  senate. 

The  several  members  of  the  cabinet  who  had  been  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Taylor  having  immediately  tendered  their  resignations  to  the  new 
president,  Mr.  Fillmore,  and  the  same  having  been  accepted,  the  adminis« 
tration  of  General  Taylor  was  terminated.  No  important  acts  of  Congress 
having  been  matured  previous  to  his  death,  the  administration  of  General 
Taylor  had  no  opportunity  to  develop  itself,  except  by  the  actions  of  the 
executive  in  appointments  to  office,  and  such  measures  were  intrusted  to 
the  president  by  the  constitution  and  laws.  Embarrassed  as  he  was  by 
the  delay  of  settlement  of  important  questions  by  Congress,  the  public,  it 
is  believed,  were  generally  satisfied  with  the  good  intentions  of  General 
Taylor,  and  his  exertions  to  preserve  tranquillity,  and  to  conscientiously 
perform  the  duties  of  his  high  office.  His  public  character  as  a  civilian 
during  his  brief  career  in  the  executive  chair,  must  be  known  and  appre- 
ciated by  the  principles  avowed  in  his  inaugural  address ;  and  by  the  rec- 
ommendations in  his  communications  to  Congress. 
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OF 


MILLARD  FILLMORE 


John  Fillmore,  the  great  grandfather  of  Millard  Fillmore,  and  the 
common  ancestor  of  all  of  that  name  in  the  United  States,  was  of  English 
6rigin,  and  was  bom  about  the  year  1702,  in  Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  and 
feeling  a  strong  propensity  for  a  sea-faring  life,  at  the  age  of  about  nineteen 
went  on  board  a  fishing  vessel,  which  sailed  from  Boston.  The  vessel  had 
been  but  a  few  days  out  when  it  was  captured  by  a  noted  pirate-ship,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Phillips,  and  young  Fillmore  was  kept  as  a  prisoner. 
He  remained  on  board  the  pirate-ship  nine  months,  enduring  every  hard- 
ship which  a  strong  constitution  and  firm  spirit  were  capable  of  sustaining ; 
and,  though  frequently  threatened  with  instant  death  unless  he  would  sign 
the  piratical  articles  of  the  vessel,  he  steadily  refused  until  two  others  had 
been  taken  prisoners,  who  also  refusing  to  join  the  crew,  the  three  made 
an  attack  upon  the  pirates,  and,  after  kiUing  several,  took  the  vessel  and 
brought  it  safe  into  Boston  harbor.  The  narrative  of  this  adventure  has 
been  for  many  years  in  print,  and  details  one  of  the  most  daring  and  suc- 
cessful exploits  on  record.  The  surviving  pirates  were  tried  and  execu- 
ted, and  the  heroic  conduct  of  the  captors  was  acknowledged  by  the 
British  government.  John  Fillmore  afterward  settled  in  that  part  of  the 
town  of  Norwich  now  called  Franklin,  in  Connecticut,  where  he  died. 

His  son,  Nathaniel  Fillmore,  settled  at  an  early  day  in  Bennington, 
Vermont,  then  called  the  Hampshire  grants,  where  he  lived  till  his  death, 
in  1814.  He  served  in  the  French  war,  and  was  a  true  whig  of  the  rev- 
olution, proving  his  devotion  to  his  country's  cause  by  gallantly  fighting 
as  a  lieutenant  under  General  Stark,  in  the  battle  of  Bennington. 

Nathaniel  Fillmore,  his  son,  and  father  of  Millard,  was  bom  at  Ben- 
nington on  the  19th  of  April,  1771,  and  early  in  life  removed  to  what  is 
now  called  Summer  Hill,  Cayuga  county.  New  York,  where  Millard 
was  bom,  January  7th,  1800.  Nathaniel  was  a  farmer,  and  soon  after 
lost  all  his  property  by  a  bad  title  to  one  of  the  military  lots  he  had  pur- 
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chased.  About  the  year  1802,  he  removed  to  the  town  pf  Sempronins 
(now  Niles)  in  the  same  county,  and  resided  there  until  1819,  when  he 
removed  to  Erie  county,  where  he  still  lives,  cultivating  a  small  farm  with 
his  own  hands.  He  was  a  strong  and  uniform  supporter  of  Jefferson, 
Madison,  and  Tompkins,  and  is  now  a  firm  whig. 

His  mother,  Phebe  Millard,  the  daughter  of  Doctor  Abiathar  Millard, 
was  born  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts.  She  was  a  woman  of  limited  edu- 
cation, but  of  a  very  high  order  of  intellect,  united  with  a  native  grace 
and  beauty,  and  exquisite  sensibility,  that  distinguished  her  among  her 
sex.  She  died  in  1831,  and  consequently  did  not  live  to  enjoy — what 
only  a  fond  mother  can  appreciate — the  national  reputation  of  her  son. 

The  narrow  means  of  his  father  deprived  Millard  of  any  advantages  of 
education  beyond  trhat  were  afforded  by  the  imperfect  and  ill-taught  com- 
mon schools  of  the  county.  Books  were  scarce  and  dear,  and  at  the  age 
of  fourteen,  when  more  favored  youths  are  far  advanced  in  their  classical 
studies,  or  enjoying  in  colleges  the  benefit  of  well-furnished  libraries, 
young  Fillmore  had  read  but  little  except  his  common  school-books  and 
the  Bible.  At  that  period  he  was  sent  into  the  then  wilds  of  Livingston 
county,  to  learn  the  clothier's  trade.  He  remained  there  about  four 
months,  and  was  then  placed  with  another  person  to  pursue  the  same 
business  and  wool-carding  in  the  town  where  his  father  lived.  A  small  vil* 
lage  library  that  was  formed  there,  soon  after,  gave  him  the  first  means  of 
acquiring  general  knowledge  through  books.  He  improved  the  opportu- 
nity thus  offered ;  the  appetite  grew  by  what  it  fed  upon.  The  thirst  for 
knowledge  soon  became  insatiate,  and  every  leisure  moment  was  spent  in 
reading.  Four  years  were  passed  in  this  way,  working  at  his  trade,  and 
storing  his  mind,  during  such  hours  as  he  could  command,  with  the  con- 
tents of  books  of  histoiy,  biography,  and  travels.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
he  fortunately  made  an  acquaintance  with  the  late  Walter  Wood,  Esq., 
whom  many  will  remember  as  one  of  the  most  estimable  citizens  of  Cay- 
uga county.  Judge  Wood  was  a  man  of  wealth  and  great  business  capa- 
city :  he  had  an  excellent  law  library,  but  did  little  professional  business. 
He  soon  saw  that  under  the  rude  exterior  of  the  clothier's  boy  were  pow- 
ers that  only  required  proper  development  to  raise  the  possessor  to  high 
distinction  and  usefulness,  and  advised  him  to  quit  his  trade  and  study 
law.  In  reply  to  the  objection  of  a  lack  of  education,  means,  and  friends, 
to  aid  him  in  a  course  of  professional  studies,  Judge  Wood  kindly  offered 
to  give  him  a  place  in  his  office,  to  advance  money  to  defray  his  expenses, 
and  wait  until  Success  in  business-  should  furnish  the  means  of  repayment. 
The  offer  was  accepted.  The  apprentice  boy  bought  his  time,  entered 
the  office  of  Judge  Wood,  and  for  more  than  two  years  applied  himself 
closely  to  business  and  study.  He  read  law  and  general  literature,  and 
studied  and  practised  surveying. 

Fearing  he  should  incur  too  large  a  debt  to  his  benefactor,  he  taught 
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school  for  three^onths  in  the  year,  and  acquired  the  means  of  partially* 
supporting  himself.  In  the  fall  of  1821,  he  removed  to  the  county  of 
Erie,  and  the  next  spring  entered  a  law  office  in  Buffalo.  There  he  sus* 
tained  himself  by  teaching,  and  continued  his  legal  studies  until  the  spring 
of  1823,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  Common  Pleas,  and  being  too  diffi- 
dent of  his  then  untried  powers  to  enter  into  competition  with  the  older 
members  of  the  bar  in  Buffalo,  he  removed  to  Aurora  in  that  county, 
where  he  commenced  the  practice  of  law.  In  1826,  he  was  married  to 
Abigail  Powers,  the  youngest  child  of  the  Rev.  Lemuel  Powers,  deceased, 
by  whom  he  has  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter.  She  is  a  lady 
of  great  worth,  modest  and  unobtrusive  in  her  deportment,  and  highly^ 
esteemed  for  her  many  virtues.  Mrs.  Fillmore  is  descended  on  the  ma- 
ternal side  from  Henry  Leland,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Massachusetts. 

In  1827,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  admitted  as  an  attorney,  and  in  1829,  as  a 
counsellor,  in  the  supreme  court.  Previous  to  this  time  his  practice  had 
been  very  limited,  but  his  application  to  juridical  studies  had  been  con- 
stant and  severe,  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  during  these  few  years- 
of  comparative  seclusion  he  acquired  that  general  knowledge  of  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  the  law  which  has  mainly  contributed  in  after-life- 
to  give  him  an  elevated  rank  among  the  members  of  that  liberal  profes- 
sion. His  legal  acquirements  and  skill  as  an  advocate,  soon  attracted  tho 
attention  of  his  professional  brethren  in  Buffalo,  and  he  was  offered  a; 
highly-advantageous  connection  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in  that 
ci^f  which  he  accepted,  and  removed  there  in  the  spring  of  1830,  m 
which  place  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  election  as  comptroller,  and 
removal  to  Albany,  in  the  winter  of  1847. 

His  first  entrance  into  public  life  was  in  January,  1829,  when  he  took 
his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  assembly,  from  Erie  county,  to  which 
office  he  was  re-elected  the  two  following  years.  The  democratic 
party  in  those  three  sessions,  as  for  many  years  before  and  af^er,  held 
triumphant  sway  in  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  and  but  little  opportu- 
nity was  afforded  a  young  member  of  the  opposition  to  distinguish  himself. 
But  talent,  integrity,  and  assiduous  devotion  to  public  business,  will  make 
a  man  felt  and  respected,  even  amid  a  body  of  opposing  partisans ;  and 
Mr.  Fillmore,  although  in  a  hopeless  minority,  so  far  as  any  question  of 
a  political  or  party  bearing  was  involved,  on  all  question  of  a  general 
character  soon  won  the  confidence  of  the  house  in  an  unexampled 
degree.  It  was  a  common'  remark  among  the  members,  "  If  Fillmore 
says  it  is  right,  we  will  vote  for  it." 

The  most  important  measure  of  a  general  nature  that  came  up  during 
his  service  in  the  state  legislature,  was  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment 
for  debt.  In  behalf  of  that  great  and  philanthropic  measure,  Mr.  Fill- 
more took  an  active  part,  urging  with  unanswerable  arguments  its  justice 
and  expediency,  and,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  on  the  subject,  aid- 
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iog  to  perfect  its  details.  That  portion  of  the  bill  relating  to  the  justices* 
courts  was  draughted  by  him,  the  remainder  being  the  work  of  the  Hon. 
John  C.  Spencer.  The  bill,  which  was  introduced  by  Silas  M.  Stilwell, 
•of  New  York,  met  with  a  fierce,  unrelenting  opposition  at  every  step  of 
its  progress,  and  to  Millard  Fillmore,  with  his  then  coadjutors,  are  the 
people  indebted  for  expunging  from  the  statute-book  that  relic  of  a  bar- 
barous age — imprisonment  for  debt 

He  was  elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1832,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  stormy  session  immediately  succeeding  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
from  the  United  States  bank.  In  those  days,  the  business  of  the  house, 
and  debates,  were  led  by  old  and  experienced  members — new  ones, 
unless  they  enjoyed  a  wide-spread  and  almost  national  reputation — rarely 
taking  an  active;  and  conspicuous  part.  Little  chance,  therefore,  was 
afforded  Mr.  Fillmore,  a  member  of  the  opposition,  young  and  unassuming, 
of  displaying  those  qualities  that  so  eminently  fitted  him  for  legislative 
usefulness.  But  the  school  was  one  admirably  qualified  more  fully  to 
develop  and  cultivate  those  powers  which,  under  more  favorable  circum- 
stances, have  enabled  him  to  render  such  varied  and  important  services 
to  his  country.  As  he  has  ever  done  in  all  the  stations  he  has  filled,  he 
discharged  his  duty  with  scrupulous  fidelity,  never  omitting,  on  all  proper 
occasions,  any  effort  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  constituents  and  the 
•country,  and  winning  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all. 
'  At  the  close  of  his  term  of  service  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, which  he  pursued  with  distinguished  reputation  and  success, 
until,  yielding  to  the  public  voice,  he  consented  to  become  a  candidate, 
and  was  re-elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1836.  In  the  25th  Con- 
gress Mr.  Fillmore  took  a  more  active  part  than  he  did  during  his  fir^t 
term,  and  on  the  assembling  of  the  next  Congress,  to  which  he  was 
re-elected  by  a  largely-increased  majority,  he  was  assigned  a  prominent 
place  on  what,  next  to  that  of  ways  and  means,  it  was  justly  anticipated 
would  become  the  most  important  committee  of  the  house — that  on  elec- 
tions It  was  in  this  Congress  that  the  famous  contested  New  Jersey 
case  came  up.  It  would  swell  this  biographical  sketch  to  too  great  a 
length  to  enter  upon  the  details  of  that  case,  and  it  is  the  less  necessary 
to  do  so,  inasmuch  as  the  circumstances  attending  it  are  given  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  administration  of  Van  Buren,  in  another  part  of  this  work. 

The  prominent  part  which  Mr.  Fillmore  took  in  that  case,  his  patient 
investigation  of  all  its  complicated,  minute  details,  the  clear,  convincing 
manner  in  which  he  set  forth  the  facts,  the  lofty  and  indignant  eloquence 
with  which  he  denounced  the  meditated  act,  all  strongly  directed  public 
attention  to  him  as  one  of  the  ablest  men  of  that  Congress,  distinguished 
as  it  was  by  the  eminent  ability  and  statesmanship  of  many  of  its  mem- 
bers. The  agitation  in  Congress  of  this  New  Jersey  election  case,  and 
the  currency  measures  adopted  by  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
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were  among  the  causes  which  contributed  to  the  overthrow  of  the  demo* 
cratic  party  and  the  triumph  of  the  whigs  in  the  presidential  election  of 
1840,  and  the  majority  obtained  by  them  of  members  elected  to  both 
houses  in  the  27th  Congress. 

On  the  assembling  of  the  27th  Congress,  to  which  Mr.  Fillmore  was 
re-elected  by  a  majority  larger  than  was  erer  before  given  in  his  district^ 
he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  The 
duties  of  that  station,  always  arduous  and  responsible,  were  at  that  time 
peculiarly  so.  A  new  administration  had  come  into  power,  and  found 
public  affairs  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  derangement.  Accounts  had  been 
wrongly  kept ;  peculation,  of  every  kind  abounded  in  almost  every  depart- 
ment of  the  government ;  the  revenue  was  inadequate  to  meet  the  ordinary 
expenses ;  the  already  large  existing  debt  was  rapidly  swelling  in  magni* 
tude;  commerce  and  manufactures  were  depressed;  the  currency  was 
deranged ;  banks  were  embarrassed ;  and  general  distress  pervaded  the 
community.  To  bring  order  out  of  disorder ;  to  replenish  the  national 
treasury ;-  to  provide  means  that  would  enable  the  government  to  meet  the 
demands  against  it,  and  to  pay  off  the  debt ;  (o  revive  the  industry  of  the 
country  and  restore  its  wonted  prosperity — these  were  the  tasks  devolved 
upon  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  To  increase  their  difficulties, 
the  minority,  composed  of  the  defeated  party,  instead  of  aiding  to  repair 
the  existing  evils,  uniformly  opposed  almost  every  measure  brought  forward 
for  relief,  and  often  their  unavailing  efforts  were  successfully  aided  by  th« 
executitve,  Mr.  Tyler.  But  with  an  energy  and  devotion  to  the  public 
weal,  worthy  of  all  admiration,  Mr.  Fillmore  applied  himself  to  the  task, 
and,  sustained  by  a  majority  in  Congress  whose  industry  and  zeal  in  the 
public  service  under  peculiar  embarrassments,  has  seldom  been  equalled, 
and  never  surpassed,  he  succeeded  in  its  accomplishment. 

The  measures  he  brought  forward,  and  sustained  with  matchless  ability, 
speedily  relieved  the  government  from  its  embarrassment,  and  have  fully 
justified  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  their  benign  influence  upon 
the  country  at  large.  A  new  and  more  accurate  system  of  keeping 
accounts,  rendering  them  clear  and  intelligible,  was  introduced.  The 
favoritism  and  peculation,  which  had  so  long  disgraced  the  departments 
and  plundered  the  treasury,  were  checked  by  the  requisition  of  contracts. 
The  credit  of  the  government  was  restored,  ample  means  were  provided 
for  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service,  and  the  payment  of  the  national 
debt  incurred  by  the  precedfng  administration.  Commerce  and  manufac- 
tures revived,  and  prosperity  and  hope  once  more  smiled  upon  the  land. 
The  labor  of  devising,  explaining,  and  defending  measures  productive  of 
such  happy  results,  was  thrown  chiefly  on  Mr.  Fillmore.  He  was  ably 
sustained  by  his  political  friends  in  Congress ;  but  on  him,  nevertheless, 
ibje  main  responsibility  rested. 

After  his  long  and  severe  labors  in  the  committee-room — labors  snffi- 
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ciently  arduous  to  break  down  any  but  one  of  an  iron  constitution — sus- 
tained by  a  spirit  that  nothing  could  conquer,  he  was  required  to  give  his 
unremitting  attention  to  the  business  of  the  house,  to  make  any  explanation 
that  might  be  asked,  and  be  ready  with  a  complete  and  triumphant  refutation 
of  every  cavil  or,  objection  that  the  ingenuity  or  sophistry  of  his  opponents 
could  devise.  All  this,  too,  was  required  to  be  done  with  promptness, 
clearness,  dignity,  and  good  temper.  For  the  proper  performance  of  these 
Taried  duties,  few  men  are  more  happily  qualified  than  Mr.  Fillmore.  At  that 
fortunate  age  when  the  physical  and  intellectual  powers  are  displayed  in 
the  highest  perfection,  and  the  hasty  impulses  of  youth,  without  any  loss 
of  its  vigor,  are  brought  under  control  of  large  experience  in  public  affairs, 
with  a  mind  capable  of  descending  to  minute  details,  as  well  ^^  conceiv- 
ing a  grand  system  of  national  policy,  calm  and  deliberate  in  judgment, 
self-possessed  and  fluent  in  debate,  of  dignified  presence,  never  unmindful 
of  the  courtesies  becoming  social  and  public  intercourse,  and  of  political 
integrity  unimpeachable,  he  was  admirably  fitted  for  the  post  of  leader  of 
the  majority  in  the  27th  Congress. 

Just  before  the  close  of  tl^e  first  session  of  this  Congress,  Mr.  Fillmore, 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  his  constituents,  signified  his  intention  not  to  be  a 
candidate  for  re-election.  He  acknowledged  with  gratitude  and  pride  the 
cordial  and  generous  support  given  him  by  his  constituents,  but  the  severe 
labor  devolved  upon  him  by  his  ofiicial  duties  demanded  some  relaxation, 
and  private  afifairs,  neoessarily  neglected  in  some  degree  during  several 
years  of  public  service,  called  for  attention.  Notwithstanding  his  declara- 
tion to  withdraw  from  the  station  he  filled  with  so  much  honor  and  use- 
fulness, the  convention  of  his  district,  unanimously,  and  by  acclamation, 
renominated  him,  and  urgently  pressed  upon  him  a  compliance  with  their 
wishes.  Mr.  Fillmore  was  deeply  afifected  by  this  last  of  many  proofs 
of  confidence  and  regard  on  th&  part  of  those  who  had  known  him  long- 
est and  best ;  but  he  firmly  adhered  to  the  determination  he  had  expressed, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected,  he  returned  to  his 
home  more  gratified  at  his  relief  from  the  cares  of  official  life,  than  he 
had  ever  been  at  the  prospect  of  its  highest  rewards  and  honors.  But 
though  keenly  enjoying  the  freedom  from  public  responsibilities,  and  the 
pleasures  of  social  intercourse  in  which  he  was  now  permitted  to  indulge, 
the  qualities  of  mind  and  habits  of  systematic,  close  attention  to  business, 
that  so  eminently  fitted  him  for  a  successful  congressional  career,  were 
soon  called  into  full  exercise  by  the  rapidly-increasing  requirements  of 
professional  pursuits,  never  wholly  given  up.  There  is  a  fascination  in  the 
strife  of  politics,  its  keen  excitements,  and  its  occasional  but  always  tempt- 
ing, brilliant  triumphs,  that,  when  once  felt,  few  men  are  able  to  resist  so 
completely  as  to  return  with  relish  to  the  comparatively  tame  and  dull 
occupations  of  private  life.  But  to  the  calm  and  equable  temperament  of 
Mr.  Fillmore,  repose,  after  the  stormy  scenes  in  which  he  had  been  forced 
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to  take  a  leading  part,  was  most  grateful.  He  bad  ever  regarded  his  pro- 
fession  with  afTection  and  pride,  and  he  coveted  more  the  just,  fairly-won 
fame  of  the  jurist,  than  the  highest  political  distinction.  He  welcomed 
the  toil,  therefore,  which  a  large  practice  in  the  higher  courts  imposed 
upon  him,  and  was  as  remarkable  for  the  thoroughness  with  which  he 
prepared  his  legal  arguments,  as  he  was  for  patient,  minute  investigation 
of  the  dry  and  difficult  subjects  it  was  so  often  his  duty  to  elucidate  and 
defend  in  the  house  of  representatives. 

In  1844,  in  obedience  to  a  popular  wish  too  strong  to  be  resisted,  he 
reluctantly  accepted  the  whig  nomination  for  governor  of  New  York.  The 
issue  of  that  conflict  in  which  he  shared  in  the  signal  defeat  of  his  party, 
has  become  history,  and  though  deeply  pained  at  the  result,  he  was  only 
so  in  view  of  the  consequences  to  the  nation,  which  he  believed  would 
follow  the  defeat  of  the  whig  presidential  ticket,  and  the  accession  to 
power  of  the  democratic  party,  pledged  to  measures  which  he  deprecated. 
For  his  own  defeat,  Mr.  Fillmore  had  no  regrets.  He  had  no  aspirations 
for  the  high  and  honorable  office  for  which  he  had  been  a  candidate,  and 
with  the  failure  of  his  election,  he  trusted  would  end  any  further  demand 
upon  him  to  serve  in  public  life. 

In  1847,  a  popular  call,  similar  to  that  of  '44,  was  again  made  upon 
him,  to  which  he  yielded  a  reluctant  assent,  and  was  elected  comptroller 
of  the  state,  by  a  majority  larger  than  had  been  given  to  any  state  officer 
at  any  former  election  in  many  years.  There  were  some  peculiar  causes 
that  contributed  to  swell  his  majority  at  that  election,  but,  independent  of 
them,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  general  conviction  of  his  eminent 
fitness  for  the  office,  would,  under  any  circumstances  of  the  opposing 
party,  have  given  him  a  great  and  triumphant  vote.  That  such  evidence 
of  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  was  gratifying  to  his 
feelings,  can  not  be  doubted,  but  few  can  justly  appreciate  the  sacrifices 
they  imposed.  The  duties  of  thdt  office  could  not  be  discharged  without 
abandoning  at  once  and  for  ever — for  who  ever  regained  a  professional 
standing  once  lost? — a  lucrative  business  which  he  had  been  years  in 
acquiring,  nor  without  severing  all  those  social  ties,  and  breaking  up  all 
those  domestic  arrangements,  which  rendered  home  happy,  and  bound  him 
to  the  city  where  the  best  portion  of  his  life  had  been  spent.  Yet,  feeling 
that  the  state  had  a  right  to  command  his  services,  he  cheerfully  submit- 
ted to  its  exactions,  and  on  the  first  of  January,  1848,  removed  to  Albany, 
where  he  displayed,  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  arduous  and 
responsible  office,  the  high  ability  and  thorough  attention  which  have 
always  characterized  the  discharge  of  all  his  public  trusts. 

We  now  approach  the  period  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  when  the  entire 
Union  evinced  its  appreciation  of  his  talents  and  worth,  and  a  new  theatre 
was  presented  to  him  for  the  exercise  of  matured  judgment,  consummate 
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prudence,  and .  an  abiding  attachment  and  fidelity  to  the  constitution  and 
Union,  not  excelled  since  the  days  of  the  revolution. 

In  the  winter  of  1844,  when  the  eyes  of  the  whigs  were  turned  to 
Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  as  their  leader  in  the  contest  of  that  year,  by 
a  numerou^s  portion  of  the  party  Mr.  Fillmore  was  looked  to  as  the  candi- 
date for  the  vice-presidency. 

The  whigs  of  the  state  of  New  York,  in  general  convention,  unani- 
mously nominated  Henry  Clay  for  president,  and  Millard  Fillmore  for 
vice-president. 

At  the  Baltimore  convention,  which  met  in  May  of  that  year,  the  dele- 
gates from  New  York,  with  one  exception  (the  late  Ambrose  Spencer, 
who  was  president  of  that  convention)  supported  Mr.  Fillmore ;  but  Mr. 
Frelinghuysen,  a  distinguished  citizen  of  New  Jersey,  received  the 
nomination. 

The  startling  results  of  the  campaign  in  Mexico,  and  the  admiration 
and  regard  everywhere  entertained  for  the  bravery,  cool  judgment,  and 
eminent  services  of  the  hero  of  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Palo  Alto,  Monterey, 
and  Buena  Vista,  early  designated  General  Taylor  as  the  next  president 
of  the  United  States.*  While  it  was  well  known  that  General  Taylor  had 
but  little  experience  in  the  civil  affairs  of  the  country,  the  confidence  in 
his  integrity,  sound  common  sense,  and  practical  wisdom,  was  unbounded ; 
and  a  statesman,  ready  and  willing  cordially  to  co-operate  with  General 
Taylor  in  carrying  on  the  administration,  and  well  versed  in  the  details 
of  governmental  affairs,  was  universally  sought  for  by  the  whig  party, 
which,  at  that  early  day,  it  was  clearly  perceived,  must  be  triumphant  in 
the  coming  contest. 

In  view  of  all  these  considerations,  the  whigs  of  the  Union,  in  national 
convention,  selected  Millard  Fillmore  for  vice-president,  and  thereafter  the 
names  of  Taylor  and  Fillmore  became  the  rallying  cry  of  that  party 
throughout  the  Union,  and  resulted  in  the  triumphant  election  of  the  whig 
candidates. 

In  February,  1849,  Mr.  Fillmore  resigned  the  office  of  comptroller  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  vice- 
president. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that,  distinguished  as  were  the  predecessors 
of  Mr.  Fillmore  in  the  office  of  comptroller,  for  integrity  of  character, 
financial  talents,  and  a  faithful  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  state,  no  one 
of  them  left  the  office  with  a  higher  reputation  than  Mr.  Fillmore,  or  with 
a  more  general  conviction  on  the  part  of  the  public,  that  all  the  duties  of 
the  station  had  been  discharged  with  ability  and  fidelity. 

Taking  the  oath  of  office  as  vice-president,  his  address  to  the  senate 
was  commended  as  well  for  the  modesty  and  dignity  of  its  delivery,  as 
for  the  sound  and  patriotic  principles  enunciated. 

The  session  of  Congress  which  commenced  in  Deceinber,  1849,  proved 
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more  exciting  that  any  previous  one,  and  it  soon  became  apparent  to  every 
dispassionate  observer,  that  the  strength  of  our  institutions  was  then  to 
be  tested ;  and  that  upon  the  wisdom,  firmness,  discretion,  and  patriotism, 
of  those  in  power,  would  depend  the  continuance  of  the  Union  and  the 
constitution. 

In  1826,  the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate,  John  C.  Calhoun,  had 
assumed  the  position  that  the  vice-president  had  no  power  to  call  a  sena- 
tor to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate.  This  decision  had  been  acqui- 
esced in,  and  was  the  established  usage  of  the  senate.  Vice-President 
Fillmore  resolved  to  resume  what  he  deemed  the  just  duties  of  the 
presiding  officer.  In  a  neat,  perspicuous  address  to  the  senate,  on  a 
fitting  occasion,  he  announced  his  determination  to  maintain  decorum  in 
debate,  and  to  call  senators  to  order  for  any  offensive  words  used.  The 
senate  evinced  its  appreciation  and  sanction  of  these  views  by^..»TTShi- 
mously  ordering  them  to  be  entered  at  length  on  their  journal,  where  they 
stand  as  evidence  of  the  firmness  of  the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate, 
and  his  determination  to  shrink  from  no  duty.  The  courtesy,  ability,  and 
dignity,  exhibited  by  Mr.  Fillmore,  while  presiding  over  the  deliberations 
of  the  senate,  received  universal  commendation.     ^ 

In  the  discharge  of  his  high  and  delicate  duties  the  vice-president  was 
engaged,  when  the  country  was  startled  by  the  announcement  of  the  sud- 
den illness  and  almost  immediate  decease  of  General  Taylor. 

At  this  critical  period,  the  most  difficult  and  exciting  questions  which 
had  ever  agitated  the  people  of  this  country  were  pending.  The  whole 
Union  was  aroused;  section  was  arrayed  against  section;  party  divisions 
were  broken  up ;  and  a  universal  gloom  prevailed. 

The  cabinet  resigned,  but  the  new  president,  with  dignity  and  delicacy, 
declined  to  consider  their  resignations  until  after  the  obsequies  to  the 
lamented  dead  had  been  performed. 

On  the  10th  of  July,  Mr.  Fillmore,  as  president,  took  the  oath  to  *^  pre- 
serve,  protect ,  and  defend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States" — and  men 
then  felt  that  that  solemn  promise  would  be  faithfully  kept — that  the  cri- 
sis was  passed  —  and  that  the  Union  and  the  constitution  would  remain  to 
them  and  their  posterity. 

Within  two  weeks  the  president  selected  a  cabinet,  distinguished  for  its. 
ability,  patriotism,  and  devotion  to  the  Union,  and  possessing,  in  an  emi- 
nent degree,  the  confidence  of  the  country. 

With  his  constitutional  advisers,  .the   president  immediately  applied 
himself  to  relieve  the  embarrassments  of  the  country,  and  to  the  best, 
means  of  restoring  quiet  and  confidence  to  all  sections  of  the  Union. 

His  message  to  Congress  on  the  difficulties  with  Texas,  presented^ 
views  so  calm,  just,  and  reasonable,  yet  firm  and  decided,  that  confidence 
in   the   administration  was   instantly   inspired,   and  this  message   waa 
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regarded  as  the  bow  of  promise  and  hope.  The  settlement  of  that  vexeA 
question  opened  the  way  for  the  speedy  adjustment  of  others. 

The  assembling  of  Congress  on  the  second  of  December,  1850,  was 
looked  forward  to  with  anxiety,  as  it  was  well  known  that  then  the  annual 
message  of  the  president  would  be  delivered,  disclosing  the  views  and 
principles  of  the  new  administration.  This  document  was  calm,  con- 
ciliatory, yet  firm,  and  thoroughly  American  in  all  its  parts  ;  showing  that 
the  president  was  governed  by  an  earnest  desire  to  conciliate  the  warring 
sections  and  restore  harmony  to  the  Union. 

In  every  station  in  which  he  has  been  placed,  Mr.  Fillmore  has  shown 
kimself  ^^  honest,  capable,  and  faithful  to  the  constitution."  He  is  em- 
phatically one  of  the  people.  For  all  that  he  has  and  is,  he  is  indebted, 
under  God,  to  his  own  exertions,  the  faithful  performance  of  every  duty, 
and  steadfast  adherence  to  the  right.  Bom  to  an  inheritance  of  compara- 
tive poverty,  he  struggled  with  difficulties  of  no  ordinary  character,  until 
he  has  reached  a  proud  eminence  which  commands  the  admiration  of  his 
countrymen. 

It  is  the  peculiar  boast  of  our  country,  that  its  highest  honors  and  dig^> 
nities  are  the  legitimajp  objects  of  ambition  to  the  humblest  in  the  land 
as  well  as  to  those  most  favored  by  the  gifts  of  birth  and  fortune.  Ours 
is  a  government  of  the  people,  and  from  the  people,  emphatically,  have 
sprung  those  who,  in  the  army  or  navy,  on  the  bench  of  justice^  or  in  the 
balls  of  legislation,  have  shed  the  brightest  lustre  on  the  page  of  our 
history.  So  universally  almost  is  this  the  case,  that  when  we  find 
an  instance  to  the  contrary,  of  one  bom  to  a  fortune  and  enjoying  the 
advantages  of  influential  connections,  rising  to  a  high  place  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  nation,  the  exception  deserves  especial  note  for  its  rarity.  No 
merit  is  therefore  claimed  for  Millard  Fillmore  on  account  of  the  fact  that 
from  comparatively  humble  parentage  he  has  attained  his  present  eminent 
position.  His  history,  however,  afibrds  a  useful  lesson,  as  showing  what 
may  be  accomplished  in  the  face  of  adverse  circumstances,  by  intellect, 
aided  and  controlled  by  energy,  perseverance,  and  strict  integrity,  in  a 
public  and  private  capacity. 

In  person,  Mr.  Fillmore  is  about  ^x  feet  in  height  and  well  propor- 
tioned. His  complexion  is  light,  and  the  expression  of  his  face  is  mild 
and  intelligent,  indicating  prominent  traits  of  character  by  which  he  is 
idistinguished,  among  which  are  energy,  benevolence,  and  strict  integrity. 
His  manners  are  plain  and  affable,  and  his  whole  deportment  such  as 
should  characterize  the  chief  magistrate  of  a  republic. 
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FILLMORE'S 

ADDRESSES  AND   MESSAGES. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
July  18,  1850. 


To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  ;— 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives,  in  compliance 
with  the  request  contained  in  their  resolution  of  the  24th  day  of  January 
last,  the  informatiou  asked  for  hy  that  resolution,  relating  to  certain  pro- 
ceedings of  the  British  government  in  the  forcible  seizure  and  occupation 
of  the  island  of  Tigre  ;  also  all  the  '*  facts,  circumstances,  and  communica- 
tions within  the  knowledge  of  the  executive,  relative  to  any  seizure  or  occu- 
pation, or  attempted  seizure  or  occupation,  by  the  British  government,  of 
any  port,  riv^r,  town,  territory,  or  island  belonging  to,  or  claimed  by,  any 
of  the  states  of  Central  America." 

The  resolution  of  the  house  speaks  of  the  island  of  Tigre,  in  the  state 
of  Nicaragua.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  such  island  in  that 
state,  and  presume  that  the  resolution  refers  to  the  island  of  the  same 
name  in  the  gulf  of  Fonseca,  in  the  state  of  Honduras. 

The  concluding  part  of  the  resolution,  requesting  the  president  to  com- 
municate to  the  house  all  treaties  not  heretofore  published  which  may  have 
been  negotiated  with  any  of  the  states  of  Central  America, "  by  any  person 
icting  by  authority  of  the  late  administration,  or  under  the  auspices  of  the 
present  administration,"  so  far  as  it  has  reference  to  treaties  negotiated 
with  any  of  those  states  by  instructions  from  this  government,  can  not  be 
complied  with,  inasmuch  as  those  treaties  have  not  been  acted  upon  by 
the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and  are  now  in  the  possession  of  that  body, 
to  whom,  by  the  constitution,  they  are  directed  to  be  transmitted  for  ad- 
vice in  regard  to  their  ratificaiion. 

But,  as  its  communication  is  not  liable  to  the  same  objection,  I  transmit 
for  the  information  of  the  house  a  copy  of  a  treaty  in  regard  to  a  ship-ca- 
nal across  the  isthmus,  negotiated  by  Elijah  Hise,  our  late  charg6  d'affaires 
in  Guatemala,  with  the  government  of  Nicaragua,  on  the  21st  day  of  June, 
1849,  accompanied  by  copies  of  his  instructions  from,  and  correspondence 
with,  the  department  of  state. 

I  shall  cheerfully  comply  with  the  request  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives to  lay  before  them  the  treaties  negotiated  with  the  states  of  Central 
America,  now  before  the  senate,  whenever  it  shall  be  compatible  witli  the 
public  interest  to  make  the  communication.     For  the  present  I  commaxii- 
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cate  herewith  a  copy  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  corre« 
spondence  between  the  American  secretary  of  state  and  the  British  pleni- 
potentiary at  the  time  it  was  concluded.  The  ratifications  of  it  were 
exchanged  at  Washington  on  the  4th  day  of  July  instant. 

I  also  transmit  the  report  of  tlie  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  house  was  referred,  and  who  conducted  the  negotiations  rela- 
tive to  Central  America,  under  the  direction  of  my  lamented  predecessor. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
July  30,  1850. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : — 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  the  senate,  in  answer  to  its  resolution  of  the 
5th  instant,  requesting  the  president  to  communicate  to  that  body  "  any 
information,  if  any  has  been  received  by  the  government,  showing  that 
an  American  vessel  has  been  recently  stopped  upon  the  high  seas  and 
searched  by  a  British  ship-of-war,"  the  accompanying  copies  of  papers. 
The  government  has  no  knowledge  of  any  alleged  stopping,  or  searching 
on  the  high  seas  of  American  vessels  by  British  ships-of-war,  except  in 
the  cases  therein  mentioned.  The  circumstances  of  these  cases  will  ap- 
pear by  the  enclosed  correspondence  taken  from  the  files  of  the  navy 
department.  No  remonstrance  or  complaint  by  the  owners  of  these  ve8< 
sels  has  been  presented  to  the  governmeut  of  Uie  United  States. 


TEXAS    MESSAGE. 
August  6,  1850. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : — 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  the  two  houses  of  Congress  a  letter  from  his 
excellency  the  governor  of  Texas,  dated  on  the  14lh  day  of  June  last,  ad- 
dressed to  the  late  president  of  the  United  States,  which,  not  having  been 
answered  by  him,  came  to  my  hands  on  his  de/ith ;  and  I  also  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  answer  which  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  cause  to  be  made 
to  that  communication. 

Congress  will  perceive  that  the  governor  of  Texas  officially  states,  that, 
by  authority  of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  he  despatched  a  special  com- 
missioner will  full  power  and  instructions  to  extend  the  civil  jurisdiction 
of  the  state  over  the  unorganized  counties  of  El  PasOy  Worth,  Presidio, 
and  Santa  Fe,  situated  on  its  northwestern  limits. 

He  proceeds  to  say  that  the  commissioner  had  reported  to  him,  in  an 
official  form,  that  the  militar}'  officers  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  stationed  at  Santa  Fe,  interposed  adversely  with  the  inhabitants 
to  the  fulfilment  of  his  object  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  separate 
state  government  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  within  the  rightful  limits  of 
the  state  of  Texas. 

These  four  counties,  which  Texas  thus  proposes  to  establish  and 
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organize  as  being  within  her  own  jnrisdiction,  extend  orer  the  whole  of 
the  territory  cast  of  the  Rio  Grande,  which  has  heretofore  been  regard- 
ed as  an  essential  and  integral  part  of  the  department  of  New  Mexico, 
and  actually  governed  and  possessed  by  her  people  until  conquered  and 
severed  from  the  republic  of  Mexico  by  the  Ameiican  arms. 

The  legislature  of  Texas  has  been  called  together  by  her  governor  for 
the  purpose,  as  is  understood,  of  maintaining  her  claim  to  the  territor} 
east  of  the  Ricr  Grande,  and  of  establishing  over  it  her  own  jurisdiction 
and  her  own  laws  by  force. 

These  proceedings  of  Texas  may  well  arrest  the  attention  of  all 
branches  of  the  government  of  the  United  States ;  and  I  rejoice  that  they 
occur  while  the  Congress  is  yet  in  session.  It  is,  I  fear,  far  from  being 
impossible  that,  in  consequence  of  these  proceedings  of  Texas,  a  crisis, 
mfty  be  brought  on  which  shall  summon  the  two  houses  of  Congress — 
and  still  more  emphatically  the  executive  government — to  an  immediate 
readiness  for  the  performance  of  their  respective  duties. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  president  is  constituted 
commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  of  the  militia  of  the'sever- 
al  states  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States.  The 
constitution  declares,  also,  that  he  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed  ;  and  that  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  Congress 
information  of  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Congress  has  power,  by  the  const^ution,  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia  to*  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union  ;  and  suitable  and  appropriate 
acts  of  Congress  have  been  passed,  as  well  for  providing  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  as  for  placing  other  suitable  and  efficient  means  in  the  hands 
of  the  president  to  enable  him  to  discharge  the  constitutional  functions  of 
his  office. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  28th  of  February,  1795,  declares 
that  whenever  the  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  be  opposed,  or  their  ex- 
ecution obstructed  in  any  state,  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  sup- 
pressed by  the  ordiirary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  the  power 
vested  in  the  marshals,  the  president  may  call  forth  the  militia,  as  far  as 
may  be  necessary,  to  suppress  such  combinations,  and  to  cause  the  laws 
to  be  duly  executed. 

By  the  act  of  March  3d,  1807,  it  is  provided  that  in  all  cases  of  obstruc- 
tion to  the  laws  either  of  the  United  States  or  any  individual  state  or  ter- 
ritory, where  it  is  lawful  for  the  president  to  call  forth  the  militia  for  the 
purpose  of  causing  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
him  to  employ,  for  the  same  purposes,  such  part  of  the  land  or  naval  force 
of  the  United  States  as  shall  be  judged  necessary. 

These  several  enactments  are  now  in  full  force ;  so  that,  if  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  are  opposed  or  obstructed,  in  any  state  or  territory,  by 
combinations  top  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  judicial  or  civil  author- 
ities, it  becomes  a  case  in  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  president  either  to 
call  out  the  militia  or  to  employ  the  military  and  naval  force  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  do  both,  if,  in  his  judgment,  the  exigency  of  the  occasion 
shall  so  require,  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  such  combinations.  The 
constitutional  duty  of  the  president  is  plain  and  peremptory,  and  the 
authority  vested  in  him  by  law  for  its  performance  clear  and  ample. 

Texas  is  a  state,  authorized  to  maintain  her  own  laws,  so  far  a«  they 
are  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  of  the  United 
States ;  to  suppress  insurrections  against  her  authority ;  and  to  punish 
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those  who  may  commit  treason  against  the  state,  according  to  the  forms 
provided  by  her  own  constitution  and  her  own  laws. 

But  all  this  power  is  local,  and  confined  entirely  within  the  limits  of 
Texas  herself.  She  can  possibly  confer  no  authority  which  can  be  law-, 
fully  exercised  beyond  her  own  boundaries. 

All  this  is  plain,  and  hardly  needs  argument  or  elucidation.  If  Texas 
militia,  therefore,  march  into  any  one  of  the  other  states,  or  into  any  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  there  to  execute  or  enforce  an^r  law  of  Texas, 
they  become  at  that  moment  trespassers  ;  they  are  no  longer  under  the 
protection  of  any  lawful  authority,  and  are  to  be  regarded  merely  as  intru- 
ders ;  and  if,  within  such  state  or  territory,  they  obstruct  any  law  of  the 
United  States,  either  by  power  of  arms  or  mere  power  of  numbers,  con- 
stituting such  a  combination  as  is  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the 
civil  authority,  the  president  of  the  United  States  has  no  option  left  to 
him,  but  is  bound  to  obey  the  solemn  injunction  of  the  constitution,  and 
exercise  the  high  powers  vested  in  him  by  that  instrument  and  by  the 
acts  of  Congress. 

Or  if  any  civil  posse,  armed  or  unarmed,  enter  into  any  territory  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  thereof,  with  intent  to 
seize  individuals,  to  be  carried  elsewhere  for  trial  for  alleged  offences,  and 
this  posse  be  too  powerful  to  be  resisted  by  the  local  civil  authorities,  such 
seizure  or  attempt  to  seize  is  to  be  prevented  or  resisted  by  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. 

The  grave  and  important  question  now  arises,  whether  there  be  in  the 
territory  of  New  Mexico  any  existing  law  of  the  United  States,  opposi- 
tion to  which,  or  the  obstruction  of  which,  would  constitute  a  case  calling 
for  the  interposition  of  the  authority  vested  in  the  president. 

The  x;onstitution  of  the  United  States  declares  that  "  this  constitution, 
and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance 
thereof,,  and  all  the  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land."  If, 
therefore.  New  Mexico  be  a  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  if  any 
treaty  stipulation  be  in  force  therein,  such  treaty  stipulation  is  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  and  is  to  be  maintained  and  upheld  accordingly. 

In  the  letter  to  the  governor  of  Texas,  my  reasons  are  given  for  believ- 
ing that  New  Mexico  is  now  a  territory  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
same  extent  and  .the  same  boundaries  which  belonged  to  it  while  in  the 
actual  possession  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  before  the  late  war.  In 
the  early  part  of  that  war,  both  California  and  New  Mexico  were  con- 
quered by  the  arms  of  the  United  States,  and  were  in  the  military  posses- 
sion of  the  United  States  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  peace. 

By  that  treaty,  the  title  by  conquest  was  confirmed,  and  these  territo- 
ries, provinces,  or  departments,  separated  from  Mexico  for  ever ;  and  by 
the  same  treaty,  certain  important  rights  and  securities  were  solemnly 
guarantied  to  the  inhabitants  residing  therein. 

By  the  dth  article  of  the  treaty,  it  is  declared  that — 

"  The  boundary  line  between  the  two  republics  shall  commence  in  the 
gulf  of  Mexico,  three  leagues  from  land,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  otherwise  called  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte,  or  opposite  the  mouth 
of  its  deepest  branch,  if  it  should  have  more  than  one  branch  emptying 
directly  into  the  sea  ;  from  thence,  up  the  middle  of  that  river,  following 
the  deepest  channel  where  it  has  more  than  one,  to  the  point  where  it 
strikes  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico  ;  thence  westv^ardly,  along 
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die  whole  soutbern  boundary  of  New  Mexico  (which  runs  north  of  the 
town  called  Paso),  to  its  western  termination  ;  thence  northward,  along 
the  western  line  of  New  Mexico,  until  it  intersects  the  first  branch  of 
the  river  Gila  (or,  if  it  should  not  intersect  any  branch  of  that  river,  then 
to  the  point  on  the  said  line  nearest  to  such  branch,  and  thence  in  a  di- 
rect line  to  the  same) ;  thence  down  the  middle  of  the  said  branch  and  of 
the  said  river,  until  it  empties  into  the  Rio  Colorado ;  thence  across  the 
Rio  Colorado,  following  the  division  line  between  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia, to  the  Pacific  ocean." 

The  8ih  article  of  the  treaty  is  in  the  following  terms  : — 

"  Mexicans  now  established  in  territories  previously  belonging  to  Mex- 
ico, and  which  remain  for  the  future  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  as  defined  by  the  present  treaty,  shall  be  free  to  continue  where 
they  now  reside,  or  to  remove  at  any  time  to  the  Mexican  republic,  re- 
taining the  property  which  they  possess  in  the  said  territories,  or  dispo- 
sing thereof,  and  removing  the  proceeds  wherever  they  please,  without 
their  being  subjected,  on  this  account,  to  any  contribution,  tar,  or  charge 
whatever. 

"  Those  who  shall  prefer  to  remain  in  the  said  territories  may  either 
retain  the  title  and  rights  of  Mexican  citizens  or  acquire  those  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  ;  but  they  shall  be  under  the  obligation  to  make 
their  electioA  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  ratifica- 
tions of  this  treaty ;  and  those  who  shall  remain  in  the  said  territories 
afler  the  expitation  of  that  year,  without  having  declared  their  attention  to 
retain  the  character  of  Mexicans,  shall  be  considered  to  have  elected  to 
become  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

**  In  the  said  territories,  property  of  every  kind,  now  belonging  to  Mex- 
icans not  established  there,  shall  be  inviolably  respected.  The  present 
owners,  the  heirs  of  these,  and  all  Mexicans  who  may  hereafler  acquire 
said  property  by  contract,  shall  enjoy,  with  respect  to  it,  guaranties  equal- 
ly ample  as  if  the  same  belonged  to  citizens  of  the  United  States." 

The  9th  article  of  the  treaty  is  in  these  words  : — 

"  The  Mexicans  who,  in  territories  aforesaid,  shall  not  preserve  the 
character  of  citizens  of  the  Mexican  republic,  conformably  with  what  is 
stipulated  in  the  preceding  article,  shall  be  incorporated  into  the  Union 
of  the  United  Statee,  and  be  admitted  at  the  proper  time  (to  be  judged  of 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States)  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  consti- 
tution, and,  in  the  meantime,  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the 
free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty  and  property,  and  secured  in  the  free  exer- 
cise of  their  religion  without  restriction." 

It  is  plain,  therefore,  on  the  face  of  these  treaty  stipulations,  that  all 
Mexicans  established  in  territories  north  or  east  of  the  line  of  demarca- 
tion already  mentioned  come  within  the  protection  of  the  9th  article ;  and 
that  the  treaty,  being  a  part  of  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  does  extend 
over  all  such  Mexicans,  and  assure  to  them  perfect  security  in  the  free 
-enjoyment  of  their  liberty  and  property,  as  well  as  in  the  free  exercise 
of  their  religion ;  and  this  supreme  law  of  the  land,  being  thus  in  actual 
force  over  this  territory,  is  to  be  maintained  until  it  shall  be  displaced  or 
superseded  by  other  legal  provisions  ;  and  if  it  be  obstructed  or  resisted 
by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  civil  authority,  the 
case  is  one  which  comes  within  the  provisions  of  law,  and  which  obliges 
the  president  to  enforce  those  provisions.    Neither  the  constitution  nor 
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those  who  may  commit  treason  against  the  state,  according  to  the  ^^'  ^    * 

provided  by  her  own  constitution  and  her  own  laws.  -  ^  y 

But  all  this  power  is  local,  and  confined  entirely  within  the  lir  .-.^"  **^  ^^"^ 
Texas  herself.     She  can  possibly  confer  no  authority  which  can  '    -.^      J^     . 
fully  exercised  beyond  her  own  boundaries.  ^J  *''*''  •*  , 

All  this  is  plain,  and  hardly  needs  argument  or  elucidation.      If    j^^  ^'^**' '*•'•'•  i    • 
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the  same  treaty,  certain  important  rights  and  securities    '   ..,^** 
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the  deepest  channel  where  it  has  more  than  one,  to  the       "--^i^-  — 
strikes  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico ;  thence  v 
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the  laws,  nor  my  duty,  nor  rey  oath  of  office,  leaves  me  any  alternative  or 
any  choice  in  my  mode  of  action. 

The  executive  government  of  the  United  States  has  no  power  or  an- 
thority  to  determine  what  was  the  true  line  of  boundary  bet  ween.  Mexico 
and  the  United  States  before  tiie  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo ;  nor  has  it 
any  such  power  now,  since  the  question  has  become  a  question  between 
the  state  of  Texas  and  the  United  States.  So  far  as  this  boundary  is 
doubtful,  that  doubt  can  only  be  removed  by  some  act  of  Congress,  to 
which  the  assent  of  the  state  of  Texas  may  be  necessary,  or  by  some  ap- 
propriate mode  of  legal  adjudication  ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  if  disturbances 
or  collisions  arise  or  should  be  threatened,  it  is  absolutely  incumbent  on 
the  executive  government,  however  painful  the  duty,  to  take  care  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  maintained  ;  and  he  can  regard  only  the  actual  state  of 
things  as  it  existed  at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  and  is  bound  to  protect  all  in- 
habitants who  were  then  established,  and  who  now  remain  north  and  east 
of  the  line  of  demarcation,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  liberty  and  prop- 
erty according  to  the  provisions  of  the  9iK  article  of  the  treaty :  in  other 
words,  all  must  be  now  regarded  as  New  Mexico  which  was  possessed 
and  occupied  as  New  Mexico  by  citizens  of  Mexico  at  the  date  of  the 
treaty,  until  a  definite  line,  of  boundary  shall  be  established  by  competent 
authority. 

This  assertion  of  duty  to  protect  the  people  of  New  Mexico  from  threat- 
ened violence,  or  from  seizure  to  be  carried  into  Texas  for  trial  for  alleged 
offences  against  Texan  laws,  does  not  at  all  include  any  claim  of  power 
on  the  part  of  the  executive  to  establish  any  civil  or  military  government 
within  that  territory.  That  power  belongs  exclusively  to  the  legislative 
department,  and  Congress  is  the  sole  judge  of  the  time  and  manner  of 
creating  or  authorizing  any  such  government 

The  duty  of  the  executive  extends  only  to  the  execution  of  laws  and 
the  maintenance  of  treaties  already  in  force,  and  the  protection  of  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  which  those 
treaties  and  laws  guaranty. 

it  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  no  occasion  should  arise  for  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  thus  vested  in  the  president  by  the  constitution  and  tlie 
laws.  With  whatever  mildness  those  powers  might  be  executed,  or  how- 
ever clear  the  case  of  necessity,  yet  consequences  might  nevertheless 
follow,  of  which  no  human  sagacity  can  foresee  either  the  evils  or  the 
end. 

Having  thus  laid  before  Congress  the  communication  of  his  excellency 
the  governor  of  Texas,  and  the  answer  thereto,  and  having  made  such 
observations  as  I  have  thought  the  occasion  called  for,  respecting  con- 
stitutional obligations  which  may  arise  in  the  further  progress  of  things, 
and  may  devolve  on  me  to  be  performed,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  regarded  as 
stepping  aside  from  the  line  of  my  duty,  notwithstanding  that  I  am  aware 
that  the  subject  is  now  before  both  houses,  if  I  express  my  deep  and 
earnest  conviction  of  the  importance  of  an  immediate  decision  or  arrange- 
ment or  settlement  of  the  question  of  boundary  between  Texas  and  the 
territory  of  New  Mexico.  AH  considerations  of  justice,  general  expedien- 
cy, and  domestic  tranquillity,  call  for  this.  It  seems  to  be  in  its  char- 
acter, and  by  position,  the  first,  or  one  of  the  first,  of  the  questions 
growing  out  of  the  acquisition  of  California  and  New  Mexico,  and  now 
requiring  decision. 

No  government  can  be  established  for  New  Mexico,  either  state  or  ter- 
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ritorial,  until  it  shall  be  first  ascertained  what  New  Mexico  is,  and  what 
are  her  limits  and  boundaries.  These  can  not  be  fixed  or  known  till  the 
line  of  division  between  her  and  Texas  shall  be  ascertained  and  estab- 
lished ;  and  numerous  and  weighty  reasons  conspire,  in  my  judgment, 
to  show  that  this  divisional  line  should  be  established  by  Congress,  with 
the  assent  of  the  government  of  Texas.  In  the  first  place,  this  seems 
by  far  the  most  prompt  mode  of  proceeding  by  which  the  end  can  be 
accomplished.  If  judicial  proceedings  were  resorted  to,  such  proceed- 
ings would  necessarily  be  slow,  and  years  would  pass  by,  in  all  proba- 
bility, before  the  controversy  could  be  ended.  So  great  a  delay  in  this 
case  is  to  be  avoided,  if  possible.  Such  delay  would  be  every  way  in- 
convenient, and  might  be  the  occasion  of  disturbances  and  collisions. 
For  the  saoEie  reason,  I  would,  with  the  utmost  deference  to  the  wisdom 
of  Congress,  express  a  doubt  of  the  expediency  of  the  appointment  of 
commissioners,  and  of  an  examination,  estimate,  and  an  award  of  in- 
demnity to  be  made  by  them.  This  would  be  but  a  species  of  arbitration 
which  might  last  as  long  as  a  suit  at  law. 

So  far  as  I  am  able  to  comprehend  the  case,  the  general  facts  are  now 
all  known,  and  Congress  is  as  capable  of  deciding  on  it  justly  and  prop- 
erly now  as  it  probably  would  be  after  the  report  of  the  commissit)ners. 
If  the  claim  of  title  on  the  part  of  Texas  appears  to  Congress  to  be  well 
founded  in  whole  or  in  part,  it  is  in  the  competency  of  Congress  to  offer 
her  an  indemnity  for  the  surrender  of  that  claim.  -  In  a  case  like  this, 
surrounded  as  it  is  by  many  cogent  considerations,  all  calling  for  ami- 
cable adjustment  and  immediate  settlement,  the  government  of  the  United 
States  would  be  justified,  in  my  opinion,  in  allowing  an  indemnity  to 
Texas,  not  unreasonable  or  extravagant,  but  fair,  libersd,  and  awarded  in 
a  just  spirit  of  accommodation. 

I  think  no  event  would  be  hailed  with  more  gratification  by  the  people 
of  the  United  States  than  the  amicable  adjnstmeirt  of  questions  of  difii- 
culty  which  have  now  for  a  long  time  agitated  the  country,  and  occu- 
pied, to  the  exclusion  of  other  subjects,  the  time  and  attention  of  Con- 
gress. 

Having  thus  freely  communicated  the  results  of  my  own  reflections  on 
the  most  advisable  mode  of  adjusting  the  boundary  question,  I  shall 
nevertheless  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  any  other  mode  which  the  wisdom 
of  Congress  may  devise.  And,  in  conclusion,  I  repeat  my  con^^iction 
that  every  consideration  of  the  public  interest  manifests  the  necessity  of 
a  provision  by  Congress  for  the  settlement  of  this  boundary  question  be- 
fore the  present  session  be  brought  to  a  close.  The  settlement  of  other 
questions  connected  with  the  same  subject,  within  the  same  period,  is 
greatly  to  be  desired ;  but  the  adjustment  of  this  appears  to  me  to  be  in 
the  highest  degree  important.  In  the  train  of  such  an  adjustment  we 
may  well  hope  that  there  will  follow  a  return  of  harmony  and  good  will, 
an  increased  attachment  to  the  Union,  and  the  general  satisfaction  of  the 
country. 
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SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

August  8,  1850. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : — 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  language  in  the  first  paragraph  of  my 
message  to  the  two  houses  of  Congress,  of  the  6th  instant,  may  convey 
the  idea  that  Governor  Bell's  letter  to  my  predecessor  was  received  by 
him  before  his  death.  It  was  addressed  to  him,  but  appears,  in  point  of 
fact,  to  have  been  sent  to  me  from  the  postoffice  after  his  death. 

I  make  this  communication  to  accompany  the  message  and  preyent 
misapprehension. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE, 
September  9   1850. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : — 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Honorable  Manue  Alvarez,  act- 
ing governor,  &c.,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  senate  herewith 
a  copy  of  the  constitution  recently  adopted  by  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Mexico,  together  with  a  digest  of  the  votes  for  and  against  it. 

Congress  having  just  passed  a  bill  providing  a  territorial  govemiiient 
for  Now  Mexico,  I  do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  submit  any  recommenda- 
tion on  the  subject  of  a  state  government. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
September  23,  1850. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  ;— 

Having  been  informed  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  family  and  relatives  of 
the  late  lamented  president  of  the  United  States  that  his  remains  should 
be  removed  to  the  state  of  Kentucky,  and  being  desirous  of  manifesting 
the  most  sincere  and  profound  respect  for  the  character  of  the  deceased, 
in  which  I  doubt  not  Congress  will  fully  concur,  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  make  known  to  you  the  wishes  of  the  family,  that  you  might, 
previous  to  your  adjournment,  adopt  such  proceedings  and  take  such, 
order  on  the  subject  as  in  your  wisdom  may  seem  meet  and  proper  on  the 
occasion. 
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FIRST    ANNUAL    MESSAGE. 
December  2,  1850. 

FellotD' Citizens  of  tke  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : — 

Being  suddenly  called,  in  the  midst  of  the  last  session  of^  Congress,. 
by  a  painful  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence,  to  the  responsible  station 
which  I  now  hold,  I  contented  myself  with  such  communications  to  the 
legislature  as  the  exigency  of  the  moment  seemed  to  require.  The 
country  was  shrouded  in  mourning  for  the  loss  of  its  venerated  chief 
magistrate,  and  all  hearts  were  penetrated  with  grief.  Neither  the  time 
nor  the  occasion  appeared  to  require  or  to  justify,  on  my  part,  any  general 
expression  of  political  opinions,  or  any  announcement  of  the  principles 
which  would  govern  me  in  the  -discharge  of  the  duties  to  the  performance 
of  which  I  had  beea  so  unexpectedly  called.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  it 
may  not  be  deemed  inappropriate,  if  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of 
the  reassembling  of  Congress  to  make  known  my  sentiments,  in  a  gener- 
al manner,  in  regard  to  the  policy  which  ought  to  -be  pursued  by  the 
government,  both  in  its  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  and  in  its  man- 
agement and  administration  of  internal  affairs. 

Nations,  like  individuals  in  a  state  of  nature,  are  equal  and  independ- 
ent, possessing  certain  rights,  and  owing  certain  duties  to  each  other, 
arising  from  their  necessary  and  unavoidable  relations  ;  which  rights  and 
duties  there  is  no  common  human  authority  to  protect  and  enforce.  Still, 
they  are  rights  and  duties,  binding  in  morals,  in  conscience,  and  in  honor, 
although  there  is  no  tribunal  to  which  an  injured  party  can  appeal  but  the 
disinterested  judgment  of  mankind,  and  ultimately  the  arbitrament  of  the 
•word. 

Among  the  acknowledged  rights  of  nations  is  that,  which  each  possesses 
of  establishing  that  form  of  government  which  it  may  deem  most  condu- 
cive to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  its  own  citizens  ;  of  changing  that 
form,  as  circumstances  may  require  ;  and  of  managing  its  internal  affairs 
according  to  its  own  will.  The  people  of  the  United  States  claim  this 
right  themselves,  and  they  readily  concede  it  to  others.  Hence  it  be- 
comes an  imperative  duty  not  to  interfere  in  the  government  or  internal 
policy  of  other  nations ;  and,  although  we  may  sympathize  with  the  unfor- 
tunate or  the  oppressed,  everywhere,  in  their  struggles  for  freedom,  our 
principles  forbid  us  from  taking  any  part  in  such  foreign  contests.  We 
mak<)  no  wars  to  promote  or  to  prevent  successions  to  thrones  ;  to  main- 
tain any  theory  of  a  balance  of  power  j  or  to  suppress  the  actual  govern- 
ment which  any  country  chooses  4o  establish  for  itself.  We  instigate  no 
revolutions,  nor  suffer  any  hostile  military  expeditions  to  be  fitted  out  in 
the  United  States  to  invade  the  territory  or  provinces  of  a  friendly  nation. 
The  great  law  of  morality  ought  to  have  a  national,  as  well  as  a  personal 
and  individual  application.  We  should  act  toward  other  nations  as  we 
wish  them  to  act  toward  us  ;  and  justice  and  conscience  should  form  the 
rule  of  conduct  between  governments,  instead  of  mere  power,  self-interest, 
or  the  desire  of  aggrandizement.  To  maintain  a  strict  neutrality  in  for- 
eign wars,  to  cultivate  friendly  relations,  to  reciprocate  every  noble  and 
generous  act,  and  to  perform  punctually  and  scrupulously  every  treaty  ob- 
ligation— these  are  the  duties  which  we  owe  to  other  ptates,  and  by  Jie 

113  Digitized  by  Google 


1936*  FILLM0RE*8   FIRST   ANNUAL   MESSAGE. 

performance  of  which  we  best  entitle  ourselves  to  like  treatment  from 
them  ;  or  if  that,  in  any  case,  bo  refused,  we  can  enforce  our  own  rights 
^with  justice  and  a  clear  conscience. 

In  our  domestic  policy,  the  constitution  will  be  my  guide  ;  and  in  ques- 
*tions  of  doubt,  I  shall  look  for  its  interpretation  to  the  judicial  decisions  of 
-that  tribunal,  which  was  established  to  expound  it,  and  to  the  usage  of 
the  government,  sanctioned  by  the  acquiescence'of  the  country.     I  regard 
all  its  provisions  as  equally  binding.     In  all  its  parts  it  is  the  will  of  the 
people,  expressed  in  the  ihost  solemn  form,  and  the  constituted  author- 
ities are  but  agents  to  carry  that  will  into  effect.      Every  power  which  it 
'has  granted  is  to  be  exercised  for  the  public  good ;  but  no  pretence  of  util- 
ity, no  honest  conviction,  even,  of  what  might  be  expedient,  can  justify 
the  assumption  of  any  power  not  granted.     The  powers  conferred  upon 
the  government  and  their  distribution  to  the  several  departments,   are  as 
clearly  expressed  in  that  sacred  instrument  as  the  imperfection  of  human 
language  will  allow  ;  and  I  deem  it  my  first  duty,  not  to  question  its  wis- 
dom, add  to  its  provisions,  evade  its  requirements,  or  nullify  its  com- 
mands. 

Upon  you,  fellow-citizens,  as  the  representatives  of  the  states  and  the 
people,  is  wisely  devolved  the  legislative  power.  I  shall  comply  with  my 
•duty,  in  laying  before  you,  from  time  to  time,  any  information  calculated 
to  enable  you  to  discharge  your  high  and  responsible  trust,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  our  common  constituents. 

My  opinions  will  be  frankly  expressed  upon  the  leading  subjects  of 
legislation ;  and  if,  which  I  do  not  anticipate,  any  act  should  pass  the  two 
houses  of  Congress  which  should  appear  to  me  unconstitutional,  or  an 
encroachment  on  the  just  powers  of  other  departments,  or  with  provisions 
hastily  adopted,  and  likely  to  produce  consequences  injurious  and  unfore- 
seen, I  should  not  shrink  from  the  duty  of  returning  it  to  you,  with  my 
reasons,  for  your  further  consideration.  Beyond  the  due  performance  of 
these  constitutional  obligations,  both  my  respect  for  the  legislature  and 
my  sense  of  propriety  will  restrain  me  from  any  attempt  to  control  or  in- 
fluence your  proceedings.  With  you  is  the  power,  the  honor,  and  the 
responsibility  of  the  legislation  of  the  country. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  is  a  limited  government.  It  is 
confined  to  the  exercise  of  powers  expressly  granted,  and  such  others  as 
may  be  necessary  for  carrying  those  powers  into  effect ;  and  it  is  at  all 
times  an  especial  duty  to  guard  against  any  infringement  on  the  just  rights 
of  the  states.  Over  the  objects  and  subjects  intrusted  to  Congress,  its 
legislative  authority  is  supreme.  But  here  that  authority  ceases,  and 
every  citizen  who  truly  loves  the  constitution,  and  desires  the  continu- 
ance of  its  existence  and  its  blessings,  will  resolutely  and  firmly  resist 
any  interference  in  those  domestic  afiairs,  which  the  constitution  has 
clearly  and  unequivocally  left  to  the  exclusive  authority  of  the  states. 
And  every  such  citizen  will  also  deprecate  useless  irritation  among  the  sev* 
eral  members  of  the  Union,  and  all  reproach  and  crimination  tending  to  ali- 
enate one  portion  of  the  country  from  another.  The  beauty  of  our  system 
of  government  consists,  and  its  safety  and  durability  must  consist,  in 
avoijding  mutual  collisions  and  encroachments,  and  in  the  regular  separate 
fiction  of  all,  while  each  is  revolving  in  its  own  distinct  orbit. 

The  constitution  has  made  it  the  duty  of  the  president  to  take  care  that 
the  laws  be  faithfully  executed.  In  a  government  like  ours,  in  which  all 
laws  are  passed  by  a  majority  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
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these  representatives  are  chosen  for  such  short  periods,  that  any  injurious 
or  obnoxious  law  can  very  soon  be  repealed,  it  would  appear  unlikely 
that  any  great  numbers  should  be  found  ready  to  resist  the  execution  of 
the  laws.  But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  country  is  extensive, 
that  there  m^y  be  local  interests  or  prejudices  rendering  a  law  odious 
in  one  part,  which  is  not  so  in  another,  and  that  the  thoughtless  and 
inconsiderate,  misled  by  their  passions  or  their  imaginations,  may  be  in- 
duced madly  to  resist  such  laws  as  they  disapprove.  Such  persons  should 
recollect  that,  without  law,  there  can  be  no  real  practical  liberty  ;  that, 
when  law  is  trampled  under  foot,  tyranny  rules,  whether  it  appears  in  the 
form  of  a  military  despotism  or  of  popular  violence.  The  law  is  the  only 
sure  protection  of  the  weak,  and  the  only  efficient  restraint  upon  the  strong. 
When  impartially  and  faithfully  administered,  none  is  beneath  its  protec- 
tion, and  none  above  its  control.  You,  gentlemen,  and  the  country  may 
be  assured,  that  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability,  and  to  the  extent  of  the 
power  vested  in  me,  I  shall  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  take  care  that 
the  laws  be  faithfully  executed.  In  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  solemnly 
imposed  upon  me  by  the  constitution,  and  by  my  oath  of  office,  I  shall 
shrink  from  no  responsibility,  and  shall  endeavor  to  meet  events  as  they 
may  arise,  with  firmness  as  well  as  with  prudence  and  discretion. 

The  appointing  power  is  one  of  the  most  delicate  with  which  the  exec- 
utive is  invested.  I  regard  it  as  a  sacred  trust,  to  be  exercised  with  the 
sole  view  of  advancing  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people.  It  shall 
be  my  effort  to  elevate  the  standard  of  official  employment,  by  selecting 
for  places  of  importance  individuals  fitted  for  the  posts  to  which  they  are 
assigned,  by  their  known  integrity,  talents,  and  virtues.  In  so  extensive 
a  country,  with 'so  great  a  population,  and  where  few  persons  appointed 
to  office  can  be  known  to  the  appointing  power,  mistakes  will  sometimes 
unavoidably  happen,  and  unfortunate  appointments  be  made,  notwithstand- 
ing the  greatest  care.  In  such  cases,  the  power  of  removal  may  be  prop- 
erly exercised  ;  and  neglect  of  duty  or  ma]feasance«in  office  will  be  no 
more  tolerated  in  individuals  appointed  by  myself  than  in  those  appointed 
by  others. 

I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  say  that  no  unfavorable  change  in  our 
foreign  relations  has  taken  place  since  the  message  at  the  opening  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  We  are  at  peace  with  all  nations,  and  we  enjoy 
in  an  eminent  degree  the  blessings  of  that  peace,  in  a  prosperous  and 
growing  commerce,  and  in  all  forms  of  amicable  national  intercourse. 

The  unexampled  growth  of  the  country,  the  present  amount  of  its  pop- 
ulation, and  its  ample  means  of  self-protection,  assure  for  it  the  respect  of 
all  nations  ;  while  it  is  trusted  that  its  character  for  justice,  and  a  regard 
to  the  rights  of  other  states,  will  cause  that  respect  to  be  readily  and 
cheerfully  paid. 

A  convention  was  negotiated  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  in  April  last,  for  facilitating  and  protecting  the  oonstruction  of  a 
ship  canal  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses. '  This  instrument  has  since  been  ratified  by  the  contracting  parties, 
the  exchange  of  ratifications  has  been  effected,  and  proclamation  thereof 
has  been  duly  made. 

In  addition  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  this  convention,  two  other 
objects  remain  to  be  accomplished  between  the  contracting  powers. 

First,  the  designation  and  establishment  of  a  free  port  at  each  end  of 
the  canal. 
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Second,  an  a^eement  fixing  the  distance  from  the  shore  within  which 
belligerent  maritime  operations  shall  not  be  carried  on.  On  these  points 
there  is  but  little  doubt  that  the  two  governments  will  come  to  an  under- 
standing. 

The  company  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  have  acquired  from 
the  state  of  Nicaragua  the  privilege  of  constructing  a  ship  canal  between 
the  two  oceans,  through  the  territory  of  that  state,  have  made  progress  in 
their  preliminary  arrangements.  The  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  of  the  nineteenth  of  April  last,  above  referred  to,  being 
now  in  operation,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  guaranties  which  it  offers  will 
be  Sufficient  to  secure  the  completion  of  the  work  with  all  practicable  ex- 
pedition. It  is  obvious  that  this  result  would  be  indefinitely  postponed,  if 
any  other  than  peaceful  measures,  for  the  purpose  of  harmonizing  conflict- 
ing claims  to  territory  in  that  quarter,  should  be  adopted.  It  will  conse- 
quently be  my  endeavor  to  cause  any  further  negotiations  on  the  part  of 
this  government,  which  may  be  requisite  for  this  purpose,  to  be  so  conduct- 
ed as  to  bring  them  to  a  speedy  and  successful  close. 

Some  unavoidable  delay  has  occurred,  arising  from  distance  and  the 
difficulty  of  intercourse  between  this  government  and  that  of  Nicaragua, 
but,  as  intelligence  has  just  been  received  of  the  appointment  of  an  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  that  government  to  reside  at 
Washington,  whose  arrival  may  soon  be  expected,  it  is  hoped  that  no  fur- 
ther impediments  will  be  experienced  in  the  prompt  transaction  of  busi- 
ness between  the  two  governments. 

Citizens  of  the  United  States  have  undertaken  the  connexion  of  the  two 
oceans  by  means  of  a  railroad  across  the  isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  under 
grants  of  the  Mexican  government  to  a  citizen  of  that  republic.  It  is 
understood  that  a  thorough  survey  of  the  course  of  the  communication 
is  in  preparation,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  it  will  be  prose- 
cuted with  characteristic  energy,  especially  when  that  government  shall 
have  consented  to  such  stipulations  with  the  government  of  the  United 
States  as  may  be  necessary  to  impart  a  feeling  of  security  to  those  who 
may  embark  their  property  in  the  enterprise.  Negotiations  are  pending  for 
the  accomplishment  of  that  object,  and  a  hope  is  confidently  entertained 
that,  when  the  government  of  Mexico  shall  become  duly  sensible  of  the 
advantages  which  that  country  can  not  fail  to  derive  from  the  work,  and 
learn  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  desires  that  the  right  of 
sorereignty  of  Mexico  in  the  isthmus  shall  remain  unimpaired,  the  stipu- 
lations referred  to  will  be  agreed  to  with  alacrity. 

By  the  last  advices  from  Mexico  it  would  appear,  however,  that  that 
government  entertains  strong  objections  to  some  of  the  stipulations  which 
the  parties  concerned  in  the  project  of  the  railroad  deem  necessary  for 
their  protection  and  security.  Further  consideration,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  or 
some  modification  of  terms,  may  yet  reconcile  the  differences  existing  be- 
tween the  two  governments  in  this  respect. 

Fresh  instructions  have  recently  been  given  to  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  in  Mexico,  who  is  prosecuting  the  subject  with  promptitude  and 
ability. 

Although  the  negotiations  with  Portugal,  for  the  payment  of  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  against  that  government,  have  not  yet  re- 
sulted in  a  formal  treaty,  yet  a  proposition,  made  by  the  government  of 
Portugal  for  the  final  adjustment  and  payment  of  those  claims,  has  re- 
cently been  accepted  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.     It  gives  me  pleas* 
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uto  to  say  tliat  Mr.  Clay,  to  whom  the  negotiation  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  had  been  intrusted,  discharged  the  duties  of  his  appointment 
with  ability  and  discretion,  acting  always  within  the  instructions  of  his 
government. 

It  is  expected  that  a  regular  convention  will  be  immediately  negotiated 
for  carrying  the  agreement  between  the  two  governments  into  effect. 

The  commissioner  appointed  under  the  act  of  Congress  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  convention  with  Brazil,  of  the  27th  of  January,  1849,  Las 
entered  upon  the  performance  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  that 
act.  It  is  hoped  that  those  duties  may  be  completed  within  the  time 
which  it  prescribes.  The  documents,  however,  which,  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment, by  the  third  article  of  the  convention,  stipulates  to  furnish  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  have  not  yet  been  received.  As  it  is 
presumed  that  those  documents  will  be  essential  for  the  correct  disposition 
of  the  claims,  it  may  become  necessary  for  Congress  to  extend  the  period 
limited  for  the  duration  of  the  commission.  The  sum  stipulated  by  the 
fourth  article  of  the  convention  to  be  paid  to  this  government  has  been 
received.  , 

The  collection  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  of  discriminating  duties 
upon  the  vessels  of  Chili  and  their  cargoes  has  been  suspended,  pur- 
suant to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  May,  1828. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  measure  will  impart  a  fresh  impulse  to  the  com- 
merce between  the  two  countries,  which,  of  late,  and  especially  since  our 
acquisition  of  California,  has,  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  die  parties, 
been  much  augmented. 

Peruvian  guano  has  become  so  desirable  an  article  to  the  agricultural 
interest  of  the  United  States,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  em- 
ploy all  the  means  properly  in  its  power  for  the  purpose  of  causing  that 
article  to  be  imported  into  the  country  at  a  reasonable  price.  Nothing 
will  be  omitted  on  my  part  toward  accomplishing  this  desirable  end.  I 
am  persuaded  that  in  removing  any  restraints  on  this  traffic,  the  Peruvian 
government  will  promote  its  own  best  interests,  while  it  will  afford  a 
proof  of  a  friendly  disposition  toward  this  country,  which  will  be  duly 
appreciated. 

The  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 
Hawaiian  islands,  which  has  recently  been  made  public,  will,  it  is  be- 
lieved, have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  the  relations  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. 

The  relations  between  those  parts  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo  which 
were  formerly  colonies  of  Spain  and  France,  respectively,  are  still  in  an 
unsettled  condition.  The  proximity  of  that  island  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  delicate  questions  involved  in  the  existing  controversy  there, 
render  it  desirable  that  it  should  be  permanently*  and  speedily  adjusted. 
The  interests  of  humanity  and  of  general  commerce  also  demand  this  ; 
and,  as  intimations  of  the  same  sentiment  have  been  received  from  other 
governments,  it  is  hoped  that  some  plan  may  soon  be  devised  to  effect  the 
object  in  a  manner  likely  to  give  general  satisfaction.  The  government 
of  the  United  States  will  not  fail,  by  the  exercise  of  all  proper  friendly 
offices,  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  put  an  end  to  the  destructive  war  which 
has  raged  between  the  different  parts  of  the  island,  and  to  secure  to  them 
both  the  benefits  of  peace  and  commerce. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  finances. 
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The  total  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the  year  ending  30th  of  Juno  last 
were  forty-seven  millions,  four  hundred  And  tweniy-one  thousand,  seven 
hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars,  and  ninety  cents  ($47,421,748.90). 

The  total  expenditures  during  the  same  period  were  forty -three  millions, 
two  thousand,  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars,  and  ninety  cents 
($43,002,168.90). 

The  public  debt  has  been  reduced,  since  the  last  annual  report  from  the 
treasury  department,  four  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand,  two  hundred 
and  seventy-six  dollars,  and  seventy-nine  cents  ($495,276.79). 

By  the  19lh  section  of  the  act  of  28th  January,  1847,  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  were  pledged  for  the  interest  and  principal 
of  the  public  debt.  The  great  amount  of  those  lands  subsequently 
granted  by  Congress  for  military  bounties,  will,  it  is  believed,  very  nearly 
supply  the  public  demand  for  several  years  to  come,  and  but  little  reliance 
can,  therefore,  be  placed  on  that  hitherto  fruitful  source  of  revenue. 

Aside  from  the  permanent  annual  expenditures,  which  have  necessarily 
largely  increased,  a  portion  of  the  public  debt,  amounting  to  eight  millions, 
seventy-five  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars,  and  fifty-nine 
cents  ($8,075,986.59)  must  be  provided  for  within  the  next  two  fiscal 
years.  It  is  most  desirable  that  these  accruing  demands  should  be  met 
without  resorting  to  new  loans. 

All  experience  has  demonstrated  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  raising  a 
large  portion  of  revenue  for  the  support  of  government  from  duties  on 
goods  imported.  The  power  to  lay  these  duties  is  unquestionable,  and 
its  chief  object,  of  course,  is  to  replenish  the  treasury.  But  if,  in  doing 
this,  an  incidental  advantage  may  be  gained  by  encouraging  the  industry 
of  our  own  citizens,  it  is  our  duty  to  avail  ourr-;lves  of  that  advantage. 

A  duty  laid  upon  an  article  which  can  not  be  produced  in  this  country — 
such  as  tea  and  coffee — add  to  the  cost  of  the  article,  and  is  -chiefly  or 
wholly  paid  by  the  consumer.  But  a  duty  laid  upon  an  article  which  may 
be  produced  here,  stimulates  the  skill  and  industry  of  our  own  country  to 
produce  the  same  article,  which  is  brought  into  the  market  in  competition 
with  the  foreign  article,  and  the  importer  is  thus  compelled  to  reduce  his 
price  to  that  at  which  the  domestic  article  can  be  sold,  thereby  throwing 
a  part  of  the  duly  upon  the  producer  of  the  foreign  article.  The  contin- 
uance of  this  process  creates  the  skill,  and  invites  the  capital,  which 
finally  enable  us  to  produce  the  article  much  cheaper  than  it  could  have 
been  procured  from  abroad,  thereby  benefiting  both  the  producer  and  the 
consumer  at  home.  The  consequence  of  this  is,  that  the  artisan  and  the 
agriculturist  are  brought  together,  each  afibrds  a  ready  market  for  the 
produce  of  the  other,  and  the  whole  country  becomes  prosperous ;  and  the 
ability  to  produce  every  necessary  of  life  renders  us  independent  in  war 
as  well  as  in  peace. 

A  high  tarifif  can  never  be  permanent.  It  will  causa  dissatisfaction,  and 
will  be  changed.  It  excludes  competition,  and  thereby  invites  the  invest- 
ment of  capita]  in  manufactures  to  such  excess,  that  when  changed  it 
brings  distress,  bankruptcy,  and  ruin,  upon  all  who  have  been  misled  by 
is  faithless  protection.  What  the  manufacturer  wants  is  uniformity  and 
permanenc^y,  that  he  may  feel  a  confidence  that  he  is  not  to  be  ruined  by 
sudden  changes.  But  to  make  a  tariflf  uniform  and  permanent,  it  is  not 
only  necessary  thet  the  law  should  not  be  altered,  but  that  the  duty  should 
not  fluctuate.  To  efllect  this,  all  duties  should  be  specific,  wherever  the 
nature  of  the  article  is  such  as  to  admit  of  it.     Ad-valorem  duties  flue- 
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tnate  with  the  price,  and  offer  strong  temptations  to  fraud  and  perjury 
Specific  duties,  on  the  contrary,  are  equal  and  uniform  in  all  ports,  and 
at  all  times,  and  offer  a  strong  inducement  to  the  importer  to  bring  the 
best  article,  as  he  pays  no  more  duty  upon  that  than  upon  one  of  inferior 
quality.  I  therefore  strongly  recommend  a  modification  of  the  present 
tariff,  which  has  prostrated  some  of  our  most  important  and  necessary 
manufactures,  and  that  specific  duties  be  imposed  sufficient  to  raise  the 
requisite  revenue,  and  making  such  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  industrial 
pursuits  of  our  own  country  as  to  encourage  home  production^  without 
excluding  foreign  competition.  It  is  also  important  that  an  unfortunate 
provision  in  the  present  tariff,  which  imposes  a  much  higher  duly  upon 
the  raw  material  that  enters  into  our  manufactures  than  upon  the  manu- 
factured article,  should/be  remedied. 

The  papers  accompanying  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury will  disclose  frauds  attempted  upon  the  revenue,  in  variety  and 
amount  so  great,  as  to  justify  the  conclusion  that  it  is  impossible,  under 
any  system  of  ad-valorem  duties  levied  upon  the  foreign  cost  or  value 
of  the  article,  to  secure  an  honest  observance  and  an  effectual  adminis- 
tration of  the  laws.  The  fraudulent  devices  to  evade  the  laws  which 
have  been  detected  by  the  vigilance  of  the  appraisers,  leave  no  room  to 
doubt  that  similar  impositions  not  discovered,  to  a  large  amount,  have 
been  successfully  practised  since  the  enactment  of  the  law  now  in  force. 
This  state  of  things  has  already  had  a  prejudicial  influence  upon  those 
engaged  in  foreign  commerce.  It  has  a  tendency  to  drive  the  honest' 
trader  from  the  business  of  importing,  and  to  throw  that  important  branch 
of  employment  into  the  hands  of  unscrupulous  and  dishonest  men,  who 
are  alike  regardless  of  law  and  the  obligations  of  an  oath.  By  these 
means  the  plain  intentions  of  Congress,  as  expressed  in  the  law,  are  daily 
defeated.  Every  motive  of  policy  and  duty,  therefore,  impel  me  to  ask 
the  earned  attention  of  Congress  to  this  subject.  If  Congress  should 
deem  it  unwise  to  attempt  any  important  changes  in  the  system  of  levying 
duties  at  this  session,  it  will  become  indispensable  to  the  protection  of  the 
revenue  that  such  remedies  as,  in  the  judgment  of  Congress,  may  miti- 
gate the  evils  complained  of,  should  at  once  be  applied. 

As  before  stated,  specific  duties  would,  in  my  opinion,  afford  the  most 
perfect  remedy  for  this  evil ;  but,  if  you  should  not  concur  in  this  view, 
then,  as  a  partial  remedy,  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  recommend  that  in- 
stead of  taking  the  invoice  of  the  article  abroad  as  a  means  of  determining 
its  value  here,  the  correctness  of  which  invoice  it  is  in  many  cases  impos- 
sible to  verify,  the  law  be  so  changed  as  to  require  a  home  valuation  or 
appraisal,  to  be  regulated  in  such  manner  as  to  give,  as  far  as  practicable, 
uniformity  in  the  several  ports. 

There  being  no  mint  in  California,  I  am  informed  that  the  laborers  in. 
the  mines  are  compelled  to  dispose  of  their  gold  dust  at  a  large  discount. 
This  appears  to  me  to  be  a  heavy  and  unjust  tax  upon  the  labor  of  those 
employed  in  extracting  this  precious  metal ;  and  I  doubt  not  you  will  be 
disposed,  at  the  earliest  period  possible,  to  relieve  them  from  it  by  the 
establishment  of  a  mint.  In  the  meantime,  as  an  assayer's  office  is. 
established  there,  I  would  respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration  the- 
propriety  of  authorizing  gold  bullion,  which  has  been  assayed  and  stamped,, 
to  be  received  in  4)ayment  of  government  dues.  I  can  not  conceive  ihati 
the  treasury  would  suffer  any  loss  by  such  a  provision,  which  will  at  once 
raise  bullion  to  its  par  value,  and  thereby  save  (if  I  am  rightly  informed)* 
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many  millions  of  dollars  to  the  laborers  which  are  now  paid  in  brokerage 
to  convert  this^  precious  metal  into  available  funds.  This  discount  upon 
their  hard  earnings  is  a  heavy  tax,  and  every  effort  should  be  made  by 
the  government  to  relieve  them  from  so  great  a  burden. 

Mote  than  three  fourths  of  our  population  are  engaged  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil.  The  commercial,  manufacturing,  and  navigation  interests  are 
all,  to  a  great  extent,  dependent  on  the  agricultural.  It  is,  therefore,  the 
most  important  interest  of  the  nation,  and  has  a  just  claim  to  the  fostering 
care  and  protection  of  the  government,  so  far  as  they  can  be  extended  con- 
sistently with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution.  As  this  can  not  be  done 
by  the  ordinary  modes  of  legislation,!  respectfully  recommend  the  establish- 
ment of  an  agricultural  bureau,  to  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  giving  to 
this  leading  branch  of  American  industry  the  encouragement  which  it  so 
well  deserves.  In  view  of  the  immense  mineral  resources  of  our  coun- 
try, provisions  should  also  be  made  for  the  employment  of  a  competent 
mineralogist  and  chymist,  who  should  be  required,  under  the  direction  of 
the  head  of  the  bureau,  to  collect  specimens  of  the  various  minerals  of 
our  country,  and  to  ascertain,  by  careful  analysis,  their  respective  ele- 
ments and  properties,  and  their  adaptation  to  useful  purposes.  He  should 
also  be  required  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  qualities  of  different  soils, 
and  the  manures  best  calculated  to  improve  their  productiveness.  By 
publishing  the  results  of  such  experiments,  with  suitable  explanations, 
and  by  the  collection  and  distribution  of  rare  seeds  and  plants,  with  in- 
structions as  to  the  best  system  of  cultivation,  much  may  be  done  to  pro- 
mote this  great  national  interest. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  23d  of  May,  • 
1850,  providing,  among  other  things,  for  taking  the  seventh  census,  a 
superintendent  was  appointed,  and  all  other  measures  adopted  which  were 
deemed  necessary  to  insure  the  prompt  and  faithful  performance  of  that 
duty.  The  appropriation  already  made  will,  it  is  believed,  be  sufficient  to 
defray  the  whole  expense  of  the  work ;  but  further  legislation  may  be 
necessary  in  regard  to  the  compensation  of  some  of  the  marshals  of  the 
territories.  It  will  also  be  proper  to  make  provision  by  law,  at  an  early 
day,  for  the  publication  of  such  abstracts  of  the  retiurns  as  the  public  in- 
terests may  require. 

The  unprecedented  growth  of  our  territories  on  the  Pacific  in  wealth 
and  population,  and  the  consequent  increase  of  their  social  and  commer- 
cial relations  with  the  Atlantic  states,  seem  to  render  it  the  duty  of  the 
government  to  use  all  its  constitutional  power  to  improve  the  means  of  in- 
tercourse with  them.  The  importance  of  opening  "a  line  of  communi- 
cation, the  best  and  most  expeditious  of  which  the  nature  of  the  country 
will  admit,"  between  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Pacific,  was 
brought  to  your  notice  by  my  predecessor,  in  his  annual  message  ;  and  as 
the  reasons  which  he  presented  in  favor  of  the  measure  still  exist  in  full 
force,  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  them,  and  to  repeat  the  rec- 
ommendations then  made  by  him. 

The  uncertainty  which  exists  in  regard  to  the  validity  of  land  titles  in 
California,  is  a  subject  which  demands  your  early  consideration.  Large 
bodies  of  land  in  that  slate  are  claimed  under  grants  said  to  have  been 
made  by  authority  of  the  Spanish*  and  Mexican  governments.  Many  of 
these  have  not  been  perfected,  others  have  been  revoked,  and  some  are 
believed  to  be  fraudulent.  But  until  they  shall  have  been  judicially  in- 
vestigated, they  will  continue  to  retard  the  settlement  and  improvement 
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of  the  country.  I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  provision  be 
made  by  law  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  examine  all  such 
claims  twith  a  view  to  their  final  adjustment. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  propriety  of  extending,  at 
an  early  day,  our  system  of  land  laws,  with  such  modifications  as  may 
be  necessary  over  the  state  of  California  and  the  territories  of  Utah  and 
New  Mexico.  The  mineral  lands  of  California  will,  of  course,  form  an 
exception  to  any  general  system  which  may  be  adopted.  Various  meth- 
ods of  disposing  of  them  have  been  suggested.  I  was  ^t  first  inclined  to 
favor  the  system  of  leasing,  rs  it  seemed  to  promise  the  largest  revenue 
to  the  government  and  to  afford  the  best  security  against  monopolies  ;  but 
further  reflection,  and  our  experience  in  leasing  the  lead  mines  and  sel- 
ling lands  upon  credit,  have  brought  my  mind  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
would  be  great  difficulty  in  collecting  the  rents,  and  that  the  relation  of 
debtor  and  creditor,  between  the  citizens  and  the  government,  would  be 
attended  with  many  mischievous  consequences.  I  therefore  recommend 
that,  instead  of  retaining  the  mineral  lands  under  the  permanent,  con- 
trol of  the  government,  they  be  divided  into  small  parcels  and  sold,  under 
such  restrictions,  as  to  quantity  and  time,  as  will  insure  the  best  price, 
and  guard  most  effectually  against  combinations  of  capitalists  to  obtain 
monopolies. 

The  annexation  of  Texas  and  the  acquisition  of  California  and  New 
Mexico  have  given  increased  importance  to  our  Indian  relations.  The 
various  tribes  brought  under  our  jurisdiction  by  these  enlargements  of 
our  boundaries  are  estimated  to  embrace  a  population  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  four  thousand. 

Texas  and  New  Mexico  are  surrounded  by  powerful  tribes  of  Indians, 
who  are  a  source  of  constant  terror  and  annoyance  to  the  inhabitants. 
Separating  into  small  predatory  bands,  and  always  mounted,  they  overrun 
the  country,  devastating  farms,  destroying  crops,  driving  off  whole  herds 
of  cattle,  and  occasionally  murdering  the  inhabitants  or  carrying  them 
into  captivity.  The  great  roads  leading  into  the  country  are  infested  with 
them,  whereby  travelling  is  rendered  extremely  dangerous,  and  emi- 
gration is  almost  entirely  arrested. ,  The  Mexican  frontier,  which,  by  the 
11th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  we  are.  bound  to  protect 
against  the  Indians  within  our  border,  is  exposed  to  these  incursions 
equally  with  our  own.  The  military  force  stationed  in  that  country  (al- 
though forming  a  large  proportion  of  the  army)  is  represented  as  entirely 
inadequate  to  our  own  protection  and  the  fulfilment  of  our  treaty  stipu- 
lations with  Mexico.  The  principal  deficiency  is  in  cavalry,  and  I  rec- 
ommend that  Congress  should,  at  as  early  a  period  as  practicable,  provide 
for  the  raising  of  one  or  more  regiments  of  mounted  men. 

For  further  suggestions  on  this  subject,  and  others  connected  with  our 
domestic  interests,  and  the  defence  of  our  frontier,  I  refer  you  to  the  re- 
ports of  the  secretary  of  the  interior  and  of  the  secretary  of  war. 

I  commend  also  to  your  fiivorable  consideration  the  suggestion  contained 
in  the  last  mentioned  report,  and  in  the  letter  of  the  general-in-chief,  rela- 
tive to  the  establishment  of  an  asylum  for  the  relief  of  disabled  and  des- 
titute soldiers.  This  subject  appeals  so  strongly  to  your  sympathies,  that 
it  would  be  superfluous  in  mo  to  say  anything  more  than  barely  to  ex- 
press my  cordial  approbation  of  the  proposed  object.^ 

The  navy  continues  to  give  protection  to  our  commerce  and  other  na- 
tional interests  in  tha  different  quarters  of  the  globe,  and,  with  the  ex- 
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ception  of  a  single  steamer  on  the  northern  lakes,  the  ressels  in  commit* 
sion  are  distributed  in  six  different  squadrons. 

The  report  of  the  head  of  that  department  will  exhibit  the  services  of 
these  squadrons,  and  of  the  several  vessels  employed  in  each  during  the 
past  year.  It  is  a  source  of  gratification  that,  while  they  have  been  con- 
stantly prepared  for  any  hostile  emergency,  they  have  everywhere  met 
with  the  respect  and  courtesy  due  as  well  to  the  dignity  as  to  the  peace- 
ful dispositions  and  just  purposes  of  the  nation. 

The  two  brigantines  accepted  by  the  government  from  a  generous  citi- 
zen of  New  York,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  an  officer  of  the 
navy,  to  proceed  to  the  Arctic  seas  in  quest  of  the  British  commander, 
Sir  John  Franklin,  and  his  companions,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of 
Congress,  approved  in  May  last,  had,  when  last  heard  from,  penetrated 
into  a  high  northern  latitude  ;  but  the  success  of  this  noble  and  humane 
enterprise  is  yet  uncertain. 

I  invite  your  aitention  to  the  view  of  our  present  naval  establishment 
and  resources  presented  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  the 
suggestions  therein  made  for  its  improvements,  together  with  the  naval 
policy  recommended  for  the  security  of  our  Pacific  coast,  and  the  protec- 
tion and  extension  of  our  commerce  with  eastern  Asia.  Our  facilities 
for  a  larger  participation  in  the  trade  of  the  east,  by  means  of  our  recent 
settlement  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  are  too  obvious  to  be  overlooked 
or  disregarded. 

The  questions  in  relation  to  rank  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  relative 
rank  between  officers  of  the  two  branches  of  the  service',  presented  to  the 
executive  by  certain  resolutions  of  the  house  of  representatives,  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  have  been  submitted  to  a  board  of  officers  in 
each  branch  of  the  service,  and  their  report  may  be  expected  at  an  early 
day. 

I  also  earnestly  recommend  the  enactment  of  a  law  authorizing  officers 
of  the  army  and  navy  to  be  retired  from  the  service  when  incompetent 
for  its  vigorous  and  active  duties,  taking  care  to  make  suitable  provision 
for  those  who  have  faithfully  served  their  country,  and  awarding  distinc- 
tions, by  retaining  in  appropriate  commands  those  who  have  been  particu- 
larly conspicuous  for  gallantry  and  good  conduct.  While  the  obligation 
of  the  country  to  maintain  and  honor  those  who,  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
pursuits,  have  devoted  themselves  to  its  arduous  service,  is  acknowledged, 
this  obligation  should  not  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  efficiency  of 
the  service  itself. 

I  am  gratified  in  being  able  to  state,  that  the  estimates  of  expenditure 
for  the  navy  in  the  ensuing  year  are  less,  by  more  than  one  million  of  dol- 
lars, than  those  of  the  present,excepting  the  appropriation  which  may  be- 
come necessary  for  the  construction  of  a  dock  on  the  coast  of  the  Patific, 
propositions  far  which  are  now  being  considered,  and  on  which  a  special 
report  may  be  expected  early  in  your  present  session. 

There  is  an  eviden.  justness  in  the  suggestion  of  the  same  report,  that 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service  proper  should  be  separated  from  those 
for  fixed  and  permanent  objects,  such  as  building  docks  and  navy-yards, 
and  the  fixtures  attached  ;  and  from  the  extraordinary  objects  under  the 
care  of  the  department  which,  however  important,  are  not  essentially  naval. 

A  revision  of  the  code  for  the  government  of  the  navy  seems  to  require 
the  immediate  consideration  of  Congress.  Its  system  of  crimes  and  pun- 
ishments had  undergone  no  change  for  half  a  century,  until  the  last  session 
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though  its  defects  have  been  often  and  ably  pointed  out,  and  the  abolition 
of  a  particular  species  of  corporal  punishment,  which  then  took  place, 
without  providing  any  substitute,  has  left  the  service  in  a  state  of  defect- 
iveness, which  calls  for  prompt  correction.  I  therefore  recommend  that 
the  whole  subject  be  revised  without  delay,  and  such  a  system  established 
for  the  enforcement  of  discipline  as  shall  be  at  once  humane  and  effectual. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  postmaster-general  presents  a  satis- 
factory view  of  the  operations  and  condition  of  that  department. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  length  of  the  inland  mail-routes 
in  the  United  States  (not  embracing  the  service  in  Oregon  and  California) 
was  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  thousand,  six  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  miles  ;  the  annual  transportation  thereon,  forty-six  millions,  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-one  thousand,  four  hundred  and  twenty-three  miles ;  and 
the  annual  cost  of  such  transportation  two  millions,  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-four  thousand,  four  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars. 

The  increase  of  the  annual  transportation  over  that  of  the  preceding 
year  was  three  millions,  nine  hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand,  three 
hundred  and- fifty-four  miles,  and  the  increase  in  cost  was  three  hundred 
and  forty-two  thousand,  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

The  number  of  posloffices  in  the  United  States  on  the  first  day  of 
July  last,  was  eighteen  thousand,  four  hundred  and  seventeen — being  an 
increase  of  one  thousand,  six  hundred  and  seventy  during  the  preceding 
year. 

The  gross  revenues  of  the  department  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1850,  amounted  to  five  millions,  five  hundred  and  fifty-two  thousand, 
nine  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars,  and  forty  eight  cents,  including  the 
annual  appropriation  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  franked 
matter  of  the  departments,  and  excluding  the  foreign  postages  collected 
for  and  payable  to  the  British  government. 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period  were  five  millions,  two  hundred 
and  twelve  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars,  and  forty-three 
cents — leaving  a  balance  of  revenue  over  expenditures  of  three  hundred 
and  forty  thousand,  and  eighteen  dollars,  and  five  cents. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  fiscal  condition  of  the  department  is  such 
as  to  justify  the  postmaster-general  in  recommending  the  reduction  of 
our  inland  letter  postage  to  three  cents  the  single  letter  when  prepaid, 
and  five  cents  when  not  prepaid.  He  also  recommends  that  the  prepaid 
rate  shall  be  reduced  to  two  cents  whenever  the  revenues  of  the  depart- 
ment, after  the  reduction,  shall  exceed  its  expenditures  by  more  than  &ve 
per  cent,  for  two  consecutive  years  ;  that  the  postage  upon  California  and 
other  letters  sent  by  our  ocean- steamers  shall  be  much  reduced  ;  and  that 
the  rates  of  postage  on  newspapers,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  and  other 
printed  matter,  shall  be  modified,  and  some  reduction  thereon  made. 

It  can  not  be  doubted  that  the  proposed  reductions  will,  for  the  present, 
diminish  the  revenues  of  the  department.  It  is  believed  that  the  deficien- 
cy, after  the  surplus  already  accumulated  shall  be  exhausted,  may  be 
almost  wholly  met,  either  by  abolishing  the  existing  privileges  of  sending 
free  matter  through  the  mails,  or  by  paying  out  of  the  treasury  to  the  post- 
office  department  a  sum  equivalent  to  the  postage  of  which  it  is  deprived 
by  such  privileges.  The  last  is  supposed  to  be  the  preferable  mode,  and 
will,  if  not  entirely,  so  nearly  supply  that  deficiency  as  to  make  any  fur- 
ther appropriation  that  may  be  found  necessary  so  inconsiderable  as  to 
form  DO  obstacle  to  the  proposed  reductions. 
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I  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  authority  of  Congress  to  make  appropria- 
tions for  leading  objects  in  that  class  of  public  works  comprising  what  are 
usually  called  works  of  internal  improvement.  This  authority  I  suppose 
to  be  derived  chiefly  from  the  power  of  regulating  commerce  with  foreign 
nations  and  among  the  states,  and  the  power  of  laying  and  collecting  im- 
posts. Where  commerce  is  to  be  carried  oh,  and  imposts  collected,  there 
must  be  ports  and  harbors,  as  well  els  wharves  and  customhouses.  If 
ships,  laden  with  valuable  cargoes,  approach  the  shore,  or  sail  along  the 
coast,  lighthouses  are  necessary  at  suitable  points  for  the  protection  of 
life  and  property.  Other  facilities  and  securities  for  commerce  and  navi- 
gation are  hardly  less  important ;  and  those  clauses  of  the  constitution, 
therefore,  to  which  I  have  referred,  have  received  from  the  origin  of  the 
government  a  liberal  and  beneficial  construction.  Not  only  have  light- 
houses, buoys,  and  beacons,  been  established,  and  floating  lights  main- 
tained, but  harbors  have  been  cleared  and  improved,  piers  constructed, 
and  even  breakwaters  for  the  safety  of  shipping,  and  sea-walls  to  pro- 
tect harbors  from  being  filled  up  and  rendered  useless,  by  the  action 
of  the  ocean,  have  been  erected  at  very  great  expense.  And  this  con- 
struction of  the  constitution  appears  the  more  reasonable  from  the  consid- 
eration, that  if  these  works,  of  such  evident  importance  and  utility,  are 
not  to  be  accomplished  by  Congress,  they  can  not  be  accomplished  at  all. 
By  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  the  several  states  voluntarily  parted 
with  the  power  of  collecting  duties  of  imposts  in  their  own  ports  ;  and  it 
is  not  to  be  expected  that  they  should  raise  money,  by  internal  taxation 
direct  or  indirect,  for  the  benefit  of  that  commerce,  the  revenues  derived 
from  which  do  not,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  go  into  their  own  treasuries. 
Nor  do  I  perceive  any  difference  between  the  power  of  Congress  to  make 
appropriations  for  objects  of  this  kind  on  the  ocean  and  the  power  to  make 
appropriations  for  similar  objects  on  lakes  and  rivers,  wherever  they  are 
large  enough  to  bear  on  their  waters  an  extensive  traflic.  The  magnifi- 
cent Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  and  the  vast  lakes  of  the  north  and 
northwest,  appear  to  me  to  fall  within  the  exercise  of  the  power,  as  just- 
ly and  as  clearly  as  the  ocean  and  the  gulf  of  Mexico.  It  is  a  mistake 
to  regard  expenditures  judiciously  made  for  these  objects  as  expenditures 
fur  local  purposes.  The  position  or  site  of  the  work  is  necessarily 
local ;  but  its  utility  is  general.  A  ship-canal  around  the  falls  of  St. 
Mary  of  less  than  a  mile  in  length,  though  local  in  its  construction,  would 
yet  be  national  in  its  purpose  and  its  benefits,  as  it  would  remove  the 
only  obstruction  to  a  navigation  of  more  than  a  thousand  miles,  eflfect- 
ing  several  states,  as  well  as  our  commercial  relations  with  Canada.  So, 
too,  the  breakwater  at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  is  erected,  not  for  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  the  states  bordering  on  the  bay  and  river  of  that  name, 
but  for  that  of  the  whole  coastwise  navigation  of  the  United  States,  and, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  also  of  foreign  commerce.  If  a  ship  be  lost  on 
the  bar  at  the  entrance  of  a  southern  port  for  want  of  sufficient  depth  of 
water,  it  is  very  likely  to  be  a  northern  ship ;  and  if  a  steamboat  be  sunk 
in  any  part  of  the  Mississippi,  on  account  of  its  channel  not  having  been 
properly  cleared  of  obstructions,  it  may  be  a  boat  belonging  to  either  of 
eight  or  ten  states.  I  may  add,  as  somewhat  remarkable,  that  among  all 
the  thirty-one  states  there  is  none  that  is  not,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
bounded  on  the  ocean  or  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  or  one  of  the  great  lakes,  or 
some  navigable  river. 

In  fulfilling  our  constitutional  duties,  fellow-citizens,  on  this  subject,  as 
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in  carrying  into  effect  all  other  powers  conferred  hy  the  constitution,  we 
should  consider  onnelves  as  deliberatingf  and  acting  for  one  and  the  same 
country,  and  bear  constantly  in  mind  that  our  regard  and  our  duty  are 
due,  not  to  a  particular  part  only,  but  to  the  whole.  • 

I  therefore  recommend  that  appropriations  be  made  for  completing  such 
works  as  have  been  already  begun,  and  for  commencing  such  others  as 
may  seem  to  the  wisdom,  of  Congress  to  be  of  public  and  general  impor- 
tance. 

The  difficulties  and  delays  incident  to  the  settlement  of  private  claims 
by  Congress,  arAount  in  many  cases  to  a  denial  of  justice.  There  is  rea* 
son  to  apprehend  that  many  unfortunate  creditors  of  the  government  have 
thereby  been  unavoidably  ruined.  Congress  has  so  much  business  of  a 
public  character,  that  it  is  impossible  it  should  give  much  attention  to 
more  private  claims  ;  and  their  accumulation  is  now  so  great,  that  many 
claimants  must  despair  of  ever  being  able  to  obtain  a  hearing.  It  may 
well  be  doubted  whether  Congress,  from  the  nature  of  its  organization,  is 
properly  constituted  to  decide  upon  such  cases.  It  is  impossible  that 
each  member  should  examine  the  merits  of  every  claim  on  which  he  is 
compelled  to  vote  ;  and  it  is  preposterous  to  ask  a  judge  to  decide 
a  case  whiclf  he  has  never  heard.  Such  decisions  may,  and  fre- 
quently must,  do  injustice  either  to  the  claimant  or  the  government, 
and  I  perceive  no  better  remedy  for  this  growing  evil  than  the  estab- 
lishment of  some  tribunal  to  adjudicate  upon  such  claims.  I  beg 
leave,  therefore,  most  respectfully,  to  recommend  that  provision  be 
made  by  law  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  settle  all  private 
claims  against  the  United  States  ;  and,  as  an  exparte  hearing  must  in  all 
contested  cases  be  very  unsatisfactory,  I  also  recommend  the  appointment 
of  a  solicitor,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  represent  the  government  before 
such  commission,  and  protect  it  against  all  illegal,  fraudulent,  or  unjust 
claims,  which  may  be  presented  for  their  adjudication. 

This  district,  which  ha^  neither  voice  nor  vote  in  your  deliberations, 
looks  to  you  for  protection  and  aid,  and  I  commend  all  its  wants  to  your 
favorable  consideration,  with  a  full  confidence  that  you  will  meet  them 
not  only  with  justice,  but  with  liberality.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  in  this  city,  laid  out  by  Washington  and  consecrated  by  his  name,  is 
located  the  Capitol  of  our  nation,  the  emblem  of  our  Union  and  the  sym- 
bol of  our  greatness.  Here,  also,  are  situated  all  the  public  buildings 
necessary  for  the  use  of  the  government,  and  all  these  are  exempt  from 
taxation.  It  should  be  the  pride  of  Americans  to  render  this  place  attrac- 
tive to  the  people  of  the  whole  republic,  and  convenient  and  safe  for  the 
transaction  of  the  public  business  and  the  preservation  of  the  public 
records.  The  government  should,  therefore,  bear  a  liberal  proportion  of 
the  burdens  of  all  necessary  and  useful  improvements.  And,  as  nothing 
could  contribute  more  to  the  health,  comfort,  and  safety  of  the  city,  and 
the  security  of  the  public  buildings  and  records,  than  an  abundant  supply 
of  pure  water,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  you  make  such  provisions 
for  obtaining  the  same  as  in  your  wiedom  you  may  deem  proper. 

The  act  passed  at  your  last  session,  making  certain  propositions  to 
Texas  for  settling  the  disputed  boundary  between  that  state  and  the 
territory  of  New  Mexico,  was,  immediately  on  its  passage,  transmitted  by 
express  to  the  governor  of  Texas,  to  be  laid  by  him  before  the  general 
assembly  for  its  agreement  thereto.  Its  receipt  was  duly  acknowledged, 
but  no  official  information  has  yet  been  received  of  the  action  of  the  gen- 
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eral  assembly  thereon  ;  it  may,  however,  be  very  soon  expected,  as,  b> 
the  terms  of  the  propositions  submitted,  they  were  to  have  been  acted 
upon  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  present  month. 

It  was  hardly  to  have  been  expected  that  the  series  of  measures 
passed  at  your  last  session,  with  the  view  of  healing  the  sectional 
differences  which  had  sprung  from  the  slavery  and  territorial  questions, 
should  at  once  have  realized  their  beneficent  purpose.  All  mutual 
concession  in  the  nature  of  ai  compromise  must  necessarily  be  un- 
irelcome  to  men  of  extreme  opinions.  And  though  without  such  con- 
cessions our  constitution  could  not  have  been  formed,  •and  can  not  be 
permanently  sustained,  yet  we  have  seen  them  made  the  subject  of 
bitter  controversy  in  both  sections  of  the  republic.  It  required  many 
months  of  discussion  and  deliberation  to  secure  the  concurrence  of  a  ma- 
jority of  Congress  in  their  favor.  It  would  be  strange  if  they  had  been 
received  with  immediate  approbation  by  people  and  states  prejudiced 
and  heated  by  the  exciting  controversies  of  their  representatives.  I  be- 
lieve those  measures  to  have  been  required  by  the  circumstances  and  con- 
dition of  the  country.  I  believe  they  were  necessary  to  allay  asperities 
and  animosities  that  were  rapidly  alienating  one  section  of  the  country 
from  another,  and  destroying  those  fraternal  sentiments  which  are  the 
'  strongest  supports  of  the  constitution.  They  were  adopted  in  the  spirit 
of  conciliation,  and  for  the  purpose  of  conciliation.  I  believe  that  a 
great  majority  of  our  fellow-citizens  sympathize  in  that  spirit  and  that  pur- 
pose, and  in  the  main  approve,  and  are  prepared  in  all  respects  to  sustain, 
these  enactments.  I  can  not  doubt  that  the  American  people  bound  to- 
gether by  kindred  blood  and  common  traditions,  still  cherish  a  paramount 
regard  for  the  Union  of  their  fathers  ;  and  that  they  are  ready  to  rebuke 
any  attempt  to  violate  ifs  integrity,  to  disturb  the  compromises  on  which 
it  is  based,  or  to  resist  the  laws  which  have  been  enacted  under  its  au- 
thority. 

The  series  of  measures  to  which  I  have  alluded  are  regarded  by  me 
as  a  settlement,  in  principle  and  substance — a  final  settlement — of  the  dan- 
gerous and  exciting  subjects  which  they  embrace.  Most  of  these  sub- 
jects, indeed,  are  beyond  your  reach,  as  the  legislation  which  disposed 
of  them  was,  in  its  character,  final  and  irrevocable.  It  may  be  presumed, 
from  the  opposition  which  they  all  encountered,  that  none  of  those  meas- 
ures was  free  from  imperfections,  but  in  their  mutual  dependence  and 
connexion  they  formed  a  system  of  compromise,  the  most  conciliatory, 
and  best  for  the  entire  country,  that  could  be  obtained  from  conflicting 
sectional  interests  and  opinions. 

For  this  reason  I  recommend  your  adherence  to  the  adjustment  estab- 
lished by  those  measures,  until  time  and  experience  shall  demonstrate  the 
necessity  of  further  legislation  to  guard  against  evasion  or  abuse. 

By  that  adjustment  we  have  been  rescued  from  the  wide  and  bound- 
less agitation  that  surrounded  us,  and  have  a  firm,  distinct,  and  legal 
ground  to  rest  upon.  And  the  occasion,  I  trust,  will  justify  me  in  exhort- 
ing my  countrymen  to  rally  upon  and  maintain  that  ground,  as  the  best, 
if  not  the  only  means  of  restoring  peace  and  quiet  to  the  country,  and 
maintaining  inviolate  the  integrity  of  the  Union. 

And  now,  fellow-citizens,  I  can  not  bring  this  communication  to  a  close 
without  invoking  you  to  join  me  in  humble  and  devout  thanks  to  the 
Great  Ruler  of  nations  for  the  multiplied  blessings  which  he  has  gracious- 
ly bestowed  upon  us.     His  hand,  so  often  visible  in  our  preservation,  has 
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stayed  tlie  pestilence,   s^ved  us  from  foreign  wars  and  domestic  dis- 
turbances, and  scattered  plenty  throughout  the  land.  , 

Our  liberties,  religious  and  civil,  have  been  maintained,  the  fountains 
of  knowledge  have  all  been  kept  open,  and  means  of  happiness  widely 
spread  and  generally  enjoyed,  greater  than  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any 
other  nation.  And  while  deeply  penetrated  with  gratitude  for  the  past, 
let  us  hope  that  His  all  wise  providence  will  so  guide  our  counsels  as  that 
they  shall  result  in  giving  satisfaction  to  our  constituents,  securing  the 
peace  of  the  country,  and  adding  new  strength  to  the  united  government 
under  which  we  live. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
December  13,  1850. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : — 

I  HAVE  the  pleasure  of  announcing  to  Congress  the  agreement  on  the 
part  of  Texas  to  the  propositions  offered  to  that  state  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  on  the  ninth  day  of  September  last,  entitled  "  An  act  pro- 
posing to  the  state  of  Texas  the  establishment  of  her  northern  and  western 
boundaries,  the  relinquishment  by  the  said  state  of  all  territory  claimed 
by  her  exterior  to  said  boundaries,  and  of  all  her  claims  upon  the  United 
States,  and  to  establish  a  territorial  government  for  New  Mexico." 

By  the  terms  of  that  act,  it  was  required  that  the  agreement  of  Texas 
to  the  propositions  contained  in  it  should  be  given  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty.  An  authenticated  transcript 
of  a  law,  passed  by  the  legislature  of  Texas  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
November,  agreeing  to  and  accepting  the  propositions  contained  in  the 
act  of  Congress,  has  been  received.  This  law,  afler  reciting  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  of  Congress,  proceeds  to  enact  and  declare  as  follows,  viz.: 

"  Therefore,  first :  Be  it  enacted  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Texas, 
That  the  state  of  Texas  hereby  agrees  to  and  accepts  said  propositions, 
and  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  said  state  shall  be  bound  by  the  terms 
thereof,  according  to  their  true  import  and  meaning. 

"  Second  :  That  the  governor  of  this  state  be,  and  is  hereby,  requested 
to  cause  a  copy  of  this  act,  authenticated  under  the  seal  of  the  state,  to 
be  furnished  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  mail,  as  early  as 
practicable  ;  and  also  a  copy  thereof,  certified  in  like  manner,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  each  of  the  senators  and  representatives  of  Texas  in  Congress  ; 
and  that  this  act  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

"  C.  G.  Keenan, 
"  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
"John  A.  Greer, 
"  President  of  the  Senate, 
"Approved,  November  25,  1850. 

«  P.  H.  Bell."      , 

From  the  common  sources  of  public  information,  it  would  appear  that 
a  very  remarkable  degree  of  unanimity  prevailed,  not  only  in  the  legisla* 
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ture,  but  among  the  people  of  Texas,  in  respect  to  the  agreement  of  the 
state  to  that  which  had  been  proposed  by  Congress. 

I  can  not  refrain  from  congratulating  Congress  and  the  country  on  the 
success  of  this  great  and  leading  measure  of  conciliation  and  peace.  The 
difficulties  (elt,  and  the  dangers  apprehended,  from  the  vast  acquisitions 
of  territory  under  the  late  treaty  with  Mexico,  seem  now  happily  overco- 
by  the  wisdom  of  Congress.  Within  that  territory  there  already  exists 
one  state,  respectable  for  the  amount  of  her  population,  distinguished  for 
singular  activity  and  enterprise,  and  remarkable,  in  many  respects,  from 
her  condition  and  history.  This  new  state  has  come  into  the  Union 
with  manifestations  not  to  be  mistaken  of  her  attachment  to  that  consti- 
tution and  that  government  which  now  embrace  her  and  her  interests 
within  their  protecting  and  beneficent  control.  • 

Over  the  residue  of  the  acquired  territories  regular  territorial  govern- 
ments are  now  established,  in  the  manner  which  has  been  most  usual  in 
the  history  of  this  government.  Various  other  acts  of  Congress  may  un- 
doubtedly be  requisite  for  the  benefit,  as  well  as  for  the  proper  govern- 
ment, of  these  so  distant  parts^f  the  country.  But  the  same  legislative 
wisdom  which  has  triumphed  over  the  principal  difficulties,  and  accom- 
plished the  main  end,  may  safely  be  relied  on  for  whatever  measures  may 
yet  be  found  necessary  to  perfect  its  work  ;  so  that  the  acquisition  of  these 
vast  regions  to  the  United  States  may  rather  strengthen  than  weaken  the 
constitution,  which  is  over  us  all,  and  the  Union,  which  affords  such 
ample  daily  proofs  of  its  inestimable  value. 


TEXAS    PROCLAMATION. 
December  13,  1850. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  the  ninth 
of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  entitled  "  An  act 
proposing  to  the  state  of  Texas  the  establishment  of  her  northern  and 
western  boundaries,  the  relinquishment  by  the  said  stale  of  all  territory 
claimed  by  her  exterior  to  said  boundaries,  and  of  all  her  claims  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  establish  a  territorial  government  for  New  Mexico," 
it  was  provided,  that  the  following  propositions  should  be,  and  the  same 
were  thereby,  offered  to  the  state  of  Texas,  which,  when  agreed  to  by  the 
said  state,  in  an  act  passed  by  the  general  assembly,  should  be  binding 
and  obligatory  upon  the  United  States  and  upon  the  said  state  of  Texas  : 
Provided,  The  said  agreement  by  the  said  general  assembly  should  be 
given  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty  ; 
namely :  — 

"  First.  The  state  of  Texas  will  agree  that  her  boundary  on  the  north 
shall  commence  at  the  point  at  which  the  meridian  of  one  hundred 
degrees  west  from  Greenwich  is  intersected  by  the  parallel  of  thirty-six 
degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north  lattitude,  and  shall  run  from  said  point 
due  west  to  the  meridian  of  one  hundred  and  three  degrees  west  from  , 
Greenwich ;  thence  her  boundary  shall  run  due  south  to  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  north  latitude ;  thence  on  the  said  parallel  of  thirty-two  degrees 
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^  north  latitude  te  the  Rto  Bravo  del  Norte,  and  thence  with  the  channel 
of  said  river  to  the  gulf  of  Mexico." 

**  Second.  The  state  of  Texas  cedes  to  the  United  States  all  her  claim) 
to  territory  exterior  to  the  limits  and  boundaries  which  she  agrees  to« 
establish  by  the  first  article  of  this  agreement." 

^*Third,  The  state  of  Texas  relinquishes  all  elaim  upon  the  United 
States  for  liability  of  the  debts  of  Texas,  and  for  compensation  or  indem- 
nity for  the  surrender  to  the  United  States  of  her  ships,  forts,  arsenals, 
customhouses,  customhouse  revenues,  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and 
public  buildings  with  their  sites,  which  became  the  property  of  the  United 
States  at  the  time  of  the  annexation." 

** Fourth.  The  United  States,  in  consideration  of  said  establishment  of 
boundaries,  cession  of  claim  to  territory,  and  relinquishment  of  claims,, 
will  pay  to  the  state  of  Texas  the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  in  a  stock 
bearing  five  per  cent,  interest,  and  redeemable  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years, 
ihe  interest  payable  half-yeady  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States." 

**  Fifth.  Immediately  after  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
been  furnished  with  an  authentic  copy  of  the  act  of  the  general  assembly 
of  Texas  accepting  these  propositions,  he  shall  cause  the  stock  to  be 
issued  in  favor  of  the  state  of  Texas,  as  provided  for  in  the  fourth  article 
of  this  agreement :  Provided  also,  That  no  more  than  five  millions  of  said 
«tock  shall  be  issued  until  the  creditors  of  the  state  holding  bonds  and 
other  certificates  of  stock  of  Texas  for  which  duties  on  imports  were 
specially  pledged,  shall  at  first  file  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States 
releases  of  all  claims  against  the  United  States  for  or  on  account  of  said 
bonds  or  certificates  in  such  form  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  and  approved  by  the  president  of  the  United  States.  PrO' 
vided^  That  noihing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  impair  or 
qualify  anything  contained  in  the  third  article  of  the  second  section  of  the 
*joint  resolution  for  annexing  Texas  to  the  United  States,'  approved  March 
first,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- five,  either  as  regards  the  number  of  states, 
(hat  may  hereafter  be  formed  out  of  the  state  of  Texas,  or  otherwise." 

And  whereas  it  was  further  provided,  by  the  eighteenth  section  of  the 
same  act  of  Congress,  "  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  suspended  until  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the 
state  of  Texas  shall  be  adjusted,  and  when  such  adjustment  shall  have 
been  efiected,  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  issue  his  proclama* 
lion  declaring  this  act  to  be  in  full  force  and  operation :" 

And  whereas  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Texas,  by  an  act  approved 
the  twenty-fifth  of  November  last,  entitled  **  An  act  accepting  the  proposi- 
tions made  by  the  United  States  to  the  state  of  Texas,  in  act  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  approved  the  ninth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  entitled  'An  act  proposing  to  the  state 
of  Texas  the  establishment  of  her  northern  and  western  boundaries,  the 
relinquishment  by  the  said  state  of  all  territory  claimed  by  her  exterior  to 
said  boundaries,  and  of  all  her  claims  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  es- 
.  tablish  a  territorial  government  for  New  Mexico," — of  which  act  a  copy 
authenticated  under  the  seal  of  the  state  has  been  furnished  to  the  presi- 
dent—enacts "  that  the  state  of  Texas  hereby  agrees  to  and  accepts  said 
propositions  and  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  said  state  shall  be  bound  to 
the  terms  thereof,  according  to  their  true  import  and  meaning :" 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Millard  Fillmore,  president  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  that  the  said  act  of  the  Congress 
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of  the  United  States,  of  the  ninth  day  of  September  last,  is  in  full  ftnrce 
and  operation. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  thirteenth  day 
of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  the  seventy-fifth  of  the  independence  of  these  United  States. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
December  17,  1850. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stated  : — 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  communica^ 
tiilg  a  report  of  a  board  of  officers,  to  which,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution 
of  the  senate,  passed  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  were  submitted  the 
questions  proposed  therein  relative  to  the  expediency  and  necessity  of 
creating  additional  grades  of  commissioned  officers  in  the  army,  and  of 
enacting  provisions  authorizing  officers  of  the  army  to  exercise  civil  func- 
tions in  emergencies  to  be  enumerated,  and  restraining  them  from  usurp- 
.ing  the  powers  of  civil  functionaries. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
January  3,  1851. 


'  To  the  House  of  Representatives : — 

Bt  a  resolution  passed  by  the  house  of  representatires  on  the  24tb  day 

"Of  July,  1850,  the  president  was  requested  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and 

•  communicated  to  the  house  certain  opinions  of  the  attorneys-general 
therein  specified.  On  inquiry,  I  learned  that  the  force  employed  in  the 
attorney-general's  office  was  not  sufficient  to  perform  this  work ;  conse- 

.quently,  I  employed  Benjamin  F.  Hall,  Esq.,  a  counsellor- ai-law,  on  the 
9th  day  of  September  last,  to  execute  it,  and  requested  him  to  commence 
it  immediately.  I  informed  him  that  I  was  not  authorized  to  give  any 
other  assurances  as  to  compensation  than  that  it  rested  with  Congress  to 
provide  and  ^yi  it.  I  believe  Mr.  Hall  to  be,  in  all  respects,  competent  and 
well  fitted  for  the  task  which  he  has  undertaken,  and  diligent  in  the  per- 
formance of  it ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  most  just  mode  of  compen- 
sation will  be  to  make  a  per-diem  allowance  of  eight  dollars  per  day  for 
the  time  actually  employed,  to  be  paid  on  the  certificate  of  the  attorney- 
general. 

r  also  transmit  herewith  a  portion  of  the  manuscript  prepared  in  pursu- 
ance of  said  resolution,  with  a  letter  from  Mr  Hall  to  me,  indicating  the 
mode  in  which  he  thinks  the  work  should  be  prepared  and  printed,  which 
appears  to  me  worthy  of  consideration  and  adoption  by  the  house. 
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FUGITIVE   SLAVE   PROCLAMATION. 
February  18,  1851.  ' 

Whereas  infoTination  has  been  received,  that  sundry  lawless  persons, 
principally  persons  of  color,  combined  and  confederated  together,  for  the 
purpose  of  opposing  by  force  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
did,  at  Boston,  in  Massachusetts,  on  the  fifteenth  of  this  month,  make  a 
violent  assault  on  the  marshal  or  deputy  marshals  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  courthouse,  and  did  overcome 
the  said  officers,  and  did,  by  force,  rescue  from  their  custody  a  person  ar- 
rested as  a  fugitive  slave,  and  then  and  there  a  prisoner  lawfully  holden 
by  the  said  marshal  or  deputy  marshals  of  the  United  States,  and  other 
scandalous  outrages  did  commit  in  violation  of  law  : 

Now,  therefore,  to  the  end  that  the  authority  of  the  laws  may  be  mainr 
tained,  and  those  concerned  in  violating  them  brought  to  immediate  and 
condign  punishment,  I  have  issued  this  my  proclamation,  calling  on  all 
well-disposed  citizens  to  rally  to  the  support  of  the  laws  of  their  country, 
and  requiring  and  commanding  all  officers  civil  aid  military,  and  all  other 
persons,  civil  or  military,  who  shall  be  found  within  the  vicinity  of  this 
ouirago,  to  be  aiding  and  assisting,  by  all  means  in  their  power,  in 
quelling  this  and  other  such  combinations,  and  assisting  the  marshal 
and  his  deputies  in  recapturing  the  above-mentioned  prisoner;  and  I 
do,  especially,  direct  that  prosecutions  be  commenced  against  all  per- 
sons who  shall  have  made  themselves  aiders  or  abettors  in  or  to  this 
flagitious  offence ;  and  I  do  further  command  that  the  district  attorney 
of  the  United  States,  and  all  other  persons  concerned  in  the  admin- 
istration or  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  cause  the 
foregoing  offenders,  and  all  such  as  aided,  abetted,  or  assisted  them,  or 
shall  be  found  to  have  harbored  or  concealed  such  fugitive,  contrary  to 
law,  to  be  immediately  arrested  and  proceeded  with  according  to  law. 


FUGITIVE    SLAVE    MESSAGE. 
February  19,  1851. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : — 

I  HAVE  received  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  18th  instant,  re- 
questing me  to  lay  before  that  body,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest,  any  information  I  may  possess  in  regard  to  an  alleged  recent  case 
of  a  forcible  resistance  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  to  communicate  to  the  senate,  under  the  above 
conditions,  what  means  I  have  adopted  to  meet  the  occurreAce ;  and  wheth- 
er, in  my  opinion,  any  additional  legislation  is  necessary  to  meet  tlie  exi- 
gency of  the  case,  and  to  more  vigorously  execute  existing  laws. 

The  public  newspapers  contain  an  affidavit  of  Patrick  Riley,  a  deputy 
marshal  for  the  district  of  Massachusetts,  setting  forth  the  circumstances 
of  the  case — a  copy  of  which  affidavit  is  herewith  communicated.  Pri- 
vate and  unofficial  communications  concur  in  establishing  the  main  facts 
of  this  account ;  but  no  satisfactory  official  information  has  as  yot  beQn 
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received,  and  in  some  important  respects  the  accuracy  of  the  account  has 
been  denied  by  persons  whom  it  implicates.  Nothing  could  be  more  un- 
expected than  that  such  a  gross  violation  of  law,  such  a  high-handed 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  should  be  perpetrated  by 
a  band  of  lawless  confederates,  at  noonday,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  in 
the  very  temple  of  justice.  I  regard  this  flagitious  proceeding  as  being 
a  surprise,  not  unattended  by  some  degree  of  negligence  ;  nor  do  I  doubt 
that,  if  any  such  act  of  violence  had  been  apprehended,  thousands  of  the 
good  citizens  of  Boston  would  have  presented  themselves,  voluntarily  and 
'  promptly,  to  prevent  it ;  but  the  danger  does  not  seem  to  have  been  timely 
made  known  or  duly  appreciated  by  those  who  were  concerned  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  process.  In  a  community  distinguished  for  its  love  of  order 
and  respect  for  the  laws — among  a  people  whose  sentiment  is  liberty  and 
law,  and  not  liberty  without  law,  nor  above  the  law — such  an  outrage 
could  only  be  the  result  of  sudden  violence,  unhappily  too  much  unpre- 
pared for  to  be  successfully  resisted.  It  would  be  melancholy,  indeed,  if 
we  were  obliged  to  regard  this  outbreak  against  the  constitutional  and 
legal  authority  of  the  government  as  proceeding  from  the  general  feeling 
of  the  people,  in  a  spot  which  is  proverbially  called  ''the  Cradle  of  Amer- 
ican Liberty." 

Such,  undoubtedly,  is  not  the  fact.  It  violates  without  question,  the 
general  sentiment  of  the  people  of  Boston,  and  of  a  vast  majority  of  the 
whole  people  of  Massachusetts,  as  much  as  it  violates  the  law,  defies  the 
authority  of  the  government,  and  disgraces  those  concerned  in  it,  their 
aiders  and  abettors. 

It  is  nevertheless,  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  senate,  in  answer  to  its 
resolution,  some  important  facts  and  considerations  connected  with  the 
subject. 

A  resolution  of  Congress,  of  September  23,  1789,  declared: — 
**That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  to  pass 
laws  making  it  expressly  the  duty  of  the  keepers  of  their  jails  to  receive 
and  safe  keep  therein  all  prisoners  committed  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  until  they  shall  be  discharged  by  the  course  of  the  laws 
thereof,  under  the  like  penalties  as  in  the  case  of  prisoners  committed 
under  the  authority  of  such  states,  respectively ;  the  United  States  to  pay 
for  the  use  and  keeping  of  such  jails,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per  month 
for  each  prisoner  that  shall,  under  their  authority,  be  committed  the/eto, 
during  the  time  such  prisoner  shall  be  therein  confined,  and  also  to  sup- 
port such  of  said  prisoners  as  shall  be  committed  for  ofifences." 

A  further  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  third  of  March,  1791,  provides 
that  *'  Whereas  Congress  did,  by  a  resolution  of  the  23d  of  September, 
1 789,  recommend  to  the  several  states  to  pass  laws  making  it  expressly 
the  duty  of  the  keepers  of  their  jails  to  receive  and  safe  keep  therein  all 
prisoners  committed  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  :  in  order, 
therefore,  to  insure  the  administration  of  justice — 

"  Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That,  in  case  any  state  shall 
not  have  complied  with  the  said  recommendation,  the  marshal  in  such 
state,  under  the  direction  of  the  judge  of  the  district,  be  authorized 
to  hire  a  convenient  place  to  serve  as  a  temporary  jail,  and  to  make  the 
necessary  provision  for  the  safekeeping  of  prisoners  committed  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  until  permanent  pcovision  shall  be  made 
by  law  for  that  purpose  ;  and  the  said  marshal  shall  be  allowed  his  rea- 
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Bonable  expenses,  incurred  for  the  above  purposes,  to  be  paid  out  of  tbe 
treasury  of  the  United  States."  , 

And  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1821,  provides  that  "  where 
any  state  or  states,  having  complied  with  the  recommendation  of  Congress 
in  the  resolution  of  the  twenty-third  day  of  September,  1789,  shall  have 
withdrawn  or  shall  hereafter  withdraw,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  use 
of  their  jails  for  prisoners  committed  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  the  marshal  in  such  state  or  states,  under  the  direction  of  the 
judge  of  the  district,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  and  required  to 
hire  a  convenient  place  to  serve  as  a  temporary  jail,  and  to  make  the 
necessary  provision  for  the  safekeeping  of  prisoners  committed  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  until  permanent  provision  shall  be  made 
by  law  for  that  purpose  ;  and  the  said  marshal  shall  be  allowed  his  rea- 
sonable expenses  incurred  for  the  above  purposes,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States.''  These  varictus  provisions  of  the  law 
remain  unrepealed. 

By  the  law  of  Massachusetts,  as  that  law  sto^d  before  the  act  of  the 
legislature  of  that  state  of  the  fourth  of  March,  1843,  the  common  jails  in 
the  respective  counties  were  to  be  used  for  the  detention  of  any  persons 
detained  or  committed  by  the  authority  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  by  the  courts  and  magistrates  of  the  state.  But  these  provisions 
were  abrogated  and  repealed  by  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts of  the  24th  of  March,  1843. 

That  act  declares  that  "no  judge  of  any  court  of  record  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  no  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  hereader  take  cognizance,  or  grant 
certificate,  in  cases  that  may  arise  under  the  third  section  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  February  12,  1793,  and  entitled,  *  An  act  respecting  fugitives 
from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters,'  to  any 
person  who  claims  any  other  person  as  a  fugitive  slave  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  commonwealth."  And  it  further  declares  that  '*  no  sheriff, 
deputy  sheriff,  coroner,  constable,  jailer,  or  other  officer  of  the  common- 
wealth, shall  hereafter  arrest  or  detain,  or  aid  in  the  arrest,  or  detention, 
or  imprisonment  in  any  jail  or  other  building  belonging  to  this  common- 
wealth, or  to  any  county,  city,  or  town  thereof,  of  any  person,  for  the 
reason  that  he  is  claimed  as  a  fugitive  slave." 

And  it  further  declares  that  '*  any  justice  of  the  peace,  sheriff,  je))uty 
sheriff,  coroner,  constable,  or  jailer,  who  shall  offend  against  the  provis- 
ions of  this  law,  by  in  any  way  acting  directly  or  indirectly  under  the 
power  conferred  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  aforementioned, 
shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  for  every  such  of- 
fence, for  the  use  of  the  county  where  said  offence  is  committed,  or  shall 
be  subject  to  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year  in  the  county  jail." 

This  law,  it  is  obvious,  had  two  objects  :  the  first  was  to  make  it  a 
penal  offence  in  all  ofiicers  and  magistrates  of  the  commonwealth  to  exer- 
cise the  powers  conferred  on  them  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  of 
February,  1793,  entitled  "  An  act  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and 
persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters,"  and  which  powers 
they  were  fully  competent  to  perform  up  to  the  time  of  this  inhibition  and 
penal  enactment ;  second,  to  refuse  the  use  of  the  jails  of  the  state  for  the 
detention  of  any  person  claimed  as  a  fugitive  slave. 

It  is  deeply  to  be  lamented  that  the  purpose  of  these  enactments  is 
quite  apparent.  It  was  to  prevent,  as  far  as  the  legislature  of  the  state 
could  prevent,  the  laws  of  Congress,  passed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
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into  elTect  that  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  which  de- 
clares that  **  no  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  state,  under  tho 
laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall  in  consequence  of  any  law  or 
regulation  therein  be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be 
delivered  up  oh  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be 
due,"  from  being  carried  into  effect.  But  these  acts  of  state  legislation, 
although  they  may  cause  embarrassment  and  create  expense,  can  not  der- 
ogate either  from  the  duty  or  the  authority  of  Congress  to  carry  out  fully 
and  fairly  the  plain  and  imperative  constitutional  provision  for  the  delivery 
of  persons  bound  to  labor  in  one  state,  and  escaping  into  another,  to  the 
party  to  whom  such  labor  may  be  due.  It  is  quite  clear  that,  by  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  of  March  3,  1821,  the  marshal  of  the  United  States,  in 
any  state  in  which  the  use  of  the  jails  of  the  state  has  been  withdrawn  in 
whole  or  in  part  from  the  purpose  of  the  detention  of  persons  committed  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  United  States,  is  not  only  empowered^  but  expressly 
required,  under  the  direction  of  the  judge  of  the  district,  to  hire  a  conve- 
nient place  for  the  safekeeping  of  prisoners  committed  under  authority  of 
the  United  Stales.  It  will  be  seen,  from  papers  accompanying  this  com- 
munication, that  the  attention  of  the  marshal  of  Massachusetts  was 
distinctly  called  to  this  provision  of  the  law  by  a  letter  from  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  of  the  date  of  October  28th  last.  There  is  no  official  infor- 
mation that  the  marshal  has  provided  any  such  place  for  the  confinement 
of  his  prisoners.  If  he  has  not,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  power  was 
not  exercised  by  the  marshal,  imder  the  direction  of  the  district  judge, 
immediately  on  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts 
of  the  24th  of  March,  1843,  and  especially  that  it  was  not  exercised  on 
the  passage  of  the  fugitive  slave  law  of  the  last  session,  or  when  the  at- 
tention of  the  marshal  was  afterward  particularly  drawn  to  it. 

It  is  true  that  the  escape  from  the  deputy  marshals  in  this  case  was 
not  owing  to  the  want  of  a  prison  or  place  of  confinement ;  but  still  it  is 
not  easy  to  see  how  the  prisoner  could  have  been  safely  and  conveniently 
detained,  during  an  adjournment  of  the  hearing  for  some  days,  without 
such  place  of  confinement.  If  it  shall  appear  that  no  such  place  has 
been  obtained,  directions  to  the  marshal  will  be  given  to  lose  no  time  in 
the  discharge  of  this  duty. 

I  transmit  to  the  senate  the  copy  of  a  proclamation  issued  by  me  on 
the  1 8th  instant  in  relation  to  these  unexpected  and  deplorable  occurrences 
in  Boston,  together  with  copies  of  instructions  from  the  departments  of 
war  and  navy,  relative  to  the  general  subject.  And  I  communicate,  also, 
copies  of  telegraphic  despatches  transmitted  from  the  department  of  state 
to  the  district  attorney  and  marshal  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  district  of 
Massachusetts,  and  their  answers  thereto. 

In  regard  to  the  last  branch  of  the  inquiry  made  by  the  resolution  of 
the  senate,  I  have  to  observe  that  the  conslitution  declares  that  "  he  shall 
be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  militia  of  the  several  states,  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of 
the  United  States,''  and  that  *'  Congress  shall  have  power  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insur- 
rection, and  repel  invasions."  From  which  it  appears  that  the  army  and 
navy  are,  by  the  constitution,  placed  under  the  control  of  the  executive ;  * 
and,  probably,  no  legislation  of  Congress  could  add  to  or  diminish  the 
power  thus  given,  but  by  increasing  or  diminishing,  or  abolishing  alto- 
gether, the  army  and  navy.     But  not  so  with  the  militia.     The  president 
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ean  not  call  the  militia  into  service,  even  to  execute  the  laws  or  repel  in- 
▼Bsions,  but  by  the  authority  of  acts  of  Congress  passed  for  that  purpose. 
But  when  the  railitia  are  called  into  service  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
law,  then  the  constitution  itself  gives  the  command  to  the  president.  Act- 
ing on  this  principle,  Congress,  by  the  act  of  February  28,  1795,  author- 
iased  the  president  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  repel  invasion,  and  "suppress 
insurrections  against  a  state  government,  and  to  suppress  combinations 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  cause  the  laws  to  be  faithfully 
executed."  But  the  act  proceeds  to  declare  thst  whenever  it  may  be 
necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  the  president,  to  use  the  military  force 
thereby  directed  to  be  called  forth,  the  president  shall  forthwith,  by  proc- 
lamation, command  such  insurgents  to  disperse,  and  retire  peaceably  to 
their  respective  abodes  within  a  limited  time.  These  words  are  broad 
enough  to  require  a  proclamation  in  all  cases  where  militia  are  called  out  * 
under  that  act,  whether  to  repel  invasion,  or  suppress  an  insurrection,  or 
to  aid  in  executing  the  laws.  This. section  has,  consequently,  created 
some  doubt  whether  the  militia  could  be  called  forth  to  aid  in  executing 
the  laws  without  a  previous  proclamation.  But  yet  the  proclamation 
seems  to  be  in  words  directed  only  against  insurgents,  and  to^  require 
them  to  disperse ;  thereby  implying,  not  only  an  insurrection,  but  an  or- 
ganized, or,  at  least,  an  embodied  force.  Such  a  proclamation  in  aid  of 
the  civil  authority  would  often  defeat-  the  whole  object,  by  giving  such 
notice  to  persons  intended  to  be  arrested  that  they  would  be  enabled  to 
fly  or  secrete  themselves.  The  force  may  be  wanted  sometimes  to  make 
the  arrest,  and  also  sometimes  to  protect  the  officer  after  it  is  made,  and 
to  prevent  a  rescue.  I  would,  therefore,  suggest  that  this  section  be 
modified  by  declaring  that  nothing  therein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  require  any  previous  proclamation  when  the  militia  are  called  forth, 
either  to  repel  invasion,  lo  execute  the  laws,  or  suppress  combinations 
against  them ;  and  that  the  president  may  make  such  call  and  place  such 
militia  under  the  control  of  any  civil  officer  of  the  United  States,  to  aid 
him  in  executing  the  laws  or  suppressing  such  combinations ;  and,  while 
so  employed,  they  shall  be  paid  by  and  subsisted  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States. 

Congress,  not  probably  adverting  to  the  difference  between  the  militia 
and  the  regular  army,  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1807,  authorized  the  presi- 
dent to  use  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  for  the  same 
purposes  for  which  he  might  call  forth  the  militia,  and  subject  to  the 
sam^roclamation.  But  the  power  of  the  president,  under  the  constitu- 
tion, as  commander  of  ther  army  and  navy,  is  general ;  and  his  duty  to  see 
the  laws  faithfully  executed  is  general  and  positive  ;  and  the  act  of  1807 
ought  not  to  be  construed  as  evincing  any  disposition  in  Congress  to  lim- 
it or  restrain  this  constitutional  authority.  For  greater  certainty,  however, 
it  may  be  well  that  Congress  should  modify  or  explain  this  act  in  regard 
to  its  provisions  for  the  employment  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  that  in  regard  to  calling  forth  the  militia.  It  is  supposed, 
not  to  be  doubtful  that  all  citizens,  whether  enrolled  in  the  militia  or  not,, 
may  be  summoned  as  members  of  the  posse  comitatus,  either  by  the  mar- 
shal or  a  commissioner,  according  to  law ,  and  that  it  is  their  duty  to  obey 
such  summons.  But  perhaps  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  marshal  or- 
a  commissioner  can  summon  as  the  posse  commitatus  an  organized  mili- 
tia force,  acting  under  its  own  appropriate  officers,  without  the  consent, 
of  such  officers.    This  point  may  deserve  the  consideration  of  Congress.. 
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I  use  this  occasion  lo  repeat  the  assurance  that,  so  far  as  depends  oi> 
me,  the  laws  shall  be  faithfully  executed,  and  all  forcible  opposition  ta 
them  suppressed  ;  and  to  this  end  I  am  prepared  to  exercise,  whenever  it 
may  become  necessary,  the  power  constitutionally  vested  in  me  to  the 
fullest  extent.  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of 
this  country  are  warmly  and  strongly  attached  to  the  constitution,  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  the  just  support  of  the  government,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  authority  of  law.  I  am  persuaded  that  their  earnest 
wishes  and  the  line  of  «ny  constitutional  duty  entirely  concur;  and  I  doubt 
not  firmness,  moderation,  and  prudence,  strengthened  and  animated  by  the 
general  opinion  of  the  people,  will  prevent  the  repetition  of  occarrence» 
disturbing  the  public  peace  and  reprobated  by  all  good  men. 


^UBA    PROCLAMATION. 

April  25,  1851. 

Whbrras  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  military  expedition  is  about 
to  be  fitted  out  in  the  United  States,  with  the  intention  to  invade  the  island 
of  Cuba,  a  colony  of  Spain,  with  which  this  country  is  at  peace;  and  where- 
as  it  is  believed  that  this  expedition  is  instigated  and  set  on  foot  chiefly 
by  foreigners,  who  dare  to  make  our  shores  the  scene  of  their  guilty  and 
hostile  preparations  against  a  friendly  power,  and  seek  by  falsehood  and 
misrepresentation  to  seduce  our  own  citizens,  especially  the  young  and 
inconsiderate,  into  their  wicked  schemes,  an  ungrateful  return  for  the  ben- 
efits conferred  upon  them  by  this  people  in  permitting  them  to  make  our 
country  an  asylum  from  oppression,  and  in  flagrant  abuse  of  the  hospital* 
ity  thus  extended  to  them :  And  whereas  such  expeditions  can  only  be 
regarded  as  adventures  for  plunder  and  robbery,  and  must  meet  the  con- 
demnation of  the  civilized  world,  while  they  are  derogatory  to  the  char- 
acter of  our  country,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  expressly 
prohibited  by  our  own,  which  statutes  declare  '*  that  if  any  person  shall, 
within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  begin  or  set  on 
foot,  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for  any  military  expedition  or  enter- 
prise to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against  the  territory  or  domains  of  any 
foreign  prince  or  state,  OK^of  any  colony,  district,  or  people  with  whom 
tho  United  States  are  at  peace,  every  person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  dollars,  and  imprisoned  not  more  than  three  years :" 

Now,  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  my  proclamation,  warning  all  persons 
who  shall  connect  themselves  with  any  such  enterprise  or  expedition,  in  vio- 
lation of  our  laws  and  national  obligations,  that  they  will  thereby  subject  them- 
selves to  the  heavy  penalties  denounced  against  such  offences,  and  will  forfeit 
:their  claim  to  the  protection  of  this  government,  or  any  interference  on  their 
behalf,  no  matter  to  what  extremities  they  may  be  reduced  in  consequence 
of  their  illegal  conduct;  and,  therefore,  I  exhort  all  good  citizens,  ajs  they 
regard  our  national  reputation — as  they  respect  their  own  laws,  and  the 
laws  of  nations  —  as  they  value  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  the  welfare 
«of  their  country,  to  discountenance,  and  by  all  lawful  means  prevent,  any 
euch  enterprise  ;  and  I  call  upon  every  officer  of  this  government,  civil  or 
military,  to  U9e  all  efforts  in  his  power  to  arrest  for  trial  and  punishment, 
•fivery  such  ofi*ender  against  the  laws  of  the  country. 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 
December  2,  1851. 

Fellow- Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : — 

I  CONGRATULATE  you  and  our  common  constituency  upon  the  favorable 
auspices  under  which  you  meet  for  your  first  session.  Our  country  is  at 
peace  with  all  the  world.  The  agitation  which,  for  a  time,  threatened  to 
disturb  the  fraternal  relations  which  make  us  one  people,  is  fast  subsiding, 
and  a  year  of  general  prosperity  and  health  has  crowned  the  nation  with 
unusual  blessings.  None  can  look  back  to  the  dangers  which  are  passed, 
or  forward  to  the  bright  prospect  before  us,  without  feeling  a  thrill  of 
Ratification,  at  the  same  that  he  must  be  impressed  with  a  grateful  sense 
of  our  profound  obligations  to  a  beneficent  Providence,  whose  paternal 
care  is  so  manifest  in  the  happiness  of  this  highly-favored  land. 

Since  the  close  of  the  last  Congress,  certain  Cubans,  and  other  foreign- 
ers resident  in  the  United  States,  who  were  more  or  less  concerned  in  the 
previous  invasion  of  Cuba,  instead  of  being  discouraged  by  its  failure,  have 
again  abused  the  hospitality  of  this  country,  by  making  it  the  scene  of  the 
equipment  of  another  military  expedition  against  that  possession  of  her 
catholic  majesty,  in  which  they  were  countenanced,  aided,  and  joined  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  On  receiving  intelligence  that  such  designs 
'were  entertained,  1  lost  no  time  in  issuing  such  instructions  to  the  proper 
officers  of  the  United  States,  as  seemed  to  be  called  for  by  the  occasion. 
By  the  proclamation,  a  popy  of  which  is  herewith  submitted,  I  also  warned 
those  who  might  be  in  danger  of  being  inveigled  into  this  scheme,  of  its 
unlawful  character,  and  of  the  penalties  which  they  would  incur.  For 
some  time  there  was  reason  to  hope  that  these  measures  had  sufficed  to 
prevent  any  such  attempts  This  hope,  however,  proved  to  be  delusive. 
Very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  third  of  August,  a  steamer  called  the 
Pampero  departed  from  New  Orleans  for  Cuba,  having  on  board  upward 
of  four  hundred  armed  men,  with  evident  intentions  to  make  war  upon 
the  authorities  of  the  island.  This  expedition  was  set  on  foot,  in  palpable 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  Its  leader  was  a  Spaniard, 
and  several  of  the  chief  officers,  and  some  others  engaged  in  it,  were  for- 
eigners.  The  persons  composing  it,  however,  were  mostly  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

Before  the  expedition  set  out,  and  probably  before  it  was  organized,  a 
slight  insurrectionary  movement,  which  appears  to  have  been  soon  suppress- 
ed, had  taken  place  in  the  eastern  quarter  of  Cuba.  The  importance  of 
this  movement  was  unfortunately  so  much  exaggerated  in  the  accounts  of  it 
published  in  this  country,  that  these  adventurers  seem  to  have  been  led  to 
believe  that  the  Creole  population  of  the  island  not  only  desired  to  throw 
off  the  authority  of  the  mother-country,  but  had  resolved  upon  that  step, 
and  had  begun  a  well-concerted  enterprise  for  effecting  it.  The  persons 
engaged  in  the  expedition  were  generally  young  and  ill-informed.  The 
steamer  in  which  they  embarked  left  New  Orleans  stealthily  and  without 
a  clearance.  After  touching  at  Key  West,  she  proceeded  to  the  coast  of 
Cuba,  and,  on  the  night  between  the  11th  and  12th  of  August,  landed  the 
persons  on  board  at  Playtas,  within  about  twenty  leagues  of  Havana. 

The  main  body  of  them  proceeded  to,  and  took  posession  of^an  inland 
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yillago,  six  leagues  distant,  leaving  others  to  follow  in  charge  of  the  bag- 
gage, as  soon  as  the  means  of  transportation  could  be  obtained.  The  lat- 
ter, having  taken  up  their  line  of  march  to  connect  themselves  with  the 
main  body,  and  having  proceeded  about  four  leagues  into  the  country,  were 
attacked  on  the  morning/of  the  1 3th  by  a  body  of  Spanish  troops,  and  a 
bloody  conflict  ensued ;  after  which  they  retreated  to  the  place  of  disem- 
barkation, where  about  fifty  of  them  obtained  boats  and  re-embarked  there  > 
in.  They  were,  however,  intercepted  among  the  keys  near  the  shore  by 
a  Spanish  steamer  cruising  on  the  coast,  captured  and  carried  to  Havana, 
and,  after  being  examined  before  a  military  court,  were  sentenced  to  be 
publicly  executed,  and  the  sentence  was  carried  into  effect  on  the  16th  of 
August. 

On  receiving  information  of  what  had  occurred.  Commodore  Foxhall  A. 
Parker  was  instructed  to  proceed  in  the  steam-frigate  Saranac  to  Havana, 
and' inquire  into  the  charges  against  the  persons  executed,  the  circum- 
stances under  which  they  were  taken,  and  whatsoever  referred  to  their 
trial  and  sentence.  Copies  of  the  instructions  from  the  department  of 
state  to  him,  and  of  his  letters  to  that  department,  are  herewith  submitted. 

According  to  the  record  of  the  examination,  the  prisoners  all  admitted 
the  ofl*ences  charged  against  them,  of  being  hostile  invaders  of  the  island. 
At  the  time  of  their  trial  and  execution,  the  main  body  of  the  invaders  was 
still  in  the  field,  making  war  upon  the  Spanish  authorities  and  Spanish 
subjects.  After  the  lapse  of  some  days,  being  overcome  by  the  Spanish 
troops,  they  dispersed  on  the  24th  of  August;  Lopez,  their  leader,  was 
captured  some  days  after,  and  executed  on  the  1st  of  September.  Many 
of  his  remaining  followers  were  killed,  or  died  of  hunger  and  fatigue,  and 
the  rest  were  made  prisoners.  Of  these,  none  appear  to  have  been  tried 
or  executed.  Several  of  these  were  pardoned  upon  application  of  their 
friends  and  others,  and  the  rest,  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  in  number, 
were  sent  to  Spain.  Of  the  final  disposition  made  of  these,  we  have  no 
official  information. 

Such  is  the  melancholy  result  of  this  illegal  and  ill-fated  expedition. 
Thus,  thoughtless  young  men  have  been  induced,  by  false  and  fraudulent 
representations,  to  violate  the  law  of  their  country,  through  rash  and  un- 
founded expectations  of  assisting  to  accomplish  political  revolutions  in 
other  states,  and  have  lost  their  lives  in  the  undertaking.  Too  severe  a 
judgment  can  hardly  be  passed  by  the  indignant  sense  of  the  community, 
upon  those  who,  being  better  informed  themselves,  have  yet  led  away  the 
ardor  of  youth  and  an  ill-directed  love  of  political  liberty.  The  corre- 
spondence between  this  government  and  that  of  Spain  relating  to  this 
transaction  is  herewith  communicated. 

Although  these  ofl^enders  against  the  laws  have  forfeited  the  protection 
of  their  country,  yet  the  government  may,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  its 
obligations  to  other  countries,  and  its  fixed  purpose  to  maintain  and  en- 
force the  laws,  entertain  sympathy  for  their  unoffending  families  and 
friends,  as  well  as  a  feeling  of  compassion  for  themselves.  Accordingly, 
no  proper  effort  has  been  spared,  and  none  will  be  spared,  to  procure  the 
release  of  such  citizens  of  the  United  States,  engaged  in  this  unlawful 
enterprise,  as  are  now  in  confinement  in  Spain  ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
such  interposition  with  the  government  of  that  country  may  not4>e  con- 
sidered as  affording  any  ground  of  expectation  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  will,  hereafter,  feel  itself  under  any  obligation  of  duty 
to  intercede  for  the  liberation  or  pardon  of  such  persons  as  are  flagrant 
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offenders  against  the  law  of  nations  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  . 
These  laws  must  be  executed.     If  we  desire  to  maintain  our  respectability 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  it  behooves  us  to  enforce  steadily  and  stern- 
ly the  neutrality  acts  passed  by  Congress,  and  to  follow,  as  far  as  may  be, 
the  violation  of  those  acts  with  condign  punishment. 

But  what  gives  a  peculiar  criminality  to  this  invasion  of  Cuba,  is,  that 
under  the  lead  of  Spanish  subjects  and  with  the  aid  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  it  had  its  origin,  with  many,  in  motives  of  cupidity.  Money 
was  advanced  by  individuals,  probably  in  considerable  amounts,  to  pur- 
chase Cuban  bonds,  as  they  have  been  called,  issued  by  Lopez,  sold, 
doubtless,  at  a  very  large  discount,  and  for  the  payment  of  which  the  pub- 
lic lands  and  public  property  of  Cuba,  of  whatever  kind,  and  the  fiscal 
resources  of  the  people  and  government  of  that  island,  from  whatever 
source  to  be  derived,  were  pledged,  as  well  as  the  goo^  faith  of  the  gov- 
ernment expected  to  be  established.  All  these  means  of  payment,  it  is 
evident,  were  only  to  be  obtained  by  a  process  of  bloodshed,  war,  and 
revolution.  None  will  deny  that  those  who  set  on  foot  military  expedi- 
tions against  foreign  states  by  means  like  these,  are  far  more  culpable 
than  the  ignorant  and  the  necessitous  whom  they  induce  to  go  forth  as 
the  ostensible  parties  in  the  proceeding.  These  originators  of  the  invasion 
of  Cuba  seem  to  have  determined,  with  coolness  and  system,  upon  an 
undertaking  which  should  disgrace  their  country,  violate  its  laws,  and  put 
to  hazard  the  lives  of  ill-informed  and  deluded  men.  You  will  consider 
whether  further  legislation  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  perpetration  of 
such  offences  in  future. 

No  individuals  have  a  right  to  hazard  the  peace  of  the  country,  or  to 
violate  its  laws,  upon  vague  notions  of  altering  or  reforming  governments 
in  other  states.  This  principle  is  not  only  reasonable  in  itself  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  public  law,  but  is  engrafted  into  the  codes  of  other  nations 
as  well  as  our  own.  But  while  such  are  the  sentiments  of  this  govern- 
ment, it  may  be  added  that  every  independent  nation  must  be  presumed 
to  be  able  to  defend  its  possessions  against  unauthorized  individuals  banded 
together  to  attack  them.  The  government  of  the  United  States,  at  all 
times  since  its  establishment,  has  abstained  and  has  sought  to  restrain 
the  citizens  of  the  country  from  entering  into  controversies  between  other 
powers  and  to  observe  all  the  duties  of  neutrality.  At  an  early  period  of 
the  government,  in  the  administration  of  Washington,  several  laws  were 
passed  for  this  purpose.  The  main  provision  of  these  laws  were  re-enact- 
ed by  the  act  of  April,  1818,  by  which,  among  other  things,  it  was  de- 
clared that  if  any  person  shall,  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  begin,  or  set  on  foot,  or  provide,  or  prepare  the  means  for 
any  military  expedition  or  enterprise  to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against 
the  territory  or  dominion  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony, 
district,  or  people,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace,  every  per- 
son so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  shall 
be  fined  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisoned  not  more 
than  three  years  ;  and  this  law  has  been  executed  and  enforced,  to  the 
full  extent  of  the  power  of  the  government,  from  that  day  to  this. 

In  proclaiming  and  adhering  to  the  doctrine  of  neutrality  and  non-inter- 
vention, the  United  States  have  not  followed  the  lead  of  other  civilised 
nations  ;  they  have  taken  the  lead  themselves,  and  have  been  followed  by 
others.  This  was  admitted  by  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  modern  British 
statesmen,  who  said  in  parliament,  while  a  member  of  the  cjrQwn, ''  that 
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if  he  wished  for  a  guide  in  a  system  of  neutrality,  he  should  take  that  laid 
down  by  America  in  the  days  of  Washington  and  the  secretaryship  of 
Jefferson  ;"  and  we. see,  in  fact,  that  the  act  of  Congress  of  1818  was 
followed,  the  succeeding  year,  by  an  act  of  the  parliament  of  England, 
substantially  the  same  in  its  general  provisions.  Up  to  that  time  there 
had  been  no  similar  law  in  England,  except  certain  highly  penal  statutes 
passed  in  the  reign  of  George  IL,  prohibiting  English  subjects  from  en- 
listing in  foreign  service,  the  avowed  object  of  which  statutes  was,  that 
foreign  armies,  raised  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  house  of  Stuart  to 
the  throne,  should  not  be  strengthened  by  recruits  from  England  herself. 

All  must  see  that  difficulties  may  arise  in  carrying  the  laws  referred  to 
into  execution  in  a  country  now  having  three  or  four  thousand  miles  of 
seacoast,  with  an  infinitive  number  of  ports  and  harbors  and  small  inlets 
from  some  of  which  unlawful  expeditions  may  suddenly  set  forth,  with- 
out' the  knowledge  of  government,  against  the  possessions  of  foreign 
states. 

Friendly  relations  with  all,  but  entangling  alliances  with  none,  has 
long  been  a  maxim  with  us.  Our  true  mission  is  not  to  propagate  our 
opinions,  or  impose  upon  other  countries  our  form  of  government,  by  ar- 
tifice or  force  ;  but  to  teach  by  example,  and  show  by  our  success,  mod- 
eration, and  justice,  the  blessings  of  self-government,  and  the  advantages 
of  free  institutions.  Let  every  people  choose  for  itself,  and  make  and 
alter  its  political  institutions  to  suit  its  own  condition  and  convenience. 
But,  while  we  avow  and  maintain  this  neutral  policy  ourselves,  we  are 
anxious  to  see  the  same  forbearance  on  the  part  of  other  nations,  whose 
forms  of  government  are  different  from  our  own.  The  deep  interest 
which  we  feel  in  the  spread  of  liberal  principles  and  the  establishment  of 
free  governments,  and  the  sympathy  with  which  we  witness  every  strug- 
gle against  oppression,  forbid  that  we  should  be  indifferent  to  a  case  in 
which  the  strong  arm  of  a  foreign  power  is  invoked  to  stifle  public  sen-  • 
timent  and  repress  the  spirit  of  freedom  in  any  country. 

The  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France  have  issued  orders  to 
their  naval  comn^anders  on  the  West  India  station  to  prevent  by  force,  if 
necessary,  the  landing  of  adventurers  from  any  nation  on  the  island  of 
Cuba  with  hostile  intent.  The  copy  of  a  memorandum  of  a  conversation 
on  this  subject  between  the  charge  d'affaires  of  her  Britannic  majesty, 
and  the  acting  secretary  of  state,  and  of  a  subsequent  note  of  the  former 
to  the  department  of  state,  are  herewith  submitted,  together  with  a  copy 
of  gL  note  of  the  acting  secretary  of  state  to  the  minister  of  the  French 
republic,  and  of  the  reply  of  the  latter,  on  the  same  subject.  These  pa- 
pers will  acquaint  you  with  the  grounds  of  this  interposition  of  the  two 
leading  commercial  powers  of  Europe,  and  with  the  apprehensions,  which 
this  government  could  not  fail  to  entertain,  that  such  interposition,  if  car- 
ried into  effect,  might  Tead  to  abuses  in  derogation  of  the  maritime  rights 
of  the  United  States.  The  maritime  rights  of  the  United  States  are 
founded  on  a  firm,  secure,  and  well-defined  basis ;  they  stand  upon  the 
ground  of  national  independence  and  public  law,  and  will  be  maintained 
in  all  their  full  and  just  extent. 

The  principle  which  this  government  has  heretofore  solemnly  announ- 
ced it  still  adheres  to,  and  will  maintain  under  all  circumstances  and  at 
all  hazards.  That  principle  is,  that  in  every  regularly-documented  mer- 
chant-vessel, the  crew  who  navigate  it,  and  those  on  board  of  it,  will  find 
their  protection  in  the  flag  which  is  over  them.     No  American  ship  can 
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be  allowed  to  be  visited  or  searched  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
character  of  individuals  on  board,  nor  can  there  be  allowed  any  watch  by 
the  vessels  of  any  foreign  nation  over  American  vessels  on  the  coast  of 
the  United  States  or  the  seas  adjacent  thereto.  It  will  be  seen  by  the 
last  communication  from  the  British  charge  d'affaires  to  the  department 
of  state,  that  he  is  authorized  to  assure  the  secretary  of  state  that  every 
care  will  be  taken  that,  in  executing  the  preventive  measures  against  the 
expeditions  which  the  United  States  government  itself  has  denounced  as 
not.  being  entitled  to  the  protection  of  any  government,  no  interference 
shall  take  place  with  the  lawful  commerce  of  any  nation. 

In  addition  to  the  correspondence  on  this  subject,  herewith  submitted, 
official  information  has  been  received  at  the  department  of  state  of  assur- 
ances by  the  French  government  that,  in  the  orders  given  to  the  French 
naval  forces,  they  were  expressly  instructed,  in  any  operations  they  might 
engage  in,  to  respect  the  flag  of  the  United  States  wherever  it  might 
appear,  and  to  commit  no  act  of  hostility  upon  any  vessel  or  armament 
under  its  protection. 

Ministers  and  consuls  of  foreign  nations  are  the  means  and  agents  of 
communication  between  us  and  those  nations,  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that,  while  residing  in  the  country,  they  should  feel  a  perfect 
security  so  long  as  they  faithfully  discharge  their  respective  duties  and 
are  guilty  of  no  violation  of  our  laws.  This  is  the  admitted  law  of 
nations,  and  no  country  has  a  deeper  interest  in  maintaining  it  than  the 
United  States.  Our  commerce  spreads  over  evei^^  sea  and  visits  every 
clime,  and  our  ministers  and  consuls  are  appointed  to  protect  the  interests 
of  that  commerce,  as  well  as  to  guard  the  peace  of  the  country  and  main- 
tain the  honor  of  its  flag.  But  how  can  they  discharge  these  duties  unless 
they  be  themselves  protected ;  and,  if  protected,  it  must  be  by  the  laws 
of  the  country  in  which  they  reside.  And  what  is  due  to  our  own  public 
functionaries  residing  in  foreign  nations,  is  exactly  the  measure  of  what 
is  due  to  the  functionaries  of  other  governments  residing  here.  As  in 
war,  the  bearers  of  flags  of  truce  are  sacred,  or  else  wars  would  be  inter- 
minable ;  so  in  peace,  embassadors,  public  ministers,  and  consuls,  charged 
with  friendly  national  intercourse,  are  objects  of  especial  respect  and  pro- 
tection, each  according  to  the  rights  belonging  to  his  rank  and  station.  In 
view  of  these  important  principles,  it  is  with  deep  mortification  and  re- 
gret I  announce  to  you  that,  during  the  excitement  growing  out  of  the 
executions  at  Havana,  the  office  of  her  catholic  majesty's  consul  at  New 
Orleans  was  assailed  by  a  mob,  his  property  destroyed,  the  Spanish  flag 
found  in  the  office  carried  off  and  torn  in  pieces,  and  he  himself  induced 
to  flee  for  his  personal  safety,  which  he  supposed  to  be  in  danger.  Oa 
receiving  intelligence  of  these  events,  I  forthwith  directed  the  attorney  of 
the  United  States  residing  at  New  Orleans  to  inquire  into  the  facts  and 
the  extent  of  the  pecuniary  loss  sustained  by  the  consul,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  laying  them  before  you,  that  you  might  make  provision  for  such 
indemnity  to  him  as  a  just  regard  for  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  the  re- 
spect which  is  due  to  a  friendly  power  might,  in  your  judgment,  seem  to 
require.  The  correspondence  upon  this  subject  between  the  secretary 
of  state  and  her  catholic  majesty's  minister  plenipotentiary  is  herewith 
transmitted. 

The  occurrence  at  New  Orleans  has  led  me  to  give  my  attention  to- the 
state  of  our  laws  in  regard  to  foreign  embassadors,  ministers,  and  consuls. 
I  think  the  legislation  of  the  country  is  deficient  in  not  providing  suffi- 
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ciently  for  either  the  protection  or  the  punisHment  of  codsuIsl  I  thiene*- 
fore  recommend  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

Your  attention  is  again  invited  to  the  question  of  reciprocal  trade  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Canada  and  other  British  possessions  near 
oar  frontier.  Overtures  for  a  convention  upon  this  subject  have  been  re* 
ceived  from  her  Britannic  majesty's  minister  plenipotentiary,  but  it  seems 
to  be  in  many  respects  preferable  that  the  matter  should  be  regulated  by 
reciprocal  legislation.  Documents  are  laid  before  you  showing  the  terms 
which  the  British  government  is  willing  to  offer,  and  the  measures  which 
it  may  adopt,  if  some  arrangement  upon  this  subject  shall  not  be  made. 

From  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  note  from  the  British  legation  at 
Washington,  and  the  reply  of  the  department  of  state  thereto,  it  will  ap- 
pear that  her  Britannic  majesty's  government  is  desirous  that  a  part  of 
the  boundary  line  between  Oregon  and  the  British  possessions  should  be 
authoritatively  marked  out,  and  that  an  intention  was  expressed  to  apply  to 
Congress  for  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense  thereof  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States.  Your  attention  to  this  subject  is  accordingly  invi- 
ted, and  a  proper  appropriation  recommended. 

A  convention  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  against  Portugal,  has  been  concluded,  and  the  ratifications  have 
been  exchanged.  The  first  instalment  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  Por- 
tugal fell  due  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  and  has  been  paid. 

The  president  of  the  French  republic,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  convention,  has  been  selected  as  arbiter  in  the  case  of  the  General 
Armstrong,  and  has  signified  that  he  accepts  the  trust,  and  the  high  sat- 
isfaction he  feels  in  acting  as  the  common  friend  of  two  nations  with 
which  France  is  united  by  sentiments  of  sincere  and  lasting  amity. 

The  Turkish  government  has  expressed  its  thanks  for  the  kind  recep- 
tion given  to  the  sultan's  agent,  Am  in  Bey,  on  the  occasion  of  his  recent 
visit  to  the  United  States.  On  the  28th  of  February  last,  a  despatch  was 
addressed  by  the  secretary  of  state  to  Mr.  Marsh,  the  American  minister 
at  Constantinople,  instructing  him  to  ask  of  the  Turkish  government  per- 
mission for  the  Hungarians,  then  imprisoned  within  the  dominions  of  the 
sublime  porte,  to  remove  to  this  country.  On  the  3d  of  March  last,  both 
houses  of  Congress  passed  a  resolution,  requesting  the  president  to  au- 
thorize the  employment  of  a  public  vessel  to  convey  to  this  country  Louis 
Kossuth  and  his  associates  in  captivity. 

The  instruction  above  referred  to  was  complied  with,  and  the  Turkish 
governmant  having  released  Governor  Kossuth  and  his  companions  from 
prison,  on  the  10th  of  September  last  they  embarked  on  board  of  the 
United  States  steam-frigate  Mississippi,  which  was  selected  to  carry  into 
efiiect  the  resolution  of  Congress.  Governor  Kossuth  left  the  Mississippi 
at  Gibraltar,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  visit  to  England,  and  may  short- 
ly be  expected  in  New  York.  By  communications  to  the  department  of 
state  he  has  expressed  his  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  interposition 
of  this  government  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  associates.  This  coun- 
try has  been  justly  regarded  as  a  safe  asylum  for  those  whom  political 
events  have  exiled  from  their  own  homes  in  Europe ;  and  it  is  recom- 
mended to  Congress  to  consider  in  what  manner  Governor  Kossuth  and 
his  companions,  brought  hither  by  its  authority,  shall  ,be  received  and 
treated. 

It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  the  differences  which  have  for  some 
time  past  been  pending  between  the  government  of  the  French  republic 
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and  tbat  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  may  bepeaceably  and  durably  adjosted, 
so  as  to  secure  the  independence  of  those  islands.  Long  before  the  erents 
which  have  of  late  imparted  so  much  importance  to  the  possessions  of  the 
United  States  on  the  Pacific,  we  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the 
Hawaiian  government.  This  government  was  first  in  taking  that  step, 
and  several  of  the  leading  powers  of  Europe  immediately  followed.  We 
were  influenced  in  this  measure  by  the  existing  and  prospective  impor- 
tance of  the  islands  as  a  place  of  refuge  and  refreshment  for  our  vessels 
engaged  in  the  whale  fisher}^,  and  by  the  consideration  that  they  lie  in  the 
course  of  the  great  trade  which  must,  at  no  distant  day,  be  carried  on  be- 
tween the  western  coast  of  North  America  and  £astern  Asia. 

We  were  also  influenced  by  a  desire  that  those  islands  should  not  pass 
under  the  control  of  any  other  great  maritime  state,  but  should  remain  in 
an  independent  condition,  and  so  be  accessible  and  useful  to  the  commerce 
of  all  nations.  I  need  not  say  that  the  importance  of  these  considerations 
has  been  greatly  enhanced  by  the  sudden  and  vast  .development  which 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  have  attained  in  California  and  Oregon  ; 
and  the  policy  heretofore  adopted  in  regard  to  those  islands  will  be  stead- 
jly  pursued. 

It  is  gratifying  not  only  to  those  who  consider  the  commercial  interests 
of  nations,  but  also  to  all  who  favor  the  progress  of  knowledge  and  the 
diflusion  of  religion,  to  see  a  community  emerge  from  a  savage  state  and 
attain  such  a  degree  of  civilization  in  those  distant  seas. 

It  is  much  to  be  deplored  that  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the  Mexican 
republic  should  again  be  seriously  disturbed ;  for,  since  the  peace  between 
that  republic  and  the  United  States,  it  had  enjoyed  such  comparative  re- 
pose that  the  most  favorable  anticipations  for  the  future  might,  with  a  de- 
gree of  confidence,  have  been  indulged.  These,  however,  have  been 
thwarted  by  the  recent  outbreak  in  the  state  of  Tamaulipas,  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Rio  Bravo.  Having  received  infortnation  that  persons  from 
the  United  States  had  taken  part  in  the  insurrection,  and  apprehending 
that  their  example  might  be  followed  by  others,  I  caused  orders  to  be  is- 
sued for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  hostile  expeditions  against  Mex- 
ico from  being  set  on  foot  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  I 
likewise  issued  a  proclamation  upon  the  subject,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
with laid  before  you.  This  appeared  to  be  rendered  imperative  by  the 
obligations  of  treaties  and  the  general  duties  of  good  neighborhood. 

In  my  last  annual  message  I  informed  Congress  that  citizens  of  the 
United  States  had  undertaken  the  connection  of  the  two  oceans  by  means 
of  a  railroad  across  the  isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  under  a  grant  of  the 
Mexican  government  to  a  citizen  of  that  republic  ;  an^  that  this  enterprise 
would  probably  be  prosecuted  with  energy  whenever  Mexico  should  con- 
sent to  such  stipulations  with  the  government  of  the  United  States  as 
should  impart  a  feeling  of  security  to  those  who  should  invest  their  prop- 
erty in  the  enterprise. 

A  convention  between  the  two  governments  for  the  accomplishment  of 
that  end  has  been  ratified  by  this  government,  and  only  awaits  the  decision 
of  the  Congress  and  the  executive  of  that  republic. 

Some  unexpected  difficulties  and  delays  have  arisen  in  the  ratification 
of  that  convention  by  Mexico,  but  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  her  decision 
will  be  governed  by  just  and  enlightened  views,  as  well  of  the  general 
importance  of  the  object,  as  of  her  own  interests  and  obligations. 

In  negotiating  upon  this  important  subject,  this  government  has  had  in 
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view  one,  and  only  one  object.  That  object  has  been,  and  is,  the  con- 
struction or  attainment  of  a  passage  from  ocean  to  ocean,  the  shortest  and 
the  best  for  travellers  and  merchandise,  and  equally  open  to  all  the  world. 
It  has  sought  to  obtain  no  territorial  acquisition,  nor  any  advantages  pecu- 
liar to  itself;  and  it  would  see,  with  the  greatest  regret,  that  Mexico 
should  oppose  any  obstacle  to  the  accomplishment  of  an  enterprise 
which  promises  so  much  convenience  to  the  whole  commercial  world, 
and  such  eminent  advantages  to  Mexico  herself.  Impressed  with  these 
sentiments  and  these  convictions,  the  government  will  continue  to  exert 
all  proper  efforts  to  bring  about  the  necessary  arrangement  with  the  re- 
public of  Mexico  for  the  speedy  completion  of  the  work. 

For  some  months  past,  the  republic  of  Nicaragua  has  been  the  theatre 
of  one  of  those  civil  convulsions  from  which  the  cause  of  free  institutions, 
and  the  general  prosperity  and  social  progress  of  the  states  of  Central 
America,  have  so  often  and  so  severely  suffered.  Until  quiet  shall  have 
been  restored,  and  a  government  apparently  stable  shall  have  been  organ'- 
ized,  no  advance  can  prudently  be  made  in  disposing  of  the  questions 
pending  between  the  two  countries. 

I  am  happy  to  announce  that  an  inter-oceanic  communication  from  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  John  to  the  Pacific  has  been  so  far  accomplished  as  that 
passengers  have  actually  traversed  it,  and  merchandise  has  been  trans- 
ported over  it ;  and  when  the  canal  shall  have  been  completed  according 
to  the  original  plan,  the  means  of  commuiMcation  will  be  further  improved. 
It  is  understood  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  railroad  across  the  isthmus 
of  Panama  has  been  completed,  and  that  the  mail  and  passengers  will  in 
future  be  conveyed  thereon. 

Whichever  of  the  several  routes  between  the  two  oceans  may  ultimately 
prove  most  eligible  for  travellers  to  and  from  the  different  states  on  the 
Atlantic  and  gulf  ^f  Mexico  and  our  coast  on  the  Pacific,  there  is  little 
reason  to  doubt  that  all  of  them  will  be  useful  to  the  public,  and  will  liber- 
ally reward  that  individual  enterprise  by  which  alone  they  have  been  or 
are  expected  to  be  carried  into  effect. 

Peace  has  been  concluded  between  the  contending  parties  in  the  island 
of  St.  Domingo,  and,  it  is  hoped,  upon  a  durable  basis.  Such  is  the  ex- 
tent of  our  commercial  relations  with  that  island,  that  the  United  States 
can  not  fail  to  feel  a  strong  interest  in  its  tranquillity. 

The  office  of  commissioner  to  China  remains  unfilled  ;  severd  persons 
have  been  appointed,  and  the  place  has  been  offered  to  others,  all  of  whom 
have  declined  its  acceptance,  on  the  ground  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  com- 
pensation. The  annual  allowance  by  law  is  six  thousand  dollars,  and 
there  is  no  provision  for  any  outfit.  I  earnestly  recommend  the  consid- 
eration of  this  subject  to  Congress.  Our  commerce  with  China  is  highly 
important,  and  is  becoming  more  and  more  so,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
creasing intercourse  between  our  ports  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  Eastern 
Asia.  China  is  understood  to  be  a  country  in  which  living  is  vcrry  expen- 
sive, and  I  know  of  no  reason  why  the  American  commissioner  sent  thith- 
er should  not  be  placed,  in  regard  -to  compensation,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  ministers  who  represent  this  country  at  the  courts  of  Europe. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  aggriegate  receipts  for  the  last  fiscal  year  amounted  to 
$52,312,979.87;  which,  with  the  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st 
July,  1850,  gave,  as  the  available  means  for  the  year,  the  sum  of 
$58,917,524.36. 
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The  total  expenditures  for  the  same  period  were  $48,005,878.68. 
The  total  imports  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1851,  were.$215,725,995i 

Of  which  there  were  in  specie 4,967,901 

The  exports  for  the  same  period  were 217,517,130* 

Of  which  there  were  of  domestic  products.  -  .$178,546,555 

Foreign  goods  re-exported 9,738,695 

Specie 29,231,880 

$217,517,130» 

Since  the  let  of  Deeemher  last,  the  payments  in  cash  on  account  of 
the  public  debt,  exclusive  of  interest,  have  amounted  to  $7,501,456.56; 
which,  however,  includes  the  sum  of  $3,242,400  paid  under  the  twelfth, 
article  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  and  the  further  sum  of  $2,591,213.45,. 
being  the  amount  of  awards  to  American  citizens  under  the  lale  treaty 
with  Mexico,  for  which  the  issue  of  stock  was  authorized,  but  which  was. 
paid  in  cash  from  the  treasury. 

The  public  debt  on  the  20th  ultimo,  exclusive  of  the  stock  authorized 
to  be  issued  to  Texas  by  the  act  of  September  9, 1850,  was  $62,560,395.26. 

The  receipts  for  the  next  fiscal  year  are  estimated  at  $51,800,000;. 
which,  with  the  probable  unappropriated  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the- 
30th  June  next,  will  give,  as  the  probable  available  means  for  that  year,, 
the  sum  of  $63,258,743.09. 

It  has  been  deemed  proper,  in  view  of  the  large  expenditures  conse- 
quent upon  the  acquisition  of  territory  fcom  Mexico,  that  the  estimates  for 
the  next  fiscal  year  should  be  laid  before  Congress  in  such  manner  as  to* 
distinguish  the  expenditures  so  required  from  the  otherwise  ordinary 
demands  upon  the  treasury. 

The  total  expenditures  for  the  next  fiscal  year  are  estimated  at 
$42,892,299.19  of  which  there  is  required  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of 
the  government,  other  than  those  consequent  upon  the  «cqiy sition  of  our 
new  territories,  and  deducting  the  payments  on  account  of  the  public  debt^ 
the  sum  of  $33,343,198.08;  and  for  the  purposes  connected  directly  or 
indirectly  with  those  territories,  and  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  obligations 
of  the  government,  contracted  in  consequence  of  their  acquisition,  th& 
sum  of  $9,549,101:11. 

If  the  views  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  reference  to  the  expen« 
ditures  required  for  these  territories  shall  be  met  by  corresponding  action 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  appropriations  made  in  accordance  there- 
with, there  will  be  an  estimated  unappropriated  balance  in  the  treasury 
on  the  30th  June,  1853,  of  $20,366,443.90,  wherewith  to  meet  that  por- 
tion of  the  public  debt  due  on  the  1st  of  July  following,  amounting  to 
$6,237,931.35,  as  well  as  any  appropriations  which  may  be  made  beyond 
the  estimates. 

In  thus  referring  to  the  estimated  expenditures  on  account  of  our  newly- 
acquired  territories,  I  may  express  the  hope  that  Congress  will  concur 
with  me  in  the  desire  that  a  liberal  course  of  policy  may  be  pursued 
toward  them,  and  that  every  obligation,  express  or  implied,  entered  into 
in  consequence  of  their  acquisition,  shall  be  fulfilled  by  the  most  liberal 
appropriations  for  that  purpose. 

The  values  of  our  domestic  exports  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  as  compared 
with  those  of  the  previous  year,  exhibit  an  increase  of  $43,646,322.  At 
first  view,  this  condition  of  our  trade  with  foreign  nations  would  seem  to 
present  the  most  flattering  hopes  of  its  future  prosperity.  An  examination 
of  the  details  of  our  exports,  however,  will  show  that  the  increased  value 
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•of  our  exports  for  the  last  fiscal  year  is  to  be  found  in  the  high  price  of 
•cotton  which  prevailed  during  the  first  half  of  that  year,  whiph  price  has 
.•since  declined  about  one  half. 

The  value  of  our  exports  of  breadstuffs  and  provisions,  which  > it  was 
supposed  the  incentive  of  a  low  tariff  and  large  importations  from  abroad 
would  have  greatly  augmented,  has  fallen  from  $68,701,921  in  1847,  to 
$26,051,373  in  1850,  and  to  $21,848,653  in  1851,  with  a  strong  proba- 
•bility,  amounting  almost  to  a  certainty,  of  a  still  further  reduction  in  the 
•current  year. 

The  aggregate  values  of  rice  exported  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  also  exhibit  a  decrease  amounting  to 
$460,917,  which,  with  a  decline  in  the  values  of  the  exports  of  tobacco 
for  the  same  period,  make  an  aggregate  decrease  in  these  two  articles  of 
$1,156,751. 

The  policy  which  dictated  a  low  rate  of  duties  on  foreign  merchandise, 
it  was  thought  by  those  who  promoted  and  established  it,  would  tend  to 
benefit  the  farming  population  of  this  country,  by  increasing  the  demand 
and  raising  the  price  of  agricultural  products  in  foreign  markets. 

The  foregoing  facts,  however,  seem  to  show  incontestably,  that  no  such 
result  has  followed  the  adoption  of  this  policy.  On  the  contrary,  notwith- 
standing the  repeal  of  the  restrictive  com  laws  in  England,  the  foreign 
demand  for  the  products  of  the  American  farmer  has  steadily  declined, 
since  the  short  crops  and  consequent  famine  in  a  portion  of  Europe  have 
been  happily  replaced  by  full  crops  and  comparative  abundance  of  food. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  recurring  to  the  commercial  statistics  for  the  past 
year,  that  the  value  of  our  domestic  exports  has  been  increased  in  the 
single  item  of  raw  cotton,  by  $40,000,000  over  the  value  of  that  export 
for  the  year  preceding.  This  is  not  due  to  any  increased  general  demand 
•for  that  article,  but  to  the  short  crop  of  the  preceding  year,  which  created 
an  increased  demand  and  an  augmented  price  for  the  crop  of  last  year. 
Should  the  cotton  crop  now  going  forward  to  market  be  only  equal  in 
•quantity  to  that  of  the  year  preceding,  and  be  sold  at  the  present  prices, 
then  there  would  be  a  falling  oflT  in  the  value  of  our  exports,  for  the  pres- 
ent fiscal  year,  of  at  least  $40,000,000,  compared  with  the  amount  ex- 
ported for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1851.  . 

The  production  of  gold  in  California,  for  the  past  year,  seems  to  prom- 
ise a  large  supply  of  that  metal  from  that  quarter  for  some  time  to  come. 
This  large  annual  increase  of  the  currency  of  the  world  must  be  attended 
with  its  usual  results.  These  have  been  already  partially  disclosed,  in 
the  enhancement  of  prices,  and  a  rising  spirit  of  speculation  and  adventure, 
tending  to  over-trading,  as  well  at  home  as  abroad.  Unless  some  salutary 
check  shall  be  given  to  these  tendencies,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  importa- 
tions of  foreign  goods,  beyond  a  healthy  demand  in  this  country,  will  lead 
to  a  sudden  drain  of  the  precious  metals  from  us,  bringing  with  it,  as  it 
has  done  in  former  times,  the  most  disastrous  consequences  to  the  busi- 
ness and  capital  of  the  American  people. 

The  exports  of  specie  to  liquidate  our  foreign  debt  during  the  past  fis- 
cal year  have  been  $24,263,979  over  the  amount  of  specie  imported.  The 
oxports  of  specie  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  fiscal  year  have 
been  $14,651,827.  Should  specie  continue  to  be  exported  at  this  rate  for 
the  remaining  three  quarters  of  this  year,  it  will  drain  from  our  metallic 
currency  during  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1852,  the  enormous  amount 
of  $58,607,308. 
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In  the  present  prosperous  condition  of  the  national  finances,  it  will  be- 
come the  duty  of  Congress  to  consider  the  best  mode  of  paying  ojQT  the 
.  public  debt.  If  the  present  and  anticipated  surplus  in  the  treasury  should 
not  be  absorbed  by  appropriations  of  an  extraordinary  character,  this  sur* 
plus  should  be  employed  in  such  way,  and  under  such  restrictions  as 
Congress  may  enact,  in  extinguishing  the  outstanding  debt  of  the  nation. 

By  reference  to  the  act  of  Congress  approved  9th  September,  1850,  it 
will  be  seen  that,  in  consideration  of  certain  concessions  by  the  state  of 
Texas,  it  is  provided  that  the  "  United  States  shall  pay  to  the  state  of 
Texas  the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  in  a  stock  bearing  five  per  cent, 
interest,  and  redeemable  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years,  the  interest  payable 
half  yearly  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States." 

In  the  same  section  of  the  law  it  is  further  provided  "  that  no  more  than 
five  millions  of  said  stock  shall  be  issued  until  the  creditors  of  the  state 
holding  bonds  and  other  certificates  of  stock  of  Texas, ybr  which  duties  an 
imports  lOf.re  specially  pledged,  shall  first  file  at  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States  releases  of  all  claims  against  the  United  States,  for  or  on  account 
of  said  bonds  or  certificates,  in  such  forms  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  approved  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States." 

The  form  of  release  thus  provided  for  has  been  prescribed  by  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury,  and  approved.  It  has  been  published  in  all  the 
leading  newspapers  in  the  commercial  cities  of  the  United  States,  and  all 
persons  holding  claims  of  the  kind  specified  in  the  foregoing  proviso  were 
required  to  file  their  releases  (in  the  form  thus  prescribed)  in  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  October,  1651.  Although 
this  publication  has  been  continued  from  the  25th  day  of  March,  1851, 
yet  up  to  the  l^t  of  October  last  comparatively  few  releases  had  been 
filed  by  the  creditors  of  Texas. 

The  authorities  of  the  state  of  Texas,  at  the  request  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  have  furnished  a  schedule  of  the  public  debt  of  that  state 
created  prior  to  her  admission  into  the  Union,  with  a  copy  of  the  laws 
under  which  each  class  was  contracted. 

I  have,  from  the  documents  furnished  by  the  state  of  Texas,  determined 
the  classes  of  claims  which  in  my  judgment  fall  within  the  provision  of 
the  act  of  Confjress  of  the  9th  of  September,  1850. 

On  being  officially  informed  of  the  acceptance  by  Texas  of  the  propo- 
sitions contained  in  the  act  referred  to,  I  caused  the  stock  to  be  prepared, 
and  the  five  millions  which  are  to  be  issued  unconditionally,  bearing  an 
interest  of  five  per  cent,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1851,  have  been  for 
some  time  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  state  of  Texas.  The  authorities 
of  Texas,  up  to  the  present  time,  have  not  authorfzed  any  one  to  receive 
this  stock,  and  it  remains  in  the  treasury  department,  subject  to  the  order 
of  Texas. 

The  releases,  required  by  law  to  be  deposited  in  the  treasury,  not  bar- 
ing been  filed  there,  the  remaining  five  millions  have  not  been  issued. 
This  last  amount  of  the  stock  will  be  withheld  from  Texas  until  the  condi- 
tions upon  which  it  is  to  be  delivered  shall  be  complied  with  by  the  cred- 
itors of  that  state,  unless  Congress  shall  otherwise  direct  by  a  modification 
of  the  law. 

In  my  last  annual  message,  to  which  I  respectfully  refer,  I  stated  briefly 
the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  recommend  a  modification  of  the  pres* 
ent  tariff,  by  converting  the  ad-valorem  into  a  specific  duty,  whererer  tbt 
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article  imported  was  of  such  a  character  as  to  permit  it,  and  that  such  a 
discrimination  should  be  made,  in  favor  of  the  industrial  pursuits  of  our 
own  country,  as  to  encourage  home  production  without  excluding  foreign 
competition. 

The  numerous  frauds  which  continue  to  be  practised  upon  the  revenue 
by  false  invoices  and  under-valuations,  constitute  an  unanswerable  reason 
for  adopting  specific  instead  of  ad-valorem  duties  in  all  cases  where  the 
nature  of  the  commodity  does  not  forbid  it.  A  striking  illustration  of  these 
frauds  will  be  exhibited  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
showing  the  customhouse  valuation  of  articles  imported  under  a  former 
law  subject  to  specific  duties,  when  there  was  no  inducement  to  under- 
valuation, and  the  customhouse  valuations  of  the  same  articles  under  the 
present  system  of  ad-valorem  duties,  so  greatly  reduced  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  of  the  existence  of  the  most  flagrant  abuses  under  the  existing  laws. 
This  practical  evasion  of  the  present  law,  combined  with  the  languishing 
condition  of  some  of  the  great  interests  of  the  country  caused  by  over- 
importations  and  consequent  depressed  prices,  and  with  the  failure  in  ob- 
taining a  foreign  market  for  our  increasing  surplus  of  breadstufis  and  pro- 
visions, has  induced  me  again  to  recommend  a  modification  of  the  existing 
tariff. 

The  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  interior,  which  accompanies  this 
communication,  will  present  a  condensed  statement  of  the  operations  of 
that  important  department  of  the  government. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  cash  sales  of  the  public  lands  exceed  those  of 
the  preceding  year,  and  that  there  is  reason  to  anticipate  a  still  further 
increase,  notwithstanding  the  large  donations  which  have  been  made  to 
many  of  the  states,  and  the  liberal  grants  to  individuals  as  a  reward  for 
military  services.  This  fact  furnishes  very  gratifying  evidence  of  the 
growing  wealth  and  prosperity  of  our  country. 

Suitable  measures  have  been  adopted  for  commencing  the  survey  of 
the  public  lands  in  California  and  Oregon.  Surveying  parties  have  been 
organized,  and  some  progress  has  been  made  in  establishing  the  principal 
base  and  meridian  lines.  But  further  legislation  and  additional  appropri- 
ations will  be  necessary  before  the  proper  subdivisions  can  be  made,  and 
the  general  land  system  extended  over  those  remote  parts  of  our  terri- 
tory. 

On  the  3d  of  March  last,  an  act  was  passed  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  three  commissioners  to  settle  private  land  claims  in  California. 
Three  persons  were  immediately  appointed,  all  of  whom,  however,  de- 
clined accepting  the  ofiice,  in  consequence  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  com- 
pensation. Others  were  promptly  selected,  who,  for  the  same  reason  plso 
declined ;  and  it  was  not  until  late  in  the  season  that  the  services  of  suit- 
able persons  could  be  secured.  A  majority  of  the  commissioners  con- 
venod"  in  this  city  on  the  10th  September  last,  when  detailed  instructions 
wer^  given  to  them  in  regard  to  their  duties.  Their  first  meeting  for  the 
transHction  of  business  will  be  held  in  San  Francisco  on  the  eighth  day  of 
4he  present  month. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  refer  to  these  facts,  not  only  to  explain  the 
causes  of  the  delay  in  filling  the  commission,  but  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  propriety  of  increasing  the  compensation  of  the  commissioners.  The 
ofiice  is  one  of  great  labor  and  responsibility,  and  the  compensation  should 
be  such  as  to  command  men  of  a  high  order  of  talents  and  the  most  un* 
questionable  integrity. 
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The  proper  disposal  of  the  mineral  lands  of  California  is  a  subject  sur- 
rounded by  great  difficulties.  In  my  last  annual  message,  I  recommended 
the  survey  and  sale  of  them  in  small  parcels,  under  such  restrictions  as 
would  effectually  guard  against  monopoly  and  speculation.  But  upon 
further  information,  and  in  deference  to  the  opinions  of  persons  familiar 
with  the  subject,  I  am  inclined  to  change  that  recommendation,  and  to  ad- 
vise that  they  be  permitted  to  remain,  as  at  present,  a  common  field,  open 
to  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  all  our  citizens,  until  further  experience 
shall  have  developed  the  best  policy  to  be  ultimately  adopted  in  regard  to 
them,  It  is  safer  to  suffer  the  inconvenience  that  now  exists,  for  a  short 
period,  than,  by  premature  legislation,  to  fasten  on  the  country  a  system 
founded  in  error,  which  may  place  the  whole  subject  beyond  the  future 
control  of  Congress. 

The  agricultural  lands  should,  however,  be  surveyed,  and  brought  into 
market  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  that  the  titles  may  become  settled, 
and  the  inhabitants  stimulated  to  make  permanent  improvements,  and  en- 
ter on  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life.  To  effect  these  objects,  it  is  desir- 
able that  the  necessary  provision  be  made  by  law  for  the  establishment 
of  land  offices  in  California  and  Oregon,  and  for  the  efficient  prosecution 
of  the  surveys  at  an  early  day. 

Some  difficulties  have  occurred  in  organizing  the  territorial  govern- 
ments of  New  Mexico  and  Utah ;  and,  when  more  accurate  information 
shall  be  obtained  of  the  causes,  a  further  communication  will  be  made  on 
that  subject. 

In  my  last  annual  communication  to  Congress,  I  recommended  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  agricultural  bureau,  and  I  take  this  occasion  again  to  invoke 
your  favorable  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Agriculture  may  justly  be  regarded  as  the  great  interest  of  our  people. 
Four  fifths  of  our  active  population  are  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil,  and  the  rapid  expansion  of  our  settlements  over  new  territory  is 
daily  adding  to  the  number  of  those  engaged  in  that  vocation.  Justice 
and  sound  policy,  therefore,  alike  require  that  the  government  should  use^ 
all  the  means  authorized  by  the  constitution  to  promote  the  interests  and 
welfare  of  that  important  class  of  our  fellow-citizens.  And  yet  it  i»  a  sin- 
gular fact  that,  while  the  manufacturing  and  commercial  interests  have 
engaged  the  attention  of  Congress  during  a  large  portion  of  every  session, 
and  our  statutes  abound  in  provisions  for  their  protection  and  encourage- 
ment, little  has  yet  been  done  directly  for  the^advancement  of  agriculture. 
It  is  time  that  this  reproach  to  our  legislation  should  be  removed ;  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  present  Congress  will  not  close  their  labors  with- 
out adopting  efficient  means  to  supply  the  omissions  of  those  who  have 
preceded  them. 

An  agricultural  bureau,  charged  with  the  duty  of  collecting  and  dissem- 
inating correct  information  as  to  the  best  modes  of  cultivation,  and  of  the 
most  effectual  means  of  preserving  and  restoring  the  fertility  of  the  soil, 
and  of  procuring  and  distributing  seeds  and  plants,  and  other  vegetable 
productions,  with  instructions  in  regard  to  the  soil,  climate,  and  treatment 
best  adapted  to  their  growth,  could  not  fail  to  be,  in  the  language  of  Wash- 
ington, in  his  last  annual  message  to  Congress,  a  "  a  very  cheap  instru- 
ment of  immense  national  benefit." 

Regarding  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  September  28, 1850,  granting 
bounty  lands  to  persons  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of 
the  country,  as  a  great  measure  of  national  justice  and  munificence,  an 
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anxious  ^esire  has  been  felt,  by  the  officers  intrusted  with  its  immediate 
execution,  to  give  prompt  effect  to  its  provisions.  All  the  means  within 
their  control  were,  therefore,  brought  into  requisition  to  expedite  the 
adjudication  of  claims ;  and  I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  state,  that  near 
one  hundred  thousand  applications  have  been  considered,  and  about  sev- 
enty thousand  warrants  issued,  within  the  short  space  of  nine  months.  If 
adequate  provision  be  made  by  law  to  carry  into  effect  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  department,  it  is  confidently  expected  that,  before  the  close 
of  the  next  fiscal  year,  all  who  are  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  act  will 
have  received  their  warrants. 

The.  secretary  of  the  interior  has  suggested  in  his  report  various  amend- 
ments of  the  laws  relating  to  pensions  and.  bounty  lands,  for  the  purpose 
of  more  effectually  guarding  against  abuses  and  frauds  on  the  government : 
to  all  of  which  I  invite  your  particular  attention. 

The  large  accessions  to  our  Indian  population  consequent  tipon  the  ac- 
quisition of  New  Mexico  and  California,  and  the  extension  of  our  settle- 
ments into  Utah  and  Oregon,  have  given  increased  interest  and  importance 
to  our  relations  with  the  aboriginal  race. 

No  material  change  has  taken  place  within  the  last  year  in  the  condi- 
tion and  prospects  of  the  Indian  tribes  who  reside  in  the  Northwestern 
territory  and  west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  We  are  at  peace  with  all  of 
them  ;  and  it  will  be  a  source  of  pleasure  (o  you  to  learn  that  they  are 
gradually  advancing  in  civilization  and  the  pursuits  of  social  life. 

Alang  the  Mexican  frontier,  and  in  California  and  Oregon,  there  have 
been  occasional  manifestations  of  unfriendly  feeling,  and  some  depredations 
committed.  I  am  satisfied,  however,  that  they  resulted  more  from  the 
destitute  and  starving  condition  of  the  Indians  than  from  any  settled  hos- 
tility toward  the  whites.  As  the  settlements  of  our  citizens  progress 
toward  them,  the  game  upon  which  they  mainly  rely  for  subsistence  is 
driven  off  or  destroyed,  and  the  only  alternative  left  to  them  is  starvation 
or  plunder.  It  becomes  us  to  consider,  in  view  of  this  condition  of  things, 
whether  justice  and  humanity,  as  well  as  an  enlightened  economy,  do  not 
require  that,  instead  of  seeking  to  punish  them  for  offences  which  are  the 
result  of  our  own  policy  toward  them,  we  should  not  provide  for  their 
immediate  wants,  and. encourage  them  to  engage  in  agriculture,  and  to  rely 
on  their  labor,  instead  of  the  chase,  for  the  means  of  support. 

Various  important  treaties  have  been  negotiated  with  different  tribes 
during  the  year,  by  which  thiSir  title  to  large  and  valuable  tracts  of  country 
has  been  extinguished:  all  of  which  will,  at  the  proper  time,  be  submitted 
to  the  senate  for  ratification. 

The  joint  commission  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  running  and  marking  the  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico.  It  was  stated  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  interior  that  the  initial  point  on  the  Pacific  and  the  point 
of  junction  of  the  Gila  with  the  Colorado  river  had  been  determined,  and 
the  intervening  line,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length,  run  and 
marked  by  temporary  monuments.  Since  that  time  a  monument  of  marble 
has  been  erected  at  the  initial  point,  and  permanent  landmarks  of  iron  have 
been  placed  at  suitable  distances  along  the  line. 

The. initial  point  on  the  Rio  Grande  has  also  been  fixed  by  the  commis- 
sioners at  latitude  32^  22%  and,  at  the  date  of  the  last  communication,  the 
survey  of  the  line  had  been  made  thence  westward  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles,  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  coj[^)er  mines. 
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The  commission  on  our  part  was  at  first  organized  on  a  scale  which 
experience  proved  to  be  unwieldy  and  attended  with  unnecessary  expense. 
Orders  have,  therefore,  been  issued  for  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
persons  employed  within  the  smallest  limits  consistent  with  the  safety  of 
those  engaged  in  the  service  and  the  prompt  and  efficients  execution  of 
their  important  daties. 

Returns  have  been  received  from  all  the  officers  engaged  in  taking  the 
census  in  the  states  and  territories,  except  California.  The  superinten- 
dent employed  to  make  the  enumeration  in  that  state,  has  not  yet  made 
his  full  report,  from  causes,  as  he  alleges,  beyond  his  control.  This  fail- 
ure is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  it  has  prevented  the  secretary  of  the  inte- 
rior from  making  the  decennial  apportionment  of  representatives  among 
the  states,  as  required  by  the  act  approved  May  .23,  1850.  It  is  hoped, 
however,  that  the  returns  will  soon  be  received,  and  no  time  will  then  be 
lost  in  making  the  necessary  apportionment,  and  in  transmitting  the  certif- 
icates required  by  law. 

The  superintendent  of  the  seventh  census  is  diligently  employed,  under 
the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  interior,  in  classifying  and  arranging, 
in  tabular  form,  all  the  statistical  information  derived  from  the  returns  of 
the  marshals,  and  it  is  believed  that  when  the  work  shall  be  completed, 
it  will  exhibit  a  more  perfect  view  of  the  population,  wealth,  occupations, 
and  social  condition  of  a  great  country,  than  has  ever  been  presented  to 
the  world.  The  value  of  such  a  work,  as  the  basis  of  enlightened  legis- 
lation, can  hardly  be  over-estimated ;  and  I  earnestly  hope  that  Congress 
will  lose  no  time  in  making  the  appropriations  necessary  to  complete  the 
classifications,  and  to  publish  the  results  in  a  style  worthy  of  the  subject, 
and  of  our  national  character. 

The  want  of  a  uniform  fee-bill,  prescribing  the  compensation  to  be  al- 
lowed district  attorneys,  clerks,  marshals,  and  commissioners,  in  civil  and 
criminal  cases,  is  the  cause  of  much  vexation,  injustice,  and  complaint.  I 
would  recommend  a  thorough  revision  of  the  laws  on  the  whole  subject, 
and  the  adoption  of  a  tariff  of  fees  which,  as  far  as  practicable,  should  be 
uniform,  and  prescribe  a  specific  compensation  for  every  service  which 
the  officer  may  be  required  to  perform.  This  subject  will  be  fully  pre- 
sented in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  interior. 

In  my  last  annual  message  I  gave  briefly  my  reasons  for  believing  that 
you  possessed  the  constitutional  power  to  improve  the  harbors  of  our  great 
lakes  and  seacoast,  and  the  navigation  of  our  principal  rivers,  and  recom- 
mended that  appropriations  should  be  made  for  completing  such  works  as 
had  already  been  commenced,  and  for  commencing  such  others  as  might 
seem  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  be  of  public  and  general  importance.. 
Without  repeating  the  reasons  then  urged,  I  deem  it  my  duty  again  to  call 
your  attention  to  this  important  subject.  The  works  on  many  of  our  bar* 
bors  were  left  in  an  unfinished  state,  and,  consequently,  exposed  to  the 
action  of  the  elements,  which  is  fast  destroying  them.  Great  numbers  of 
lives  and  vast  amounts  of  property  are  annually  lost  for  want  of  safe  and 
convenient  harbors  on  the  lakes.  None  but  those  who  have  been  exposed 
to  that  dangrerous  navigation  can  fully  appreciate  the  importance  of  thia 
subject.  The  whole  northwest  appeals  to  you  for  relief,  and  I  trust  their 
appeal  will  receive  due  consideration  at  your  hands. 

The  same  is  in  a  measure  true  in  regard  to  some  of  the  harbors  and 
inlets  on  the  seacoast. 

The  unobstructed  navigation  of  our  large  rivers  is  of  equal  importance.. 
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Our  settlements  are  now  extending  to  the  sources  of  the  great  rivers  whicb 
empty  into  and  form  a  part  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  value  of  the  public 
lands  in  those  regions  would  be  greatly  enhanced  by  freeing  the  naviga^ 
tion  of  those  waters  from  obstructions.  In  view,  therefore,  of  this  great 
interest,  I  deem  it  my  duty  again  to  urge  upon  Congress  to  make  such 
appropriations  for  these  improvements  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

The  surveys  of  the  delta  of  the  Mississippi,  with  a  view  to  the  preven- 
tion of  the  overflows  that  have  proved  so  disastrous  to  that  region  of  coun- 
try, have  been  nearly  completed,  and  the  reports  thereof  are  now  in  course 
of  preparation,  and  will  shortly  be  laid  before  you. 

The  protection  of  our  southwestern  frontier,  and  of  the  adjacent  Mexi- 
can states,  against  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  border,  has  claimed  my 
earnest  and  constant  attention.  Congress  having  failed,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, to  adopt  my  recommendation  that  an  additional  regiment  of  mounted 
men  specially  adapted  to  that  service  should  be  raised,  all  that  remained 
to  be  done  was  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  means  at  my  disposal.  Ac- 
cordingly, all  the  troops  adapted  to  that  service  that  could  properly  be 
spared  from  other  quarters  have  been  concentrated  on  that  frontier,  and 
officers  of  high  reputation  selected  to  command  them.  A  new  arrange- 
ment of  the  military  posts  has  also  been  made,  whereby  the  troops  are 
brought  nearer  to  the  Mexican  frontier  and  to  the  tribes  they  are  intended 
to  overawe. 

Sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  realize  all  the  benefits  that  are 
expected  to  result  from  these  arrangements,  but  I  have  every  reason  to 
hope  that  they  will  effectually  check  their  marauding  expeditions.  The 
nature  of  the  country,  which  furnishes  little  for  the  support  of  an  army, 
and  abounds  in  places  of  refuge  and  concealment,  is  remarkably  well 
adapted  to  this  predatory  warfare ;  and  we  can  scarcely  hope  that  any 
military  force,  combined  with  the  greatest  vigilance,  can  entirely  sup- 
press it. 

By  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  we  are  bound  to  protect  the  terri- 
tory of  Mexico  against  the  incursions  of  the  savage  tribes  within  our  bor- 
der, "  with  equal  diligence  and  energy,"  as  if  the  same  were  made  within 
our  territory  or  against  our  citizens.  1  have  endeavored  to  comply,  as  far 
as  possible,  with  this  provision  of  the  treaty.  Orders  have  been  given  to 
the  officers  commanding  on  that  frontier  to  consider  the  Mexican  territory 
and  its  inhabitants  as  equally  with  our  own  entitled  to  their  protection  ; 
and  to  make  all  their  plans  and  arrangements  with  a  view  to  the  attain- 
ment of  this  object.  Instructions  have  also  been  given  to  the  Indian  com- 
missioners and  agents  among  these  tribes,  in  all  treaties,  to  make  the 
clauses  designed  for  the  protection  of  our  own  citizens  apply  also  to  those 
of  Mexico.  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  these  instructions  have  been 
fully  carried  into  effect.  Nevertheless,  it  is  probable  that  in  spite  of  all 
our  eflbrts,  some  of  the  neighboring  states  of  Mexico  may  have  suffered, 
as  our  own  have,  from  depredations  by  the  Indians. 

To  the  difficulties  of  defending  our  own  territory,  as  above  mentioned, 
are  superadded,  in  defending  that  of  Mexico,  those  that  arise  from  its  re- 
moteness, from  the  fact  that  we  have  no  right  to  station  our  troops  within 
lier  limits,  and  that  there  is  no  efficient  military  force  on  the  Mexican  side 
to  co-operate  with  our  own.  So  long  as  this  shall  continue  to  be  the 
case,  the  number  and  activity  of  our  troops  will  rather  increase  than  di- 
minish the  evil,  as  the  Indians  will  naturally  turn  toward  that  country 
where  they  encounter  the  least  resistance.     Yet  these  troops  are  neces- 
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saiy  to  subdue  them,  and  to  compel  them  to  make  and  observe  treaties. 
Until  this  shall  have  been  done,  neither  country  will  enjoy  any  security 
from  their  attacks. 

The  Indians  in  California,  who  had  previously  appeared  of  a  peaceable 
character,  and  disposed  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  the  whites,  have  re- 
cently committed  several  acts  of  hostility.  As  a  large  portion  of  the  rein- 
forcements sent  to  the  Mexican  frontier  were  drawn  from  the  Pacific,  the 
military  force  now  stationed  there  is  considered  entirely  inadequate  to  its 
defence.  It  can  not  be  increased,  however,  without  an  increase  of  the 
army ;  and  I  again  recommend  that  measure  as  indispensable  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontier. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  suggestions  on  this  subject,  and  on  others 
connected  with  his  department,  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war. 

The  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army,  during  the  current  fiscal 
year  ending  30th  June  next,  were  reduced  far  below  the  estimate  sub- 
mitted by  the  department.  The  consequence  of  this  reduction  is  a  con- 
siderable deficiency,  to  which  I  <invite  your  early  attention. 

The  expenditures  of  that  department,  for  the  year  ending  30th  June  last, 
were  $9,060,268.58.  The  estimates  for  the  year  commencing  1st  July 
next,  and  ending  June  30, 1853,  are  $7,898,775.83;  show  a  reduction  of 
$1,161,492.75. 

The  board  of  commissioners,  to  whom  the  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  military  asylum,  created  by  the  act  of  3d  March  last,  was  intrusted, 
having  selected  a  site  for  the  establishment  of  an  asylum  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  city,  which  has  been  approved  by  me,  subject  to  the  production  of 
a  satisfactory  title. 

The  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  will  exhibit  the  condition  of 
the  public  service  under  the  supervision  of  that  department.  Our  naval 
force  afloat  during  the  present  year,  has  been  actively  and  usefully  em- 
ployed in  giving  protection  to  our  widely-extended  and  increasing  com- 
merce and  interests  in  the  various  quarters  of  the  globe,  and  our  fiag  has 
everywhere  afforded  the  security  and  received  the  respect  inspired  by 
the  justice  and  liberality  of  our  intercourse,  and  the  dignity  and  power  of 
the  nation. 

The  expedition  commanded  by  Lieut.  De  Haven,  despatched  in  search 
of  the  British  commander.  Sir  John  Franklin,  and  his  companions  in  the 
Arctic  seas,  returned  to  New  York  in  the  month  of  October,  after  having 
undergone  great  peril  and  suffering  from  an  unknown  and  dangerous  navi- 
gation and  the  rigors  of  a  northern  climate,  without  any  satisfactory  infor- 
malion  of  the  objects  of  their  search,  but  with  new  contributions  to  science 
and  navigation  from  the  unfrequented  polar  regions.  The  officers  and  men 
of  the  expedition  having  been  all  volunteers  for  this  service,  and  having 
so  conducted  it  as  to  meet  the  entire  approbation  of  the  government,  it  is 
suggested,  as  an  act  of  grace  and  generosity,  that  the  same  allowances  of 
extra  pay  and  emoluments  be  extended  to  them  that  were  made  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  like  rating  in  the  late  exploring  expedition  to  the 
South  seas. 

I  earnestly  recommend  to  your  attention  the  necessity  of  reorganizing 
the  naval  establishment,  apportioning  and  fixing  the  number  of  officers  in 
each  grade,  providing  some  mode  of  promotion  to  the  higher  grades  of  the 
navy,  having  reference  to  merit  and  capacity,  rather  than  •  seniority  or 
datQ  of  entry  into  the  service,  and  for  retiring  from  the  eflfective  list  upon 
reduced  pay  those  who  may  be  incompetent  to  the  performance  of  active 
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duty.     As  a  measure  of  economy,  as  well  as  of  efficiency  in  this  arm  of  . 
the  service,  the  provision  last  mentioned  is  eminently  worthy  of  your  con« 
sideration. 

The  determination  of  the  questions  of  relative  rank  between  the  sea 
officers  and  civil  officers  of  the  navy,  and  between  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  in  the  various  grades  of  each,  will  also  merit  your  attention. 
The  failure  to  provide  any  substitute,  when  corporal  punishment  was  abol- 
ished for  ofTences  in  the  navy,  has  occasioned  the  convening  of  numerous 
courts-martial  upon  the  arrival  of  vessels  in  port,  and  it  is  believed  to  have 
had  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  discipline  and  efficiency  of  the  service. 
To  moderate  punishment  from  one  grade  to  another  is  among  the  humane 
reforms  of  the  age  ;  but  to  abolish  one  of  severity,  which  applied  so  gen- 
erally to  offences  on  ship-board,  and  provide  nothing  in  its  stead,  is  to 
suppose  a  progress  of  improvement  in  every  individual  among  seamen 
which  is  not  assumed  by  the  legislature  in  respect  to  any  other  class  of 
men.  It  is  hoped  that  Congress,  in  the  ample  opportunity  afforded  by 
the  present  session,  will  thoroughly  investigate  this  important  subject, 
and  establish  such  modes  of  determining  guilt,  and  such  gradations  of 
punishment,  as  are  consistent  with  humanity  and  the  personal  rights  of 
individuals,  and  at  the  same  time  shall  insure  the  most  energetic  and  effi- 
cient performance  of  duty  and  the  suppression  of  crime  in  our  ships-of-war. 

The  stone  dock  in  the  navy-yard  at  New  York,  which  was  ten  years 
in  process  of  construction,  has  been  so  far  finished  as  to  be  surrendered 
up  to  the  authorities  of  the  yard.  The  dry  dock  at  Philadelphia  is  reported 
as  completed,  and  is  expected  soon  to  be  tested  and  delivered  over  to  the 
agents  of  the  government.  That  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  is  also 
nearly  ready  for  delivery :  and  a  contract  has  been  concluded,  agreeably 
to  the  act  of  Congress  at  its  last  session,  fur  a  floating  sectional  dock  on 
the  bay  of  San  Francisco.  I  invite  your  attention  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  department  touching  the  establishment  of  a  navy-yard  in  conjunction 
with  this  dock  on  the  Pacific.  Such  a  station  is  highly  necessary  to  the 
convenience  and  effectiveness  of  our  fleet  in  that  ocean,  which  must  be 
expected  to  increase  with  the  growth  of  commerce  and  tl^e  rapid  extension 
of  our  whale  fisheries  over  its  waters. 

The  naval  academy  at  Annapolis,  under  a  revised  and  improved  system 
of  regulations,  now  affords  opportunities  of  education  and  instruction  to 
the  pupils  quite  equal,  it  is  believed,  for  professional  improvement,  to  those 
enjoyed  by  the  cadets  in  the  military  academy.  A  large  class  of  acting 
midshipmen  was  received  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  academic  term, 
and  a  practice-ship  has  been  attached  to  the  institution,  to  afTord  the 
amplest  means  for  regular  instruction  in  seamanship,  as  well  as  for  cruises 
during  the  vacations  of  three  or  four  months  in  each  year.  > 

The  advantages  of  science  in  nautical  aflairs  have  rarely  been  more 
strikingly  illustrated,  than  in  the  fact  stated  in  the  report  of  the  navy  de- 
partment, that,  by  means  of  the  wind  and  current  charts,  projected  and 
prepared  by  Lieutenant  Maury,  the  superintendent  of  the  naval  observa- 
tory, the  passage  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  ports  of  our  country  has 
been  shortened  by  about  forty  days. 

The  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps,  the  ensu- 
ing fiscal  year,  will  be  found  to  be  $5,856,472.19,  the  estimates  for  the 
current  year  being  $5,900,621. 

The  estimates  Tor  special  objects  under  the  control  of  this  department, 
amount  to  $2,684,220.89,  against  $2,210,980  for  the  present  year,  the  in- 
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crease  bolng  occasioned  by  tbe  additional  mail  servico  on  tbe  Pacific  coast, 
and  tbe  construction  of  the  dock  in  California,  authorized  at  tbe  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  some  slight  additions  under  the  bead  of  improve- 
ments  and  repairs  in.  navy-yards,  buildings,  and  macbinery. 

I  deem  it  of  mucb  importance  to  a  just  economy,  and  a  correct  under- 
standing of  naval  expenditures,  tbat  there  should  be  an  entire  separation 
of  the  appropriations  for  tbe  support  of  tbe  naval  service  proper  from  tbose 
for  permanent  improvements  at  navy-yards  and  stations,  and  from  ocean 
steam-mail  service,  and  other  special  objects  assigned  to  the  supervision 
of  this  department. 

The  report  of  tbe  postmaster-general,  herevirith  communicated^  presents 
an  interesting  view  of  the  progress,  operations,  and  condition  of  his 
department. 

At  the  olose  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  length  of  mail-routes  within  the 
United  States  was  196,290  miles;  the  annual  transportation  thereon 
53,272,252  miles ;  and  tbe  annual  cost  of  such  tr^sportation  $3,421,754. 

The  length  of  the  foreign  mail-routes  is  estimated  at  18,349  miles,  and 
the  annual  transportation  thereon  at  615,206  miles.  The  annual  cost  of 
this  service  is  $1,472,187,  of  which  $448,937  is  paid  by  tbe  postoffico 
department,  and  $1,023,250  are  paid  through  the  navy  department. 

The  annual  tranportation  within  tbe  United  States  (excluding  the  ser- 
vice in  California  and  Oregon,  which  is  now,  for  the  first  time,  reported 
and  embraced  in  the  tabular  statements  of  the  department)  exceeds  that 
of  the  preceding  year  6,162,855  miles,  at  an  increased  cost  of  $547,110. 

Tbe  whole  number  of  postoflSces  in  the  United  States  on  the  30ih  day 
of  June  last  was  19,796.  There  were  1,698  postoffices  established,  and 
256  discontinued,  during  tbe  year. 

The  gross  revenues  of  the  department  for  the  fiscal  year,  including  tbe 
appropriations  for  the  franked  matter  of  Congress,  of  the  departments,  and 
officers  of  government,  and  excluding  tbe  foreign  postages,  collected  for, 
and  payable  to  the  British  postoffice,  amounted  to  $6,727,866.78. 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period  (excluding  $20,599.49,  paid 
under  an  award  of  the  auditor,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  last 
Congress,  for  mail  service  on  tbe  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers'in  1832 
and  1833,  and  the  amount  paid  to  the  British  postoffice  for  foreign  post- 
ages collected  for  and  payable  to  that,office)"'amounted  to  $6,024,566.79; 
leaving  a  balance  of  revenue  over  the  proper  expenditures  of  the  year  of 
$703,299.99. 

The  receipts  of  postages  during  the  year  (excluding  the  foreign  postages 
collected  for  and  payable  to  tbe  British  postoffice)  amounted  to  $6,345,- 
747.21,  being  an  increase  of  $997,610.79,  or  18  j^^^^  per  cent,  over  the 
like  receipts  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  reduction  of  postage  under  the  act  of  March  last,  did  not  take 
effect  until  the  commencement  of  tbe  present  fiscal  year.  The  accounts 
for  the  first  quarter,  under  tbe  operation  of  the  reduced  rates,  will  not  be 
settled  before  January  next ;  and  no  reltable  estimates  of  the  receipts  for 
the  present  year  can  yet  he  made.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  they  will 
fall  far  short  of  tbose  of  tbe  last  year.  The  surplus  of  the  revenues  now 
on  hand  is,  however,  so  large,  that  no  further  appropriation  from  the  treas- 
ury, in  aid  of  the  revenues  of  the  department,  is  required  for  the  current 
fiscal  year;  but  an  additional  appropriation  for  tbe  year  ending  June  30, 
1853,  will  probably  be  found  necessary  when  the  receipts  of  the  first  two 
quarters  of  the  fiscal  year  are  fully  ascertained. 
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In  his  last  annual  report,  the  postmaster-general  recommended  a  reduc* 
tion  of  postage  to  rates  which  he  deemed  as  low  as  could  be  prudently 
adopted,  unless  Congress  was  prepared  to  appropriate  from  the  treasury, 
for  the  support  of  the  department,  a  sum  more  than  equivalent  to  the  mail 
services  performed  by  it  for  the  government.  The  recommendations  of 
the  postmaster-general,  in  respect  to  the  letter  postage,  except  on  letters 
from  and  to  California  and  Oreg[on,  were  substantially  adopted  by  the  last 
Congress.  He  now  recommends  adherence  te  the  present  letter-rates, 
and  advises  against  a  further  reduction  until  justified  by  the  revenue  of 
the  department. 

He  also  recommends  that  the  rates  of  postage,  on  printed  matter  be  so 
revised  as  to  render  them  more  simple  and  more  uniform  in  their  opera- 
tion upon  all  classes  of  printed  matter.  I  submit  the  recommendations 
of  the  report  to  your  favorable  consideration. 

The  public  statutes  of  the  United  States  have  now  been  accumulating 
for  more  than  sixty  years,  and,  interspersed  with  private  acts,  are  scattered 
through  numerous  volumes  ;  and,  from  the  cost  of  the  whole,  have  become 
almost  inaccessible  to  the  great  mass  of  the  community.  They  also  ex- 
hibit much  of  the  incongruity  and  imperfection  of  hasty  legislation.  As 
it  seems  to  be  generally  conceded  that  there  is  no  "  common  law"  of  the 
United  States  to  supply  the  defects  of  their  legislation,  it  is  most  impor- 
tant that  that  legislation  should  be  as  perfect  as  possible,  defining  every 
power  intended  to  be  conferred,  every  crime  intended  to  be  made  punish- 
able, and  prescribing  the  punishment  to  be  inflicted.  In  addition  to  some 
particular  cases  spoken  of  more  at  length,  the  whole  criminal  code  is  now 
lamentably  defective.  Some  offences  are  imperfectly  described,  and  oth- 
ers are  entirely  omitted,  so  that  flagrant  crimes  may  be  committed  with 
impunity.  The  scale  of  punishment  is  not  in  all  cases  graduated  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  and  nature  of  the  ofTence,  and  is  often  rendered  more 
unequal  by  the  different  modes  of  imprisonment,  or  penitentiary  confine- 
ment, in  the  different  slates. 

Many  laws  of  a  permanent  character  have  been  introduced  into  appro- 
priation bills,  and  it  is  often  difiicult  to  determine  whether  the  particular 
clause  expires  with  the  temporary  act  of  which  it  is  a  part,  or  continues 
in  force.  It  has  also  frequently  happened  that  enactments  and  provisions 
of  law  have  been  introduced  into  bills  with  the  title  or  general  subject  of 
which  they  have  little  or  no  connection  or  relation.  In  this  mode  of  legis- 
lation so  many  enactments  have  been  heaped  upon  each  other,  and  often 
with  but  little  consideration,  that,  in  many  instances,  it  is  difiicult  to  search 
out  and  determine  what  is  the  law. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  is  emphatically  a  government  of 
written  laws.  The  statutes  should,  therefore,  as  far  as  practii'able,  not 
only  be  made  accessible  to  all,  but  be  expressed  in  language  so  plain  and 
simple  as  to  be  understood  by  all,  and  arranged  in  such  method  as  to  give 
perspicuity  to  every  subject.  Many  of  the  states  have  revised  their  pub- 
lic acts  with  great  and  manifest  benefit ;  and  I  recommend  that  provision 
be  made  by  law  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  revise  the  public 
statutes  of  the  United  States,  arranging  them  in  order,  supplying  deficient 
cies,  correcting  incongruities,  simplifying  their  language,  and  reporting 
them  to  Congress  for  its  action. 

An  act  of  Congress  approved  30th  September,  1850,  contained  a  pro- 
vision for  the  extension  of  the  capitol,  according  to  such  plan  as  might  be 
approved  by  the  president,  and  appropriated  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
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to  be  expended  under  his  direction,  by  snch  architect  as  he  should  appoint 
to  execute  the  same.  On  examining  the  various  plans  which  had  been 
submitted  by  different  architects,  in  pursuance  of  an  advertisement  by  a 
committee  of  the  senate,  no  one  was  found  to  be  entirely  satisfactory,  and 
it  was  therefore  deemed  advisable  to  combine  and  adopt  the  advantages 
of  several. 

The  great  object  to  be  accomplished  was  to  make  such  an  addition  as 
would  afford  ample  and  convenient  halls  for  the  deliberations  of  the  two 
houses  of  Congress,  with  sufficient  accommodations  for  spectators,  and 
suitable  apartments  for  the  committees  and  officers  of  the  two  branches  of 
the  legislature.  It  was  also  desirable  not  to  mar  the  harmony  and  beauty 
of  the  present  structure,  which,  as  a  specimen  of  architecture,  is  so  uni- 
versally admired.  Keeping  these  objects  in  view,  I  concluded  to  make 
the  addition  by  wings,  detached  from  the  present  building,  yet  connected 
with  it  by  corridors.  This  mode  of  enlargement  will  leave  the  present 
capitol  uninjured,  and  affi>rd  great  advantages  for  ventilation  and  the  ad- 
mission of  light,  and  will  enable  the  work  to  progress  without  interrupting 
the  deliberations  of  Congress.  To  carry  this  plan  into  effect  £  have  ap- 
pointed an  experienced  and  competent  architect.  The  corner-stone  was 
laid  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last  with  suitable  ceremonies,  since  which 
time  the  work  has  advanced  with  commendable  rapidity,  and  the  founda- 
tions of  both  wings  are  now  nearly  complete. 

I  again  commend  to  your  favorable  regard  the  interests  of  the  district 
of  Columbia,  and  deem  it  only  necessary  to  remind  you,  that  although  its 
inhabitants  have  no  voice  in  the  choice  of  representatives  in  Congress, 
they  are  not  the  less  entitled  to  a  just  and  liberal  consideration  in  your 
legislation.  My  opinions  on  this  subject  were  more  fully  exposed  in  my 
last  annual  communication. 

Other  subjects  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  Congress  in  my  last 
annual  message,  to  which  I  would  respectfully  refej.  But  there  was  one 
of  more  than  ordinary  interest,  to  which  I  again  invite  your  special  atten- 
tion. I  allude  to  the  recommendation  for  the  appointment  of  a  commis- 
sion to  settle  private  claims  against  the  United  States.  Justice  to  indi- 
viduals, as  well  as  to  the  government,  imperatively  demands  that  some 
more  convenient  and  expeditious  mode  than  an  appeal  to  Congress  should 
be  adopted. 

It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  in  several  instances  officers  of  the  gov- 
ernment, in  attempting  to  execute  the  law  for  the  return  of  fugitives  from 
labor,  have  been  openly  resisted,  and  their  efforts  frustrated  and  defeated 
by  lawless  and  violent  mobs ;  that  in  one.case  such  resistance  resulted  in 
the  death  of  an  estimable  citizen,  and  in  others,  serious  injury  ensued  to 
those  officers  and  to  individuals  who  were  using  their  endeavors  to  sus- 
tain the  laws.  Prosecutions  have  been  instituted  against  the  alleged 
offenders,  so  far  as  they  could  be  identified,  and  are  still  pending.  I  have 
regarded  it  as  my  duty,  in  these  cases,  to  give  all  aid  legally  in  my  power 
to  the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  and  I  shall  continue  to  do  so  wherever 
and  whenever  their  execution  may  be  resisted. 

The  act  of  Congress  for  the  return  of  fugitives  from  labor  is  one  required 
and  demanded  by  the  express  words  of  the  constitution. 

The  constitution  declares,  "  That  no  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in 
one  state,  under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such  service 
or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such 
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service  or  labor  may  be  due."  This  constitutional  provision  is  equally 
obligatory  upon  the  legislative,  the  executive,  and  judicial  departments  of 
the  government,  and  upon  every  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

Congress,  however,  must,  from  necessity,  first  act  upon  the  subject,  by 
prescribing  the  proceedings  necessary  to  ascertain  that  the  person  is  a 
fugitive,  and  the  means  to  be  used  for  his  restoration  to  the  claimant.  This 
was  done  by  an  act  passed  during  the  first  term  of  President  Washington, 
which  was  amended  by  that  enacted  by  the  last  Congress,  and  it  now 
remains  for  the  executive  and  judicial  departments  to  take  care  that  these 
laws  be  faithfully  executed.  This  injunction  of  the  constitution  is  as 
peremptory  and  as  binding^ as  any  other;  it  stands  exactly  on  the  same 
foundation  as  that  clause  whic£  provides  for  Jhe  return  of  fugitives  from 
justice,  or  that  which  declares  that  no  bill  of  attainder,  or  ex  post  facto 
law,  shall  be  pasyd,  or  that  which  provides  for  an  equality  of  taxation 
according  to  the  census,  or  the  clause  declaring  that  all  duties  shall  be 
uniform  throughout  the  United  States,  or  the  important  provision,  that  the 
trial  of  all  crimes  shall  be  by  jury.  These  several  articles  and  clauses  of 
the  constitution,  all  resting  on  the  same  authority,  roust  stand  or  fall 
together.  Some  objections  have  been  urged  against  the  details  of  the  act 
for  the  return  of  fugitives  from  labor ;  but  it  is  wortiiy  of  remark,  that  the 
main  opposition  is  aimed  against  the  constitution  itself,  and  proceeds 
from  persons,  and  classes  of  persons,  many  of  whom  declare  their  wish 
to  see  that  constitution  overturned.  They  avow  their  hostility  to  any  law 
which  shall  give  full  and  practical  effect  to  this  requirement  of  the  con- 
stitution. Fortunately,  the  number  of  these  persons  is  comparatively 
small,  and  is  believed  to  be  daily  diminishing,  but  the  issue  which  they 
present  is  one  which  involves  the  supremacy,  and  even  the  existence  of 
the  constitution. 

Cases  have  heretofore  arisen  in  which  individuals  have  denied  the 
binding  authority  of  acts  of  Congress,  and  even  states  have  proposed  to 
nullify  such  acts  upon  the  ground  that  the  constitution  was  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  and  that  those  acts  of  Congress  were  repugnant  to  that 
instrument ;  but  nullification  is  now  aimed,  not  so  much  against  particu- 
lar laws  as  being  inconsistent  with  the  constitution,  as  against  the  consti- 
tution itself;  and  it  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  a  spirit  exists,  and  has  been 
actively  at  work  to  rend  asunder  this  Union,  which  is  our  cherished  in- 
heritance from  our  revolutionary  fathers. 

In  my  last  annual  message  I  stated  that  I  considered  the  series  of 
measures,  which  had  been  adopted  at  the  previous  session,  in  reference 
to  the  agitation  growing  out  of  the  territorial  and  slavery  questions,  as  a 
final  settlement  in  principle  and  substance  of  the  dangerous  and  exciting 
subjects  which  they  embraced ;  and  I  recommend  adherence  to  the  ad- 
justment established  by  those  measures,  until  time  and  experience  should 
demonstrate  the  necessity  of  further  legislation  to  guard  against  evasion 
or  abuse.  I  was  not  induced  to  make  this  recommendation  because  I 
thought  those  measures  perfect,  for  no  human  legislation  can  be  perfect. 
Wide  differences  and  jarring  opinions  can  only  be  reconciled  by  yielding 
something  on  all  sides,  and  this  result  had  been  reached  after  an  angry 
conflict  of  many  months,  in  which  one  part  of  the  country  was  arrayed 
against  another,  and  violent  convulsion  seemed  to  be  imminent.  Looking 
at  the  interests  of  the  whole  country,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  seize  upon 
this  compromise  as  the  best  that  could  be  obtained  amid  conflicting  inter- 
ests, and  to  insist  upon  it  as  a  final  settlement,  to  be  adhered  to  by  all 
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who  value  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  country.  A  year  has  now  elapsed 
since  that  recommendation  was  made.  To  that  recommendation  I  still 
adhere,  and  I  congratulate  you  and  the  country  upon  the  general  ac- 
quiescence in  these  measures  of  peace  which  has  been  exhibited  in  all 
parts  of  the  republic.  And  not  only  is  there  this  general  acquiescence  in 
these  measures,  but  the  spirit  of  conciliation  which  has  been  manifested 
in  regard  to  them  in  all  parts  of  the  country  has  removed  doubts  and 
uncertainties  in  the  minds  of  thousands  of  good  men  concerning  the 
durability  of  our  popular  institutions,  and  given  renewed  assurance  that 
our  Liberty  and  our  Union  may  subsist  .together  for  the  benefit  of  this  and 
all  succeeding  generations. 


f 

SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 


December  15,  1851. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  HAVE  received  a  resolution  of  the  senate  adopted  on  the  12th  instant, 
in  the  following  terms  : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  b#  requested  to 
communicate  to  the  senate,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest,  any 
information  the  executive  may  have  received  respecting  the  firing  into 
and  seizure  of  the  American  steamship  Prometheus  by  a  British  vessel- 
of-war,  in  November  last,  near  Grey  Town,  on  the  Mosquito  coast ;  and 
also  what  measures  have  been  taken  by  the  executive  to  ascertain  the 
state  of  the  fact,  and  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  country.'' 

In  answer  to  this  request  I  submit  to  the  senate  the  accompanying  ex- 
tracts from  a  communication  addressed  to  the  department  of  state  by  Mr. 
Joseph  L.  White,  as  counsel  of  the  American,  Atlantic,  and  Pacific  Ship 
Canal  Company,  dated  2d  instant. 

This  communication  is  the  principal  source  of  the  information  received 
by  the  executive  in  relation  to  the  subject  alluded  to,  and  is  presumed  to 
be  essentially  correct  in  its  statement  of  the  facts.  Upon  receiving  this 
communication,  instructions  such  as  the  occasion  seemed  to  demand,  were 
immediately  despatched  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in  London. 
Sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  for  the  return  of  any  answer  to  this  de- 
spatch from  him,  and  in  my  judgment  it  would  at  the  present  moment  be 
inconsistent  with  the  public  interest  to  communicate  those  instructions. 
A  comifiunication,  however,  of  all  the  correspondence  will  be  made  to  the 
senate  i^t  the  earliest  moment  at  which  a  proper  regard  to  the  public 
interest  will  permit. 

At  the  same  time,  instructions  were  given  to  Commodore  Parker,  com- 
manding the  home  squadron,  a  copy  of  which,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the 
case  of  the  Prometheus,  is  herewith  transmitted  to  the  senate. 
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SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 

January  5,  1852. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  the  senate  a  report  of  the  secretary  of  state  relative  to  the 
persons  belonging  to  the  expedition  of  Lopez,  who  were  taken  prisoners 
in  Cuba  and  afterward  sent  to  Spain,  and  who  have  now  been  pardoned 
and  released  by  her  catholic  inaj/BSiy.  The  appropriation,  the  expediency 
of  which  is  suggested  in  the  report,  I  cordially  recommend  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress,  with  the  single  additional  suggestion,  that  to  be  avail- 
able, it  should  be  promptly  made. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
February  14,  1852. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Spates  : 

I  communicate  to  the  senate,  herewith,  a  report  to  me,  dated  the  13tb 
instant,  from  the  secretary  of  the  interior,  respecting  the  delay  and  diffi- 
culty in  making  the  apportionment  among  the  several  states,  of  the  repre- 
sentatives in  the  33d  Congress,  as  required  by  the  act  of  23d  of  May, 
1850,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  full  returns  of  the  population  of  the 
state  of  California,  and  suggesting  the  necessity  for  remedial  legislation. 

The  subject  is  one  of  much  importance,  and  I  earnestly  commend  it  to 
the  early  consideration  of  Congress. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
March  4,  1852. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  despatch  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  state  by 
the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico,  and  the  papers  therein  re- 
ferred to,  relative  to  the  cemetery  which  has  been  constructed  in  the 
neighborhood  of  that  city,  as  a  place  of  sepulture  for  the  remains  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United  States  who  died  or  were  killed  in  that 
vicinity  during  the  late  war,  and  for  such  citizens  of  the  United  States  as 
may  hereafter  die  there.  A  copy  of  the  report  of  the  agent  who  was  sent 
for  th«  purpose  of  superintending  the  work,  is  also  herewith  transmitted. 
It  will  be  seen  that  a  sum  of  twenty-five  hundred  or  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, in  addition  to  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  act  of  Congress, 
approved  28th  September,  1850,  is  represented  to  be  necessary  to  carry 
the  objects  of  that  appropriation  into  full  effect.  I  accordingly  recommend 
that  provision  therefor  be  made. 
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SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 

March  25,  1852. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

As- a  further  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  5th  of  January  last,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  a  circular  of 
her  Britannic  majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  colonial  affairs,  in  respect 
to  the  encouragement  of  the  emigration  of  colored  laborers  from  the  United 
States  to  the  British  West  India  islands,  I  transmit  another  despatch  ad- 
dressed to  the  department  of  state  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
at  London.' 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 
March  26,  1852. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

At  the  close  of  the  commission  to  adjudicate  upon  the  claims  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  I  directed  a 
list  to  be  made  of  papers  which  had  been  presented  to  that  commission 
and  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  3d  March,  1849,  the  papers 
themselves  to  be  carefully  arranged  and  deposited  for  safekeeping  in  the 
department  of  state.  I  deemed  all  this  necessary  as  well  foe  the  interest 
of  the  claimants,  as  to  secure  the  government  against  fraudulent  claims 
which  might  be  preferred  hereafter.  A  few  days  since  I  was  surprised 
to  learn  that  some  of  these  papers  had  been  fraudulently  abstracted  by  ode 
of  the  claimants  ;  and  upon  the  case  being  made  known  to  me  by  the  sec- 
retary of  state,  I  referred  it  to  the  attorney-general,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  what  punishment  could  be  inflicted  upon  the  person  who  had 
been  guilty  of  this  offence. 

I  now  communicate  to  you  his  opinion,  and  that  of  the  attorney  of  the 
United  States  for  this  district,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  there  be  any  law  for  punishing  the  very  grave  offence  of 
fraudulently  abstracting  or  mutilating  the  papers  and  public  documents  in 
the  several  departments  of  this  government.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
protection  of  the  public  records  and  papers  requires  that  such  acts  should 
be  made  penal,  and  a  suitable  punishment  inflicted  upon  the  offender,  and 
I  therefore  bring  the  subject  to  your  consideration,  to  enable  you  to  act 
upon  it  should  you  concur  with  me  in  this  opinion. 
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SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 

April  6,  1852. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  31st  ultimo,  I 
have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
accompanied  by  the  original  manuscript  report  of  Captain  Thomas  J.  Crane, 
dated  February  3,  1844,  on  the  best  mode  of  improving  the  navigation  of 
the  Ohio  river  at  the  falls  of  Louisville,  together  with  the  original  map 
accompanying  the  same. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 
April  19,  1852. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

I  INVITE  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  territory 
of  Oregon,  growing  out  of  a  conflict  of  opinion  among  the  authorities  of 
that  territory,  in  regard  to  a  proper  construction  of  the  acts  of  Congress, 
approved  the  14th  August,  1848,  and  11th  June,  1850,  the  former  entitled 
"An  act  to  establish  a  territorial  government  of  Oregon,"  and  the  latter 
entitled  '*  An  act  to  make  further  appropriations  for  public  buildings  in  the 
territories  of  Minnesota  and  Oregon."  In  order  to  enable  Congress  to 
understand  the  controversy,  and  apply  such  remedy  with  a  view  to  adjust 
it,  as  may  be  deemed  expedient,  I  transmit — 

1.  An  act  of  the  legislative  assembly  of  that  territory,  passed  February 
1,  1851,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  selection  of  places  for  the 
location  and  erection  of  public  buildings  of  the  territory  of  Oregon ;" 

2.  Governor  Gaines's  message  to  the  legislative  assembly  of  the  3d 
February,  1851 ; 

3.  The  opinion  of  the  attorney-general  of  the  United  States,  of  23d 
April,  in  regard  to  the  act  of  the  legislative  assembly  of  the  1st  February, 
1851 ; 

4.  The  opinion  of  the  supreme  court  of  Oregon,  pronounced  on  the  9tli 
December,  1851 ; 

5.  A  letter  of  Judge  Pratt,  of  the  15th  December,  1861,  dissenting  from 
that  opinion ; 

6.  Governor  Gaines's  letter  to  the  president  of  the  1st  January,  1852; 
,  7.  Report  of  the  attorney-general  of  the  United  States  on  that  letter, 
dated  22d  March,  1852. 

If  it  should  be  the  sense  of  Congress  that  the  seat  of  government  of 
Oregon  has  not  already  been  established  by  the  local  authorities  pursuant 
to  the  law  of  the  United  States,  for  the  organization  of  that  territory,  or 
if  so  established,  should  be  deemed  objectionable,  in  order  to  appease  the 
strife  upon  the  subject  which  seems  to  have  arisen  in  that  territory,  I 
recommend  that  the  seat  of  government  be  either  permanently  or  tempo- 
rarily ordained  by  act  of  Congress ;  and  that  that  body  should,  in  the 
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same  nMiBw,  expreos  its  approval  or  disapproral  of  such  law«  as  may 
have  been  enaeted  in  tbe  territory  at  the  place  alleged  Uy  be  its  seal  (« 
government,  and  which  may  be  so  eoaoted,  mitil  intelligence  of  the  deois* 
ion  of  Congress  shall  reach  there. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 
May  29,  1852. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  TTnited  States : 

The  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  6th  instant,  requesting  the  "  papers 
and  proofs  on  file  in  any  of  the  executive  departments,  toucUng  the  olatna 
of  Samuel  A.  Belden  and  Company,  of  Brownsville,  Texas,  against  the 
Mexican  government  for  injuries  inflicted  upon  said  Belden  and  Company, 
as  alleged  by  him,  in  violation  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,"  was 
referred  to  the  heads  of  those  departments,  and  the  documents  hwewith 
transmitted  have  been  reported  to  me  from  the  department  of  state,  as 
comprising  all  on  the  files  of  that  department  called  for  by  the  resolution^ 
with  the  exception  of  those  of  a  diplomatic  character.  As  the  claim  re- 
ferred to  is  a  subject  of  negotiation  with  the  Mexican  government,  it  is  not 
deemed  expedient  at  this  juncture  to  make  public  the  documents  which 
have  been  reserved.  According  to  the  reports  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  of  the  secretary  of  the  interior,  of  the  secretary  of  war,  of  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  and  of  the  postmaster-general,  there  are  no  papers 
in  their  respective  departments  relative  to  the  claim  of  Messrs.  Belden 
and  Company. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
JUNB  14,  1852. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representathes  : 

I  TRANSMIT  herewith  for  your  consideration  a  report  from  the  secretary 
of  state,  accompanied  by  a  communication  from  his  excellency  Senor  Doh 
A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  her  catholic  majesty,  claiming  indemnity  for  those  Spanish  subjects  in 
New  Orleans  who  sustained  injury  from  the  unlawful  violence  of  the  mob 
in  that  city,  consequent  upon  hearing  the  news  of  the  execution  of  those 
persons  who  unlawfully  invaded  Cuba  in  August,  1851.  My  own  views 
of  the  national  liability  upon  this  subject  were  expressed  in  the  note  of 
the  secretary  of  state  to  Mr.  Calderon,  of  the  13th  November,  1851,  and 
I  do  not  understand  that  her  catholic  majesty's  minister  controverts  tb« 
correctness  of  the  position  there  taken.  He,  however,  insists  that  the 
13th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1795  promises  indemnity  for  such  injuries  sus- 
tained within  one  year  after  the  commencement  of  war  between  the  two 
nations  ;  and,  although  he  admits  this  is  not  within  the  letter  of  the  treaty, 
yet  he  conceives  that,  as  between  two  friendly  nations,  it  is  within  the 
spirit  of  it. 
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This  view  of  the  case  is  at  his  request  submitted  for  your  consideration, 
but  whether  you  may  deem  it  correct  or  not,  there  is,  perhaps,  one  ground 
upon  which  this  indemnity,  which  can  not  be  large  in  amount,  may  be 
granted  without  establishing  a  dangerous  precedent,  and  the  granting  of 
which  would  commend  itself  to  the  generous  feelings  of  the  entire  coun* 
try,  and  that  is  this :  The  queen  of  Spain,  with  a  magnanimity  worthy  of 
ail  commendation,  in  a  case  where  we  had  no  legal  right  to  solicit  the 
favor,  granted  a  free  pardon  to  all  the  persons  who  had  so  unjustifiably 
invaded  her  dominions  and  murdered  her  subjects  in  Cuba,  in  violation  of 
her  own  laws  as  well  as  those  of  the  United  States  and  the  public  law 
of  nations.  Such  an  act  of  mercy  which  restored  many  misguided  and 
unfortunate  youth  of  this  country  to  their  parents  and  friends  seems  to  me 
to  merit  some  corresponding  act  of  magnanimity  and  generosity  on  the 
part  of  the  government  of  this  country,  and  I  think  that  there  can  be  none 
more  appropriate  than  to  grant  an  indemnity  to  those  Spanish  subjects 
who  were  resident  among  us  and  who  sufiered  by  the  violence  of  the 
mob,  not  on  account  of  any  fault  which  they  themselves  had  committed, 
but  because  they  were  the  subjects  of  the  queen  of  Spain.  Such  an  act 
would  tend  to  confirm  that  friendship  which  has  so  long  existed  between 
the  two  nations  and  to  perpetuate  it  as  a  blessing  to  both,  and  I  therefore 
recommend  it  to  your  favorable  consideration. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
July  2,  1852. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

Bt  an  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  10th  day  of  February,  1852,  an 
appropriation  of  six  thousand  dollars  was  made  for  the  relief  of  American 
citizens  then  lately  imprisoned  and  pardoned  by  the  queen  of  Spain,  in- 
tended to  provide  for  the  return  of  such  of  the  Cuban  prisoners  as  were 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  had  been  transported  to  Spain  and  there 
pardoned  by  the  Spanish  govern|nent.  It  will  be  observed  that  no  pro- 
vision was  made  for  such  foreigners  or  aliens  as  were  engaged  in  the 
Cuban  expedition,  and  who  had  shared  the  fate  of  American  citizens  for 
whose  relief  the  said  act  was  intended  to  provide.  I  now  transmit  a  re- 
port from  the  first  comptroller,  with  accompanying  papers,  from  which  it 
will  be  perceived  that  fifteen  foreigners  were  connected  with  that  expedi- 
tion who  were  also  pardoned  by  the  queen  of  Spain,  and  have  been  trans- 
ported to  the  United  States  under  a  contract  made  with  our  consul,  at  an 
expense  of  one  thousand  and  thirteen  dollars,  and  thirty-four  cents,  for 
the  payment  of  which  no  provision  has  been  made  by  law.  The  consul 
having  evidently  acted  with  good  intentions,  the  claim  is  submitted  for  the 
consideration  of  Congress. 
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SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 

AvousT  14,  1852. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

I  HAVE  received  a  resolution  from  your  honorable  body  of  the  6th  instant, 
appearing  to  have  been  adopted  in  open  legislative  session,  requesting  me 
^  to  inform  the  senate,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interests,  whether, 
any  propositions  have  been  made  by  the  king  of  the  Sandwich  islands  to 
transfer  the  sovereignty  of  those  islands  to  the  United  States,  and  to  com- 
municate to  the  senate  all  the  official  infognation  on  that  subject  in  my 
possession."  In  reply  to  which  I  have  to  state,  that  on  or  about  the  12th 
day  of  June  last  I  received  a  similar  resolution  from  the  senate  adopted 
in  executive  or  secret  session,  to  which  I  returned  an  answer,  stating  that 
in  my  opinion  a  communication  of  the  information  requested  at  that  junc- 
ture, would  not  comport  with  the  public  interest.  Nothing  has  since 
transpired  to  change  my  views  on  that  subject,  and  I  therefore  feel  con- 
strained again  to  decline  giving  the  information  asked. 


THIRD  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 
,  December  6,  1852. 

FelloW'citizens  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

The  brief  space  which  has  elapsed  since  the  close  of  your  last  session 
has  been  marked  by  no  extraordinary  political  event  The  quadrennial 
election  of  chief  magistrate  has  passed  off  with  less  than  the  usual  ex* 
citement.  However  individuals  and  parties  may  have  been  disappointed 
in  the  result,  it  is,  nevertheless,  a  subject  of  national  congratulation  that 
the  choice  has  been  effected  by  the  independent  suffrage^  of  a  free  people 
mdisturbed  by  those  influences  which  in  other  countries  have  too  often 
effected  the  purity  of  popular  elections. 

Our  gratefol  thanks  are  due  to  an  All-merciful  Providence,  not  only  for 
staying  the  pestilence  which,  in  different  forms,  has  desolated  some  of 
our  cities,  but  for  crowning  the  labors  of  the  husbandman  with  an  abundant 
harvest,  and  the  nation  generally  with  the  blessings  of  peace  and  prosperity. 

Within  a  few  weeks,  the  public  mind  has  been  deeply  affected  by  the 
death  of  Daniel  Webster,  filling,  at  his  decease,  the  office  of  secretary  of 
state.  His  associates  in  the  executive  government  have  sincerely  sym- 
pathized with  his  family  and  the  public  generally  on  this  mournful  occa- 
sion. His  commanding  talents,  his  great  political  and  professional  emi- 
nence, his  well-tried  patriotism,  and  his  long  and  faithful  services,  in  the 
most  important  public  trusty,  have  caused  his  death  to  be  lamented  through- 
out the  country,  and  have  earned  for  him  a  lasting  place  in  our  history. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  summer,  considerable  anxiety  was  caused,  for 
a  short  time,  by  an  official  intimation  from  the  government  of  Great  Britiiin 
that  orders  had  been  given  for  the  protection  of  the  fisheries  upon  the 
coasts  of  the  British  provinces  in  North  America  against  the  alleged  en* 
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croachments  of  the  fishing-vessels  of  the  United  States  and  France.  The 
shortness  of  this  notice,  and  the  season  of  the  year,  seemed  to  make  it  a 
matter  of  urgent  importance.  It  was  at  first  apprehended  that  an  increased 
naval  force  had  been  ordered  to  the  fishing-grounds  to  carry  into  efiect 
the  British  interpretation  of  those  provisions  in  the  convention  of  1818  in 
reference  to  the  true  intent  of  which  the  two  governments  ^ifier.  It  was 
soon  discovered  that  such  was  not  the  design  of  Great  Britain ;  and  satis- 
factory explanations  of  the  real  objects  of  the  measure  have  been  given, 
both  here  and  in  London. 

The  unadjusted  diflference,  however,  between  the  two  governments,  as 
to  the  interpretation  of  the  first  article  of  the  convention  of  1818,  is  still 
a  matter  of  importance.  American  fishing-vessels,  within  nine  or  ten 
years,  have  been  excluded  from  waters  to  which  they  had  free  access  for 
twenty-five  years  after  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty.  In  1845  this  exclu- 
sion was  relaxed  so  far  as  concerns  the  bay  of  Fundy ;  but  the  just  and 
liberal  intention  of  the  home  government,  in  compliance  with  what  we 
think  the  true  construction  of  the  convention,  to  open  all  the  other  outer 
bays  to  our  fishermen,  was  abandoned,  in  consequence  of  the  opposition 
of  the  colonies.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  United  Slates  have,  since  the 
bay  of  Fundy  was  reopened  to  our  fishermen  in  1845,  pursued  the  most 
liberal  course  toward  the  colonial  fishing  interests.  By  the  revenue  law 
of  1846,  the  duties  on  colonial  fish  entering  our  ports  were  very  greatly  re- 
duced, and,  by  the  warehousing  act,  it  is  allowed  to  be  entered  in  bond 
without  payment  of  duty.  In  this  way,  colonial  fish  has  acquired  the  mo- 
nopoly of  the  export  trade  in  our  market,  and  is  entering,  to  some  extent, 
into  the  home  consumption.  These  facts  were  among  those  which  in- 
creased the  sensibility  of  our  fishing  interest  at  the  movement  in  question. 

Those  circumstances,  and  the  incidents  above  alluded  to,  have  led  me 
to  think  the  moment  favorable  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  entire  subject 
•f  the  fisheries  on  the  coasts  of  the  British  provinces,  with  a  view  to  place 
them  upon  a  more  liberal  footing  of  reciprocal  privilege.  A  willingness 
to  meet  us  in  some  arrangement  of  this  kind  is  understood  to  exist,  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  with  a  desire  on  her  part  to  include  in  one  compre- 
kensive  settlement,  as  well  this  subject  as  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  provinces.  I  have  thought 
thai,  whatever  arrangements  may  be  made  on  these  two  subjects,  it  is 
expedient  that  they  should  be  embraced  in  separate  conventions.  The 
illness  and  death  of  the  late  secretary  of  state  preven^d  the  commence- 
ment of  the  contemplated  negotiation.  Pains  have  been  taken  to  collect 
the  information  required  for  the  details  of  such  an  arrangement.  The 
subject  is  attended  with  considerable  difficulty.  If  it  is  found  practicable 
to  come  to  an  agreement  mutually  acceptable  to  the  two  parties,  conven- 
tions may  be  concluded  in  the  course  of  the  present  winter.  The  control 
of  Congress  over  all  the  provisions  of  such  an  arrangement,  affecting  the 
Mvenue,  will  of  course  be  reserved. 

The  affairs  of  Cuba  formed  a  prominent  topic  in  my  last  annual  mes- 
sage. They  remain  in  an  uneasy  condition,  and  a  feeling  of  alafm  and 
irritation  on  the  part  of  the  Cuban  authorities  appears  to  exist.  This 
feeling  has  interfered  with  the  regular  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  the  island,  and  led  to  some  acts  of  which  we  have 
a  right  to  complain.  But  the  captain-general  of  Cuba  is  clothed  with  no 
power  to  treat  with  foreign  governments,  nor  is  he  in  any  degree  under 
the  control  of  the  Spanish  minister  at  Washington*    Any  communicatioii 
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which  he  may  hold  with  an  agent  of  a  foreign  power  is  informal  and  i 
ter  of  courtesy.  Anxious  to  put  an  end  to  the  existing  inconveniencea, 
(which  seemed  to  rest  on  a  misconception)  1  directed  the  newly-appointed 
minister  to  Mexico  to  visit  Havana,  on  his  way  to  Vera  Cruz.  He  was 
respectfully  received  by  the  captain-general,  who  conferred  with  him 
freely  on  the  recent  occurrence ;  but  no  permanent  arrangement  was  ef- 
fected. 

In  the  meantime,  the  refusal  of  the  captain-general  to  allow  passen- 
gers and  .the  mail  to  be  landed  in  certain  cases,  for  a  reason  which  does 
not  fiimish,  in  the  opinion  of  this  government,  even  a  good  presumptive 
ground  for  such  a  prohibition,  has  been  made  the  subject  of  a  serious  re- 
monstrance at  Madrid ;  and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  due  respect 
will  be  paid  by  the  government  of  her  catholic  majesty  to  the  representa- 
tions which  our  minister  has  been  instructed  to  make  on  the  subject. 

It  is  but  justice  to  the  c'aptain-general  to  add,  that  his  conduct  toward 
the  steamers  employed  to  carry  the  mails  of  the  United  States  to  Havana 
has,  with  the  exceptions  above  alluded  to,  been  marked  with  kindness 
and  liberality,  and  indicates  no  general  purpose  of  interfering  with  the 
commercial  correspondence  and  intercourse  between  the  island  and  this 
country. 

Early  in  the  present  year,  official  notes  were  received  from  the  minis- 
ters of  France  and  England,  inviting  the  government  of  the  United  States 
to  become  a  party  with  Great  Britain  and  France  to  a  tripartite  conven- 
tion, in  virtue  of  which  the  three  powers  should  severally  and  collectively 
disclaim,  now  and  for  the  future,  all  intention  to  obtain  possession  of  the 
island  of  Cuba,  and  should  bind  themselves  to  discountenance  all  attempts 
to  that  effect  on  the  part  of  any  power  or  individual  whatever.  This  in- 
vitation has  been  respectfully  declined,  for  reasons  which  would  occupy 
too  much  space  in  this  communication  to  state  in  detail,  but  which  led  me 
to  think  that  the  proposed  measure  would  be  of  doubtful  constitutionality, 
impolitic,  and  unavailing.  I  have,  however,  in  common  with  several  of 
my  predecessors,  directed  the  ministers  of  France  and  England  to  be  as- 
sured that  the  United  States  entertain  no  designs  against  Cuba  ;  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  I  should  regard  its  incorporation  into  the  Union  at  the 
present  time  as  fraught  with  serious  peril. 

Were  this  island  comparatively  destitute  of  inhabitants,  or  occupied  by 
a  kindred  race,  I  should  regard  it,  if  voluntarily  ceded  by  Spain,  as  a  most 
desirable  acquisition.  But,  under  existing  circumstances,  I  should  look 
upon  its  incorporation  into  our  Union  as  a  very  hazardous  measure.  It 
would  bring  into  the  confederacy  a  population  of  a  different  national  stock, 
speaking  a  different  language,  and  not  likely  to  harmonize  with  the  other 
members.  It  would  probably  affect,  in  a  prejudicial  manner,  the  indus- 
trial interests  of  the  south  ;  and  it  might  revive  those  conflicts  of  opinion 
between  the  different  sections  of  the  country  which  lately  shook  the  Union 
to  its  centre,  and  which  have  been  so  happily  compromised. 

The  rejection  by  the  Mexican  Congress  of  the  convention  whioh  had 
been  concluded  between  that  republic  and  the  United  States,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  a  transit  way  across  the  isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  and  of  the 
interest  of  those  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  had  become  proprie^ 
tors  of*  the  rights  which  Mexico  had  conferred  on  one  of  her  own  citizens 
in  regard  to  that  transit,  has  thrown  a  serious  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
attainment  of  a  very  desirable  national  object.  I  am  still  willing  to  hope 
that  the  differences  on  the  subject  which  exist,  or  may  hereafter  arise,. 
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between  the  governments,  will  be  amicably  adjusted.  This  subject,  how* 
ever,  has  already  engaged  the  attention  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
and  requires  no  further  comment  in  this  communication. 

The  settlement  of  the  question  respecting  the  port  of  San  Juan  de  Nic- 
aragua, and  of  the  controversy  between  the  republics. of  Costa  Rica  and 
Nicaragua  in  regard  to  their  boundaries,  was  considered  indispensable  to 
the  commencement  of  the  ship-canal  between  the  two  oceans,  which  was 
the  subject  of  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain of  the  19th  of  April,  1850.  Accordingly,  a  proposition  for  the  same 
purposes,  addressed  to  the  two  governments  in  that  quarter,  and  to  the 
Mosquito  Indians,  was  agreed  to  in  April  last  by  the  secretary  of  state 
and  the  minister  of  her  Britannic  majesty.  Besides  the  wish  to  aid  in  recon- 
ciling the  differences  of  the  two  republics,  I  engaged  in  the  negotiation 
from  a  desire  to  place  the  great  work  of  a  ship-canal  between  the  two 
oceans  under  one  jurisdiction,  and  to  establish  the  important  port 
of  San  Juan  de  Nicaragua  under  the  government  of  a  civilized  power. 
The  proposition  in  question  was  assented  to  by  Costa  Rica  and  the  Mos- 
quito Indians.  It  has  not  proved  equally  acceptable  to  Nicaragua ;  but  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  further  negotiations  on  the  subject  which  are  in 
train  will  be  carried  on  in  that  spirit  of  conciliation  and  compromise  which 
ought  always  to  prevail  on  such  occasions,  and  that  they  will  lead  to  a 
satisfactory  result. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  the  executive  government  of 
Venezuela  has  acknowledged  some  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
which  have  for  many  years  past  been  urged  by  our  charge  d'affaires  aft 
Caraccas.  It  is  hoped  that  the  same  sense  of  justice  will  actuate  the  Con- 
gress of  that  republic  in  providing  the  means  for  their  payment. 

The  recent  revolution  in  Buenos  Ayres  and  the  confederated  states 
having  opened  the  prospect  of  an  improved  state  of  things  in  that  quarter, 
the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France  determined  to  negotiate  with 
the  chief  of  the  new  confederacy  for  the  free  access  of  their  commerce  to 
the  extensive  countries  watered  by  the  tributaries  of  the  La  Plata  ;  and 
they  gave  a  friendly  notice  of  this  purpose  to  the  United  States,  that  we 
might,  if  we  thought  proper,  pursue  the  same  course.  In  compliance 
with  this  invitation,  our  minister  at  Rio  Janeiro,  and  our  charg^  d'affaires 
at  Buenos  Ayres,  have  been  fully  authorized  to  conclude  treaties  with  the 
newly-organized  confederation,  or  the  states  composing  it.  The  delays 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  formation  of  the  new  government  have,  as 
yet,  prevented  the  execution  of  those  instructions ;  but  there  is  every  rea- 
son to  hope  that  these  vast  countries  will  be  eventually  opened  to  oar 
commerce. 

A  treaty  of  commerce  has  been  concluded  between  the  United  States 
4ind  the  oriental  republic  of  Uruguay,  which  will.be  laid  before  the  senate. 
Should  this  convention  go  into  operation,  it  will  open  to  the  commercial 
enterprise  of  our  citizens  a  country  of  great  extent,  and  unsurpassed  in 
natural  resources,  but  from  which  foreign  nations  have  hitherto  been  al- 
most wholly  excluded. 

The  correspondence  of  the  late  secretary  of  state  with  the  Peruvian 
charge  d'  affaires  relative  to  the  Lobos  islands  was  communicated  to  Con- 
gress toward  the  close  of  the  last  session.  Since  that  time,  on  further 
investigation  of  the  subject,  the  doubts  which  had  been  entertained  of  the 
title  of  Peru  to  those  islands  have  been  removed ;  and  I  have  deemed  il 
just  that  the  temporary  wrong  which  had  been  unintentionally  done  her^ 
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from  want  of  information »  should  be  repaired  by  an  unreserved  acknowl- 
edgement of  her  sovereignty. 

I  have,  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  the  course  pursued  by  Peru 
has  been  creditable  to  the  liberality  of  her  government.  Before  it  was 
known  by  her  thai  her  title  would  be  acknowledged  at  Washington,  her 
minister  of  .foreign  affairs  had  authorized  our  charge  d'affaires  at  Lima  to 
announce  to  the  American  vessels  which  had  gone  to  the  Lobos  for  guano 
that  the  Peruvian  government  was  willing  to  freight  them  on  its  own  ac- 
count. This  intention  has  been  carried  into  effect  by  the  Peruvian  min- 
ister here,  by  an  arrangement  which  is  believed  to  be  advantageous  to 
the  parties  in  interest. 

Our  settlements  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  have  already  given  a  great 
extension,  and,  in  some  respects,  a  new  direction,  to  our  commerce  in 
that  ocean.  A  direct  and  rapidly-increasing  intercourse  has  sprung  up 
with  Eastern  Asia.  The  waters  of  the  Northern  Pacific,  even  into  the 
Arctic  sea,  have  of  late  years  been  frequented  by  our  whalemen.  The 
application  of  steam  to  the  general  purposes  of  navigation  is  becoming 
daily  more  common,  and  makes  it  desirable  to  obtain  fuel,  ai^  other  ne- 
cessary supplies,  at  convenient  points  on  the  route  between  Asia  and  our 
Pacific  shores.  Our  unfortunate  countrymen,  who  from  time  to  time  suffer 
shipwreck  on  the  coasts  of  the  eastern  seas,  are  entitled  to  protection. 
Besides  these  specific  objects,  the  general  prosperity  of  our  states  on  the 
Pacific  requires  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  open  the  opposite  re- 
gions of  Asia  to  a  mutually  beneficial  intercourse.  It  is  obvious  that  this 
attempt  could  be  made  by  no  power  to  so  great  advantage  as  by  the  Uni« 
ted  States,  whose  constitutional  system  excludes  every  idea  of  distant 
colonial  dependencies.  I  have  accordingly  been  led  to  order  an  appro- 
priate  naval  force  to  Japan,  under  the  command  of  a  discreet  and  intel- 
ligent officer  of  the  highest  rank  known  to  our  service.  He  is  instructed 
to  endeavor  to  obtain  from  the  government  of  that  country  some  relaxation 
of  the  inhospitable  and  anti-social  system  which  it  has  pursued  for  about 
two  centuries.  He  has  been  directed  particularly  to  remonstrate  in  the 
strongest  language  against  the  cruel  treatment  to  which  our  shipwrecked 
mariners  have  often  been  subjected,  and  to  insist  that  they  shall  be  treated 
with  humanity.  He  is  instructed,  however,  at  the  same  time,' to  give  that 
government  the  amplest  assurances  that  the  objects  of  the  United  States 
are  such,  and  such  only,  as  I  have  indicated,  and  that  the  expedition  is 
friendly  and  peaceful.  Notwithstanding  the  jealousy  with  which  the  gov- 
ernments of  Eastern  Asia  regard  all  overtures  from  foreigners,  I  am  not 
without  hopes  of  a  beneficial  result  of  the  expedition.  Should  it  be 
crowned  with  success,  the  advantages  will  not  be  confined  to  the  United 
States,  but,  as  in  the  case  of  China,  will  be  equally  enjoyed  by  all  the 
other  maritime  powers.  I  have  much  satisfaction  in  statii\g  that  in  all  the 
steps  preparatory  to  this  expedition  the  government  of  the  Unined  States 
has  been  materially  aided  by  the  good  offices  of  the  king  of  the  Nether^ 
lands,  the  only  European  power  having  any  commercial  relations  witk 
Japan. 

In  passing  from  this  survey  of  our  foreign  relations,  I  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  condition  of  that  department  of  the  government  to 
which  this  branch  of  the  public  business  is  intrusted.  Our  intercourse 
with  foreign  powers  has  of  late  years  greatly  increased,  both  in  conse- 
quence of  our  own  growth  and  the  introduction  of  many  new  states 
into  the  family  of  nations.     In  this  way  the  departmenfof  state  has  become 
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overburdened.  It  has,  by  the  recent  establishment  of  the  department  of 
the  interior,  been  relieved  of  some  portion  of  the  domestic  business.  If 
the  residue  of  the  business  of  that  kind — such  as  the  distribution  of  con- 
gressional documents,  the  keeping,  publishing,  and  distribution  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  the  execution  of  the  copyright  law,  the  subject  of 
reprieves  and  pardons,  and  some  other  subjects  relating  to  interior  admin- 
istration--:-should  be  transferred  from  the  department  of  state,  it  would 
unquestionably  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  service.  I  would  also  sug- 
gest that  the  building  appropriated  to  the  state  department  is  not  fire-proof; 
that  there  is  reason  to  think  there  are  defects  in  its  construction,  and  that 
the  archives  of  the  government  in  charge  of  the  department,  with  the  pre- 
cious collections  of  the  manuscript  papers  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  Ham- 
ilton, Madison,  and  Monroe,  are  exposed  to  destruction  by  fire.  A  similar 
remark  may  be  made  of  the  buildings  appropriated  to  the  war  and  navy 
departments. 

The  condition  of  the  treasury  is  exhibited  in  the  annual  report  from  that 
department. 

The  casli  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th 
June  last,  exclusive  of  trust-funds,  were  forty-nine  millions,  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  thousand,  three  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  and  eighty- 
nine  cents  ($49,728,386.89),.  and  the  expenditures  for  the  same  period, 
likewise  exclusive  of  trust-funds,  were  forty -six  millions,  seven  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  and  twenty  cents  ($46,007,896.20), 
of  which  nine  millions,  four  hundred  and  fifty  five  thousand,  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen  dollars  and  eighty-three  cents  ($9,463,815.83),  was  on  account 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  including  the  last  instalment 
of  the  indemnity  to  Mexico,  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  ;  leav- 
ing a  balance  of  $14,632,136.37,  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  day  of  July 
last.  Since  this  latter  period,  further  purchases  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt  have  been  made  to  the  extent  of  two  millions,  four  hundred  and 
fifty-six  thousand,  five  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents 
($2,456,547.49),  and  the  surplus  in  the  treasury  will  continue  to  be  ap- 
plied to  that  object  whenever  the  stock  can  be  procured  within  the  limits, 
as  to  price,  authorized  by  law. 

The  value  of  foreign  merchandise  imported  during  the  last  fiscal  year 
was  two  hundred  and  seven  millions,  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand,  one 
hundred  and  one  dollars  ($207,240,101) ;  and  the  value  of  domestic  pro- 
ductions exported  was  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  millions,  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-one  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  eleven  dollars  ($149,861,911); 
besides  seventeen  millions,  two  hundred  and  four  thousand,  and  twenty-six 
dollars  ($17,204,026)  of  foreign  merchandise  exported ;  making  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  entire  exports  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  millions,  sixty-five 
thousand,  nine  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  ($167,065,937) ;  exclusive 
of  the  above,  there  was  exported  forty-two  millions,  five  hundred-and  seven 
thousand,  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars  ($42,507,285)  in  specie,  and 
imported  from  foreign  ports  five  millions,  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  thou- 
sand, six  hundred  and  forty  three  dollars  ($5,262,643). 

In  my  first  annual  message  to  Congress,  I  called  your  attention  to  what 
seemed  to  me  some  defects  in  the  present  tariff,  and  recqmmended  such 
modifications  as  in  my  judgment  were  best  adapted  to  remedy  its  evils  and 
promote  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Nothing  has  since  occurred  to 
change  my  views  on  this  important  question. 

Without  repeating  the  arguments  contained  in  my  former  message,  is 
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fgrar  of  disoriminating,  protective  duties,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  yonr 
attention  to  one  or  two  other  considerations  affecting  this  subject.  The 
first  is,  the  effect  of  large  importations  of  foreign  goads  upon  our  currency. 
Most  of  the  gold  of  California,  as  £&st  as  it  is  coined,  finds  its  way  directly 
to  Europe  in  payment  for  goods  purchased.  In  the  second  place,  as  our 
manufacturing  establishments  are  broken  down  by  competition  with  for- 
eigners, the  capital  inrested  in  them  is  lost,  thousands  of  honest  and  in- 
dustrious citizens  are  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  the  farmer,  to  that 
•extent,  is  deprived  of  a  home  market  for  the  sale  of  his  surplus  produce. 
In  the  third  place,  the  destruction  of  our  manufactures  leaves  the  foreign^ 
without  competition  in  our  market,  and  he  consequently  raises  the  price  of 
the  article  sent  here  for  sale,  as  is  now  seen  in  the  increased  cost  of  iron 
imported  from  England.  The  prosperity  and  wealth  of  every  nation  must 
depend  upon  its  productive  industry.  The  farmer  is  stimulated  to  exertion 
by  finding  a  ready  market  for  his  surplus  products,  and  benefited  by  being 
able  to  exchange  them,  without  loss  of  time  or  expense  of  transportation, 
for  the  manufactures  which  his  comfort  or  convenience  requires.  This 
is  always  done  to  the  best  advantage  where  a  portion  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lives  is  engaged  in  other  pursuits.  But  most  manufactures 
require  an  amount  of  capital  and  a  practical  skill  which  can  not  be,  com- 
manded unless  they  be  protected  for  a  time  from  ruinous  competition  from 
abroad.  Hence  the  necessity  of  laying  those  duties  upon  imported  goods 
which  the  constitution  authorizes  for  revenue  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pro- 
tect and  encourage  the  labor  of  our  own  citizens.  Duties,  however,  should 
not  be  ^xed:  at  a  rate  so  high  as  to  exclude  the  foreign  article,  but  should 
be  so  graduated  as  to  enable  the  domestic  manufacturer  fairly  to  compete 
with  the  foreigner  in  our  own  markets,  and  by  this  competition  to  reduce 
the  price  of  the  manufactured  article  to  the  consumer  to  the  lowest  rate 
at  which  it  can  be  produced.  This  policy  would  place  the  mechanic  by 
the  side  of  the  farmer,  create  a  mutusl  interchange  of  their  respective 
commodities,  and  thus  stimulate  the  industry  of  the  whole  country,  and 
render  us  independent  of  foreign  nations  for  the  supplies  required  by  the 
habits  or  necessities  of  the  people. 

Another  question,  wholly  independent  of  protection,  presents  itself — 
and  that  is,  whether  the  duties  levied  should  be  upon  the  value  of  the  ar- 
ticle at  the  place  of  shipment,  or,  where  it  is  practicable,  a  specific  duty, 
graduated  according  to  quantity,  as  ascertained  by  weight  or  measure. 
All  our  duties  are  at  present  ad  valorem.  A  certain  percentage  is  levied 
on  the  price  of  the  goods  at  the  port  of  shipment  in  a  foreign  country. 
Most  commercial  nations  have  found  it  indispensable,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  fraud  and  perjury,  to  make  the  duties  specific  whenever  the 
article  is  of  such  a  uniform  value  in  weight  or  measure  as  to  justify  such 
a  duty.  Legislation  should  never  encourage  dishonesty  or  crime.  It  is 
impossible  that  the  revenue  officers  at  the  port  where  the  goods  are  entered 
and  the  duties  paid  should  know  with  certainty  what  they  cost  in  the  for- 
eign country.  Yet  the  law  requires  that  they  should  levy  the  duty  accor- 
ding to  such  a  cost.  They  are,  therefore,  compelled  to  resort  to  very 
unsatisfactory  evidence  to  ascertain  what  that  cost  was.  They  take  the 
invoice  of  the  importer,  attested  by  his  oath,  as  the  best  evidence  of  which 
the  nature  of  the  case  admits.  But  every  one  must  see  that  the  invoice 
may  be  fabricated  and  the  oath  by  which  it  is  supported  false,  by  reason 
of  which  the  dishonest  importer  pays  a  pan  only  of  the  duties  which  are 
paid  by  the  honest  one,  and  thus  indirectly  receives  from  the  treasury  of 
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the  United  States  a  reward  for  his  fraud  and  perjury.  The  reports  of  th^ 
secretary  of  the  treasury  heretofore  made  on  this  subject  show  conclu- 
sively that  these  frauds  have  been  practised  to  a  great  extent.  The  ten^ 
dency  is  to  destroy  that  high  moral  character  for  which  our  merchants 
have  long  been  distinguished  ;  to  defraud  the  government  of  its  revenue  i 
to  break  down  the  honest  importer! by  a  dishonest  competition ;  and,  finally^ 
to  transfer  the  business  of  importation  to  foreign  and  irresponsible  agents, 
to  the  great  detriment  of  our  own  citizens.  I  therefore  again  most  earn- 
estly recommend  the  adoption  of  specific  duties,  wherever  it  is  practicable^ 
or  a  home  valuation,  to  prevent  these  frauds. 

I  would  also  again  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  present  tariff, 
in  some  cases,  imposes  a  higher  duty  upon  the  raw  material  imported  than 
upon  the  article  manufactured  from  it,  the  consequence  of  which  is  that 
the  duty  operates  to  the  encouragement  of  the  foreigner  and  to  the  dis- 
couragement of  our  own  citizens. 

For  full  and  detailed  information  in  regard  to  the  general  condition  of 
our  Indian  affairs,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  secretary 
of  the  interior  and  the  accompanying  documents. 

The  senate  not  having  thought  proper  to  ratify  the  treaties  which  had 
beei\  negotiated  with  the  tribes  of  Indians  in  California  and  Oregon,  our 
relations  with  them  have  been  left  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition. 

In  other  parts  of  our  territory,  particular  districts  of  country  have  been 
set  apart  for  the  exclusive  occupation  of  the  Indians,  and  their  right  to 
the  lands  within  those  limits  has  been  acknowledged  and  respected,  fiut 
in  California  and  Oregon  there  has  been  no  recognition  by  the  government 
of  the  exclusive  right  of  the  Indians  to  any  part  of  the  country.  They 
are,  therefore,  mere  tenants  at  sufferance,  and  liable  to  be  driven  from 
place  to  place  at  the  pleasure  of  the  whites. 

The  treaties  which  have  been  rejected  proposed  to  remedy  this  evil, 
by  allotting  to  the  different  tribes  districts  of  country  suitable  to  their  habits 
of  life,  and  sufficient  for  their  support.  This  provision,  morelthan  any 
other,  it  is  believed  led  to  their  rejection ;  and  as  no  substitute  for  it  has 
been  adopted  by  Congress,  it  has  not  been  deemed  advisable  to  attempt  to 
enter  into  new  treaties  of  a  permanent  character,  although  no  effort  has 
been  spared  by  temporary  arrangements  to  preserve  friendly  relations 
with  them. 

If  it  be  the  desire  of  Congress  to  remove  them  from  the  country  alto- 
gether, or  to  assign  to  them  particular  districts  more  remote  from  the 
settlements  of  the  whites,  it  will  be  proper  to  set  apart  by  law  the  terri- 
tory which  they  are  to  occupy,  and  to  provide  the  means  necessary  for 
removing  them  to  it.  Justice  alike  to  our  own  citizens  and  to  the  Indians 
requires  the  prompt  action  of  Congress  on  this  subject. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  senate  to  the  treaties  which  were 
negotiated  with  the  Sioux  Indians  of  Minnesota  have  been  submitted  to 
the  tribes  who  were  parties  to  them,  and  have  received  their  assent. 
A  large  tract  of  valuable  territory  has  thus  been  opened  fpr  settlement  and 
cultivation,  and  all  danger  of  collision  with  these  powerful  and  warlike 
bands  has  been  happily  removed. 

The  removal  of  the  remnant  of  the  tribe  of  Seminole  Indians  from 
Florida  has  long  been  a  cherished  object  of  the  government,  and  it  is  one 
to  which  my  attention  has  been  steadily  directed.  Admonished  by  past 
experience  of  the  difficulty  and  cost  of  the  attempt  to  remove  them  by 
military  force,  resort  has  been  had  to  conciliatory  measures.    By  the 
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inTitation  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  several  of  the  principal 
chiefs  recently  visited  Washington,  and  while  here  acknowledged  in 
writing  the  obligation  of  their  tribe  to  remove  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
Late  advices  from  the  special  agent  of  the  government  represent  that  they 
adhere  to  their  promise,  and  that  a  council  of  their  people  has  been  called, 
to  make  their  preliminary  arrangements.  A  general  emigration  may, 
therefore,  be  confidently  expected  at  an  early  day. 

The  report  from  the  general  land  office  shows  increased  activity  in  its 
operations.  The  survey  of  the  northern  boundary  of  Iowa  has  been  com- 
pleted with  unexampled  despatch.  Within  the  last  year  9,522,953  acres 
of  public  land  have  been  surveyed,  and  8,032,463  acres  brought  into 
market. 

In  the  last  fiscal  year  there  were  sold 1 ,553,071  acres. 

Jiocated  with  bounty  land  warrants 3,20 1 ,3 1 4     " 

Located  with  other  certificates 115,682     " 

Making  a  total  of 4,870,067  " 

In  addition,  there  were — 

Reported  under  swamp  land  grants 5,219,188  *< 

For  internal  improvements,  railroads,  ^c * . .  • .  3,025,920  " 

Making  an  aggregate  of 13,115,175     " 

Being  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  lands  sold  and  located  under  lands 
warrants  of  569,220  acres  over  the  previous  year. 

The  whole  amount  thus  sold,  located  under  land  warrants,  reported 
under  swamp  land  grants,  and  selected  for  internal  improvements,  exceeds 
that  of  the  previous  year  by  3,342,372  acres  ;  and  the  sales  would,  without 
doubt,  have  been  much  larger  but  for  the  extensive  reservations  for  rail- 
roads in  Missouri,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama. 

For  the  quarter  ending  30th  September,  1852,  there 

were  sold 243,255  acres. 

Located  with  bounty  land  warrants 1,387,1 16     *« 

Located  with  other  certificates 15,649     " 

Reported  under  swamp  land  grants 2,485,233     <* 


u 


Making  an^  aggregate  for  the  quarter  of 4,1 31 ,253 

Much  the  larger  portion  of  the  labor  of  arranging  and  classifying  the 
returns  of  the  last  census  has  been  finished,  and  it  will  now  devolve  upon 
Congress  to  make  the  necessary  provision  for  the  publication  of  the  results 
in  such  form  as  shall  be  deemed  best.  The  apportionment  of  represen- 
tation, on  the  basis  of  the  new  census,  has  been  made  by  the  secretary 
of  the  interior,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  law  relating  to  that 
subject,  and  the  recent  elections  have  been  made  in  accordance  with  it. 

I  commend  to  your  favorable  regard  the  suggestion  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  interior,  that  provision  be  made  by  law  for 
the  publication  and  distribution,  periodically,  of  an  analytical  digest  of  all 
the  patents  which  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  granted  for  useful  in- 
ventions and  discoveries,  with  such  descriptions  and  illustrations  as  may 
be  necessary  to  present  an  intelligible  view  of  their  nature  and  operation. 
The  cost  of  such  publication  codd  easily  be  defirayed  out  of  the  patent 
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fund,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  it  could  be  applied  to  no  object  more  ao* 
ceptable  to  inrentors  and  beneficial  to  the  public  at  large. 

An  appropriation  of  $100,000  having  been  made  at  the  last  session  for 
the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site,  and  for  the  erection,  furnishing,  and  fitting 
up  of  an  asylum  for  the  insane  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  the 
army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  the  proper  measures  have  been  adopt- 
ed to  carry  this  beneficent  purpose  into  effect. 

By  the  latest  advices  from  the  Mexican  boundary  commission,  it  appears 
that  the  survey  of  the  river  Oils,  from  its  confluence  with  the  Colorado 
to  its  supposed  intersection  with  the  western  line  of  New  Mexico,  has 
been  completed.  The  survey  of  the  Rio  Grande  has  also  been  finished 
from  the  point  agreed  on  by  the  commissioners  as  **  the  point  where,  it 
strikes  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico"  to  a  point  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  miles  below  Eagle  Pass,  which  is  about  two  thirds  of  the 
distance  along  the  course  of  the  river  to  its  mouth. 

The  appropriation  which  was  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  for 
the  continuation  of  the  survey  is  subject  to  the  following  proviso : — 

"  Provided,  That  no  part  of  this  appropriation  shall  be  used  or  expend* 
ed  until  it  shall  be  made  satisfactorily  to  appear  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States  that  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico  is  not  estab-^ 
lished  by  the  commissioner  and  surveyor  of  the  United  States  farther 
north  of  the  town  called  'Paso'  than  the  same  is  laid  down  in  Distumell's 
map,  which  is  added  to  the  treaty.** 

My  attention  was  drawn  to  this  subject  by  a  report  from  the  department 
of  the  interior,  which  reviewed  all  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  submitted  for 
my  decision  the  question  whether,  under  existing  circumstances,  any  part 
of  the  appropriation  could  be  lawfully  used  or  expended  for  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  work.  After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  subject,  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  could  not,  and  so  informed  the  head  of  that 
department.  Orders  were  immediately  issued  by  him  to  the  commissioner 
and  surveyor  to  make  no  further  requisitions  on  the  department,  as  they 
could  not  be  paid,  and  to  discontinue  all  operations  on  the  southern  line 
of  New  Mexico.  But  as  the  department  had  no  exact  information  as  to 
the  amount  of  provisions  and  money  which  remained  unexpended  in  the 
hands  of  the  commissioner  and  surveyor,  it  was  left  discretionary  with 
them  to  continue  the  survey  down  the  Rio  Grande  as  far  as  the  means  at 
their  disposal  would  enable  them,  or  at  once  to  disband  the  commission. 
A  special  messenger  has  since  arrived  from  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
survey  on  the  river,  with  information  that  the  funds  subject  to  his  control 
were  exhausted,  and  that  the  officers  and  others  employed  in  the  service 
were  destitute  alike  of  the  means  of  prosecuting  the  work  and  of  return- 
ing to  their  homes. 

The  object  of  the  proviso  was  doubtless  to  arrest  the  survey  of  the 
southern  and  western  lines  of  New  Mexico,  in  regard  to  which  different 
opinions  have  been  expressed  ;  for  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  there 
could  be  any  objection  to  that  part  of  the  line  which  extends  along  the  chan- 
.nel  of  the  Rio  Grande.  But  the  ternu  of  the  law  are  so  broad  as  to  forbad 
the  use  of  any  part  of  the  money  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  or  even 
for  the  payment  to  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  arrearages  of  pay  which 
are  justly  due  to  them. 

I  earnestly  invite  your  prompt  attention  to  this  subject,  and  recommend 
a  modification  of  the  terms  of  the  proviso,  so  as  to  enable  the  department 
to  use  as  much  of  the  appropriation  as  will  be  necessary  to  discharge  the 
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existing  obligations  of  the  govenunent,  and  to  complete  the  survey  of.  the 
Rio  Grande  to  its  mouth. 

It  will  also  be  proper  to  make  fiucther  provision  by  law  for  the  fulfil* 
ment  of  our  treaty  with  Mexico,  for  running  and  marking  the  residue  of 
the  boundary  line  between  the  two  countries. 

Permit  me  to  invite  your  particular  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  Dis* 
trict  of  Columbia,  which  are  confided  by  the  constitution  to  your  peculiar 
care.  Among  the  measures  which  seem  to  me  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  its  prosperity,  are  the  introduction,  of  a  copious  supply  of  water  into  the 
city  of  Washington,  and  the  construction  of  suitable  bridges  across  the 
Potomac,  to  replace  those  which  were  destroyed  by  high  water  in  the  early 
part  of  the  present  year. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  an  appropriation  was  made  to  defray 
the  cost  of  the  surveys  necessary  for  determining  the  best  means  of  afibrd- 
ing  an  unfailing  supply  of  good  and  wholesome  water.  Some  progresa 
has  been  made  in  the  survey,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  completed  the  result 
will  be  laid  before  you. 

Further  appropriations  will  also  be  necessary  for  grading  and  paving 
the  streets  and  avenues,  and  enclosing  and  embellishing  the  public  groundiii 
within  the  city  of  Washington.* 

I  commend  all  these  objects,  together  with  the  charitable  institutions 
of  the  district,  to  your  favorable  regard. 

Every  effort  »has  been  made  to  protect  our  frontier,  and  that  of  the  ad- 
joining Mexican  states  from  the  incursions  of  the  Indian  tribes.  Of  about 
11,000  men  of  which  the  army  is  composed,  nearly  8,000  are  employed 
in  the  defence  of  the  newly-acquired  territory  (including  Texas),  and  of 
emigrants  proceeding  thereto.  I  am  gratified  to  say  that  these  efforts 
have  been  unusually  successful.  With  the  exception  of  some  partial  out- 
breaks in  California  and  Oregon,  and  occasional  depredations  on  ^a  )>ortion. 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  owing,  it  is  believed,  to  the  disturbed  state  of  thai 
border  region,  the  inroads  of  the  Indians  have  been  effectually  restrained. 

Experience  has  shown,  however,  that  whenever  the  two  races  are 
brought  into  contact,  collisions  will  inevitably  occur.  To  prevent  these 
collisions  the  United  States  have  generally  set  apart  portions  of  their  ter- 
ritory for  the  exclusive  occupation  of  the  Indian  tribes.  A  difficulty 
occurs,  however,  in  the  application  of  this  policy  to  Texas.  By  the  terms 
of  the  compact  by  which  that  state  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  she  re- 
tained the  ownership  of  all  the  vacant  lands  within  her  limits.  The 
government  of  that  state,  it  is  understood,  has  assigned  no  portion  of  her 
territory  to  the  Indians ;  but,  as  fast  as  her  settlements  advance,  lays  it 
off  into  counties,  and  proceeds  to  survey  and  sell  it.  This  policy  mani- 
festly tends,  not  only  to  alarm  and  irritate  the  Indians,  but  to  compel  them 
to  resort  to  plunder  for  subsistence.  It  also  deprives  this  government  of 
that  influence  and  control  over  them  without  which  no  durable  peace  can 
ever  exist  between  them  and  the  whites.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  a  due 
regard  for  her  own  interests,  apart  from  the  consideration  of  humanity  and 
justice,  will  induce  that  state  to  assign  a  small  portion  of  her  vast  domain 
for  the  provisional  occupancy  of  the  small  remnants  of  tribes  within  her 
borders,  subject,  of  course,  to  her  ownership  and  eventual  jurisdiction. 
If  she  should  fail  to  do  this,  the  fulfilment  of  our  treaty  stipulations  with 
Mexico,  and  our  duty  to  the  Indians  themselves,  will,  it  is  feared,  become 
a  subject  of  serious  embarrassment  to  the  government.  It  is  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  a  timely  and  just  provision  by  Texas  may  avert  this  evil. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1998*  FILLMORE*S   THIRD   ANNUAL   IIBS0AOE. 

No  appropriations  for  fortifications  were  made  at  the  last  two  sessions 
of  Congress.  The  cause  of  this  omission  is,  probably,  to  be  found  in  a 
growing  belief  that  the  system  of  fortifications  adopted  in  1816,  and  here- 
tofore acted  on,  requires  revision. 

The  subject  certainly  deserves  full  and  careful  investigation ;  but  it 
should  not  be  delayed  longer  than  can  be  avoided.  In  the  meantime, 
there  are  certain  works  which  have  been  commenced — some  of  them 
nearly  completed — designed  to  protect  our  principal  seaports  from  Boston 
to  New  Orleans,  and  a  few  other  important  points.  In  regard  to  the  ne- 
cessity for  these  works,  it  is  believed  that  little  difference  of  opinion  exists 
among  military  men.  I  therefore  recommend  that  the  appropriations 
necessary  to  prosecute  them  be  made. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  remarks  on  this  subject,  and  on  others 
connected  with  his  department,  contained  in  the  accompanying  report  of 
the  secretary  of  war. 

Measures  have  been  taken  to  carry  into  effect  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion making  provision  for  the  improvement  of  certain  rivers  and  harbors, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  arrangements  made  for  that  purpose  will  com- 
bine efficiency  with  economy.  Owing  chiefly  to  the  advanced  season 
when  the  act  was  passed,  little  has  yet  been  done  in  regard  to  many  of 
the  works  beyond  making  the  necessary  preparations.  With  respect  to 
a  few  of  the  improvements,  the  sums  already  appropriated  will  suffice  to 
complete  them ;  but  most  of  them  will  require  additional  appropriations. 
I  trust  that  these  appropriations  will  be  made,  and  that  this  wise  and  be- 
neficent policy  so  auspicously  resumed,  will  be  continued.  Great  care 
should  be  taken,  however,  to  commence  no  work  which  is  not  of  sufficient 
importance  to  the  commerce  of  the  country  to  be  viewed  as  national  in 
its  character.  But  works  which  have  been  commenced  should  not  be 
discontinued  until  completed,  as  otherwise  the  sums  expended  will,  in 
most  cases,  be  lost. 

Th9  report  from  the  navy  department  will  inform  you  of  the  prosperous 
condition  of  the  branch  of  the  public  service  committed  to  its  charge.  It 
presents  to  your-  consideration  many  topics  and  suggestions  of  which  I 
ask  your  approval.  It  exhibits  an  unusual  degree  of  activity  in  the  oper- 
ations of  the  department  during  the  past  year.  The  preparations  for  the 
Japan  expedition,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded;  the  arrangements 
made  for  the  exploration  and  survey  of  the  China  seas,  the  northern  Pacific, 
and  Behring's  straits ;  the  incipient  measures  taken  toward  a  rcconnois- 
sance  of  the  continent  of  Africa  eastward  of  Liberia ;  the  preparation  for 
an  early  examination  of  the  tributaries  of  the  river  La  Plata,  which  a  recent 
decree  of  the  provisional  chief  of  the  Argentine  confederation  has  opened 
to  navigation — all  these  enterprises,  and  the  means  by  which  they  are 
proposed  to  be  accomplished,  have  commanded  my  full  approbation,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  will  be  productive  of  most  useful  results. 

Two  officers  of  the  navy  were  heretofore  instructed  to  explore  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Amazon  river  from  the  confines  of  Peru  to  its  mouth. 
The  return  of  one  of  them  has  placed  in  the  possession  of  the  government 
an  interesting  and  valuable  account  of  the  character  and  resources  of  a 
country  abounding  in  the  materials  of  commerce,  and  which,  if  opened  to 
the  industry  of  the  world,  will  prove  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  wealth. 
The  report  of  this  exploration  will  be  communicated  to  you  as  soon  as  it 
is  completed. 

Among  other  subjects  offered  to* your  notice  by  the  secretary  of  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Fillmore's  third  annual  message.  *1999 

navy,  I  select  for  special  commendation,  in  view  of  its  connexion  with  the 
interests  of  the  navy,  the  plan  submitted  by  him  for  the  establishment  of 
a  permanent  corps  of  seamen,  and  the  suggestions  he  has  presented  for 
the  reorganization  of  the  naval  academy. 

In  reference  to  the  first  of  these,  I  take  occasion  to  say  that  I  think  it 
will  greatly  improve  the  efficiency  of  the  service,  and  that  I  regard  it  as 
still  more  entitled  to  favor  for  the  salutary  influence  it  must  exert  upon 
the  naval  discipline,  now  greatly  disturbed  by  the  increasing  spirit  of  in- 
subordination, resulting  from  our  present  system.  The  plan  proposed  for 
the  organization  of  the  seamen  furnishes  a  judicious  substitute  for  the  law 
of  September,  1850,  abolishing  corporal  punishment,  and  satisfactorily 
sustains  the  policy  of  that  act,  under  conditions  well  adapted  to  maintain 
the  authority  of  command  and  the  order  and  security  of  our  sbips.  It  is 
believed  that  any  change  which  proposes  permanently  to  dispense  with 
this  mode  of  punishment  should  be  preceded  by  a  system  of  enlistment 
which  shall  supply  the  navy  with  seamen  of  the  most  meritorious  class, 
whose  good  deportment  and  pride  of  character  may  preclude  all  occasion 
for  a  resort  to  penalties  of  a  harsh  or  degrading  nature.  The  safety  of  a 
ship  and  her  crew  is  often  dependent  upon  immediate  obedience  to  a  com- 
mand, and  the  authority  to  enforce  it  must  be  equally  ready.  The  arrest 
of  a  refractory  seaman,  in  such  moments,  not  only  deprives  the  ship  of 
indispensable  aid,  but  imposes  a  necessity  for  double  service  on  others,, 
whose  fidelity  to  their  duties  may  be  relied  upon  in  such  an  emergency. 
The  exposnre  to  this  increased  and  arduous  labor,  since  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  1850,  has  already  had,  to  a  most  observable  and  injurious  extent, 
the  effect  of  preventing  the  enlistment  of  the  best  seamen  in  the  navy. 
The  plan  now  suggested  is  designed  to  promote  a  condition  of  service  in 
which  this  objection  will  no  longer  exist.  The  details  of  this  plan  may 
be  established  in  great  part,  if  not  altogether,  by  the  executive,  under  the 
authority  of  existing  laws ;  but  I  have  thought  it  proper,  in  accordance 
with  the  suggestion  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  to  submit  it  to  your 
approval. 

The  establishment  of  a  corps  of  apprentices  for  the  navy,  or  boys  to  be 
enlisted  until  they  become  of  age,  and  to  be  employed  under  such  regula- 
tions as  the  navy  department  may  devise,  as  proposed  in  the  report,  I  cor- 
dially approve,  and  commend  to  your  consideration  ;  and  I  also  concur  in 
the  suggestion  that  this  system  for  the  early  training  of  seamen  may  be 
most  usefully  ingrafted  upon  the  service  of  our  merchant  marine. 

The  other  proposition  of  the  report  to  which  I  have  referred — the  re- 
organization of  the  naval  academy — I  recommend  to  your  attention  as  a 
project  worthy  of  your  encouragement  and  support.  The  valuable  ser- 
vices already  rendered  by  this  institution  entitle  it  to  the  continuance  of 
your  fostering  care. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  report  of  the  postmaster- 
general  for  the  detailed  operation  of  his  department  during  the  last  fiscal 
year,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  receipts  from  postages  for  that 
time  were  less  by  $1,431,696  than  for  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  being  a 
decrease  of  about  23  per  cent. 

This  diminution  is  attributable  to  the  reduction  in  the  rates  of  postage 
made  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1851,  which  reduction  took  efi^ect  at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Although,  in  its  operation  during  the  last  year,  the  act  referred  to  has 
not  fulfilled  the  predictions  of  its  friends,  by  increasing  the  correspond- 
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ence  of  the  country  in  proportion  to  the  reduction  of  postage,  I  should, 
nevertheless,  question  the  policy  of  returning  to  higher  rates.  Experi- 
ence warrants  the  expectation  that,  as  the  community  becomes  accustomed 
to  cheap  postage,  correspondence  will  increase.  It  is  believed  that  from 
this  cause,  and  the  rapid  growth  of  the  country  in  population  and  business, 
the  receipts  of  the  department  must  ultimately  exceed  its  expenses,  and 
that  the  country  may  safely  rely  upon  the  continuance  of  the  present 
cheap  rate  of  postage. 

In  former  messages  I  have,  among  other  things,  respectfully  recom- 
mended to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
further  legislation  for  the  protection  and  punishment  of  foreign  consuls 
residing  in  the  United  States ;  to  revive,  with  certain  modifications,  the 
act  of  10th  March,  1838,  to  restrain  unlawful  military  expeditions  against 
the  inhabitants  of  conterminous  states  or  territories  ;  for  the  preservation 
and  protection  from  mutilation  or  theft  of  the  papers,  records,  and  archives 
of  the  nation ;  for  authorizing  the  surplus  revenue  to  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt  in  advance  of  the  time  when  it  will  become 
*due ;  for  the  establishment  of  land  offices  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
in  California  and  the  territory  of  Oregon  ;  for  the  construction  of  a  road 
from  the  Mississippi  valley  to  the  Pacific  ocean  ;  for  the  establishment  of 
a  bureau  of  agriculture  for  the  promotion  of  that  interest — perhaps  the 
most  important  in  the  country ;  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  upon  the  gov- 
ernment in  applications  for  pensions  and  bounty  lands  ;  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  uniform  fee  bill,  prescribing  a  specific  compensation  for  every 
service  required  of  clerks,  district  attorneys,  and  marshals ;  for  author- 
izing ao  additional  regiment  of  mounted  men,  for  the  defence  of  our 
frontiers  against  the  Indians,  and  for  fulfilling  our  treaty  stipulations  with 
Mexico  to  defend  her  citizens  against  the  Indians  "  with  equal  diligence 
and  energy  as  our  own ;"  for  determining  the  relative  rank  between  the 
naval  and  civil  officers  in  our  public  ships,  and  between  the  officers  of 
the  army  and  navy  in  the  various  grades  of  each ;  for  reorganizing  the 
naval  establishment  by  fixing  the  number  of  officers  in  each  grade,  and 
providing  for  a  tetired  list  upon  reduced  pay  of  those  unfit  for  active  duty ; 
for  prescribing  and  regulating  punishments  in  the  navy  ;  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  commission  to  revise  the  public  statutes  of  the  United  States, 
by  arranging  them  in  order,  supplying  deficiencies,  correcting  incongrui- 
ties, simplifying  their  language,  and  reporting  them  to  Congress  for  its 
final  action ;  and  for  the  establishment  of  a  commission  to  adjudicate  and 
settle  private  claims  against  the  United  States.  I  am  not  aware,  however, 
that  any  of  these  subjects  have  been  finally  acted  upon  by  Congress. 
Without  repeating  the  reasons  for  legislation  on  these  subjects  which  have 
been  assigned  in  former  messages,  I  respectfully  recommend  them  again 
to  your  favorable  consideration. 

I  think  it  due  to  the  several  executive  departments  of  this  government 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  efficiency  and  integrity  with  which  they  are  con- 
-ducted.  With  all  the  careful  superintendence  which  it  is  possible  for  the 
heads  of  those  departments  to  exercise,  still  the  due  administration  and 
guardianship  of  the  public  money  must  very  much  depend  on  the  vigilance, 
intelligence,  and  fidelity  of  the  subordinate  officers  and  clerks,  and  espe- 
cially on  those  intrusted  with  the  settlement  and  adjustment  of  claims  and 
accounts.  I  am  gratified  to  believe  that  they  have  generally  performed 
their  duties  faithfully  and  well.  They  are  appointed  to  guard  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  public  treasury,  and  they  occupy  positions  that  expose 
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tbem  to  all  the  temptations  and  seductions  which  the  cupidity  of  pecula- 
tors and  fraudulent  claimants  can  prompt  them  to  employ.  It  will  be  but 
a  wise  precaution  to  protect  the  government  against  that  source  of  mischief 
and  corruption,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done,  by  the  enactment  of  all  proper  legal 
penalties.  The  laws,  in  this  respect,  arc  supposed  to  be  defective,  and  I 
therefore  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject,  and  to  rec- 
ommend that  provision  be  made  by  law  for  the  punishment  not  only  of 
those  who  shall  accept  bribes,  but  also  of  those  who  shall  either  promise, 
give,  or  offer  to  give,  to  any  of  those  officers  or  clerks  a  bribe  or  reward 
touching  or  relating  to  any  matter  of  their  official  action  or  duty. 

It  has  been  the  uniform  policy  of  this  government,  from  its  foundation 
to  the  present  day,  to  abstain  from  all  interference  in  the  domestic  affairs 
of  other  nations.  The  consequence  has  been,  that  while  the  nations  of 
Europe  have  been  engaged  in  desolating  wars,  our  country  has  pursued 
its  peaceful  course  to  unexampled  prosperity  and  happiness.  The  wars 
in  which  we  have  been  compelled  to  engage,  in  defence  of  the  rights  and 
honor  of  the  country,  have  been  fortunately  of  short  duration.  During 
the  terrific  contest*  of  nation  against  nation,  which  succeeded  the  French 
revolution,  we  were  enabled  by  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  President 
Washington  to  maintain  our  neutrality.  While  other  nations  were  drawn 
into  this  wide-sweeping  whirlpool,  we  sat  quiet  and  unmoved  upon  our 
own  shores.  While  the  flower  of  their  numerous  armies  was  wasted  by 
disease  or  perished  by  hundreds  of  thousands  upon  the  battle-field,  the 
youth  of  this  favored  land  were  permitted  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  peace 
beneath  the  paternal  roof.  While  the  states  of  Europe  incurred  enormous 
debts,  under  the  burden  of  which  their  subjects  still  groan,  and  which 
must  absorb  no  small  part  of  the  product  of  the  honest  industry  of  those 
countries  for  generations  to  come,  the  United  States  have  once  been  ena- 
bled to  exhibit  the  proud  spectacle  of  a  nation  free  from  public  debt ;  and, 
if  permitted  to  pursue  our  prosperous  way  for  a  few  years  longer  in  peace, 
we  may  do  the  same  again. 

But  it  is  now  said  by  some  that  this  policy  must  be  changed.  Europe 
is  no  longer  separated  from  us  by  a  voyage  of  months,  but  steam  naviga- 
tion has  brought  her  within  a  few  days'  sail  of  our  shores.  We  see  more 
of  her  movements,  and  take  a  deeper  interest  in  her  controversies.  Al- 
though no  one  proposes  that  we  should  join  the  fraternity  of  potentates 
who  have  for  ages  lavished  the  blood  and  treasure  of  their  subjects  in 
maintaining  "the  balance  of  power,"  yet  it  is  said  that  we  ought  to  inter- 
fere between  contending  sovereigns  and  their  subjects,  for  the  purpose  of 
overthrowing  the  monarchies  of  Europe  and  establishing  in  their  place 
republican  institutions.  It  is  alleged  that  we  have  heretofore  pursued  a 
different  course  from  a  sense  of  our  weakness  but  that  now  our  conscious 
strength  dictates  a  change  of  policy,  and  that  it  is  consequently  our  duty 
to  mingle  in  these  contests  and  aid  those  who  are  struggling  for  liberty. 

This  is  a  most  seductive  but  dangerous  appeal  to  the  generous  sympa- 
thies of  freemen.  Enjoying,  as  we  do,  the  blessings  of  a  free  government 
there  is  no  man  who  has  an  American  heart  that  would  not  rejoice  to  see 
these  blessings  extended  to  all  other  nations.  We  can  not  witness  the 
struggle  between  the  oppressed  and  his  oppressor  anywhere  without  the 
deepest  sympathy  for  the  former,  and  the  most  anxious  desire  for  his 
triumph.  Nevertheless,  is  it  prudent  or  is  it  wise  to  involve  ourselves  in 
these  foreign  wars  ?  Is  it  indeed  true  that  we  have  heretofore  refrained 
from  doing  so  merely  from  the  degrading  motive  of  a  conscious  weiakness  T 
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For  the  honor  of  the  patriots  who  have  gone  before  us,  I  can  not  admit  it. 
Men  of  the  revolution  who  drew  the  sWord  against  the  oppressions  of  the 
mother-country,  and  pledged  to  Heaven  ^Hheir  lives,  their  fortunes,  and 
thtfir  sacred  honor"  to  maintain  their  freedom,  could  never  have  been 
actuated  by  so  unworthy  a  motive.  They  knew  no  weakness  or  fear 
where  right  or  duty  pointed  the  way,  and  it  is  a  libel  upon  their  fair  fame 
for  us,  while  we  enjoy  the  blessings  for  which  they  so  nobly  fought  and 
bled,  to  insinuate  it.  The  truth  is,  that  the  course  which  they  pursued 
was  dictated  by  a  stern  sense  of  international  justice,  by  a  statesmanlike 
prudence,  and  a  far-seeing  wisdom,  looking  not  merely  to  the  present 
necessities  but  to  the  permanent  safety  and  interest  of  the  country.  They 
knew  that  the  world  is  governed  less  by  sympathy  than  by  reason  and 
force ;  that  it  was  not  possible  for  this  nation  to  become  a  "  propagandist" 
of  free  principles  without  arraying  against  it  the  combined  powers  of 
Europe ;  and  that  the  result  was  more  likely  to  be  the  overthrow  of  repub- 
lican liberty  here  than  its  establishment  there.  History  has  been  written 
in  vain  for  those  who  can  doubt  this.  France  had  no  sooner  established 
a  republican  form  of  government  than  she  manifested  a  desire  to  force  its 
blessings  on  all  the  world.  Her  own  historian  informs  us  that,  hearing 
of  some  petty  acts  of  tyranny  in  a  neighboring  principality,  "  The  national 
convention  declared  that  she  would  afToid  succor  and  fraternity  to  all 
nations  who  wished  to  recover  their  liberty ;  and  she  gave  it  in  charge  to 
the  executive  power  to  give  orders  to  the  generals  of  the  French  armies 
to  aid  all  citizens  who  might  have  been  or  should  be  oppressed  in  the 
cause  of  liberty."  Here  was  the  false  step  which  led  to  her  subsequent 
misfortunes.  She  soon  found  herself  involved  in  war  with  all  the  rest  of 
Europe.  In  less  than  ten  years  her  government  was  changed  from  a 
republic  to  an  empire ;  and,  finally;  after  shedding  rivers  of  blood,  foreign 
powers  restored  her  exiled  dynasty,  and  exhausted  Europe  sought  peace 
and  repose  in  the  unquestioned  ascendency  of  monarchical  principles. 
Let  us  learn  wisdom  from  her  example.  Let  us  remember  that  revolu- 
tions do  not  always  establish  freedom.  Our  own  free  institutions  were 
not  the  offspring  of  our  revolution.  They  existed  before.  They  were 
planted  in  the  free  charters  of  self-government  under  which  the  English 
colonies  grew  up,  and  our  revolution  only  freed  us  from  the  dominion  of 
a  foreign  power,  whose  government  was  at  variance  with  those  institutions. 
But  European  nations  have  had  no  such  training  for  self-government,  and 
every  effort  to  establish  it  by  bloody  revolutions  has  been,  and  must,  with- 
out that  preparation,  continue  to  be  a  failure.  Liberty,  unregulated  by 
law,  degenerates  into  anarchy,  which  soon  becomes  the  most  horrid  of 
all  despotisms.  Our  policy  is  wisely  to  govern  ourselves,  and  thereby  to  set 
such  an  example  of  national  justice,  prosperity,  and  true  glory,  as  shall 
teach  to  all  nations  the  blessings  of  self-government,  and  the  unparalleled 
enterprise  and  success  of  a  free  people. 

V  We  live  in  an  age  of  progress,  and  ours  is  emphatically  a  country  of 
progress.  Within  the  last  half-century  the  number  of  states  in  this 
Union  has  nearly  doubled,  the  population  has  almost  quadrupled,  and  our 
boundaries  have  been  extended  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific.  Our  ter- 
ritory is  chequered  over  with  railroads,  and  furrowed  with  canals.  The 
inventive  talent  of  our  country  is  excited  to  the  highest  pitch,  and  the 
numerous  applications  for  patenU  for  valuable  improvements  distinguish 
this  age  and  this  people  from  all  others.     The  genius  of  one  American 

has  enabled  our  commerce  to  move  against  wind  and  tide^^and  that  of 
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another  has  annihilated  distancer  in  the  transmission  of  intelligence.  The  , 
whole  country  is  full  of  enterprise.  Our  common  schools  are  diffusing 
intelligence  among  the  people,  and  our  industry  is  fast  accumulating  the 
comforts  and  luxuries  of  life*  This  is  in  part  owing  to  our  peculiar  posi- 
tion, to  our  fertile  soil,  and  comparatively  sparse  population  ;  but,  much  c^ 
it  is  also  owing  to  the  popular  institutions  under  which  we  live,  to  the 
freedom  which  every  man  feels  to  engage  in  any  useful  pursuit  according 
to  his  taste  or  inclination,  and  to  the  entire  confidence  that  his  person 
and  property  will  be  protected  by  the  laws.  But,  whatever  may  be  the 
cause  of  this  unparalleled  growth  in  population,  intelligence,  and  wealth, 
one  thing  is  clear — that  the  government  must  keep  pace  with  the  prog- 
ress of  the  people.  It  must  participate  in  their  spirit  of  enterprise,  qind 
while  it  exacts  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  restrains  all  unauthorized  inva* 
sions  of  the  rights  of  neighboring  states,  it  should  foster  and  protect  home 
industry,  and  lend  its  powerful  strength  to  the  improvement  of  such  means 
of  intercommunication  as  are  necessary  to  promote  our  internal  commerce 
and  strengthen  the  ties  which  bind  us  together  as  a  people. 

It  is  not  strange,  however  much  it  may  be  regretted,  that  such  an  exu- 
berance of  enterprise  should  cause  some  individuals  16  mistake  change 
for  progress,  and  the  invasion  of  the  rights  of  others  for  national  prowess 
and  glory.  The  former  are  constantly  agitating  for  some  change  in  the 
organic  law,  or  urging  new  and  untried  theories  of  human  rights.  The 
latter  are  ever  ready  to  engage  in  any  wild  crusade  against  a  neighboring ' 
people,  regardless  of  the  justice  of  the  enterprise,  and  without  looking  at 
the  fatal  consequences  to  ourselves  and  to  the  cause  of  popular  govern- 
ment. Such  expeditions,  however,  are  often  stimulated  by  mercenary 
individuals,  who  expect  to  share  the  plunder  or  profit  of  the  enterprise, 
without  exposing  themselves  to  danger,  and  are  led  on  by  some  irrespon- 
sible foreigner,  who  abases  the  hospitality  of  our  own  government,  by 
seducing  the  young  and  ignorant  to  join  in  his  scheme  of  personal  ambi- 
tion or  revenge,  under  the  false  and  delusive  pretence  of  extending  the 
area  of  freedom.  These  reprehensible  aggressions  but  retard  the  true 
progress  of  our  nation,  and  tarnish  its  fair  fame.  They  should,  therefore, 
receive  the  indignant  frowns  of  every  good  citizen  who  sincerely  loves 
his  country  and  takes  a  pride  in  its  prosperity  and  honor. 

Our  constitution,  though  not  perfect,  is  doubtless  the  best  that  ever  was 
formed.  Therefore,  let  every  proposition  to  change  it  be  well  weighed, 
and,  if  found  beneficial,  cautiously  adopted.  Every  patriot  will  rejoice  to 
see  its  authority  so  exerted  as  to  advance  the  prosperity  andv  honor  of  the 
nation,  while  he  w;ll  watch  with  jealousy  any  attempt  to  mutilate  this 
charter  of  our  liberties,  or  pervert  its  powers  to  acts  of  aggression  or 
injustice.  Thus  shall  conservatism  and  progress  blend  their  harmonious 
action  in  preserving  the  form  and  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  at  the 
same  time  carry  forward  the  great  improvements  of  the  country,  with  a 
rapidity  and  energy  which  freemen  only  can  display. 

In  closing  this,  my  last  annual  communication,  permit  me,  fellow-citi- 
zens, to  congratulate  you  on  the  prosperous  condition  of  our  beloved 
country.  Abroad  its  relations  with  all  foreign  powers  are  friendly,  its 
rights  are  respected,  and  its  high  place  in  the  family  of  nations  cheerfully 
recognised.  At  home  we  enjoy  an  amount  of  happiness,  public  and  pri- 
vate, which  has  probably  never  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  other  people. 
Besides  affording  to  our  own  citizens  a  degree  of  prosperity,  of  which 
on  so  large  a  scale  I  know  of  no  other  instance,  our  country  is  annually 
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affording  a  refuge  and  a  home  to  multitudes,  altogether  without  example, 
from  the  Old  World. 

We  owe  these  blessings,  under  Heaven,  to  the  happy  constitution  and 
government  which  were  bequeathed  to  us  by  our  fathers,  and  which  it  is 
our  sacred  duty  to  transmit  in  all  their  integrity  to  our  children.  We 
must  all  consider  it  a  great  distinction  and  privilege  to  have  been  chosen 
by  the  people  to  bear  a  part  in  the  administration  of  such  a  government. 
Called  by  an  unexpected  dispensation  to  its  highest  trust  at  a  season  of 
embarrassment  and  alarm,  I  entered  upon  its  arduous  duties  with  extreme 
diffidence.  I  claim  only  to  have  discharged  them  to  the  best  of  an  humble 
ability,  with  a  single  eye  to  the  public  good ;  and  it  is  with  devout  grati- 
tude, in  retiring  from  office,  that  I  leave  the  country  in  a  state  of  peace 
apd  prosperity. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 
January  17,  1853. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  TRANSMIT,  herewith,  a  communication  lately  received  at  the  depart- 
ment of  state  from  the  minister  of  her  most  catholic  majesty,  accompanied 
by  a  letter  of  instructions  from.the  Spanish  government  relative  to  the  case 
.of  the  "  Amistad."  In  Mr.  Calderon's  communication  reference  is  had  to 
former  letters  addressed  by  him  to  the  department  of  state  on  the  same 
subject,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted,  and  an  earnest  wish  is 
expressed  that  a  final  settlement  of  this  long-pending  claim  should  be 
made.  The  tone  of  the  letter  of  instructions  from  Mr.  Manuel  Bertran  de 
Lis  is  somewhat  more  peremptory  than  could  be  wished ;  but  this  circum- 
stance will  not  probably  prevent  Congress  from  giving  his  suggestions 
the  attention  to  which  they  may  be  entitled. 

The  claim  of  the  Spanish  government,  on  behalf  of  its  subjects  interested 
in  the  "  Amistad,"  was  the  subject  of  discussion  during  the  administration 
of  President  Tyler,  between  the  Spanish  minister  and  Mr.  Webster,  then 
secretary  of  state.  In  ah  elaborate  letter  of  the  latter,  addressed  to  the 
Chevalier  d'Argais  on  the  1st  of  September  1841,  the  opinion  is  confi- 
dently maintained  that  the  claim  is  unfounded.  The  administration  of 
President  Polk  took  a  different  view  of  the  matter.  The  justice  of  the 
claim  was  recognised  in  a  letter  from  the  department  of  state  to  the  Span- 
ish minister,  of  the  19th  of  March,  1847;  and  in  his  annual  message  of 
the  same  year  the  president  recommended  its  payment. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  attention  of  Congress  is  again  invited 
to  the  subject.  Respect  to  the  Spanish  government  demands  that  its 
urgent  representations  should  bo  candidly  and  impartially  weighed.  If 
Congress  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  claim  is  just,  every  consideration 
points  to  the  propriety  of  its  prompt  recognition  and  payment ;  and  if  the 
two  houses  should  come  to  the  opposite  conclusion,  it  is  equally  desirable 
that  the  result  should  be  announced  without  unnecessary  delay. 
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SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
January  18,  1853. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

I  HAVE  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  report  from  the  secretary  of 
the  interior,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  efforts  of  that  department  to 
induce  the  Indians  remaining  in  Florida  to  migrate  to  the  country  assigned 
to  their  tribe,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  have  been  entirely  unsuccessful. 
The  only  alternative  that  now  remains  is,  either  to  compel  them  by  force 
to  comply  with  the  treaty  made  with  the  tribe  in  May,  1832,  by  which 
they  agreed  to  migrate  within  three  years  from  that  date,  or  to  allow  the 
arrangement  made  with  them  in  1842,  referred  to  in  the  secretary's  report, 
by  which  they  were  permitted  to  remain  in  the  temporary  occupancy  of 
a  portion  of  the  peninsula  until  the  government  should  see  fit  to  remove 
them,  to  continue. 

It  can  not  be  denied  that  the  withholding  of  so  large  a  portion  of  her 
territory  from  settlement  is  a  serious  injury  to  the  state  of  Florida ;  and 
although,  ever  since  the  arrangement  above  referred  to,  the  Indians  have 
manifested  a  desire  to  remain  at  peace  with  the  whites,  the  presence  of 
a  people  who  may  at  any  time,  and  upon  any  real  or  fancied  provocation, 
be  driven  to  acts  of  hostility,  is  a  source  of  constant  anxiety  and  alarm  to 
the  inhabitants  on^that  border. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  also,  that  the  welfare-  of  the  Indians  would  be 
promoted  by  their  removal  from  a  territory  where  frequent  collisions 
between  them  and  their  more  powerful  neighbors  are  daily  becoming  more 
inevitable. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  any  manifes- 
tation of  a  design  to  remove  them  by  force,  or  to  take  possession  of  the 
territory  allotted  to  them,  would  be  immediately  retaliated  by  acts  of 
cruelty  on  the  defenceless  inhabitants. 

The  number  of  Indians  now  remaining  in  the  state  is,  it  is  true,  very 
inconsiderable  (not' exceeding,  it  is  believed,  five  hundred);  but,  owing 
to  the  great  extent  of  the  country  occupied  by  them,  and  its  adaptation 
to  their  peculiar  mode  of  warfare,  a  force  very  disproportioned  to  their 
numbers  would  be  hecessary  to  capture  or  expel  them,  or  even  to  protect 
the  white  settlements  from  their  incursions.  The  military  force  now  sta- 
tioned in  that  state  would  be  inadequate  to  these  objects ;  and  if  it  should 
be  determined  to  enforce  their  removal,  or  to  survey  the  territory  allotted 
to  them,  some  additions  to  it  would  be  necessary,  as  the  government  nas 
but  a  small  force  available  for  that  service.  Additional  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  army  would  also,  in  that  event,  be  necessary. 

For  these  reasons  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  submit  the  whole  matter 
to  Congress  for  such  action  as  they  may  deem  best. 
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SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 

February  7,  1853. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives :    ' 

Hating,  in  my  message  to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
adverted  to  the  pending  negotiations  between  this  government  and  that  of 
Great  Britain  relative  to  the  fisheries  and  commercial  reciprocity  with 
the  British  American  provinces,  I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  Congress, 
the  accompanying  report  from  the  department  of  state  on  the  present  state 
of  the  negotiations,  and  I  respectfully  Invite  the  attention  of  the  two  houses 
to  the  suggestion  in  the  latter  part  of  the  report. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 

February  18,  1853. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  state,  embodying  the  sub- 
stance of  recent  communications  made  by  the  minister  of  her  Britannic 
Majesty  to  the  department  of  state,  on  the  subject  of  the  inter-oceanic 
canal,  by  the  Nicaragua  route,  which  formed  the  chief  object  of  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  of  the  19th  April,  1850,  and 
the  relations  of  Great  Britain  to  the  protectorate  of  Mosquito,  which  she 
expresses  herself  desirous  of  relinquishing  on  terms  consistent  with  her 
honorable  engagements  to  the  Indians  of  that  name. 

In  consequence  of  these  communications,  and  other  considerations,  sta- 
ted in  the  report,  it  is  deemed  advisable  by  the  department  that  our  diplo- 
matic relations  with  the  states  of  Central  America  should  be  placed  on  a 
higher  and  more  efficient  footing,  and  this  measure  meets  my  approbation. 
The  whole  subject  is  one  of  so  much  delicacy  and  importance  that  I  should 
have  preferred,  so  near  the  close  of  my  administration,  not  to  make  it  the 
subject  of  an  executive  communication.  But,  inasmuch  as  the  measure 
proposed  can  not,  even  if  deemed  expedient  by  my  successor,  take  effect 
for  near  a  twelvemonth,  unless  an  appropriation  is  made  by  this  Congress, 
I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  submit  the  report  of  the  department  to  the  two 
houses.  The  importance  of  the  measure  seemed  to  require  an  exposition 
somewhat  in  detail  of  the  grounds  on  which  it  is  recommended. 
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Os  Wednesday,  July  10th,  1850,  Millard  Fillmore — who  had  been 
elected  vice-president  in  1848,  having  acceded  to  the  presidency  in 
consequence  of  the  death  of  President  Taylor  the  previous  night,  viz., 
9th  of  July — transmitted  to  both  houses  of  Congress  the  following  mes- 


"  Fellow- Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: — 

"I  have  to  perform  the  melancholy  duty  of  announcing  to. you  that  it 
has  pleased  Almighty  Grod  to  remove  from  this  life  Zachary  Taylor,  late 
president  of  the  United  States.  He  deceased  last  evening,  at  the  hour 
of  half-past  ten  o'clock,  in  the  midst  of  his  family,  and  surrounded  by 
affectionate  friends,  calmly  and  in  the  full  possession  of  all  his  faculties. 
Among  his  last  words  were  these,  which  he  uttered  with  emphatic  dis- 
tinctness :  *  I  have  always  done  my  duty — I  am  ready  to  die — my  only 
regret  is  for  the  friends  I  leave  behind  me.' 

"  Having  announced  to  you,  fellow-citizens,  this  most  afflicting  bereave- 
ment, and  assuring  you  that  it  has  penetrated  no  heart  with  deeper  grief 
than  mine,  it  remains  for  me  to  say,  that  I  propose  this  day,  at  12  o'clock, 
in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives,  in  the  presence  of  both  houses 
of  Congress,  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  -by  the  constitution,  to  enable 
me  to  enter  on  the  execution  of  the  office  which  this  event  has  devolved 
on  me.  <<  Millard  Fillmore." 

"Washington,  /«Zy  10,  1850." 

"  FelloW' Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : — 

"  A  great  man  has  fallen  among  us,  and  a  whole  country  is  called  to  an 
occasion  of  unexpected,  deep,  and  general  mourning. 

"  I  recommend  to  the  two  houses  of  Congress  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  in  their  discretion  may  seem  proper,  to  perform  with  due  solemnities 
the  funeral  obsequies  of  Zachary  Taylor,  late  president  of  the  United 
States ;  and  thereby  to  signify  the  great  and  affectionate  regard  of  the 
American  people  for  the  memory  of  one  whose  life  has  been  devoted  to 
the  public  service  ;  whose  career  in  arms  has  not  been  surpassed  in  use- 
fuluess  or  brilliancy ;  who  has  been  so  recently  raised  by  the  unsolicited 
voice  of  the  people  to  the  highest  civil  authority  in  the  government  which 
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he  administered  with  so  much  honor  and  advantage  to  his  country ;  and 
by  whose  sudden  death  bo  many  hopes  of  future  usefuhiess  have  been 
blighted  for  ever. 

"  To  you,  senators  and  representatives  of  a  nation  in  tears,  I  can  say 
nothing  which  can  alleviate  the  sorrow  with  which  you  are  oppressed. 
I  appeal  to  you  to  aid  me,  under  the  trying  circumstances  which  sur- 
round me,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  from  which,  however  much  I 
may  be  oppressed  by  them,  I  dare  not  shrink ;  and  I  rely  upon  him  who 
holds  in  his  hands  the  destinies  of  nations,  to  endow  me  with  the  requisite 
strength  for  the  task,  and  to  avert  from  our  country  the  evils  apprehended 
from  the  heavy  calamity  which  has  befallen  us. 

'*  I  shall  most  readily  concur  in  whatever  measures  the  wisdom  of  the 
two  houses  may  suggest,  as  befitting  this  deeply  melancholy  occasion. 

"Millard  Fillmore. 

"Washington,  July  10,  1850." 

After  this  message  was  read  in  -the  senate,  Mr.  Downs,  of  Louisiana, 
offered  resolutions  appointing  a  committee  of  arrangement  for  the  funeral, 
on  the  part  of  the  senate ;  and  accompanied  the  introduction  of  the  same 
with  a  eulogy  upon  the  deceased  president.  Messrs.  Webster,  Cass, 
Pearce,  King,  and  Berrien,  followed  in  appropriate  remarks,  after  which 
the  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted.  In  the  house  similar  resolu- 
tions were  adopted,  being  offered  by  Mr.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana,  who 
addressed  the  house  on  the  subject  of  the  life  and  character  of  General 
Taylor,  and  was  responded  to  by  Messrs.  Winthrop,  of  Massachusetts, 
Baker,  of  Illinois,  Bayly,  of  Virginia,  Hiiliard,  of  Alabama,  M'Lane,  of 
Maryland,  and  Marshall,  of  Kentucky. 

The  following  day  the  committee  of  arrangements  for  the  funeral,  which 
was  fi^ed  for  Saturday,  the  13th  of  July,  made  their  report  to  both  houses. 
Mr.  Underwood,  of  Kentucky,  made  a  few  eloquent  remarks  in  the  sen- 
ate, expressive  of  deep  sympathy  for  the  nation's  loss,  and  of  respect  and 
admiration  for  the  character  of  General  Taylor.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster, the  report  of  the  committee  of  arrangements  for  the  funeral  was  con- 
curred in.  A  similar  report  was  made  in  the  house  of  representatives,  by 
Mr.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana,  one  of  the  joint  committee,  and  adopted.  The 
military  and  naval  arrangements  of  the  funeral  were  placed  under  the 
direction  of  Major- General  Scott,  and  Commodore  Warrington,  the  senior 
naval  officer  present  in  Washington. 

The  funeral  of  General  Taykr  was  attended  by  the  members  of  both 
houses  of  Congress,  the  president,  and  other  public  officers,  the  army  and 
naval  officers  in  Washington,  and  citizens  and  strangers,  on  the  13th  of 
July.  On  the  15th  of  July,  the  following  joint  resolution  of  condolence 
with  the  widow  of  General  Taylor,  was  unanimously  adopted  by  both 
houses. 

^*  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress 
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assembled,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the  proceeding  of  the  two  houses  on  the  10th  inst.,  in 
relation  to  the  death  of  the  late  president  of  the  United  States,  to  Mrs. 
Margaret  Taylor,  and  to  assure  her  of  the  profound  respect  of  the  two 
houses  of  Congress  for  her  person  and  character,  and  of  their  sincere 
condolence  on  the  late  afflicting  dispensation  of  Providence.** 

The  president  nominated  the  following  gentlemen  to  compose  the  cabi- 
net of  the  new  administration,  who  were  immediately  confirmed  by  the 
senate,  and  entered  on  their  respective  duties  :  Daniel  Webster,  of  Mas- 
sachnsetts,  secretary  of  state ;  Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio,  secretary  of  the 
treasury ;  Charles  M.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana,  secretary  of  war ;  William 
A.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  secretary  of  the  navy ;  Alexander  H.  H. 
Stuart,  of  Virginia,  secretary  of  the  interior ;  Nathan  K.  Hall,  of  New 
York,  postmaster-general ;  John  J.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  attorney- 
general.  The  annoimcement  of  these  names  as  members  of  the  cabinet 
of  Mr.  Fillmore  was  generally  favorably  received  throughout  the  nation, 
and  inspired  the  people  with  confidence  in  the  administration. 

A  message  from  President  Fillmore  was  received  in  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives on  the  6th  of  August,  with  regard  to  the  difficulties  with 
Texas,  and  transmitting  a  letter  from  Governor  Bell,  of  that  state,  in  which 
he  complained  of  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Monroe,  civil  and  military  gov- 
ernor of  New  Mexico.  By  direction  of  the  president,  Mr.  Webster  replied 
to  the  letter  of  Governor  Bell,  explaining  the  course  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  and  recalling  the  circumstances  of  the  case  as  they 
existed  under  the  military  government  established  by  the  late  president 
Polk,  It  was  shown  by  Mr.  Webster  that  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  over  New  Mexico  was  the  result  of  conquest,  and  the  possession 
was  that  of  a  military  character.  The  military  government  existed  there 
of  inevitable  necessity,  as  much  against  the  will  of  the  executive  as 
against  the  will  of  the  people.  The  late  president  Taylor  thought,  that 
under  these  circumstances  it  was  justifiable  in  the  people  of  the  territory 
to  form  a  constitution  without  previous  authority  from  Congress,  and  there- 
upon apply  for  admission  as  a  state.  It  was  under  such  a  state  of  things 
and  such  opinions,  that  the  order  of  November,  1849,  was  given.  This 
order  indicates  no  boundary,  and  defines  no  territory,  except  by  the  name 
of  New  Mexico.  And  so  far  as  that  indicated  anything,  it  referred  to 
a  known  territory,  organized  under  military  authority,  approved  by  the 
executive,  and  left  without  remonstrance  or  alteration  by  Congress  for 
more  than  three  years.  The  president  disavows  any  intention  to  assume 
the  authority  to  settle  the  boundary  dispute  between  New  Mexico  and 
Texas.  It  had  been  shown  that  Colonel  Monroe  could  have  had  no  in- 
tention of  this  kind,  and  that  his  aid  was  merely  given  to  assist  the  people 
in  forming  a  state  constitution,  to  be  afterward  presented  for  approval  to 
Congress,    The  constitution  of  New  Mexico  could  have  no  legal  validity 
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until  it  was  recognised  by  the  law-making  power  of  die  goyemment  o( 
the  United  States. 

The  object  of  the  executive  goyemment,  Mr.  Webster  remarked,  had 
been,  and  was  then,  to  secure  the  peace  of  the  countrj ;  to  maiatain,  atf 
ffir  as  practicable,  the  state  of  things  existing  at  the  date  of  the  treaty ; 
and  to  uphold  the  rights  of  the  respectiye  parties  until  they  could  be  set* 
tied  by  competent  authority. 

When  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of  the  slaye-^trade  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  was  under  discussion  in  the  senate,  on  the  10th  of  September, 
the  other  compromise  measures  having  been  adopted,  as  we  have  stated, 
Mr.  Seward,  of  New  York,  moved  an  amendment,  "  That  slavery  in  the 
district  be  entirely  abrogated :  that  its  abolition  depend  on  the  vote  of  the 
of  the  inhabitants ;  and  that  in  case,  on  such  vote  being  taken,  it  should 
be  in  favor  of  emancipation,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  be 
appropriated  to  pay  the  owners  of  the  slaves  for  whatever  loss  they  may 
suffer."  A  brief  debate  took  place  on  the  amendment,  which,  on  the 
following  day,  Mr.  Seward  desired  to  withdraw,  but  objection  being  made, 
it  was  put  to  the  vote  and  i:ejected,  yeas  5,  nays  45.  The  bill  finally 
passed  the  senate  substantially  as  reported,  33  to  19,  and  on  the  following 
day  passed  the  house  of  representatives,  125  to  49. 

Besides  the  compromise  measures  referred  to,  bpt  few  acts  of  public 
interest  were  passed  by  the  thirty-first  Congress,  at  this  first  and  long  ses- 
sion of  ten  months ;  among  them  were  acts  authorizing  the  negotiation  of 
treaties  with  Indian  tribes  in  Oregon ;  to  increase  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
army ;  to  reduce  the  minimum  price  of  the  mineral  lands  in  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin ;  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the 
states  of  Illinois,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  from  Chicago  to  Mobile ;  providing  for  the  taking  of  the  seventh 
and  subsequent  censuses  of  the  United  States,  and  to  fix  the  number  of 
the  members  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  to  provide  for  their  future 
apportionment  among  the  several  states  ;  several  acts  relating  to  Califor- 
nia ;  making  appropriations  for  lighthouses,  light-boats,  <&c. ;  making 
appropriations  for  public  buildings  in  the  territories  of  Minnesota  and 
Oregon ;  establishing  a  territorial  government  for  Utah ;  making  appropri- 
ations for  fortifications ;  granting  bounty  lands  to  certain  officers  and  sol* 
diers  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States ; 
joint  resolutions  authorizing  the  president  to  accept  and  attach  to  the  navy 
two  vessels  offered  by  Henry  Grinnell,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  to  be  sent  to 
the  Arctic  seas  in  search  of  Sir  John  Franklin  and  his  companions; 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  manuscript  farewell  address  of  George 
Washington.  The  last  resolution  proved  inefifectual,  as  the  manuscript  of 
Washington's  farewell  address  was  sold  at  auction,  in  Philadelphia,  and 
purchased  by  James  Lenox,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  for  $2,300,  a  price  ex* 
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eeeding  liiat  which  the  libraiy  committee  of  Congress  felt  justified  in 
paying  for  the  same. 

The  second  session  of  the  31st  Congress  commenced  on  Monday,  the 
2d  oi  December,  1850,  and  terminated  with  the  expiration  of  their  term, 
at  noon  of  the  4th  of  March,  1851.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  time 
of  this  short  term  was  taken  up  in  unprofitable  discussions  on  various 
subjects,  and  many  important  bills  which  were  matured  by  the  committees 
of  the  two  houses  remained  to  be  acted  upon  the  last  two  weeks  of  the 
session.  The  consequence  was  the  failure  of  many  measures  in  which 
much  interest  was  felt  by  the  public.  Some  of  these  bills  were  lost 
through  the  pressure  of  business  and  want  of  time ;  others  through  the 
violence  of  opposition  to  the  bills..  Among  the  latter. was  the  river  and 
harbor  apprc^riation  bill,  which  involved  principles  always  disputed  by 
that  portion  of  the  democratic  party  who  adhered  to  the  strictest  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution,  as  particularly  set  forth  in  the  veto  message  of  the 
late  president  Polk,  and  some  of  his  predecessors,  denying  to  the  national 
government  full  powers  to  construct  works  of  internal  improvement,  or 
those  works  deemed  of  local  character.  A  majority  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives had  passed  a  bill  making  appropriations  on  a  liberal  scale, 
for  the  improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors,  but  it  was  defeated  in  the 
senate  on  the  last  night  of  the  session,  although  a  majority  of  that  body 
were  favorable  to.  the  measure,  by  the  pertinacity  and  tact  of  the  opposi- 
tion, in  preventing  a  direct  vote  upon  the  bill.  A  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  French  spoliations  on  American  commerce  previous  to  the  year 
1800,  was  also  lost ;  likewise  a  joint  resolution  creating  the  grade  of  lieu- 
tenant-general in  the  army,  intended  in  honor  of  Major-General  Scott,  for 
his  long  military  career  in  the  service  of  the  country. 

Among  the  most  important  bills  passed  were  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
appropriation  bill ;  the  army  and  navy  appropriation  bills  ;  a  bill  establish- 
ing new  postoffices  and  post-routes ;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  light- 
houses ;  an  act  to  divide  the  district  of  Arkansas  into  two  judicial  dis- 
tricts ;  an  act  to  reduce  and  modify  the  rates  of  postage,  by  which  the 
rates  of  postage  on  single  letters  were  reduced  to  three  cents  on  all  pre- 
paid letters ;  and  five  cents  if  not  prepaid,  on  all  distances  under  3,000 
miles ;  and  double  those  rates  for  distances  exceeding  3,000  miles.  A 
similar  reduction  was  made  by  the  bill,  in  the  postage  of  newspapers  and 
periodicals.  Acts  also  passed,  to  amend  the  regulations  for  the  appraisement 
of  merchandise  imported ;  to  ascertain  and  settle  private  land  claims  in 
California ;  to  found  a  military  asylum  for  the  relief  and  support  of  invalid 
and  disabled  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States ;  joint  resolutions 
for  the  appointment  of  regents  of  the  Smithsonian  institution ;  directing 
the  distribution  of  the  works  of  Alexander  Hamilton  (printed  from  papers 
previously  purchased  by  Congress) ;  and  one  authorizing  the  president  tiC 
send  a  government  vessel  to  the  Mediterranean  to  bring  Kossuth,  the 
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Hungarian  general,  and  other  exiles  among  his  countrymen,  to  the  United 
States. 

Thus  terminated  the  labors  of  the  thirtyrfirst  Congress,  which,  during 
Its  official  term,  had  been  more  days  in  session  than  any  preceding 
Congress  since  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  The  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  times,  and  the  agitation  of  questions  of  vital  interest, 
caused  the  consumption  of  much  of  the  time  of  each  session ;  but  several 
highly  important  measures  were  settled,  after  arduous  debates,  tending  to 
the  perpetuity  of  the  Union  and  the  national  prosperity. 

The  first  session  of  the  thirty-second  Congress  commenced  at  Wash- 
ington, on  Monday,  the  first  of  December,  1851,  and  continued  until  the 
thirtieth  of  August,  1852 — a  period  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-three 
days.  There  was  a  decided  majority  of  members  in  both  branches 
opposed  to  the  whig  administration.  In  the  senate,  thirty-six  of  the 
sixty-two  members  were  of  the  democratic  party ;  and  in  the  house  of 
representatives,  there  were  one  hundred  and  forty  democrats  to  eighty- 
eight  whigs,  and  five  free-soilers,  or  those  opposed  to  slavery  in  the  new 
territories.  The  senators  assembled  at  the  hour  of  twelve,  meridian,  and 
a  quorum  being  present,  the  president  pro  tern,  William  R.  King,  called 
the  senate  to  order,  and  after  devotional  exercises,  the  credentials  of  new 
senators  were  presented.  The  house  of  representatives  was  called  to 
order  also  at  twelve  o'clock,  by  Richard  M.  Young,  clerk  of  the  last 
house,  and  two  hundred  and  eighteen  members  answered  to  their  names. 
On  voting  for  speaker,  Linn  Boyd,  a  democratic  member  from  Kentucky, 
was  chosen  on  the  first  trial,  having  received  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
votes,  against  ninety-five  for  all  others.  John  W.  Forney  (democrat),  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  chosen  clerk  on  the  first  vote,  by  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  against  eighty-eight  for  all  others. 

On  the  following  day  the  president's  message  was  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress. It  presented  a  favorable  view  of  the  condition  of  the  country,  and 
its  affairs  domestic  and  foreign.  Allusion  having  been  made  in  the  message 
to  the  resolution  of  Congress  authorizing  the  president  to  employ  a  public 
vessel  to  convey  to  this  country,  from  their  exile  in  Turkey,  Louis  Kossuth, 
late  governor  of  Hungary,  and  his  associates,  and  they  having  arrived  in 
the  United  States,  Mr.  Foote,  of  Mississippi,  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
in  the  senate,  to  provide  for  the  reception  and  entertainment  of  Kossuth  at 
the  metropolis  of  the  Union.  A  joint  resolution  was  subsequently  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Seward,  a  senator  from  New  York ;  which,  after  much 
discussion,  was  adopted  by  a  large  vote.  It  was  in  the  following  words  : 
'*  That  Congress,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  give  Louis  Kossuth  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  capital  and  the 
country."  The  objections  urged  against  this  resolutioh  were,  that  no 
foreigner  but  Lafayette  had  ever  received  so  exalted  an  honor  as  a 
national  welcome,  and  that  he  had  peculiar  claims  on  this  nation,  which 
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were  wanting  in  the  case  of  Kossuth ;  that  this  measure  was  ai^ainst  all 
international  precedent;  that  it  wou]d  embroil  us  with  several  of  the  Euro* 
pean  powers,  with  whom  we  were  now  on  peaceful  terms  ;  and  that  non- 
interference with  transatlantic  dissensions  was  the  fundamental  principle 
of  our  national  policy,  solemnly  established  by  precedents  in  the  adminis- 
trations of  Washington  and  Madison.  It  was  further  contended,  that  the 
cause  of  free  institutions  abroad  was  more  truly  fostered  by  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  than  it  could  ever  be  by  the  most 
successful  war.  The  advocates  of  the  resolution  urged  that  the  govern- 
ment had  committed  the  country  in  this  matter,  by  placing  a  national 
vessel  at  the  service  of  Kossuth,  and  the  welcome  was  biit  the  consum- 
mation of  the  invitation.  The  measure  finally  passed  both  houses  by 
large  majorities. 

According  to  the  accepted  offer  of  the  United  States  government  to 
convey  the  Hungarian  exiles  to  this  country,  the  United  States  steamship 
Mississippi  had  in  September,  1851,  sailed  from  Constantinople  through  the 
Dardanelles.  A  Turkish  frigate  also  left  her  moorings  in  the  Bosphorus 
for  the  port  of  Gemlik,  where  Kossuth  and  his  comrades,  who  had  been 
under  the  protection  of  Turkey  at  Kutaya,  were  to  embark.  They  were 
received  with  due  honor  on  board  of  the  United  States  ship,  which 
immediately  sailed  for  Marseilles.  Being  refused  a  passage  through 
France,  by  the  French  government,  Kossuth  remained  on  board  the 
steamer  until  she  reached  Gibraltar.  Being  determined  to  make  a 
hasty  visit  to  England,  he  left  the  American  ship,  and  proceeded  to 
Southampton  in  an  English  steamer.  Having  received  a  cordial  wel- 
come from  the  people  of  several  parts  of  England,  Kossuth  embarked  for 
the  United  States  in  the  steamer  Humboldt,  and  arrived  in  the  harbor 
of  New  York  on  the  5th  of  December,  1851.  A  public  reception  was 
given  him  by  the  people  of  Staten  Island  ;  and  on  the  6th,  which  was 
selected  by  the  authorities  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  celebrate  his  arri- 
val, and  make  a  great  demonstration  of  American  sympathy  and  respect, 
he  made  his  entry  into  the  city,  amid  a  vast  concourse  of  people  assem- 
bled to  welcome  him,  and  attended  by  a  grand  military  and  civic  proces- 
sion. His  address  on  the  occasion  was  remarkable  for  its  bold  and  dig- 
nified sentiments,  and  for  the  highest  order  of  eloquence.  He  remained 
for  some  days  in  New  York  as  the  guest  of  the  city ;  and  on  the  11th  of 
December  a  banquet  was  given  him  by  the  common  council,  when  he 
made  an  elaborate  speech,  vindicating  his  appeal  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  in  behalf  of  Hungary.  His  profound  knowledge  of  Ameri- 
can institutions  and  the  foreign  policy  of  this  country,  and  the  facility  with 
which  he  spoke  the  English  language,  so  recently  acquired  by  him,  with 
the  fascinating  style  of  his  eloquence,  amazed  and  delighted  the  immense 
audience  assembled  on  the  occasion.  Various  other  entertainments  were 
given  him  in  the  city,  and  deputations  of  citizens  of  different  classes,  and 
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from  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  waited  on  him  with  their  wel- 
come. The  circumstances  attending  the  reception  of  Kossuth  constituted 
one  of  the  most  extraordinary  spectacles  the  New  World  had  ever  yet 
beheld.  And  it  was  not  merely  the  more  inflammable  portions  of  the 
community  that  felt  the  strange  fascination  excited  by  the  Hungarian 
chief;  but  the  very  classes  that  are  usually  the  most  conservative,  the 
most  skeptical  of  popular  judgment,  and  the  quickest  to  endeavor  to  check 
the  popular  favor,  were  the  foremost  in  hailing  Kossuth  as  the  prominent 
hero  of  revolutionary  Europe,  and  the  most  eloquent  orator  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  The  first  check  to  this  enthusiasm  was  visible  in  the 
senate  of  the  United  States.  The  essential  constitutional  function  of  this 
body  is  to  prevent  great  national  questions  from  being  carried  by  accla- 
mation ;  and  from  this  quarter  first  proceeded  the  caution  to  the  nation, 
not  to  let  their  sympathies  with  the  oppressed  people  of  the  Old  World 
hurry  them  into  useless  contentions  with  their  rulers.  There  was  also  a 
disposition  in  the  president  and  cabinet  to  repress  the  public  enthusiasm 
in  favor  of  Kossuth,  by  giving  him  a  formal  and  somewhat  cool  reception, 
and  by  discountenancing  all  efforts  to  commit  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  the  cause  of  Hungary,  by  interfering  in  her  favor  against 
Austria.  After  public  receptions  and  addresses  at  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore,  Kossuth  proceeded  to  Washington,  where  he  was  received 
by  two  of  the  senators  and  the  United  States  marshal  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.  He  was  shortly  afterward  waited  upon  by  Mr.  Webster,  sec- 
retary of  state,  and  by  prominent  members  of  Congress.  On  the  31st  of 
December  he  was  presented  to  the  president  by  Secretary  Webster,  and 
Senators  Seward  aud  Shields.  M.  Kossuth  read  a  short  address  to  the 
president,  in  which  he  expressed  his  gratitude  for  himself,  his  associates, 
and  his  country,  for  the  encouragement  and  sympathy  shown  by  our 
government  toward  the  Hungarian  cause. 

The  reply  of  President  Fillmore  was  as  follows :  "  I  am  happyj  Gov- 
ernor Kossuth,  to  welcome  you  to  this  land  of  freedom ;  and  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  congratulate  you  upon  your  release  from  a  long  confinement 
in  Turkey,  and  your  safe  arrival  here.  As  an  individual,  I  sympathized 
deeply  with  you  in  your  brave  struggle  for  the  independence  and  freedom 
of  your  native  land.  The  American  people  can  never  be  indifierent  to 
such  a  contest ;  but  our  policy  as  a  nation,  in  this  respect,  has  been  uni- 
form from  the  commencement  of  our  government ;  and  my  own  views, 
as  the  chief  executive  magistrate  of  this  nation,  are  fully  and  freely 
expressed  in  my  recent  message  to  Congress,  to  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  allude.  They  are  the  same,  whether  speaking  to  Congress 
here,  or  to.  the  nations  of  Europe. 

**  Should  your  country  be  restored  to  independence  and  freedom,  I 
should  then  wish  you,  as  the  greatest  blessing  you  could  enjoy,  a  restora- 
tion to  your  native  land :  but,  should  that  never  happen,  I  can  only  repeat 
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my  welcome  to  you  and  your  companions  here,  and  pray  that  God's 
blessing  may  rest  upon  you  wherever  your  lot  may  be  cast." 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1852,  M.  Kossuth  was  introduced  to  the  sen» 
ate.  He  entered  the  senate-chamber  accompanied  by  Senators  Cass 
and  Seward,  and' leaning  upon  the  arm  of  Senator  Shields,  who  said: 
"  Mr.  President,  we  have  the  honor  to  announce  Louis  Kossuth  to  the 
senate  of  the  United  States."  The  president  of  the  senate  then  invited 
the  distinguished  guest  to  a  seat  placed  in  front  of  the  secretary's  desk. 
The  senate  then  adjourned,  and  the  senators  came  forward  and  were 
introduced  to  M.  Kossuth  by  Messrs.  Seward  and  Shields.  On  the  same 
day,  the  resolution  inviting  M.  Kossuth  to  the  house  of  representatives 
was  passed  by  that  body,  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  to 
fifty-four.  On  the  second  day  following  (January  5),  the  introduction 
took  place,  with  the  same  ceremonies  as  in  the  senate.  M.  Kossuth, 
escorted  by  the  conmiittee  of  reception  and  followed  by  his  suite,  entered 
the  hall,  and  advanced  up  the  aisle  in  front  of  the  speaker,  the  members 
of  the  house  generally  rising  to  receive  him.  Mr.  Carttec,  of  Ohio, 
chairman  of  the  committee,  said :  — "  Mr.  Speaker :  We  have  the  honor 
to  present  Governor  Louis  Kossuth  to  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States."  The  speaker  said  :  "  As  the  organ  of  this  body,  I  have 
the  honor  to  extend  to  Louis  Kossuth  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States."  To  which  Kossuth  replied:  — 
"  Sir :  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  in  the  history  of  mankind,  that  while, 
through  all  the  past,  honors  were  bestowed  upon  glory,  and  glory  was 
attached  only  to  success,  the  legislative  authorities  of  this  great  republic 
bestow  the  highest  honors  upon  a  persecuted  exile,  not  conspicuous  by 
glory  nor  favored  by  success,  but  engaged  in  a  just  cause.  There  is  a 
triumph  of  republican  principles  in  this  fact.  Sir,  in  my  own  and  my 
country's  name,  I  thank  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States 
for  the  honor  of  this  cordial  welcome." 

M.  Kossuth  was  then  conducted  by  the  committee  to  a  chair  which  had 
been  prepared  for  him,  and  the  house  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
the  members  an  opportunity  to  pay  their  respects  to  him.  The  represen- 
tatives were  then  presented  by  the  speaker  and  committee  of  reception  to 
M.  Kossuth ;  as  were  also  the  immense  crowd  of  ladies  and  gentlemen 
who  had  assembled  on  the  occasion.  A  congressional  banquet  was  given 
to  Kossuth,  on  a  subsequent  day,  at  the  National  hotel,  at  which  William 
R.  King,  president  of  the  senate,  presided ;  Kossuth  and  Speaker  Boyd 
being  on  his  right,  and  Daniel  Webster,  secretary  of  state,  on  the  left. 
The  room  was  decorated  with  banners,  &c.,  and  three  hundred  guests, 
including  the  most  prominent  statesmen  from  the  representatives'  hall  to 
the  cabinet,  were  present.  The  speech  of  Kossuth  on  the  occasion  was 
marked  with  his  usual  ability  and  eloquence.  Among  others  who  spoke 
in  reply,  the  secretary  of  state,  Daniel  Webster,  addressed  the  company 
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in  laudation  of  the  guest  of  the  evening,  and  of  the  importance  of  the 
events  attending  Kossuth's  career  to  his  own  country  and  to  this,  and 
proceeded  at  length,  with  his  usual  impressiveness,  to  speak  of  the 
Hungarian  cause — setting  forth  the  peculiar  fitness  of  that  country  for 
an  independent  government — in  the  course  of  which,  he  referred  to  his 
speeches  in  favor  of  Greece,  in  1825,  as  containing  the  sentiments  which 
he  still  held  on^the  question  of  national  inviolability.  Mr.  Webster  con- 
cluded his  remarks  with  the  following  sentiment:  ''Hungarian  inde- 
.pendence  ;  Hungarian  control  of  her  own  destinies ;  and  Hungary  as 
a  distinct  nationality  among  the  nations  of  Europe." 

Before  leaving  Washington  city,  Kossuth  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  expressing  his  gratitude  and  thanks  to  the 
government  and  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  their  kindness  to  him, 
as  the  humble  representative  of  his  country,  from  the  time  when  they 
sent  a  steam-frigate  to  Asia,  in  order  to  restore  him  to  liberty,  to  the 
moment  of  his  official  reception  at  Washington.  These  farewell  thanks 
Kossuth  directed  to  the  president,  with  a  request  to  communicate  his 
'*'  assurance  of  everlasting  gratitude  to  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives." After  his  departure  for  the  west,  the  secretary  of  state, 
Mr.  Webster,  informed  Kossuth,  by  letter,  that  his  request  would  have 
been  complied  with,  if  it  were  consistent  with  the  accepted  form,  and 
suggested  as  more  appropriate  that  his  communication  should  be  made  to 
Congress.  Kossuth  accordingly  sent  from  Cincinnati  a  letter  of , thanks, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  President  Fillmore,  to  the  presiding  officer 
of  both  houses  of  Congress.  In  the  senate,  his  communications  were 
read,  and  after  debate  ordered  to  be  printed.  In  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, the  letter  of  Kossuth  was  received  and  laid  on  the  table.  Various 
resolutions  on  the  subject  of  foreign  intervention  were  submitted  and 
debated  in  both  houses  of  Congress,  but  nothing  important  was  deter- 
mined, except  the  evident  intention  shown  by  Congress  that  the  uniform 
policy  of  the  United  Slates  should  not  be  changed  in  favor  of  Hungary. 
After  visiting  the  western  states  and  various  other  parts  of  the  country, 
Kossuth  returned  to  New  York,  whence  he  embarked  for  England  in 
July,  1852. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1851,  the  Congressional  library,  at  Wash- 
ington, was  mostly  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  whole  capitol  was  in 
imminent  danger  of  sharing  the  same  fate;  About  thirty-five  thousand 
volumes  were  destroyed.  ^The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  was 
about  fifty-five  thousand,  including  the  library  of  Mr.  Jeflferson,  purchased 
by  Congress  after  the  destruction  of  the  public  buildings  by  the  British 
troops  in  1814. '  Many  of  the  books  in  the  Jefferson  library  were  saved. 
Twelve  hundred  bronze  medals,  presented  by  M.  Vattemare,  of  France, 
and  rare  and  valuable  books,  presented  by  foreign  governments,  were 
lost.     The  original  draft  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  forta- 
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nately  saved,  as  were  also  some  of  the  portraits  of  the  presidents  and 
various  medals.  The  books  in  the  adjoining  room  to  the  main  library, 
numbering  twenty  thousand  volumes,  were  saved.  Congress  imn'e- 
diately  appropriated  money  for  repairing  the  capitol,  and  for  the  purchase 
of  books. 

The  amount  of  public  business  accomplished  during  this  long  session 
of  Congress  was  but  small,  a  large  proportion  of  the  time  of  both  houses 
being  taken  up  in  the  discussion  of  abstract  questions  and  controverted 
points,  leading  to  no  definite  results.  The  near  approach  of  another 
presidential  election  evidently  influenced  the  minds  and  actions  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  anxious  for  the  success  of  their  respective  parties  and 
favorites. 

Henry  Clay,  the  distinguished  statesman,  and  one  of  the  senators  from 
Kentucky,  died  at  Washington  on  the  29lh  June,  1852,  aged  seventy-five 
years.  The  proceedings  of  both  branches  of  Congress,  on  the  day  sub- 
sequent to  his  death,  were  of  the  most  impressive  character.  Men  of  all 
parties  forgot  their  differences  of  opinion,  in  their  zeal  to  do  honor  to  the 
memory  of  the  great  statesman,  and  joined  together  in  eulogies  of  truth 
and  sincerity.  Funeral  ceremonies  were  performed,  July  1,  in  the  sen- 
ate, after  which  the  body  was  transferred  to  the  cars,  on  its  journey  to 
Lexington,  Kentucky.  Funereal  honors  were  paid  to  the  memory  of 
Mr.  Clay  throughout  the  United  States. 

Among  the  most  important  public  acts  passed  at  the  first  session  of  the 
thirty-second  Congress,  besides  the  usual  civil,  military,  and  naval  ap- 
propriations, were  the  following :  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
improvement  of  certain  harbors  and  rivers,  these  appropriations  amount- 
ing to  over  two  millions  of  dollars ;  acts  appropriating  two  millions  for 
the  Indian  department ;  one  million  three  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand 
dollars  for  pensions ;  over  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  light- 
houses, &c. ;  and  nearly  two  millions  for  the  transportation  of  the  United 
States  mail  by  ocean  steamers  :  and  a  joint  resolution  appropriating  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  enlargement  of  the  capitol  buildings. 
Acts  also  passed  for  the  establishment  of  a  branch  mint  in  California ;  to 
amend  the  act  for  the  protection  of  steamboat  passengers  ;  appropriating 
six  thousand  dollars  for  the  relief  of  certain  invaders  of  Cuba  pardoned 
by  the  queen  of  Spain  ;  and  an  act  granting  the  right  of  way  to  all  rail 
and  plank  roads  passing  through  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  during  the  discussion  on  partisan 
preparations  for  the  presidential  election,  the  following  resolution  ofifered 
by  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Georgia,  was  adopted,  on  the  5th  of  April,  1852  :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  we  recognise  the  binding  efficacy  of  the  compromises 
of  the  constitution ;  and  we  believe  it  to  be  the  determination  of  the  peo- 
ple generally,  as  we  hereby  declare  it  to  be  ours  individually,  to  abide  by 
such  compromises,  and  to  sustain  the  laws  necessary  to  carry  them  ont*- 
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the  provision  for  the  delivery  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  the  act  of  the  last 
Congress  for  that  purpose,^  included ;  and  that  we  deprecate  all  farther 
agitation  of  the  questions  growipg  out  of  that  act  of  the  last  Congress 
known  as  the  Comproinise  act,  and  of  questions  generally  connected  with 
the  institution  of  slavery,  as  useless  and  dangerous.*' 

To  this  resolution  Mr.  Hillyer,  also  of  Qeorgia,  offered  the  following 
as  additional:  — 

"Jtesolved,  That  the  series  of  acts  passed  during  the  first  session  of 
the  thirty-first  Congress,  known  as  compromises,  are  regarded  as  a  final 
adjustment  and  a  permanent  settlement  of  the  questions  therein  embraced, 
and  should  be  maintained  and  executed  as  such.** 

Upon  the  latter  proposition,  the  vote  stood:  ayes,  one  hundred  and 
three ;  noes,  seventy-four.  The  first  resolution  was  then  also  adopted, 
by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  one  to  sixty 'four — divided  as  follows : — 


Northern  Whigs 7 

Southern  Whigs 20 

Total 27 


TEAS. 

Northern  Democrats 35 

Southern  Democrats 39 

Total 74 


Northern  Whigs 29 

Southern  Whigs 1 

Total  Whigs 30 

Free  Soilers    .  .  .  , 3 


NAYS. 

Northern  Democrats 21 

Southern  Democrats 10 

Total  Democrats 31 

Total  nays 64 


Three  commercial  treaties  were  ratified  and  proclaimed  during  the 
year  1852,  namely,  with  the  republics  of  Guatemala,  Costa  Rica,  and 
Peru.  The  administration  of  Mr.  Fillmore  also  projected  and  sent  out  a 
naval  expedition  to  the  empire,  of  Japan.  The  object  of  the  expedition, 
which  was  placed  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Perry,  was  to 
open  a  friendly  communication  with  Japan,  and,  if  possible,  negotiate  with 
that  government  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce.  The  vessels  of  the 
expedition  sailed  at  different  times,  during  the  year  1852,  under  instruc- 
tions to  rendezvous  in  the  Chinese  seas,  and  thence  to  proceed  to  Japan. 

On  the  approach  of  the  time  fixed  for  the  nomination  of  candidates  for 
president  and  vice-president,  in  1852,  it  was  apparent  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  passage  of  compromise  acts  and  resolutions  in  Congress,  divisions 
still  existed  in  the  two  great  political  parties  of  the  country  on  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery.  While  democrats  of  the  northern  states  were  generally 
willing  to  unite  at  the  coming  election,  and  to  consider  the  question  of 
the  extension  of  slavery  as  settled,  those  of  the  south  were  divided  into 
what  were  called  **  Union  men"  and  "  southern-rights  men," — the  latter 
holding,  ihe  doctrine  of  the  right  of  a  sovereign  state  to  secede^-from  the 
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Union,  whenever  the  rights  of  the  state  were  violated  by  the  action  of 
the  general  government.  This  southern  rights  section  comprised  a  large 
majority  of  the  democratic  party  in  most  of  the  slaveholding  states.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  great  body  of  the  whiga  of  the  south  were  Union 
men,  and  satisfied  with  the  compromise  measures  adopted  by  Congress. 
But,  in  the  northern  states  generally,  the  largest  portion  of  the  whig  party 
were  dissatisfied  with  some  of  the  compromise  measures  referred  to, 
although  acquiescing  in  the  same,  and  had  on  all  suitable  occasions, 
through  their  representatives  in  Congress  and  otherwise,  opposed  the 
extension  of  slavery  in  the  territories  of  the  United  States.  The  aboli- 
tionists, so  called,  were  a  distinct  organisation  on  the  subject  of  anti* 
slavery,  and  composed  of  persons  drawn  from  both  the  democratic  and 
whig  parties. 

The  democratic  national  convention,  for  the  nomination  of  candidates 
for  president  and  vice-president,  met  at  Baltimore  on  the  1st  of  June, 
1852,  and  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  John  W.  Davis,  of 
Indiana  (who  was  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  in  the  29th 
Congress),  as  president.  The  rule  of  former  democratic  national  conven- 
tions, requiring  the  votes  of  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  delegates, 
;was  adopted.  On  the  first  ballot,  the  vote  stood  as  follows :  for  Lewis 
Cass,  of  Michigan,  116  ;  James  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  93  ;  William 
L.  Marcy,  of  New  York,  27;  Stephen  A.  Douglass,  of  Illinois,  20; 
Samuel  Houston,  of  Texas,  8 ;  Joseph  Lane,  of  Indiana,  13  ;  all  others, 
11 :  total,  288  votes.  No  candidate  having  received  the  required  num<* 
ber  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-two,  the  convention  continued  to  vote, 
without  success,  until  the  fourth  day  of  their  session.  On  the  thirty-third 
ballot.  General  Franklin  Pierce,  of  New  Hampshire,  for  the  first  time, 
was  voted  for  in  the  convention,  and  then  only  received  the  vote  of  one 
delegate.  On  the  thirty-fifth  ballot  he  received  fifteen  votes,  which  num- 
ber was  increased  to  fifty-five  on  the  forty-eighth  ballot,  and  on  the  forty- 
ninth  and  final  ballot,  he  received  two  hundred  and  ei^ty-two  votes, 
against  six  for  other  candidates.  Franklin  Pierce  was  therefore  declared 
nominated  by  the  convention  as  the  democratic  candidate  for  president. 
On  balloting  for  vice-president,  William  R.  King,  of  Alabama,  received 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  votes  on  the  first,  and  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-seven on  the  second  ballot.  He  was  therefore  declared  the  demo- 
cratic nominee  for  vice-president.  A  series  of  resolutions  was  adopted,  * 
declaring  the  views  of  the  democratic  party  on  certain  points  of  national 
policy,  and  declaring  resistance  to  ''  all  attempts  at  renewing,  in  Congress 
or  out  of  it,  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question,  under  whatever  shape 
or  color  the  attempt  may  be  made ;"  and  also  a  determination  to  '*  abide 
by,  and  adhere  to,  a  faithful  execution  of  the  acts  known  as  the  compro- 
mise measures  settled  by  the  last  Congress — the  act  reclaiming  fugitives 
from  service  or  labor  included.''    The  convention  adjourned  on  the  5th 
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June,  with  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  members,  that  the  renewed  union 
of  the  democratic  parly  throughout  the  country  would  insure  success  for 
their  nominees  over  any  candidates  their  political  opponents  might  pre- 
sent to  the  people  for  their  support. 

On  the  16th  of  June^  the  whig  national  convention  met  at  Baltimore, 
and  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  John  G.  Chapman,  of  Mary- 
land, as  president,  and  other  officers.     Two  days  were  occupied  in  pre- 
liminary business,  part  of  which  was  the  investigation  of  the  right  to 
several  contested  seats  from  the  states  of  New  York  and  Vermont.     This 
matter  being  settled,  on  the  third  day,  a  committee  consisting  of  one  from 
each  state,  selected  by  the  delegation  therefrom,  was  appointed  to  report 
a  series  of  resolutions  for  the  action  of  the  convention.     The  resolutions 
were  reported  the  same  day,  and,  after  some  discussion,  were  adopted  by 
a  vote  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  ayes,  to  sixty-six  noes.     They 
set  forth,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  one  of  a  limited 
character,  and  is  confined  to  the  exercise  of  powers  expressly  granted  by 
the  constitution,  all   power  not  granted,  or  necessarily  implied,  being 
expressly  reserved  to  the  States  respectively  and  to  the  people  ;  that  the 
Union  should  be  revered  and  watched  over  as  the  palladium  of  our  liber- 
ties ;  that  while  struggling  freedom  everywhere  has  the  warmest  sym- 
pathy of  the  whig  party,  they  still  adhere  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Father 
of  his  country,  as  announced  in  his  farewell  address,  of  keeping  ourselves 
free  from  all  entangling  alliances  with  foreign  countries,  and  of  never 
quitting  our  own  to  stand  upon  foreign  ground  ;  that  revenue  ought  to  be 
raised  by  duties  on  imports,  and  not  from  direct  taxation,  and  sound  policy 
requires  a  just  discrimination  in  laying  such  duties,  whereby  suitable 
encouragement  may  be  afforded  to  American  industry ;  that  Congress  has 
power  to  open  and  repair  harbors,  and  remove  obstructions  from  navigable 
rivers,  whenever  such  improvements  are  necessary  for  the  common  de- 
fence,  and  for  the   protection  and   facility  of  commerce  with  foreign 
nations  or  among  tl\e  States ;  that  the  compromise  acts  of  the  thirty-first 
Congress,  including  the  fugitive  slave  law,  are  received  and  acquiesced 
in  by  the  whig  party,  as  a  settlement,  in  principle  and  substance,  of  the 
dangerous  and  exciting  questions  which  they  embrace ;  that  the  whig 
party  will  maintain  them,  and  insist  upon  their  strict  enforcement,  until 
*  time  and  experience  shall  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  further  legisla- 
tion, to  guard  against  their  evasion  or  abuse,  not  impairing  their  present 
efiUciency ;  and  that  all  farther  agitation  of  the  questions  thus  settled  is 
deprecated  ^s  dangerous  to  our  peace  ;   and  all  efi!brts  to  continue  or 
renew  such  agitation  will  be  discountenanced. 

After  adopting  these  resolutions,  the  convention  proceeded  to  vote  for 
a  candidate  for  president,  and  continued  to  ballot  until  Monday,  the  fifth 
day  of  the  session.  There  were  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  electoral 
votes  represented  by  delegates  from  the  various  thirty-one  states,  making 
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one  hundred  and  forty-nine  essential  to  a  choice.  Upon  the  first  ballot, 
Millard  Fillmore  (president)  received,  133,  General  Winfield  Scott  131, 
and  Daniel  Webster  29  votes ;  and  this  relative  proportion  was  nearly 
sustained  throughout  fifty  ballotings.  The  votes  for  General  Scott  were 
principally  from  the  northern  or  non-slaveholding  states,  as  were  those 
given  to  Mr.  Webster ;  while  Mr.  Fillmore  received  the  votes  of  the 
Southern  or  slaveholding  states,  with  a  few  scattering  votes  from  the 
north.  Of  the  votes  of  the  New  York  delegation,  Scott  received  25,  and 
Fillmore  9.  On  the  fifty-third  ballot,  General  Scott  receiving  159  votes, 
Mr.  Fillmore  112,  and  Mr.  Webster  21,  the  former  was  declared  to  have 
been  duly  nominated,  and  that  nomination  was  made  unanimous.  William 
A.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  then  secretary  of  the  navy,  was  then,  on 

'  the  second  ballot,  nominated  as  the  Whig  candidate  for  vice-president. 
Resolutions  were  adopted  complimentary  to  Mr.  Fillmore  and  Mr.  Web- 
ster ;  after  which  the  convention  adjourned.  Those  who  opposed  the 
nomination  of  General  Scott,  opposed  him,  not  because  he  had  ever 
shown  himself  hostile  to  the  Union  or  the  compromise  measures  of  1850, 
but  simply  because,  in  the  then  impending  crisis,  it  was  better  to  adopt  a 
candidate  whose  soundness  could  not  be  by  any  possibility  assailed,  than 
to  select  one  against  whom  the  attacks  of  their  political  opponents  could 
be  more  easily  directed.  It  was  known  that  the  principal  supporters  of 
the  nomination  of  Scott  were  among  the  free-soil  whigs,  or  those  who 
had  been  most  strenuous  in  opposing  the  extension  of  slavery.  This 
rendered  him  unpopular  with  the  southern  whigs  as  a  presidential  candi- 
date, and  they  were  anxious  for  the  nomination  of  President  Fillmore, 
who  had  approved  and  sustained  the  compromise  measures  in  1850.  A 
letter  from  General  Scott  was  read  before  the  convention,  warmly  accept- 
ing the  resolutions  which  they  had  adopted,  and  this  had  a  tendency  to 
remove  the  repugnance  felt  against  his  nomination,  which  was  finally 
effected  by  votes  given  by  delegates  from  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Ten- 
nessee, in  addition  to  his  previous  support  in  the  convention.  In  reply 
to  a  communication  from  the  president  of  the  convention,  apprising  him 
of  his  nomination.  General  Scott  wrote  a  letter  on  the  24th  of  June, 
declaring  that  he  "  accepted  it  with  the  resolutions  annexed."  In  the 
same  letter  he  gave  his  views  of  public  policy,  which  proved  generally 
acceptable  to  the  whig  party  throughout  the  Union.  Mr.  Graham  also 
accepted  his  nomination,  with  a  cordial  approval  of  the  declarations  made 
in  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  convention,  and  soon  after  resigned  his 
office  as  secretary  of  the  navy. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  whig  convention,  a  letter  from  President. 
Fillmore,  addressed  to  that  body,  was  published.  It  was  intrusted  to. 
the  care  of  Mr.  Babcock,  the  delegate  from  the  Erie  (New  York)  district, 
in  which  Mr.  Fillmore  had  resided  ;  and  he  was  authorized  to  present  it,, 
and  withdraw  Mr.  Fillmore's  name  as  a  candidate,  whenever  he  should 
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think  it  proper  to  do  so.  In  this  letter,  Mr.  Fillmore  refers  to  the  cir- 
cumstances ef  embarrassment  under,  which  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
the  presidency,  and  says  that  he  at  once  determined  within  himself  to 
decline  a  re-election,  and  to  make  that  decision  public.  From  doing  so, 
however,  he  was  at  that  time,  as  well  as  subsequently,  dissuaded  by  the 
earnest  remonstrances  of  his  friends.  He  expresses  the  hope  that  the 
convention  may  be  able  to  unite  in  nominating  some  one  who,  if  elected, 
may  be  more  successful  than  he  had  been  in  retaining  the  confidence  of 
the  party.  He  had  endeavored  faithfully  to  discharge  his  duty  to  the 
country;  and  in  the  consciousness  of  having  acted  from  upright  motives, 
and,  according  to  his  best  judgment,  for  the  public  good,  he  was  quite 
willing  to  have  sacrificed  himself  for  the  sake  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Webster  did  not  cordially  acquiesce  in  the  nomination  of  General 
Scott,  and  he  hesitated  not  to  express  his  dissatisfaction  at  the  result  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  whig  convention.  From  his  own  calculation  of  the  po- 
sition of  parties  in  the  convention,  and  the  confidence  he  entertained  of  the 
opinion  of  sanguine  friends  with  regard  to  his  favorable  prospects,  added  to 
the  nominations  he  had  received  in  Massachusetts  and  other  New  England 
states,  as  well  as  in  New  York,  he  was  induced  to  believe  that  the  whig 
nomination  for  president  would  fall  on  him.  Efiforts  were  made  to  place 
him  in  nomination  as  an  independent  candidate  for  the  presidency,  by 
public  meetings  in  Boston,  and  by  conventions  of  the  whigs  in  Georgia, 
and  of  the  Native  American  party  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey.  In  July, 
Mr.  Webster  visited  Massachusetts,  and  was  honored  with  a  public  recep- 
tion at  Boston,  when  the  demonstration  was  large  and  enthusiastic.  The 
inhabitants  of  Marshfield,  the  country  residence  of  Mr.  Webster,  also 
gave  him  a  public  reception,  marked  by  warm  enthusiasm  and  profound 
personal  respect,  tlis  health  at  that  time  was  feeble,  and  he  retired 
from  the  cares  of  office  to  his  residence  at  Marshfield ;  and,  soon  after, 
he  met  with  a  severe  injury  in  consequence  of  being  thrown  from  ft 
wagon.  His  health  continued  to  decline,  until,  on  the  21st  of  Octobef, 
his  illness  was  felt  to  be  dangerous ;  from  which  time  he  rapidly  sunk, 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  Sunday  morning,  October  24,  1852, 
His  last  hours  were  irradiated  by  penitence,  prayer,  and  the  consolations 
of  Christian  faith  and  hope.  His  decease  excited  feelings  of  profound 
regret  throughout  the  Union  ;  and,  in  all  sections  of  the  country,  funeral 
honors  and  demonstrations  of  respect  were  paid  to  his  memory.  Mr. 
Webster  was  considered  by  his  countrymen,  and  by  the  well-informed 
citizens  of  other  countries,  as  the  greatest  man,  intellectually,  that 
America  has  yet  produced.  In  the  language  of  one  of  his  biographers 
(Professor  Felton,  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts):  "If  we  compare  Mr. 
Webster  with  the  great  statesmen  of  antiquity,  we  shall  find  many  points 
in  common  between  him  and  Cicero  and  Demosthenes.  He  had,  how- 
ever, mpre  force  and  originality  than  the  former,  and  more  varied  cultore 
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than  the  latter.  To  our  apprehension,  he  more  resembled  Demosthenes 
than  any  otner  modem  orator.  The  purity  of  his  conduct  in  the  admin- 
istration of  public  affairs,  the  ardor  of  his  patriotism,  the  splendor  of  his 
genius,  have  been  only  the  more  conspicuous  the  more  his  life  and  works 
have  been  studied ;  for  every  word  he  ever  spoke  breathed  a  single- 
hearted  devotion  to  the  interests  and  glory  of  his  country.  His  language 
was  grand,  yet  simple,  rich,  solemn ;  not  disdaining  ornament,  but  never 
seeking  it  at  the  sacrifice  of  sense  ;  sweet  and  stately,  as  well  as  forcible. 
His  arrangement  of  topics  was  skilful*  but  natural ;  and  the  array  of  his 
arguments,  in  solid  phalanx,  was  irresistible.  It  is  one  of  the  chiefest 
glojies  of  republican  Athens  that  her  institutions  produced  such  a  man ; 
it  is  a  blot  on  the  history  of  disunited  Greece,  that  she  listened  to  his 
words,  but  forgot  to  act  upon  his  counsels.  May  the  parallel  stop  short 
of  this  crowning  circumstance  of  ruin  and  disaster !" 

A  national  convention  of  the  free-soil,  or  anti-slavery  party,  calling 
themselves  **free  democrats,"  was  held  at  Pittsburgh,  on  the  11th  of 
August,  at  which  John  P.  Hale  was  nominated  for  president,  and  George 
W.  Julian,  of  Indiana,  for  vice-president,  as  the  candidates  of  that  party. 
Both  of  these  gentlemen  accepted  the  nomination,  and,  during  a  portion 
of  the  month  of  September,  Mr.  Hale  visited  different  parts  of  the  state 
of  Ohio  and  addressed  the  citizens.  The  National  Liberty  convention, 
composed  of  a  portion  of  the  abolitionists  or  anti-slavery  men,  met  at  Syra- 
cuse, New  York,  on  the  30th  of  September,  and  nominated  William 
Goodell  for  president,  and  S.  M.  Piper  for  vice-president.  In  Georgia, 
the  committee  appointed  by  the  southern-rights  convention  made  a  report 
nominating  George  M.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  for  president,  and  General 
Quitman,  of  Mississippi,  for  vice-president.  The  nominations  were 
ratified  with  enthusiasm.  Electors  were  named,  and  the  convention 
adjourned,  but  the  candidates  did  not  accept  the  nomination. 

General  Scott,  having  been  called  to  the  west  on  official  business  con- 
nected with  the  interests  of  the  army,  received  an  enthusiastic  welcome 
along  the  route.  Public  receptions  were  accorded  him  at  various  west- 
ern cities,  and  in  reply  to  numerous  addresses,  principally  relating  to  his , 
military  services,  the  geiieral  made  brief  responses.  The  democratic 
candidate  for  president  remained  at  his  residence  in  Concord,  New 
Hampshire,  during  the  political  campaign.  In  reply  to  the  committee 
of  the  democratic  national  convention,  appointed  to  apprise  him  of  his 
nomination,  General  Pierce  replied  in  a  letter  dated  at  Concord,  June  17. 
Among  other  things,  he  said :  "  The  surprise  with  which  I  received  the 
intelligence  of  the  nomination  was  not  unmingled  with  painful  solicitude ; 
and  yet  it  is  proper  for  me  to  say,  that  the  manner  in  which  it  was  con- 
ferred was  peculiarly  gratifying.  I  accept  the  nomination,  relying  upon 
an  abiding  devotion  to  the  interests,  the  honor,  and  the  glory  of  our  whole 
country,  but,  beyond  and  above  all,  upon  a  Power  superior  to  all  human 
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might — a  Power  which,  from  the  first  gun  of  the  Revolution,  in  every 
crisis  through  which  we  have  passed,  in  every  hour  of  acknowledged 
peril,  when  the  dark  clouds  have  shut  down  around  us,  has  interposed  as 
if  to  baffle  human  wisdom,  outmarch  human  forecast,  and  bring  out  of 
darkness  the  rainbow  of  promise.  Weak  myself,  faith  and  hope  repose 
there  in  security. 

« I  accept  the  nomination  upon  the  platform  adopted  by  the  conven- 
tion— not  because  this  is  expected  of  me  as  a  candidate,  but  because  the 
principles  it  embraces  command  the  approbation  of  my  judgment;  and 
with  them,  I  believe  I  can  safely  say,  there  has  been  no  word  nor  act  of 
roy  life  in  conflict."  ^ 

The  presidential  election  took  place  throughout  the  Union  on  Tuesday, 
the  5th  of  November,  1852,  and  resulted  in  the  choice  of  the  democratic 
candidates,  Franklin  Pierce,  for  president,  and  William  R.  King  for  vice- 
president,  each  of  whom  received  the  electoral  votes  of  twenty-seven 
states  —  two  hundred  and  fifty- four  in  number.  The  whig  candidates, 
Scott  and  Graham,  received  the  electoral  votes  of  only  four  states,  viz.,  those 
of  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee — forty-two  in  all. 
The  popular  vote  given  to  General  Scott  was,  however,  larger  than  had 
ever  been  polled  by  the  whig  party,  the  votes  for  the  Scott  and  Graham 
electoral  tickets  in  all  the  states  having  been  1,384,577;  whereas  General 
Taylor,  in  1848,  received  1,362,242,  and  Henry  Clay,  in  1844,  1,291,643. 
The  popular  vote  for  the  democratic  candidates,  Pierce  and  King,  was 
1,587,256,  exclusive  of  South  Carolina,  where  the  electors  were  chosen 
by  the  legislature.  The  free-soil  and  other  electoral  tickets  nominated, 
did  not  receive  enough  of  the  popular  votes  to  affect  the  result  of  the 
election.  The  popular  vote  for  the  Hale  and  Julian  electoral  tickets  was 
157,296.  In  1848,  the  same  parly  polled  for  Van  Buren  and  Adams 
electors,  291,378;  but  that  vote  included  many  democrats  who  now  sup- 
ported Pierce  and  King  electors. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Webster,  President  Fillmore  appointed  Edward 
Everett  secretary  of  state.  Other  changes  in  the  cabinet  had  previously 
taken  place.  Judge  Conkling,  of  New  York,  having  been  appointed  min- 
ister to  Mexico,  resigned  his  ofiice  as  judge  of  the  northern  district  of 
New  York,  and  Nathan  K.  Hall,  postmaster-general,  was  appointed  in 
his  place.  Samuel  D.  Hubbard,  of  Connecticut,  was  appointed  postmas- 
ter-general, Mr.  Hall  having  resigned.  In  consequence  of  his  nomination 
as  a  candidate  for  vice-president,  William  A.  Graham  resigned  as  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  and  John  P.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  was  appointed  to 
succeed  him. 

The  second  session  of  the  thirty-second  Congress  commenced  on 
Monday,  the  6th  of  December,  1852,  and  its  term  expired  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1853.  There  w^s  not  much  business  of  importance  transacted  at 
this  short  session,  much  of  the  time  of  which  was  spent  in  debates  of  a 
political  character,  principally  relating  to  the  acts  of  the  outgoing  admin-  ^(> 
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istration,  and  the  return  of  the  democratic  party  to  power,  in  the  advent 
of  the  newly-elected  president.  A  hill  was  passed  erecting  a  new  terri- 
torial government  out  of  the  northern  part  of  Oregon,  to  be  called  the 
territory  of  Washington ;  to  the  general  appropriation  bill  an  amendment 
was  added,  authorizing  the  president  to  employ  engineers  to  make 
explorations,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  most  practicable  and  economical 
route  for  a  railroad,  and  appropriating  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol^^ 
iars  for  the  expenses  of  the  survey.  A  great  variety  of  private  bills,  and 
many  acts  of  local  interest,  were  passed ;  but  most  of  the  measures  of 
general  public  importance  which  were  proposed  at  this  session  failed  of 
success.  On  the  20th  of  December,  1 852,  William  R.  King,  on  account 
of  ill  health,  resigned  as  president  jrro  tern,  of  the  senate,  and  David  R. 
Atchison,  of  Missouri,  was  elected  in  his  place. 

The  administration  of  President  Fillmore,  which  may  he  regarded  as 
a  continuation  of  that  of  General  Taylor,  closed  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1853.  It  was  in  some  respects  different  in  its  character  from  that  of 
General  Taylor,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Fillmore  reorganized  his  cabinet,  com- 
posed of  men  of  somewhat  different  views  from  their  predecessors,  and 
his  appointments  to  office  were  free  from  some  of  the  influences  which 
had  surrounded  Taylor  and  his  cabinet.  The  adoption  of  the  compro- 
mise measures  of  1850,  and  their  sanction  by  Mr.  Fillmore  and  his  cabi- 
net on  a  plan  varying  from  that  proposed  by  General  Taylor,  had  the 
effect  to  alienate  the  feelings  of  many  of  the  whigs  of  the  north  toward 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Fillmore.  Although  the  measures  of  domestic 
and  foreign  policy  recommended  by  him  were  approved,  there  was  noth- 
ing in  the  character  or  disposition  of  Mr.  Fillmore  to  excite  enthusiasm 
in  his  behalf,  and  the  northern  whigs  generally  Were  displeased  with  the 
attempts  to  place  him  in  nomination  for  re-election,  when  public  Opinion 
in  the  whig  states  had  been  attracted  toward  General  Scott,  as  an  avail- 
able presidential  candidate,  in  consequence  of  his  brilliant  campaigns  in 
Mexico,  and  his  previous  military  services.  The  coldness  shown  by  the 
president  and  some  of  his  friends  toward  Kossuth,  and  other  distinguished 
European  exiles,  had  the  effect  to  alienate  the  citizens  of  foreign  birth 
from  the  whig  party,  and  to  accelerate  their  defeat. 

Placed  in  the  minority  with  regard  to  its  influence  in  Congress,  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Fillmore  was  necessarily  negative  in  its  character, 
with  the  exception  of  the  passage  of  the  compromise  measures  relative  to 
slavery,  and  the  boundaries  on  the  Mexican  frontier  and  between  Texas 
and  the  adjacent  territories,  and  the  partial  restoration  of  a  system  of 
improvement  of  harbors  and  rivers,  bills  for  which  had  been  vetoed  by 
democratic  presidents.  But  the  intentions  and  actions  of  Mr.  Fillmore 
were  regarded  as  honest  and  statesmanlike,  by  men  of  both  the  leading 
parties ;  and  during  his  administration  of  the  government,  the  country 
advanced  in  prosperity  and  strength,  and  he  retired  to  private  life  honored 
and  respected  by  his  countrymen.  Digitized  by  CiOOQi 
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During  the  period  of  the  war  beween  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  which  was  declared  in  1812  and  terminated  in  1815,  there  were 
in  existence,  engaged  in  various  occupations  and  far  distant  from  each 
other,  ten  Americans,  who  were  afterward  elevated  to  the  presidency  of 
the  republic.  It  is  curious  to  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  positions 
in  life  then  occupied  by  these  individuals,  of  whom,  perhaps,  only  the 
first  two  could,  at  that  time,  have  entertained  any  reasonable  hopes  or 
expectations  of  reaching  the  high  station  to  which  they  were  afterward 
called.  James  Monroe  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  department  of  state 
at  Washington ;  John  Quincy  Adams  was  minister-plenipotentiary  to  the 
imperial  court  of  Russia  at  St.  Petersburgh ;  Jackson  a  planter  of  Ten- 
nessee, but  soon  called  into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States ; 
Van  Buren,  a  resident  of  Columbia  county,  New  York,  had  just  entered 
public  life  as  a  state  senator;  Harrison,  governor  of  the  territory  of 
Indiana,  and  a  distinguished  commander  in  the  army  of  the  northwest : 
Tyler,  a  lawyer  of  Virginia,  and  member  of  the  legislature  of  that  state ; 
Folk  engaged  in  his  studies  in  Tennessee,  and  afterward  at  the  univer- 
sity of  North  Carolina ;  Taylor,  a  young  officer  ipi  the  army,  actively 
engaged  ^n  the  public  service  in  the  western  wilderness ;  Fillmore,  a 
youth,  at  school  in  western  New  York ;  and  lastly.  Pierce,  still  younger 
in  years,  commencing  an  academical  education  in  New  Hampshire. 

Franklin  Pierce,  the  fourteenth  president  of  the  United  States — on 
whose  accession  to  that  high  office,  only  three  of  his  predecessors  sur- 
vived (viz.,  Van  Buren,  Tyler,  and  Fillmore) — was  born  at  Hillsborough, 
in  the  county  of  the  same  name,  and  state  of  New  Hampshire,  on  the  23d 
of  November,  1804.  At  that  time,  the  county  of  Hillsborough  was  a 
much  more  extensive  territory  than  subsequently,  when  parts  of  other 
counties  were  made  up  from  it,  and  might,  reckon  among  its  sons  many 
men  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the  country,  among  whom  may  be  named 
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General  Stark,  the  hero  of  Bennington ;  Daniel  Webster,  Levi  Wood- 
bury; Jeremiah  Smith,  the  eminent  jurist  and  governor;  General  James 
Miller,  General  M'Neil,  and  Senator  Charles  G.  Atherton. 

The  family  of  Pierce  is  of  English  origin,  and  they  were  among  the 
earliest  emigrants  to  New  England.  General  Benjamin  Fierce,  the 
father  of  Franklin,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  the  town  of  Hillsbor- 
ough, and  contributed  largely  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  town 
and  county.  He  was  born  in  1757,  at  Chelmsford,  near  Lowell,  Massa- 
chusetts. On  the  death  of  his  parents,  Benjamin  Pierce  grew  up  under 
the  care  of  an  uncle,  amid  such  circumstances  of  simple  fare,  hard  labor, 
and  scanty  education,  as  were  the  common  lot  of  the  family  of  a  New 
England  farmer  in  those  times.  In  his  eighteenth  year  he  left  the  plough 
for  the  battle-scenes  of  Lexington  and  Concord,  in  April,  1775.  From 
that  time  he  never  saw  his  native  place  for  more  than  seven  years.  He 
enlisted  in  the  army,  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  hill,  and  after 
serving  through  the  whole  revolutionary  war,  and  fighting  his  way  upward 
from  the  lowest  grade,  returned  at  last,  a  thorough  soldier  and  commander 
of  a  company.  He  was  retained  in  the  army  as  long  as  that  body  of 
veterans  had  a  united  existence ;  and  being  finally  disbanded  at  West 
Point,  in  1784,  was  left  with  no  other  reward,  for  nine  years  of  toil  and 
danger,  than  the  nominal  amount  of  his  pay  in  the  continental  currency, 
then  so  depreciated  as  to  be  almost  worthless.  In  1785,  being  employed 
as  agent  to  explore  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  New  Hampshire,  he  purchased 
a  lot  of  fifty  acres  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Hillsborough.  In  the 
spring  of  the  succeeding  year,  he  built  himself  a  log  hut,  and  began  the 
clearing  and  cultivation  of  his  tract.  In  1877,  he  married  his  first  wife, 
Elizabeth  Andrews,  who  died  within  a  year  after  their  union,  leaving  a 
daughter,  the  present  widow  of  General  John  M*Neil.  In  1789,  he 
married  Anna  Kendrick,  with  whom  he  lived  about  half  a  century,  and 
who  bore  him  eight  children,  of  whom  Franklin  was  the  sixth.* 

While  gaining  his  livelihood  in  the  wilderness,  Benjamin  Pierce  was 
prominent  among  his  fellow-citizens,  particularly  in  military  affairs. 
When  the  militia  of  Hillsborough  county  was  first  organized,  he  was 
appointed  brigade-major  ;  and,  during  the  presidency  of  John  Adams,  he 
was  offered  a  high  command  in  the  army  raised  in  anticipation  of  a  war 
with  the  French  republic.  Pierce  being  a  democratic  republican,  and 
opposed  to  the  administration  of  Adams  and  its  measures,  declined  the 
oflice,  although  he  acknowledged  that  the  pay  would,  under  other  -circum- 
stances,-be  an  object  to  him  in  his  poverty.  The  same  principles 
marked  every  public,  as  well  as  private  act  of  his  life.  In  his  own 
neighborhood,  among  those  who  knew  him  best,  he  early  gained  an  influ- 
ence that  continued  to  increase  during  the  whole  of  his  long  life.     In 

*  We  are  indebted  to  Hawiborne's  Aathentic  Life  of  Franklin  Fierce  for  part  of  the  fiuta 
in  thia  aketcli. 
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1789,  he  was  elected  to  the  state  legislature,  and  retained  that  position 
for  twelve  successive  years,  until  chosen  a  member  of  the  council.  Du- 
ring the  same  period,  he  was  active  in  his  military  duties  as  a  field-officer, 
and  finally  general,  of  the  militia  of  the  county ;  and  Miller,  M'Neil,  and 
others,  learned  of  him,  in  this  capacity,  the  soldier-like  discipline  which 
was  afterward  displayed  on  the  battle-fields  of  the  northern  frontier. 

After  serving  as  a  member  of  the  governor's  council  six  years,  Benja- 
min Pierce  was  appointed  sheriff  of  Hillsborough  county  in  1809,  and 
held  the  office  four  years.  In  subsequent  years  he  occasionally  served 
in  the  same  stations.  He  was  a  man  of  the  most  humane  disposition, 
and  was  constantly  occupied  in  plans  and  acts  of  benevolence.  In  1818, 
when  he  was  sheriff  of  Hillsborough,  there  was  considerable  excitement 
in  reference  to  the  oppressive  laws  respecting  imprisonment  for  debt. 
At  that  time  there  were  in  the  jail  at  Amherst,  New  Hampshire,  three 
aged  prisoners  confined  for  debt,  one  of  whom  had  been  then  four  years 
in  close  custody.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  Pierce,  on  his  restoration  to 
the  office  he  had  formerly  held,  was  to  appoint  a  day  for  the  release  of 
these  prisoners.  The  people  thought  the  occasion  worthy  of  a  public 
meeting;  and  on  the  20th  of  November,  1818,  they  assembled  in  front 
of  the  prison,  when  Sheriff  Pierce,  after  having  opened  the  doors  of  . 
the  dungeon,  addressed  his  "  unfortunate  fellow-citizens"  in  the  eloquent 
accents  of  humanity,  and  bade  them  go  forth.  He  said :  "  The  feelings 
excited  by  a  view  of  your  situation  are  inexpressible.  That  those  heads, 
silvered  by  age  and  hardship,  and  those  hearts,  throbbing  with  kindly 
emotions,  should  be  held  for  this  long  period  of  time  by  their  fellow-citi- 
zens, without  the  imputation  of  a  crime,  in  a  captivity  unparalleled  even 
in  the  annals  of  the  French  Bastile,  or  Algerine  slavery,  always  viewed 
by  us  with  sentiments  of  inexpressible  horror,  is  more  than  my  nature  is 
able  to  endure.  To  be  immured  in  a  dungeon,  standing  on  the  very  soil 
of  liberty,  and  in  the  midst  of  men  boasting  its  high  privileges,  is,  in  my 
mind,  with  which  the  ideas  and  the  value  of  freedom  are  closely  inter- 
woven, infinitely  worse  than  to  be  enslaved  in  a  foreign  land  by  enemies 
and  barbarians,  from  whom  nothing  better  could  be  expected.  But,  as  an 
officer  of  the  county,  I  have  a  duty  to  perform.  I  must  either  be  gov- 
erned by  the  law,  and  suffer  you  still  to  remain,  the  devoted  victims  of  un- 
avoidable misfortune  and  honest  poverty,  shut  out  from  the  genial  light  of 
heaven  and  the  vital  air,  God's  equal  gift  to  all — to  endure,  perhaps  perish 
under,  the  privations  incident  to  your  situation, — or  I  must  be  directed  by 
the  powerful  impulse  of  humanity,  pay  the  debt  myself,  and  bid  you  leave 
this  dreary  and  gloomy  abode.  My  unfortunate  fellow-citizens,  my  duty 
to  myself  will  not  suffer,  longer  to  remain  here  an  old  companion-in-arms, 
who  fought  for  the  liberty  of  which  he  is  deprived,  for  no  crime  but  that 
of  being  poor.  My  duty  to  my  country,  whose  honor  is  deeply  implicated 
by  your  sufferings — and  it  is  one  of  my  first  wishes  th^t  it  should  be 
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untarnished — and  my  duty  to  my  God,  who  has  put  into  my  power  to 
relieve,  iresistibly  urge  me  to  the  latter  course.  This,  I  am  sensible, 
takes  from  me  a  large  sum  of  money,  however  the  liberal  and  generous 
people  among  whom  it  is  my  happy  lot  to  reside  may  participate.  If  not, 
none  but  my  children  will  have  any  right  to  reproach  me  ;  and  I  am  con- 
fident they  will  do  no  more  than  say  their  father  was  generous  to  a  fault. 
In  this  view,  go;  receive  the  uncontaminated  air,  which  is  diffused 
ahroad  for  the  comfort  of  man ;  go  to  ^our  families  and  friends,  if  you 
have  any.  Be  correct  in  your  habits.  Be  industrious  :  and  if  your  tot- 
tering and  emaciated  frames  are  so  far  exhausted  as  to  prevent  your  get- 
ting a  comfortable  support,  apply  to  the  good  people  for  relief ;  and  may 
the  best  of  Heaven's  blessings  accompany  you  the  remainder  of  your 
days." 

This  act  was  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  noblest  ever  performed  by  a 
public  man,  particularly  in  the  state  of  public  opinion  existing  at  that  time 
and  for  years  afterward,  which  tolerated  the  inhuman  custom  of  incarcera- 
tion for  debt — a  custom  transmitted  from  a  barbarous  a^e,  and  under  the 
operation  of  which  so  many  innocent  persons  have  sufi^red,  for  no  other 
fault  than  misfortune.  In  this  country,  the  poor  and  decayed  veteran  of 
the  Revolution,  whose  best  years  had  been  spent  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  was  often  confined  with  felons,  and  years  rolled  on,  leaving  him 
in  hopeless  imprisonment.  But  no  age,  no  condition  or  sex,  was  exempt 
from  the  operation  of  laws  disgraceful  to  the  times  in  which  they  were 
enacted  and  executed,  and  to  the  people  who  tolerated  their  existence. 
The  generous  act  of  Benjamin  Pierce  had  the  force  of  a  powerful  exam- 
ple, and  erected  for  him  an  enduring  monument  in  the  hearts  of  the 
generous  and  enlightened  lovers  of  humanity. 

The  history,  character,  and  circumstances  of  General  Benjamin  Pierce, 
though  here. but  briefly  sketched,  are  essential  parts  of  the  biography 
of  his  son,  both  as  indicating  some  of  the  traits  which  the  latter  has 
inherited,  and  as  showing  the  influences  amid  which  he  grew  up.  At 
Franklin  Pierce's  birth,  and  for  many  years  subsequent,  his  father  was 
the  most  active  and  public-spirited  man  within  his  sphere ;  a  most 
decided  democratic  republican,  and  of  course  a  supporter  of  Jefferson  and 
Madison;  a  practical  farmer,  moreover — not  rich,  but  independent — 
exercising  a  liberal  hospitality,  and  noted  for  the  kindness  and  generosity 
of  his  character ;  a  man  of  the  people,  but  whose  natural  qualities  inev- 
itably made  him  a  leader  among  them.  From  infancy  upward,  the  boy 
had  before  his  eyes,  as  the  model  on  which  he  might  instinctively  form 
himself,  one  of  the  best  specimens  of  New  England  character,  developed 
in  a  life  of  simple  habits,  yet  of  elevated  action ;  patriot isip,  such  as  it 
had  been  in  revolutionary  days,  was  taught  him  by  his  father,  as  early  as 
his  mother  taught  him  religion.  He  became  early  imbued,  too,  with  the 
military  spirit  which  the  old  soldier  had  retained  from  his  long  servicot 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


BIOORAPHICAL   SKETCH   OF   PIERCE.  *2031 

mad  whicli  was  kept  active  by  the  constant  alarms  and  warlike  prepara* 
tions  of  the  first  twelve  years  of  the  present  century.  If  any  man  i& 
fonnd,  by  birth  and  youthful  training,  to  show  himself  a  brave,  faithful,, 
and  able  citizen  of  his  native  country,  it  is  the  son  of  such  a  father.* 

The  services  of  General  Sullivan,  who  was  a  resident  of  the  state- 
after  the  American  Revolution,  were  of  great  value  to  the  militia  of 
New  Hampshire ;  and  under  his  auspices  the  brigade  of  Hillsborough 
county  were  organized,  Benjamin  Pierce  at  first  holding  the  office  of 
brigade-major,  as  we  have  stated,  and  finally  rising  to  that  of  brigadier- 
generaL  At  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  1812,  Franklin  Pierce 
was  a  few  months  under  eight  years  of  age.  The  old  general, iiis  father, 
sent  two  of  his  sons  into  the  army  ;  and,  as  his  eldest  daughter  was  sOon 
afterward  married  to  Major  M'Neil,  there  were  few  families  that  had  so 
large  a  personal  stake  in  the  war  as  that  of  General  Benjamin  Pierce. 
He  himself,  both  in  his  public  capacity  as  a  member  of  the  council,  and 
by  his  great  local  influence  in  his  own  county,  lent  a  strenuous  support 
to  the  national  administration  of  Madison.  He  identified  himself  with 
the  cause  of  the  country,  and  not  only  took  a  prominent  part  at  all  public 
meetmgs  of  the  republican  or  democratic  party,  but  was  ever  ready  for 
the  informal  discussion  of  political  affairs  at  all  places  of  casual  resort, 
where,  in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  the  time  and  country,  the  minds 
of  men  were  made  to  operate  effectually  upon  each  other.  Franklin 
Pierce  was  a  frequent  auditor  of  these  controversies,  and  listened  with 
interest  to  the  arguments  of  his  father.  No  mode  of  education  could 
be  conceived  better  adapted  to  imbue  a  youth  with  the  principles  and 
sentiment  of  democratic  institutions  ;  it  brought  him  into  the  most  familiar 
contact  with  the  popular  mind,  and  made  his  own  mind  a  part  of  it. 

In  1827,  Benjamin  Pierce  was  elected  governor  of  New  Hampshire;. 
m  1828  he  was  a  candidate  for  re-election,  but,  having  taken  part  in  favor 
•f  the  election  of  General  Jackson  to  the  presidency  of  the  United  States, 
he  was  defeated,  in  consequence  of  the  friends  of  John  Quincy  Adams 
being  at  that  time  in  a  majority  in  New  Hampshire.  Governor  Pierce  was, 
however,  re-elected  the  following  year,  on  the  change  of  the  political 
majorities  in  the  state.  After  his  second  term  of  office  had  expired,  he 
lived  in  retirement.  He  died  April  1,  1839,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-one  years.  The  sons  of  Benjamin  Pierce,  in  the  order  of  their 
ages,  were,  Benjamin  U.,  J.  Sullivan,  Charles  S.,  Franklin,  and  H^nry 
D.  Pierce.  Sullivan  and  Charles  ^ied  young ;  Benjamin  U«,  the  eldest, 
was  an  officer  in  the  army,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  brevet-colonel ;  he 
was  a  brave  and  accomplished  officer  and  gentleman,  and  died  in  1650. 
The  youngest  brother  of  Franklin  Pierce  is  ah  intelligent  agriculturist, 
and  has  several  times  been  elected  to  the  legislature  of  his  native  state. 
The  second  wife  of  Governor  Pierce,  whose  maiden-name  was  Anna 

*  Hawthorne. 
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Kendrick,  died  two  months  before  her  husband.  One  of  her  daughters 
^ied  young,  and  the  remaining  two  became  accomplished  women.  The 
eldest  married  General  Solomon  M'Neil,  of  New  Hampshire;  the 
youngest  became  the  wife  of  Hugh  Lawrence,  Esq.,  of  Boston.  They 
toth  died  in  the  year  1837,  leaving  families.  The  only  surviving  sister 
of  the  president  is  the  widow  of  General  John  M'Neil,  and  the  daughter 
of  Governor  Benjamin  Pierce  by  Elizabeth  Andrews,  his  first  wife.* 

The  father  of  Franklin  Pierce  had  felt,  through  life,  the  disadvantages 
of  a  defective  education;  and  he  determined  to  afibrd  his  son  all  the 
opportunities  of  improvement  which  he  himself  had  wanted.  Franklin, 
accordingly,  was  sent  to  the  academy  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Han- 
cock, and  afterward  to  that  of  Francestown,  where  he  was  received  into 
the  family  of  Peter  Woodbury,  father  of  the  late  Judge  Levi  Woodbury. 
The  mother  of  the  judge  was  a  lady  of  superior  mind  and  attractions,  and 
-over  Pierce  she  had  a  most  beneficial  influence,  as  he  often  afterward 
acknowledged.  In  1820,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  became  a  student  of 
Bowdoin  college,  at  Brunswick,  Maine.  Pierce's  class  was  small,  but 
composed  of  individuals,  for  the  most  part,  well  advanced  toward  matu- 
rity, and,  having  wrought  out  their  own  means  of  education,  were  little 
inclined  to  neglect  their  opportunities.  Their  first  scholar,  the  present 
Professor  Stowe,  has  long  since  established  his  rank  among  the  first 
•scholars  of  the  country.  It  could  have  been  no  easy  task  to  hold  a  suc- 
•cessful  rivalry  with  students  so  much  in  earnest  as  were  his  classmates. 
During  the  earlier  part  of  his  college  course,  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
Pier<;e  was  distinguished  for  scholarship.  But,  for  the  last  two  years,  he 
Appeared  to  grow  more  intent  on  the  business  in  hand,  and,  without  losing 
any  of  his  vivacious  qualities  as  a  companion,  was  resolved  to  gain  an 
honorable  elevation  in  his  class.  His  liabits  of  attention  and  obedience  to 
•college-discipline  were  of  the  strictest  character ;  he  rose  progressively 
in  scholarship,  and  took  a  highly  creditable  degree .f 

In  the  class  below  Pierce  were  Jonathan  Cilley,  afterward  a  member 
of  Congress  from  Maine,  and  who  fell  in  a  duel  in  1838;  Nathaniel 
Hawthorne,  now  one  of  the  most  accomplished  of  American  prose-wri- 
ters ;  and  others  who  have  risen  to  distinction  in  literature,  the  learned 
professions,  and  politics.  One  of  his  classmates  was  Zenas  Caldwell, 
of  Maine,  brother  of  the  late  Professor  Merrit  Caldwell,  of  Dickinson 
college.  He  was  several  years  older  than  Pierce,  and  died  the  year 
after  leaving  college.  He  was  a  member  of  the  methodist  persuasion  ;  a 
pure-minded,  studious,  devoutly  religious  character;  endowed  with  the 
authority  of  a  grave  and  sagacious  turn  of  mind.  The  friendship  between 
Pierce  and  him  was  strong,  and  was  of  itself  (says  Hawthorne)  a  pledge 
of  correct  deportment  in  the  former.  Under  Caldwell's  influence,  Pierce 
became  deeply  impressed  with  the  truths  of  religion,  and  sympathized 
*  Bardett'0  Life  of  Pieroe.  t  Hawthorne. 
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with  the  methodists.  When  his  collegiate  course  was  about  half  finished^ 
young  Caldwell  persuaded  him  to  accompany  him  to  his  home,  in 
Hebron,  Maine.  It  was  in  the  winter,  and  the  common  district-school 
in  Hebron  was  without  a  teacher,  and  the  brothers  Caldwell  influenced 
him  to  assume  the  dignities  of  a  teacher's  life.  He  received  fourteen  dol- 
lars  per  month  for  his  services,  at  that  time  and  place  reckoned  very  high 
wages.  After  three  months  within  the  walls  of  a  country«8choolhotL8e, 
Pierce  bade  them  farewell,  that  he  might  again  pursue  his  collegiate 
course.* 

After  graduating,  in  1824,  Pierce  left  Bowdoin  college,  and  returned 
to  his  father's  house  at  Hillsborough.  Having  chosen  the  law  as  a  pro« 
fession,  so  generally  considered  as  the  readiest  path  to  distinction  and 
fortune  in  the  United  States,  he  became  a  student  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  of  Portsmouth.  This  was  at  a  time  when  the  judge  had  been 
elected  governor,  and,  failing  of  a  re-election,  had  returned  to  the  profes- 
sion of  the  law.  The  last  two  years  of  Pierce's  preparatory  studies  were 
spent  at  the  law-school  of  Northampton,  in  Massachusetts,  and  in  the 
office  of  Judge  Parker,  at  Amherst,  New  Hampshire.  In  1827,  being 
admitted  to  the  bar,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Hillsborough,  and  the  influence  which  his  father  possessed  gave  him  a 
respectable  share  of  business.  His  distinction  at  the  bar,  however,  did 
not  immediately  follow,  nor  did  he  acquire  positive  eminence  in  the  pro- 
fession until  some  years  after  this  period.  The  enticements  of  political 
life — so  especially  fascinating  to  a  young  lawyer,  but  so  irregular  in  its 
tendencies,  and  so  inimical  to  steady  professional  labor — had  begun  to 
operate  upon  him.  His  father's  prominent  political  position  made  it 
almost  impossible  that  the  son  should  stand  aloof.  In  1828,  the  contest 
for  the  presidency  was  fought  with  a  fervor  that  drew  almost  everybody 
into  it,  and  had  terminated  in  the  triumph  of  Andrew  Jackron.  Franklin 
Pierce,  in  advance  of  his  father's  decision,  though  not  in  opposition 
to  i  t,  had  declared  himself  for  Jackson,  in  preference  to  Adams  for  the 
presidency.! 

The  town  of  Hillsborough,  in  1829,  gave  Pierce  his  first  public  honor, 
by  electing  him,  at  twenty-five  years  of  age,  its  representative  in  the 
legislature  of  the  state. .  His  whole-  service  in  that  body  comprised  four 
years,  in  the  two  latter  of  which  he  was  chosen  speaker  of  the  house. 
He  had  all  the  natural  gifts  that  adapted  him  for  the  post — courtesy, 
firinness,  quickness,  and  accuracy  of  judgment,  and  a  clearness  of  mental 
perception  that  brought  its  own  regularity  into  the  scene  of  confused  and 
entangled  debate ;  and  to  these  qualities  he  added  whatever  was  to  be 
attained  by  laborious  study  of  parliamentary  rules.  His  merit  as  a  pre- 
siding officer  was  universally  acknowledged.  It  is  rare  that  a  man  com- 
bines so  much  impulse  with  so  great  power  of  regulating  the  impulses  of 
*  Banlett.  t  Hawtborna 
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himself  and  others,  as  Pierce.  The  ikculty  here  exercised  and  improved, 
of  controlling  an  assembly  while  agitated  by  tumultuous  controversy,  waa 
aflerward  called  into  play  upon  a  higher  field  ;  for,  during  his  Congres- 
sional service,  Pierce  was  often  summoned  to  preside  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  when  a  turbulent  debate  was  expected  to  demand  peculiar 
energy  in  the  chair.* 

In  1833,  Mr.  Pierce  was  nominated  on  the  Jackson  democratic  ticket 
for  Congress,  and  elected  one  of  the  five  members  to  which  New  Hamp- 
shire was  then  entitled  in  the  house  of  representatives.  The  members 
of  Congress  were  at  that  time,  as  they  had  been  for  many  years  previous, 
chosen  by  general  ticket  in  that  state,  and  of  course  the  delegation  were 
generally  all  of  the  same  political  party.  In  December,  1833,  Pierce, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  took  his  seat  in  Congress.  His  Congressional 
life,  though  it  made  comparatively  but  little  show,  was  full  of  labor 
directed  to  substantial  subjects.  He  was  a  member  of  the  judiciary  and 
other  important  committees  ;  and  the  drudgery  of  the  committee-room, 
where  so  much  of  the  real  public  business  of  the  country  is  transacted, 
fell  in  large  measure  to  his  lot.  Thus,  even  as  a  legislator,  he  may  be 
said  to  have  been  a  man  of  deeds,  not  words ;  and  when  ho  spoke  upon 
any  Subject  with  which  his  duty,  ks  chairman  or  member  of  a  committee, 
had  brought  him  in  relation,  his  words  had  the  weight  of  deeds,  from  the 
meaning,  the  directness,  and  the  truth,  that  he  conveyed  into  them.  His 
intercourse  with  President  Jackson,  who  was  then  in  his  second  term  of 
office,  was  frequent  and  free,  and  marked  by  friendly  regard  on  the  part 
of  the  latter.  The  friends  of  Jackson  were  in  the  majority  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  and  Pierce  ranked  among  the  most  ardent  of  the  sup- 
porters of  his  administration. 

The  first  speech,  of  any  importance,  made  by  Mr.  Pierce  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  was  delivered  February  27,  1834,  and  was  upon  the 
subject  of  revolutionary  claims.  It  was  not  marked  by  any  display  of 
attractive  eloquence,  and  was  on  the  unpopular  side  of  the  question ;  for 
he  did  not  hesitate  to  express  his  opposition  to  the  bill,  on  account  of  its 
objectionable  features,  as  he  regarded  them.  "  For  the  committee  making 
the  report  in  favor  of  the  claims  (Mr.  Pierce  said,  in  concluding  his 
speech)  he  entertained  the  highest  respect ;  and  he  believed  that  he  was 
no  less  disposed  than  they  were  to  grant,  to  the  uttermost  farthing,  all 
that  was  due  to  Revolutionary  officers  or  their  heirs.  But,  pass  this  bill, 
and  you  will  do  great  injustice  to  the  country :  you  will  make  a  most 
exhausting  draught  upon  your  treasury,  to  answer,  it  may  be,  some  equi- 
table claims,  that  may  as  well  be  liquidated  without  it ;  and  you  will,  it  is 
morally  certain,  be  compelled,  under  it,  to  acknowledge  a  vast  number 
which  have  no  foundation  in  justice — no  foundation  anywhere,  except  in 
lost  records  and  violent  presumptions." 

*  Hawthonie. 
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This  speech  shows  the  desire  of  Mr.  Pierce  to  oppose  all  extravagance 
in  the  pablic  expenditures.  Through  all  his  speeches  there  runs  the  same 
vein  of  economy.  Though  personally  liberal,  he  has  always  opposed 
extravagance  iu  public  affairs.  He  was  diligent  in  his  Congressional 
duties ;  and  when  any  important  vote  was  taken,  the  name  of  Pierce,  of 
New  Hampshire,  is  invariably  to  be  found  on  the  records  of  Congress. 
Every  speech  delivered  by  him,  either  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
or  afterward  in  the  senate,  during  his  congressional  career,  is  of  a  prac- 
tical nature ;  and  few  or  none  of  the  debaters  in  Congress,  of  his  time, 
were  less  addicted  to  making  speeches  for  political  effect  at  home  than 
Pierce.  The  popularity  he  enjoyed  in  New  Hampshire,  and  the  pre- 
dominance of  the  democratic  party  there,  rendered  unnecessary  the  usual 
resorts  to  keep  up  a  reputation  with  his  constituents,  and  he  preferred 
practical  usefulness  to  frequent  display  of  his  oratorical  powers. 

He  continued  in  the  house  of  representatives  four  years,  having  been 
re-elected  in  1835.  It  must  have  been  a  time  of  vast  intellectual  advan- 
tage to  himself,  while  his  course  was  unobtrusive.  Amid  great  national 
affairs,  he  was  acquiring  the  best  of  all  educations  for  future  eminence. 
In  the  midst  of  statesmen,  he  grew  to  be  a  statesman.  Studious,  as  all 
his  speeches  prove  him  to  be,  of  history,  he  beheld  it  demonstrating  itself 
before  his  eyes.  And  it  was  another  advantage  of  his  being  brought 
early  into  the  sphere  of  national  interests,  and  continuing  there  for  a 
series  of  years,  that  it  enabled  him  to  overcome  any  narrow  and  sec- 
tional prejudices.  Without  loving  New  England  less,  he  loved  the  broad 
area  of  the  country  more.  He  thus  retained  that  equal  sentiment  of 
patriotism  for  the  whole  land  with  which  his  father  had  imbudd  him, 
and  which  is,  perhaps,  apt  to  be  impaired  in  the  hearts  of  those  who 
come  late  to  the  national  legislature,  after  long  training  in  the  narrower 
fields  of  the  separate  states.  His  sense  of  the  value  of  the  Union,  which 
had  been  taught  him  at  the  fireside,  from  earliest  infancy,  by  the  stories 
of  patriotic  valor  that  he  there  heard,  was  now  strengthened  by  friendly 
association  with  its  representatives  from  every  quarter.* 

During  his  second  term  as  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
Mr.  Pierce  spoke  on  the  question  of  the  deposite  of  the  public  funds  in 
state  banks,  defending  the  course  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Mr. 
Woodbury,  against  the  charge  of  favoritism  in  the  selection  of  deposite 
banks.  He  also  delivered  a  forcible  speech  against  the  bill  authorizing 
appropriations  for  the  military  academy  at  West  Pomt.  He  was  deci- 
dedly opposed  to  that  institution,  as  then  and  at  present  organized.  Some 
eleven  years  afterward,  while  engaged  in  the  military  service  in  Mexico, 
he  acknowledged  himself  in  the  wrong,  and  bore  testimony  to  the  bril- 
liant services  which  the  graduates  of  the  academy,  trained  fb  soldiership 
from  boyhood,  had  rendered  to  their  country. 
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It  was  while  be  was  a  member  of  tbe  House,  tbat  Pierce  took  tbat 
stand  on  tbe  slavery  question  wbicb  he  uniformly  followed  in  Congress. 
He  fully  recognised,  by  bis  votes  and  by  his  voice,  tbe  rights  pledged  to 
the  south  by  tbe  constitution.  He  voted  to  sustain  tbe  right  of  petition, 
when  tbat  simple  question  was  presented  in  1837;  but  he  was  invariably 
opposed  to  all  agitation  upon  tbe  subject,  and  gave  bis  votes  to  that  end. 
In  May,  1836,  he  voted  in  favor  of  resolutions,  reported  by  a  select 
committee,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  declaring  tbat  Congress  has  no 
constitutional  authority  to  interfere  with  tbe  institution  of  slavery  in 
any  of  tbe  states ;  tbat  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with 
slavery  in  tbe  District  of  Columbia ;  and  that  all  petitions,  resolutions, 
propositions,  or  papers,  relating  to  slavery  should,  without  being  printed 
or  referred,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  further  action  thereon. 

In  1837,  Mf.  Pierce  was  elected,  by  a  large  majority  of  the  legislature 
of  New  Hampshire,  to  the  senate  of  tbe  United  States,  for  a  full  term  of 
six  years,  to  succeed  Isaac  Hill,  who  had  been  elected  governor  of  the 
state.*  He  took  his  seat  at  the  commencement  of  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  At  that  time  the  senate  presented  an  array  of  veteran  and 
eminent  statesmen.  Webster,  Clay,  Calhoun,  Benton,  Silas  Wright, 
Buchanan,  and  others,  before  and  since  distinguished  in  the  councils  of 
the  country,  were  members.  The  colleague  of  Pierce  was  Henry  Hub- 
bard. To  this  dignified  body  Pierce  came  as  tbe  youngest  member  of  the 
senate.  With  his  usual  tact  and  sense  of  propriety,  he  saw  that  it  was 
not  the  time  for  him  to  step  forward  prominently  on  this  highest  theatre 
in  the  land.  There  was  hardly  an  avenue  to  reputation  save  what  was 
occupied  by  tbe  leading  men  of  the  senate.  Modes  of  public  service 
remained,  however,  requiring  high  ability,  but  with  wbicb  few  men  of 
competent  endowment  would  have  been  content  to  occupy  themselves. 
In  the  more  elevated  field  of  tbe  senate.  Pierce  pursued  tbe  same  course 
as  while  a  representative,  and  with  more  than  equal  results.  Among 
other  committees,  he  was  a  member  of  tbat  upon  revolutionary  pensions. 
Of  this  subject  be  made  himself  thoroughly  master,  and  was  recognised 
by  the  senate  as  an  unquestionable  authority.  In  1840,  in  reference  to 
several  bills  for  the  relief  of  claimants  under  tbe  pension  law,  he  deliv- 
ered a  speech  which  illustrates  as  well  tbe  sympathies  as  tbe  justice  of 
the  man — showing  how  vividly  he  could  feel,  and,  at  tbe  same  time,  how 
powerless  were  bis  feelings  to  tiirn  him  aside  from  what  be  considered 
the  strict  line  of  public  integrity.  Tbe  merits  and  sacrifices  of  tbe  men 
and  women  of  the  Revolution  he  stated  in  strong  terms  :  but,  while 
expressing  his  heartfelt  recognition  of  tbe  debt  of  gratitude  due  to  them, 
the  senator,  as  on  a  former  occasion  while  ho  was  a  member  of  tbe  house 
of  representatives,  entered  into  an  analysis  of  the  claims  presented,  and 

*  John  Page,  appointed  by  the  governor,  senred  for  one  aetsion,  on  the  resignation  of 
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declared  them  to  be  void  of  justice.  The  mere  pecuniary  amount  sayed 
to  the  nation  by  his  scrutiny  into  affairs  of  this  kind,  though  great,  was 
but  a  minor  consideration.  The  danger  lay,  he  thought,  in  establishing 
a  corrupt  system,  and  placing  a  wrong  precedent  upon  the  statute-book. 
Instances  might  be  addbced,  on  the  other  hand,  which  show  him  not 
less  scrupulous  of  the  just  rights  of  claimants  than  careful  of  the  public 
interests. 

Another  subject  upon  which  he  came  forward  was  the  military,  and  the 
natural  defences  t)f  the  country.  The  records  of  debates  and  proceed- 
ings in  Congress  show  that  Pierce,  as  a  senator,  was  laborious  and  unos- 
tentatious in  the  discharge  of  his  duties ;  reports  of  committees,  brief 
remarks,  and  here  and  there  a  longer  speech,  evincing  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  subject.  Not  having  been  written  out  by  himself,  how- 
ever, these  speeches,  as  reported,  are  no  fair  specimens  of  his  oratory, 
except  as  regards  the  train  of  argument  and  substantia]  thought ;  and, 
adhering  very  closely  to  the  business  in  hand,  they  seldom  present 
passages  that  could  be  quoted,  without  doing  injustice  to  their  author. 
Like  the  men  of  the  Revolutionary  Congress,  he  speaks  with  the  earnest- 
ness of  honest  conviction,  and  out  of  the  fervor  of  his  heart,  and  because 
the  occasion  and  the  deep  sense  of  it  constrain  him.* 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1840,  Senator  Pierce  delivered  an  able  speech 
in  defence  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration  in  conducting  the  war  in 
Florida  against  the  Seminole  Indians,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Poinsett, 
secretary  of  war.     In  the  course  of  this  speech,  he  said :  — 

"  The  secretary  of  war  had  tested  the  inefficiency  of  mounted  men ; 
they  could  not  operate  in  that  country:  the  enormous  expense  of  the 
militia  had  been*  abundantly  demonstrated,  and  the  total  failure  of  the 
whole  was  painfully  obvious.  Under  these  circumstances,  what  were 
the  duties  of  the  head  of  the  department  ?  This  is  a  question  which  I 
shall  answer  only  by  stating,  further,  what  was  his  action,  and  leave  the 
country,  to  judge  of  its  propriety.  When  General  Jesup  was  permitted 
to  return  to  his  appropriate  staff  duties  in  Washington  city,  all  the  troops 
which  could  be  spared  from  our  exposed  and  unsettled  frontiers  in  other 
quarters  were  left  in  the  territory,  under  the  command  of  that  vigilant, 
energetic,  and  able  officer,  General  Taylor.  In  prosecuting  any  cam- 
paign, it  is  well  known  that  much  must,  of  necessity,  be  left  to  the  judg- 
ment and  military  genius  of  the  commander,  to  be  exercised  on  the  spot. 
In  October,  1838,  the  secretary  gave  General  Taylor  general  instructions: 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  succeeding  campaign  should  be  conducted.. 
In  those  instructions,  the  protection  of  Middle  Florida  against  the  incur-- 
sions  of  the  Seminoles  was  made  the  first  object.  To  attain  this,  th» 
establishment  of  an  interior  and  exterior  line  of  posts,  to  extend  acrosa 
the  peninsula  from  the  gulf  to  the  ocean,  was  recommended.     These  and 

^  Hawthorne. 
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various  other  suggestions  of  the  8eci;etary  formed  the  basis  of  General 
Taylor's  instructions  for  that  campaign.  Unfortunately,  the  great  and 
first  object  of  the  secretary  was  not  secured.  In  the  meantime,  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress  interposed.  Military  operations  were  suspended,  and 
negotiations  substituted  in  their  place,  against  the  known  and  expressed 
opinions  of  the  secretary.  The  result  of  the  negotiation  is  written  in 
blood.  The  obligations  of  the  treaty  were  not  regarded  for  a  moment ; 
they  were  not  intended  to  be  observed  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  at  the 
time  of  its  execution,  as  is  proved  by  the  burnings,  robberies,  and  mur- 
ders, that  immediately  followed  —  some  of  them  near  the  oldest  town 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  (St.  Augustine). 

"  I  believe,  with  all  the  difficulties  of  the  case,  the  secretary  has  made 
the  best  of  the  means  in  his  power.  In  considering  the  measure  now 
proposed,  it  is  material  to  remember  not  only  the  failure  of  the  large 
armies,  with  the  immense  expense  incurred,  and  the  disastrous  termina- 
tion of  every  attempt  at  negotiation,  but  also  to  bear  in  mind  the  very 
important  fact  that  there  is  no  war  in  the  territory,  and  has  been  none  for 
a  long  time,  in  the  proper  acceptation  of  the  term.  There  has  been  no 
fighting  for  more  than  two  years.  The  Indian  force  now  remaining  does 
not,  probably,  exceed  fronx  three  to  five  hundred  men,  scattered  in  small 
bands  over  this  extended  area.  That  they  should  be  expelled  as  soon 
as  practicable,  by  all  reasonable  means,  is  universally  conceded  ;  but  the 
secretary  who  would  sanction  a  recommendation  to  saddle  this  country 
with  the  expenses  of  an  army  of  twenty,  fifteen,  or  ten  thousand  men,  as 
has  been  suggested,  to  ?iuni  these  three  hundred  savages,  would  not  only 
find  little  support  for  his  recommendation  here,  but  less  before  the  people, 
who  are  wisely  and  justly  jealous  of  large  standing  armies.  To  expel 
the  last  vestige  of  these  banditti,  and  to  give  peace  and  security  to  the 
whole  of  that  peninsula,  must  be  the  work  of  time.  In  the  meanwhile, 
the  settler  in  his  home,  and  ihe  shipwrecked  mariner  upon  the  coast,  must 
find  protection  in  our  arms,  and  feel  that  there  is  security  from  Indian 
barbarity.  To  attain  these  objects,  the  instructions  already  given  for  the 
disposition  and  employment  of  the  force  now  in  Florida,  and  the  means 
we  are  considering,  are  well  adapted,  and,  in  my  judgment,  sanctioned  by 
sound  policy,  drawn  from  past  experience  and  present  knowledge.  By 
the  exertions  of  General  Taylor's  force  now  actively  employed,  as  I  notice 
:by  a  letter  of  the  11th  December,  1839,  the  settled  portions  of  the  territory 
'will  soon  be  relieved  from  every  individual  of  this  murderous  race. 

"  The  senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Preston),  to  show  what  may 
be  done  with  a  competent  force  in  Florida,  called  the  attention  of  the 
senate  to  the  expulsion  of  the  formidable  banditti  from  Italy,  by  the  ener- 
getic measures  of  Napoleon ;  but  the  gentleman  should  recollect  that  the 
arms  of  the  conqueror,  which  could  easily  and  efiectually  beat  up  the 
narrow  Pontine  marshes,  could  have  done  nothing  in  the  unexplored 
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impenetrable  hammocks  and  deep  morasses  of  our  broald  peninsula.  I 
might  ask  the  senator,  what  was  the  success  of  the  French  army  in  their 
own  district,  La  Vendee  ?  Were  they  equally  triumphant  there  ?  No, 
sir.  Notwithstanding  that  peculiar  country,  of  yet  more  peculiar  people,, 
presented  a  most  terrible  and  sanguinary  theatre  of  war,  literally  covered 
with  fire  and  blood,  they  rose,  as  it  were,  from  every  conquered  field  with 
new  energy  and  fresh  power  of  resistance.  It  became  merely  a  war  of 
devastation.  '  And  yet  we  are  informed  that  the  Yendeans  resisted  this 
kind  of  warfare  in  a  manner  to  render  it  everlasting.  Now,  sir,  where 
was  the  secret  spring  of  power,  on  the  part  of  these  people,  to  resist  this 
vastly  superior  numerical  force?  It  was  in. the  country  —  in  its  config- 
uration—  and  in  their  skill  and  courage  to  profit  by  it. 

'*  Look  at  the  interesting  country  of  Circassia,  the  fervid  patriotism  and 
wild  gallantry  of  whose  people  are  now  attracting  the  attention  and  won- 
der of  the  world.  It  presents,  at  this  moment,  the  astonishing  spectacle 
of  a  free  population  which  has  preserved  its  independence  and  its  indi- 
viduality in  an  almost  barbarous  state,  though  surrounded  by  more  civil- 
ized nations,  kussia  has  exerted  its  enormous  military  power  to  reduce 
these  tribes  inhabiting  the  borders  of  the  Black  sea,  and  the  strong  defiles 
and  fastnesses  of  the  Caucasian  mountains,  without  ever  gaining  any 
considerable  advantage. 

'*  I  make  these  references  in  reply  to  the  senator  from  South  Carolina, 
remarking,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  place  no  reliance  whatever  upon  the 
historical  authorities  introduced  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  either  for  or 
against  this  bill.  The  cases  are  not  parallel.  If  you  will  determine 
what  a  given  force  can  accomplish,  you  must  take  into  the  calculation 
the  circumstances  by  which  they  are  to  be  surrounded,  and  the  obstacles 
they  are  to  encounter,  the  topography  of  the  country  in  which  they  are  to 
operate,  its  climate  and  productions,  and  the  character  of  the  enemy  to  be 
subdued.  In  all  these  particulars,  Florida  stands  by  itself;  and  a  large 
force  having  proved  unavailing,  I  am  disposed  to  try  a  smaller  one,  to  be 
raised  expressly  for  this  service,  and  the  armed  settlers.'' 

This  speech  is  interesting,  as  showing  the  powers  of  argument  po8« 
sessed  by  Mr.  Pierce,  and  the  bent  of  his  mind  and  observation  on  mili- 
tary affairs — the  same  disposition  which  he  afterward  exemplified  in  his 
volunteer  services  in  Mexico. 

By  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  the  presidential  election  of  1840, 
the  administration  of  the  government  was  transferred  to  the  whigs,  which 
party  had  also  elected  a  majority  of  both  houses  of  Congress.  An  extra 
session  of  Congress,  summoned  by  President  Harrison  a  few  days  before 
his  death,  assembled  on  the  31st  May,  1841.  At  this  extra  session,  it 
was  the  purpose  of  the  whig  party,  under  the  leadership  of  Henry  Clay, 
to  overthrow  the  prominent  financial  measures  which  the  administrations 
of  Jackson  and  Van  Buren  had  established,  and  enact  their  own  favorite 
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measures  of  policy  instead.  It  was  a  dark  period  for  the  democratic 
party,  so  long  unaccustomed  to  defeat,  and  now  beholding  the  prospect 
of  their  long  contested  and  established  policy  apparently  about  to  be 
swept  away.  Mr.  Nicholson,  of  Tennessee,  remarks  :  "  The  power  of 
an  organized  minority  was  never  more  clearly  exhibited  than  in  this  con* 
test.  The  democratic  senators  acted  in  strict  concert,  meeting  night  after 
night  for  consultation.  In  these  consultations,  no  man's  voice  Was  heard 
with  more  profound  respect  than  that  of  Franklin  Pierce.  His  counsels 
were  characterized  by  so  thorough  a  knowledge  of  human  nature,  by  so 
much  solid  common-sense,  by  such  devotion  to  democratic  principles, 
that,  although,  among  the  youngest  of  the  senators,  it  was  deemed  impor- 
tant that  all  their  conclusions  should  be  submitted  to  his  sanction.  When 
he  rose  in  the  senate  or  in  the  committee-room,  he  was  heard  with  the 
profoundest  attention ;  and  he  was  greeted  by  the  veteran  democrats  as 
one  of  the  ablest  champions  of  the  party.  His  speeches  during  this  ses- 
sion will  compare  with  those  of  any  other  senator.  If  it  be  asked  why  \ 
he  did  not  receive  higher  distinction,  I  answer,  that  such  men  as  Calhoun,  . 
Wright,  Buchanan,,  and  Woodbury,  were  the  acknowledged  leaders  of  the 
democracy.  The  eyes  of  the  nation  were  on  them.  The  hopes  of  their 
party  were  reposed  in  them.  The  brightness  of  these  luminaries  was 
too  great  to  allow  the  brilliancy  of  so  young  a  man  to  attract  especial 
attention." 

In  the  course  of  this  session.  Pierce  made  an  eloquent  speech  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Buchanan's  resolution,  calling  upon  President  Tyler  to  furnish  the 
names  of  persons  removed  from  office  since  the  accession  of  the  whigs  to ' 
power,  in  March,  1841.  He  said  he  did  not  complain  that  removals 
had  occurred,  but  he  did  complain  of  the  hypocrisy  of  the  whig  party. 
**  Democratic  administrations  have  turned  out  political  opponents  to  give 
place  to  political  friends,  and  on  the  single  ground  that  they  had  the  right 
to  prefer  their  friends  to  their  opponents  ;  but  we  know  that  a  majority 
of  the  subordinate  officers  in  the  executive  departments  at  Washington 
have,  during  the  last  twelve  years,  been  opposed  to  General  Jackson's 
and  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administrations.  They  were  faithful  and  competent 
officers,  I  believe ;  at  all  events,  they  were  not  reached  by  the  spirit  of 
proscription.  But  whatever  was  done  by  the  late  administration  was  not 
done  under  false  pretences.  We  put  forth  no  canting,  hypocritical  circu- 
lars ;  we  stood  before  the  nation  and  the  world  on  the  naked,  unqualified 
ground  that  we  preferred  our  friends  to  our  opponents;  that  to  confer 
place  was  our  privilege,  -which  we  chose  to  exercise.  I  ought  not  to  say 
'  we  chost^  sir ;  for  I  will  say,  what  those  friends  best  acquainted  with  me 
know,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  administration  of  General  Jackson 
which  I  so  uniformly  failed  to  justify  as  the  removal  of  one  worthy  officer 
to  give  place  to  another. 

"The  senator  from  North  Carolina,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  the. 
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Other  day,  asked:  *  Do  gentlemen  expect  that  their  friends  are  to  he 
retained  in  office  against  the  will  of  the  nation  1  Are  they  so  unreason- 
ahle  as  to  expect  what  the  circumstances  and  the  necessity  of  the  case 
forbid  V  What  our  expectations  were,  is  not  the  question  now  ;  but  what 
were  your  pledges  and  promises  before  the  people.  On  a  previous  occa- 
sion, the  distinguished  senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  made  a  similar 
remark:  'An  ungracious  task,  but  the  nation  demands  it.'  Sir,  this 
demand  of  the  nation — this  plea  of  ^  state  necessity ,*  let  mo  tell  gentle- 
men— is  as  old  as  the  history  of  wrong  and  oppression.  It  has  been  the 
standing  plea,  the  never-failing  resort  of  despotism. 

"  The  great  Julius  found  it  convenient,  when  he  restored  the  dignity 
of  the  Roman  senate,  but  destroyed  its  independence.  It  gave  coun- 
tenance to,  and  justified,  all  the  atrocities  of  the  inquisition  in  Spain.  It 
forced  out  the  stifled  groans  that  issued  from  the  Black  Hole  of  Calcutta. 
It  was  written  in  tears  upon  the  Bridge  of  Sighs  in  Venice,  and  pointed 
to  those  dark  recesses  upon  whose  gloomy  thresholds  there  was  never 
seen  a  returning  footprint. 

"  It  was  the  plea  of  the  austere  and  ambitious  Strafford,  in  the  days  of 
Charles  I.  It  filled  the  Bastile  of  France,  and  lent  its  sanction  to  the 
terrible  atrocities  perpetrated  there.  It  was  this  plea  that  hurried  thou- 
sands equally  unoffending  and  innocent  to  the  guillotine.  It  was  uppn 
this  plea  that  the  greatest  of  generals — I  mean  him,  the  presence  of 
whose  very  ashes,  within  the  last  few  months,  sufficed  to  stir  the  hearts 
of  a  continent — it  was  upon  this  plea  that  he  abjured  the  noble  wife  who 
had  thrown  light  and  gladness  around  his  humbler  days,  and,  by  her  own 
lofty  energies  and  high  intellect,  had  encouraged  his  aspirations.  It  was 
upon  this  plea  that  he  committed  that  worst  and  most  fatal  act  of  his 
eventful  life.  Upon  this,  too,  he  drew  around  his  person  the  imperial 
purple.  It  has  in  all  times,  and  in  every  age,  been  the  foe  of  liberty,  and 
the  indispensable  slay  of  usurpation. 

"  When  were  the  chains  of  despotism  ever  thrown  around  the  freedom 
of  speech  and  of  the  press,  but  upon  this  plea  of  state  necessity  ?  Let 
the  spirit  of  Charles  X.  and  of  his  ministers  answer. 

"  It  is  cold,  selfish,  heartless,  and  has  always  been  regardless  of  age, 
sex,  condition,  services,  or  any  of  the  incidents  of  life  that  appeal  to 
patriotism  or  humanity.  It  has  afflicted  the  feeble  and  dependent  wife, 
for  the  imaginary  faults  of  her  husband.  It  has  stricken  down  innocence 
in  its  beauty,  youth  in  its  freshness,  manhood  in  its  vigor,  and  age  in  its 
feebleness  and  decrepitude.  Whatever  other  plea  or  apology  may  be  set 
up  for  the  sweeping,  ruthless  exercise  of  this  civil  guillotine  at  the 
present  day,  in  the  name  of  Liberty  let  us  be  spared  this  fearful  one  of 
STATE  NECESSITY,  in  this  early  age  of  the  republic,  upon  the  floor  of  the 
American  senate,  in  the  face  of  a  people  yet  free." 

In  June,  1842,  Mr.  Pierce  resigned  his  seat  in  the  United  States  sen- 
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ate,  and  retired  to  private  life.  He  was  then  only  in  the  thirty-eighth 
year  of  his  age,  and  his  political  prospects  had  never  been  brighter  at 
any  period  of  his  political  career.  He  could  reasonably  hope  for  promo- 
tion, yet  he  calmly  resigned  his  exalted  office,  and  retired  with  his  wife 
to  the  shades  of  Concord,  on  the  banks  of  the  romantic  Merrimack.  He 
appeared  to  be  cured  of  ambition,  as,  one  after  another,  its  objects  came 
to  him  unsought.  His  domestic  position,  likewise,  had  contributed  to 
direct  his  tastes  and  wishes  toward  the  pursuits  of  private  life.  In  1834 
he  had  married  Jane  Means  Appleton,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Apple- 
ton,  a  former  president  of  Bowdoin  college.  Three  sons  had  been  bom 
to  him :  and,  having  hitherto  been  kept  poor  by  his  public  service,  he  no 
doubt  became  sensible  of  the  expediency  of  making  some  provision  for  the 
future.  Such,  it  may  be  presumed,  were  the  considerations  that  induced 
his  resignation  as  senator,  to  the  regret  of  his  senatorial  associates. 

Mr.  Pierce  had  removed  from  Hillsborough  in  1835,  and  taken  up  his 
residence  at  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire.  On  his  retirement 
from  the  senate  in  1842,  he  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  his  profes- 
sion, which  had  been  so  long  interrupted  by  his  necessary  absence  at 
Washington,  and  soon  came  into  a  practice  worth  four  or  five  thousand 
dollars  per  annum.  The  fact  of  his  income  is  sufficient  proof  that  his 
talents  were  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  people  of  his  native  state.  For 
three  successive  years  he  had  little  apparent  connection  with  politics, 
although  he  was  considered  the  most  influential  man  with  his  party  in 
the  state.  In  October,  1845,  he  was  offered  by  Governor  Steele  the 
appointment  of  United  States  senator,  in  place  of  Levi  Woodbury,  who 
had  resigned  in  consequence  of  being  appointed  a  judge  of  the  United 
States  supreme  court.  This  offer  Mr.  Pierce  acknowledged  with  grati- 
tude, in  a  letter  to  the  governor,  but  declined  the  acceptance  of  the  honor. 
"My  personal  wishes  and  purposes,^'  he  remarked,  "  in  1842,  when  I. 
resigned  a  seat  in  the  senate,  were,  as  I  supposed,  so  perfectly  understood, 
that  I  have  not  for  a  moment  contemplated  a  return  to  public  life.  With- 
out adverting  to  other  grounds,  my  business,  professional  and  otherwise, 
is  such  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  leave  the  state  suddenly, 
and  be  absent  for  months,  without  sacrificing  the  interests  of  those  who 
rely  upon  my  services." 

About  this  time,  the  president  of  the  United  States,  John  Tyler,  offered 
Mr.  Pierce  the  office  of  district  attorney  of  New  Hampshire,  which  he 
accepted,  as  the  duties  which  belonged  properly  to  it  came  in  the  line  of 
his  profession.  He  continued  in  this  office  until  1847.  A  state  conven- 
tion of  the  democratic  party  in  1845  nominated  him  for  governor  of  New 
Hampshire,  but  he  declined  this  honor.  It  was  at  his  option  also,  in 
1846,  to  accept  the  highest  legal  position  in  the  country,  setting  aside  the 
bench,  and  the  one  which,  undoubtedly,  would  most  have  gratified  his 
professional  aspiration.     President  Polk,  with  whom  he  had  been  asso- 
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dated  in  Congress,  now  offered  him  the  office  of  attorney-general  of  the 
United  States,  which  had  become  racant  by  the  transfer  of  John  Y.  Mason 
to  the  nayy  department,  on  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Bancroft  as  minister  to 
Great  Britain.  **  In  tendering  to  you  this  position  in  my  cabinet,"  writes 
the  president,  « I  hare  been  governed  by  the  high  estimate  which  I  place 
upon  your  character  and  eminent  qualifications  to  fill  it."  In  the  letter 
in  which  this  proposal  is  declined,  among  other  remarks,  Mr.  Pierce 
says :  "  Althongh  the  early  years  of  my  manhood  were  devoted  to  public 
life,  it  was  never  really  suited  to  my  taste.  I  longed,  as  I  am  sure  you 
must  often  have  done,  for  the  quiet  and  independence  that  belong  only  to 
the  private  citizen ;  and  now,  at  forty,  I  feel  that  desire  stronger  than 
ever.  When  I  resigned  my  seat  in  the  senate,  in  1842, 1  did  it  with  the 
fixed  purpose  never  again  to  be  voluntarily  separated  from  my  family  for 
any  considerable  time,  except  at  the  call  of  my  country  in  time  of  war ; 
and  yet  this  consequence,  for  the  reason  before  stated  (the  iU-health  of 
Mrs.  Pierce)  and  on  account  of  climate,  would  be  very  likely  to  result 
from  my  acceptance.  These  are  some  of  the  considerations  which  have 
influenced  my  decision.  Tou  will,  I  am  sure,  appreciate  my  motives. 
Ton  will  not  believe  that  I  have  weighed  my  personal  convenience  and 
ease  against  the  public  interest,  especially  as  the  office  is  one  which,  if 
not  sought,  would  be  readily  accepted  by  gentlemen  who  could  bring  to 
your  aid  attainments  and  qualifications  vastly  superior  to  mine." 

It  is  unquestionable  (says  Hawthorne)  that,  at  this  period,  Pierce  hoped 
and  expected  to  spend  a  life  of  professional  toil  in  a  private  station,  undis- 
tinguished except  by  the  exercise  of  his  great  talents  in  peaceful  pursuits. 
But  such  was  not  his  destiny.  The  contingency  to  which  he  referred  in 
the  above  letter,  as  the  sole  exception  to  his  purpose  of  never  being  sep- 
arated from  his  family,  was  now  about  to  occur.  Nor  did  he  fail  to 
comport  himself  as,  not  only  that  intimation,  but  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
character,  gave  reason  to  anticipate. 

In  1844,  Mr.  Pierce  had  experienced  the  greatest  affliction  of  his  life. 
In  that  year  died  his  son,  Frank  Robert,  a  little  boy  of  rare  beauty  and 
promise,  aged  four  years,  and  leaving  his  bereaved  father  and  mother 
with  only  one  surviving  child,  a  son  then  of  about  three  years  of  age,  and 
destined  also  to  be  taken  from  them  by  death  nine  years  afterward — the 
last  remaining  hope  of  his  tender  parents. 

When  the  war  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  broke  out,  it 
found  Franklin  Pierce  pledged  to  the  service  of  his  country.  ^  He  showed 
his  readiness  to  redeem  the  pledge,  by  enrolling  himself  as  the  earliest 
volunteer  of  a  company  raised  in  Concord,  and  went  through  the  regular 
drQl,  with  his  fellow-soldiers,  as  a  private  in  the  ranks.  On  the  passage 
of  the  act  for  the  increase  of  the  army,  he  received,  the  appointment  of 
eolonel  of  the  ninth  regiment,  which  was  the  quota  of  New  England 
toward  the  ten  regiments  that  were  to  be  raised :  and  shortly  afterward, 
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in  March,  1647,  he  was  commissioned  as  brigadier-general  in  the  army, 
his  brigade  consisting  of  regiments  from  the  extreme  north,  the  extreme 
-west,  and  the  extreme  south  of  the  Union. 

There  is  nothing  in  any  other  country  (says  Hawthorne)  similar  to 
what  we  see  in  our  own,  when  the  blast  of  the  trumpet  at  once  conrerts 
men  of  peaceful  pursuits  into  warriors.  Every  war  in  which  America 
has  been  engaged  has  done  this ;  the  valor  that  wins  our  battles  is  not 
the  trained  hardihood  of  veterans,  but  a  native  and  spontaneous  fire ;  and 
there  is  surely  a  chivalrous  beauty  in  the  devotion  of  the  citizen-soldier 
to  his  country's  cause,  which  the  man  who  makes  arms  his  profession, 
and  is  but  doing  his  regular  business  on  the  field  of  battle,  can  not  pre- 
tend to  rival.  Taking  the  Mexican  war  as  a  specimen,  this  peculiar 
composition  of  an  American  army,  as  well  in  respect  to  its  ofiicers  as  its 
private  soldiers,  seems  to  create  a  spirit  of  romantic  adventure  which 
more  than  supplies  the  place  of  disciplined  courage. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  were  serious  objectiouR  entertained  by  officers 
of  the  regular  army,  and  by  many  other  American  citizens,  to  the  course 
of  President  Polk,  in  appointing  to  high  ofiices,  in  both  the  regular  and 
volunteer  army  employed  in  the  Mexican  war,  political  favorites  without 
regard  to  their  military  qualifications.  The  American  Whig  Review,  of 
November,  1852,  on  this  subject,  remarks :  — 

"  But  there  is  a  matter  in  connection  with  the  Mexican  war  for  which 
we  are  disposed  to  hold  General  Pierce  to  a  serious  responsibility.  By 
accepting  a  commission  at  the  hands  of  Mr.  Polk,  he  made  himself  a 
party  to  the  uijparalleled  abuse  which  the  latter  committed,  ^a^oit^ 
htlh,  when  he  converted  appointments  to  the  army  into  mere  spoils^  and 
conferred  commissions  of  every  grade  on  partisans  and  political  favorites 
only,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  accomplished  and  gallant  ofiicers  of 
the  old  army,  and  to  the  infinite  detriment  of  the  public  service.  He  con* 
ferred  on  William  O.  Butler  and  Robert  Patterson,  commissions  as  majors- 
general,  and  on  Thomas  Marshall,  Joseph  Lane,  and  James  Shields,  as 
brigadiers — to  command  the  volunteer  forces — neither  of  whom  had 
been  educated  to  the  profession  of  arms  ;  but  all  of  them  were  obviously 
political.  We  believe  that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  taken  for 
these  important  situations  some  of  the  old  army,  but  are  not  disposed  to 
make  any  particular  complaint,  as  the  volunteers  were  in  the  nature  of 
militia,  and  perhaps  civilians  suddenly  garnished  with  epaulettes  and 
swords  would  do  well  enough  in  commanding  them.  We  can  not,  how- 
ever, reprehend  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Polk  too  much,  in  proscribing  as  he 
did,  in  this  connection,  at  least  one  half  of  the  country.  Fortunately  the 
volunteers  were,  by  the  act  of  Congress,  authorized  to  designate  their 
own  field  and  company  officers,  and  thus  a  considerable  number  of  whigs 
obtained  access  to  the  field  of  battle.  As  colonels,  and  in  other  subordi- 
date  situations,  they  acquitted  themselves  creditably,  and  won  a  higher 
reputation  than  Mr.  Polk's  maiors-general  and  brigadiers. 
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*'  But,  though  the  course  of  Mr.  Polk  in  this  respect,"  continues  the 
Review,  *'  may  be  entitled  to  some  indulgence,  in  consideration  of  tho 
character  of  the  ibrce,  yet  what  are  we  to  think  of  his  conduct  on  the 
occasion  of  the  increase  of  the  regular  army,  by  the  addition  of  ten  new 
regiments  ?  It  was  obvious  that  he  was  bound,  by  every  rule  of  justice 
and  every  dictate  of  propriety,  to  recognise  the  claims  of  men  who  had 
consecrated  their  whole  lives  to  their  country — of  men  who  had  been 
present  on  every  battle-field,  from  the  opening  of  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain  down  to  that  of  Mexico  ?  But  we  are  safe,  at  any  rate,  in  insist- 
ing that  he  should  have  paid  some  attention  to  those  who  were  then  in 
the  presence  of  the  enemy,  and  who  had  distinguished  themselves  on  the 
fields  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  and  at  Monterey.  They 
were,  however,  all  of  them  remorselessly  set  aside  and  passed  over.  He 
appointed  Pillow  and  Quitman  majors-general,  and  Pierce,  Cadwallader, 
Gushing,  and  Price,  brigadiers ;  and  thus  enabled  the  two  former  to  com- 
mand every  ofiicer  in  the  regular  array,  except  Majors-General  Scott, 
Gaines,  Jesup,  and  Taylor ;  and  the  four  latter  all  of  those  gallant  officers 
who  had  obtained  imperishable  renown,  in  conflicts  with  the  enemy,  from 
1811  to  1847.  Veterans  of  great  merit,  superseded  by  these  political 
brigadiers,  have  been  from  that  day  to  this  remonstrating  against  the 
indignity  offered  them  by  Mr.  Polk.  And,  what  is  a  little  curious,  these 
men,  so  suddenly  and  so  unaccountably  elevated  above  such  exalted 
worth,  were  all  lawyers.  Why  could  not  Mr,  Polk  discover  some  fitness 
in  other  walks  of  civil  life  ?  He  should  have  recollected  that  Warren, 
who  fell  on  Bunker  hill,  and  Mercer  at  Trenton,  were  both  physicians. 
One  would  suppose  that  there  might  have  been  found  among  the  millions 
who  handle  the  plough,  or  the  hammer,  at  least  one  individual  equal  to  his 
democratic  lawyers ; — or  did  he  suppose  that  chopping  logic  in  court- 
houses alone  fitted  a  man  for  chopping  off,  gecundem  artem^  heads,  arms, 
&e.,  on  battle-fields  ?  Mr.  Pierce  was  a  party  to  the  enormous  injustice 
done  to  the  'gallant  officers  of  the  old  army,  and  to  the  no  less  enormous 
outrage  of  committing  to  untried  and  incompetent  hands  the  safety  of  our 
armies  and  the  honor  of  our  flag.** 

Having  accepted  a  commission  tendered  him  by  President  Polk,  Gen- 
eral Pierce,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Ransom,  proceeded  to  Boston,  to 
await  the  work  of  preparation  for  embarking  the  troops  for  Mexico.  He 
sailed  from  Newport  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847,  in  the  bark  Kepler,  having 
on  board  three  companies  of  the  ninth  regiment  of  infantry,  together  with 
Colonel  Ransom,  its  commander,  and  the  officers  belonging  to  the  detach- 
ment. The  passage  was  long  and  tedious,  with  protracted  calms,  and  so 
smooth  a  sea  that  a  sail-boat  migh^  have  performed  the  voyage  in  safety. 
The  Kepler  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  in  precisely  a  month  after  her  departure 
from  the  United  States,  without  speaking  a  single  vessel  from  tho  south 
during  her  passage,  and  of  course  receiving  no  intelligence  as  to  the  posi* 
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tion  and  state  of  the  army  ivhich  these  reinrorcements  were  to  join.  At 
Vera  Cruz,  the  troops  under  Pierce  encountered  pestilence  and  disease^ 
and  the  general  himself  was  taken  very  ill.  He  soon  recovered,  and,  with 
but  a  small  loss,  left  Vera  Cruz  in  the  middle  of  the  month  of  July  for  the 
interior  of  Mexico.  The  whole  force  under  his  command  consisted  of 
about  twenty-four  hundred  men.  His  line  of  march  was  a  most  harassing 
one,  beset  on  all  sides  by  Mexican  soldiers  and  guerilla  bands;  whose 
object  was  to  intercept  all  recruits  on  their  march  to  succor  General 
Scott.  The  great  object  of  Pierce  was,  not  to  give  battle,  but  to  avoid 
it — to  present  General  Scott  with  the  greatest  possible  number  of  healthy 
soldiers,  within  the  smallest  space  of  time.  Fifteen  miles  from  Vera 
Cruz,  the  courage  and  decision  of  General  Pierce  were  put  to  trial.  He 
was  there  attacked  by  a  fierce  guerilla  party,  and  gave  an  order  to  charge 
upon  the  chapparal.  The  enemy  was  completely  routed,  afler  some 
severe  fighting.  At  the  national  bridge  he  was  again  attacked  by  the 
^erillas,  who  barricaded  the  bridge.  He  ordered  Captain  Dupreau  to 
dash  over  the  barricade  and  charge  the  enemy.  The  order  was  promptly 
executed,  and  with  success.  In  this  skirmish,  General  Pierce  had  a  , 
narrow  escape,  having  received  an  escopette  ball  through  the  rim  of  his 
hat,  but  without  other  damage  than  leaving  his  head,  for  a  short  time, 
without  protection  from  the  sun.  "  The  balls,**  says  Pierce,  in  his  private 
journal,  *'  spattered  like  hailstones  around  us,  at  the  moment  the  column 
advanced ;  and  it  seems  truly  wonderful  that  so  few  took  efiect.*' 

On  the  1st  of  August,  General  Pierce  was  at  Perote,  and  advised 
General  Scott  of  the  state  of  his  command,  as  follows  :  "  I  shall  bring  to 
your  command  about  twenty-four  hundred  of  all  arms.  To-morrow  morn- 
ing, at  four  o*clock,  I  shall  leave  here  for  Puebla,  and  shall  make  the 
march  in  four  days.** 

The  men  under  his  care  were  principally  northern  recruits  :  they  had 
suffered  much  by  disease ;  had  been  attacked  five  times  by  guerilla  par- 
ties ;  and  yet  General  Pierce  had  lost  scarcely  a  man,  though  in  the 
heart  of  an  enemy's  country.  On  the  6th  of  August,  1847,  he  joined 
General  Scott  at  Puebla,  with  his  command  in  excellent  condition.* 

General  Pierce  kept  a  journal,  for  the  perusal  of  his  family  and  friends, 
which  he  continued  up  to  the  1st  of  August.  In  its  clear  and  simple 
narrative  (says  Hawthorne)  the  reader  can  not  fail  to  see — although  it 
was  written  with  no  purpose  of  displaying  them  —  the  native  qualities  of 
a  bom  soldier,  together  with  the  sagacity  of  an  experienced  one.  He 
had  proved  himself,  moreover,  physically  apt  for  war,  by  his  easy  endu- 
rance of  the  fatigues  of  the  march.  Nature,  indeed,  has  endowed  him 
with  a  rare  elasticity  of  both  mind  and  body.  Afler  the  severest  toil,  a 
single  night's  rest  does  as  much  for  him,  in  the  way  of  refreshment,  as  a 
week  could  do  for  most  other  men. 

*BuiIett 
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General  Scott,  who  was  at  Puebla,  with  the  main  army,  awaiting  this 
reinforcement,  began  his  march  toward  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  day 
after  General  Pierce's  arrival.  The  battle  of  Contreras  was  fought  on 
the  19th  of  August.  In  this  action,  the  Mexican  force  consisted  of  about 
seven  thousand  men,  posted  in  a  strongly-entrenched  camp  under  General 
Valencia.  A  portion  of  the  American  forces  were  ordered  to  move  against 
Valencia's  left  flank,  while  a  vigorous  assault  was  made  upon  his  front ; 
and  General  Pierce's  brigade  formed  a  part  of  the  force  engaged  in  this 
latter  movement,  in  which  four  thousand  newly-recruited  men,  unable  to 
bring  their  artillery  to  bear,  contended  against  seven  thousand  disciplined 
soldiers,  protected  by  intrenchments,  and  showering  round-shot  and  shells 
against  the  assailing  troops.  In  the  midst  of  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
Pierce,  advancing  at  the  head  of  the  column  and  encouraging  his  troops, 
was  severely  injured  by  the  fall  of  his  horse,  occasioned  by  the  animal 
thrusting  his  foot  into  a  crevice  among  the  rocks,  breaking  his  own  leg,  and 
crushing  his  rider  heavily  beneath  him.  He  suffered  great  pain,  but  was> 
ajBsisted  to  mount  another  horse,  and  remained  in  the  saddle  until  eleven* 
o'clock  at  night,  when  beneath  a  torrent  of  rain,  destitute  of  a  tent  or  other 
protection,  without  food  or  refreshment,  he  stretched  himself  upon  an  am- 
munition wagon,  where  he  lay,  prevented  by  pain  from  finding  repose.  At 
early  dawn  he  was  again  in  the  saddle,  at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  which 
had  taken  its  former  position  in  front  of  the  enemy.  Soon  after,  the 
Mexican  camp  was  stormed,  and  in  the  short  space  of  seventeen  minutes- 
it  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  assailants,  together  with  a  multitude  of 
prisoners.  The  remnant  of  the  routed  enemy  fled  toward  Churubusco,. 
Pierce  leading  his  brigade  in  pursuit,  over  ground  strewn  with  the  dead 
and  dying.  The  pursuit  was  continued  until  past  noon,  Santa  Anna's 
army  having  made  a  stand  at  the  strong  positions  of  Churubusco  and 
San  Antonio,  where  the  great  conflict  of  the  day  commenced.  Pierce's 
brigade  was  ordered  to  pursue  a  route  by  which  the  enemy  could  be 
attacked  in  the  rear.  Against  the  remonstrance  of  General  Scott,  who 
considered  him  too  much  injured  to  remain  on  the  field,  Pierce  advanced 
at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  and  the  troops  were  soon  under  fire.  When 
the  brigade  had  advanced  about  a  mile,  its  march  was  impeded  by  a  wide 
and  deep  ditch.  It  being  impossible  to  leap  it.  General  Pierce  was  lifted 
from  his  saddle,  and,  hurt  as  he  was,  contrived  to  wade  or  scramble  across 
this  obstacle,  leaving  his  horse  on  the  other  side.  In  the  excitement  of 
the  battle  he  forgot  his  injury,  and  hurried  forward,  leading  the  brigade,  a 
distance  of  two  or  three  hundred  yards.  But,  in  consequence  of  the 
exhaustion  of  his  frame  and  the  anguish  of  his  injured  knee,  he  fell,  faint 
and  almost  insensible,  within  full  range  of  the  enemy's  fire.  He  refused 
to  be  borne  from  the  field,  and  there  he  lay,  under  the  tremendous  fire  of 
Churubusco,  until  the  enemy  was  routed  and  the  contest  ended. 

Immediately  afler  this  victory,  Santa  Anna  sent  a  flag  of  truce  pro* 
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posing  tn  armistice,  with  a  view  to  negotiations  for  peace ;  and  General 
pierce  was  appointed  by  the  commander-in-chief  one  of  the  commission- 
•rs  to  arrange  the  terms  of  this  armistice,  Generals  Quitman  and  Percifer 
F.  Smith  being  his  colleagues  in  the  commission.  Pierce  was  unable  to 
walk  or  to  mount  his  horse  without  assistance,  when  the  intelligence 
of  his  appointment  reached  him.  He  immediately  obeyed  the  summons, 
was  assisted  into  the  saddle,  and  rode  to  Tacubaya,  where,  at  the  house 
of  the  British  consul  general,  the  American  lynd  Mexican  commissioners 
were  assembled.  The  conference  began  late  in  the  afternoon  and  con- 
tinued until  four  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when  the  articles  were  signed. 
Pierce  then  proceeded  to  the  quarters  of  General  Worth,  where  he 
obtained  a  short  repose. 

The  armistice  was  of  short  duration.  Military  operations,  after  a  tem- 
porary interruption,  were  actively  renewed  ;  and  on  the  8th  of  September 
was  fought  the  bloody  battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  one  of  the  fiercest  and 
most  destructive  of  the  war.  General  Pierce,  with  his  brigade,  partici- 
pated in  that  battle,  as  well  as  that  of  Chepul tepee,  which  was  fought  on 
the  13th  of  September.  On  the  preceding  day,  although  greatly  enfee- 
bled from  previous  marches  snd  battles,  General  Pierce  had  acted  with 
bis  brigade.  In  obedience  to  orders,  it  had  occupied  the  field  of  Molina 
del  Rey.  Contrary  to  expectation,  it  was  found  that  the  enemy's  force 
had  been  withdrawn  from  this  position.  Pierce  remained  in  the  field 
until  noon,  when,  it  being  certain  that  the  anticipated  attack  would  not 
take  place  before  the  following  day,  he  returned  to  the  quarters  of  General 
Worth.  There  he  became  extremely  ill,  and  was  unable  to  leave  his  bed 
for  thirty-six  hours.  In  the  meantime,  the  castle  of  Chepultepec  was 
•termed  by  the  troops  under  Generals  Pillow  and  Quitman.  Pierce's 
brigade  behaved  itself  gallantly  and  suffered  severely ;  and  that  accom- 
plished officer  Colonel  Ransom,  leading  the  ninth,  or  New  England  regi- 
ment, to  the  attack,  was  shot  through  the  head,  and  fell  with  many  other 
brave  men,  in  that  last  battle  of  the  war.  The  campaign  closed  witk 
Chepultepec.  The  Mexicans  had  abandoned  their  capital.  The  victo- 
rious Americans  took  possession,  and  their  flag  waved  over  the  *'  halls  of 
thevMontezumas,"  which  had  seen  no  conquering  foe  since  the  Spaniards 
under  Cortez  had  U\en  possession  more  than  three  centuries  before. 

General  Pierce  remained  in  Mexico  until  December,  1847,  when,  as 
the  warfare  was  over  and  peace  about  being  concluded,  he  set  out  on  his 
return  home.  In  nine  months,  crowded  full  of  incident,  he  had  seen 
far  more  of  actual  service  than  many  professional  soldiers  during  their 
whole  lives.  As  soon  as  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed,  he  gave  up  his 
commission,  and  returned  to  the  practice  of  the  law,  again  proposing  to 
«pend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  bosom  of  his  family.  All  the 
•dreams  of  his  youth  were  now  fulfilled ;  the  military  ardor  that  had  struck 
«a  hereditary  root  in  his  breast  had  enjoyed  its  scope  and  was  satisfied ; 
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and  he  flattered  himself  that  no  circumstances  could  hereafter  occur  to 
draw  him  from  the  retirement  of  domestic  peace.  New  Hampshire 
received  him  with  pride  and  honor,  and  even  with  more  enthusiastic 
affection  than  ever.  At  his  departure  he  had  received  a  splendid  sword 
at  the  hands  of  many  of  his  friends,  in  token  of  their  confidence ;  he  had 
shown  himself  well  worthy  to  wear,  and  able  to  use,  a  soldier*s  weapon ; 
and  his  native  state  now  gave  him  another,  the  testimonial  of  approved 
valor  and  warlike  conduct.* 

The  intervening  years  from  his  return  from  Mexico  to  his  election  to 
the  presidency,  were  spent  by  General  Pierce  in  close  attention  to  his 
profession  as  a  lawyer — an  employment  scarcely  varied  or  interrupted 
except  by  those  episodes  of  political  activity  in  which  he  felt  compelled 
to  engage.  In  the  presidential  canvass  of  1848,  ho  used  his  best  efforts 
in  behalf  of  the  candidate  of  his  party,  General  Cass.  When  the  series 
of  measures  known  under  the  collective  term  of  the  compromise  were 
passed  by  Congress  in  1850,  General  Pierce  gave  them  his  decided 
approval,  as  a  settlement  of  the  agitated  questions  regarding  slavery.  On 
previous  occasions,  however,  he  had  expressed  opinions  adverse  to  the 
extension  of  slavery ;  and  at  a  public  meeting  at  Concord,  on  the  5th  of 
June,  1845,  in  a  speech  in  reply  to  John  P.  Hale,  Mr.  Pierce  said  (as 
reported  in  the  New  Hampshire  Patriot  of  June  12,  1845):  — 

*'  He  had  only  to  say  now,  what  he  had  always  said,  that  he  regarded 
slavery  as  one  of  the  greatest  moral  and  social  evils — a  curse  upon  the 
whole  country,  and  this  he  believed  to  be  the  sentiment  of  all  men,  of 
all  parties,  at  the  North.  He  was  free  to  admit  that  he  had  himself 
approached  this  subject  of  annexation  [of  Texas]  with  all  his  prejudices 
and  prepossessions  against  it,  and  on  one  ground  alone — its  slavery  fea^ 
ture.  His  convictions  on  this  subject  were,  as  had  been  stated,  strong ; 
not  the  result  of  any  new  light,  but  deeply  fixed  and  abiding.  The  only 
difficulty  in  his  mind  ever  had  been  that  of  a  recognition,  by  any  new  act 
of  our  government,  of  the  institution  of  domestic  slavery ;  and  he  had 
found  it  extremely  difficult  to  bring  his  mind  to  a  condition  impartially  to 
weigh  the  argument  for  and  against  the  measure.*' 

Some  years  subsequently,  in  the  New  Hampshire  constitutional  con- 
vention, on  the  1st  January,  1851,  General  Pierce  remarked:  "I  would 
take  the  ground  of  the  non-extension  of  slavery — that  slavery  should  not 
become  stronger.  But  Congress  have  only  re-enacted  the  old  law  of 
1793.  Union-loving  men,  desiring  peace  and  loving  their  country,  con- 
ceded that  point,  unwillingly  conceded  it,  and  planting  themselves  upon 
this  law  against  the  outburst  of  popular  feeling,  resisted  the  agitation 
which  is  assaulting  all  who  stand  up  for  their  country.  But  the  gentle- 
man says  that  the  law  is  obnoxious !  What  single  thing  is  there  con- 
nected with  slavery  that  is  not  obnoxious  ?     Even  the  gentleman  from 

*  Hawthorne.  ^  t 
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Marlborough  [Dr.  Batcheler,  an  ultra  abolitionist]  can  not  feel  more 
deeply  than  I  do  on  this  subject,"  &c. 

In  the  autumn  of  1850,  in  pursuance  of  a  vote  of  the  people,  a  conven- 
tion assembled  .at  Concord  for  the  revision  of  the  constitution  Of  New 
Hampshire.  General  Pierce  was  elected  its  president  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote,  in  a  body  which  included  Judge  Woodbury  and  other 
of  the  most  eminent  citizens  of  the  state.  His  conduct  as  presiding 
officer  was  satisfactory  to  all  parties.  The  amendments  proposed  by  the 
convention  were  numerous,  and  were  all  rejected  by  the  people. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1852,  the  democratic  national  convention  assem- 
bled at  Baltimore,  for  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  president  and 
vice-president  of  the  United  States.  In  the  previous  January,  the  demo- 
cratic state  convention  of  New  Hampshire  had  signified  their  preference 
for  Franklin  Pierce  as  the  presidential  candidate — a  demonstration  which 
drew  from  him  a  response  addressed  to  his  friend,  Mr.  Atherton.  We 
make  the  following  extract :  — 

'^  To  these  my  sincere  and  grateful  acknowledgments,  I  desire  to  add, 
the  same  motives  which  induced  me  several  years  ago  to  retire  from  pub- 
lic life,  and  which  since  that  time  controlled  my  judgment  in  this  respect, 
sow  impel  me  to  say,  that  the  use  of  my  name,  in  any  event,  before  the 
democratic  national  convention  at  Baltimore,  to  which  you  are  a  delegate, 
would  be  utterly  repugnant  to  my  taste  and  wishes." 

Notwithstanding  this  letter,  it  is  believed  that  the  New  Hampshire 
delegates  to  the  convention,  particularly  Charles  G.  Atherton  and  Edmund 
Burke,  were  determined  to  avail  themselves  of  any  favorable  opportunity 
which  might  occur,  in  the  expected  non-agreement  of  the  convention  on 
a  candidate,  to  endeavor  to  effect  the  nomination  of  General  Pierce. 
The  opportunity  was  presented. 

The  convention  continued  its  sessions  during  four  days.  Thirty-five 
ballotinga  were  held,  with  a  continually-decreasing  prospect  that  the 
friends  of  any  one  of  the  gentlemen  hitherto  prominent  before  the  people 
would  succeed  in  obtaining  the  two-thirds  vote  that  was  requisite  for  a 
nomination. 

For  ten  successive  ballottings  •  after  General  Pierce's  name  had  been 
brought  forward  on  the  thirty-fifth  ballot,  when  he  received  fifteen  votes, 
th^  whole  number  given  to  him  failed  to  exceed  thirty  votes  at  any  one 
time,  as  Virginia,  Maine,  and  New  Hampshire,  had  voted  for  him.  On 
the  forty-eighth  ballot  he  received  fifty-five  votes  ;  and  on  the  forty-ninth 
and  final  ballot.  North  Carolina  had  determined  to  cas^  her  vote  for 
Pierce,  and  James  C.  Dobbins,  one  of  her  delegates,  was  about  to  give  it. 
He  made  a  most  eloquent  speech  at  the  moment,  which  had  a  powerful 
influence  on  the  convention,  and  led  to  Pierce's  nomination.  He  received 
two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  against  eleven  for  all  others,  and  was 
declared  the  nominee  of  the  convention.     Quickly  as  the  lightning-flash 
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could  blazon  it  abroad  (says  Hawthorne),  his  name  was  on  every  tongue 
from  end  to  end  of  this  vast  country.  Within  an  hour  he  grew  to  be 
illustrious. 

The  presidential  election  of  November,  1852,  did  not  turn  upon  the 
personal  popularity  of  the  candidates.  General  Pierce  received  the 
united  vote  of  the  democratic  party  throughout  the  nation,  in  addition,  as 
was  supposed,  to  the  votes  of  fifty  thousand  whigs  who  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  nomination  of  General  Scott.  Of  the  votes  of  the  electoral 
colleges,  Pierce  received  two  hundred  and  fifty-four,  and  Scott  forty-two 
votes. 

In  the  midst  of  the  congratulations  of  his  countrymen.  General  Pierce 
and  his  wife  were  plunged  into  the  deepest  afiliction,  by  a  sad  accident 
which  deprived  them  of  their  last  remaining  child.  Their  son  Benjamin 
was  a  promising  youth  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  age.  He  not  only 
had  great  inclination  to  study,  but  was  one  of  those  affectionate  boys 
who  win  the  love  and  esteem  of  all.  If  ever  child  promised  to  fulfil  the 
expectations  of  his  friends,  it  was  he,  whose  charming  voice  and  sweet 
countenance  dwell  on  the  memory  of  all  who  knew  him. 

On  a  winter's  morning — the  6th  of  January,  1853 — the  president  elect, 
his  wife  and  son,  were  seated  with  a  feeling  of  perfect  security,  for  a 
short  journey  on  the  railroad  between  Andover  and  Lawrence,  Massachu- 
setts. There  was  a  sound  like  a  peal  of  thunder.  The  car  was  thrown 
off  the  track,  and  dashed  against  the  rocks.  Benjamin  Pierce  was 
instantly  killed,  and  several  other  passengers  were  severely  injured. 
Some  died  of  their  wounds.  The  president  elect  was  childless.  The 
eyes  of  his  dear,  his  only  son,  had  shut  for  ever  to  the  light,  and  the  soul 
had  departed.  The  afflicted  parents  wept  with  heartfelt  agony.  That 
son,  on  whom  they  doated,  they  were  never  to  see  more.  Like  four  of 
his  predecessors  in  the  presidency — Washington,  Madison,  Jackson,  and  ^ 
Polk — General  Pierce  was  destined  to  enter  on  the  honors  of  the  execu* 
tive  of  the  nation  in  the  solitude  of  a  childless  life. 

One  of  the  president's  biographers  remarks :  "  And  now,  in  the  midst 
of  all  his  triumphs,  the  secret  sting  of  sadness  remains  buried  in  his 
heart.  Providence  has  so  dispensed  the  good  and  the  evil  of  life,  that 
every  man,  whatever  his  station  or  however  E^appy  his  lot,  finds  crosses 
and  afflictions  which  always  counterbalance  his  pleasures.  There  is  no 
perfect  happiness  on  earth.  Prosperity  is  a  dream ;  glory  a  mistake ; 
the^vorld  a  deception,  which  finds  only  phantoms,  leaving  nothing  solid 
in  the  heart.  God  alone  can  comfort  our  afflictions,  af  d  in  the  medita- 
tion of  his  holy  law  and  submission  to  his  eternal  decrees  do  the  bereaved 
parents  seek  those  consolations  which  they  have  never  found  in  the 
world,  and  which,  while  softening  their  afflictions  here  below,  will  secure 
to  them  their  immortal  reward  hereafter." 

General  Pierce  and  his  wife  have  always  been  regular  attendants  on 
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divine  worship  in  the  congregational  church,  the  lady  being  a  profes- 
sor of  religion.  The  president  was  carefully  educated  in  the  religtous 
principles  which  distinguished  the  first  settlers  of  New  England ;  and  in 
early  manhood  he  became  attached  to  those  doctrines  in  which  he  was 
educated. 

The  personal  appearance  of  General  Pierce  is  elegant  and  command- 
ing. His  height  is  about  five  feet  ten  inches ;  he  is  rather  slight  in 
figure,  and  has  a  very  pleasant  and  impressive  address.  His  eyes  are 
dark,  bright,  and  piercing;  his  hair  dark;  his  forehead  and  face  fine, 
open,  and  frank  in  their  expression. 

The  votes  for  president  and  vice-president  having  been  counted  in 
Congress  on  the  9th  February,  and  the  result  declared,  a  joint  committee 
was  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  president  elect  and  inform  him  of  his 
election.  In  his  reply  to  the  committee,  Mr.  Pierce  said :  "  You  will 
please  to  communicate  to  the  respective  houses  of  Congress  my  accept- 
ance of  the  trust  confided  to  me,  and  at  the  same  time  express  to  them 
my  grateful  acknowledgments,  and  assure  them  of  the  deep  sense  of 
obligation  with  which  I  regard  this  manifestation  on  the  part  of  my 
countrymen.  It  will  be  my  earnest  endeavor  to  prove  that  their  con- 
fidence has  not  been  misplaced.** 


THE  INAUGURATION. 


The  national  ceremony  of  the  inauguration  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  took  place,  as  usual,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  Friday, 
March  4,  1853.  '  A  large  concourse  of  strangers  as  well  as  citizens  were 
in  attendance ;  and  it  was  estimated  that  the  census  of  Washington  city 
and  Georgetown  had  been  increased,  within  a  week  of  the  time,  upward 
of  twenty  thousand  persons.  The  country  adjacent  to  the  capitol  poured 
in,  on  the  morning  of  the  ceremony,  from  every  point  of  the  compass, 
until  at  length  there  must  have  been,  for  a  time,  approximating  seventy 
or  eighty  thousand  persons  within  the  city  limits.  At  an  early  hour, 
drums  beat,  and  music  resounded  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  to  arouse 
and  prepare  the  people  for  the  pageant  of  the  day.  The  weather  was 
not  pleasant ;  a  raw  northeasterly  wind,  wafting  a  continuous  though  ftist- 
melting  snow,  made  its  efiects  felt  on  all  exposed  to  it :  still,  it  was  not 
forbidding  enough  to  prevent  any,  but  invalids,  from  participating  in  the 
scene  in  the  open  air. 

The  military  array  was  on  a  scale  grander  than  any  that  had  preceded 
it  in  Washington.  Besides  the  United  States  troops  and  volunteer  regi- 
ment of  the  District  of  Columbia,  several  military  companies  were  pres- 
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ent  from  New  York,  Baltimore,  and  other  places.  These,  with  the  other 
constituent  parts  of  the  procession,  met  on  the  parade-ground  in  front  of 
the  city-^all,  and  about  noon  marched  thence  to  Pennsylvania  avenue, 
to  escort  Franklin  Pierce,  the  president  elect,  from  his  lodgings,  at 
Willard's  hotel,  to  the  capitol. 

Arrived  at  the  hotel,  the  procession  was  joined  by  an  open  barouche, 
containing  President  Fillmore  and  the  president  elect,  and  Senators 
Bright,  of  Indiana,  and  Hamlin,  of  Maine,  of  the  committee  of  arrange* 
ments ;  the  barouche  being  surrounded  by  the  marshal  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  his  aids.  First  in  the  procession  were  the  United  States 
artillery  and  marines,  followed  by  the  other  military  companies ;  then 
followed  the  president's  barouche ;  after  which  were  several  fire  compa- 
nies, bands  of  marine,  and  democratic  associations  from  various  cities. 
In  order  to  accommodate  the  people  as  much  as  possible,  in  viewing  the 
ceremony,  the  large  gates  of  the  capitol-yard  were  closed  to  carriages. 
The  president's  party  and  the  diplomatic  corps  were  admitted  by  the 
north-side  gate  and  a  covered  way  to  the  north  door  of  the  capitol.  The 
pedestrian  portion  of  the  procession,  with  the  people  at  large,  entered  by 
one  of  the  side  gates. 

The  president,  president  elect,  and  committee  of  arrangements,  having 
arrived  in  the  senate-chamber,  after  the  usual  formalities  there,  they  pro- 
ceeded thence  to  the  platform  erected  for  the  occasion,  over  the  steps 
leading  up  to  the  eastern  portico.  The  president  elect  then  stood 
forward,  and,  holding  up  his  right  hand,  took  the  oath  of  office,  which 
was  administered  by  the  chief-justice  of  the  United  States,  Roger  B. 
Taney. 

President  Pierce  then  delivered  his  inaugural  address,  without  the  use 
of  notes  or  written  paper  (in  this  respect  differing  from  all  his  predeces- 
sors) ;  but  with  much  energy  and  oratorical  action,  and  with  a  strong,  clear 
voice,  that  made  itself  heard  over  an  area  containing  about  fifteen  thou- 
sand spectators.  The  address  was  commenced  at  half-past  one  o'clock, 
or  one  hour  after  the  first  movement  of  the  procession,  and  concluded  at 
about  two  o'clock.  It  was  received  with  enthusiasm  by  the  inunense 
audience  who  listened  to  it 

The  artillery  announced  the  conclusion  of  the  address ;  and  the  presi* 
dent,  escorted  by  the  military  and  accompanied  by  Ex-President  Fillmore 
and  others,  proceeded  to  the  presidential  mansion,  where  the  new  presi- 
dent received  the  congratulations  of  the  people  as  they  passed  rapidly 
through  the  circular  room,  from  the  north  to  the  south  front  of  the  man- 
sion. Ex-President  Fillmore  then  left  the  president,  and  occupied  the 
suite  of  rooms  which  had  been  vacated  by  Mr.  Pierce  at  Willard's  hotel. 

The  vice-president  elect,  William  R.  King,  was  absent  from  ill-health» 
and  at  the  time  of  the  inauguration  was  sojourning  at  the  island  of  Cuba„ 
in  the  West  Indies.    The  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  Mr.  King  at 
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Matanzas,  by  the  United  States  consul,  according  to  a  special  act  of 
Congress ;  soon  after  which,  he  returned  to  his  residence  near  Selina, 
Alabama,  where  he  died. 

THE    CABINET. 

On  the  7th  of  IVfarch,  President  Pierce  nominated  the  following 
gentlemen  to  compose  his  cabinet,  and  they  were  forthwith  confirmed 
without  opposition  by  the  senate,  which  was  then  in  session  :  William  L. 
Marcy,  of  New  York,  secretary  of  state  ;  James  Guthrie,  of  Kentucky^ 
secretary  of  the  treasury;  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  secretary  of 
'war;  James  C.  Dobbin,  of  North  Carolina,  secretary  of  the  navy;  Rob- 
ert M*Clelland,  of  Michigan,  secretary  of  the  interior ;  James  Campbell, 
of  Pennsylvania,  postmaster-general ;  Caleb  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts^ 
attorney-general. 

These  heads  of  departments  entered  on  their  duties  the  following  day. 
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PIERCE'S 

ADDRESSES  AND  MESSAGES. 


INAUGURAL    ADDRESS. 
March  4,  1853. 

My  Countrymen  :  It  is  a  relief  to  feel  that  no  heart  but  my  own  can 
know  the  personal  regret  and  bitter  sorrow,  over  which  I  have  been  borne 
to  a  position,  so  suitable  for  others,  rather  than  desirable  for  myself. 

The  circumstances  under  which  I  have  been  called,  for  a  limited  period, 
to  preside  over  the  destinies  of  the  republic,  fill  me  with  a  profound  sense 
of  responsibility,  but  with  nothing  like  shrinking  apprehension.  I  repair 
to  the  post  assigned  me,  not  as  to  one  sought,  but  in  obedience  to  the 
unsolicited  expression  of  your  will,  answerable  only  for  a  fearless,  faithful, 
and  diligent  exercise  of  my  best  powers.  I  ought  to  be,  and  am,  truly  grate- 
ful for  the  rare  manifestation  of  the  nation's  confidence  ;  but  this,  so  far  from 
lightening  my  obligations,  only  adds  to  their  weight.  You  have  summoned 
me  in  my  weakness  :  you  must  sustain  me  by  your  strength.  When  look- 
ing for  the  fulfilment  of  reasonable  requirements,  you  will  not  be  unmind- 
ful of  the  great  changes  which  ha^e  occurred,  even  within  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century,  and  the  consequent  augmentation  and  complexity  of  duties 
imposed,  in  the  administration  both  of  3'our  home  and  foreign  affairs. 

Whether  the  elements  of  inherent  fprce  in  the  republic  have  kept  pace 
with  its  unparalleled  progression  in  territory,  population,  and  wealth,  has 
been  the  subject  of  earnest  thought  and  discussion  on  both  sides  of  the 
ocean.  Less  than  sixty-four  years  ago,  the  Father  of  his  country  made 
"  the"  then  "  recent  accession  of  the  important  state  of  North  Carolina  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,"  one  of  the  subjects  of  his  special 
congratulation.  At  that  moment,  however,  when  the  agitation  conseq  lent 
upon  the  revolutionary  struggle  had  hardly  subsided,  when  we  were  just 
emerging  from  the  weakness  and  embarrassments  of  the  confederation, 
there  was  an  evident  consciousness  of  vigor  equal  to  the  great  mission  so 
wisely  and  bravely  fulfilled  by  our  fathers.  It  was  not  a  presumptuous 
assurance,  but  a  calm  faith,  springing  from  a  clear  view  of  the  sources  of 
power,  in  a  government  constituted  like  ours.  It  is  no  paradox  to  say 
that,  although  comparahvely  weak,  the  new-bom  nation  was  intrinsically 
strong.  Inconsiderable  in  population  and  apparent  resources,  it  was 
upheld  by  a  broad  and  intelligent  comprehension  of  rights,  and  an  all-per- 
vading purpose  to  maintain  them,  stronger  than  armaments.  It  came  from 
the  furnace  of  the  Revolution,  tempered  to  the  necessities  of  the  times. 
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The  thoughts  of  the  men  of  that  day  were  as  practical  as  their  sentiments 
were  patriotic.  They  wasted  no  portion  of  their  energies  upon  idle  and 
delusive  speculations,  hut  with  a  firm  and  fearless  step  advanced  beyond 
the  governmental  landmarks,  which  had  hitherto  circumscribed  the  limits 
of  human  freedom,  and  planted  their  standard  where  it  has  stood,  against 
dangers,  which  have  threatened  from  abroad,  and  internal  agitation  which 
has  at  limes  fearfully  menaced  at  home.  They  approved  themselves  equal 
to  the  solution  of  the  great  problem,  to  understand  which  their  minds  bad 
been  illuminated  by  the  dawning  lights  of  the  Revolution.  The  object 
sought  was  not  a  thing  dreamed  of:  it  was  a  thing  realized.  They  had 
exhibited  not  only  the  power  to  achieve,  but  what  all  history  affirms  to  be 
so  much  more  unusual,  the  capacity  to  maintain.  The  oppressed  through- 
out the  world,  from  that  day  to  the  present,  have  turned  their  eyes  hith- 
erward,  not  to  find  those  lights  extinguished,  or  to  fear  lest  they  should 
wan£,  but  to  be  constantly  cheered  by  their  steady  and  increasing  radiance. 

In  this,  our  country  has,  in  my  judgment,  thus  far  fulfilled  its  highest 
duty  to  suffering  humanity.  It  has  spoken,  and  will  continue  to  speak, 
not  only  by  its  words,  but  by. its  acts,  the  language  of  sympathy,  encourage- 
ment, and  hope,  to  those  who  earnestly  listen  to  the  tones  which  pronounce 
for  the  largest  rational  liberty.  But,  after  all,  the  most  animating  encour- 
agement and  potent  appeal  for  freedom  will  be  its  own  history,  its  trials, 
and  its  triumphs.  Pre-eminently,  the  power  of  our  advocacy  reposes  in 
our  example  ;  but  no  example,  be  it  remembered,  can  be  powerful  for  last- 
ing good,  whatever  apparent  advantages  may  be  gained,  which  is  not 
based  upon  eternal  principles  of  right  and  justice.  Our  fathers  decided 
for  themselves,  both  upon  the  hour  to  declare  and  the  hour  to  strike.  They 
were  their  own  judges  of  the  circumstances  under  which  it  became  them 
to  pledge  to  each  other  **  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor,** 
for  the  acquisition  of  the  priceless  inheritance  transmitted  to  us.  The 
energy  with  which  that  great  conflict  was  opened,  and,  under  the  guidance 
of  a  manifest  and  beneficent  Providence,  the  uncomplaining  endurance 
with  which  it  was  prosecuted  to  its  consummation,  were  only  surpassed 
by  the  wisdom  and  patriotic  spirit  of  concession  which  characterized  all 
the  counsels  of  the  early  fathers. 

One  of  the  most  impressive  evidences  of  that  wisdom  is  to  be  found  in 
the  fact,  that  the  actual  working  of  our  system  has  dispelled  a  degree  of 
solicitude,  which,  at  the  outset,  disturbed  bold  hearts  and  far-reaching 
intellects.  The  apprehension  of  dangers  from  extended  territory,  multiplied 
states,  accumulated  wealth,  and  augmented  population,  has  proved  to  be 
unfounded.  The  stars  upon  your  banner  have  become  nearly  threefold 
their  original  number ;  your  densely-populated  possessions  skirt  the  shores 
of  the  two  great  oceans ;  and  yet  this  vast  increase  of  people  and  territory 
has  not  only  shown  itself  compatible  with  the  harmonious  action  of  the 
states  and  federal  government  in  their  respective  constitutional  spheres, 
but  has  afforded  an  additional  guarantee  of  the  strength  and  Integrity  of  both. 

With  an  experience  thus  suggestive  and  cheering,  the  policy  of  my 
administration  will  not  be  controlled  by  any  timid  forebodings  of  evil  from 
expansion.  Indeed,  it  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  our  attitude  as  a  nation, 
and  our  position  on  the  globe,  render  the  acquisition  of  certain  possessions, 
not  within  our  jurisdiction,  eminently  important  for  our  protection,  if  not 
in  the  future  essential  for  the  preservation  of  the  rights. of  commerce 
and  the  peace  of  the  world.  Should  they  be  obtained,  it  will  be  through 
no  grasping  spirit,  but  with  a  view  to  obvious  national  interest  and  securi* 
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ty,  and  in  a  manner  entirely  consistent  with  the  strictest  observance  of 
national  faith.  We  have  nothing  in  our  history  or  position  to  invite 
aggression,  we  have  everything  to  beckon  us  to  the  cultivation  of  relations 
of  peace  and  amity  with  all  nations.  Purposes,  therefore,  at  once  just 
and  pacific,  will  be  significantly  marked  in  the  conduct  of  our  foreign 
affairs.  I  intend  that  my  administration  shall  leave  no  blot  upon  onr  fair 
record,  and  trust  I  may  safely  give  the  assurance  that  no  act  within  the 
legitimate  scope  of  my  constitutional  control  will  be  tolerated,  on  the  part 
of  any  portion,  of  our  citizens,  which  can  not  challenge  a  ready  justification 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  civilized  world.  An  administration  would  be 
unworthy  of  confidence  at  home,  or  respect  abroad,  should  it  cease  to  be 
influenced  by  the  conviction  that  no  apparent  advantages  can  be  pur- 
chased at  a  price  so  dear  as  that  of  national  wrong  or  dishonor.  It  is 
not  your  privilege,  as  a  nation,  to  speak  of  a  distant  past.  The  ^striking 
incidents  of  your  history,  replete  with  instruction,  and  furnishing  abundant 
grounds  for  hopeful  confidence,  are  comprised  in  a  period  comparatively 
brief.  But  if  your  past  is  limited,  your  future  is  boundless,  its  obliga- 
tions throng  the  unexplored  pathway  of  advancement,  and  will  be  limitless 
as  duration.  Hence  a  sound  and  comprehensive  policy  should  embrace, 
not  less  the  distant  future  than  the  urgent  present. 

The  great  objects  of  our  pursuit,  as  a  people,  are  best  to  be  attained  by 
peace,  and  are  entirely  consistent  with  the  tranquillity  and  interests  of  the 
rest  of  mankind.  With  the  neighboring  nations  upon  our  continent,  we  ' 
should  cultivate  kindly  and  fraternal  relations.  We  can  desire  nothing 
in  regard  to  them  so  much,  as  to  see  them  consolidate  their  strength,  and 
pursue  the  paths  of  prosperity  and  happiness.  If,  in  the  course  of  their 
growth,  we  should  open  new  channels  of  trade,  and  create  additional 
facilities  for  friendly  intercourse,  the  benefits  realized  will  be  equal  and 
mutual.  Of  the  complicated  European  systems  of  national  polity  we  have 
heretofore  been  independent.  From  their  wars,  their  tumults  and  anxie- 
ties, we  have  been,  happily,  almost  entirely  exempt.  While  these  are 
confined  to  the  nations  which  gave  them  existence,  and  within  their 
legitimate  jurisdiction,  they  can  not  affect  us,  except  as  they  appeal  to  our 
sympathies  in  the  cause  of  human  freedom  and  universal  advancement. 
But  the  vast  interests  of  commerce  are  common  to  all  mankind,  and  the 
advantages  of  trade  and  international  intercourse  must  always  present  a 
noble  field  for  the  moral  influence  of  a  great  people. 

With  these  views  firmly  and  honestly  carried  out,  we  have  a  right  to 
expect,  and  shall  under  all  circumstances  require,  prompt  reciprocity. 
The  rights  which  belong  to  us  as  a  nation  are  not  alone  to  be  regarded, 
but  those  which  pertain  to  every  citizen  in  his  individual  capacity,  at  home 
and  abroad,  must  be  sacredly  maintained.  So  long  as  he  can  discern 
every  star  in  its  place  tipon  that  ensign,  without  wealth  to  purchase  for 
him  preferment,  or  title  to  secure  for  him  place,  it  will  be  his  privilege, 
and  must  be  his  acknowledged  right  to  stand  unabashed  even  in  the  pres- 
ence of  princes,  with  a  proud  consciousness  that  he  is  himself  one  of  a 
nation  of  sovereigns,  and  that  he  can  not,  in  legitimate  pursuit,  wander  so 
far  from  home  that  the  agent  whom  he  shall  leave  behind  in  the  place 
which  I  now  occupy,  will  not  see  that  no  rude  hand  of  power  or  tyranni- 
cal passion  is  laid  upon  him  with  impunity.  He  must  realize  that  upon 
every  sea  and  on  every  soil,  where  our  enterprise  may  rightfully  seek  the 
protection  of  our  flag,  American  citizenship  is  an  inviolable  panoply  for 
the  security  of  American  rights.     And  in  this  connection  it  can  hardly  be 
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necessary  to  reaffirm  a  principle  which  should  now  be  regarded  as  funda* 
mental.  The  rights,  security,  and  repose  of  this  confederacy,  reject  the 
idea  of  interference  or  colonization  on  this  side  of  the  ocean  by  any  for- 
eign power,  beyond  present  jurisdiction,  as  utterly  inadmissible. 

The  opportunities  of  observation,  furnished  by  my  brief  experience  as 
a  soldier,  confirmed  in  my  own  mind  the  opinion,  entertained  and  acted 
upon  by  others  from  the  formation  of  the  government,  that  the  maintenance 
of  large  standing  armies  in  our  country  would  be  not  only  dangerous  but 
unnecessary.  They  also  illustrated  the  importance,  I  might  well  say  the 
absolute  necessity,  of  the  military  science  and  practical  skill  furnished,  in 
such  an  eminent  degree,  by  the  institution,  which  has  made  your  army 
what  it  is,  under  the  discipline  and  instruction  of  officers  not  more  distin- 
guished for  their  solid  attainments,  gallantry,  and  devotion  to  the  public 
service,  than  for  unobtrusive  bearing  and  high  moral  tone.  The  army, 
as  organized,  must  be  the  nucleus,  around  which.  In  every  time  of  heed, 
the  strength  of  your  military  power,  the  sure  bulwark  of  your  defence — a 
national  militia— ^may  be  readily  formed  into  a  well-disciplined  and  effi- 
cient organization.  And  the  skill  and  self-devotion  of  the  navy  assure  yon 
that  you  may  take  the  performance  of  the  past  as  a  pledge  for  the  future, 
and  may  confidently  expect  that  the  flag  which  has  waved  its  untarnished 
folds  over  every  sea,  will  still  float  in  undiminished  honor.  But  these,  like 
many  other  subjects,  will  be  appropriately  brought,  at  a  future  time,  to  the 
attention  of  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Government,  to  which  I  shall 
always  look  with  profound  respect,  and  with  trustful  confidence  that  they 
will  accord  to  me  the  aid  and  support  which  I  shall  so  much  need,  and 
which  their  experience  and  wisdom  will  readily  suggest. 

In  the  administration  of  domestic  affairs,  you  expect  a  devoted  integrity 
in  the  public  service,  and  an  observance  of  rigid  economy  in  all  depart- 
ments, so  marked  as  never  justly  to  be  questioned.  If* this  reasonable  ex- 
pectation be  not  realized,  I  frankly  confess  that  one  of  your  leading  hopes 
is  doomed  to  disappointment,  and  that  my  eflbrts  in  a  very  important  par- 
ticular must  result  in  a  humiliating  failure.  Offices  can  be  properly  re- 
garded only  in  the  light  of  aids  for  the  accomplishment  of  these  objects ; 
and  as  occupancy  can  confer  no  prerogative,  nor  importunate  desire  for 
preferment  any  claim,  the  public  interest  imperatively  demands  that  they 
be  considered  with  sole^reference  to  the  duties  to  be  performed.  Good 
citizens  may  well  claim  the  protection  of  good  laws  and  the  benign  in- 
fluence of  good  government;  but  a  claim  for  office  is  what  the  people  of 
a  republic  should  never  recognise.  No  reasonable  man  of  any  party  will 
expect  the  administration  to  be  so  regardless  of  its  responsibility,  and  of 
the  obvious  elements  of  success,  as  to  retain  persons,  known  to  be  under 
the  influence  of  political  hostility  and  partisan  prejudice,  in  positions, 
which  will  require,  not  only  severe  labor,  but  cordial  co-operation.  Hav- 
ing no  implied  engagements  to  ratify,  no  rewards  to  bestow,  no  resent- 
ments to  remember,  and  no  personal  wishes  to  consult,  in  selections  for 
official  stations,  I  shall  fulfil  this  difficult  and  delicate  trust,  admitting  no 
motive  as  worthy  either  of  my  character  or  position,  which  does  not  con- 
template an  efficient  discharge  of  duty  and  the  best  interests  of  my  coun- 
try. I  acknowledged  my  obligations  to  the  masses  of  my  countrymen, 
and  to  them  alone.  Higher  objects  than  personal  aggrandizement  gave 
direction  and  energy  to  their  exertions  in  the  late  canvass,  and  they  shall 
not  be  disappointed.  They  require  at  my  hands  diligence,  integrity,  and 
capacity,  wherever  there  are  duties  to  be  performed.     Without  these  qual- 
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ities  in  their  public  servants,  more  stringent  laws,  for  the  prevention  or 
punishment  of  fraud,  negligence,  and  peculation,  will  be  vain.  With  them, 
they  will  be  unnecessary. 

But  these  are  not  the  only  points  to  which  you  look  for  vigilant  watch- 
fulness. The  dangers  of  a  concentration  of  all  power  in  the  general  gov- 
ernment of  a  confederacy  so  vast  as  ours,  are  too  obvious  to  be  disregarded. 
You  have  a  right,  therefore,  to  expect  your  agents,  in  every  department, 
to  regard  strictly  the  limits  imposed  upon  them  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  great  scheme  of  our  constitutional  liberty  rests  upon 
a  proper  distribution  of  power  between  the  state  and  federal  authorities  ; 
and  experience  has  shown  that  the  harmony  and  happiness  of  our  people 
must  depend  upon  a  just  discrimination  between  the  separate  rights  and 
responsibilities  of  the  states,  and  your  common  rights  and  obligations  under 
the  general  government.  And  here,  in  my  opinion,  are  the  considerations 
which  should  form  the  true  basis  of  future  concord  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tions which  have  most  seriously  disturbed  public  tranquillity.  If  the  fede- 
ral government  will  confine  itself  to  the  exercise  of  powers  clearly  granted 
by  the  constitution,  it  can  hardly  happen  that  its  action  upon  any  question 
should  endanger  the  institutions  of  the  states,  or  interfere  with  their  right  to 
manage  matters  strictly  domestic  according  to  the  will  of  their  own  people. 

In  expressing  briefly  my  views  upon  an  important  subject  which  has 
recently  agitated  the  nation  to  almost  a  fearful  degree,  I  am  moved  by  no 
other  impulse  then  a  most  earnest  desire  for  the  perpetuation  of  that  Union 
which  has  made  us  what  we  are,  showering  upon  us  blessings,  and  con- 
ferring a  power  and  influence  which  our  fathers  could  hardly  have  antici- 
pated, even  with  their  most  sanguine  hopes-  directed  to  a  far-off  future. 
The  sentiments  I  now  announce  were  not  unknown  before  the  expression 
of  the  voice  which  called  me  here,  my  own  position  upon  this  subject  was 
clear  and  unequivocal,  upon  the  record  of  my  words  and  my  acts,  and  it  is 
only  recurred  to  at  this  time  because  silence  might  perhaps  be  miscon- 
strued. With  the  Union  my  best  and  dearest  earthly  hopes  are  entwined. 
Without  it  what  are  we  individually  or  collectively  ?  What  becomes  of 
the  noblest  field  ever  opened  for  the  advancement  of  our  race,  in  religion, 
in  government,  in  the  arts,  and  in  all  that  dignifies  and  adorns  mankind  ? 
From  that  radiant  constellation  which  both  illumines  our  own  way  and 
points  out  to  struggling  nations  their  course,  let  but  a  single  star  be  lost, 
and,  if  there  be  not  utter  darkness,  the  lustre  of  the  whole  is  dimmed. 
Do  my  countrymen  need  any  assurance  that  such  a  eatastrophe  is  not  to 
overtake  them  while  I  possess  the  power  to  stay  it  ?  It  is  with  me  an 
earnest  and  vital  belief,  that  as  the  Union  has  been  the  source,  under 
Providence,  of  our  prosperity  to  this  time,  so  it  is  the  surest  pledge  of  a 
continuance  of  the  blessings  we  have  enjoyed,  and  which  we  are  sacredly 
bound  to  trapsmit  undiminished  to  our  children.  The  field  of  calm  and 
free  discussion  in  our  country  is  open,  and  will  always  be  so ;  but  never 
has  been,  and  never  can  be,  traversed  for  good  in  a  spirit  of  sectionalism 
and  uncharitableness.  The  founders  of  the  republic  dealt  with  things  as 
they  were  presented  to  them,  in  a  spirit  of  self-sacrificing  patriotism,  and, 
as  time  has  proved,  with  a  comprehensive  wisdom,  which  it  will  always 
be  safe  for  us  to  consult.  Every  measure  tending  to  strengthen  the 
fraternal  feelings  of  all  the  members  of  our  Union  has  had  my  heartfelt 
approbation.  To  every  theory  of  society  or  government,  whether  the 
offspring  of  feverish  ambition  or  of  morbid  enthusiasm,  calculated  to  dis- 
solve the  bonds  of  law  and  afiection  which  unite  us,  I  shall  interpose  a 
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ready  and  stern  resistance.  I  believe  that  involuntary  servitude,  as  it 
exists  in  diflerent  states  of  this  confederacy,  is  recognised  by  the  Consti* 
tution.  I  believe  that  it  stands  like  any  other  admitted  right,  and  that  the 
states  where  it  exists  are  entitled  to  efficient  remedies  to  enforce  the- 
constitutional  provisions.  I  hold  that  the  laws  of  1850,  commonly  called 
the  "  compromise  measures,"  are  strictly  constitutional,  and  to  be  unheal* 
tatingly  carried  into  effect.  I  believe  that  the  constituted  authorities  of 
this  republic  are  bound  to  regard  the  rights  of  the  South  in  this  respect, 
as  they  would  view  any  other  le^al  and  constitutional  right ;  and  that  the 
laws  to  enforce  them  should  be  respected  and  obeyed,  not  with  a  reluc- 
tance encouraged  by  abstract  opinions  as  to  their  propriety  in  a  different 
state  of  society,  but  cheerfully,  and  according  to  the  decisions  of  the 
tribunal  to  which  their  exposition  belongs.  Such  have  been,  and  are,  my 
convictions,  and  upon  them  I  shall  act.  I  fervently  hope  that  the  ques- 
tion is  at  rest,  and  that  no  sectional,  or  ambitious,  or  fanatical  excitement 
may  again  threaten  the  durability  of  our  institutions,  or  obscure  the  light 
of  our  prosperity. 

But  let  not  the  foundation  of  our  hope  rest  upon  man's  wisdom.  It 
will  not  be  sufficient  that  sectional  prejudices  find  no  place  in  the  public 
deliberations.  It  will  not  be  sufficient  that  the  rash  counsels  of  human 
passion  are  rejected.  It  must  be  felt  there  is  no  national  security  but  in 
the  nation's  humble,  acknowledged  dependence  upon  God  and  his  over- 
ruling providence. 

We  have  been  carried  in  safety  through  a  perilous  crisis.  Wise  conn- 
sels,  like  those  which  gave  us  the  constitution,  prevailed  to  uphold  it 
Let  the  period  be  remembered  as  an  admonition,  and  not  as  an  enconr- 
agement,  in  any  section  of  the  Union,  to  make  experiments  where  experi- 
ments are  fraught  with  such  fearful  hazard.  Let  it  be  impressed  upon  all 
hearts,  that,  beautiful  as  our  fabric  is,  no  earthly  power  or  wisdom  could 
ever  reunite  its  broken  fragments.  Standing  as  I  do  almost  within  view 
of  the  green  slopes  of  Monticello,  and,  as  it  were,  within  reach  of  the 
tomb  of  Washington,  with  all  the  cherished  memories  of  the  past  gather- 
ing around  me,  like  so  many  eloquent  voices  of  exhortation  from  Heaven, 
I  can  express  no  better  hope  for  my  country,  than  that  the  kind  Providence 
which  smiled  upon  our  fathers  may  enable  their  children  to  preserve  the 
blessings  they  have  inherited. 


FIRST  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

December  5,  1853. 

FeUoto- Citizens  of  th^  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

The  interest  with  which  the  people  of  the  republic  anticipate  the 
assembling  of  Congress,  and  the  fulfilment,  on  that  occasion,  of  the  duty 
imposed  upon  a  new  president,  is  one  of  the  best  evidences  of  their 
capacity  to  realize  the  hopes  of  the  founders  of  a  political  system,  at 
once  complex  and  symmetrical:  While  the  different  branches  of  the 
government  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  independent  of  each  other,  the  duties 
of  all,  alike,  have  direct  reference  to  the  source  of  power.  Fortunately, 
under  this  system,  no  man  is  so  high  and  none  so  humble  in  the  scale  of 
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jmUic  station  as  to  escape  ttom  the  scrutiny,  or  to  be  exempt  from  the 
responsibility,  which  all  official  functions  imply. 

Upon  the  justice  and  intelligence  of  the  masses,  in  a  goyernment  thus 
organized,  is  the  sole  reliance  of  the  confederacy,  and  the  only  security 
for  honest  and  earnest  devotion  to  its  interests,  against  the  usurpations  and 
encroachments  of  power  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  assaults  of  personal 
ambition  on  the  other. 

The  interest  of  which  I  have  spoken  is  inseparable  from  an  inquiring, 
self-governing  community,  but  stimulated,  doubtless,  at  the  present  time, 
by  the  unsettled  condition  of  our  relations  with  several  foreign  powers ; 
by  the  new  obligations  resulting  from  a  sudden  extension  of  the  field  of 
enterprise ;  by  the  spirit  with  which  that  field  has  been  entered,  and  the 
amazing  energy  with  which  its  resources  for  meeting  the  demands  of 
humanity  have*  been  developed. 

Although  disease,  assuming  at  one  time  the  characteristics  of  a  wide- 
spread and  devastating  pestilence,  has  lef\  its  sad  traces  upon  some  por« 
tions  of  our  country,  we  have  still  the  most  abundant  cause  for  reverent 
thankfulness  to  God  for  an  accumulation  of  signal  mercies  showered  upon 
us  as  a  nation.  It  is  well  that  a  consciousness  of  rapid  advancement  and 
increasing  strength  be  habitually  associated  with  an  abiding  sense  of 
dependence  upon  Him  who  holds  in  his  hands  the  destiny  of  men  and  of 
nations. 

Recognising  the  wisdom  of  the  broad  principle  of  absolute  religious 
toleration  proclaimed  in  our  fundamental  law,  and  rejoicing  in  the  benigr 
influence  which  it  has  exerted  upon  our  social  and  political  condition,  ] 
should  shrink  from  a  clear  duty,  did  I  fail  to  express  my  deepest  con* 
viction,  that  we  can  place  no  secure  reliance  upon  any  apparent  progress 
if  it  be  not  sustained  by  national  integrity,  resting  upon  the  great  truths 
affirmed  and  illustrated  by  divine  revelation.  In  the  midst  of  our  sorroi^ 
for  the  afflicted  and  suffering,  it  has  been  consoling  to  see  how  promptly 
disaster  made  true  neighbors  of  districts  and  cities  separated  widely 
from  each  other,  and  cheering  to  watch  the  strength  of  that  common  bond 
of  brotherhood  which  unites  all  hearts,  in  all  parts  of  this  Union,  when 
danger  threatens  from  abroad,  or  calamity  impends  over  us  at  home. 

Our  diplomatic  relations  with  foreign  powers  have  undergone  no  essen- 
tial  change  since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Congress.  With  some  of 
them,  questions  of  a  disturbing  character  are  still  pending,  but  there  are 
good  reasons  to  believe  that  these  may  all  be  amicably  adjusted. 

For  some  years  past,  Great  Britain  has  so  construed  the  first  article 
of  the  convention  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  in  regard  to  the  fisheries 
on  the  northeastern  coast,  as  to  exclude  our  citizens  from  some  of  the 
fishing-grounds,  to  which  they  freely  resorted  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
century  subsequent  to  the  date  of  that  treaty.  The  United  States  have 
never  acquiesced  in  this  construction,  but  have  always  claimed  for  their 
fishermen  all  the  rights  which  they  had  so  long  enjoyed  without  molesta- 
tion. With  a  view  to  remove  all  difficulties  on  the  subject,  to  extend  the 
rights  of  our  fishermen  beyond  the  limits  fixed  by  the  convention  of  1818, 
and  to  regulate  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  North 
American  provinces,  a  negotiation  has  been  opened,  with  a  fair  prospect 
of  a  favorable  result.  To  protect  our  fishermen  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
rights,  and  prevent  collision  between  them  and  British  fishermen,  I 
deemed  it  expedient  to  station  a  naval  force  in  that  quarter  during  the 
fishing  season. 
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Embarrassing  questions  have  also  arisen  between  the  two  governments 
in  regard  to  Central  America.  Great  Britain  has  proposed  to  settle  them 
by  an  amicable  arrangement,  and  our  minister  at  London  is  instructed  to 
enter  into  negotiations  on  that  subject. 

A  commission  for  adjusting  the  claims  of  our  citizens  against  Great 
Britain,  and  those  of  British  subjects  against  the  United  States,  organized 
under  the  convention  of  the  8th  of  February  last,  is  now  sitting  in  London 
for  the  transaction  of  business. 

It  is  in  many  respects  desirable  that  the  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  provinces  in  the  northwest,  as  designated 
in  the  convention  of  the  15th  of  June,  1846,  and  especially  that  part  which 
separates  the  territory  of  Washington  from  the  British  possessions  on  the 
north,'  should  be  traced  and  marked.  I  therefore  present  the  subject  to 
your  notice. 

With  France  our  relations  continue  on  the  most  friendly  footing.  The 
extensive  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  that  country  might,  it 
is  conceived,  be  released  from  some  unnecessary  restrictions,  to  the 
mutual  advantage  of  both  parties.  With  a  view  to  this  object,  some 
progress  has  been  made  in  negotiating  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navi- 
gation. 

Independently  of  our  valuable  trade  with  Spain,  we  have  important  po- 
litical relations  with  her,  growing  out  of  our  neighborhood  to  the  islands 
of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  I  am  happy  to  announce,  that  since  the  last 
Congress  no  attempts  have  been  made,  by  unauthorized  expeditions 
within  the  United  States,  against  either  of  those  colonies.  Should  any 
movement  be  manifested  within  our  limits,  all  the  means  at  my  command 
will  be  vigorously  exerted  to  repress  it.  Several  annoying  occurrences 
have  taken  place  at  Havana,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  island  of  Cuba, 
between  our  citizens  and  the  Spanish  authorities.  Considering  the 
proximity  of  that  island  to  our  shores — lying,  as  it  does,  in  the  track  of 
trade  between  some  of  our  principal  cities — and  the  suspicious  vigilance 
with  which  foreign  intercourse,  particularly  that  with  the  United  States, 
is  there  guarded,  a  repetition  of  such  occurrences  may  well  be  appre- 
hended. As  no  diplomatic  intei^course  is  allowed  between  our  consul  at 
Havana  and  the  captain-general  of  Cuba,  ready  explanations  can  not  be 
made,  or  prompt  redress  afforded,  where  injury  has  resulted.  All  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  our  citizens,  under  the  present  arrangement,  must  be, 
in  the  first  place,  presented  to  this  government  and  then  referred  to 
Spain.  Spain  again  refers  it  to  her  local  authorities  in  Cuba  for  investi- 
gation, and  postpones  an  answer  till  she  has  heard  from  those  authorities. 
To  avoid  these  irritating  and  vexatious  delays,  a  proposition  has  been 
made  to  provide  for  a  direct  appeal  for  redress  to  the  captain-general  by 
our  consul,  in  behalf  of  our  injured  fellow-citizens.  Hitherto,  the  gov- 
ernment of  Spain  has  declined  to  enter  into  any  such  arrangement.  This 
course  on  her  part  is  deeply  regretted ;  for,  without  some  arrangement  of 
this  kind,  the  good  understanding  between  the  two  countries  may  be 
exposed  to  occasional  interruption.  Our  minister  at  Madrid  is  instructed 
to  renew  the  proposition,  and  to  press  it  again  upon  the  consideration  of 
her  catholic  majesty's  government. 

For  several  years  Spain  has  been  calling  the  attention  of  this  govern- 
ment to  a  claim  for  losses,  by  some  of  her  subjects,  in  the  case  of  the 
schooner  Amistad.  This  claim  is  believed  to  rest  on  the  obligations 
imposed  by  our  existing  treaty  with  that  country.     Its  justice  was  admit* 
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ted,  in  our  diplomatic  correspondence  with  the  Spanish  government,  as 
early  as  March,  1847 ;  and  one  of  my  predecessors,  in  his  annual  message 
of  that  year,  recommended  that  provision  should  he  made  for  its  payment. 
In  January  last  it  was  again  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  executive.  It 
has  received  a  favorable  consideration  by  committees  of  both  branches, 
but  as  yet  there  has  been  no  final  action  upon  it.  I  conceive  that  good 
faith  requires  its  prompt  adjustment,  and  I  present  it  to  your  early  and 
favorable  consideration. 

Martin  Koszta,  a  Hungarian  by  birth,  came  to  this  country  in  1850,  and 
declared  his  intention,  in  due  form  of  law,  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  After  remaining'  here  nearly  two  years,  he  visited  Tur- 
key. While  at  Smyrna,  he  was  forcibly  seized,  taken  on  board  an 
Austrian  brig-of-war,  then  lying  in  the  harbor  of  that  place,  and  there 
confined  in  irons,  with  the  avowed  design  to  take  him  into  the  dominions 
of  Austria.  Our  consul  at  Smyrna  and  legation  at  Constantinople  inter- 
posed for  his  release,  but  their 'efforts  were  ineffectual.  While  thus, 
imprisoned,  Commander  Ingraham,  with  the  United  States  ship-of-war 
St  Louis,  arrived  at  Smyrna,  and,  after  inquiring  into  the  circumstances^ 
of  the  case,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Koszta  was  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  this  government,  and  took  energetic  and  prompt  measures  for  hia 
release.  Under  an  arrangement  between  the  agents  of  the  Uitited  States 
and  of  Austria,  he  was  transferred  to  (he  custody  of  the  French  consul- 
general  at  Smyrna,  there  to  remain  until  he  should  be  disposed  of  by 
die  mutual  agreement  of  the  consuls  of  the  respective  governments  at 
that  place.  Pursuant  to  that  agreement  he  has  been  released,  and  is  now 
in  the  United  States.  The  emperor  of  Austria  has  made  the  conduct  of 
our  officers  who  took  part  in  this  transaction  a  subject  of  grave  complaint. 
Regarding  Koszta  as  still  his  subject,  and  claiming  a  right  to  seize  hin» 
within  the  limits  of  the  Turkish  empire,  he  has  demanded  of  this  govern* 
ment  its  consent  to  the  surrender  of  the  prisoner,  a  disavowal  of  the  act» 
of  its  agents,  and  satisfaction  for  the  alleged  outrage.  After  a  careful 
consideration  of  the  case,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Koszta  was- 
seized  without  legal  authority  at  Smyrna ;  that  he  was  wrongfully  de- 
tained on  board  of  the  Austrian  brig-of-war;  that,  at  the  time: of  hi» 
seizure,  he  was  clothed  with  the  nationality  of  the  United  States ;  and 
that  the  acts  of  our  officers,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  were* 
justifiable,  and  their  conduct  has  been  fully  approved  by  me,  and  a 
compliance  with  the  several  demanpls  of  the  emperor  of  Austria  has  been^ 
declined. 

For  a  more  'full  account  of  this  transaction  and  my  views  in  regard  to 
it,  I  refer  to  the  correspondence  between  the  charge  d'affaires  of  Austria 
and  the  secretary  of  state,  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  The  princi* 
pies  and  policy  therein  maintained  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  will,, 
whenever  a  proper  occasion  occurs,  be  applied  and  enforced. 

The  condition  of  China  at  this  time  renders  it  probable  that  some 
important  changes  will  occur  in  that  vast  empire,  which  will  lead  to  a 
more  unrestricted  intercourse  with  it.  The  commissioner  to  that  country,, 
who  has  been  recently  appointed,  is  instructed  to  avail  himself  of  all 
occasions  to  open  and  extend  our  commercial  relations,  not  only  with  the 
empire  of  China,  but  with  other  Asiatic  nations. 

In  1852,  an  expedition  was  sent  to  Japan,  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  Perry,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  commercial  intercourse 
with  that  empire.     Intelligence  has  been  received  of  lus  arrival  there^ 
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and  of  his  having  made  known  to  the  emperor  of  Japan  the  object  of  his 
visit ;  but  it  is  not  yet  ascertained  how  far  the  emperor  will  be  disposed 
to  abandon  his  restrictive  policy,  and  open  that  populous  country  to  a 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  my  earnest  desire  to  maintain  friendly  intercourse  with  the 
governments  upon  this  continent,  and  to  aid  them  in  preserving  good 
understanding  among  themselves.  With  Mexico,  a  dispute  has  arisen  as 
to  the  true  boundary  line  between  our  territory  of  New  Mexico  and  the 
Mexican  state  of  Chihuahua.  A  former  commissioner  of  the  United 
States,  employed  in  running  that  line  pursuant  to  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo,  made  a  serious  mistake  in  determining  the  initial  point  on  the 
Rio  Grande  ;  but,  inasmuch  as  his  decision  was  clearly  a  departure  from 
ihe  directions  for  tracing  the  b6undary  contained  in  that  treaty,  and  was 
not  concurred  in  by  the  surveyor  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
•States,  whose  concurrence  was  necessary  to  give  validity  to  that  decision, 
this  government  is  not  concluded  thereby ;  but  that  of  Mexico  takes  a 
•different  view  of  the  subject. 

There  are  also  .other  questions  of  considerable  magnitude  pending 
between  the  two  republics.  Our  minister  in  Mexico  has  ample  instruc- 
dons  to  adjust  them.  Negotiation^  have  been  opened,  but  sufficient 
progress  has  not  .been  made  therein  to  enable  me  to  speak  of  the  probable 
xesult.  Impressed  with  the  importance  of  maintaining  amicable  relations 
with  that  republic  and  of  yielding  with  liberality  to  all  her  just  claims,  it 
is  reasonable  to  expect  that  an  arrangement  mutually  satisfactory  to  both 
countries  may  be  concluded,  and  a  lasting  friendship  between  them 
-confirmed  and  perpetuated. 

Congress  having  provided  for  a  full  mission  to  the  states  of  Central 
America,  a  nainister  was  sent  thither  in  July  last.  As  yet  he  has  had 
time  to  visit  only  one  of  these  states  (Nicaragua),  where  he  was  received 
in  the  most  friendly  manner.  It  is  hoped  that  his  presence  and  good 
offices  will  have  a  benign  effect  in  composing  the  dissensions  which  pre- 
vail among  them,  and  in  establishing  still  more  intimate  and  friendly 
relations  between  them  respectively,  and  between  each  of  them  and  the 
United  States. 

Considering  the  vast  regions  of  this  continent,  and  the  number  of  states 
which  would  be  made  accessible  by  the  free  navigation  of  the  river 
Amazon,  particular  attention  has  been  given  to  this  subject.  Brazil, 
through  whose  territories  it  passes  into  the  ocean,  has  hitherto  persisted 
in  a  policy  so  restrictive,  in  regard  to  the  use  of  this  river,  as  to  obstruct 
and  nearly  exclude  foreign  commercial  intercourse  with  the  states  which 
lie  upon  its  tributaries  and  upper  branches.  Our  minister  to  that  country 
is  instructed  to  obtain  a  relaxation  of  that  policy,  and  to  use  his  efforts  to 
induce  the  Brazilian  government  to  open  to  common  use,  under  proper 
safeguards,  this  great  natural  highway  for  international  trade.  Several 
•of  the  South  American  states  are  deeply  interested  in  this  attempt  to 
secure  the  free  navigation  of  the  Amazon,  and.  it  is  reasonable  to  expect 
their  co-operation  in  the  measure.  As  the  advantages  of  free  commer- 
cial intercourse  among  nations  are  better  understood,  more  liberal  views 
are  generally  entertained  as  to  the  common  rights  of  all  to  the  free  use 
of  those  means  which  nature  has  provided  for  international  communica- 
tion.  To  these  more  liberal  and  enlightened  views  it  is  hoped  that 
Brazil  will  conform  her  policy,  and  remove  all  unnecessary  restrictions 
upon  the  free  u»e  of  a  river,  which  traverses  so  many  states  and  so  large 
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ft  part  of  the  continent.  I  am  happy  to  inform  yon  that  the  republic  of 
Paraguay  and  the  Argentine  confederation  have  yielded  to  the  liberal 
policy  still  resisted  by  Brazil,  in  regard  to  the  navigable  rivers  within 
their  respective  territories.  Treaties,  embracing  this  subject  among 
others,  have  been  negotiated  with  these  governments,  which  will  be 
submitted  to  the  senate  at  the  present  session. 

A  new  branch  of  commerce,  important  to  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  United  States,  has,  within  a  few  years'  past,  been  opened  with  Peru. 
Notwithstanding  the  inexhaustible  depositee  of  guano  upon  the  islands  of 
that  country,  considerable  difficulties  are  experienced  in  obtaining  the 
requisite  supply.  Measures  have  been  taken  to  remove  these  difficulties, 
and  to  secure  a  more  abundant  importation  of  the  article.  Unfortunately, 
there  has  been  a  serious  collision  between  our  citizens,  who  have  resorted 
to  the  Chincha  islands  for  it,  and  the  Peruvian  authorities  stationed  there. 
Redress  for  the  outrages  committed  by  the  latter  was  promptly  demanded 
by  our  minister  at  Lima.  This  subject  is  now  under  consideration,  and 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  Peru  is  disposed  to  offer  adequate  indem- 
nity  to  the  aggrieved  parties. 

We  are  thus  not  only  at  peace  with  all  foreign  countries,  but,  in  regard 
to  political  affairs,  are  exempt  frohi  any  cause  of  serious  disquietude  in 
our  domestic  relations. 

The  controversies  which  have  agitated  the  country  heretofore  are 
passing  away,  with  the  causes  which  produced  them,  and  the  passions 
which  they  had  awakened ;  or,  if  any  trace  of  them  remains,  it  may  be 
reasonably  hoped  that  it  will  only  be  perceived  in  the  zealous  rivalry 
of  all  good  citizens  to  testify  their  respect  for  the  rights  of  the  states, 
their  devotion  to  the  Union,  and  their  common  determination  that  each 
one  of  the  states,  its  institutions,  its  welfare,  and  its  domestic  peace,  shall 
be  held  alike  secure  under  the  sacred  sgis  of  the  constitution. 

This  new  league  of  amity  and  of  mutual  confidence  and  support,  into 
which  the  people  of  the  republic  have  entered,  happily  affords  induce- 
ment and  opportunity  for  the  adoption  of  a  more  comprehensive  and 
unembarrassed  line  of  policy  and  action  as  to  the  great  material  interests 
of  the  country,  whether  regarded  in  themselves  or  in  connection  with  the 
powers  of  the  civilized  world. 

The  United  States  have  continued  gradually  and  steadily  to  expand, 
through  acquisitions  of  territory,  which,  how  much  soever  some  of  them 
may  have  been  questioned,  are  now  universally  seen  and  admitted  to 
have  been  wise  in  policy,  just  in  character,  and  a  great  element  in  the 
advancement  of  our  country,  and,  with  it,  of  the  human  race,  in  freedom, 
in  prosperity,  and  in  happiness.  The  thirteen  states  have  grown  to  be 
thirty-one,  with  relations  reaching  to  Europe  on  the  one  side,  and  on  the 
other  to  the  distant  realms  of  Asia. 

I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  immense  responsibility  which  the  present 
magnitude  of  the  republic,  and  the  diversity  and  multiplicity  of  its  inter- 
ests,  devolve  upon  me :  .the  alleviation  of  which,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
immediate  conduct  of  the  public  business  is,  first,  in  my  reliance  on  the 
wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress  ;  and,  secondly,  in 
the  directions  afforded  me  by  the  principles  of  public  polity,  affirmed  by 
our  fathers  of  the  epoch  of  1798,  sanctioned  by  long  experience,  and 
consecrated  anew  by  the  overwhelming  voice  of  uie  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Recurring  to  these  principles,  which  constitute  the  organic  basis  of 
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anioD,  we  perceive  that,  vast  as  are  the  functions  and  the  dottes  of  the 

federal  government,  vested  in,  or  intrusted  to,  its«thj^ee  great  departments, 
the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial,  yet  the  substantive  power,  the 
popular  force,  and  the  large  capacities  for  social  and  material  develop- 
Blent,  exist  in  the  respective  states,  which,  all  being  of  themselves  well- 
consiituted  republics,  as  they  preceded,  so  they  alone  are  capable  of  maii^ 
taining  and  perpetuating,  the  American  Union.  The  federal  government 
has  its  appropriate  line  of  action  in  the  specific  and  limited  powers  • 
conferred  on  it  by  the  constitution,  chiefly  as  to  those  things  in  which 
^e  states  have  a  common  interest  in  their  relations  to  one  another,  and 
to  foreign  governments ;  while  the  great  mass  of  interests  which  belong 
to  cultivated  men,  the  ordinary  business  of  life,  the  springs  of  industry, 
all  the  diversified  personal  and  domestic  aflairs  of  society,  rest  securely 
upon  the  general  reserved  powers  of  the  people  of  the  several  states. 
There  is  the  effective  democracy  of  t^  nation,  and  there  the  vital  essence 
of  its  being  and  its  greatness. 

Of  the  practical  codsequenc^  which  flow  from  the  nature  of  the 
federal  government,  the  primary  one  is  the  duty  of  administering  with 
integrity  and  fidelity  "^e  high  trust  reposed  in  it  by  the  constitution, 
especially  in  the  application  of  the  public  funds,  as  drawn  by  taxation  from 
the  people,  and  appropriated  to  specific  objects  by  Congress.  Happily  I 
have  no  occasion  to  suggest  any  radical  changes  in  the  financial  policy 
of  the  government.  Ours  is  almost,  if  not  absolutely,  the  solitary  power 
of  Christendom  having  a  surplus  revenue,  drawn  immediately  from  imposts 
on  commerce,  and  therefore  measured  by  the  spontaneous  enterprise  and 
national  prosperity  of  the  country,  with  such  indirect  relation  to  agricul- 
ture, manufactures,  and  the  products  of  the  earth  and  sea,  as  to  violate  no 
constitutional  doctrine,  and  yet  vigorously  promote  the  general  welfare. 
Neither  as  to  the  sources  of  the  public  treasure,  nor  as  to  the  manner  of 
keeping  and  managing  it,  does  any  grave  controversy  now  prevail,  there 
being  a  general  acquiescence  in  the  wisdom  of  the  present  system. 

The  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  will  exhibit,  in  detail,  the 
slate  of  the  public  finances,  and  the  condition  of  the  various  branches  of 
the  public  service  administered  by  that  department  of  the  government. 

The  revenue  of  the  coimtry,  levied  almost  insensibly  to  the  tax^^payer, 
goes  on  from  year  to  year  increasing  beyond  either  the  interests  or  the 
prospective  wants  of  the  government 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1852,  there  remained 
in  the  treasury  a  balance  of  fourteen  millions,  six  hundred  and  thirty-two 
thousand,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars.  The  public  revenue  for  tha 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1853,  amounted  to  fifty-eight  millions,  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars,  from 
customs,  and  to  two  millions,  four  hundred  and  five  thousand,  seven  hun«- 
dred  and  eight  dollars,  from  public  lands  and  other  miscellaneous  sources, 
amounting  together  to  sixty-one  millions,  three  hundred  and  thirty-sevea 
thousand,  five  hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars  ;  while  the  public  expend!* 
tures  for  the  same  period,  exclusive  of  payments  on  account  of  the  publio 
debt,  amounted  to  forty-three  milUons,  five  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand, 
two  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars ;  leaving  a  balance  of  thirty-two  millions^ 
four  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand,  four  hundred  and  forty-seven  del* 
lars,  of  receipts  above  expenditures. 

This  fact,  of  increasing  surplus  in  the  treasury,  became  the  subject  of 
anxious  consideration  at  a  very  early  period  of  my  administration,  and  the 
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path  of  duty  in  regard  to  it  seemed  to  me  obvious  and  clear,  namely : 
first,  to  apply  the  surplus  revenue  to  the  discharge  of  the  public  debt, 
80  far  as  it  could  judiciously  be  done ;  and,  Moondly,  to  devise  meaaa 
for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  the  standard  of  the  public 
exigencies. 

Of  these  objects,  tbe  first  has  been  in  the  course  of  accomplishment^ 
in  a  manner  and  to  a  degree  highly  satisfactory.  The  amount  of  the 
pidyUc  debt,  of  all  classes,  was,  on  the  fourth  of  March,  1853,  sixty -nine 
millions,  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  and  thirty^seven  dollars ;  pv^ 
ments  on  accomit  of  which  havo  been  made,  since  that  period,  to  the 
amount  of  twelve  millions  seven  hondred  and  three  thousand,  three  hundred 
and  twenty^nine  dollars,  leavii^  unpaid,  and  in  the  continuous  course  of 
liquidation,  the  sum  of  fifty-six  millions,  four  hundred  and  eighty-six 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eight  dollars.  These  payments,  although 
made  at  the  market-price  of  the  respective  classes  of  ctoclcs,  have  beea 
efiTected  readily,  and  to  the  general  advantage  of  the  treasury,  and  have  at 
the  same  time  proved  of  signal  utility  in  the  relief  they  have  incidentally 
afforded  to  the  money  market  and  to  the  industrial  «id  commerciiu 
pursuits  of  the  country. 

The  second  of  the  above-mentioned  objects,  that  of  the  reduction  of  the 
tariff,  is  of  great  importance,  and  the  plan  suggested  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  which  is  to  reduce  the  duties  on  certain  articles,  and  to  add 
to  the  free  list  many  articles  now  taxed,  and  especially  such  as  enter  into 
manufactures,  and  are  not  largely,  or  at  all,  produced  in  the  country,  is 
oommended  to  your  candid  and  careful  consideration. 

You  will  find  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  also,  abun- 
dant proof  of  the  entire  adequacy  of  the  present  fiscal  system  to  meet  all 
the  requirements  of  the  public  service,  and  that,  while  properly  adminis- 
tered, it  operates  to  the  advantage  of  Uie  community  ii^  ordinary  business 
relations. 

I  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  sundry  suggestions  of  improvements 
in  the  settlement  of  accounts,  especially  es  regards  the  large  sums  of 
outstanding  arrears  due  to  the  government,  and. of  other  reforms  in  the 
administrative  action  of  his  department,  which  are  indicated  by  the  secre- 
tary ;  as  also  to  the  progress  made  in  the  construction  of  marine  hospitals, 
customhouses,  and  of  a  new  mint  in  California  and  assay-office  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  heretofore  provided  for  by  Congress ;  and  also  to  the 
eminently  successful  progress  of  the  coast  survey,  and  of  the  lighthouse 
board. 

Among  the  objects  meriting  your  attention  win  be  important  recom- 
mendations from  the  secretaries  of  war  and  navy.  I  am  fully  satisfied 
that  the  navy  of  the  United  States  is  not  in  a  condition  of  strength  and 
efiiciency  commensurate  with  the  magnitude  of  our  commercial  and  other 
interests ;  and  commend  to  your  especial  attention  the  suggestions  on  this 
subject  made  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy.  I  respectfully  submit  that  the 
army,  which,  under  our  system,  must  always  be  regarded  with  the  highest 
interest,  as  a  nucleus  around  which  the  volunteer  forces  of  the  natioa 
gather  in  the  hour  of  danger,  requires  augmentation,  or  modification,  to 
adapt  it  to  the  present  extended  limits  and  frontier  relations  of  the 
country,  and  the  condition  of  the  Indian  tribes  in  the  interior  of  the  con- 
tinent ;  the  necessity  of  which  will  appear  in  the  communications  of  the 
secretaries  of  war  and  the  interior. 

In  the  administration  of  the  postoffice  department  for  the  fiscal  year 
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ending  June  30,  16/)3,  the  gross  expenditure  was  seven  millions,  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  ^ 
and  the  gross  receipts,  during  the  same  period,  five  millions,  nine  hundred 
and  forty-two  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars ;  showing 
that  the  current  revenue  failed  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  depart- 
ment by  the  sum  of  two  millions,  forty-two  thousand  and  thirty-two  dollars. 
The  causes  which,  under  the  present  postal  system  and  laws,  led  inevi- 
tably to  this  result,  are  fully  explained  by  the  report  of  the  postmaster^ 
general ;  one  great  cause  being  the  enormous  rates  the  department  has 
been  compelled  to  pay  for  mail  service  rendered  by  railroad  companies. 

The  exhibit  in  the  report  of  the  postmaster-general  of  the  income  and 
expenditures  by  mail-steamers  will  be  found  peculiarly  interesting,  and 
of  a  character  to  demand  the  immediate  action  of  Congress. 

Numerous  and  flagrant  frauds  upon  the  pension  bureau  hare  been 
brought  to  light  within  the  last  year,  and,  in  some  instances,  merited 
punishment?  inflicted  ;  but  unfortunately,  in  others,  guilty  parties  hare 
escaped,  not  through  the  want  of  sufficient  evidence  to  warrant  a  convic- 
tion, but  in  consequence  of  the  provisions  of  limitation  in  the  existing  laws. 

From  the  nature  of  these  claims,  the  remoteness  of  the  tribunals  to 
pass  upon  them,  and  the  mode  in  which  the  proof  is,  of  necessity,  fur- 
nished, temptations  to  crime  have  been  greatly  stimulated  by  the  obvious 
difficulties  of  detection.  The  defects  in  the  law  upon  this  subject  are  so 
apparent,  and  so  fatal  to  the  ends  of  justice,  that  your  early  action  relating 
to  it  is  most  desirable. 

V  During  the  last  fiscal  year,  nine  millions,  eight  hundred  and  nineteen 
thousand,  four  hundred  and  eleven  acres  of  the  public  lands  have  been 
surveyed,  and  ten  millions,  three  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand,  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-one  acres  brought  into  market.  Within  the  same 
period,  the  sales  by  public  purchase  and  private  entry  amounted  to  one 
million,  eighty-three  thousand,  four  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres  ;  located 
under  military  bounty  land- warrants,  six  millions,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
two  thousand,  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres ;  located  under  other  cer- 
tificates, nine  thousand,  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres ;  ceded  to 
the  states  as  swamp-lands,  sixteen  millions,  six  hundred  and  eighty-four 
thousand,  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres ;  selected  for  railroad-  and 
other  objects,  under  acts  of  Congress,  one  million,  four  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  thousand,  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres.  Total  amount 
of  lands  disposed  of  within  the  fiscal  year,  twenty-five  millions,  three 
hundred  and  forty-six  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  ninety-two  acres; 
which  is  an  increase  in  quantity  sold,  and  located  under  land-warrants 
and  grants,  of  twelve  millions,  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand,  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen  acres  over  the  fiscal  year  immediately  preceding. 
The  quantity  of  land  sold  during  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  1852 
was  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand,  four  hundred  and  fifty-one 
acres.  The  amount  received  therefor  was  six  hundred  and  twenty-three 
thousand,  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars.  The  quantity  sold  the 
second  and  third  quarters  of  the  year  1853  was  one  million,  six  hundred 
and  nine  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  acres ;  and  the  amount 
received  therefor,  two  millions,  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand, 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars. 

The  whole  number  of  land-warrants  issued  under  existing  laws,  prior 
to  the  30th  of  September  last,  was  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand 
and  forty-two ;  of  which  there  were  outstanding,  at  that  da^^  sixty -^ix 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Pierce's  first  annual  message.  *2069 

tbousand,  nine  hundred  and  forty-seven.  The  quantity  of  land  required 
to  satisfy  these  outstanding  warrants  is  four  millions,  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  thousand,  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

Warrants  have  been  issued  to  30th  of  September  last,  under  the  act 
of  11th  February,  1847,  calling  for  twelve  millions,  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  thousand,  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres ;  under  acts  of 
September  28, 1850,  and  March  22, 1852,  calling  for  twelve  milliohs,  five 
hundred  and  five  thousand,  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  ;  making  a  total 
of  twenty-five  millions,  three  hundred  and  eighty-four  thousand,  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres. 

It  is  believed  that  experience  has  verified  the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
the  present  system,  with  regard  to  the  public  domain,  i|^  most  essential 
particulars. 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  interior,  that 
opinions,  which  have  often  been  expressed  in  relation  to  the  operation  of 
the  land  system,  as  not  being  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  federal  treasury, 
were  erroneous.  The  net  profits  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  to 
June  30,  1853,  amounted  lo  the  sum  of  fifty-three  millions,  two  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  thousand,  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars. 

I  recommend  the  extension  of  the  land-system  over  the  territories  of 
Utah  and  New  Mexico,  with  such  modifications  as  their  peculiarities  may 
require. 

Regarding  our  public  domain  as  chiefly  valuable  to  provide  homes  for 
the  industrious  and  enterprising,  I  am  not  prepared  to  recommend  any 
essential  change  in  the  land-system,  except  by  modifications  in  favor  of 
the  actual  settler,  and  an  extension  of  the  pre-emption  principle  in  .certain 
cases,  for  reasons,  and  on  grounds,  which  will  be  fully  developed  in  the 
reports  to  be  laid  before  you. 

Congress,  representing  the  proprietors  of  the  territorial  domain,  and 
charged  especially  with  power  to  dispose  of  territory  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  has  for  a  long  course  of  years,  beginning  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Jefferson,  exercised  the  power  to  construct  roads  within  the 
territories ;  and  there  are  so  many  and  obvious  distinctions  between  this 
exercise  of  power  and  that  of  making  roads  within  the  states,  that  the 
former  has  never  been  considered  subject  to  such  objections  as  apply  to 
the  latter,  and  such  may  now  be  considered  the  settled  construction  of 
the  power  of  the  federal  government  upon  the  subject. 

Numerons  applications  have  been,  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  be, 
made  for  grants  of  land,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  railways.  It  is  not 
believed  to  be  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  constitution,  that  the 
power  to  dispose  of  the  public  domain  should  be  used  otherwise  than 
might  be  expected  from  a  prudent  proprietor,  and  therefore  that  grants  of 
land,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  roads,  should  be  restricted  to  cases 
where  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  a  proprietor,  under  like  circura* 
stances,  thus  to  contribute  to  the  construction  of  these  works.  For  tha 
practical  operation  of  such  grants  thus  far,  in  advancing  the  interests  of" 
the  states  in  which  the  works  are  located,  and  at  the  same  time  the  sub^ 
stantial  interests  of  all  the  other  states,  by  enhancing  the  value  and  pro-^ 
moting  the  rapid  sale  of  the  public  domain,  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  the  interior.  A  careful  examination,  however,  will  shoiK^ 
that  this  experience  is  the  result  of  a  just  discrimination,  and  will  be  far 
from  affording  encouragement  to  a  reckless  or  indiscriminate  extension 
of  the  principle. 
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I  commend  to  your  favorable  consideration  the  men  of  genins  of  our 
country,  wlio,  by  their  inventions  and  discoveries  in  science  and  art,  have 
contributed  largely  to  the  improvements  of  the  age,  without,  in  many 
instances,  securing  for  themselves  anything  like  an  adequate  reward. 
For  many  interesting  details  upon  this  subject,  I  refer  you  to  the  appro* 
priate  reports,  and  especially  urge  upon  your  early  attention  the  ap- 
parently slight,  but  really  important  modifications  of  existing  laws  therein 
suggested. 

The  liberal  spirit  which  has  so  long  marked  the  action  of  Congress  in 
relation  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  continue  to  be 
manifested. 

The  erection  of  an  asylum  for  the  insane  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  has  been  somewhat 
retarded,  by  the  great  demand  for  materials  and  labor  during  the  past 
summer ;  but  full  preparation  for  the  reception  of  patients,  before  the 
return  of  another  winter,  is  anticipated ;  and  there  is  the  best  reason  to 
believe,  from  the  plan  and  contemplated  arrangements  which  have  been 
devised,  with  the  large  experience  furnished  within  the  last  few  years  in 
relation  to  the  nature  and  treatment  of  the  disease,  that  it  will  prove  an 
asylum  indeed  to  this  most  helpless  and  aiHicted  class  of  sufferers,  and 
stand  as  a  noble  monument  of  wisdom  and  mercy. 

Under  the  acts  of  Congress  of  August  31,  1852,  and  of  March  3, 1853, 
designed  to  secure  for  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  good  and  wholesome  water,  it  became  my  duty  to  examine 
the  report  and  plans  of  the  engineer  who  had  charge  of  the  surveys 
under  the  act  first  named.  The  best,  if  not  the  only  plan  calculated 
to  secure  permanently  the  object  sought,  was  that  which  contemplates 
taking  the  water  from  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Potomac,  and,  consequently, 
I  gave  to  it  my  approval.  For  the  progress  and  present  condition  of  this 
important  work,  and  for  its  demands,  so  far  as  appropriations  are  con- 
cerned, I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war. 

The  present  judicial  system  of  the  United  States  has  now  been  in 
operation  for  so  long  a  period  of  time,  and  has,  in  its  general  theory  and 
much  of  its  details,  become  so  familiar  to  the  country,  and  acquired  so 
entirely  the  public  confidence,  that  if  modified  in  any  respect,  it  should 
only  be  in  those  particulars  which  may  adapt  it  to  the  increased  extent, 
population,  and  legal  business  of  the  United  States.  In  this  relation,  the 
organization  of  the  courts  is  now  confessedly  inadequate  to  the  duties  to 
be  performed  by  them ;  iu  consequence  of  which,  the  states  of  Florida, 
Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Texas,  and  California,  and  districts  of  other  states,  are 
in  effect  excluded  from  the  full  benefits  of  the  general  system,  by  the 
functions  of  the  circuit  court  being  devolved  on  the  district  judges  in  all 
those  states  or  parts  of  states. 

The  spirit  of  the  constitution  and  a  due  regard  to  justice  require  that 
all  the  states  of  the  Union  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  in  regard 
to  the  judicial  tribunals.  I  therefore  commend  to  your  consideration  this 
important  subject,  which,  in  my  judgment,  demands  the  speedy  action  of 
Congress.  I  will  present  to  you,  if  deemed  desirable,  a  plan,  which  I 
am  prepared  to  recommend,  for  the  enlargement  and  modification  of  the 
present  judicial  system.  % 

The  act  of  Congress  establishing  the  Smithsonian  institution  provided 
that  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  other  persons  therein  desig- 
nated, should  constitute  an  **  establishment''  by  that  name,  and  that  the 
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mombers  should  hold  stated  and  special  meetings  for  the  supervision  of 
the  aMairs  of  the  institution.  The  organization  not  having  taken  place, 
it  seemed  to  me  proper  that  it  shoul^d  be  effected  without  delay.  This 
has  been  done ;  and  an  occasion  was  thereby  presented  for  inspecting 
the  condition  of  the  institution,  and  appreciating  its  successful  progress 
thus  far,  and  its  high  promise  of  great  and  general  usefulness. 
'  I  have  omitted  to  ask  your  favorable  consideration  for  the  estimates 
of  works  of  a  local  character  in  twenty-seven  of  the  thirty-one  states, 
amounting  to  one  million,  sevens  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand,  five 
hundred  dollars,  because,  independently  of  the  grounds  which  have  so 
often  been  urged  against  the  application  of  the  federal  revenue  for  works 
of  this  character,  inequality  with  consequent  injustice  is  inherent  in 
the  nature  of  the  proposition,  and  because  the  plan  has  proved  entirely 
>  inadequate  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  sought. 

The  subject  of  internal  improvements,  claiming  alike  the  interest  and 
good- will  of  all,  has  nevertheless  been  the  basis  of*  much  political  discus- 
sion, and  has  stood  as  a  deep-graven  line  of  division  between  statesmen 
of  eminent  ability  and  patriotism.  The  rule  of  strict  construction  of  all 
powers  delegated  by  the  states  to  the  general  government  has  arrayed 
itself,  from  time  to  time,  against  the  rapid  progress  of  expenditures  from 
the  national  treasury  on  works  of  a  local  character  within  the  states. 
Memorable  as  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  this  subject  is  the  message  of 
President  Jackson,  of  the  27th  of  May,  1830,  which  met  the  system  of 
internal  improvements  in  its  comparative  infancy ;  but  so  rapid  had  been 
its  growth,  that  the  projected  appropriations  in  that  year  for  works  of 
this  character  had  risen  to  the  alarming  amount  of  more  than  one 
hundred  millions  of  dollars. 

In  that  message  the.  president  admitted  the  difficulty  of  bringing  back 
the  operations  of  the  government  to  the  construction  of  the  constitution 
set  up  in  1798,  and  marked  it  as  an  admonitory  proof  of  the  necessity  of 
guarding  that  instrument  with  sleepless  vigilance  against  the  au^ority  of 
precedents,  which  had  not  the  sanction  of  its  most  plainly-defined  powers. 

Our  government  exists  under  a  written  compact  between  sovereign 
states,  uniting  for  specific  objects,  and  with  specific  grants  to  their  general 
agent.  If,  then,  in  the  progress  of  its  administration,  there  have  been 
departures  from  the  terms  and  intent  of  the  compact,  it  is,  and  will  ever 
be,  proper  to  refer  back  to  the  fixed  standard  which  our  fathers  left  us, 
and  to  make  a  stern  efibrt  to  conform  our  action  to  it.  It  would  seem 
that  the  fact  of  a  principle  having  been  resisted  from  the  first  by  many 
of  the  wisest  and  most  patriotic  men  of  the  republic,  and  a  policy  having 
provoked  constant  strife,  without  arriving  at  a  conclusion  which  can  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory  to  its  most  earneiit  advocates,  should  suggest  the 
inquiry  whether  there  may  not  be  a  plan  likely  to  be  crowned  by  happier 
results.  Without  perceiving  any  sound  distinction,  or  intending  to  assert 
any  principle  as  opposed  to  improvements  needed  for  the  protection  of 
internal  commerce,  which  does  not  equally  apply  to  improvements  upon 
the  seaboard  for  the  protection  of  foreign  commerce,  I  submit  to  you 
whether  it  may  not  be  safely  anticipated  that',  if  the  policy  were  once 
settled  against  appropriations  by  the  general  government  for  local  improve- 
ments for  the  benefit  of  commerce,  localities  requiring  expenditures  would 
not,  by  modes  and  means  clearly  legitimate  and  proper,  raise  the  fund 
necessary  for  such  constructions  as  the  safety  or  other  interests  of  their 
commerce  might  require. 
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If  that  can  be  regarded  as  a  system  which,  in  the  experience  of  more 
than  thirty  years,  has  at  no  time  so  commanded  the  public  judgment  as  to 
give  it  the  character  of  a  settled  policy — which,  though  it  has  produced 
some  works  of  conceded  importanbe,  has  been  attended  with  an  expendi- 
ture quite  disproportionate  to  their  value,  and  has  resulted  in  squandering 
large  sums  upon  objects  which  have  answered  no  valuable  purpose — ^the 
interests  of  all  the  states  require  it  to  be  abandoned,  unless  hopes  may  be 
indulged  for  the  future  which  find  no  warrant  in  the  past. 

With  an  anxious  desire  for  the  completion  of  the  works  which  are 
regarded  by  all  good  citizens  with  sincere  interest,  I  have  deemed  it  my 
duty  to  ask  at  your  hands  a  deliberate  reconsideration  of  the  question, 
with  a  hope  that,  animated  by  a  desire  to  promote  the  permanent  and 
substantial  interests  of  the  country,  your  wisdom  may  prove  equal  to  the 
task  of  devising  and  maturing  a  plan,  which,  applied  to  this  subject,  may 
promise  something  better  than  constant  strife,  the  suspension  of  the 
powers  of  local  enterprise,  the  exciting  of  vain  hopes,  and  the  disappoint- 
ment of  cherished  expectations. 

In  expending  the  appropriations  made  by  the  last  Congress,  several 
cases  have  arisen  in  relation  to  works  for  the  improvement  of  harbors, 
which  involve  question  as  to  the  right  of  soil  and  jurisdiction,  and  have 
threatened  ccAiflict  between  the  authority  of  the  state  and  general  govern- 
ments. The  right  to  construct  a  breakwater,  jetty,  or  dam,  would  seem, 
necessarily,  to  carry  with  it  the  power  to  protect  and  preserve  such  con- 
structions. This  can  only  be  effectually  done  by  having  jurisdiction  over 
the  soil.  But  no  clause  of  the  constitution  is  found,  on  which  to  rest  the 
claim  of  the  United  States  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  soil  of  a  state, 
except  that  conferred  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  con- 
stitution. It  is,  then,  submitted,  whether,  in  all  cases  where  construc- 
tions are  to  be  erected  by  the  general  government,  the  right  of  soil  should 
not  first  be  obtained,  and  legislative  provision  be  made  to  cover  all 
such  cases. 

For  the  progress  made  in  the  construction  of  roads  within  the  territo- 
ries, as  provided  for  in  the  appropriations  of  the  last  Congress,  I  refer 
you  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war. 

There  is  one  subject  of  a  domestic  nature,  which,  from  its  intrinsic 
importance  and  the  many  inieresting  questions  of  future  policy  which  it 
involves,  can  not  fail  to  receive  your  early  attention.  I  allude  to  the 
means  of  communication  by  which  different  parts  of  the  wide  expanse  of 
our  country  are  to  be  placed  in  closer  connection  for  purposes  of  both 
defence  and  commercial  intercourse,  and  more  especially  such  as  apper- 
tain to  the  communication  of  those  great  divisions  of  the  Union  which 
lie  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  Rocky  mountains. 

That  the  government  has  not  been  unmindful  of  this  heretofore,  is 
apparent  from  the  aid  it  has  afforded,  through  appropriations  for  mail 
facilities  and  other  purposes.  But  the  general  subject  will  \\bw  present 
itself  under  aspects  more  imposing  and  more  purely  national,  by  reason 
of  the  surveys  ordered  by  Congress,  nnd  now  in  the  process  of  comple- 
tion, for  communication  by  railway  across  the  continent,  and  wholly 
within  the  limits  of  tbe  United  States. 

The  power  to  declare  war,  to  raise  and  support  armies,  to  provide  and 
maintain  a  navy,  and  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws,  suppress 
insurrections  and  repel  invasions,  was  conferred  upon  Congress,  as 
means  to  provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  to  protect  a  territory  and 
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a  population  now  widespread  and  vastly  multiplied.  As  incidental  to, 
and  indispensable  for,  the  exercise  of  thia.po«¥er,  it  imtst  sometimes  be 
necessary  to  construct  military  roads  and  protect  harbors  of  refuge.  To 
appropriations  by  Congress  for  such  objects,  no  sound  objection  can  be 
raised.  Happily  for  our  country,  its  peaceful  policy  and  rapidly-increas- 
ing population  impose  upon  us  no  urgent  necessity  for  preparation,  and 
leave  but  few  trackless  deserts  between  assailable  points  and  a  patriotic 
people  ever  ready  and  generally  able  to  protect  them.  These  necessary 
links,  the  enterprise  and*  energy  of  our  people  are  steadily  and  boldly 
struggling  to  supply.  All  experience  affirms  that,  wherever  private  enler- 
prise  will  avail,  it  is  most  wise  for  the  general  government  to  leave  to 
that  and  individual  watchfulness  the  location  and  execution  of  all  means 
of  communication. 

The  surveys  before  alluded  to  were  designed  to  ascertain  the  most 
practicable  and  economical  route  for  a  railroad  from  the  river  Mississippi 
to  the  Pacific  ocean.  Parties  are  now  in  the  field  making  explorations, 
where  previous  examinations  had  not  supplied  sufficient  data,  and  where 
there  was  the  best  reason  to  hope  the  object  sought  might  be  found.  The 
means  and  time  of  both  being  limited,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  thai  all  the 
accurate  knowledge  desired  will  be  obtained,  but  it  is  hoped  that  much 
and  important  information  will  be  added  to  the  stock  previously  possessed, 
and  that  partial,  if  not  full,  reports  of  the  surveys  ordered  will  be  received 
in  time  for  transmission  to  the  two  houses  of  Congress,  on  or  before  the 
first  Monday  in  February  next,  as  required  by  the  act  of  appropriation. 
The  magnitude  of  the  enterprise  contemplated  has  aroused,  and  will 
doubtless  continue  to  excite,  a  very  general  interest  throughout  the  coun- 
try. In  its  political,  its  commercial,  and  its  military  bearings,  it  has  varied, 
great,  and  increasing  claims  to  consideration.  The  heavy  expense,  the 
great  delay,  and,  at  times,  fatality,  attending  travel  by  either  of  the  isthmus 
routes,  have  demonstrated  the  advantages  which  would  result  from  inter- 
territorial  communication  by  such  safe  and  rapid  means  as  a  railroad 
would  supply. 

These  difficulties,  which  have  been  encountered  in  a  period  of  peace, 
would  be  magnified  and  still  further  increased  in  time  of  war.  But, 
while  the  embarrassments  already  encountered,  and  others  under  new 
contingencies  to  be  anticipated,  may  serve  strikingly  to  exhibit  the 
importance  of]  such  a  work,  neither  these  nor  all  considerations  combined 
can  have  an  appreciable  value,  when  weighed  against  the  obligation 
strictly  to  adhere  to  the  constitution,  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  powers 
it  confers.  Within  this  limit,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  interest  of  the 
government  involved,  it  would  seem  both  expedient  and  proper,  if  an 
economical  and  practicable  route  shall  be  found,  to  aid,  by  all  constitu- 
tional means,  in  the  construction  of  a  road  which  will  unite,  by  a  speedy 
transit,  the  populations  of  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  states.  To  guard 
against  misconception,  it  should  be  remarked,  that  although  the  power  to 
construct,  or  aid  in  the  construction  of,  a  road  within  the  limits  of  a  terri- 
tory is  not  embarrassed  by  that  question  of  jurisdiction  which  would  arise 
within  the  limits  of  a  state,  it  is  nevertheless  held  to  be  of  doubtful  power 
and  more  than  doubtful  propriety,  even  within  the  limits  of  a  territory,  for 
the  general  government  to  undertake  to  administer  the  affairs  of  a  rail- 
road, a  canal,  or  other  similar  construction,  and,  therefore,  that  its  con- 
nection with  a  work  of  this  character  should  be  incidental  rather  than 
primary.     I  will  only  add,  at  present,  that,  fully  appreciating  t}ie  magni- 
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ttide  of  the  mibject,  and  solicitous  that  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  shores 
of  the  republic  may  be  bound  together  by  inseparable  ties  of  common 
interest,  as  well  as  of  common  fealty  and  attachment  to  the  Union,  I  shall 
be  disposed,  so  far  as  my  own  action  is  concerned,  to  follow  the  lights  of 
the  constitution,  as  expounded  and  illustrated  by  those  whose  opinionB 
and  expositions  constitute  the  standard  of  my  political  faith  in  regard  to 
the  powers  of  the  federal  government.  It  is,  I  trust,  not  necessary  to 
say,  that  no  grandeur  of  enterprise,  and  no  present  urgent  inducement 
promising  popular  favor,  will  lead  me  to  disregard  those  lights,  or  to 
depart  from  that  path  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  safe,  and  which 
is  now  radiant  with  the  glow  of  prosperity  and  legitimate  constitutional 
progress.  We  can  afford  to  wait,  but  we  can  not  afford  to  overlook  the 
ark  of  our  security. 

It  is  no  part,  of  my  purpose  to  give  prominence  to  any  subject  which 
may  properly  be  regarded  as  set  at  rest  by  the  deliberate  judgment  of  the 
people.  But  while  the  present  is  bright  with  promise,  and  the  future  full 
of  demand  and  inducement  for  the  exercise  of  active  intelligence,  the  past 
can  never  be  without  useful  lessons  of  admonition  and  instruction.  If  its 
dangers  serve  not  as  beacons,  they  will  evidently  fail  to  fulfil  the  object 
of  a  wise  design.  When  the  grave  shall  have  closed  over  all  who  are 
now  endeavoring  to  meet  the  obligations  of  duty,  the  year  1850  will  be 
recurred  to  as  a  period  filled  with  anxious  apprehension.  A  successful 
war  had  just  terminated.  Peace  brought  with  it  a  vast  augmentation  of 
territory.  Disturbing  questions  arose,  bearing  upon  the  domestic  institu- 
tions of  one  portion  of  the  confederacy,  and  involving  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  states.  But,  notwithstanding  differences  of  opinion  and  senti- 
ment which  then  existed  in  relation  to  details  and  specific  provisions,  the 
acquiescence  of  distinguished  citizens,  whose  devotion  to  the  Union  can 
never  be  doubted,  has  given  renewed  vigor  to  our  institutions,  and  restored 
a  sense  of  repose  and  security  to  the  public  mind  throughout  the  confed- 
eracy. That  this  repose  is  to  suffer  no  shock  during  my  official  term,  if 
I  have  power  to  avert  it,  those  who  placed  me  here  may  be  assured.  The 
wisdom  of  men,  who  knew  what  independence  cost — who  had  put  all  at 
stake  upon  the  issue  of  the  revolutionary  struggle— disposed  of  the  subject 
to  which  I  refer,  in  the  only  way  consistent  with  the  union  of  these  states, 
•and  with  the  march  of  power  and  prosperity  which  has  made  us  what 
we  are.  It  is  a  significant  fact,  that  from  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 
until  the  ofiScers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  had  passed  to  their 
graves,  or,  through  the  infirmities  of  age  and  wounds,  had  ceased  to 
participate  actively  in  public  affairs,  there  was  not  merely  a  quiet  acqui- 
escence in,  but  a  prompt  vindication  of,  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
states.  The  reserved  powers  were  scrupulously  respected.  No  states- 
man put  forth  the  narrow  views  of  casuists  to  justify  interference  and 
agitation,  but  the  spirit  of  the  compact  was  regarded  as  sacred  in  the  eye 
of  honor,  and  indispensable  for  the  great  experiment  of  civil  liberty, 
which,  environed  by  inherent  difficulties,  was  yet  borne  forward  in  appa- 
rent weakness  by  a  power  superior  to  all  obstacles.  There  is  no  con- 
demnation which  the  voice  of  freedom  will  not  pronounce  upon  us,  should 
we  prove  faithless  to  this  great  trust.  While  men  inhabiting  different 
parts  of  this  vast  continent  can  no  more  be  expected  to  hold  the  same 
opinions,  or  entertain  the  same  sentiments,  than  every  variety  of  climate 
or  soil  can  be  expected  to  furnish  the  same  agricultural  products,  they  can 
unite  in  a  common  object  and  sustain  common  principles  essential  to  the 
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iHtintenftnoe  of  that  object.  The  gallant  men  of  the  south  and  the  north 
could  stand  together  during  the  struggle  of  the  Revolution ;  they  could 
stand  together  in  the  more  trying  period  which  succeeded  the  clangor  of. 
asrms.  As  their  united  valor  was  adequate  to  all  the  trials  of  the  camp 
aad  dangers  of  the  field,  so  their  united  wisdom  proved  equal  to  the 
greater  task  of  founding,  upon  a  deep  and  hroad  has  is,  institutions  which 
it  has  heen  our  privilege  to  enjoy,  and  will  ever  he  our  most  sacred  duty 
to  sustain*  It  is  but  the  feeble  expression  of  a  faith  strong  and  universal, 
to  say  that  their  sons,  whose  blood  mingled  so  often  upon  the  same  field, 
during  the  war  of  1812,  and  who  have  more  recently  borne  in  triumph  the 
Hag  of  the  country  upon  a  foreign  soil,  will  never  permit  alienation  of 
feeling  to  weaken  the  power  of  their  united  efiforts,  nor  internal  dissen*  " 
■ions  to  paralyze  the  great  arm  of  freedom,  uplifted  for  the  vindication  of 
self-government. 

I  have  thus  briefly  presented  such  suggestions  as  seem  to  me  especially 
worthy  of  your  consideration.  In  providing  for  the  present,  you  can 
hardly  fail  to  avail  yourselves  of  the  light  which  the  experience  of  the 
past  casts  upon  the  future. 

The  growth  of  our  population  has  now  brought  us,  in  the  destined 
career  of  our  national  histor}'',  to  a  point  at  which  it  well  behooves  us  to 
expand  our  vision  over  the  vast  prospective. 

The  successive  decennial  returns  of  the  census  since  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution  have  revealed  a  law  of  steady  progressive  development, 
which  may  be  stated,  in  general  terms,  as  a  duplication  every  quarter- 
century.  Carried  forward,  from  the  point  al^peady  reached,  for  only  a 
short  period  of  time  as  applicable  to  the  existence  of  a  nation,  this  law 
of  progress,  if  unchecked,  will  bring  us  to  almost  incredible  results.  A 
large  allowance  for  a  diminished  proportional  effect  of  emigration  would 
not  very  materially  reduce  the  estimate,  while  the  increased  average 
duration  of  human  life,  known  to  have  already  reaulted  from  the  scientific 
and  hygeinic  improvements  of  the  past  fifty  years,  ^ill  tend  to  keep  up 
Uirough  the  next  fifty,  or  perhaps  hundred,  the  same  ratio  of  growth, 
which  has  been  thus  revealed  in  our  past  progress ;  and  to  the  influence 
of  these  causes  may  be  added  the  influx  of  laboring  masses  from  eastern 
Asia  to  the  Pacific  side  of  our  possessions,  together  with  the  probable 
accession  of  the  populations  already  existing  in  other  parts  of  our  hemi- 
sphere, which,  within  the  period  in  question,  will  feel,  with  yearly- 
increasing  force,  the  natural  attraction  of  so  vast,  powerful,  and  prosperous 
a  confederation  of  self-governing  republics,  and  will  seek  the  privilege  of 
being  admitted  within  its  safe  and  happy  bosom,  transferring  with  them- 
selves, by  a  peaceful  and  healthy  process  of  incorporation,  spacious 
regions  of  virgin  aad  exuberant  soil,  which  are  destined  to  swarm  with 
the  fast-growing  and  fast-spreading  millions  of  our  race. 

These  considerations  seem  fully  to  justify  the  presumption,  that  the 
law  of  population  above  stated  will  continue  to  act  with  undiminished 
effect,  through  at  least  the  next  half-century ;  and  that  thousands  of  per- 
sons who  have  already  arrived  at  maturity,  and  are  now  exercising  the 
rights  of  freemen,  will  close  their  eyes  on  the  spectacle  of  more  than  one 
hundred  millions  of  population  embraced  within  the  majestic  proportions 
of  the  American  Union.  It  is  not  merely  as  an  interesting  topic  of 
speculation  that  I  present  these  views  for  your  consideration.  They 
have  important  practical  bearings  upon  all  the  political  duties  we  are 
oaUed  upon,  to  perform*     Heretofore,  our  system  of  government  has 
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worked  on  what  nnay  be  termed  a  miniature  scale,  in  comparison  with  the 
development,  which  it  must  thus  assume,  within  a  future  so  near  at  hand, 
as  scarcely  to  be  beyond  the  present  of  the  existing  generation. 

It  is  evident  that  a  confederation  so  vast  and  soTaried,  both  in  numbers 
and  in  territorial  extent,  in  habits  and  in  interest,  could  only  be  kept  in 
national  cohesion  by  the  strictest  fidelity  to  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, as  understood  by  those  who  have  adhered  to  the  most  restricted 
construction  of  the  powers  granted  by  the  people  and  the  states.  Inter- 
preted and  applied  according  to  those  principles,  the  great  •compact  adapts 
itself,  with  healthy  ease  and  freedom,  to  an  unlimited  extension  of  that 
^  benign  system  of  federative  self-government,  of  which  it  is  eur  glorious, 
and,  [  trust,  immortal  charter.  Let  us,  then,  with  redoubled  vigilance,  be 
on  our  guard  against  yielding  to  the  temptation  of  the  exercise  of  doubtful 
powers,  even  under  the  pressure  of  the  motives  of  conceded  temporary 
advantage  and  apparent  temporary  expediency. 

The  minimum  of  federal  government,  compatible  with  the  maintenance 
of  national  unity  and  efficient  action  in  our  relations  with  the  rest  of  the 
world,  should  afford  the  rule  and  measure  of  construction  of  our  powers 
under  the  general  clauses  of  the  constitution.  A  spirit  of  strict'deference 
to  the  sovereign  rights  and  dignity  of  every  state,  rather  than  a  dispositicm 
to  subordinate  the  states  into  a  provincial  relation  to  the  central  authority, 
should  characterize  all  our  exercise  of  the  respective  powers  tempo- 
rarily vested  in  us  as  a  sacred  trust  from  the  generous  confidence  of  our 
constituents. 

In  like  manner,  as  a  manifestly  indispensable  condition  of  the  perpetu- 
ation of  the  Union,  and  of  the  realization  of  that  magnificent  national 
future  adverted  to,  does  the  duty  become  yearly  stronger  and  clearer  upon 
us,  as  citizens  of  the  several  states,  to  cultivate  a  fraternal  and  affectionate 
spirit,  language,  and  conduct,  in  regard  to  other  states,  and  in  relation  to 
the  varied  interests,  institutions,  and  habits  of  sentiment  and  opinion, 
which  may  respectively  characterize  them.  Mutual  forbearance,  respect, 
and  non-interference  in  our  personal  action  as  citizens,  and  an  enlarged 
exercise  of  the  most  liberal  principles  of  comity  in  the  public  dealings  of 
state  with  state,  whether  in  legislation  or  in  the  execution  of  laws,  are 
the  means  to  perpetuate  that  confidence  and  fraternity,  the  decay  of  which 
a  mere  political  union,  on  so  vast  a  scale,  could  not  long  survive. 

In  still  another  point  of  view,  is  an  important  practical  duty  suggested 
by  this  consideration  of  the  magnitude  of  dimensions  to  which  our  polit- 
ical system,  with  its  corresponding  machinery  of  government,  is  so  rapidly 
expanding.  With  increased  vigilance  does  it  require  us  to  cultivate  the 
cardinal  virtues  of  public  frugality  and  official  integrity  and  purity.  Pub- 
lic affairs  ought  to  be  so  conducted  that  a  settled  conviction  shall  pervade 
the  entire  Union,  that  nothing  short  of  the  highest  tone  and  standard-^f 
public  morality  marks  every  part  of  the  administration  and  legislation  of 
the  general  government.  Thus  will  the  federal  system,  whatever  expan-~ 
sion  time,  and  progress  may  give  it,  continue  more  and  more  deeply 
rooted  in  the  love  and  confidence  of  the  people. 

That  wise  economy  which  is  as  far  removed  from  parsimony  as  from 
corrupt  and  corrupting  extravagance — that  single  regard  for  the  public 
good  which  will  frown  upon  all  attempts  to  approach  the  treasury  with 
insidious  projects  of  private  interest  cloaked  under  public  pretexts — that 
sound  fiscal  administration,  which,  in  the  legislative  department,  guards 
against  the  dangerous  temptations  incident  to  overflowing  revenue,  and/  in. 
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the  executive,  maintains  an  unsleeping  watchfulness  against  the  tendency 
of  all  national  expenditure  to  extravagance, — ^while  they  are  admitted 
elementary  political  duties,  may,  I  trust,  be  deemed  as  properly  adverted 
to  and  urged,  in  view  of  the  more  impressive  sense  of  that  necessity, 
which  is  directly  suggested  by  the  considerations  now  presented.  ^ 

Since  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  the  vice-president  of  the  United 
States  has  passed  from  the  scenes  of  earth,  without  having  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  the  station,  to  which  he  has  been  called  by  the  voice  of  his 
countrymen.  .  Having  occupied,  almost  continuously,  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  a  seat  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress,  and 
having,  by  his  singular  purity  and  wisdom,  secured  unbounded  confidence 
and  universal  respect,  his  failing  health  was  watched  by  the  nation  with 
painful  solicitude.  His  loss  to  the  country,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
has  been  justly  regarded  as  irreparable. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1853,  the  oath 
of  office  was  administered  to  him  on  the  24th  of  that  month,  at  Ariadne 
estate,  near  Matanzas,  in  the  island  of  Cuba ;  but  his  strength  gradually 
declined,  and  was  hardly  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  return  to  his  home  in 
Alabama,  where,  on  the  1 8th  day  of  April,  in  the  most  calm  and  peaceful 
way,  his  long  and  eminently  useful  career  was  terminated. 

Entertaining  unlimited  confidence  in  your  intelligent  and  patriotic 
devotion  to  the  public  interest,  and  being  conscious  of  no  motives  on 
my  part  which  are  not  inseparable  from  the  honor  and  advancement  of 
my  country,  I  hope  it  may  be  my  privilege  to  deserve  and  secure,  not 
only  your  cordial  co-operation  in  great  public  measures,  but  also  those 
relations  of  mutual  confidence  and  regard  which  it  is  always  so  desirable 
to  cultivate  between  members  of  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  government. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 
December  12,  1853. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : — 

In  answer  to  the  resolutions  of  the  senate  of  the  17lh  of  August,  1852, 
and  23d  of  February  last,  requesting  a  copy  of  correspondence  relative  to 
the  claim  on  the  governmeiit  of  Portugal,  in  the  case  of  the  brig  General 
Armstrong,  *l  transmit  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  state,  to  whose 
department  the  resolutions  .were  referred. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
December  19,  1853. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : — 

I  TRANSMIT  certain  documents  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  senate 
of  the  6th  of  April,  ultimo,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  transactions 
between  Captain  Hollins,  of  the  **  Cyane,'^  and  the  authorities  at  San  Juan 
de  Nicaragua. 
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GADSDEN  TRRATY   MESSAGE. 

February  10,  1854. 

To  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States:-^ 

I  transmit  to  the  senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Mexican 
republic,  signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  parties  in  the  city  of 
Mexico,  on  the  13th  day  of  December  last.  Certain  amendments  are 
proposed  to  the  instrument,  as  hereinafter  specified,  viz. :  in  order  to  make 
the  duties  and  obligations  stipulated  in  the  second  article  reciprocal,  it  is 
proposed  to  add  to  that  article  Ihe  following : — 

"  And  the  government  of  Mexico  agrees  that  the  stipulations  contained 
in  this  article,  to  be  performed  by  the  United  States,  shall  be  reciprocal ; 
and  Mexico  shall  be  under  like  obligations  to  the  United  States  and  the 
citizens  thereof,  as  those  hereinabove  imposed  upon  the  latter  in  favor  of 
the  republic  of  Mexico  and  Mexican  citizens." 

It  is  also  recommended,  that  for  the  third  article  of  the  original  treaty, 
the  following  shall  be  adopted  as  a  substitute  : — 

"  In  consideration  of  the  grants  received  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
obligations  relinquished  by  the  Mexican  republic  pursuant  to  this  treaty, 
I  the  former  agree  to  pay  to  the  latter  the  sum  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars, 
in  gold  or  silver  coin,  at  the  treasury  at  Washington :  one  fifth  of  the 
amount  on  the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty  at  Washington,  and  the 
remaining  four  fifths  in  monthly  instalments  of  three  millions  each,  with 
interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  until  the  whole  be  paid ; 
the  government  of  the  United  States  reserving  the  right  to  pay  up  the 
whole  sum  of  fifteen  millions  at  an  earlier  date,  as  may  be  to  it  convenient. 
The  United  States  also  agree  to  assume  all  the  claims  of  the  citizens 
against  the  Mexican  republic,  which  may  have  arisen  under  the  treaty 
or  the  law  of  nations  since  the  date  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe.  And  the  Mexican  republic  agrees  to  exonerate  the  United 
States  of  America  from  all  claims  of  Mexico  or  Mexican  citizens  which 
may  have  arisen  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe,  so  that  each  government, 
in  the  most  formal  and  effective  manner,  shall  be  exempted  and  exonerated 
of  all  such  obligations  to  each  other  respectively." 

I  also  recommend  that  the  eighth  article  be  modified  by  striking  out  all 
.  after  the  word  "  attempts,"  in  the  twenty-third  line  of  that  article.  The 
part  to  be  omitted  is  to  be  as  follows  : — 

"  They  mutually  and  especially  obligate  theniselves,  in  all  cases  of  such 
lawless  enterprises,  which  may  not  have  been  prevented  through  the  civil 
authorities  before  formation,  to  aid  with  the  naval  and  military  forces,  on 
due  notice  being  given  by  the  aggrieved  party  of  aggressions  of  the  citizens 
and  subjects  of  the  other,  so  that  the  lawless  adventurers  may  be  pursued 
and  overtaken  on  the  high  seas,  their  elements  of  war  destroyed,  and  the 
deluded  captives  held  responsible  in  their  persons,  and  -meet  with  the 
merited  retribution  inflicted  by  the  law  of  nations  against  all  such  dis- 
turbers of  the  peace  and  happiness  of  contiguous  and  friendly  powers ;  it 
being  understood,  that  in  all  cases  of  successful  pursuit  and  captnre,  Uie 
c^linquent  so  captured  shall  be  judged  and  punished  by  the  gov«mment 
of  that  nation  to  which  the  vessel  capturing  them  may  belong,  oonfenDR- 
bly  to  the  laws  of  each  nation." 

Digitized  by  LjOOQiC 


nERCE*8    SPECIAL    MESSAGES.  *2079 

At  the  close  of  the  instniirient,  it  will  also  be  advisable  to  substitute 
seventy-eighth  for  seventy-seventh  year  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 
February  10,  1854. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : — 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  a  communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,, 
accompanied  by  the  second  part  of  Lieutenant  Herndon's  report  of  the 
exploration  of  the  valley  of  the  Amazon  and  its  tributaries,  made  by  him- 
in  connection  with  Lieutenant  Lardner  Gibbon,  under  instructions  froHL 
the  navy  department. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
March  1,  1854. 


To  the  House  of  Representatives : — 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the- 
13th  instant,  requesting  information  respecting  negotiations  with  Peru  for 
the  removal  of  restrictions  upon  the  exportation  of  guano,  I  transmit 
herewith  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  state,  with  the  correspondence 
therein  referred  to. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 
March  1,  1854. 


To  the  House  of  Representatives  :— 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  attorney-general,  in  answer  to> 
the  resolutions  of  the  house  of  the  22d  of  December,  requesting  me  to- 
communicate  to  the  house  the  plan  for  the  modification  and  enlargement 
of  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States  recommended  in  my  annual, 
message  to  Congress. 
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SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
March  15,  1854. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
10th  instant,  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  of  the  secretary  of  state,  con- 
taining all  the  information  recei^^ed  at  the  department  in  relation  to  the 
seizure  of  the  Black  Warrior,  at  Havana,  on  the  28ih  ultimo. 

There  have  been,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  past,  many  other 
instances  of  aggression  upon  our  commerce,  violations  of  the  rights  of 
American  citizens,  and  insults  to  the  national  flag,  by  the  Spanish  author- 
ities in  Cuba,  and  all  attempts  to  obtain  redress  have  led  to  protracted, 
and  as  yet  fruitless  negotiations. 

The  documents  in  these  cases  are  voluminous,  and,  when  prepared, 
will  be  sent  to  Congress. 

Those  now  transmitted  relale  exclusively  to  the  seizure  of  the  "  Black 
Warrior,"  and  present  so  clear  a  case  of  wrong,  that  jt  would  be  rea- 
sonable to  expect  full  indemnity  therefor,  as  soon  as  this  unjustifiable 
and  offensive  conduct  shall  be  made  known  to  her  catholic  majesty's 
■government;  but  similar  expectations,  in  other  cases,  have  not  been 
realized. 

The  offending  party  is  at  our  doors,  with  large  powers  for  aggression, 
but  none,  it  is  alleged,  for  reparation.  The  source  of  redress  is  in  another 
hemisphere;  and  the  answers  to  our  just  complaints,  made  to  the  home 
government,  are  but  the  repetition  of  excuses  rendered  by  inferior  officials 
to  their  superiors,  in  reply  to  representations  of  misconduct.  The  pecu- 
liar situation  of  the  parlies  has,  undoubtedly,  much  aggravated  the  annoy- 
ances and  injuries  which  our  citizens  have  suffered  from  the  Cuban 
authorities,  and  Spain  does  not  seem  to  appreciate,  to  its  full  extent,  her 
responsibility  for  the  conduct  of  these  authorities.  In  giving  very  extra- 
ordinary powers  to  them,  she  owes  it  to  justice,  and  to  her  friendly  rela- 
tions with  this  government,  to  guard  with  great  vigilance  against  the 
•  exorbitant  exercise  of  these  powers,  and,  in  case  of  injuries,  to  proyide 
for  prompt  redress. 

I  have  already  taken  measures  to  present  to  the  government  of  Spain 
'the  wanton  injury  of  the  Cuban  authorities,  in  the  detention  and  seizure 
of  the  "  Black  Warrior,"  and  to  demand  immediate  indemnity  for  the 
injury  which  has  thereby  resulted  to  our  citizens. 

In  view  of  the  position  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  its   proximity  to  our  • 
coast,  the  relations  which  it  must  ever  bear  to  our  commercial  and  other 
interests,  it  is  vain  to  expect  that  a  series  of  unfriendly  acts  infringing 
'Our  commercial  rights,  and  the  adoption  of  a  policy  threatening  the  honor 
and  security  of  ^hese  states,  can  long  consist  with  peaceful  relations. 

In  case  the  measures  taken  for  amicable  adjustment  of  our  difficulties 
with  S{)ain  should  unfortunately  fail,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  use  the  authority 
and  means  which  Congress  may  grant,  to  insure  the  observance  of  our 
just  rights,  to  obtain  redress  for  injuries  received,  and  to  vindicate  the 
honor  of  our  flag. 

In  anticipation  of  that  contingency,  which  I  earnestly  hope  may  not 
arise,  I  suggest  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  adopting  such  provisional 
measures  as  the  exigency  may  seem  to  demand. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Pierce's  indigent  insane  land-bili^  veto.  *2081 

INDIGENT   INSANE    LAND-BILL   VETO. 
May  3,  1854. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : — 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  making  a  grant  of  public  lands  to  the  several 
states  for  the  benefit  of  indigent  insane  persons,**  which  was  presented  to 
me  on  the  27th  ultimo,  has  been  maturely  considered,  and  is  returned  to 
the  senate,  the  house  in  which  it  originated,  with  a  statement  of  the 
objections  which  have  required  me  to  withhold  from  it  my  approval. 

In  the  performance  of  this  duty  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  I  have 
been  compelled  to  resist  the  deep  sympathies  of  my  own  heart  in  favor 
of  the  humane  purpose  sought  to  be  accomplished,  and  to  overcome  the 
reluctance  with  which  I  dissent  from  the  conclusions  of  the  tw^o  houses 
of  Congress,  and  present  my  own  opinions  in  opposition  to  the  action  of 
a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government,  .which  possesses'  so  fully  my 
confidence  and  respect. 

If,  in  presenting  my  objectious  to  this  bill,  I  should  say  more  than 
strictly  belongs  to  the  measure,  or  is  required  for  the  discharge  of  my 
official  obligation,  let  it  be  attributed  to  a  sincere  desire  to  justify  my  act 
before  those  whose  good  opinion  I  so  highly  value,  and  to  that  earnest- 
ness which  springs  from  my  deliberate  conviction,  that  a  strict  adherence 
to  the  terms  and  purposes  of  the  federal  compact  offers  the  best,  if  not 
the  only,  security  for  the  preservation  of  our  blessed  inheritance  of 
representative  liberty. 

The  bill  provides,  in  substance : — 

First.  That  ten  millions  of  acres  of  land  be  granted  to  the  several 
states,  to  be  apportioned  among  them  in  the  compound  ratio  of  the 
geographical  area,  and  representation  of  said  States  in  the  house  of 
representatives. 

Second.  That  wherever  there  are  public  lands  in  a  state  subject  to  sale 
at  the  regular  price  of  private  entry,  the  proportion  of  said  ten  millions 
of  acres  falling  to  such  state  shall  be  selected  from  such  lands  within  it ; 
and  that  to  the  states  in  which  there  are  no  such  public  lands,  land  scrip 
shall  be  issued  to  the  amount  of  their  distributive  shares,  respectively ; 
said  scrip  not  to  be  entered  by  said  states,  but  to  be  sold  by  them,  and 
subject  to  entry  by  their  assignees,  provided  that  none  of  it  shall  be  sold 
at  less  than  pnc  dollar  per  acre,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  the  same 
to  the  United  States. 

Third.  That  the  expenses  of  the  management  and  superintendence  of 
said  lands,  and  of  the  moneys  received*  therefrom,  shall  be  paid  by  the 
states  to  which  they  may  belong,  out  of  the  treasury  of  said  states. 

Fourth,  That  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  such  lands,  or  scrip  so 
granted,  shall  be  invested  by  the  several  states  in  safe  stocks,  to  consti- 
tute a  perpetual  fund,  the  principal  of  which  shall  rertiain  forever  undi- 
minished, and  the  interest  to  be  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
indigent  insane  within  the  several  stated. 

Fifth,  That  annual  returns  of  lands  or  scrip  sold  shall  be  made  by  the 
states  to  the  secretary  of  the  interior,  and  the  whole  grant  be  subject  to 
certain  conditions  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the  bill,  tO'  be  assented  to 
by  legislative  alcts  of  said  states. 
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This  bill,  therefore,  proposes  that  the  federal  government  shall  make 
proTision  to  the  amount  of  the  value  of  ten  millions  of  acres  of  land,  for 
an  eleemosynary  object  within  the  several  states,  to  be  administered  by 
the  political  authority  of  the  same  ;  and  it  presents  at  the  threshold  the 
question,  whether  any  such  act,  on  the  part  of  the  federal  government,  is 
warranted  and  sanctioned  by  the  constitution,  the  provisions  and  princi- 
ples of  which  are  to  be  protected  and  sustained  as  a  first  and  paramount 
duty. 

It  can  not  be  questioned  that  if  Congress  have  power  to  make  provision 
for  the  indigent  insane  without  the  limits  of  this  district,  it  has  the  same 
power  to  provide  for  the  indigent  who  are  not  insane  ;  and  thus  to  transfer 
to  the  federal  government  the  charge  of  all  the  poor  in  all  the  states.  It 
has  the  same  power  to  provide  hospitals  and  other  local  establishments 
for  the  care  aifd  cure  of  every  species  of  human  infirmity,  and  thus  to 
assume  all  that  duty  of  either  public  philanthropy,  or  public  necessity 
io  the  dependent,  the  orphan,  the  sick,  or  the  needy,  which  is  now 
discharged  by  the  states  themselves,  or  by  corporate  institutions,  or  pri- 
vate endowments  existing  under  the  legislation  of  the  states.  The  whole 
field  of  public  beneficence  is  tlirown  open  to  the  care  and  culture  of  the 
federal  -government.  Generous  impulses  no  longer  encounter  the  limita- 
tions and  control  of  our  imperious  fundamental  law.  For,  however 
worthy  may  be  the  present  object  in  itself,  it  is  only  one  of  a  class.  It  is 
not  exclusively  worthy  of  benevolent  regard.  Whatever  considerations 
dictate  sympathy  for  this  particular  object,  apply  in  like  manner,  if  not  in 
the  same  degree,  to  idiotcy,  to  physical  disease,  to  extreme  destitution. 
If  Congress  may  and  ought  to  provide  for  any  one  of  these  objects,  it 
may  and  ought  to  provide  for  them  all.  And  if  it  be  done  in  this  case, 
what  answer  shall  be  given,  when  Congress  shall  be  called  upon,  as  it 
doubtless  will  be,  to  pursue  a  similar  course  of  legislation  in  the  others  ? 
It  will,  obviously,  be  vain  to  reply  that  the  object  is  worthy,  but  that  the 
application  has  taken  a  wrong  direction. 

The  power  will  have  been  deliberatively  assumed ;  the  general  obliga- 
tion will,  by  this  act,  have  been  acknowledged  ;  and  the  question  of  means 
and  expediency  will  alone  be  left  for  consideration.  The  decision  upon 
the  principle,  in  any  one  case,  determines  it  for  the  whole  class.  The 
question  presented,  therefore,  clearly  is  upon  the  constitutionality  and 
propriety  of  the  federal  government  assuming  to  enter  into  a  novel  and 
vast  field,  of  legislation,  namely,  that  of  providing  for  the  care  and  sup- 
port of  all  those,  among  the  people  of  the'  United  States,  who,  by  any 
form  of  calamity,  become  fit  objects  of  public  philanthropy. 

I  readily,  and  I  trust  feelingly,  acknowledge  the  duty  incumbent  on  us 
all,  as  men  and  citizens,  and  as  among  the  highest  and  holiest  of  our 
duties,  to  provide  for  those  who,  in  the  mysterious  order  of  Providence, 
are  subject  to  want  and  to  disease  of  body  or  mind ;  but  I  can  not  find 
any  authority  in  the  constitution  for  making  the  federal  government  the 
great  almoner  of  public  charity  throughout  the  United  States.  To  do  so, 
would,  in  my  judgment,  be  contrary  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  subversive  of  the  whole  theory  upon  which  the  Union  of  these 
states  is  founded.  And  if  it  were  admissible  to  contemplate  the  exercise 
of  this  power,  for  any  object  whatever,  I  can  not  avoid  the  belief  that  it 
would,  in  the  end,  be  prejudicial,  rather  than  beneficial,  to  the  noble 
ofiUces  of  charity,  to  have  the  charge  of  them  transferred  from  the  states 
to  the  federal  government.  Are  we  not  too  prone  to  forget  that  the  fed- 
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oral  Union  is  the  creature  of  the  states,  not  they  of  the  federal  Union  ? 
We  were  the  inhabitants  of  colonies  distinct  in  local  government,  one 
from  the  other,  before  the  Revolution.  'By  that  Revolution  the  colonies 
each  became  an  independent  state.  They  achieved  that  independence, 
and  secured  its  recognition  by  the  agency  of  a  consulting  body,  which,  from 
being  an  assembly  of  the  ministers  of  distinct  sovereignties,  instructed  to 
agree  to  no  form  of  government  which  did  not  leave  the  domestic  con- 
cerns of  each  state  to  itself,  was  appropriately  denominated  a  Congress. 
When,  having  tried  the  experiment  of  the  confederation,  they  resolved 
to  change  that  for  the  present  federal  Union,  and  thus  to  confer  on  the 
federal  government  more  ample  authority,  they  scrupulously  measured 
such  of  the  functions  of  their  cherished  sovereignty  as  they  .chose  to 
delegate  to  the  general  government.  With  this  aim,  and  to  this  end,  the 
fathers  of  the  republic  framed  the  constitution,  in  and  by  which  the  inde- 
pendent and  sovereign  states  united  themselves,  for  certain  specified 
objects  and  purposes,  and  for  those  only,  leaving  all  powers  not  therein 
set  forth  as  conferred  on  one  or  another  of  the  three  great  departments, 
the  legislative,  the  executive,  and  the  judicial,  indubitably  with  the  states. 
And  when  the  people  of  the  several  states  had  in  their  state  conventions, 
and  thus  alone,  given  effect  and  force  16  the  constitution,  not  content  that 
any  doubt  should,  in  future,  arise  as  to  the  scope  and  character  of  this 
'  act,  they  engrafted  thereon  the  explicit  declaration  that — 

'*  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  constitution, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the  states  respectively, 
or  to  the  people." 

Can  it  be  controverted  that  the  great  mass  of  the  business  of  govern- 
ment that  involved,  in  the  social  relations,  the  internal  arrangements  of 
the  body  politic  ;  the  mental  and  moral  culture  of  men  ;  the  development 
of  local  resources  of  wealth ;  the  punishment  of  crimes  in  general ;  the 
preservation  of  order ;  the  relief  of  the  needy,  or  otherwise  unfortunate 
members  of  society,  did,  in  practice,  remain  with  the  states ;  that  none 
of  these  objects  of  local  concern  are,  by  the  constitution,  expressly  or 
impliedly  prohibited  to  the  states,  and  that  none  of  them  are,  by  any- 
express  language  of  the  constitution,  transferred  to  the  United  States  1 
Can  it  be  claimed  that  any  of  these  functions  of  local  administration  and 
legislation  are  vested  in  the  federal  government  by  any  implication  ?  I 
have  never  found  anything  in  the  constitution  which  is  susceptible  of 
such  a  construction.  No  one  of  the  enumerated  powers  touches  the  sub- 
ject, or  b&s  even  a  remote  analogy  to  it.  The  powers  conferred  upon 
the  United  States  have  reference  tb  federal  relations,  or  to  the  means  of 
accomplishing  or  executing  things  of  federal  relation.  So,  also,  of  the 
same  character  are  the  powers  taken  away  from  the  states  by  enumera- 
tion. In  either  case,  the  powers  granted  and  the  powers  restricted  were 
so  granted,  or  so  restricted,  only  where  it  was  requisite  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  peace  and  harmony  between  the  states,  or  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting their  common  interests,  and  defending  their  common  sovereignty, 
against  aggression  from  abroad  or  insurrection  at  home. 

I  shall  not  discuss  the  question  of  power  sometimes  claimed  for  the 
general  government,  under  the  clause  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  consti- 
tution, which  gives  Congress  the  power  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States,"  because  if  it  has  not  already 
been  settled  upon  sound  reason  and  authority,  it  never  will  be.     I  take 
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the  receive'd  and  just  construction  of  that  article,  as  if  written  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  in  order  to  pay  the  debts,  and 
in  order  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare.  It  is 
not  a  substantive  general  power  to  provide  for  the  welfare  of  the  United 
States,  but  is  a  limitation  on  the  grant  of  power  to  raise  money  by  taxes^ 
duties,  and  imposts.  If  it  were  otherwise,  all  the  rest  of  the  constitution, 
consisting  of  carefully-enumerated  and  cautiously- guarded  grants  of  spe- 
cific powers,  would  have  been  useless,  if  not  delusive.  It  would  be 
impossible,  in  that  view,  to  escape  from  the  conclusion,  that  these  were 
inserted  only  to  mislead  for  the  present,  and,  instead  of  enlightening  and 
defining  the  pathway  of  the  future,  to  involve  its  action  in  the  mazes'  of 
doubtful  construction.  Such  a  conclusion  the  character  of  the  men  who 
framed  that  sacred  instrument  will  never  permit  us  to  form.  Indeed,  to 
suppose  it  susceptible  of  any  other  construction  would  be  to  consign  all 
the  rights  of  the  states,  and  of  the  people  of  the  states,  to  the  mere 
discretion  of  Congress,  and  thus  to  clothe  the  federal  government  with 
authority  to  control  the  sovereign  states,  by  which  the  states  would  have 
been  dwarfed  into  provinces  or  departments,  and  all  sovereignty  vested  in 
an  absolute  consolidated  central  power,  against  which  the  spirit  of  liberty 
has  so  often,  and  in  so  many  countries,  struggled  in  vain.  In  my  judg- 
ment, you  can  not,  by  tributes  to  humanity,  make  any  adequate  compensa- 
tion for  the  wrong  yon  would  inflict  by  removing  the  sources  of  power 
and  political  action  from  those  who  are  to  be  thereby  affected.  If  the 
time  shall  ever  arrive  when,  for  an  object  appealing  however  strongly  to 
our  sympathies,  the  dignity  of  the  states  shall  bow  to  the  dictation  of 
Congress,  by  conforming  their  legislation  thereto,  when  the  power,  and 
majesty,  and  honor  of  those  who  created  shall  become  subordinate  to  the 
thing  of  their  creation,  I  but  feebly  utter  my  apprehension  when  I  express 
my  firm  conviction  that  we  shall  see  "  the  beginning  of  the  end." 

Fortunately,  we  are  not  left  in  doubt  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  constitu- 
tion,  any  more  than  as  to  its  express  language,  for,  although  the  history  of 
its  formation,  as  recorded  in  the  Madison  papers,  shows  that  the  federal 
government,  in  its  present  form,  emerged  from  the  conflict  of  opposing 
influences,  which  have  continued  to  divide  statesmen  from  that  day  to 
this,  yet  the  rule  of  clearly-defined  powers,  and  of  strict  construction, 
presided  over  the  actual  conclusion  and  subsequent  adoption  of  the 
constitution. 

President  Madison,  in  the  Federalist,  says  :  **  The  powers  delegated 
by  the  proposed  constitution  to  the  federal  government  are  few  and  de- 
fined. Those  which  are  to  remain  in  the  state  governments  are  numerous 
and  indefinite.  Its"  (the  general  government's)  "jurisdiction  extends  to 
certain  enumerated  objects  only,  and  leaves  to  the  several  states  a  resid- 
uary and  inviolable  sovereignty  over  all  other  objects." 

In  the  same  spirit.  President  Jeflferson  invokes  "  the  support  of  the  state 
governments  in  all  their  rights  as  the  most  competent  administrations  tot 
our  domestic  concerns,  and  the  surest  bulwark  against  anti -republican 
tendencies ;"  and  President  Jackson  said  that  our  true  strength  and  wis- 
dom ar^  not  promoted  by  invasions  of  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  sev- 
eral states,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  consist  "  not  in  binding  the 
states  more  closely  to  the  centre,  but  in  leaving  each  more  unobstructed 
in  its  proper  orbit." 

The  framers  of  the  constitution,  in  refusing  to  confer  on  the  federal 
government  any  jurisdiction  over  these  purely  local  objects,  in  my  judg- 
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ment,  manifested  a  wise  forecast  and  broad  comprehension  of  the  true 
interests  of  these  objects  themselves.  It  is  clear  that  public  charities 
within  the  states  can  be  efficiently  administered  only  by  their  authority. 
The  bill  before  me  concedes  this,  for  it  does  not  commit  the  funds  it 
provides  to  the  administration  of  any  other  authority. 

I  can  not  but  repeat  what  I  have  before  expressed,  that  if  the  several 
states,  many  of  which  have  already  laid  the  foundation  of  munificent 
establishments  of  local  beneficence,  and  nearly  all  of  which  are  proceed- 
ing' to  establish  them,  shall  be  led  to  suppose;  as  they  will  be,  should  this 
bill  become  a  law,  .that  Congress  is  to  make  provision  for  such  objects, 
the  foundations  of  charity  will  be  dried  up  at  home,  and  the  several  states, 
instead  of  bestowing  their  own  means  on  the  social  wants  of  their  own 
people,  may  themselves,  through  the  strong  temptation,  which  appeals  to 
states  as  to  individuals,  become  humble  suppliants  for  the  bounty  of  the 
federal  government,  reversing  their  true  relation  to  this  Union. 

Having  stated  my  views  of  the  limitation  of  the.  powers  conferred  by 
the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  I  deem  it  proper 
to  call  attention  to  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article,  and  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  sixth  article,  bearing  directly  upon  the  question  under  con- 
sideration ;  which,  instead  of  aiding  the  claim  to  power  exercised  in  this 
case,  tend,  it  is  believed,  strongly  to  illustrate  and  explain  positions 
which,  even  without  such  support,  I  can  not  regard  as  questionable. 

The  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitution  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms  :  "  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the  territory  or  other  property 
belonging  to  the  United  States  ;  and  nothing  in  this  constitution  shall  be 
su  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claim  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any 
particular  state."  The  sixth  article  is  as  follows,  to  wit :  that  "  all  debts 
comtracted  and  engagements  entered  inio,  before  the  adoption  of  this  con- 
stitution, shall  be  as  valid  against  the  United  States  under  this  constitution 
as  under  the  confederation." 

For  a  correct  understanding  of  the  terms  used  in  the  third  section  of 
the  fourth  article,  above  quoted,  reference  should  be  had  to  the  history 
of  the  times  in  which  the  constitution  was  formed  and  adopted.  It  was 
decided  upon  in  convention  on  the  17th  of  September,  1787,  and  by  it  Con- 
gress was  empowered  to  "  dispose  of,"  &c.,  "  the  territory  or  other  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  United  States."  The  only  territory  then  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  was  that  then  recently  ceded  by  the  several  slates, 
to  wit :  by  New  York  in  1781,  by  Virginia  in  1784,  by  Massachusetts  in 
1785,  and  by  South  Carolina  in  August,  1787,  only  the  month  before  the 
formation  of  the  constitution.  The  cession  from  Virginia  contained  the 
following  provision : — 

"  That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
and  not  reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  of  the  before-mentioned  pur- 
poses, or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Ameri- 
can army,  shall  be  considered  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
such  of  the  United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  become,  members  of 
the  confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  states,  Virginia  included,, 
according  to  their  usual  respective  proportions,  in  the  general  charge  and« 
expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  dJij?osed  of  (or  that  pur- 
pose, and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

Here  the  object  for  which  these  lands  are  to  be  disposed  of,  is  clearly- 
set  fortbi  and  the  power  to  dispose  of  them  granted  by  the  thir^  section, 
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of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitution,  clearly  contemplates  such  dispo 
sition  only.  If  such  be  the  fact,  and  in  my  mind  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  it,  then  you  have  again,  not  only  no  implication  in  favor  of  the  G0iit«ii^ 
plated  grant,  but  the  strongest  authority  against  it. 

Furthermore,  this  bill  is  in  violation  of  the  faith  of  the  govemiiMiity 
pledged  in  the  act  of  January  28,  1847.  The  nineteenth  section  of  that 
act  declares :  "  That,  for  the  payment  of  the  stock  which  may  be  created 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  are  hereby 
pledged  ;  and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
.  to  use  and  apply  all  moneys  which  may  be  received  jnto  the  treasury  for 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  after  the  first  day  of  January,  1848,  first  to 
pay  the  interest  on  all  stocks  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  and,  secondly, 
to  use  the  balance  of  said  receipts,  after  paying  the  interest  aforesaid,  ia 
the  purchase  of  said  stocks  at  their  market  value,**  &c.  The  debts  thea 
contracted  have  not  been  liquidated,  and  the  language  of  this  sectMa, 
and  the  obligations  of  the  United  States  under  it,  are  too  plain  to  need 
comment. 

I  have  been  unable  to  discover  any  distinction,  on  constitutional  grounds, 
or  grounds  of  expediency,  between  an  appropriation^of  ten  millions  of 
dollars,  directly  from  the  money  in  the  treasury,  for  the  object  coatem- 
plated,  and  the  appropriation  of  lands  presented  for  my  sanction.  And 
yet,  I  can  not  doubt,  that  if  the  bill  proposed  ten  millions  of  dollars  froia 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  for  the  support  of  indigent  insane  in  the 
several  states,  that  the  constitutional  question  involved  in  the  act  would 
have  attracted  forcibly  the  attention  of  Congress. 

I  respectfully  submit,  that,  in  a  constitutional  point  of  view,  it  is  wholly 
immaterial  whether  the  appropriation  be  in  money  or  in  land. 

The  public  domain  is  the  common  property  of  the  Union,  just  as  muck 
as  the  surplus  proceeds  of  that,  and  of  duties  on  imports  remaining 
unexpended  in  the  treasury.  As  such,  it  has  been  pledged,  is  now 
pledged,  and  may  need  to  be  so  pledged  again,  for  public  indebtedness. 

As  property,  it  is  distinguished  from  actual  money  chiefly  in  this 
respect :  that  its  profitable  management  sometimes  requires  that  portions 
of  it  be  appropriated  to  local  objects,  in  the  states  wherein  it  may  happen 
to  lie,  as  would  be  done  by  any  prudent  proprietor  to  enhance  the  sale* 
value  of  his  private  domain.  All  such  grants  of  land  are,  in  fact,  a  dis- 
posal of  it  for  value  received  ;  but  they  afford  no  precedent,  or  constitu- 
tional reason,  for  giving  away  the  public  lands.  Still  less  do  they  give 
sanction  to  appropriations  for  objects  which  have  not  been  intrusted  to 
the  federal  government,  and  therefore  belong  exclusively  to  the  states. 

To  assume  that  the  public  lands  are  applicable  to  ordinary  state  objects, 
whether  of  public  structures,  police,  charity,  or  expenses  of  state  admin- 
istration, would  be  to  disregard,  to  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  public 
lands,  all  the  limitations  of  the  constitution,  and  confound,  to  that  extent, 
all  distinctions  between  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  states,  and  those  of 
the  United  States.  For  if  the  public  lands  may  be  applied  to  the  support 
of  the  poor,  whether  sane  or  insane,  if  the  disposal  of  them  and  their 
proceeds  be  not  subject  to  the  ordinary  limitations  of  the  constitution, 
then  Congress  possesses  unqualified  power  to  provide  for  expenditures  in 
the  states  by  means  df  the  public  lands,  even  to  the  degree  of  defraying 
the  salaries  of  governors,  judges,  and  all  other  expenses  of  the  govern^ 
ment,  and  internal  administration  within  the  several  states.  The  con- 
•clusion  from  the  general  survey  of  the  whole  subject  is,  to  my  mind. 
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irresistible,  and  closes  the  question,  both  of  right  and  of  expediency,  so 
far  as  regards  the  principle  of  the  appropriation  proposed  in  this  bill. 
Would  not  the  admission  of  such  a  power  in  Congress  to  dispose  of  the 
public  donrain,  work  the  practical  abrogation  of  some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant provisions  of  the  constitution  1  If  the  systematic  reservation  of  a 
definite  portion  of  thiB  public  lands  (the  sixteenth  section). in  the  states, 
lor  the  purpose  of  education,  and.  occasional  grants  for  similar  purposes 
be  cited  as  contradicting  these  conclusions,  the  answer,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  is  obvious  and  satisfactory.  Such  reservations  and  grants,  besides 
being  a  part  of  the  conditions  on  which  the  proprietary  right  of  the 
United  States  is  maintained,  along  with  the  eminent  domain  of  a  partic- 
ular state,  and  by  which  the  public  land  remains  free  from  taxation  in  the 
state  in  which  it  lies,  as  long  as  it  remains  the  property  of  the  United 
Stgites,  are  the  acts  of  a  mere  land-owner,  disposing  of  a  small  share  of 
his.pproperty  in  a  way  to  augment  the  value  of  the  residue,  and  in  this 
mode  to  encourage  the  early  occupation  of  it  by  the  industrious  and 
intelligent  pioneer. 

The  great  example  of  apparent  donation  of  lands  ^o  the  states,  likely 
to  be  relied  upon  as  sustaining' the  principles  of  this  bill,  is  the  relin- 
quishment of  swamp  lands  to  the  states  in  which  they  are  situated  ;  but 
this  also,  like  other  grants  already  referred  to,  was  based  expressly  upon 
grounds  clearly  distinguishable  in  principle  from  any  which  can  be 
assumed  for  the  bill  herewith  returned,  viz.,  upon  the  interest  and  duty 
of  the  proprietor.  They  were  charged,  and  not  without  reason,  to,  be  a 
nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  country.  The  measure 
was  predicated,  not  only  upon  the  ground  of  the  disease  inflicted  upon 
the  people  of  the  states  which  the  United  States  could  not  justify,  as  a 
just  and  honest  proprietor,  but  also  upon  an  express  limitation  of  the 
application  of  the  proceeds,  in  the  first  instance,  to  purposes  of  levees  and 
drains,  thus  proiecting  the^  health  of  ihe  inhabitants,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  enhancing  the  value  of  the  remaining  lands  beloQging  to  the  general 
government.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  Congress,  while  administering 
the  public  lands  as  a  proprietor,  within  the  principle  distinctly  announced 
in  my  annual  message,  may  sometimes  have  failed  to  distinguish  accu- 
rately between  objects  which  are  and  which  are  not  within  its  constitu- 
tional powers. 

After  the  most  careful  examination,  I  find  but  two  examples  in  the  acts 
of  Congress  which  furnish  any  precedent  for  the  present  bill,  and  those 
examples  will,  in  my  opinion,  serve  rather  as  a  warning  than  as  an 
inducement  to  tread  in  the  same  path. 

The  first  is  the  act  of  March  3,  1819,  granting  a  township  of  land  to 
the  Connecticut  asylum  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

The  second  that  of  April  5,  1826,  making  a  similar  grant  of  land  to 
the  Kentucky  asylum  (or  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

The  first  niore  than  thirty  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  second  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 

These  acts  were  unimportant  as  to  the  amount  appropriated,  and,  so  far 
as  I  can  ascertain,  were  passed  on  two  grounds  ;  first,  that  the  object  was 
a  charitable  one,  and  secondly,  that  it  was  national:  To  say  that  it  was 
a  charitable  object,  is  only  to  say  that  it  was  an  object  of  expenditure 
proper  for  the  competent  authority ;  but  it  no  more  tended  to  show  that  it 
was  a  proper  object  of  expenditure  by  the  United  States,  than  is  any 
other  purely  local  object,  appealing  to  the  best  sympathies  of  the  human 
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heart,  ir\,  any  of  the  states.  And  the  suggestion  that  a  school  for  the 
mental  culture  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  Connecticut,  or  Kentucky,  is  a 
national  object,  only  shows  how  loosely  this  expression  has  been  used 
when  the  purpose  was  to  procure  appropriations  by  Congress.  It  is  not 
perceived  how  a*  school  of  this  character  is  otherwise  national  than  is 
any  establishment  of  religious  or  moral  instruction.  AH  the  pursuits  of 
industry,  everything  which  pronSotes  the  material  or  intellectual  well- 
being  of  the  race,  every  ear  of  corn  or  boll  of  cotton  which  grows,  is 
national  in  the  same  sense ;  for  each  one  of  these  things  goes  to  swell 
the  aggregate  of  national  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  United  States ; 
but  it  confounds  all  meaning  of  language  to  say  that  these  things  are 
"  national,"  as  equivalent  to  "  federal,"  so  as  to  come  within  any  of  the 
classes  of  appropriation  for  which  Congress  is  authorized  by  the  consti- 
tution to  legislate. 

It  is  a  marked  point  in  the  history  of  the  constitution,  that  when  it  was 
proposed  to  empower  Congress  to  establish  a  university,  the  proposition 
was  confined  to  the  district  intended  for  the  future  seat  of  government  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  even  that  proposed  clause  was  omitted  in  con- 
sideration of  the  exclusive  powers  conferred  on  Congress  to  legislate  for 
that  district.  Could  a  more  decisive  indication  of  the  true  construction 
and  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  in  regard  to  all  matters  of  this  nature 
have  been  given  ?  It  proves  that  such  objects  were  considered  by  the 
convention  as  appertaining  to  local  legislation  only,  that  they  were  not 
comprehended,  either  expressly  or  by  implication,  in  the  'grant  of  general 
power  to  Congress,  and  that,  consequently,  they  remained  with  the 
several  states. 

The  general  result  at  which  I  have  arrived  is  the  necessary  conse- 
quence of  those  views  of  the  relative  rights,  powers,  and  duties  of  the 
states  and  of  the  federal  government  which  I  have  long  entertained, 
and  often  expressed,  and  in  reference  to  which  my  convictions  do  but 
increase  in  force  with  time  and  experience. 

I  have  thus  discharged  the  unwelcome  duty  of  respectfully  stating  my 
objections  to  this  bill,  with  which  I  cheerfully  submit  the  whole  subject 
to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 
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:  SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

August  7,  1789. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of^  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : —     • 

The  business,  whicli  has  been  under  the  consideration  of  Congress,  has 
been  of  so  much  importance,  that  I  was  unwilling  to  draw  their  attention 
from  it  to  any  other  subject ;  but  the  disputes  which  exist  between  some 
of  the  United  States  and  several  powerful  tribes  of  Indians  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  Union,  and  the  hostilities  which  have  in  several  instances  been 
committed  on  the  frontiers,  seem  to  require  the  immediate  interposition  of 
the  general  government. 

I  have  therefore  directed  the  several  statements  and  papers,  which  have 
been  submitted  to  me  on  this  subject  by  General  Knox,  to  be  laid  before 
you  for  your  information.  While  the  measures  of  government  ought  to  be 
calculated  to  protect  the  citizens  from  all  injury  and  violence,  a  due  regard 
should  be  extended  to  those  Indian  tribes,  whose  happiness,  in  the  course 
of  events,  so  materially  depends  oa  the  national  justice  and  humanity  of 
the  United  States. 

If  it  should  be  the  judgment  of  Congress  that  it  would  be  most  expedi^- 
dnt  to  terminate  all  differences  in  the  southern  district,  and  to  lay  the 
foundation  for  future  confidence,  by  an  amicable  treaty  with  the  Indian 
tribes  in  that  quarter,  I  think  proper  to  suggest  the  consideration  of  the 
expediency  of  instituting  a  temporary  commission  for  that  purpose,  to  con- 
sist of  three  persons,  whose  authority  should  expire  with  the  occasion. 
How  far  such  a  measure,  unassisted  by  posts,  would  be  competent  to  the 
establishment  and  preservation  of  peace  and  tranquillity  on  the  frontier,  is 
also  a  matter  which  merits  your  serious  consideration. 

Along  with  this  object,  I  am  induced  to  suggest  another,  with  the  na- 
tional importance  and  necessity  of  which  I  am  deeply  impressed  :  I  mean 
some  uniform  and  effective  system  for  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  offer  arguments  in  recommendation  of  a  measure  on 
which  the  honor,  safety,  and  well-being  of  our  country  so  evidently  and 
80  essentially  depend.  But  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe,  that  I  am 
particularly  anxious  it  should  receive  as  early  attention  as  circumstances 
will  admit ;  because  it  is  now  in  our  power  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  mili- 
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tary  knowledge  disseminated  throughout  the  several  states .  by  means  of 
the  many  well-instructed  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  army,  a  resource 
which  is  daily  diminishing  by  deaths  and  other  causes.  To  suflfer  this 
peculiar  advantage  to  pass  away  unimproved,  would  be  to  neglect  an  op- 
portunity which  will  never  again  occur,  unless  unfortunately  we  should 
again  be  involved  in  a  long  and  arduous  war. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
September  17,  1789. . 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : — 

It  doubtless  is  important  that  all  treaties  and  compacts  formed  by  the 
United  States  with  other  nations,  whether  civilized  or  not,  should  be  made 
with  caution,  and  executed  with  fidelity. 

It  is  said  to  be  the  general  understanding  and  practice  of  nations,  as  a 
check  on  the  mistakes  and  indiscretions  of  ministers  or  commissioners, 
;not  to  consider  any  treaty,  negotiated  and  signed  by  such  officers,  as  final 
and  conclusive,  until  ratified  by  the  sovereign  or  government  from  whom 
they  derive  their  powers.  This  practice  has  been  adopted  by  the  United  . 
States  respecling  their  treaties  with  European  nations,  and  I  am  inclined 
to  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  observe  it  in  the  conduct  of  our  treaties 
with  the  Indians ;  for,  though  such  treaties,  being,  on  their  part,  made  by 
their  chiefs  or  rulers,  need  not  be  ratified  by  them,  yet,  being  formed  on 
our  part  by  the  agency  of  subordinate  officers,  it  seems  to  me  both  prudent 
and  reasonable  that  their  acts  should  not  be  binding  on  the  nation,  until 
approved  and  ratified  by  the  government.  It  strikes  me  that  this  point 
should  be  well  considered  and  settled,  so  that  our  national  proceedings 
in  this  respect  may  become  uniform,  and  be  directed  by  fixed  and  stable 
principles. 

The  treaties  with  certain  Indian  nations,  which  were  laid  before  you 
with  my  message  of  the  25th  of  May  last,  suggested  two  questions  to  my 
mind,  namely — first,  whether  those  treaties  were  to  be  considered  as  per- 
fected, and  consequently  as  obligatory,  without  being  ratified.  If  not,  then, 
secondly,  whether  both,  or  either,  and  which  of  them,  ought  to  be  ratified. 
On  these  questions  I  request  your  opinion  and  advice. 

You  have,  indeed,  advised  me  '*  to  execute  and  enjoin  an  observance 
of"  the  treaty  with  the  Wyandots,  &c.  You,  gentlemen,  doubtless  in- 
tended to  be  clear  and  explicit ;  and  yet,  without  further  explanation,  I 
fear  I  may  misunderstand  your  meaning :  for  if,  by  my  executing  that  trea- 
ty, you  mean  that  I  should  make  it  (in  a  more  particular  and  immediate 
manner  than  it  now  is)  the  act  of  government,  then  it  follows  that  I  am  to 
ratify  it.  If  you  mean,  by  my  executing  it,  that  I  am  to  see  it  carried  into 
effect  and  operation,  then  I  am  led  to  conclude,  either  that  you  consider  it 
as  being  perfect  and  obligatory  in  its  present  state,  and  therefore  to  be 
executed  and  observed  ;  or,  that  you  consider  it  to  derive  its  completion 
and  obligation  from  the  silent  approbation  and  ratification  which  my  proc- 
lamation may  be  construed  to  imply.  Although  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  latter  is  your  intention,  yet  it  is  certainly  best  that  all  doubts  re- 
specting it  be  removed. 
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Permit  me  to  observe,  that  it  will  be  proper  for  me  to  be  informed  of 
jrour  sentiments  relative  to  the  treaty  with  the  Six  Nations,  previous  to 
the  departure  of  the  governor  of  the  western'  territory,  and  therefore  I  rec- 
ommend it  to  your  early  consideration. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
February  9,  1790. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : — 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  papers  herewith  delivered,  and  which  are 
enumerated  in  the  annexed  list,  that  a  difference  subsists  between  Great 
Britai^^  and  the  United  States  relative  to  the  boundary  line  between  our 
eastern  and  their  territories.  A  plan  for  deciding  this  difference  was  laid 
before  the  late  Congress  ;  and  whether  that  or  some  other  plan  of  a  like 
kind  would  not  now  be  eligible,  is  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  desirable  that  all  questions  between  this  and  oth^r 
nations  be  speedily  and  amicably  settled  ;  and,  in  this  instance,  I  think  it 
advisable  to  postpone  any  negotiations  on  the  subject  until  I  shall  be  in- 
formed of  the  result  of  your  deliberations,  and  receive  your  advice  as 
to  the  propositions  most  proper  to  be  offered  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States. 

As  I  am  taking  measures  for  learning  the  intentions  of  Great  Britain 
lespecting  the  further  detention  of  our  posts,  &c.,  I  am  the  more  solicit- 
ous that  the  business  now  submitted  to  you  may  be  prepared  for  nego- 
tiation as  soon  as  the  other  important  affairs  which  engage  your  attention 
will  permit. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
August  4, 1790. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : — 

In  consequence  of  the  general  principles  agreed  to  by  the  senate  in 
August,  1789,  the  adjustment  of  the  terms  of  a  treaty  is  far  advanced  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  Indians,  now  in  this 
city,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  whole  Creek  nation. 

In  preparing  this  treaty,  the  present  arrangements  of  trade  with  the 
Creeks  have  caused  much  embarrassment.  It  seems  to  be  well  ascer- 
tained that  the  said  trade  is  almost  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  a  company 
of  British  merchants,  who,  by  agreement,  make  their  importations  of  goods 
from  England  into  the  Spanish  ports. 

As  the  trade  of  the  Indians  is  a  main  means  of  their  political  manage- 
ment, it  is  therefore  obvious  that  the  United  States  can  not  possess  any 
security  for  the  performance  of  treaties  with  the  Creeks,  while  their  trade 
is  liable  to  be  interrupted,  or  withheld,  at  the  caprice  of  two  foreign 
powers. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


XT  WA8HI1C0TD2>'8  8PBCIAL  HKSSAOaa. 

Hence  it  becomes  an  object  of  real  imponance  to  form  new  channels 
for  the  commerce  of  the  Creeks  through  the  United  States.  But  this 
operation  will  require  time,  as  the  present  arrangements  can  not  be  sud* 
denly  broken  without  the  greatest  violation  of  faith  and  morals. 

It  therefore  appears  to  be  important  to  form  a  secret  article  of  a  treaty, 
similar  to  the  one  which  accompanies  this  message. 

If  the  senate  should  require  any  further  explanation,  the  secretary  of 
war  will  attend  them  for  that  purpose. 


SECRET   ARTICLE. 

The  commerce  necessary  for  the  Creek  nation  shall  be  carried  on 
through  the  ports,  and  by  the  citizens,  of  the  United  States,  if  substantial 
and  eifectuai  arrangements  shall  be  made  for  that  purpose  by  the  United 
States  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-two.  In  the  meantime,  the  said  commerce  may  be  carried  on 
through  its  present  channels,  and  according  to  its  present  arrangements. 

And,  whereas,  the  trade  of  the  said  Creek  nation  is  'now  carried  on 
wholly  or  principally  through  the  territories  of  Spain,  and  obstructions 
thereto  may  happen  by.  war  or  prohibitions  of  the  Spanish  government :  it 
is  therefore  agreed  between  the  said  parties,  that,  in  the  event  of  any  such 

obstructions  happening,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  persons  as  > 

shall  designate,  to  introduce  into,  and  transport  through  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  country  of  the  'said  Creek  nation,  any  quantity 
of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  not  exceeding  in  value  in  any  one  year 
sixty  thousand  dollars,  and  that  free  from  any  duties  or  impositions  what- 
soever, but  subject  to  such  regulations  for  guarding  against  abuse  as  the 
United  States  shall  judge  necessary  ;  which  privilege  shall  continue  as 
long  as  such  obstructions  shall  continue. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
August  7,  1790. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : — 

I  LAY  before  you  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  chiefs  of 
the  Creek  nation,  now  in  this  city,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  whole 
Creek  nation,  subject  to  the  ratitication  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

While  I  flatter  myself  that  this  treaty  will  be  productive  of  present 
peace  and  prosperity  to  our  southern  frontier,  it  is  expected  that  it  will 
also  in  its  consequences  be  the  means  of  firmly  attaching  the  Creeks  and 
the  neighboring  tribes  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  afibrd  solid  grounds  of 
satisfaction  to  the  state  of  Georgia,  as  it  contains  a  regular,  full,  and  de- 
finitive relinquishment,  on  the  part  of  the  Creek  nation,  of  the  Oconee  land, 
in  the  utmost  extent  in  which  it  has  been  claimed  by  that  state,  and  thus 
extinguishes  the  principal  cause  of  those  hostilities  from  which  it  has 
more  than  once  experienced  such  severe  calamities.     But  although  the 
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most  valuable  of  the  disputed  land  is  included,  yet  there  is  a  certain  claim 
of  Georgia,  arising  out  of  the  treaty  made  by  that  state  at  Galphinston,  in 
November,  1785,  of  land  to  the  eastward  of  a  new  temporary  line  from 
the  forks  of  the  Oconee  and  Oakmulgee  in  a  southwest  direction  to  the 
St.  Mary's  river,  which  tract  of  land  the  Creeks  in  this  city  absolutely  re- 
fuse to  yield. 

This  land  is  reported  to  be  generally  barren,  sunken,  and  unfit  for  culti- 
vation, except  in  som^S  instances  on  the  margin  of  the  rivers,  on  which, 
by  improvement,  rice  might  be  cultivated,  iis  chief  value  depending  on 
the  timber  fit  for  the  building  of  ships,  with  which  it  is  represented  as 
abounding. 

While  it  is  thus  circumstanced,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  stated  by  the 
Creeks,  on  the  other,  to  be  of  the  highest  importance  to  them,  as  constitu- 
ting some  of  their  most  valuable  winter  hunting-ground. 

1  have  d.irected  the  commissioner,  to  whom  the  charge  of  adjusting  this 
treaty  has  been  comniitted,  to  lay  before  you  such  papers  and  documents, 
and  to  communicate  to  you  such  information  relatively  to  it,  as  you  may 
require. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE 
AtJousT  11,  1790. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .— 

Although  the  treaty  with  the  Creeks  may  be  regarded  as  the  main 
foundation  of  the  future  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  southwestern  frontier 
of  the  United  States,  yet,  in  order  fully  to  effect  so  desirable  an  object,  the 
treaties  which  have  been  entered  into  with  the  other  tribes  in  that  quarter 
must  be  faithfully  performed  on  our  part. 

During  the  last  year,  I  laid  before  the  senate  a  particular  statement  of 
the  case  of  the  Cherokees.  By  a.  reference  to  that  paper  it  will  appear 
tliat  the  United  States  formed  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  in  November, 
1785  ;  that  the  said  Cherokees  thereby  placed  themselves  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States,  and  had  a  boundary  assigned  them  ;  that  the 
white  people,  settled  on  the  frontiers,  had  openly  violated  the  said  bound- 
ary by  intruding  on  the  Indian  lands ;  that  the  United  States,  in  Congress 
assembled,  on  1st  day  of  September,  1788,  issued  their  proclamation  for- 
bidding all  such  unwarrantable  intrusions,  and  enjoined  all  those  who  had 
settled  upon  the  hunting-grounds  of  the  Cherokees  to  depart  with  their 
families  and  effects  without  loss  of  time,  as  they  would  answer  their  diso- 
bedience to  the  injunctions  and  prohibitions  expressed  at  their  peril. 

But  information  has  been  received,  that,  notwithstanding  the  said  treaty 
and  proclamation,  upward  of  five  hundred  families  have  settled  on  the 
Cherokee  land,  exclusively  of  those  settled  between  the  forks  of  French, 
Broad,  and  Holstein  rivers,  mentioned  in  the  said  treaty. 

As  the  obstructions  to  a  proper  conduct  on  this  matter  have  been  re- 
moved since  it  was  mentioned  to  the  senate  on  the  22d  of  August,  1789, 
by  the  accession  of  North  Carolina  to  the  present  Union,  and  the  cessions 
of  the  lands  in  question,  I  shall  conceive  myself  bound  to  exert  the  powers 
intrusted  to  me  by  the  constitution,  in  order  to  carry  into  faithful  execu- 
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tion  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  unless  it  shall  he  thought  proper  to  attempt  to 
arrange  a  new  boundary  with  the  Cherokees,  embracing  the  settlements, 
and  compensating  the  Cherokees  for  the  cessions  they  shall  make  on  the 
occasion.  On  this  point,  therefore,  I  state  the  following  questions,  and 
request  the  advice  of  the  senate  thereon  : — 

1.  Is  it  the  judgment  of  the  senate  that  overtures  shall  be  made  to  the 
Cherokees  to  arrange  a  new  boundary,  so  as  to  embrace  the  settlements 
made  by  the  white  people  since  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  in  November, 
1785? 

2.  If  so,  shall  compensation  to  the  amount  of dollais  annually, 

or  of dollars  in  gross,  be  made  to  the  Cherokees  for  the  land  they 

shall  relinquish,  holding  the  occupiers  of  the  land  accountable  to  the  United 
States  for  its  value  ? 

3.  Shall  the  United  States  stipulate  solemnly  to  guaranty  the  new  bound* 
ary  which  may  be  arranged  ? 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

January  24,  1791. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: — 

In  execution  of  the  powers  with  which  Congress  were  pleased  to  in- 
vest me  by  their  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  establishing  the  temporary  and 
permanent  seat  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,"  and  on  mature 
consideration  of  th^  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  several  positions 
within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  said  act,  I  have,  by  a  proclamation, 
bearing  date  this  day,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  diiected 
commissioners,  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  to  survey  and  limit  a 
part  of  the  territory  of  ten  miles  square,  on  both  sides  the  river  Potomac, 
so  as  to  comprehend  Georgetown,  in  Maryland,  and  to  extend  to  the  East- 
em  Branch. 

I  have  not,  by  this  first  act,  given  to  the  said  territory  the  whole  extent 
of  which  it  is  susceptible  in  the  direction  of  the  river,  because  I  thought 
it  important  that  Congress  should  have  an  opportunity  of  considering 
whether,  by  an  amendatory  law,  they  would  authorize  the  location  of  the 
residue  at  the  lower  end  of  the  present,  so  as  to  comprehend  the  Eastern 
Branch  itself  and  some  of  the  country  on  its  lower  side  in  the  state  of 
Maryland,  and  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  Virginia ;  if,  however,  they  are 
of  opinion  that  the  federal  territory  should  be  bounded  by  the  water-edge 
of  the  Eastern  Branch,  the  location  of  the  residue  will  be  to  be  n^de 
at  the  upper  end  of  what  is  now  directed. 

I  have  thought  best  to  await  a  survey  of  the  territory,  before  it  is  de- 
cided on  what  particular  spot  on  the  northeastern  side  of  the  river  the 
public  buildings  shall  be  erected. 
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SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 

February  14,  1791. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  :— 

Soon  after  I  was  called  to  the  administration  of  the  government,  I  found 
it  important  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  the  court  of  Lpndon  on  sev- 
eral points  interesting  to  the  United  States,  and  particularly  to  know 
whether  they  were  disposed  to  enter  into  arrangements,  by  mutual  con* 
sent,  which  might  &x  the  commerce  between  the  two  nations  on  principles 
of  reciprocal  advantage.  For  this  purpose,  I  authorized  informal  confer- 
ences with  their  minister ;  and  from  these  I  do  not  infer  any  disposition, 
on  their  part,  to  enter  into  any  arrangements  merely  commercial.  I  have 
thought  it  proper  to  give  you  this  information,  as  it  might  at  some  time 
have  influence  on  matters  under  your  consideration. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  : — 

Conceiving,  that  in  the  possible  event  of  a  refusal  of  justice  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  we  should  stand  less  committed  should  it  be  made  to  a 
private  rather  than  a  public  person,  I  employed  Mr.  Gouvemeur  Morris,. 
who  was  on  the  spot,  and  without  giving  him  any  definite  character,  to* 
enter  informally  into  the  conferences  before  mentioned.  For  your  more 
particular  information,  I  lay  before  you  the  instructions  I  gave  him,  and 
those  parts  of  his  communications  wherein  the  British  ministers  appear^ 
either  in  conversation  or  by  letter.  These  are  two  letters  from  the  duke 
of  Leeds,  and  one  with  him  and  Mr.  Pitt.  The  sum  of  these  is,  that  they 
declare  without  scruple  that  they  do  not  mean  to  fulfil  what  remains  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  to  be  fulfilled  on  their  part  (by  which  we  are  to  understand 
the  delivery  of  the  posts,  and  payment  for  property  carried  off),  till  per^ 
formaote  on  our  part,  and  compensation  where  the  delay  has  rendered  the 
performance  now  impracticable ;  that,  on  the  subject  of  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce, they  avoiied  direct  answers,  so  as  to  satisfy  Mr.  Morris  they  did 
not  mean  to  enter  into  one,  unless  it  could  be  extended  into  a  treaty  of 
alliance  offensive  and  defensive,  or  unless  in  the  event  of  a  rupture  with 
Spain. 

As  to  the  sending  a  minister  here,  they  made  excuses  at  the  first  con-^ 
ference,  seem  disposed  to  it  in  the  second,  and  in  the  last  express  an  in* 
teatioa  of  so  doing. 

Their  views  being  thus  sufiiciently  ascertained,  I  have  directed  Mr- 
Morris  to  discontinue  his  communications  with  them. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 

February  18,  1791. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .— 

The  aspect  of  affairs  in  Europe  during  the  last  summer,  and  especiaDjr 
between  Spain  and  England,  gave  reason  to  expect  a  favorable  occasion 
for  pressing  to  accommodation  the  unsettled  matters  between  them  and  us. 
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Mr.  Cattnichael,  our  charge  d'affaires  at  Madrid,  haTing  been  long  absent 
from  his  country,  and  great  changes  having  taken  place  in  our  circum- 
stances and  sentiments  during  the  interval,  it  was  thought  expedient  to 
send  some  person  in  a  private  character,  fully  acquainted  with  the  present 
state  of  things  here,  to  be  the  bearer  of  written  and  confidential  instruc- 
tions to  him,  and  at  the  same  time  to  possess  him,  in  full  and  frequent  con- 
versations, of  all  those  details  of  facts  and  topics  of  argutnent  which  could 
not  be  conveyed  in  writing,  but  which  would  be  necessary  to  elVabM 
him  to  meet  the  reasonings  of  that  court  with  advantage.  Colonel  DaviA 
Humphreys  was  therefore  sent  for  these  purposes. 

An  additional  motive  for  this  confidential  mlssibn  arose  in  the  sami^ 
quarter.  The  court  of  Lisbon  had,  on  several  occasions,  made  the  most 
iamicable  advances  for  cultivating  friendship  and  intercourse  with  th* 
United  States.  The  exchange  of  a  diplomatic  character  had  been  info^ 
mally,  but  repeatedly,  suggested  on  their  part.  It  was  our  interest  to  meet 
this  nation  in  its  friendly  dispositions,  and  to  (Concur  in  the  exchange  proi> 
posed.  But  my  wish  was,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  character  to  be  ex- 
'changed  should  be  of.  the  lowest  and  most  economical  grade.  T6  this  h 
was  known  that  certain  niles  of  long  standing  at  that  court  would  produce 
•obstacles.  Colonel  Humphreys  was  charged  with  despatches  to  the  prime- 
minister  of  Portugal,  and  with  insirnctions  to  endeavor  to  arrange  this  to 
our  views.  It  happened,  however,  that,  previous  to  his  arrival  at  Lii^n, 
the  queen  had  appointed  a  minister  resident  to  the  United  States.  This 
embarrassment  seems  to  have  rendered  the  difficulty  completely  hisaiv 
mountable.  The  minister  of  that  court,  in  his  own  conferences  with 
Colonel  Humphreys,  professing  every  wish  to  accommodate,  yet  expresses 
his  regrets  that  circumstances  do  not  permit  them  to  concur  in  the  gTa^ 
,  of  charge  d'affaires — a  grade  of  little  privilege  or  respectability  by  tlie 
Tules  of  their  court — and  held  in  so  low  estiihation  by  theiti,  that  no  proper 
•character  would  accept  it  to  go  abroad.  In  a  letter  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  he  expresses  the  same  sentiments,  and  announces  the  appotntmeni 
on  their  part  of  a  minister  resident  to  the  United  States,  and  the  pleasure 
with  which  the  queen  will  receive  one  from  us  at  her  court.  A  copy  of 
his  letter,  and  also  of  Colonel  Humphrey s^  giving  the  details  of  this  traiiB'> 
action,  will  be  delivered  to  you. 

On  this  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  I  have  determined  to  accede 
'to  the  desire  of  the  court  of  Lisbon  in  the  article  of  grade.  I  am  aware 
that  the  consequences  will  not  end  here,  and  that  this  is  not  the  only  in- 
stance in  which  a  like  change  may  be  pressed.  But,  should  it  be  neces- 
sary to  yield  elsewhere  also,  I  shall  think  it  a  less  evil  than  to  disgust  a 
government  so  friendly  and  so  interesting  to  us  as  that  of  Portugal.  I 
do  not  mean  that  the  change  of  grade  shall  render  the  mission  more  ex- 
pensive. ♦ 

I  have,  therefore,  nominated  David  Humphreys  minister  resident  from 
the  United  States  to  her  most  faithful  majesty  the  queen  of  Portugal. 
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SPBGIAL    MESSAGE. 

Makch  0, 1792. 

To  the  Senate  dnd  House  of  Represemtatwes  of  the  United  States.*^^ 

Kkowtno  ^  friendly  interest  yoa  take  in  whatever  may  promote  the 
htppiness  and  prosperity  of  the  French  nation,  it  is  with  pleasure  I  lay 
before  yoU  the  tranishtion  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  his  most 
Christian  majesty,  announcing  to  the  United  States  of  America  his  ac- 
oeptance  of  the  constitution  presented  to  his  nation. 

The  translation  of  the  letter  above  referred  to. 

September  19, 1791. 
Very  dear,  great  Friends  and  Allies  : — 

We  make  it  oar  duty  to  inform  you  that  we  have  accepted  the  constitu- 
tion which  has  been  presented  to  us  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  and  accord- 
ing to  which  France  will  be  henceforth  governed. 

We  do  not  doubt  that  you  take  an  interest  in  an  event  so  important  to 
our  kingdom  and  to  us,  and  it  is  with  real  pleasure  we  take  this  occasion 
to  renew  to  you  assurances  of  tbe  sincere  friendship  we  bear  you.  Where- 
v^M  we  pray  God  Co  have  you,  very  dear,  great  friends  and  allies,  in  his 
just  and  holy  keeping.  Written  at  Paris,  the  19th  of  September,  1791. 
Your  good  friend  and  ally,  Louis 

MONTMORIK. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
Mat  8,  1792. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: — 

If  the  president  of  the  United  States  should  conclude  a  convention  or 
treaty  with  the  government  of  Algiers  for  the  ransom  of  the  thirteen  Amer- 
icans in  captivity  there,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  forty  thousand  dollars,  all 
expenses  included,  will  the  senate  approve  the  same  ?  Or  is  there  any 
and  what  greater  or  lesser  sum,  which  they  would  fix  on  as  the  limit  be- 
yond which  they  would  not  approve  the  ransom  ? 

If  the  president  of  the  United  States  should  conclude  a  treaty  with  the 
government  of  Algiers  for  the  establishment  of  peace  with  them,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  paid  at  the  signature,  and 
a  like  sum  to  be  paid  annually  afterward  during  the  continuance  of  )he 
treaty,  would  the  senate  approve  the  same  ?  Or  are  there  any  greater  or 
lesser  sums  which  they  would  fix  on  as  the  limit  beyond  wMch  they 
would  not  approve  of  such  treaty  ? 
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SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
Dbobmbbr  16,  1798. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : — 

The  situation  of  affaira  in  Europe,  in  the  course  of  the  year  1790,  har* 
ing  rendered  it  possible  that  a  moment  might  arrive  favorable  for  the  ar« 
rangement  of  our  unsettled  matters  with  Spain,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
prepare  a  representative  at  that  court  to  avail  us  of  it.  A  confidential  per- 
son was  therefore  despatched  to  be  the  bearer  of  instructions  to  him,  and 
to  supply,  by  verbal  communications,  any  additional  information  of  which 
he  might  find  himself  in  need.  The  government  of  France  was  at  the 
same  time  applied  to  for  its  aid  and  influence  in  this  negotiation.  Events, 
however,  took  a  turn  which  did  not  present  the  occasion  hoped  for: 

About  the  close  of  the  ensuing  year,  1  was  informed,  through  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Spain  here,  that  their  government  would  be  willing  to  renew 
at  Madrid  the  former  conferences  on  these  subjects.  Though  the  transfer 
of  scene  was  not  what  would  have  been  desired,  yet  I  did  not  think  it  im- 
portant enough  to  regret  the  proposition  ;  and  therefore,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  I  appointed  commissioners  plenipotentiary  for  ne- 
gotiating and  concluding  a  treaty  with  that  country  on  the  several  subjects 
of  boundary,  navigation,  and  commerce,  and  gave  them  the  instructions 
now  communicated.  Before  these  negotiations,  however,  could  be  got 
into  train,  the  new  troubles  which  had  arisen  in  Europe  had  produced  new 
combinations  among  the  powers  there,  the  effects  of  which  are  but  too 
visible  in  the  proceedings  now  laid  before  you. 

In  the  meantime,  some  other  points  of  discussion  had  arisen  with  that 
country,  to  wit,  the  restitution  of  property  escaping  into  the  territories  of 
each  other,  the  mutual  exchange  of  fugitives  from  justice,  and,  above  all, 
the  mutual  interferences  with  the  Indians  lying  between  us.  I  had  the 
best  reason  to  believe  that  the  hostilities  threatened  and  exercised  by  the 
southern  Indians  on  our  border  were  excited  by  the  agents  of  that  govern 
ment.  Representations  were  thereon  directed  to  be  made  by  our  commis 
sioners  to  the  Spanish  government,  and  a  proposal  to  cultivate  with  good 
faith  the  peace  of  each  other  with  those  people.  In  the  meantime,  corre- 
sponding suspicions  were  entertained,  or  pretended  to  be  entertained,  on 
their  part,  .of  like  hostile  excitements  by  our  agents  to  disturb  their  peace 
with  the  same  nations.  These  were  brought  forward  by  the  representa- 
tives of  Spain  here  in  a  style  which  could  not  fail  to  prcduce  attention. 
A  claim  of  patronage  and  protection  of  those  Indians  was  asserted  ;  a  me- 
diation between  them  and  us  by  the  sovereign  assumed ;  their  boundaries 
with  us  made  a  subject  of  interference  ;  and  at  length,  at  the  very  moment 
when  these  savages  were  committing  daily  inroads  upon  our  frontier,  we 
were  informed  by  them  that  "  the  continuation  of  the  peace,  good  har- 
mony, and  perfect  friendship  of  the  two  nations,  was  very  problematical 
for  the  future,  unless  the  United  States  should  take  more  convenient 
measures  and  of  greater  energy  than  those  adopted  for  a  long  time  past." 

If  their  previous  correspondence  had  "worn  the  appearance  of  a  desire 
to  urge  on  a  disagreement,  this'  last  declaration  left  no  room  to  evade  it, 
since  it  could  not  be  conceived  we  would  submit  to  the  scalping-knife  and 
tomahawk  of  the  savage  without  any  resistance.  I  thought  it  time,  there- 
fore, to  know  if  these  were  the  views  of  the  sovereign :  and  despatched  a 
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i!(^ecial  mesBenger  with  instructions  to  our  commissioners,  which  are  among 
the  papers  now  communicated.  This  last  letter  gires  us  reason  to  expect 
very  shortly  to  know  the  result.  I  must  add,  that  the  Spanish  represent 
tatives  here,  perceiving  that  their  last  communication  had  made  no  consid- 
erable  impression,  endeavored  to  abate  this  by  some  subsequent  profes- 
sions, which,  being  also  among  the  communications  to  the  legislature,  they 
will  be  able  to  form  their  own  conclusions* 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 
%  Decekber'16,  1793. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  >-- 

I  LAY  before  you  a  report  of  the  secretary  of  state  on  the  measures 
which  have  been  taken  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  a  recognition  df  our  treaty  with  Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom 
of  our  citizens  and  establishment  of  peace  with  Algiers. 

While  it  is  proper  our  citizens  should  know  that  subjects,  which  so  much 
concern  their  interests  and  their  feelings,  have  duly  engaged  the  attention 
'  of  their  legislature  and  executive,  it  would  still  be  improper  that  some  par- 
ticulars of  this  communication  should  be  made  known.  The  confidential 
conversation  stated  in  one  of  the  last  letters  sent  herewith  is  one  of  these. 
Both  justice  and  policy  require  that  the  source  of  that  information  remain 
secret.  So  a  knowledge  of  the  sums  meant  to  have  been  given  for  peace 
and  ransom  might  have  disadvantageous  influence  on  future  proceedings 
for  the  same  objects. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 

January  21,  1794. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : — 

It  is  with  satisfaction  I  announce  to  you  that  the  alterations  which  have 
been  made  by  law  in  the  original  plan  for  raising  a  duty  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  on  stills,  co-operating  with  better  informa- 
tion, have  had  a  considerable  influence  in  obviating  the  difliculties  which 
have  embarrassed  that  branch  of  the  public  revenue.  But  the  obstacles 
which  have  been  experienced,  though  lessened,  are  not  yet  entirely  sur- 
mounted, and  it  would  seem  that  some  further  legislative  provisions  may 
usefully  be  superadded  ;  which  leads  me  to  recall  the  attention  of  Congress 
to  the  subject.  Among  the  matters  which  may  demand  regulation,  is  the 
eflfect,  in  point  of  organization,  produced  by  the  separation  of  Kentucky 
from  the  state  of  Virginia  ;  and  the  situation,  with  regard  to  the  law,  of  the 
territories  northwest-  and  southwest  of  the  Ohio. 

The  laws  respecting  lighthouse  establishments  require,  as  a  condition 
of  their  permanent  maintenance,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  a 
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eomplete  cesaion  of  soil  and  jurisdiction.  The  cessions  of  diSTe^cpt  staten 
having  been  qualified  wiih  a  reservation  of  the  rrght  of  serving  legfd  pro- 
cess within  the  ceded  jurisdiciion,  are  understood  to  be  inc(»cluaive,  as 
annexing  a  qualification  not  consonant  with  th»  terms  of  the  law,  I  jne- 
sent  this  circumstance  to  the  view  of  Congress^  that  they  jmj  jod^ 
whether  any  alteration  ought  to  be  made. 

As  it  appears  to  be  conformable  with  the  intention  of  the  *'  ordinance 
for  the  government  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,"  although  it'is  not  expressly  directed  that  the  laws  of  that  ter- 
ritory should/  be  laid  before  Congress,  I  now  transmit  to  vou  a  copy  of 
such  as  havQ  been  passed  from  July  to  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  inclusive,  being  the  last  which  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  secretary  of  state. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
Mahcb  29,  17M. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Hcuse  of  Repre^nUOiws  >- 

In  the  execution  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  bearing  dale  the  96th 
of  March,  1794,  and  imposing  an  embargo,!  have  requested  ibegovemon 
of  the  several  states  to  call  forth  the  force  of  their  militia,  if  it  should  be 
necessary* for  the  detention  of  vessels.  This  power  is  conceived  to  be 
incidental  to  an  embargo. 

It  also  deserves  the  attention  of  Congress,  how  fiur  the  cleaiances  ftom 
one  district  to  another,  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  may  give  rise  to 
evasions  of  the  embargo.  As  one  security,  the  cc^ectors  have  been  in- 
structed to  refuse  to  receive  the  surrender  of  coasting-licenses,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  out  registers,  and  to  require  bond  from  registered  vessels, 
bound  from  one  district  to  another,  for  the  delivery  of  the  cargo  within  the 
United  States. 

It  is  not  understood  that  the  resolution  applies  to  fishing- vessels,  al- 
though their  occupations  lie  generally  in  parts  beyond  the  United  States. 
But  without  further  restrictions,  there  is  an  opportunity  of  their  privileges 
being  used  as  a  means  of  eluding  the  embargo. 

All  armed  vessels,  possessing  public  commissions  from  any  foreign 
power  (letters  of  marque  excepted),  are  considered  as  not  liable  to  the 
en^rgo. 

These  circumstances  are  transmitted  to  Congress  fo^r  their  considera- 
tion. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGJB. 

Mat  20,  1794. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  RepreserUqtwes ; — 

In  the  communication  which  I  have  made  to  Congress,  during  the  pres- 
ent session,  relative  to  foreign  nations,  I  have  omitted  no  oppoituuity  of 
testifying  my  anxiety  to  preserve  the  United  States  in  peatce^    It  if  j^cii*. 
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Qwtly^  therefore,  my  ^nty  at  this  lime  to  la^  before  you  the  present  state 
pf  certain  hostile  threats  against  the  territories  of  Spain,  in  our  neighbor- 
Vpod. 

T^^  documents  which  accompany  this  message  develop  the  measures 
which  I  have  taken  to  suppress  them,  and  the  intelligence  which  has  been 
lately  received. 

It  will  be  seen  thence  that  the  subject  has  not  been  neglected ;  that  ev- 
^ry  power  vested  in  the  executive,  on  such  occasions,  has  been  exerted ; 
and  that  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  enterprise  projected  against 
(hie  Spanish  dominions  was  relinquished. 

But  it  appears  to  have  been  revived  upon  principles  which  set  publ^'c 
Cvrder  at  de^ance,  and  place  the  peace  of  the  United  States  in  the  discre- 
tion of  unauthorized  individuals.  The  means  already  deposited  in  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  government  are  shown  by  experience  not  to  be 
f^dequate  to  these  high  exigencies,  although  such  of  them  as  are  lodged  in 
the  hsAds  of  the  executive  shall  continue  to  be  used  with  promptness,  en* 
ergy,  and  decision,  proportioned  to  the  case.  But  I  am  impelled,  by  the 
position  of  our  public  affairs,  to  recommend  that  provision  be  made  for 
a  stronger  and  more  vigorous  opposition  than  can  be  given  to  such  hos- 
tile movements  under  the  laws  as  they  now  stand. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

Mat  21,  1794. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States:-'^ 

I  LAY  before  you  in  confidence  sundry  papers,  by  which  you  will  per- 
ceive the  state  of  affairs  between  us  and  the  Six  Nations,  and  the  probable 
cause  to  which  it  is  owing ;  and  also  certain  information,  whereby  it  would 
appear  that  some  encroachment  was  about  to  be  made  on  our  territory  by 
an  officer  and  party  of  British  troops.  Proceeding  on  a  supposition  of  the 
authenticity  of  this  information,  although  of  a  private  nature,  1  have  caused 
the  representation  to  be  made  to  the  British  minister,  a  copy  of  which  ac- 
companies this  message. 

It  can  not  be  necessary  to  comment  upon  the  very  serious  nature  of 
such  an  encroachment,  nor  to  urge  that  this  new  state  of  things  suggests 
the  propriety  of  placing  the  United  States  in  a  posture  of  effectual  prepa- 
ration for  an  event,  which,  notwithstanding  the  endeavors  making  to  aveit 
it,  may,  by  circumstances  beyond  our  control,  be  forced  upon  us. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

February  28,  1795. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : — 

In  my  first  communication  to  Congress  during  their  present  session,  I 
|;ave  them  reason  to  expect  that  "  certain  circumstances  of  our  intercourse 
ffiih  foreign  nations"  would  be  transmitted  to  them.     There  was  at  thar 
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time  every  assurance  for  believing  th&t  some  of  the  most  important  of  our 
foreign  a^airs  would  have  been  concluded,  and  others  considerably  ma- 
tured, before  they  should  rise.  But,  notwithstanding  1  have  waited  until 
this  moment,  it  has  so  happened,  that,  either  from  causes  unknown  to  me, 
or  from  events  which  could  not  be  controlled,  I  am  yet  unabTe  to  exe- 
cute my  original  intention.  That  I  may,  however,  fulfil  the  expecta- 
tion given,  as  far  as  the  actual  situation  of  things  will  in  my  judgment 
permit,  I  now,  in  confidence,  lay  before  Congress  the  following  general 
statement  :— 

Our  minister  near  the  French  republic  has  urged  compensation  for  the 
injuries  which  our  commerce  has  sustained  from  captures  by  French 
cruisers,  from  the  non-fulfilment  of  the  contracts  of  the  agents  of  that  re- 
public with  our  citizens,  and  from  the  embargo  at  Bordeaux.  He  has 
also  pressed  an  allowance  for  the  money  voted  by  Congress  for  relieving 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo.  It  affords  me  the  highest  pleasure  to 
inform  Congress  that  perfect  harmony  reigns  between  the  two  republics ; 
and  that  those  claims  are  in  a  train  of  being  discussed  with  candor,  and 
of  being  amicably  adjusted. 

So  much  of  our  relation  to  Great  Britain  may  depend  upon  the  result  of 
our  late  negotiations  in  London,  that,  until  that  result  shall  arrive,  I  can 
not  undertake  to  make  any  communication  upon  this  subject. 

After  the  negotiation  with  Spain  had  been  long  depending,  unusual  and 
unexpected  embarrassments  were  raised  to  interrupt  its  progress.  But  the 
commissioner  of  his  catholic  majesty,  an  envoy  extraordinary,  has  been 
specially  charged  to  bring  to  a  conclusion  the  discussions,  which  have  been 
formerly  announced  to  Congress. 

The  friendship  of  her  most  faithful  majesty  has  been  often  manifested 
by  checki'ng  the  passage  of  the  Algerine  corsairs  into  the  Atlantic  ocean. 
She  has  also  furnished  occasional  convoys  to  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  even  when  bound  to  other  ports  than  her  own.  We  may  therefore 
promise  ourselves,  that,  as  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  few  causes 
can  exist  for  dissatisfaction  between  the  United  States  and  Portugal,  so 
the  temper  with  which  accidental  difficulties  will  be  met  on  each  side  will 
speedily  remove  them. 

Between  the  executive  of  the  United  States  and  the  government  of  the 
United  Netherlands  but  little  intercourse  has  taken  place  during  the  last 
year.  It  may  be  acceptable  to  Congress  to  learn  that  our  credit  in  Hol- 
land is  represented  as  standing  upon  the  most  respectable  footing. 

Upon  the  death  of '  the  late  emperor  of  Morocco,  an  agent  was  de- 
spatched to  renew  with  his  successor  the  treaty  which  the  United  States 
had  made  with  him.  The  agent  unfortunately  died  after  he  had  reached 
Europe,  in  the  prosecution  of  his  mission.  But  until  lately  it  was  impos- 
sible to  determine,  with  any  degree  of  probability,  who  of  the  competitors 
for  that  empire  would  be  ultimately  fixed  in  the  supreme  power.  Although 
the  measures  which  have  been  since  adopted  for  the  renewal  of  the  treaty 
Jiave  been  obstructed  by  the  disturbed  situation  of  Amsterdam,  there  are 
good  grounds  for  presuming,  as  yet,  upon  the  pacific  disposition  o^  the 
•emperor  in  fact  toward  the  United  States,  and  that  the  past  miscarriage 
will  be  shortly  remedied. 

.  Congress  are  already  acquainted  with  the  failure  of  the  loan  attempted 
in  Holland  for  the  relief  of  our  unhappy  fellow-citizens  in  Algiers.  This 
.subject,  than  which  none  deserves  a  more  affectionate  zeal,  has  constantly 
commanded  my  best  exertions.    I  am  happy,  therefore,  in  being  able  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


WASHINOTON'b   BPBCLU.   MB8SAOXS.  Xt 

say,  that,  from  the  last  authentic  accounts,  the  dey  was  disposed  to  treat 
for  a  peace  and  ransom,  and  that  both  would  in  all  probability  have  been 
accomplished,  had  we  not  been  disappointed  in  the  means.  Nothing 
which  depends  upon  the  estecutive  shall  be  left  undone  for  carrying  into 
immediate  effect  the  supplementary  act  of  Congress. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
June  25,  1795. 

To  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States : — 

Just  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  I  received,  from  one 
of  the  senators  and  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  an  ap- 
plication for  a  treaty  to  be  held  with  the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  claiming 
the  right  of  soil  to  certain  lands  lying  beyond  the  present  temporaty  bound- 
ary line  of  that  state,  and  which  were  described  in  an  act  of  the  legis*- 
lature  of  Georgia,  passed  on  the  28th  of  December  last,  which  has  already 
been  laid  before  the  senate.  This  application,  and  the  subsequent  corre- 
spondence with  the  governor  of  Georgia,  are  herewith  transmitted.  The 
subject  being  very  important,  I  thought  proper  to  postpone  a  decision  upon 
that  application.  The  views  I  have  since  taken  of  the  matter,  with  the 
information  received  of  a  more  pacific  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Creeks, 
have  induced  me  now  to  accede  to  the  request :  but  with  this  explicit  dec- 
laration, that  neither  my  assent,  nor  the  treaty  which  may  be  made^  shall 
be  considered  as  affecting  any  question  which  may  arise  upon  the  supple- 
mentary act  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Georgia  on  the  7th 
of  January  last,  upon  which  inquiries 'have  been 'instituted,  in  pursuance 
of  a  resolution  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  ;  -and  that  any 
cession  or  relinquishment  of  the  Indian  claims  shall  be  made  in  the  gen- 
eral terms  of  treaty  of  New  York,  which  are  contemplated  as  the  form 
proper  to  be  generally  used  on  such  occasions  ;  and  on  the  condition  that 
one  hair  of  the  expense  of  the  supplies  of  provisions«|for  the  Indians  asr- 
sembled  at  the  treaty,  be  borne  by  the  state  of  Georgia. 

Having  concluded  to  hold  the  treaty  requested  by  that  state,  I  was  wil- 
ling to  embrace  the  opportunity  it  would  present,  of  inquiring  into  the 
causes  of  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  Creeks  which  has  been  manifested, 
since  the  treaty  of  New  York,  by  the  numerous  and  distressing  depreda- 
tions on  our  southwestern  frontier.  Their  depredations  on  the  Camber- 
land  have  been  so  frequent  and  so  pecuharly  destructive,  as  to  lead  me  to 
think  they  must  originate  in  some  claim  to  the  lands  upon  that  river.  But 
whatever  may  have  been  the  cause,  it  is  important  to  trace  it  to  its  source  ; 
for,  independent  of  the  destruction  of  lives  and  property,  it  occasions  a 
very  serious  annual  expense  to  the  United  States.  The  commissioners  for 
holding  the  proposed  treaty  will  therefore  be -instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  hostilities  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  to  enter  into  such 
reasonable  stipulations  as  will  remove  them,  and  give  permanent  peace  to 
those  parts  of  the  United  States. 
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SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 

January  4,  1796. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: — 

A  LETTER  from  tbe  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  re- 
ceived on  the  22d  of  last  month,  covered  an  address,  dated  21st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1794,  from  the  committee  of  public  safety  to  the  representatives  of 
the  United  States  in  Congress  ;  and  also  informed  me  that  he  was  instruct- 
ed by  the  committee  to  present  to  the  United  States  the  colors  of  France. 
I  thereupon  proposed  to  receive  them  last  Friday,  the  first  day  of  the  new 
year,  a  day  of  general  joy  and  congratulation.  On  that  day  the  minister 
of  the  French  republic  delivered  the  colors,  with  an  address,  to  which  I 
returned  an  answer.  By  the  latter,  the  house  will  see  that  I  have  in- 
formed the  minister  that  the  colors  will  be  deposited  with  the  archives  of 
the  United  States.  But  it  seemed  to  me  proper,  previously,  to  exhibit  to 
the  two  houses  of  Congress  these  evidences  of  the  continued  friendship 
of  the  French  republic,  together  with  the  sentiments  expressed  by  me  on 
the  occasion  in  behalf  of  the  United  States.  They  are  herewith  commo- 
nicated. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE 

January  8,  1796. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: — 

I  transmit  to  you  a  memorial  of  the  commissioners,  appointed  by  vir- 
tue of  an  act  entitled,  *'  An  act  for  establishing  the  temporary  and  perma- 
nent seat  of  the  government  of  the  /United  States,''  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  buildings  under  their  direction. 

Since  locating  a  district  for  the  permanent  seat  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  as  heretofore  announced  to  both  houses  of  Congress,  I  have 
accepted  the  grants  of  money  and  of  land  in  the  memorial  of  the  commis- 
sioners. I  have  directed  the  buildings  therein  mentioned  to  be  com- 
menced, on  plans  which  I  deemed  consistent  with  the  liberality  of  the 
giants,  and  proper  for  the  purposes  intended. 

I  have  not  been  inattentive  to  this  important  business  intrusted  by  the 
legislature  to  my  care.  1  have  viewed  the  resources  placed  in  my  hands, 
and  observed  the  manner  in  which  thoy  have  been  applied  ;  the  progress 
is  pretty  fully  detailed  in  the  memorial  from  the  commissioners,  and  one 
of  them  intends  to  give  further  information,  if  required.  In  a  case  new 
and  arduous,  like  die  present,  diiiiculties  might  naturally  be  expected : 
some  have  occurred,  but  they  are,  in  a  great  degree,  surmounted  j  and  I 
have  no  doubt,  if  the  remaining  resources  are  properly  cherished,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  loss  of  property  by  hasty  and  numerous  sales,  that  all  the 
buildings  required  for  the  accommodation  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  may  be  completed  in  season  without  aid  from  the  federal  treasury. 
The  subject  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
and  the  result  will  determine  the  measures  which  I  shall  cause  to  be  pur* 
tued  with  respect  to  the  property  remaining  unsold. 
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SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 

January  29,  17a6, 

G^nilitnen  tf  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives: — 

In  paruuLDce  of  the  authority  Tested  in  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  of  March  last,  to  reduce  the 
weights  of  the  copper  coin  of  the  United  States,  whenever  he  should  think 
it  (ot  the  benefit  of  the  United  States — provided  the  reduction  should  not 
exceed  two  pennyweights  in  each  cent,  and  in  a  like  proportion  in  the 
,  half  cent — I  have  caused  the  same  to  be  reduced,  since  the  27th  of  last 
December,  to  wit :  one  pennyweight  and  sixteen  grains  in  each  cent,  and 
in  the  like  proportion  in  the  half  cent ;  and  I  have  given  notice  (hereof  by 
proclamation. 

By  the  letter  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  held 
at  Boston  in  June  last,  and  the  enclosed  application  of  the  under-keeper 
of  the  jail  at  that  place,  of  which  copies  are  herewith  transmitted,  Congress 
will  see  the  necessity  of  naaking  a  suitable  provision  for  the  maintenance 
of  prisoners  committed  to  the  jails  of  the  several  states,  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 

f 
March  30,  1796. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates  : — 

With  the  utmost  attention  I  have  considered  your  resolution  of  the  24th 
instant,  requiring  me  to  lay  before  your  house  a  copy  of  the  instructions 
to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  who  negotiated  the  treaty  with  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  together  with  a  correspondence  and  other  documents 
relative  to  that  treaty,  excepting  such  of  the  said  papers  as  any  existing 
negotiation  may  render  improper  to  be  disclosed. 

in  deliberating  upon  this  subject,  it  was  impossible  to  lose  sight  of  the 
principle,  which  some  have  avowed  in  its  discussion,  or  to  avoid  extend- 
ing my  views  to  the  consequences  which  must  flow  from  the  admission 
of  that  principle. 

I  trust  that  no  part  of  my  conduct  has  ever  indicated  a  dispositicm  to 
withhold  any  information  which  the  constitution  has  enjoined  upon  the 
president  as  a  duty  to  give,  or  which  could  be  required  of  him  by  either 
house  of  Congress  as  a  right ;  and  with  truth  I  affirm  that  it  has  been,  as 
it  will  continue  to  be  while  I  have  the  honor  to  preside  in  the  government, 
my  constant  endeavor  to  harmonize  with  the  other  branches  thereof,  so  far 
as  the  trust  delegated  to  me  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  my 
sense  of  the  obligation  it  imposes  to  **  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the 
constitution,"  will  permit. 

The  nature  of  foreign  negotiations  requires  caution,  and  their  success 
must  often  depend  on  secrecy ;  and,  even  when  brought  to  a  conclusion, 
a  full  disclosure  of  all  the  measures,  demands,  or  eventual  concessions, 
which  miy  have  been  proposed  or  contemplated,  would  be  extremely  in* 
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politic :  for  this  might  have  a  pernicious  influence  on  future  negotiations, 
or  produce  immediate  inconveniences,  perhaps  danger  and  mischief,  in  re- 
lation to  other  powers.  The  necessity  of  such  caution  and  secrecy 
was  one  cogent  reason  for  vesting  the  power  of  making  treaties  in  the 
president,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate ;  the  principle  on 
which  that  body  was  formed  confining  it  to  a  small  number  of  members. 
To  admit,  then,  a  right  in  the  house  of  representatives  to  demand,  and  to 
have,  as  a  matter  of  course,  all  the  papers  respecting  a  negotiation  with  a 
foreign  power,  would  be  to  establish  a  dangerous  precedent. 

It  does  not  occur  that  the  inspection  of  the  papers  asked  for  can  be  rela- 
tive 'to  any  purpose  under  the  cognizance  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
except  that  of  an  impeachment,  which  the  resolution  has  not  expressed. 
I  repeat,  that  I  have  no  disposition  to  withhold  any  information  which  the 
duty  of  my  situation  will  permit,  or  the  public  good  shall  require,  to  be 
disclosed ;  and,  in  fact,  all  the  papers  affecting  the  negotiation  with  Great 
Britain  were  laid  before  the  senate  when  the  treaty  itself  was  communi- 
cated for  their  consideration  and  advice. 

The  course  which  the  debate  has  taken  on  the  resolution  of  the  house, 
leads  to  some  observations  on  the  mode  of  making  treaties  under  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

Having  been  a  member  of  the  general  convention,  and  knowing  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  constitution  was  formed,  I  have  ever  entertained  but 
onp  opinion  on  this  subject ;  and,  from  the  first  establishment  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  this  moment,  my  conduct  has  exemplified  that  opinion — that 
the  power  of  making  treaties  is  exclusively  vested  in  the  president,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  provided  two  thirds  of  the  sen- 
ators present  concur ;  and  that  every  treaty,  so  made  and  promulgated, 
thenceforward  became  the  law  of  the  land.  It  is  thus  that  the  treaty-ma- 
king power  has  been  understood  by  foreign  nations ;  and,  in  all  the  treaties 
made  with  them,  We  have  declared,  and  they  have  believed,  that,  when 
ratified  by  the  president,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  they 
became  obligatory.  In  this  construction  of  the  constitution,  every  house 
of  representatives  has  .heretofore  acquiesced  ;  and,  until  the  present  time, 
not  a  doubt  or  suspicion  has  appeared,  to  my  knowledge,  that  this  construc- 
tion was  not  the  true  one.  Nay,  they  have  more  than  acquiesced  :  for,  till 
now,  without  controverting  the  obligations  of  such  treaties,  they  have  made 
all  the  requisite  provisions  for  carrying  them  into  effect. 

There  is  also  reason  to  believe  that  this  construction  agrees  with  the 
opinions  entertained  by  the  state  conventions,  when  they  were  deliberating 
on  the  constitution ;  especially  by  those  who  objected  to  it  because  there 
was  not  required,  in  commercial  treaties,  the  consent  of  two  thirds  of  the 
whole  number  of  the  members  of  the  senate,  instead  of  two  thirds  of  the 
senators  present ;  and  because,  in  treaties  respecting  territorial  and  certain 
other  rights  and  claims,  the  concurrence  of  three  fourths  of  the  whole 
number  of  both  houses  respectively  was  not  made  necessary. 

It  is  a  fact  decided  by  the  general  convention,  and  universally  under- 
stood, that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  was  the  result  of  a  spnit 
of  aflfly  and  mutual  concession. 

And  it  is  well  known,  that,  under  this  influence,  the  smaller  states 
were  admitted  to  an  equal  representation  in  the  senate  with  the  larger 
states,  and  that  this  branch  of  the  government  was  invested  with  great 
powers ;  for  on  the  equal  participation  of  those  powers  the  sovereignty 

and  political  safety  of  the  smaller  states  were  deemed  essentially  to  depends 
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If  otber  proofs  than  these,  and  the  plain  letter  of  the  constitution  itself, 
be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  point  under  consideration,  they  may  be  found 
in  ^e  journals  of  the  general  convention,  which  I  have  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  department  of  state.  In  those  journals  it  will  appear  that  a 
proposition  was  made,  "  that  no  treaty  should  be  binding  on  the  United 
States,  which  was  not  ratified  by  a  law  ;*'  and  that  the  proposition  was 
explicitly  rejepted. 

As,  therefore,  it  is  perfectly  clear  to  my  understanding  that  the  assent 
of  the  house  of  representatives  is  not  necessary  to  the  validity  of  a  treaty  ; 
as  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  exhibits,  in  itself,  all  the  objects  requiring 
legislative  provision,  and  on  these  the  papers  called  for  can  throw  no  light ; 
and  as  it  is  essential  to  the  due  administration  of  the  government  that  the 
boundaries,  fixed  by  the  constitution,  between  the  different  departments, 
should  be  preserved  :  a  just  regard  to  the  constitution  and  to  the  duty  of 
my  office,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  forbids  a  compliance 
with  your  request. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

Jantjart  19,  1797. 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Houie  of  Representatives : — 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  I  mentioned  that 
some  circumstances  of  an  unwelcome  bature  had  lately  occurred  in  rela- 
tion to  France  ;  that  our  trade  had  suffered,  and  was  suffering  extensive 
injuries  in  the  West  Indies,  from  the  cruisers  and  agents  of  the  French 
republic  ;  and  that  communications  had  been  received  from  its  minister 
here,  which  indicated  danger  of  a  further  disturbance  of  our  commerce  by 
its  authority,  and  that  were  in  other  respects  far  from  agreeable  ;  but  that  1 
reserved  for  a  special  message  a  more  particular  communication  on  this 
interesting  subject.     This  cogimunication  I  now  make. 

The  domplaints  of  the  French  minister  embraced  most  of  the  transac- 
tions of  our  government,  in  relation  to  France,  from  an  early  period  of  the 
present  war  ;  which,  therefore,  it  was  necessary  carefully  to  review.  A 
collection  has  been  formed  of  letters  and  papers  relating  to  those  transac- 
tions, which  I  now  lay  before  you,  with  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pinckney,  our  min- 
ister at  Paris,  containing  an  examination  of  the  notes  of  the  French  min- 
ister, and  such  information  as  I  thought  might  be  useful  to  Mr.  Pinckney 
in  any  further  representations  he  might  find  necessary  to  be  made  to  the 
French  government.  The  immediate  object  of  his  mission  was,  to  make 
to  that  government  such  explanations  of  the  principles  and  conduct  of  our 
own,  as,  by  manifesting  our  good  faith,  might  remove  all  jealousy  and  dis- 
content, and  maintain  that  harmony  and  good  understanding  with  the 
French  republic  which  it  has  been  my  constant  solicitude  to  preserve.  A 
government  which  required  only  a  knowledge  of  the  truth  to  justify  its 
measures,  could  not  but  be  anxious  to  have  this  fully  and  frankly  dis- 
played. 


•Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


SPECIAL   MESSAGES   OF  JOHN  ADAfflS. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

June  12,  1797. 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : — 
I  HAVE  received  information  from  the  commissioner  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  third  article  of  our  treaty  with 
Spain,  that  the  running  and  marking  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  col- 
onies of  East  and  West  Florida  and  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  have 
been  delayed  by  the  officers  of  his  catholic  majesty ;  and  that  they  have 
declared  their  intention  to  maintain  jurisdiction,  and  to  suspend  the  with- 
drawing of  his  troops  from  military  posts  they  now  occupy,  within  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  until  the  two  governments  shall,  by  negotiation, 
have  settled  the  meaning  of  the  second  article  respecting  the  withdrawing 
of  the  troops,  garrisons,  or  settlements,  of  either  party  in  the  territory  of 
the  other ;  that  is,  whether,  when  the  Spanish  garrisons  withdraw,  they 
are  to  leave  the  works  standing  or  to  demolish  them ;  and,  until,  by  an  ad- 
ditional article  to  the  treaty,  me  real  property  of  the  inhabitants  shall  be 
secured ;  and,  likewise,  until  the  Spanish  officers  are  sure  the  Indians 
will  be  pacific.  The  first  two  questions,  if  to  be  determined  by  negotia- 
tion, might  be  made  subjects  of  discussion  for  years ;  and,  as  no  limita- 
tion of  time  can  be  prescribed  to  the  other,  a  certainty  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Spanish  officers  that  the  Indians  will  be  pacific,  it  will  be  impossible 
to  suffer  it  to  remain  an  obstacle  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty  on  the  part 
of  Spain. 

To  remove  the  first  difficulty,  I  have  determined  to  leave  it  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  officers  of  his  catholic  majesty,  when  they  withdraw  their 
troops  from  the  forts  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  either 
to  leave  the  works  standing  or  to  demolish  them  ;  and,  to  remove  the  sec- 
ond, I  shall  cause  an  assurance  to  be  published,  and  to  be  particularly 
communicated  to  the  minister  of  his  catholic  majesty,  and  to  the  governor 
of  Louisiana,  that  the  settlers  or  occupants  of  the  lands  in  question  shall 
not  be  disturbed  in  their  possessions  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  shall  be  protected  in  all  their  lawful  claims ; 
and  to  prevent  or  remove  every  doubt  on  this  point,  it  merits  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress,  whether  it  will  not  be  expedient  immediately  to  pass  a 
law,  giving  positive  assurances  to  those  inhabitants,  who,  by  fair  and  reg- 
ular grants,  or  by  occupancy,  have  obtained  legal  titles  or  equitable  claims 
to  lands  in  that  country,  prior  to  the  final  ratification  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-six. 

This  country  is  rendered  peculiarly  valuable  by  its  inhabitants,  who  are 
represented  to  amount  to  nearly  four  thousand,  generally  well  efifected  and 
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much  attached  to  the  United  States,  and  zealcras  for  the  establishment  of  a 
gOTornment  under  their  authority. 

I  therefore  recommend  to  your  consideration  the  expediency  of  erecting 
a  government  in  the  district  of  Natchez,  similar  to  that  established  for  the 
territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  bat  with  certain  modifications,  rela- 
tive to  titles  or  claims  of  land,  whether  of  individuals  or  companies,  or  to 
claims  of  jarisdictibn  of  any  individual  state. 


Sl^EOIAL    MESSAGE. 

June  22,  1797. 

GentlefMn  of  the  H&use  of  Representatives  : — 

Ihmedtatelt  after  I  had  received  your  resolution  of  the  tenth  of  June, 
requesting  a  report  respecting  the  depredations  committed  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  since  the  first  of  October,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-six,  specifying  the  name  of  the  vessel  taken,  where 
bound  to  or  from,  species  of  lading,  the  value  (when  it  can  be  ascertained) 
of  the  vessel  and  cargo  taken,  and  by  what  power  captured,  particular- 
izing those  which  have  been  actually  condemned,  together  with  the 
proper  documents  to  ascertain  the  same,  I  directed  a  collection  to  be  made 
of  sill  such  information  as  should  be  found  in  the  possession  of  the  govern- 
ment :  in  consequence  of  which,  the  secretary  of  state  has  made  the  re- 
port and  the  collection  of  documents  which  accompany  this  message,  and 
are  now  laid  before  the  house  of  representatives,  in  compliance  wiUi  their 
desire. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

July  3,  1797. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : — 
The  whole  of  the  intelligence  which  has  for  some  time  past  been  re* 
ceived  from  abroad,  the  correspondences  between  this  government  and  the 
ministers  of  the  belligerent  powers  residing  here,  and  the  advices  of  the 
officers  of  the  United  States,  civil  and  military,  upon  the  frontiers,  all 
conspire  to  show,  in  a  very  strong  light,  the  critical  situation  of  our  coun- 
try. That  Congress  might  be  enabled  to  form  a  more  perfect  judgment  of 
it»  and  of  the  measures  necessary  to  be  taken,  I  have  directed  the  proper 
officers  to  prepare  such  collections  of  extracts  from  the  public  correspon- 
dences as  might  afford  the  clearest  information.  The  reports  made  to  me 
from  the  secretary  of  state  and  the  secretary  of  war,  with  the  collection 
of  documents  from  each  of  them,  are  now  communicated  to  both  houses  of 
Congress.  I  have  desired  that  the  message,  reports,  and  documents,  may 
be  considered  as  confidential,  merely,  that  the  members  of  both  houses 
of  Congtess  may  be  apprized  of  their  contents  before  they  should  be  made 
public.  As  soon  as  the  houses  shall  have  heard  them,  I  shall  submit,  to 
their  discretion,  the  publication  of  the  whole,  or  any  such  parts  of  them,  as 
they  shall  judge  necessary  or  expedient  for  the  pubHo  good. 
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SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

Janfart  17,  1798. 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  :'^ 
The  situation  of  affairs  between  the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee 
Indians  having  evinced  the  expediency  of  a  treaty  with  that  nation,  for  the 
promotion  of  justice  to  them,  as  well  as  of~  the.  interests  and  convenience 
of  our  citizens,  I  have  nominated,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  senate,  appointed  commissioners  to  hold  conferences,  and  con- 
clude a  treaty,  as  early  as  the  season  of  the  year,  and  the  convenience  of 
the  parties,  will  admit. 

As  we  know  very  well,  by  experience,  that  such  negotiations  can  not 
be  carried  on  without  considerable  expenses,  I  recommend  to  your  consid- 
eration the  propriety  of  making  an  appropriation,  at  this  time,  for  defraying 
such  as  may  be  necessary  for  holding  and  concluding  a  treaty. 

That  you  may  form  your  judgments  with  greater  facility,  I  shall  direct 
the  proper  officer  to  lay  before  you  an  estimate  of  such  articles  and  ex- 
penses as  may  be  thought  indispensable. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 

Jajiuary  18,  1798. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  :— 
A  REPRESENTATION  hss  been  made  to  me,  by  the  judge  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania district  of  the  United  States,  of  certain  inconveniences,  and  disa- 
greeable circumstances  which  have  occurred  in  the  execution  of  the  law, 
passed  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-six,  entitled, "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt," 
as  well  as  of  certain  doubts  which  have  been  raised  concerning  its  con- 
struction. This  representation,  together  with  a  report  of  the  attorney-gen- 
eral on  the  same  subject,  I  now  transmit  to  Congress,  for  their  considera- 
tion, that,  if  any  amendments  or  explanations  of  that  law  should  be  thought 
advisable,  they  should  be  adopted. 


SPECIAL   MESSAGE. 

January  23,  1798. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  >^ 
At  the  commencement  of  this  session  of  Congress,  I  proposed,  in  the 
course  of  it,  to  communicate  to  both  houses  further  information  concerning 
the  situation  of  our  affairs  in  the  territories  of  the  United  States  situated 
on  the  Mississippi  river,  and  its  neighborhood ;  our  intercoiurse  with  the 
Indian  nations  ;  our  relations  with  the  Spanish  government,  and  the  con- 
duct of  their  officers  and  agents :  this  information  will  be  found  in  a  repent 
of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  the  documents  attending  it,  which  I  now  pre* 
sent  to  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives. 
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SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
January  8,  1799. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : — 

In  compliance  with  your  desire,  expressed  in  your  resolution  of  the 
second  of  this  month,  I  lay  before  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  George 
C.  Moreton,  acting  consul  of  the  United  States  at  the  Havana,  dated  the 
13th  of  November,  1798,  to  the  secretary  of  slate,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  him  to  L.  Tresevant  and  William  Timmons,  Esquires,  with  their 
answer. 

Although  your  request  extends  no  further  than  such  information  as  has 
been  received,  yet  it  may  be  a  satisfaction  to  you  to  know  that,  as  soon  as 
this  intelligence  was  communicated  to  me,  circular  orders  were  given  bijr 
my  direction  to  all  the  commanders  of  our  vessels-of-war — a  copy  of 
which,  is  also  herewith  transmitted.  I,  also  directed  this  intelligence,  and 
these  orders,  to  be  communicated  to  his  Britannic  majesty's  envoy  extra- 
ordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States,  and  to  our 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  with  instructions  to 
him  to  make  the  proper  representations  to  that  government  on  this  subject. 

It  is  but  justice  to  say,  that  this  is  the  first  instance  of  misbehavior  of 
any  of  the  British  officers  toward  our  vessels-of-war  that  has  come  to  my 
knowledge.  According  to  all  the  representations  that  I  have  seen,  th« 
flag  of  the  United  States,  and  their  officers  and  men,  have  been  treated  by 
the  civil  and  military  authority  of  the  British  nation  in  Nova  Scotia,  the 
West  India  islands,  and  on  the  ocean,  with  uniform  civility,  politeness, 
and  friendship.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  first  instance  of  misconduct  will 
be  readily  corrected. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

March  2, 1799. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : — 
Judging  it  of  importance  to  the  public  that  the  legislature  should  be  in- 
formed of  the  gradual  progress  of  their  maritime  resources,  I  transmit  to 
Congress  a  statement  of  the  vessels,  with  their  tonnage,  warlike  force,  and 
complement  of  men,  to  which  commissions,  as  private  armed  vessels,  have 
been  issued  since  the  ninth  of  July  last. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

December  19,  1799. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  t--^ 

The  letter  herewith  transmitted  will  inform  you  that  it  has  pleased 

Divine  Providence  to  remove  from  this  life  our  excellent  fellow-citizen, 

Gkoros  Washington,  by  the  purity  of  his  character,  and  a  long  series  of 
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services  to  his  country,  rendered  illustrious  tbroogli  the  world.  It  re- 
mains for  an  affectionate  and  grateful  people,  in  whose  hearts  he  can 
never  die,  to  pay  suitable  honors  to  his  memoiy. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 

December  19,  1799. 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : — 

I  RECEIVE,  with  great  respect  and  affection,  the  condolence  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  on  the  melancholy  and  affecting  event,  in  the  death  of 
the  most  illustrious  and  beloved  personage  which  this  country  ever  pro- 
duced. I  sympathize  with  you,  with  the  nation,  and  with  good  men  through 
<the  world,  in  this  irreparable  loss  sustained  by  us  all. 


SPECIAL    MESSA  GE. 

January  6,  1800. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : — 

In  compliance  with  the  request  in  one  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
of  the  twenty-first  of  December  last,  I  transnutted  a  copy  of  those  res- 
olutions, by  my  secretary,  Mr.  Shaw,  to  Mrs.  Washington,  assuring  her 
of  the  profound  respect  Congress  will  ever  bear  to  her  person  and  charac- 
ter ;  of  their  condolence  in  the  late  afHicting  dispensation  of  Providence  ; 
.and  entreating  her  assent  to  the  interment  of  the  remains  of  General  George 
Washingtoti  in  the  manner  expressed  in  the  first  resolution.  As  the  senti- 
ments of  that  virtuous  lady,  not  less  beloved  by  this  nation  than  she  is  at 
present  greatly  afflicted,  can  never  be  so  well  expressed  as  in  her  own 
words,  I  transmit  to  Congress  her  original  letter. 

It  would  be  an  attempt  of  too  much  delicacy  to  make  any  comments 
•upon  it ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  nation  at  large,  as  well  as  all 
the  branches  of  the  government,  will  be  highly  gratified  by  any  arrangement 
<which  may  diminish  the  sacrifice  she  makes  of  her  individual  feelings. 


SPECIAL    MESSAGE. 
January  14,  1800. 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : — 

As  the  enclosed  letter,  from  a  member  of  your  house,  received  by  me 
in  the  night  of  Saturday,  the  eleventh  instant,  relates  to  the  privileges  of 
the  house,  which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  inquired  into  in  the  house 
itself,  if  anywhere,  I  have  thought  proper  to  submit  the  whole  letter  and 
its  tendencies  to  your  consideration,  without  any  other  comments  on  its 
matter  or  style  :  but,  as  no  gross  impropriety  of  conduct,  on  the  part  of 
persons  holding  commissions  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States, 
ought  to  pass  without  due  anim^version,  I  ha've  directed  the  secretary  of 
war  and  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  investigate  the  conduct  complained 
of,  and  to  report  to  me  without  delay,  such  a  statement  of  facts  as  will  enable 
-me  to  decide  on  the  course  which  duty  and  justice  shall  appear  to  preBciibe. 
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J^P,FERSON'S    CONFIDENTIAL   MESSAGE, 
recomuendino  ▲  western  exploring  expedition. 

January  18,  1803. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : — 

As  the  continuance  of  the  act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  will  be  under  the  consideration  of  the  legislature  at  its 
present  session,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  communicate  the  views  which  have 
guided  me  in  the  execution  of  that  act,  in  order  that  you"^  may  decide  on 
the  policy  of  continuing  it,  in  the  present  or  any  other  form,  or  discon- 
tinue it  altogether,  if  that  shall,  on  the  whole,  seem  most  for  the  public 
good. 

The  Indian  tribes  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  have, 
for  a  considerable  time,  been  growing  more  and  more  uneasy  at  the  con« 
stant  diminution  of  the  territory  they  occupy,  although  effected  by  their 
own  voluntary  sales  ;  and  the  policy  has  long  been  gaining  strength  with 
them,  of  refusing  absolutely  all  further  sale,  on  any  conditions ;  insomuch 
that,  at  this  time,  it  hazards  their  friendship,  and  excites  dangerous 
jealousies  and  perturbations  in  their  minds  to  make  any  overture  for  the 
purchase  of  the  smallest  portions  of  their  land.  A  very  few  tribes  only 
are  not  yet  obstinately  in  these  dispositions.  In  order  peaceably  to  coun- 
teract this  policy  of  theirs,  and  to  provide  an  extension  of  territory  which 
the  rapid  increase  of  our  numbers  will  call  for,  two  measures  are  deemed 
expedient.  First :  to  encourage  them  to  abandon  hunting,  to  apply  to  the 
raising  stock,  to  agriculture  and  domestic  manufactures,  and  thereby  prove 
to  themselves  that  less  land. and  labor  will  maintain  them  in  this,  better 
than  in  their  former  mode  of  living.  The  extensive  forests  necessary  in 
the  hunting  life  will  then  become  useless,  and  they  will  see  advantage  in 
exchanging  them  for  the  means  of  improving  their  farms  and  pf  increasing 
their  domestic  comforts.  Secondly:  to  multiply  trading-houses  among 
them,  and  place  within  their  reach  those  things  which  will  contribute 
more  to  their  domestic  comfort  than  the  possession  of  extensive  but 
uncultivated  wilds.  Experience  and  reflection  will  develop  to  them  the 
wisdom  of  exchanging  what  they  can  spare  and  we  want,  for  what  we 
can  spare  and  they  want.  In  leading  them  thus  to  agriculture,  to  man- 
ufactures, and  civilization  ;  in  bringing  together  their  and  our  settlements, 
and  in  preparing  them  ultimately  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  our  gov- 
ernment, I  trust  and  believe  we  are  acting  for  their  greatest  good.  At 
these  trading-houses  we  have  pursued  the  principles  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, which  directs  that  the  commerce  shall  be  carried  on  liberally,  and 
requires  only  that  the  capital  stock  shall  not  be  diminished.  We  conse- 
quently undersell  private  traders,  foreign  and  domestic ;  drive  them  from 
the  competition ;  and  thus,  with  the  good  will  of  the  Indians,  rid  ourselves 
of  a  description  of  men  who  are  constantly  endeavoring  to  excite  in  the 
Indian  mind  suspicions,  fears,  and  irritations  toward  us.  A  letter  now 
enclosed,  shows  the  effect  of  our  competition  on  the  operations  of  the 
traders,  while  the  Indians,  perceiving  .the  advantage  of  purchasing  from 
us,  are  soliciting  generally  our  establishment  of  trading-houses  among 
them.  In  one  quarter  this  is  particularly  interesting.  The  legislature, 
jreflecting  on  the  late  occurrences  on  the  Mississippi,  must  be  sentibla 
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how  desirable  it  is  to  possess  a  respectable  breadth  of  country  on  that 
river,  from  our  southern  limit  to  the  Illinois  at  least,  so  that  we  may  pre- 
sent as  firm  a  front  on  that  as  on  our  eastern  border.  We  possess  what 
is  below  the  Yazoo,  and  can  probably  acquire  a  certain  breadth  from  the 
Illinois  and  Wabash  to  the  Ohio ;  but  between  the  Ohio  and  Yazoo,  the 
country  all  belongs  to  the  Chickasaws,  the  most  friendly  tribe  within  our 
limits,  but  the  most  decided  against  the  alienation  of  lands.  The  portion 
of  their  country  most  important  for  us  is  exactly  that  which  they  du  not 
inhabit.  Their  settlements  are  not  on  the  Mississippi,  but  in  the  interior 
country.  They  have  lately  shown  a  desire  to  become  agricultural,  and 
this  leads  to  the  desire  of  buying  implements  and  comfoVts.  In  the 
strengthening  and  gratifying  of  these  wants,  I  see  the  only  prospect  of 
planting  on  the  Mississippi  itself,  the  means  of  its  own  safety.  Duty  has 
required  me  to  submit  these  views  to  the  judgement  of  the  legislature ;  but 
as  their  disclosure  might  embarrass  and  defeat  their  effect,  they  are  com- 
mitted to  the  special  confidence  of  the  two  houses. 

While  the  extension  of  the  public  commerce  among  the  Indian  tribes, 
may  deprive  of  that  source  of  profit  such  of  our  citizens  as  are  engaged 
in  it,  it  might  be  worthy  the  attention  of  Congress,  in  their  care  of  indi- 
vidual as  well  as  of  the  general  interest,  to  point  fti  another  direction  the 
enterprise  of  these  citizens,  as  profitably  for  themselves,  and  more  use- 
fully for  the  public.  The  river  Missouri,  and  the  Indians  inhabiting  it, 
are  not  as  well  known  as  is  rendered  desirable  by  their  connexion  with 
the  Mississippi,  and  consequently  with  us.  It  is,  however,  understood, 
that  the  country  on  that  river  is  inhabited  by  numerous  tribes,  who  furnish 
great  supplies  of  furs  and  peltry  to  the  trade  of  another  nation,  carried  on 
in  a  high  latitude,  through  an  infinite  number  of  portages  and  lakes,  shut 
up  by  ice  through  a  long  season.  The  commerce  on  that  line  could  bear 
so  competition  with  that  of  the  Missouri,  traversing  a  moderate  climate, 
offering,  according  to  the  best  accounts,  a  continued  navigation  from  its 
source,  and  possibly  with  a  single  portage,  from  the  western  ocean,  and 
finding  to  the  Atlantic  a  choice  of  channels  through  the  Illinois  or 
Wabash,  the  lakes  and  Hudson,  through  the  Ohio  and  Susquehanna,  or 
Potomac  or  James  rivers,  and  through  the  Tennessee  and  Savannah  riv- 
ers. An  intelligent  officer,  with  ten  or  twelve  chosen  men,  fit  for  the 
enterprise,  and  willing  to  undertake  it,  taken  from  our  posts,  where  they 
may  be  spared  without  inconvenience,  might  explore  the  whole  line,  even 
to  the  western  ocean ;  have  conferences  with  the  natives  on  the  subject 
of  commercial  intercourse  ;  get  admission  among  them  for  our  traders,  as 
others  are  admitted ;  agree  on  convenient  deposites  for  an  interchange  of 
articles ;  and  return  with  the  information  acquired,  in  the  course  of  two 
summers.  Their  arms  and  accoutrements,  some  instruments  of  observa- 
tion, and  light  and  cheap  presents  for  the  Indians,  would  be  all  the 
apparatus  they  could  carry,  and  with  an  expectation  of  a  soldier's  porticm 
of  land  on  their  return,  would  constitute  the  whole  expense.  Their  pay 
would  be  ^oing  on,  whether  here  or  there.  While  other  civilized  nations 
have  encountered  great  expense  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  knowledge, 
by  undertaking  voyages  of  discovery,  and  for  other  literary  purposes,  in 
various  parts  and  directions,  our  nation  seem  to  owe  to  the  same  object, 
as  well  as  to  its  own  interests,  .to  explore  this,  the  only  line  of  easy 
communication  across  the  continent,  and  so  directly  traversing  our  owa 
part  of  it.  The  interests  of  commerce  place  the  principal  object  within 
the  constitutional  powers  and  care  of  Congress,  and  that  it  should  iad- 
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dentally  advance  the  geo^aphical  knowledge  of  our  own  continent,  caa 
not  but  be  an  additional  gratification.  The  nation  claiming  the  territory, 
regarding  this  as  a  literary  pursuit,  which  it  is  in  the  habit  of  permitting 
within  its  own  dominions,  would  not  be  disposed  to  view  it  with  jealousy, 
even  if  the  expiring  state  of  its  interests  there  did  not  render  it  a  matter 
of  indifference.  The  appropriation  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
"for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  external  commerce  of  the  United 
States,"  while  understood  and  considered  by  the  executive  as  giving  'the 
legislative  sanction,  would  cover  the  undertaking  from  notice,  and  prevent 
the  obstructions  which  interested  individuals  might  otherwise  previously 
prepare  in  its  way. 


VETO   MESSAGES. 

{Omitted  in  their  proper  places,) 


WASHINGTON'S    FIRST    VETO    MESSAGE. 

April  5,  1792. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : — 

I  HAVE  maturely  considered  the  act  passed  by  the  two  houses,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  representatives  among  the  several  states, 
according  to  the  first  enumeration ;"  and  I  return  it  to  your  house,  wherein 
it  originated,  with  the  following  objections : — 

First.  The  constitution  has  prescribed  that  representatives  shall  be 
apportioned  among  the  several  states  according  to  their  respective  num- 
bers ;  and  there  is  no  one  proportion  or  divisor,  which,  applied  to  the 
respective  numbers  of  the  states,  will  yield  the  number  and  allotment  of 
representatives  proposed  by  the  bill. 

Second.  The  constitution  has  also  provided,  that  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives shall  not  exceed  one  for  every  thirty  thousand ;  which  restric- 
tion is,  by  the  context,  and  by  fair  and  obvious  construction,  to  be  applied 
to  the  separate  and  respective  numbers  of  the  states.  And  the  bill  has 
allotted  to  eight  of  the  states  more  than  one  for  every  thirty  thousand. 


WASHINGTON'S    SECOND   VETO    MESSAGE, 
Fbbruary  28, 1797. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  :^^ 

Having  maturely  considered  the  bill  to  alter  and  amend  an  act,  entitled 
**An  act  to  ascertain  and  fix  the  military  establishment  of  the  United 
States,"  which  was  presented  to  me  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  this 
month,  I  now  return  it  to  the  house  of  representatives,  in  which  it  origin* 
ated,  with  my  objections  : — 

First,  If  the  bill  passes  into  a  law,  the  two  companies  of  light  dragoons 
will  be  foond  tkat  moment  legally  out  of  service,  though  they  will  after- 
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ward  continue  actually  in  service ;  and  for  their  services  daring  this  inter- 
val, namely,  from  the  time  of  legal,  to  the  time  of  actual  discharge,  it  will 
not  be  lawful  to  pay  them,  unless  some  future  provisions  be  made  by  law. 
Though  they  may  be  discharged  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  in  justice 
they  ought  to  receive  their  pay,  not  only  at  the  time  of  passing  the  law, 
but  at  least  to  the  time  of  their  actual  discharge. 

Secondly.  It  will  be  inconvenient  and  injurious  to  the  public  to  dismiss 
the  light  dragoons  as  soon  as  notice  of  the  law  can  be  conveyed  to  them, 
one  of  the  companies  having  been  lately  destined  to  a  necessary  and 
important  service. 

Thirdly.  The  companies  of  light  dragoons  consist  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  who  are  bound  to  serve 
as  dismounted  dragoons,  when  ordered  so  to  do.  They  have  received,  ia 
bounties,  about  two  thousand  dollars  ;  one  of  them  is  completely  equipped ; 
and  above  half  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  have  yet  to 
serve  more  than  one  third  of  the  time  of  their  enlistment ;  and  besides, 
there  will,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  be  a  considerable  deficiency  in  the 
complement  of  infantry  intended  to  be  continued.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, to  discharge  the  dragoons  does  not  seem  to  comport  with 
economy. 

Fourthly.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  some  cavalry,  either  militia  or 
regular,  will  be  necessary ;  and  according  to  the  best  information  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  latter  will  be  less  expensive 
and  more  useful  than  the  former,  in  preserving  peace  between  the  frontier 
settlers  and  the  Indians ;  and  therefore  a  part  of  the  military  establish- 
ment should  be  cavalry. 


MADISON'S    VETO    MESSAGE. 
March  3,  1817. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: — 

Having  considered  the  bill  this  day  presented  to  me,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  set  apart  and  pledge  certain  funds  for  internal  improvements,"  and 
which  sets  apart  and  pledges  funds  "  for  constructing  roads  and  canals, 
and  improving  the  navigation  of  water-courses,  in  order  to  facilitate,  pro- 
mote, and  give  security  to  internal  commerce  among  the  several  states, 
and  to  render  more  easy  and  less  expensive  the  means  and  provisions  for 
the  common  defence,"  I  am  constrained,  by  the  insuperable  difficulty  I 
feel-  in  reconciling  the  bill  with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  to 
return  it,  with  that  objection,  to  the  house  of  representatives,  in  which  it 
originated. 

The  legislative  powers  vested  in  Congress  are  specified  and  enumer- 
ated in  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution ;  and  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  power  proposed  to  be  exercised  by  this  bill  is 
^among  the  enumerated  powers,  or  that  it  falls,  by  any  just  interpretation! 
within  the  power  to  make  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution  those  or  other  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  ^ 

''  The  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several  states,"  can  not 
include  a  power  to  construct  roads  and  canals,  and  to  improve  the  naviga* 
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tion  of  water-conrses,  in  order  to  facilitate,  promote,  and  secure  such  a 
commerce,  without  a  latitude  of  construction,  departing  from  the  ordinary 
import  of  the  terms,  strengthened  by  the  known  inconveniences  which 
doubtless  led  to  the  grant  of  this  remedial  power  to  Congress.  To  refer 
the  power  in  question  to  the  clause  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare,"  would  be  contrary  to  the  established  and  consistent 
rules  of  interpretation,  as  rendering  the  special  and  careful  enumeration 
of  powers  which  follow  the  clause  nugatory  and  improper.  Such  a  yiew 
of  the  constitution  would  have  the  effect  of  giving  to  Congress  a  general 
power  of  legislation,  instead  of  the  defined  and  limited  one  hitherto  under- 
stood to  belong  to  them ;  the  terms  "  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare" embracing  every  object  and  act,  within  the  purview  of  a  legislative 
trust.  It  would  have  the  effect  of  subjecting  both  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  several  states,  in  all  cases  not  specifically  exempted,  to  be 
superseded  by  laws  of  Congress ;  it  being  expressly  declared,  '*  that  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof, 
shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the  judges  of  every  state  shall 
be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  state  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding."  Such  a  view  of  the  constitution,  finally, 
would  have  the  effect  of  excluding  the  judicial  authority  of  the  United 
States  from  its  participation  in  guarding  the  boundary  between  the  legis- 
lative powers  of  the  general  and  of  the  state  governments,  inasmuch  as 
questions  relating  to  the  general  welfare,  being  questions  of  policy  and 
expediency,  are  unsusceptible  of  judicial  cognizance  and  decision. 

A  restriction  of  the  power  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,"  to  cases  which  are  to  be  provided  for  by  the  expenditure 
of  money,  would  still  leave  within  the  legislative  power  of  Congress  all  the 
great  and  most  important  measures  of  government,  money  being  the 
ordinary  and  necessary  means  of  carrying  them  into  execution. 

If  a  general  power  to  construct  roads  and  canals,  and  to  improve  the 
navigation  of  water-courses,  with  the  train  of  powers  incident  thereto,  be; 
not  possessed  by  Congress,  the  assent  of  the  states,  in  the  mode  provided 
by  the  bill,  can  not  confer  the  power.  The  only  cases  in  which  the  con- 
sent and  cession  of  particular  states  can  extend  the  power  of  Congress, 
are  those  specified  and  provided  for  in  the  constitution. 

I  am  not  unaware  of  the  great  imp^rtance  of  roads  and  canals,  and  the 
improved  navigation  of  water-courses,  and  that  a  power  in  the  national 
legislature  to  provide  for  them,  might  be  exercised  with  signal  advantage 
to  the  general  prosperity.  But  seeing  that  such  a  power  is  not  expressly 
given  by  the  constitution,  and  believing  it  can  not  be  deduced  from  any 
part  of  it,  without  an  inadmissible  latitude  of  construction,  and  a  reliance 
on  insufficient  precedents  ;  believing,  also,  that  the  permanent  success.of 
the  constitution  depends  on  a  definite  partition  of  powers  between  the 
general  and  the  state  governments,  and  that  no  adequate  landniarks  would 
be  left  by  the  constructive  extension  of  the  powers  of  Congress,  as  pro- 
posed in  the  bill.  I  have  no  option  but  to  withhold  my  signature  from  it» 
cherishing  the  hope  that  its  beneficial  object  may  be  attained,  by  a  resort» 
for  the  necessary  powers,  to  the  same  wisdom  and  virtue  in  the  natioi^ 
nrhich  established  the  constitution  in  its  actual  form,  and  providently^ 
marked  out,  in  the  instrument  itself,  a  safe  and  practicable  mode  of  img^ 
proving  it,  as  experience  might  suggest. 
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JACKSON'S    LAND    BILL    VETO. 
December  4.  1833. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : — 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Cong;ress  I  received  from  that  bod^ 
a  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  appropriate  for  a  limited  time  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  and  for  granting  lands 
to  certain  states.''  The  brief  period  then  remaining  before  the  rising  of 
Congress,  and  the  extreme  pressnre  of  official  duties,  unavoidable  on  such 
occasions,  did  not  leave  me  sufficient  time  for  that  full  consideration  of 
the  subject  which  was  due  to  its  great  importance.  Subsequent  con- 
sideration and  reflection  have,  however,  confirmed  the  objections  to  the 
bill  which  presented  themselves  to  my  mind  upon  its  first  perusal,  and 
have  satisfied  me  that  it  ought  not  to  become  a  law.  I  felt  myself,  there- 
fore, constrained  to  withhold  from  it  my  approval,  and  now  return  it  to 
the  senate,  in  which  it  originated,  with  the  reasons  on  which  my  dissent 
is  founded. 

I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  importance,  as  it  respects  both  the  harmony 
and  union  of  the  states,  of  making,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  allow 
of  it,  a  proper  and  final  disposition  of  the  whole  subject  of  the  public 
lands :  and  any  measure  for  that  object,  providing  for  the  reimbursement 
of  the  United  States  of  those  expenses  with  which  they  are  justly  charge- 
able, that  may  be  consistent  with  my  views  of  the  constitution,  sound 
policy,  and  the  rights  of  the  respective  states,  will  readily  receive  my  co- 
operation. This  bill,  however,  is  not  of  that  character.  The  arrange- 
ment it  contemplates  is  not  permanent,  but  limited  to  five  years  only ;  and 
in  its  terms  appears  to  anticipate  alterations  within  that  time,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  Congress  ;  and  it  furnishes  no  adequate  security  against  those 
continued  agitations  of  the  subject  which  it  should  be  the  principal  object 
of  any  measure  for  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands  to  avert. 

Neither  the  merits  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  nor  the  validity  of  the 
objections  which  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  make  to  its  passage,  can 
be  correctly  appreciated  without  a  full  understanding  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  public  lands  upon  which  if  is  intended  to  operate,  were  acquired, 
and  the  conditions  upon  which  they  are  now  held  by  the  United  States.  I 
will,  therefore,  precede  the  statement  of  those  objections  by  a  brief  and 
distinct  exposition  of  these  points. 

The  waste  lands  within  the  United  States  constituted  one  of  the  early 
obstacles  to  the  organization  of  any  government  for  the  protection  of  their 
common  interests.  In  October,  1777,  while  Congress  were  framing  the 
articles  of  confederation,  a  proposition  was  made  to  amend  them  to  the 
following  effect,  viz : — 

"  That  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  have  the  sole 
.and  exclusive  right  and  power  to  ascertain  and  fix  the  western  boundary 
•of  such  states  as  claim  to  the  Mississippi  or  South  sea,  and  lay  out  the 
land  beyond  the  boundary  so  ascertained  into  separate  and  independent 
states,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  numbers  and  circumstances  of  the  people 
hereof  may  require." 

It  was,  however,  rejected,  Maryland  only  voting  for  it ;  and  so  diffionlt 
•did  the  subject  appear,  that  the  patriots  of  that  body  agreed  to  waive  it  in 
Ae  articles  of  confederation,  and  leave  it  for  future  settlement. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


JACKSON'S    LAND    BILL    VETO    MBSSAeB*  ZXXl 

On  the  submission  of  the  articles  to  the  several  state  legislatures  for 
ratification,  the  most  formidable  objection  was  found  to  be  in  this  subject 
of  the  waste  lands.  Maryland,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  Jersey,  instructed 
their  delegates  in  Congress  to  move  amendments  to  them,  providing  that 
the  waste  or  crown  lands  should  be  considered  the  common  property  of 
the  United  States ;  but  they  were  rejected.  All  the  states,  except  Mary- 
land, acceded  to  the  articles,  notwithstanding  some  of  them  did  so  with 
the  reservation,  that  their  claim  to  those  lands,  as  common  property,  was 
not  thereby  abandoned. 

On  the  sole  ground  that  no  declaration  to  that  effect  was  contained  in 
the  articles,  Maryland  withheld  her  assent,  and  in  May,  1779,  imbodied 
her  objections  in  the  form  of  instructions  to  her  delegates,  which  were 
entered  uf)on  the  journals  of  Congress.  The  following  extracts  are  from 
that  document,  viz : — 

**  Is  it  possible  that  those  states  who  are  ambitiously  grasping  at  terri- 
tories, to  which  in  our  judgment  they  have  not  the  least  shadow  of  exclu- 
sive right,  will  use  with  greater  moderation  the  increase  of  wealth  and 
power,  derived  from  those  territories,  when  acquired,  than  what  they  have 
displayed  in  their  endeavors  to  acquire  them  ?*'  &c.,  &c. 

"  We  are  convinced,  policy  and  justice  require,  that  a  country  un- 
settled at  the  commencement  of  this  war,  claimed  by  the  British  crown, 
and  ceded  to  it  by  the  treaty  at  Paris,  if  wrested  from  the  common  enemy 
by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  thirteen  states,  should  be  considered  as 
a  common  property,  subject  to  be  parcelled  out  by  Congress  into  free, 
convenient  and  independent  governments,  in  such  manner  and  at  such 
times  as  the  wisdom  of  that  assembly  shall  hereafter  direct,"  (&c.,  <&c. 

Virginia  proceeded  to  open  a  land  office  for  the  sale  of  her  western 
lands,  which  produced  such  excitement  as  to  induce  Congress  in  October, 
1779,  to  interpose  and  earnestly  recommend  to  '*  the  said  state  and  all 
states  similarly  circumstanced,  to  forbear  settling  or  issuing  warrants  for 
such  unappropriated  lands,  or  granting  the  same  during  the  continuance 
of  the  present  war.*' 

In  March,  1780,  the  legislature  of  New  York  passed  an  act  tendering 
a  cession  to  the  United  States  of  the  claims  of  that  state  to  the  western 
territory,  preceded  by  a  preamble  to  the  following  effect,  viz : — 

"  Whereas  nothing  under  Divine  Providence  can  more  effectually  con- 
tribute to  the  tranquillity  and  safety  of  the  United  States  of  America,  than 
a  federal  alliance  on  such  liberal  principles  as  will  give  satisfaction  to  its 
respective  members  ;  and  whereas,  the  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
petual union,  recommended  by  the  honorable  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  have  not  proved  acceptable  to  all  the  states,  it  having 
been  conceived  that  a  portion  of  the  waste  and  uncultivated  territory 
within  the  limits  or  claims  of  certain  states,  ought  to  be  appropriated  as 
a  common  fund  for  the  expenses  of  the  war ;  and  the  people  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  being  on  all  occasions  disposed  to  manifest  their  regard  for 
their  sister  states  and  their  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  general  interest 
and  security,  and  more  especially  to  accelerate  the  federal  alliance,  by 
removing,  as  far  as  it  depends  upon  them,  the  before-mentioned  impedi- 
ment to  its  final  accomplishment,"  &c. 

This  act  of  New  York,  the  instructions  of  Maryland,  and  a  remonstrance 
of  Virginia,  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  Congress,  who  reported  a 
preamble  and  resolutions  thereon,  which  were  adopted  on  the  6th  of 
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September,  1780;  so  much  of  which  as  is  necessary  to  elucidate  the 

subject  is  to  the  following  effect,  viz : — 

**  That  it  appears  advisable  to  press  upon  those  states  which  can  re- 
move the  embarrassments  respecting  the  western  country,  a  liberal  sur- 
render of  a  portion  of  their  territorial  claims,  since  they  can  not  be  pre- 
served entire  without  endangering  the  stability  o[  the  general  confederacy ; 
to  remind  ihem  how  indispensably  necessary  it  is  to  establish  the  federal 
union  on  a  fixed  and  permanent  basis  and  on  principles  acceptable  to  all 
its  respective  members ;  how  essential  to  public  credit  and  confidence,  to 
the  support  of  our  army,  to  the  vigor  of  our  councils  and  success  of  our 
measures,  to  our  tranquillity  at  home,  our  reputation  abroad,  to  our  very 
existence  as  a  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  people ;  that  they  are  fully 
persuaded  the  wisdom  of  the  several  legislatures  will  lead  them  to  a  full 
and  impartial  consideration  of  a  subject  so  interesting  to  the  United  States, 
and  so  necessary  to  the  happy  establishment  of  the  federal  union,  that  they 
are  confirmed  in  these  expectations  by  a  review  of  the  before-mentioned 
act  of  the  legislature  of  New  York,  submitted  to  their  consideration,*'  dltc. 

**  Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  several  papers,  referred  to  the  committee, 
be  transmitted,  with  a  copy  of  the  report,  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
states,  and  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  those  states  who  have 
claims  to  the  western  country,  to  pass  such  laws  and  give  their  delegates 
in  Congress  such  powers  as  may  effectually  remove  the  only  obstacle  to 
a  final  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and  that  the  legislature 
of  Maryland  be  earnestly  requested  to  authorize  their  delegates  in  Con- 
gress to  subscribe  to  the  said  articles.'* 

Following  up  this  policy,  Congress  proceeded,  on  the  10th  October, 
1780,  to  pass  a  resolution  pledging  the  United  States  to  the  several  states 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  any  lands  that  might  be  ceded  by  them  should 
be  disposed  of,  the  material  parts  of  which  are  as  follows,  viz  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  unappropriated  lands  which  may  be  ceded  or  re- 
linquished to  the  United  States,  by  any  particular  state  pursuant  to  the 
recommendation  of  Congress  of  the  6th  dJay  of  September  last,  shall  be 
disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  United  State^,  and  be  settled 
and  formed  into  distinct  republican  states,  which  shall  become  members 
of  the  federal  union,  and  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom, 
and  independence  as  the  other  states,"  ^c.  *'  That  the  said  lands  shall 
be  granted  or  settled  at  such  times  and  under  such  regulations  as  shall 
hereafter  be  agreed  on  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  or 
nine  or  more  of  them.*' 

In  February,  1781,  the  legislature  of  Maryland  passed  an  act  author- 
izing their  delegates  in  Congress  to  sign  the  articles  of  confederation. 
The  following  are  extracts  from  the  preamble  and  body  of  the  act,  viz  : — 

"  Whereas  it  hath  been  said  that  the  common  enemy  is  encouraged  by 
this  state  not  acceding  to  the  confederation,  to  hope  that  the  union  of  the 
sister  states  may  be  dissolved,  and  therefore  prosecutes  the  war  in  ex- 
pectation of  an  event  so  disgraceful  to  America ;  and  our  friend  and 
illustrious  ally  are  impressed  with  an  idea  that  the  common  cause  would 
be  promoted  by  our  formally  acceding  to  the  confederation,**  <&c. 

The  act  of  which  this  is  the  preamble,  authorizes  the  delegates  of  that 
state  to  sign  the  articles,  and  proceeds  to  declare, ''  that  by  acceding  to  the 
■aid  confederation,  this  state  doth  not  relinquish,  nor  intend  to  relinquish, 
any  right  or  interest  she  hath,  with  the  other  united  or  confederated  states 
to  the  back  country,'*  &c.,  &c. 
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On  the  Ist  of  March,  1781 ,  the  delegates  of  Maryland  signed  the  articles 
of  confederation,  and  the  federal  union  under  that  compact  was  complete. 
The  conflicting  claims  to  the  western  lands,  however,  were  not  disposed 
of,  and  continued  to  give  great  trouble  to  Congress.  Repeated  and  urgent 
calls  were  made  by  Congress  upon  the  states  claiming  them,  to  make 
liberal  cessions  to  the  United  States,  and  it  was  not  until  long  after  the 
present  constitution  was  formed,  that  the  grants  were  completed. 

The  deed  of  cession  from  New  York  was  executed  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1781,  the  day  the  articles  of  confederation  were  ratified,  and  it  was  ac- 
cepted by  Congress  on  the  29th  October,  1782.  One  of  the  conditions 
of  this  cession  thus  tendered  and  accepted,  was,  that  the  lands  ceded  to 
the  United  States  "  shall  he' and  enure  for  the  use  and  henefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States,  as  shall  become  members  of  the  federal  alliance  of  the  said 
states,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  what  soever, ^^ 

The  Virginia  deed  of  cession  was  executed  and  accepted  on  the  1st 
day  of  March,  1784.  One  of  the  conditions  of  this  cession  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz : — 

"  That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
and  not  reserved  for  or  appropriated  to  any  of  the  before -mentioned  pur- 
poses, or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Ameri- 
can army,  shall  he  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
such  of  the  United  States  as  have  become  or  shall  become  members  of  the 
confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  states,  Virginia  inclusive,  ac^ 
cording  io  their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
penditure, and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose, 
and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever.** 

Within  the  years  1785,  1786,  and  1787,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
and  South  Carolina,  ceded  their  claims  upon  similar  conditions.  The 
federal  government  went  into  operation  under  the  existing  constitution  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1789.  The  following  is  the  only  provision  of  that 
constitution  which  has  a  direct  bearing  on  the  subject  of  the  public 
lands,  viz  : — 

"  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  and  nothing  in  this  constitution  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  state.*' 

Thus  the  constitution  left  all  the  compacts  before  made  in  full  force,  and 
the  right  of  all  parties  remained  the  same  under  the  new  government  as 
they  were  under  the  confederation. 

The  deed  of  cession  of  North  Carolina  was  executed  in  December, 
1789,  and  accepted  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  April  2,  1790.  The 
third  condition  of  the  cession  was  in  the  following  words,  viz  : — 

"  That  all  the  lands  intended  to  be  ceded  by  virtue  of  this  act  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  not  appropriated  as  before  mentioned,  shall 
be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  North  Carolina  inclusive,  according  to  their  respective 
and  usual  proportions  of  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be 
faithfully  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose 
whatever." 

The  cession  of  Georgia  was  completed  on  the  16th  June,  1802,  and  in 
its  leading  condition,  is  precisely  like  that  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 
This  grant  completed  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  all  those  lands, 
generally  called  public  lands,  lying  within  the  original  limiu  of  the  con- 
Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


ZXXiy  JACK80N*8    LAND   BILL   TETO   MBSSAOB. 

% 

federacy.  Those  which  hare  been  acquired  by  the  purchase  of  Louiaiana 
and  Florida,  having  been  paid  for  out  of  the  common  treasure  of  the  United 
States,  are  as  much  the  property  of  the  general  gor^mment,  to  be  disposed 
of  for  the  common  benefit,  as  those  ceded  by  the  several  states. 

By  the  facts  here  collected  from  the  early  history  of  our  republic,  it 
appears  that  the  subject  of  the  public  lands  entered  into  the  elements  of 
its  institutions.  It  was  only  upon  the  condition  that  those  lands  should 
be  considered  as  common  property,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States,  that  some  of  the  s^Uss  agreed  to  come  into  a  '*  per 
petual  union."  The  states  claiming  those  lands,  acceded  to  those  views, 
and  transferred  their  claims  to  the  United  States  upon  certain  specific 
conditions,  and  on  those  conditions  the  grants  were  accepted.  These 
solemn  compacts,  invited  by  Congress  in  a  resolution  declaring  the  pur- 
poses to  which  the  proceeds  of  these  lands  should  be  applied,  originating 
before  the  constitution,  and  forming  the  basis  on  which  it  was  made, 
bound  the  United  States  to  a  particular  course  of  policy  in  relation  to 
them,  by  ties  as  strong  as  can  be  invented  to  secure  the  faith  of  nations. 

As  early  as  May,  1785,  Congress,  in  execution  of  these  compacts, 
passed  an  ordinance,  providing  for  the  sales  of  lands  in  the  western 
territory,  and  directing  the  proceeds  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States.  With  the  same  object  other  ordinances  were  adopted  prior 
to  the  organization  of  the  present  government. 

In  further  execution  of  these  compacts,  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  under  the  present  constitution,  as  early  as  the  4th  of  August,  1790, 
in  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,"  enacted  as 
follows,  viz : — 

*'  That  the  proceeds  of  sales  which  shall  be  made  of  lands  in  the 
western  territory,  now  belonging  or  that  may  hereafter  belong  to  the 
United  States,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  appropriated  toward  sinking  or 
discharging  the  debts  for  the  payment  whereof  the  United  States  now  are, 
or  by  virtue  of  this  act  may  be  holden,  and  shall  be  applied  solely  to  that 
use  until  the  said  debt  shall  be  fully  satisfied." 

To  secure  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  ever,  the  power  to 
execute  those  compacts  in  good  faith,  the  Congress  of  the  confederatioa 
as  early  as  July  13th,  1787,  in  an  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  prescribed  to 
the  people  inhabiting  the  western  territory  certain  conditions  which  were 
declared  to  be  ''  articles  of  compact  between  the  original  states  and  the 
people  and  states  in  the  said  territory"  which  should  "  for  ever  remain 
unalterable,  unless  by  common  consent."  In  one  of  these  articles  it  is 
declared  that — 

"  The  legislatures  of  those  districts  or  new  states  shall  never  interfere 
with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  nor  with  any  regulation  Congress  may  find  necessary  for 
securing  the  title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona  fide  purchasers." 

This  condition  has  been  exacted  from  the  people  of  all  the  new  terri- 
tories ;  and  to  put  its  obligation  beyond  dispute,  each  new  state,  carved 
out  of  the  public  domain,  has  been  required  explicitly  to  recognize  it  as 
one  of  the  conditions  of  admission  into  the  union.  Some  of  them  have 
declared  through  their  conventions  in  separate  acts  that  their  people  **  for 
ever  disclaim  all  right  and  title  to  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands 
lying  within  this  state,  and  that  the  same  shall  be  and  remain  at  the  solo 
and  entire  disposition  of  the  United  States." 
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With  such  care  bave  the  United  States  reserved  to  themselves,  in  all 
tbeir  acts  down  to  this  day — in  legislating  for  the  territories  and  admitting 
states  into  the  Union — the  unshackled  power  to  execute  in  good  faith  the 
compacts  of  cession  made  with  the  original  states.  From  these  facts  and 
proceedings  it  plainly  and  certainly  results : — 

1 .  That  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  on  which  the  confederation 
of  the  United  States  was  originally  based,  was. that  the  waste  lands  of  the 
west  within  their  limits,  should  be  the  common  property  of  the  United 
States. 

2.  That  those  lands  were  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  states 
which  claimed  them,  and  the  cessions  were  accepted,  on  the  express 
condition  that  they  should  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the 
states,  according  to  their  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and 
expenditure,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

3.  That  in  execution  of  these  solemn  compacts,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  did,  under  the  confederation,  proceed  to  sell  these  lands  and 
put  the  avails  into  the  common  treasury ;  and,  under  the  new  constitution, 
did  repeatedly  pledge  them  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States,  by  which  each  state  was  expected  to  profit  in  proportion  to 
the  general  charge  to  be  made  upon  it  for  that  object. 

These  are  the  first  principles  of  this  whole  subject,  which  I  think  can 
not  be  contested  by  any  one  who  examines  the  proceedings  of  the  revo- 
lutionary Congress,  the  cessions  of  the  several  states,  and  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress under  the  new  constitution.  Keeping  them  deeply  impressed  upon 
tlie  mind,  let  us  proceed  to  examine  how  far  the  objects  of  the  cessions 
have  been  completed,  and  see  whether  those  compacts  are  not  still  obliga- 
tory upon  the  United  States. 

The  debt  for  which  these  lands  were  pledged  v  by  Congress,  may  be 
considered  as  paid,  and  they  are  consequently  released  from  that  lien. 
But  that  pledge  formed  no  part  of  the  compacts  with  the  states,  or  of  the 
conditions  upon  which  the  cessions  were  made.  It  was  a  contract  between 
new  parties — between  the  United  States  and  their  creditors.  Upon  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  the  compacts  remain  in  full  force,  and  the  obligation  of 
the  United  States,  to  dispose  of  the  lands  for  the  common  benefit  is  neither 
destroyed  or  impaired.  As  they  can  not  now  be  executed  in  that  mode, 
the  only  legitimate  question  which  can  arise  is,  in  what  other  way  are  - 
these  lands  to  be  hereafter  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the 
several  states,  *'  according  to  their  respective  and  usual  proportion  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure"  The  cessions  of  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia,  in  express  terms,  and  all  the  rest  impliedly,  not  only 
provide  thus  specifically  the  proportion  according  to  which  each  state  shall 
profit  by  the  proceeds  of  the  land  sales,  but  they  proceed  to  declare,  that 
they  shall  be  "  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose^  and  for 
no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever,"  This  is  the  fundamental  law  of  the 
land  at  this  moment,  growing  out  of  compacts  which  are  older  than  the 
constitution,  and  formed  the  corner-stone  on  whicb  the  Union  itself  was 
erected. 

In  ike  practice  of  the  government,  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  have 
not  been  set  apart  as  a  separate  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
but  have  been  and  are  now  paid  into  the  treasury,  where  they  constitute 
a  part  of  the  aggregate  of  the  revenue  upon  which  the  government  draws 
as  well  for  its  current  expenditures  as  for  payment  of  the  public  debt.  In 
tnis  manner  they  have  heretofore  and  do  now  lessen  the  general  charge 
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upon  the  people  of  the  several  states  Id  the  exact  proportions  stipulated  in 
the  compacts. 

These  general  charges  have  been  composed  not  only  of  the  public  debt 
and  the  unusual  expenditures  attending  the  civil  and  military  administra- 
tions of  the  gorernment,  but  of  the  amounts  paid  to  the  states  with  which 
these  compacts  were  formed,  the  amounts  paid  the  Indians  for  their  right 
of  possession,  amounts  paid  for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  and 
the  amounts  paid  surveyors,  re§^isters,  receivers,  clerks,  &c.,  employed  in 
preparing  for  market  and  selling  the  western  domain. 

From  the  origin  of  the  land  system  down  to  September  30,  1832,  the 
amount  expended  for  all  tbese  purposes  has  been  about  $49,701,280 — 
and  the  amount  received  from  the  sales,  deducting  payments  on  account 
of  roads,  <&c.,  $38,386,624.  The  revenue  arising  from  the  public  lands, 
therefore,  has  not  been  sufficient  to  meet  the  general  charges  on  the 
treasury  which  have  grown  out  of  them,  by  about  $11,314,656.  Yet,  in 
having  been  applied  to  lessen  those  charges,  the  conditions  of  the  com- 
pacts have  been  thus  far  fulfilled,  and  each  state  has  profitted  according 
to  its  usual  proportion  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure.  The  annua] 
proceeds  of  land  sales  have  increased  and  the  charges  have  diminished, 
so  that  at  a  reduced  price  those  lands  would  now  defray  all  current  charges 
growing  out  of  them,  and  save  the  treasury  from  further  advances  on  their 
account.  Their  original  intent  and  object,  therefore,  would  be  accom- 
plished as  fully  as  it  has  hitherto  been,  by  reducing  the  price,  and  here- 
after, as  heretofore,  bringing  the  proceeds  into  the  treasury.  Indeed,  as 
this  is  the  only  mode  in  which  the  objects  of  the  original  compacts  can 
be  attained,  it  may  be  considered  for  ail  practical  purposes,  that  it  is  one 
of  their  requirements. 

The  bill  before  me  begins  with  an  entire  subversion  of  every  one  of  the 
compacts  by  which  the  United  States  became  possessed  of  their  western 
domain,  and  treats  the  subject  as  if  they  never  had  existence,  and  as  if 
the  United  States  were  the  original  and  unconditional  owners  of  all  the 
public  lands.     The  first  cession  directs — 

*'  That  from  and  after  the  31st  day  of  December,  1832,  there  shall  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  each  of  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Alabama, 
Missouri,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  over  and  above  what  each  of  the  said 
states  is  entitled  to  by  the  terms  of  the  compacts  entered  into  between 
them  respectively  upon  their  admission  into  the  Union  and  the  United 
States,  the  sum  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  upon  the  net  amount  of 
sales  of  the  public  lands  which  subsequent  to  the  day  aforesaid  shall  be 
made  within  the  several  hmits  of  the  said  states;  which  said  sum  of 
twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  shall  be  applied  to  some  object  or  objects 
of  internal  iniprovements  or  education  within  the  said  states  under  ute 
direction  of  the  several  legislatures." 

This  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  is  to  be  taken  out  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  land  sales  before  any  apportionments  is  made  ;  and  the  same  seven 
states  which  are  first  to  receive  this  proportion,  are  also  to  receive  their 
due  proportion  of  the  residue,  according  to  the  ratio  of  general  distribution. 

Now,  waiving  all  considerations  of  equity  or  policy  in  regard  to  tuis 
provision,  what  more  need  be  said  to  demonstrate  its  objectionable  charac- 
ter than  that  it  is  in  direct  and  undisguised  violation  of  the  pledge  given 
by  Congress  to  the  states  before  a  single  cession  was  made  ;  that  it 
abrogates  the  condition  upon  which  some  of  the  states  come  into  the 
Union ;  and  that  it  seta  at  naught  the  terms  of  cession  spread  upon  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


xxxni 

face  of  every  grant  under  which  the  title  to  that  portion  of  the  public  lands 
18  held  by  the  federal  government. 

In  the  apportionment  of  the  remaining  seven-eighths  of  the  proceeds, 
this  bill,  in  a  manner  equally  undisguised,  violates  the  conditions  upon 
which  the  United  States  acquired  title  to  the  ceded  lands.  Abandoning 
altogether  the  ratio  of  distribution  according  to  the  general  charge  and 
expenditure,  provided  by  the  compacts,  it  adopts  that  of  the  federal  repre- 
sentative population.  Virginia,  and  other  states,  which  ceded  their  lands 
upon  the  express  condition,  that  they  should  reccire  a  benefit  from  their 
sales,  in  proportion  to  their  part  of  the  general  charge,  are  by  the  bill  al- 
lowed only  a  portion,  of  seven-eighths  of  their  proceeds,  and  that  not  in 
the  proportion  of  general  charge  and  expenditure,  but  in  the  ratio  of  their 
federal  representative  px)pulation. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  did  not  delegate  to  Congress  the 
power  to  abrogate  these  compacts.  On  the  contrary,  by  declaring  that 
nothing  in  it  "  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prtjudice  any  claims  of  the  United 
States  or  of  any  particular  state"  it  virtually  provides  that  these  com 
pacts,  and  the  rights  they  secure,  shall  remain  untouched  by  the  legislative 
power,  which  shall  only  make  all  "  needful  rules  and  regulations^^  for 
carrying  them  into  effect.  All  beyond  this  would  seem  to  be  an  assump- 
tion of  the  undelegated  power. 

These  ancient  compacts  are  invaluable  monuments  of  an  age  of  virtue, 
patriotism,  and  disinterestedness.  They  exhibit  the  price  that  great  states, 
which  had  won  liberty,  were  willing  to  pay  for  that  union,  without  which 
they  plainly  saw  it  could  not  be  preserved.  It  was  not  for  territory  or  stale 
power,'  that  our  revolutionary  fathers  took  up  arms  ;  it  was  for  individual 
liberty,  and  the  right  of  self-government.  The  expulsion  from  the  continent 
of  British  armies  and  British  power,  was  to  them  a  barren  conquest,  if, 
through  the  collisions  of  the  redeemed  states,  the  individual  rights  for  which 
they  fought,  should  become  the  prey  of  petty  military  tyrannies,  establish- 
ed at  home.  To  avert  such  consequences,  and  throw  around  liberty  the 
shield  of  union,  states,  whose  relative  strength  at  the  time,  gave  them  a 
preponderating  power,  magnanimously  sacrificed  domains,  which  would 
have  made  them  the  rivals  of  empires,  only  stipulating  that  they  should 
be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  themselves  and  the  other  con- 
federate states.  This  enlightened  f)olicy  produced  union,  and  has  secured 
liberty.  It  has  made  our  waste  lands  to  swarm  with  the  busy  people, 
and  added  many  powerful  states  to  our  confederation.  As  well  for  the 
fruits  which  these  noble  works  of  our  ancestors  have  produced,  as  for  the 
devotedness  in  which  they  originated,  we  should  hesitate  before  we 
demolish  them. 

But  there  are  other  principles  asserted  in  the  bill  which  should  have 
impelled  me  to  withhold  my  signature,  had  I  not  seen  in  it  a  violation  of 
the  compacts  by  which  the  United  States  acquired  title  to  a  large  portion 
of  public  lands.  *  It  reasserts  the  principle  contained  in  the  bill  authorizing 
a  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  Maysville,  Washington,  Paris,  and 
Lexington  turnpike-road  company,  from  which  I  was  compelled  to  with- 
hold my  consent  for  reasons  contained  in  my  message  on  the  27th  May, 
1830,  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  leading  principle  then  asserted  was,  that  Congress  possesses  no , 
constitutional  power  to  appropriate  any  part  of  the  moneys  of  the  United 
States  for  objects  of  a  local  character,  within  the  states.     That  princif^e, 
I  can  not  be  mistaken  in  supposing,  has  received  the  unequivocal  sanction 
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of  the  American  people,  and  all  subsequent  reflection  lias  but  satisfied  me 
more  thoroughly,  that  the  interests  of  our  people,  and  the  purity  of  our 
government,  if  not  its  existence,  depend  on  its  observance.  The  public 
lands  are  the  common  property  of  the  United  States,  and  the  moneys 
arising  from  their  sales,  are  a  part  of  the  public  revenue.  This  bill  pro- 
poses to  raise  from  and  appropriate  a  portion  of  this  public  revenue  to 
certain  states,  providing  expressly,  that  it  shall  "  be  appUed  to  objects  of 
internal  improvement  or  education  within  those  states,^*  and  then  proceeds 
to  appropriate  the  balance  to  all  the  states,  with  the  declaration,  that  it 
shall  be  applied  "  to  such  purpose  as  the  legislatures  of  the  said  respective 
states  shall  deem  proper"  The  former  appropriation  is  expressly  for  in- 
ternal improvement  or  education,  without  qualification  as  to  the  kind  of 
improvements,  and  therefore  in  express  violation  of  the  principle  main- 
tained in  my  objections  to  the  turnpike-road  bill,  above  referred  to.  The 
latter  appropriation  is  more  broad,  and  gives  the  money  to  be  applied  to 
any  local  purpose  whatsoever.  It  will  not  be  denied  that  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  a  portion  of  the  money  might  have  been  applied  to 
making  the  very  road  to  which  the  bill  of  1830  had  reference,  and  most 
of  course  come  within  the  scope  of  the  same  principle.  If  the  money  of 
the  United  States  can  not  be  applied  to  local  purposes  **  through  its  own 
agents,"  as  little  can  it  be  permitted  to  be  thus  expended  "  through  the 
agency  of  the  state  governments." 

It  has  been  supposed  that  with  all  the  reductions  in  our  revenue  which 
could  be  speedily  effected  by  Congress,  without  injury  to  the  substantial 
interests  of  the  country,  there  might  be  for  some  years  to  come  a  surplus 
of  moneys  in  the  treasury,  and  that  there  was,  in  principle,  no  objection 
to  returning  them  to  the  people  by  whom  they  were  paid.  As  the  literal 
accomplishment  of  such  an  object  is  obviously  impracticable,  it  was  thought 
admissible,  as  the  nearest  approximation  to  it,  to  hand  them  over  to  the 
state  governments,  the  more  immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  to 
be  by  them  applied  to  the  benefit  of  those  to  whom  they  properly  belonged. 
The  principle  and  the  object  was,  to  return  to  the  people  an  unavoidable 
surplus  of  revenue,  which  might  have  been  paid  by  them  under  a  system 
which  could  not  at  once  be  abandoned  ;  but  even  this  resource,  which  at 
one  time  seemed  to  be  almost  the  only  alternative  to  save  the  general 
government  from  grasping  unlimited  power  over  internal  improvements, 
was  suggested  with  doubts  of  its  constitutionality. 

But  this  bill  assumes  a  new  principle.  Its  object  is  not  to  return  to  the 
people  an  unavoidable  surplus  of  revenue  paid  in  by  them,  but  to  create  a 
surplus  for  distribution  among  the  states.  It  seizes  the  entire  proceeds  of 
one  source  of  revenue  and  sets  them  apart  as  a  surplus,  making  it  neces- 
sary- to  raise  the  moneys  for  supporting  the  government  and  meeting  the 
general  charges  from  other  sources.  It  even  throws  the  entire  land  sys- 
tem upon  the  customs  for  its  support,  and  makes  the  public  lands  a 
perpetual  charge  upon  the  treasury.  It  does  not  return  to  the  people, 
moneys  accidentally  or  unavoidably  paid  by  them  to  the  government,  by 
which  they  are  not  wanted ;  but  compels  the  people  to  pay  nooneys  into 
the  treasury  for  the  mere  purpose  of  creating  a  surplus  for  distribution  to 
their  state  governments. 

If  this  principle  be  once  admitted,  it  is  not  difficult  to  preceive  to  what 
consequences  it  may  lead.  Already  this  bill,  by  throwing  the  land  system 
on  the  revenues  from  imports  for  support,  virtually  distributes  among  the 
states  a  part  of  those  revenues.    The  proportion  may  be  inciesaed  from 
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time  to  time,  without  any  departure  from  the  principle  now  asserted,  until 
the  state  governments  shall  derive  all  the  funds  necessary  for  their  support 
from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  ;  or,  if  a  sufficient  supply  should  be 
obtained  by  some  states  and  not  by  others,  the  deficient  states  might  com- 
plain, and  to  put  an  end  to  all  further  difficulty,  Congress,  without  assuming 
any  new  principle,  need  go  but  one  step  further  and  put  the  salaries  of  all 
the  state  governors,  judges,  and  other  officers,  with  a  sufficient  sum  for 
other  expenses,  in  their  general  appropriation  bill. 

It  appears  to  me  that  a  more  direct  road  to  consolidation  can  not  be 
devised.  Money  is  power,  and  in  that  government  which  pays  all  the 
public  officers  of  the  states,  will  all  political  power  be  substantially  con- 
centrated. The  state  governments,  if  governments  they  might  be  called, 
would  lose  all  their  independence  and  dignity — ^the  economy  which  now 
distinguishes  them  would  be  converted  into  a  profusion,  limited  only  by  * 
the  extent  of  the  supply.  Being  the  dependants  of  th^  general  govern- 
ment, and  looking  to  its  treasury  as  the  source  of  all  their  emoluments,  the 
state  officers,  under  whatever  names  they  might  pass,  and  by  whatever 
forms  their  duties  might  be  prescribed,  would  in  efiect  be  the  mere 
stipendiaries  and  instruments  of  the  central  power. 

I  am  quite  sure  that  the  intelligent  people  of  our  several  states  will  be 
satisfied,  on  a  little  reflection,  that  it  is  neither  wise  nor  safe  to  release  the 
members  of  their  local  legislatures  from  the  responsibility  of  levying  the 
taxes  necessary  to  support  their  state  governments  and  vest  it  in  Congress, 
over  most  of  whose  members  they  have  no  control. 

They  will  not  think  it  expedient  that  Congress  shall  be  the  tax-gatherer 
and  paymaster  of  all  their  state  governments,  thus  amalgamating  all  their 
officers  into  one  mass  of  common  interest  and  common  feeling.  It  is  too 
obvious  that  such  a  course  would  subvert  our  well-balanced  system  of 
government,  and  ultimately  deprive  us  of  all  the  blessings  now  derived 
fxom  our  happy  Union. 

However  willing  I  might  be,  that  any  unavoidable  surplus  in  the  treasury 
should  be  returned  to  the  people  through  their  state  governments,  I  caa 
not  assent  to  the  principle  that  a  surplus  may  be  created  for  the  purpose 
of  distribution.  Viewing  this  bill  as  in  effect  assuming  the  right,  not  only 
to  create  a  surplus  for  that  purpose,  but  to  divide  the  contents  of  the 
treasury  among  the  states  without  limitation,  from  whatever  source  they 
may  be  derived,  and  asserting  the  power  to  raise  and  appropriate  money 
for  the  support  of  every  state  government  and  institution,  as  well  as  for 
making,  every  local  improvement,  however  trivial,  I  can  not  give  it  my 
assent. 

It  is  difficult  to  perceive  what  advantages  would  accrue  to  the  old  states 
or  the  new,  from  the  system  of  distribution  which  this  bill  proposes,  if  it 
were  otherwise  objectionable.  It  requires  no  argument  to  prove  that,  if 
three  millions  of  dollar^  a  year,  or  any  other  sum,  shall  be  taken  out  of  the 
treasury  by  this  bill  for  distribution,  it  must  be  replaced  by^the  same  sum 
collected  from  the  people  through  some  other  means.  The  old  states  will 
receive  annually  a  sum' of  money  from  the  treasury,  but  they  will  pay  in 
a  larger  sum,  together  with  the  expense  of  collection  and  distribution.  It 
is  only  their  proportion  of  seven-eighths  of  the  proceeds  of  land  sales  which 
they  are  to  receive^  but  they  must  pay  their  due  proportion  of  the  whole. 
Disguise  it  as  we  may,  the  bill  proposes  to  them  a  dead  loss,  in  the  ratio 
of  eight  to  seven,  in  addition  to  expenses  and  other  incidental  losses.  This 
assertion  is  not  the  less  true  because  it  may  not  at  first  be  palpable. 
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Their  receipts  will  be  in  large  sums,  but  their  payments  in  small  ones.  The  goq^m- 
maUt  of  the  statei  will  receive  tevai  dollars  for  which  the  jMop^  of  the  states  will  pay 
eight.  The  large  sums  received  will  be  palpable  to  the  senses ;  the  small  sums  pai^ 
it  requires  thought  to  identify.  But  a  little  consideration  will  satisfy  the  people  that 
the  effect  is  the  same  as  if  ttvtn  hundred  dollars  were  given  them  from  the  public 
treasury,  A>r  which  they  were  at  the  same  time  required  to  pay  in  taxes,  direct  or  in- 
direct, eight  hundred, 

I  deceive  myself  greatly  if  the  new  states  would  find  their  interests  promoted  by 
such  a  system  as  this  bill  proposes.  Their  true  policy  consists  in  the  rapid  settling 
and  improvement  of  the  waste  lands  within  their  limits.  As  a  means  of  hastening 
those  events,  they  have  long  been  looking  to  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  public  lands 
upon  the  final  payment  of  the  national  debt.  The  effect  of  the  proposed  system 
would  be  to  prevent  that  reduction.  It  is  true,  the  bill  reserves  to  Congress  the 
power  to  reduce  the  price,  but  the  effect  of  its  details,  as  now  arranged,  would  prob- 
ably be  for  ever  to  prevent  its  exercise. 

With  the  just  men  who  inhabit  the  new  states,  it  is  a  sufficient  reason  to  reject  this 
system,  that  it  is  in  violation  of  the  fundamental  laws  ofthe  republic  and  its  constitu- 
tion. But  if  it  were  a  mere  question  of  interest  or  expediency,  they  would  still  re- 
ject it.  They  would  not  sell  their  bright  prospects  of  increasing  wealth  and  growing 
power  at  such  a  price.  They  would  not  place  a  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  into  their 
treasuries,  in  competition  with  the  settlement  of  their  waste  lands,  and  the  increase 
of  their  population."  They  would  not  consider  a  small  or  a  lai^e  annual  sum  to  be 
paid  to  their  governments  and  immediately  expended,  as  an  equivalent  for  that  endu- 
ring wealth  which  is  composed  of  flocks  and  herds,  and  cultivated  farms.  No  tempta- 
tion will  allure  them  from  that  object  of  abiding  interest,  the  settlement  of  their  waste 
.  lands,  and  the  increase  of  a  hardy  pice  of  free  citizens,  their  glory  in  peace,  and  their 
defence  in  war. 

On  the  whole,  I  adhere  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  me  in  my  annual  message  of 
1832,  that  it  is  our  true  policy  that  the  public  lands  shall  cease  as  soon  as  practicable 
to  be  a  source  of  revenue,  except  for  the  payment  of  those  general  charges  which  grow 
out  of  the  acquisition  of  the  lands,  their  survey  and  sale.  Although  these  expenses 
have  not  been  met  by  the  proceeds  of  sales  heretofore,  it  is  quite  certain  they  will  be 
hereafter,  even  after  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  price.  By  meeting  in  the 
treasury  so  much  of  the  general  charge  as  arises  from  that  source,  they  will  hereafter, 
as  they  have  been  heretofore,  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  compacts  of  cession.  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  is  the  real  in- 
terest of  each  and  all  the  states  in  the  Union,  and  particularly  of  the  new  states,  that 
the  price  of  these  lands  shall  be  reduced  and  graduated,  and  that  after  they  have  been 
offered  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  the  refuse  remaining  unsold  shall  be  abandoned 
to  the  states,  and  the  machinery  of  our  land  system  entirely  withdrawn.  It  can  not 
be  supposed  the  compacts  intended  that  the  United  States  should  retain  for  ever  a 
title  to  lands  within  the  states  which  are  of  no  value,  and  no  doubt  is  entertained 
that  the  general  interest  would  be  best  promoted  by  surrendering  such  lands  to  the 
states. 

This  plan  for  disposing  of  the  public  lands  impairs  no  principle,  violates  no  com- 
pact, and  deranges  no  system.  Already  has  the  price  of  those  lands  been  reduced 
from  two  dollars  per  acre  to  one  dollar  and  a  quarter,  and  upon  the  will  of  Congress, 
it  depends  whether  there  shall  be  a  further  reduction.  While  the  burdens  of  the 
east  are  diminishing  by  the  reduction  of  the  duties  upon  imports,  it  seems  but  equal 
justice  that  the  chief  burden  of  the  west  should  be  lightened  in  an  equal  degree  at 
least.  It  would  be  just  to  the  old  states  and  the  new,  conciliate  every  interest, 
disarm  the  subject  of  all  its  dangers,  and  add  another  guaranty  to  the  perpetuity 
of  our  happy  Union. 

Sensible,  however,  of  the  difficulties  which  surround  this  important  subject,  I  can 
only  add  to  my  regrets,  at  finding  myself  again  compelled  to  disagree  with  the  legis- 
lative power,  the  sincere  declaration  that  any  plan  which  shall  promise  a  final  and 
satisfactory  disposition  of  the  question,  and  be  compatible  with  the  constitution  and 
public  faith^  shall  have  my  hearty  concurrence. 
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A  brief  History  of  the  Events  and  Circumstances  tokich  led  to  the  Union 
of  the  States,  and  the  formation  of  the  Constitution. 

In  the  early  history  of  the  New  England  colonies,  we  find  the  first  in- 
stance of  the  association  of  the  people  of  America  for  mntoal  defence  and 
protection,  while  they  owed  allegiance  to  the  British  crown.  In  1643,  the 
colonies  of  Massachusetts,  Plymouth,  Connecticut^  and  New  Haven,  un- 
der the  impression  of  danger  from  the  surrounding  tribes  of  Indians,  en- 
tered into  a  league,  offensive  and  defensive,  firm  and  perpetual,  under  the 
name  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New  England.  They  vested  in  an  an- 
nual congress  of  commissioners,  delegated  from  each  colony,  the  authority 
to  regXuSte  their  general  concerns,  and  especially  to  levy  war  and  make 
requisitions  of  men  and  money,  upon  the  several  members  of  the  union  in 
a  ratio  to  their  respective  numbers.  This  confederacy  subsisted^ for  up- 
ward of  forty  years,  and,  for  part  of  the  time,  with  the  countenance  of  the 
government  in  England,  and  was  dissolved  under  King  James  II.,  in  the 
year  1686. 

This  association  is  generally  considered  as  the  foundation  of  subsequent 
efforts  for  a  more  extensive  and  perfect  union  of  the  British  North  Ameri- 
can colonies ;  and  the  people  of  this  country  continued,  after  the  dissolu- 
tion of  this  league,  to  afford  other  instructive  precedents  of  associations 
for  their  safety.  A  congress  of  governors  and  commissiQuers  from  other 
colonies,  as  well  as  from  New  England,  was  occasionally  held,  the  better 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  protection  of  their  interior  frontier,  of  which 
we  have  an  instance  at  Albany,  in  the  year  1722  ;  and  a  much  more  in- 
teresting congress  was  held  at  the  same  place  in  the  year  1754,  which 
consisted  of  commissioners  from  the  colonies  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ma- 
ryland. It  was  called  at  the  instance  of  the  British  government,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  best  means  of  defending  America,  as  a  war  with 
France  was  then  apprehended.  The  object  of  the  British  government,  in 
calling  this  congress,  was  to  effect  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  but  the 
commissioners,  among  whom  was  Dr.  Franklin,  and  other  distinguished 
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men  in  the  colonies,  had  more  enlarged  views.  They  asserted  and  pro- 
mulgated some  invaluable  truths,  the  proper  reception  of  which  in  the 
minds  of  their  countrymen  prepared  the  way  for  their  future  independence 
and  union.  The  commissioners  unanimously  resolved  that  a  union  of  the 
colonies  was  absolutely  necessary  for  their  preservation.  They  likewise 
rejected  all  proposals  for  a  division  of  the  colonies  into  separate  confeder- 
acies, and  adopted  a  pllan  of  federal  government,  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, consisting  of  a  general  council  of  delegates,  to  be  chosen  by  the 
provincial  assemblies,  and  a  president  general  to  be  appointed  by  the 
crown.  In  this  council  were  proposed  to  be  vested,  subject  to  the  nega- 
tive of  the  president,  many  of  the  rights  of  war  and  peace,  and  the  right 
to  lay  and  levy  imposts  and  taxes ;  and  the  union  was  to  embrace  all  the 
colonies  from  New  Hampshire  to  Georgia.  But  the  times  were  not  yet 
ripe,  nor  the  minds  of  men  sufficiently  enlarged,  for  such  a  comprehensive 
proposition ;  and  this  bold  project  for  a  continental  union,  had  the  singular 
fate  of  being  rejected,  not  only  by  the  king,  but  by  every  provincial  as- 
sembly. We  were  to  remain  some  years  longer  separate  and  alien  com- 
monwealths, emulous  of  each,  other  in  obedience  to  the  parent  state,  but 
jealous  of  each  other's  prosperity,  and  divided  by  policy,  interest,  preju- 
dice, and  manners.  So  strong  was  the  force  of  these  considerations,  and 
so  exasperated  were  the  people  of  the  colonies  against  each  other  in  their 
disputes  about  boundaries,  that  Dr.  Franklin,  in  the  year  1761,  observed, 
that  a  union  of  the  colonies  was  absolutely  impossible,  or  at  least  without 
being  forced  by  the  most  grievous  tyranny  and  oppression.* 

The  seeds  of  union,  however,  had  been  sown,  and  its  principles  were 
to  gather  strength  and  advance  toward  maturity,  when  the  season  of  com- 
mon danger  approached.  When  the  first  attempt  upon  our  liberties  was 
made  by  the  British  government,  by  the  passage  of  the  stamp  act,  in  1765, 
a' congress  of  delegates  from  nine  colonies  assembled  in  New  York,  in 
October  of  that  year,  at  the  instance  and  recommendation  of  Massachu- 
setts. The  colonies  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  South  Caro- 
lina, were  represented.  This  congress  adopted  a  declaration  of  rights,  in 
which  the  sole  power  of  taxation  was  asserted  to  reside  in  the  colonial 
legislatures,  and  they  also  declared,  that  the  restrictions  imposed  by  sev- 
eral late  acts  of  parliament  on  the  colonies  were  burdensome,  and  would 
render  them  unable  to  purchase  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain.  An 
address  to  the  king,  and  a  petition  to  each  house  of  parliament,  were 
adopted. 

These  state  papers  evince  the  talents,  as  well  as  firmness,  tempered 
with  wisdom  and  moderation,  of  this  first  American  congress  ;  composed, 
as  it  was,  of  some  of  the  most  distinguished  statesmen  from  the  several 
colonies  therein  represented.! 

*  Kent's  Historical  Lecture  in  1796.  t  Pitkk. 
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The  congress  of  1765,  was  only  a  preparatory  step  to  a  more  extensive 
and  permanent  union,  which  took  place  at  Philadelphia,  in  September, 
1774,  and  thereby  laid  the  foundations  of  this  great  republic.  The  more 
serious  and  impending  oppressions  of  the  British  parliament  at  this  last 
critical  era,  induced  the  twelve  colonies  which  spread  over  this  vast 
continent,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Georgia,  to  an  interchange  of  political 
opinions,  and  to  concur  in  choosing  and  sending  delegates  to  Philadelphia, 
"  with  authority  and  direction  to  meet  and  consult  together  for  the  common 
welfare.**  The  assembling  of  this  congress  was  first  recommended  by  a 
town-meeting  of  the  people  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  followed  by  the 
colonial  assemblies  of  Massachusetts  and  Virginia,  and  by  other  public 
bodies  and  meetings  of  the  people.  In  some  of  the  legielatures  of  the 
colonies,  delegates  were  appointed  by  the  popular  or  representative 
branch ;  and  in  other  cases,  they  were  appointed  by  conventions  of  the 
people  in  the  colonies.  The  congress  of  delegates  (calling  themselves,  in 
their  more  formal  acts,  "  the  delegates  appointed  by  the  good  people  of 
these  colonies")  assembled  on  the  4th  of  September,  1774 ;  and  having 
chosen  officers,  they  adopted  certain  fundamental  rules  for  their  proceed- 
ings.    AH  the  colonies  were  represented,  except  Georgia. 

Thus  was  organized,  under  the  auspices,  and  with  the  consent,  of  the 
people,  acting  directly  in  their  primary,  sovereign  capacity,  and  without 
the  intervention  of  the  functionaries  to  whom  the  ordinary  powers  of  gov- 
ernment were  delegated  in  the  colonies,  the  first  general  or  national  gov- 
ernment, which  has  been  very  aptly  called  '^he  revolutionary  govern- 
ment,** since,  in  its  origin  and  progress,  it  was  wholly  conducted  upon 
revolutionary  principles.  The  congress,  thus  assembled,  exercised,  de 
facto  and  de  jurcj  a  sovereign  authority ;  not  as  the  delegated  agents  of 
the  governments  de  facto  of  the  colonies,  but  in  virtue  of  original  powers 
derived  from  the  people.  The  revolutionary  government  thus  formed, 
terminated  only  when  it  was  regularly  superseded  by  the  confederated 
government,  under  articles  finally  ratified,  as  we  shall  see,  in  1781.* 

The  first  and  most  important  of  their  acts  was  a  declaration,  that  in  de- 
termining questions  in  this  congress,  each  colony  or  province  should  have 
one  vote  ;  and  this  became  the  established  course  during  the  revolution. 
They  proposed  a  general  congress  to  be  held  at  the  same  place  in  May, 
in  the  next  year.  They  appointed  Qommittees  to  take  into  consideration 
their  rights  and  grievances ;  asserted  by  number  of  declaratory  resolu- 
tions, what  they  deemed  to  be  the  unalienable  rights  of  English  freemen ; 
pointed  out  to  their  constituents  the  system  of  violence  which  was  pre- 
paring against  those  rights  ;  and  bound  them  by  the  most  sacred  of  all 
ties,  the  ties  of  honor  and  their  country,  to  renounce  commerce  with  Great 
Britain,  as  being  the  most  salutary  means  to  avert  the  one,  and  to  secure 
the  blessings  of  the  other.  These  resolutions  were  received  with  umver 
*  Judge  Story's  Commentariet. 
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sal  and  prompt  obedience ;  and  the  union  being  tbus  anspidoasly  formed, 
it  was  continued  by  a  succession  of  delegates  in  Congress ;  and  through 
every  period  of  the  war,  and  through  every  rerolution  of  our  government, 
it  has  been  revered  and  cultivated  as  the  tutelary  guardian  of  our  lib- 
erties.* 

In  May,  1775,  the  second  continental  congress  of  delegates  from  all  the 
colonies  (except  Georgia),  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  and  were  invested 
by  the  colonies  with  very  ample  discretionary  powers.  These  delegates 
were  chosen,  as  the  preceding  had  been,  partly  by  the  popular  branch  of 
the  legislatures  when  in  session,  but  principally  by  conventions  of' the 
people  in  the  various  states.  In  July,  Georgia  acceded  to,  and  completed 
the  confederacy.  Hostilities  had  already  commenced  in  the  province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  and  the  unconditional  sovereignty  of  the  British  pariia- 
ment  over  the  colonies  was  to  be  asserted  by  an  appeal  to  arms.  Congress, 
charged  with  the  general  interests  and  superintending  direction  of  the  Union, 
and  supported  by  the  zeal  and  confidence  of  their  constituents,  prepared 
for  defence.  They  published  a  declaration  of  the  causes  and  necessity  of 
taking  up  arms,  and  forthwith  proceeded  to  levy  and  organize  an  army,  to 
prescribe  rules  for  the  regulation  of  their  land  and  naval  forces,  to  emit  a 
paper  currency,  contract  debts,  and  exercise  all  the  other  prerogatives  of 
an  independent  sovereignty,  till  at  last,  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  1776,  they 
took  a  separate  and  equal  station  among  the  powers  of  the  earth,  by  de- 
claring the  united  colonies  to  be  free  and  independent  states. 

This  memorable  declaration,  in  imitation  of  that  published  by  the  Uni- 
ted Netherlands  on  a  similar  occasion,  recapitulated  the  oppressions  of  the 
British  king,  asserted  it  to  be  the  natural  right  of  every  people  to  with« 
draw  from  tyranny,  and  made  a  solemn  appeal  to  mankind,  in  vindication 
of  the  necessity  of  the  measure.  By  this  declaration,  made  in  the  name, 
and  by  the  authority,  of  the  people,  these  United  States  were  absolved 
from  all  allegiance  to  th^  British  crown,  and  all  political  connexion  be- 
tween them  and  the  state  of  Great  Britain  was  totally  dissolved.  The 
principles  of  self-preservation,  and  of  social  happiness,  gave  a  clear  sanc- 
tion to  this  act  of  separation.  When  the  government  established  over  any 
people  becomes  incompetent,  or  destructive  to  the  ends  for  which  it  was 
instituted,  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  such  people,  founded  on  the  law 
of  nature,  and  the  reason  and  practice  of  mankind,  to  throw  off  such  gov 
emment,  and  provide  new  guards  for  their  future  security. 

The  establishment  of  the  republics  of  Holland  and  Switzerland  bears  a 
striking  analogy  to  that  of  the  United  States,  in  the  causes  which  produced 
them,  and  in  the  manner  in  which  they  were  conducted.  The  United 
Netherlands  were  formerly  a  part  of  the  immense  dominions  of  the  Span- 
ish empire ;  but  the  violent  government  of  Philip  the  Second,  and  the  un- 
relenting intolerance  of  the  inquisition,  drove  those  distant  provinces  to 

•Kent. 
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union  and  resistance.  In  1579»  by  the  celebrated  treaty  of  Utrecht,  they 
entered  into  a  league  for  their  mutual  defence,  and  that  treaty  was  always 
considered  as  the  bond  of  their  union,  and  the  foundation  of  their  republic. 
But  although  they  had  for  sometime  made  open  resistance  to  the  force  of 
Spain,  yet  it  was  not  till  the  26th  of  July,  1581,  a(\er  all  hopes  of  recon« 
ciliation  were  lost,  and  the  authority  of  Philip  had  been  for  some  time 
virtually  renounced,  that  the  confederated  provinces,  equally  distinguished 
for  their  forbearance  and  firmness,  solemnly  declared  themselves  inde- 
pendent states,  and  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  Spanish  crown.  It 
is  well  knowi)  that  Spain  continued  to  make  long  and  powerful  efforts  to 
reduce  them  to  obedience,  till  at  last,  exhausted  herself,  she  was  reluc- 
tantly* compelled  to  a  permanent  recognition  of  their  independence  at  tho 
treaty  of  Westphalia.  Similar  to  that  of  the  Netherlands  was  the  case  of 
Switzerland,  which  formerly  fell  under  the  dominion  of  the  German  em» 
pire,  acknowledging  the  counts  of  Hapsburg  for  her  protectors,  and  faith- 
fully preserving  her  allegiance  afler  that  family,  under  the  well-known> 
name  of  the  house  of  Austria,  succeeded  to  the  imperial  crown.  The- 
tyranny  of  the  imperial  bailiffs  became  insupportable,*  and  three  of  the- 
Swiss  cantons  threw  off  the  Austrian  yoke  in  the  year  1308,  and  confed- 
erated together  for  their  common  defence.  The  house  of  Austria  carried' 
on  an  implacable  war  against  them  for  more  than  a  century.  That  cele- 
brated confederacy,  which  originally  consisted  of  only  the  three  cantons- 
of  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Underwalden,  kept  continually  increasing  in  strength,, 
by  the  accession  of  other  cantons  from  conquest  or  alliance  ;  but  the  union 
of  the  thirteen  cantons  was  not  completed  for  two  centuries,  nor  was  their* 
independence  fully  and  finaUy  acknowledged  by  the  house  of  Austria,  till 
the  treaty  of  Westphalia,  in  1648.* 

To  return  to  the  history  of  our  own  government :  the  general  sentiment 
of  the  importance  of  the  union  appears  evident  in  all  the  early  proceedings 
of  Congress.  In  July,  1775,  a  year  before  the  declaration  of  independ- 
ence. Dr.  Franklin  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  a  sketch- 
of  articles  of  confederation  between  the  colonies,  to  continue  until  their 
reconciliation  with  Great  Britain,  and  in  failure  of  that  event,  to  be  per- 
petual. This  plan  appears  to  have  never  been  discussed  in  Congress.f 
But  during  the  time  that  the  declaration  of  independence  was  under  con- 
sideration, Congress  took  measures  for  the  formation  of  a  constitutional 
plan  of  union.  On  the  1 1th  of,  June,  1776,  it  was  resolved  that  a  committee 
should  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  digest  the  form  of  a  confederation  to  be 
entered  into  between  the  colonies ;  and  the  day  following  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  one  member  from  each  colony,  was  appointed,  to  perform  that  duty. 
Upon  the  report  of  this  committee,  which  was  laid  aside  on  the  20th  of 
August,  1776,  and  not  resumed  till  the  7th  of  April,  1777,  the  subject  was- 
from  time  to  time  debated,  until  the  15th  of  November,  1777,  when  a  copy 
*  Kent's  Historical  Lecture.      .       t  J*  Q-  Adams's  Jubilee  Discourse,  1839. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1498  HISTORICAL   SKETCH    OF   THE   AJIBRICAN   UNION. 

of  the  articles  of  confederation  being  made  out,  the  same  was  finally  agreed 
to.  Congress,  at  the  same  time,  directed  that  the  articles  should  be  pro- 
posed to  the  legislatures  of  all  the  United  Slates,  to  be  considered,  and,  if 
approved  of  by  them,  they  were  advised  to  authorize  their  delegates  to 
ratify  the  same  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  ;  which  being  done, 
the  same  should  become  conclusive.  On  the  29th  of  November  ensuing, 
a  committee  of  three  was  appointed,  to  procure  a  translation  of  the  articles 
to  be  made  into  the  French  language,  and  to  report  an  address  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Canada,  &c.  On  the  26th  of  June,  1778,  the  form  of  a  rati- 
fication of  the  articles  of  confederation  was  adopted,  and  it  was  ordered 
that  the  whole  should  be  engrossed  on  parchment,  with  a  view  that  the 
same  should  be  signed  by  the  delegates,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  furnished 
by  the  several  states.* 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1778,  the  articles  were  signed  by  the  delegates  of 
New  Hampshirof  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina.  The  delegates  from 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  informed  Congress  that  they  had 
not  yet  received  powers  to  ratify  and  sign.  North  Carolina  and  Georgia 
were  not  represented — and  the  ratification  of  New  York  was  conditional, 
that  all  the  other  states  should  ratify. 

The  delegates  from  North  Carolina  signed  the  articles  on  the  21st  of 
July,  1778 ;  those  of  Georgia  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month ;  those  of 
New  Jersey  on  the  26th  of  November,  1778  ;  those  of  Delaware  on  the 
'22d  of  February,  and  5th  of  May,  1779 ;  but  Maryland  held  out  to  the 
last,  and  positively  refused  the  rati6cation,  until  the  question  of  the  con- 
victing claims  of  the  Union  and  of  the  separate  states,  to  the  property  of 
the  crown-lands,  should  be  adjusted.  This  was  finally  accomplished  by 
•cessions  from  the  claiming  states  to  the  United  States,  of  the  unsettled 
lands,  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  Union. 

The  cessions  of  the  claiming  states  of  the  crown-lands  to  the  Union, 
originated  ^he  territorial  system,  and,  eventually,  in  the  ordinance  for  the 
government  of  the  Northwestern  territory  (passed  by  Congress  in  July, 
1786).  It  also  removed  the  insuperable  objection  of  the  state  of  Maryland 
to  the  articles  of  confederation ;  and  her  delegates  signed  them  on  the  Ist 
of  March,  1781,  four  years  and  four  months  after  they  had  been  submitted 
hy  Congress  to  the  sovereign  states,  with  a  solemn  averment  that  they 
-could  no  longer  be  deferred ;  that  they  seemed  essential  to  the  very  exist- 
ence of  the  Union  as  a  free  people  -,  and  that,  without  them,  they  might  bo 
•constrained  to  bid  adieu  to  independence,  to  liberty,  and  safety.f 

The  confederation  being  thus  finally  complete,  by  the  ratification  of  the 
delegates  from  Maryland,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1781,  the  event  was  joy- 
Tally  announced  by  Congress,  and,  on  the  2d  of  March,  that  body  assem- 
bled under  the  new  powers.^ 

*  Force's  National  Calendar,  1830.  -  f  Adamses  Jubilee  Discourae. 

t  For  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  see  Vol.  I.,  pages  1-7,  of  this  work. 
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It  will  be  observed,  that  the  term  of  the  continental  Congress  is  properly 
divided  into  two  periods,  namely :  the  first  extending  from  the  first  meet- 
ing, on  the  4th  of  September,  1774,  until  the  ratification  of  the  confedera- 
tion, on  the  1st  of  March,  1781 ;  the  second,  from  the  1st  of  March,  1781, 
until  the  organization  of  the  government  under  the  constitution,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1789.  The  first  period  may  be  called  that  of  "  the  revolutionary 
national  government ;"  the  second  was  that  of  **  the  confederation." 

The  question  naturally  presents  itself,  if  the  declaration  is  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a  national  act,  in  what  manner  did  the  colonies  become  a  nation, 
and  in  what  manner  did  Congress  become  possessed  of  this  national  pow- 
er ?  The  true  answer  must  be,  that  as  soon  as  Congress  assumed  powers 
and  passed  measures,  which  were  in  their  nature  national,  to  that  extent 
the  people,  from  whose  acquiescence  and  consent  they  took  efiect,  must 
be  considered  as  agreeing  to  form  a  nation.  The  Congress  of  1774,  look- 
ing at  the  general  terms  of  the  commissions  under  which  the  delegates 
were  appointed,  seem  to  have  possessed  the  power  of  concerting  such 
measures  as  they  deemed  best  to  redress  the  grievances,  and  preserve  the 
rights  and  liberties,  of  all  the  colonies.  The  Congress  of  1775  and  1776 
were  clothed  with  more  ample  powers,  and  the  language  of  their  commis- 
sions generally  was  sufficiently  broad  to  embrace  the  right  to  pass  meas- 
ures of  a  national  character  and  obligation.  The  Congress  of  1775  ac- 
cordingly assumed  at  once  the  exercise  of  some  of  the  highest  functions 
of  sovereignty.  They  took  measures  for  national  defence  and  resistance ; 
they  followed  up  the  prohibitions  upon  trade  and  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain ;  they  raised  a  national  army  and  navy,  and  authorized  limited  na- 
tional hostilities  against  Great  Britain ;  they  raised  money,  emitted  bills 
of  credit,  and  contracted  debts  upon  national  account ;  they  established  a 
national  postoffice ;  and,  finally,  they  authorized  captures  and  condemna- 
tion of  prizes  in  prize  courts,  with  a  reserve  of  appellate  jurisdiction  to 
themselves. 

The  same  body,  in  1776,  took  bolder  steps,  and  exerted  powers  which 
could  in  no  other  manner  be  justified  or  accounted  for,  than  upon  the  sup- 
position that  a  national  union  for  national  purposes  already  existed,  and 
that  the  Congress  was  invested  with  sovereign  power  over  all  the  colonies, 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  common  rights  and  liberties  of  all.  The 
validity  of  these  acts  was  never  doubted  or  denied  by  the  people.  On  the 
contrary,  they  became  the  foundation  upon  which  the  superstructure  of  the 
liberties  and  independence  of  the  United  States  has  been  erected. 

From  the  moment  of  the  declaration  of  independence,  if  not  for  most 
purposes  at  an  antecedent  period,  the  united  colonies  must  be  considered 
as  being  a  nation  de  facto,  having  a  general  government  over  it,  created 
and  acting  by  the  general  consent  of  the  people  of  the  colonies.  The 
powers  of  that  government  were  not,  and  indeed  could  not  be,  well  de- 
fined.    But  stOl  its  exclusive  sovereignty,  in  many  cases,  was  firmly  es 
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tablished ;  and  its  controlling  power  over  the  states  was  in  most,  if  not  in 
all  national  measures,  universally  admitted.  ^The  articles  of  confederation 
were  not  ratified  so  as  to  become  obligatory  upon  all  the  states,  until 
March,  1781.  In  the  intermediate  time.  Congress  continued  to  exercise 
the  powers  of  a  general  government,  whose  acts  were  binding  on  all  the 
states.  In  respect  to  foreign  governments,  we  were  politically  known  as 
the  United  States  only ;  and  it  was  in  our  national  capacity,  as  such,  that 
we  sent  and  received  ambassadors,  entered  into  treaties  and  alliances,  and 
were  admitted  into  the  general  community  of  nations,  who  might  exercise 
the  right  of  belligerents,  and  claim  an  equality  of  sovereign  powers  and 
prerogatives.* 

The  continental  congress,  upon  trial,  soon  found  that  the  powers  de* 
rived  from  the  articles  of  confederation  were  inadequate  to  the  legitimate 
objects  of  an  effective  national  government.'  Defects  were  more  panicn* 
larly  manifest,  whenever  it  became  necessary  to  legislate  upon  the  subject 
of  commerce  and  that  of  taxes ;  and  it  was  at  length  indispensably  neces- 
sary (o  amend  the  articles  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  authority  and  force  to 
the  national  will  in  matters  of  trade  and  revenue.  This  was  from  time  to 
time  attempted,  until  the  present  constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
adopted.  The  most  important  movements  in  Congress  showing  the  prog- 
ress of  constitutional  legislation,  were  on  the  3d  of  February,  1781,  April 
18,  1783,  April  26,  1783,  April  30,  1784,  March  3,  1786,  September  29, 
1786,  and  October  23,  1786.t 

Peace  came  (in  1783).  The  heroic  leader  of  the  revolutionary  armies 
surrendered  his  commission.  The  armies  were  disbanded,  but  they  were 
not  paid.  Mutiny  was  suppressed  ;  but  not  until  Congress  had  been  sur- 
rounded by  armed  men,  demanding  justice,  and  appealed  in  vain  for  pro- 
tection to  the  sovereign  state  within  whose  jurisdiction  they  were  sitting. 
A  single  frigate,  the  remnant  of  a  gallant  navy,  which  had  richly  shared 
the  glories,  and  deeply  suffered  the  calamities  of  the  war,  was  dismantled 
and  sold.  The  expenses  of  the  nation  were  reduced  to  the  minimum  of  a 
peace  establishment,  and  yet  the  nation  was  not  relieved.  The  nation 
wanted  a  government  founded  on  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence— a  government  constituted  by  the  people. 

In  the  congress  of  the  confederation,  the  master-minds  of  James  Madi- 
son and  Alexander  Hamilton  were  constantly  engaged  through  the  closing 
years  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  those  of  peace  which  immediately 
succeeded.  That  of  John  Jay  was  associated  with  them  shortly  after  the 
peace,  in  the  capacity  of  secretary  to  the  congress  for  foreign  affairs. 
The  incompetency  of  the  articles  of  confederation  for  the  management  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Union  at  home  and  abroad,  was  demonstrated  to  them  by 
the  painful  and  mortifying  experience  of  every  day.  Washington,  though 
ip  retirement,  was  brooding  over  the  cruel  injustice  suffered  by  his  asso- 
*  Story's  Commentaries.  f  Force's  Calendar,  1880. 
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ciates  in  anns,  the  warriors  of  the  revolution ;  over  the  prostration  of  the 
public  credit  and  the  faith  of  the  nation,  in  the  neglect  to  provide  for  the 
payment  even  of  the  interest  upon  the  public  debt ;  over  the  disappointed 
hopes  of  the  friends  of  freedom ;  in  the  language  of  the  address  from  Con« 
gress  to  the  states,  of  the  18th  of  April,  1783 — "  the  pride  and  boast  of 
America,  that  the  rights  for  Irhich  she  contended  were  the  rights  of  human 
nature." 

At  his  residence  of  Mount  Vernon,  in  March,  1785,  the  first  idea  was 
started  of  a  revisal  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  by  an  organization  of 
means  differing  from  that  of  a  compact  between  the  state  legislatures  and 
their  own  delegates  in  Congress.  A  convention  of  delegates  from  the  state 
legislatures,  independent  of  the  Congress  itself,  was  the  expedient  which 
presented  itself  for  effecting  the  purpose,  and  an  augmentation  of  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress  for  the  regulation  of  commerce,  as  the  object  for  which 
this  assembly  was  to  be  convened.  In  January,  1786,  the  proposal  was 
made  and  adopted  in  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  and  communicated  to  th« 
other  state  legislatures. 

The  convention  was  held  at  Annapolis,  in  September  of  that  year.  It 
was  attended  by  delegates  from  only  five  of  the  central  states,  who,  on 
comparing  their  restricted  powers  with  the  glaring  and  universally-ac- 
knowledged defects  of  the  confederation,  reported  only  a  recommendation 
for  the  assemblage  of  another  convention  of  delegates  to  meet  at  Philadel-  - 
phia  in  May,  ^787,  from  all  the  states,  and  with  enlarged  powers. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  was  the  work  of  this  coni^ention. 
But  in  its  construction,  the  convention  immediately  perceived  that  they 
must  retrace  their  steps,  and  fall  back  from  a  league  of  friendship  between 
sovereign  states,  to  the  constituent  sovereignty  of  the  peoph — from  power 
to  right — from  the  irresponsible  despotism  of  state  sovereignty,  to  the  self- 
evident  truths  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  From  the  day  of  that 
declaration,  the  constituent  power  of  the  people  had  never  been  called 
into  action.  A  confederacy  had  been  substituted  in  the  place  of  a  govern- 
ment, and  state  sovereignty  had  usurped  the  constituent  sovereignty  of  the 
people. 

The  convention  assembled  at  Philadelphia  had  themselves  no  direct 
authority  from  the  people.  Their  authority  was  all  derived  from  the  state 
legislatures.  But  they  had  the  articles  of  confederation  before  them,  and 
they  saw  and  felt  the  wretched  condition  into  which  they  had  brought  the 
whole  people,  and  that  the  Union  itself  was  in  the  agonies  of  death.  They 
soon  perceived  that  the  indispensably-needed  powers  were  such  as  no 
state  government ;  no  combination  of  them  was,  by  the  principles  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  competent  to  bestow.  They  could  emanate 
only  from  the  people.  A  highly  respectable  portion  of  the  assembly,  still 
clinging  to  the  confederacy  of  states,  proposed,  as  a  substitute  for  the  con- 
stitution, a  mere  revival  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  with  a  CTant  of 
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additional  powers  to  the  Congress.  Their  plan  was  respectfally  and  thor- 
oughly discussed ;  but  the  want  of  a  government,  and  of  the  sanction  of 
the  people  to  the  delegation  o(  powers,  happily  prevailed.  A  (institution 
for  the  people,  and  the  distribution  of  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
powers,  was  prepared.  It  announced  itself  as  the  work  of  the  peofde 
themselves ;  and  as  this  was  unquestionably  a  power  assumed  by  the  con- 
vention, not  delegated  to  them  by  the  people,  they  religiously  confined  it 
to  a  simple  power  to  propose,  and  carefully  provided  that  it  should  be  no 
more  than  a  proposal,  until  sanctioned  by  the  confederation  Congress,  by 
tho  state  legislatures,  and  by  the  people  of  the  several  states,  in  conven- 
tions specially  assembled,  by  authority  of  their  legislatures,  for  the  single 
purpose  of  examining  and  passing  upon  it. 

And  thus  was  consummated  the  work,  commenced  by  the  Declaration 
of  Independence ;  a  work  in  which  the  people  of  th<)  North  American 
Union,  acting  under  the  deepest  sense  of  responsibility  to  the  Supreme 
Ruler  of  the  universe,  had  achieved  the  most  transcendent  act  of  power 
that  social  man,  in  his  mortal  condition,  can  perform ;  even  that  of  dis- 
solving the  ties  of  allegiance  by  which  he  is  bound  to  his  country — of  re- 
nouncing that  country  itself— of  demolishing  its  government,  of  instituting 
another  government,  and  of  making  for  himself  another  country  in  its 
stead. 

The  revolution  itself  was  a  work  of  thirteen  years — and  had  never  been 
completed  until  that  day  (when  Washington  was  inaugurated,  on  the  30th 
of  April,  1789).  The  Declariytioa  of  Independence  and  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  are  parts  of  one  consistent  whole,  founded  upon  one 
and  the  same  theory  of  government,  then  new,  not  as  a  theory,  for  it  had 
been  working  itself  into  the  mind  of  man  for  many  ages,  and  been  espe- 
cially expounded  in  the  writings  of  Locke,  but  had  never  before  been 
adopted  by  a  great  nation  in  practice.* 


Proceedings  of  commissioners  from  certain  states,  assembled  at  Annapolis, 
in  September,  1786,  to  consider  on  the  best  means  of  remedying  the  defects 
of  the  federal  government. 

Annapolis,  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  September  II,  1786. — At  a  meeting 
of  commissioners  from  the  states  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  and  Virginia :  present,  New  York :  Alexander  Hamilton,  Eg- 
bert Benson  ;  New  Jersey:  Abraham  Clark,  William  C.  Houston,  James 
Schureman  ;  Pennsylvania :  Tench  Coxe  ;  Delaware :  George  Read,  John 
Dickinson,  Richard  Basset ;  Virginia :  Edmund  Randolph,  James  Madi- 
son, jr..  Saint  George  Tucker. 

Mr.  Dickins.on  was  unanimously  elected  chairman.    The  commissioners 

produced  their  credentials  from  their  respective  states,  which  were  read. 

After  a  full  communication  of  sentiments,  and  deliberate  consideration  of 

what  would  be  proper  to  be  done  by  the  commissioners  now  assembled 

*  Adams's  Jubiise  Discourse. 
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it  was  unanimously  agreed,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
draught  of  a  report  to  be  made  to  the  states  having  commissioners  attend- 
ing at  this  meeting.     Adjourned  till  Wednesday  morning. 

Wednesday  J  Sept.  13. — Met  agreeable  to  adjournment.  The  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose  reported  the  draught  of  the  report,  which  being 
read,  the  meeting  proceeded  to  the  consideration  thereof,  and  aAer  some 
time  spent  therein,  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  Sept.  14. — Met  agreeable  to  adjournment.  The  meeting  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  draught  of  the  report,  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  and  amendments  made,  the  same  was  unanimously  agreed  to, 
and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : — 

To  the  honorable  the  legislatures  of  Virginia^  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  New 
Jersey,  and  New  York,  the  commissioners  from  the  said  states,  respec- 
tively,  <issemhled  at  Annapolis,  humbly  beg  leave  to  report : — 

That,  pursuant  to  their  several  appointments,  they  met  at  Annapolis,  in 
the  state  of  Maryland,  on  the  11th  day  of  September,  instant,  and  having 
proceeded  to  a  communication  of  their  powers,  they  fouAd  that  the  states 
of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  had,  in  substance,  and  nearly 
in  the  same  terms,  authorized  their  respective  commissioners  '*  to  meet 
such  commissioners  as  were  or  might  be  appointed  by  the  other  states  in 
the  union,  at  such  time  and  place  as  should  be  agreed  upon  by  the  said 
commissioners,  to  take  into  consideration  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  to  consider  how  far  a  uniform  system  in  their  commer- 
cial intercourse  and  regulations,  might  be  necessary  to  their  common  in- 
terest and  permanent  harmony,  and  to  report  to  the  several  states  such  an 
act  relative  to  this  great  object,  as,  when  unanimously  ratified  by  them, 
would  enable  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  effectually  to  pro- 
vide for  the  same." 

That  the  state  of  Delaware  had  given  similar  powers  to  their  commis- 
sioners, with  this  difference  only,  that  the  act  to  be  framed  in  virtue  of 
these  powers,  is  required  to  b^  reported  "  to  the  United  States,  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  to  be  agreed  to  by  them,  and  confirmed  by  the  legisla- 
tures of  every  state." 

That  the  state  of  New  Jersey  had  enlarged  the  object  of  their  appoint- 
ment, empowering  their  commissioners  "  to  consider  how  far  a  uniform 
system  in  their  commercial  regulations,  and  otiter  important  matters^  might 
be  necessary  to  the  common  interest  and  permanent  harmony  of  the  sev- 
eral states  ;"  and  to  report  such  an  act  on  the  subject,  as,  when  ratified  by 
them,  "  would  enable  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  the  Union." 

That  appointments  of  commissioners  have  also  been  made  by  the  states 
of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  North  Carolina,, 
none  of  whom,  however,  have  attended  ;  but  that  no  information  has  been 
received  by  your  commissioners  of  any  appointment  having  been  madft 
by  the  states  of  Connecticut,  Maryland,  South  Carolina,  or  Georgia. 

That  the  express  terms  of  the  powers  to  your  commissioners  supposing; 
a  deputation  from  all  the  state's,  and  having  for  object  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  your  commissioners  did  not  conceive  it  advi-> 
sable  to  proceed  on  the  business  of  their  mission  under  the  circumstances^ 
of  so  partial  and  defective  a  representation. 

Deeply  impressed,  however,  with  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  ^\^ 
object  confided  to  them  on  this  occasion,  your  commissioners  can  not  for- 
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bear  to  indulge  an  expression  of  their  earnest  and  unanimous  wish,  thai 
speedy  measures  may  be  taken  to  effect  a  general  meeting  of  the  states, 
in  a  future  convention,  for  the  same  and  such  other  purposes  as  the  situa- 
tion of  public  affairs  may  be  found'  to  require. 

If,  in  expressing  this  wish,  or  in  intimating  any  other  sentiment,  your 
commissioners  should  seem  to  exceed  the  strict  bounds  of  their  appoints  ' 
ment,  they  entertain  a  full  confidence,  that  a  conduct  dictated  by  an  anxiety 
for  the  welfare  of  the  United  States,  will  not  fail  to  receive  an  indulgent 
construction. 

In  this  persuasion,  your  commissioners  submit  an  opinion,  that  the  idea 
of  extending  the  powers  of  their  deputies  to  other  objects  than  those  of 
commerce,  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  was  an 
improvement  on  the  original  plan,  and  will  deserve  to  be  incorporated  into 
that  of  a  future  convention.  They  are  the  more  naturally  led  to  this  con- 
clusion, as,  in  the  course  of  their  reflections  on  the  subject,  they  have 
been  induced  to  think  that  the  power  of  regulating  ^ade  is  of  such  com- 
prehensive extent,  and  will  enter  so  far  into  the  general  system  of  the  fed- 
eral government,  that  to  give  it  eflicacy,  and  to  obviate  questions  and 
doubts  concerning  its  precise  nature  and  limits,  may  require  a  correspon- 
dent adjustment  of  other  parts  of  the  federal  system. 

That  there  are  important  defects  in  the  system  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, is  acknowledged  by  the  acts  of  all  those  states  which  have  concur- 
red in  the  present  meeting  ;  that  the  defects,  upon  a  closer  examination, 
may  be  found  greater  and  more  numerous  than  even  these  acts  imply,  is  at 
least  so  far  probable,  from  the  embarrassments  which  characterize  the 
present  state  of  our  national  affairS)  foreign  and  domestic,  as  may  reason- 
ably be  supposed  to  merit  a  deliberate  and  candid  discussion,  in  some 
mode  which  will  unite  the  sentiments  and  councils  of  all  the  states.  In 
the  choice  of  the  mode,  your  commissioners  are  of  opinion,  that  a  con- 
vention of  deputies  from  the  different  states,  for  the  special  and  sole  pur- 
pose of  entering  into  this  investigation,  and  digesting  a  plan  for  suppljring 
such  defects  as  may  be  discovered  to  exJBt,  will  be  entitled  to  a  prefer- 
ence, from  considerations  which  will  occur  without  being  particularized. 

Your  commissioners  decline  an  enumeration  of  those  national  circum- 
stances on  which  their  opinion  respecting  the  propriety  of  a  future  con- 
vention, with  more  enlarged  powers,  is  founded ;  as  it  would  be  a  useless 
intrusion  of  facts  and  observations,  most  of  which  have  been  frequently  the 
subject  of  public  discussion,  and  nbne  of  which  can  have  escaped  the 
penetration  of  those  to  whom  they  would,  in  this  instance,  be  addressed. 
They  are,  however,  of  a  nature  so  serious,  as,  in  the  view  of  your  com- 
missioners, to  render  the  situation  of  the  United  States  delicate  and  criti- 
cal, calling  for  an  exertion  of  the  united  virtue  and  wisdom  of  all  the 
members  of  the  confederacy. 

Under  this  impression,  your  commissioners,  with  the  most  respectful 
deference,  beg  leave  to  suggest  their  unanimous  conviction,  that  it  may 
essentially  tend  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Union,  if  the  states,  bj 
whom  they  have  been  respectively  delegated,  would  themselves  concur, 
and  use  their  endeavors  to  procure  the  concurrence  of  the  other  states,  ia 
the  appointment  of  commissioners,  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  second 
Monday  in  May  next,  to  take  into  consideration  the  situation  of  the  United 
States,  to  devise  such  further  provisions  as  shall  appear  to  them  necessaiy 
Co  render  the  constitution  of  the  federal  government  adequate  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  Union  ;  and  to  report  such  an  act  for  that  purpose,  to  Una 
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United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  as,  when  agreed  to  by  tbem,  and 
afterward  confirmed  by  the  legislatures  of  every  state,  will  effectually  pro- 
vide for  the  same. 

Though  your  commissioners  could  not,  with  propriety,  address  these 
observations  and  sentiments  to  any  hut  the  states  they  have  the  honor  to 
represent,  they  have  nevertheless  concluded,  from  motives  of  respect,  to 
transmit  copies  of  this  report  to  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled, 
and  to  the  executives  of  the  other  states. 

By  order  of.  the  commissioners. 

Bated  at  Annapolis^  September  14th,  1786. 


In  Congress,  Wednesday,  February  21,  1787. — The  report  of  a  grand 
committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Dane,  Varnum,  S.  M.  Mitchell,  Smith, 
Cadwallader,  Irvine,  N.  Mitchell,  Forrest,  Grayson,  Blount,  Bull,  and 
Few,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  14th  September,  1786,  fron» 
J.  Dickinson,  written  at  the  request  of  commissioners  from  the  states 
of  Virginia,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  New  York,  as- 
sembled at  the  city  of  Anaapolis,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  , 
said  commissioners  to  the  legislatures  of  the  states  by  whom  they  were 
appointed,  being  an  order  of  the  day,  was  called  up,  and  which  is  con* 
tained  in  the  following  resolution,  viz. : — 

Congress  having  had  under  consideration  the  letter  of  John  Dickinson,. 
Esq.,  chairman  of  the  commissioners  who  assembled  at  Annapolis,  du- 
ring the  last  year ;  also  the  proceedings  of  the  said  commissioners,  and 
entirely  coinciding  with  them,  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, and  the  necessity  of  devising  such  further  provisions  as  shall  render 
the  same  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Union,  do  strongly  recommend 
to  the  difTerent  legislatures  to  send  forward  delegates,  to  meet  the  proposed 
convention,  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  next,  at  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  delegates  for  the  state  of  New  York  thereupon  laid  before  Con- 
gress instructions  which  they  had  received  from  their  constituents,  and  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  instructions,  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  report,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following  proposition,  viz. : — 
*'  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  states  composing  the  Union,  that  a  con- 

yention  of  representatives  from  the  said  states  respectively,  be  held  at , 

on ,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
petual union  between  the  United  Slates  of  America,  and  reporting  to  the 
United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  and  to  the  states  respectively,  such 
alterations  and  amendments  of  the  said  articles  of  confederation,  as  the 
representatives,  met  in  such  convention,  shall  judge  proper  and  necessary 
to  render  them  adequate  to  the  preservation*  and  support  of  the  Union." 

On  the  question  to  postpone,  for  the  purpose  abovementioned,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  the  delegates  for  New  York,  the  question  was 
lost  by  the  following  vote,  three  states  only  voting  in  the  affirmative.    The 
names  of  the  members  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  in  italic. 
Massachusetts :  Messrs.  King,  Dane ;  Connecticut :  Messrs.  Johnson^  S. 
Mitchell;  New  York,  Messrs.  Smith,  Benson;  New  Jersey:  Messrs. 
Cadwallader,  Clafk,  Schureman  ;  Pennsylvania :  Messrs.  Irvine,  Mere- 
dith, Bingham  ;  Delaware  :  Mr.  N.  Mitchell ;  Maryland :  Mr.  Forrest ;. 
Virginia:    Messrs.    Grayson,    Madison;    North    Carolina:    Messrs* 
Blount,  Hawkins ;  South  Carolina :  Messrs.  Bull,  Kean,  Huger,  Paxw 
ker;  Georgia:  Messrs.  Few,  Pierce. 
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A  motion  was  then  made  by  the  delegrates  for  Massaclrasetts,  to  potl- 
pone  the  further  consideration  of  the  report,  in  order  to  take  into  con* 
sideration  a  motion  which  they  read  in  their  place ;  this  being  agreed  to, 
the  motion  of  the  delegates  for  Massachusetts  was  taken  up,  and  being 
amended  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  :— 

^*  Whereas,  there  is  provision  in  the  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
petual union,  for  making  alterations  therein,  by  the  assent  of  a  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  legislatures  of  the  seyeral  states ;  and 
whereas,  experience  hath  evinced  that  there  are  defects  in  the  present 
confederation,  as  a  mean  to  remedy  which,  several  of  the  states,  and  par- 
ticularly the  state  of  New  York,  by  express  instructions  to  their  delegates 
in  Congress,  have  suggested  a  convention  for  the  purposes  expressed  in 
the  following  resolution ;  and  such  convention  appearing  to  be  the  most 
probable  means  of  establishing,  in  these  states,  a  firm  national  government: 

**  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  it  is  expedient  that,  on  the 
second  Monday  in  May  next,  a  convention  of  delegates  who  shall  have 
been  appointed  by  the  several  states,  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  for  the  sole 
and  express  purpose  of  revising  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  reporting 
to  Congress,  and  the  several  legislatures,  such  alteration  and  provisions 
therein,  as  shall,  when  agreed  to  in  Congress,  and  confirmed  by  the  states, 
render  the  federal  constitution  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  govern* 
iment,  and  the  preservation  of  the  Union." 

In  compliance  with  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  delegates  were 
chosen  in  the  several  states,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  articles  of*  con- 
federation, who  assembled  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  second  Monday  in  May, 
1787.  General  Washington  was  chosen  president  of  the  convention. 
On  the  17th  of  September,  1787,  the  convention  having  agreed  upon  the 
several  articles  of  the  federal  constitution,  it  was  adopted  and  signed  by 
'  all  the  members  present. 

On  Friday,  the  28th  of  September,  1787,  the  Congress  having  received 
the  report  of  the  convention,  with  the  constitution,  recommended  for  rati- 
fication by  the  several  states,  and  by  Congress,  adopted  the  following  res- 
'Olulion  : — 

"  Resolved,  uncmimausly.  That  the  said  report,  with  the  resolutions  and 
letters  accompanying  the  same,  be  transmitted  to  the  several  legislattires, 
in  order  to  be  submitted  to  a  convention  of  delegates  chosen  in  each  state 
by  the  people  thereof,  in  conformity  to  the  resolves  of  the  convention, 
made  and  provided  in  that  case." 

The  constitution  having  been  ratified  by  the  number  of  states  required, 
the  following  proceedings  took  place  in  the  old  Congress,  preparatory  to 
•organizing  the  new  government. 

Saturday,  September,  13, 1788. — On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  follow- 
ing proposition,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  unanimous  votes 
•  of  nine  states,  viz.,  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia. 
"  Whereas,  the  convention  assembled  in  Philadelphia,  pursuant  to  the 
resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  2 1st  of  February,  1787,  did,  on  the  17ih  of 
September,  in  the  same  year,  report  to  the  United  States,  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, a  constitution  for  the  people  of  the  United  States  ;  whereupon. 
Congress,  on  the  28th  of  the  same  September,  did  resolve  unanimously, 
*  that  the  said  report,  with  the  resolutions  and  letter  accompanying  the 
same,  be  transmitted  to  the  several  legislatures,  in  order  to  be  submiiu^d  ta 
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a  conTention  of  delegates,  chosen  in  each  state  hy  the  people  thereof,  in 
conformity  to  the  resolves  of  the  convention,  made  and  provided  in  that 
case ;'  and  whereas  the  constitution  so  reported  hy  the  convention,  and  hy 
Congress  transmitted  to  the  several  legislatures,  has  been  ratified  in  the 
manner  therein  declared  to  be  sufficient  for  th«  establishment  of  the  same, 
and  such  ratifications,  duly  authenticated,  have  been  received  by  Congress, 
and  are  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretaiy,  therefore — 

**  Resolved,  That  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  next  be  the  day  for 
appointing  electors  in  the  several  states  which  before  the  said  day  shall 
have  ratified  the  said  constitution  ;  that  the  first  Wednesday  in  February 
next  be  the  day  for  the  electors  to  assemble  in  their  respective  states,  and 
vote  for  a  president ;  and  that  the  first  Wednesday  in  March  next  be  the 
time,  and  the  present  seat  of  Congress  [New  York]  the  place,  for  com- 
mencing proceedings  under  the  said  constitution." 


Delegates  to  the  Convention  which  met  at  Philadelphia^  in  May,  1787,  to 
frame  a  new  Constitution, 

New  Hampshire,  on  the  27th  of  June,  1787,  appointed  John  Langdon,  John  Pick- 
ering, Nicholas  Gilman,  and  Benjamin  West. 

Massachusetts,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1787,  appointed  Francis  Dana,  Elbridge  Geary, 
Nathaniel  Gorham,  Rufus  King,  and  Caleb  Strong. 

Connecticut,  on  the  second  Thursday  of  May,  1786,  appointed  William  Samnel 
Johpson,  Roger  Sherman,  and  Oliver  Ellsworth. 

New  York,  on  the  6th  of  March,  1787,  appointed  Robert  Yates,  John  Lansing,  jr.y 
and  Alexander  Hamilton. 

New  Jersey,  on  the  23d  of  November,  1780,  appointed  David  Brcarly,  William 
Churchill  Houston,  W^illiam  Paterson,  and  John  Neilson ;  and  on  the  8th  of  May, 
1787,  added  William  Livingston  and  Abraham  Clark ;  and  on  the  5th  of  June,  1787, 
added  Jonathan  Dayton. 

Pennsylvania,  on  the  30th  of  December,  1786,  appointed  Thomas  Mifflin,  Robert 
Morris,  George  Clymer,  Jared  IngcrsoU,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  James  Wilson,  and 
Governeur  Morris ;  and  on  the  28th  of  March,  1787,  added  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Delaware,  on  the  3d  of  February,  1787,  appointed  George  Read,  Gunning  Bedford, 
jr.,  John  Dickinson,  Richard  Bassett,  and  Jacob  Broom. 

Maryland,  on  the  26th  of  May,  1787,  appointed  James  M'Henry,  Daniel  of  St. 
Thomas  Jenifer,  Daniel  Carroll,  John  Francis  Mercer,  and  Luther  Martin. 

Virginia,  on  the  16th  of  October,  1786,  appointed  George  Washington,  Patrick 
Henry,  Edmund  Randolph,  John  Blair,  James  Madison,  jr.,  George  Mason,  and 
George  Wythe.  Patrick  Henry  having  declined  his  appointment  as  deputy,  James 
M'Clurg  was  nominated  to  supply  his  place. 

North  Carolina,  in  January,  1787,  elected  Richard  Caswell,  Alexander  Jtfartin, 
William  Richardson  Davie,  Richaird  Dobbs  Spaight,  and  Willie  Jones.  Richard  Cas- 
well having  resigned,  William  Blount  was  appointed  a  deputy  in  his  place.  Willie 
Jones  having  also  declined  his  appointment,  was  supplied  by  Hugh  Williamson. 

South  Carolina,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1787,  appointed  John  Rutledge,  Charles 
Pinckney,  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney,  and  Pierce  Butler. 

Georgia,  on  the  10th  of  February,  1787,  appointed  William  Few,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, William  Pierce,  George  Walton,  William  Houston,  and  Nathaniel  Pendleton. 


Dates  of  ike  Ratification  of  the  Constitution  hy  the  Thirteen  Old  Statos. 


Delaware December. .  .7, 1787 

Pennsylvania December.  .12, 1787 

New  Jersey December..  18, 1787 

Georgia January. . .  .2, 1788 

Connecticut January. ...  9, 1788 

Massachusetts. . .  .February. .  .6, 1788 
Maryland April 28, 1788 


South  Carolina. . . . May 23, 1788 

New  Hampshire...  .June 21, 1788 

Vii^inia June 26, 1788 

New  York July 26, 1788 

North  Carolina. . . .November 21, 1789 
Rhode  Island May 29, 17^0 
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States  since  admitted  into  the  Union  by  acts  of  Congress. 


Vennont March 4,1791 

Kentucky June 1, 1792 

Tennessee Jnne 1,1 796 

Ohio Febraaiy . .  19, 1803 

Louisiana April 8, 1812 

Indiana December.  .11, 1816 

Mississippi December.  .10, 18i7 

Dlinois December... .3, 1818 


Alabama December  14, 1819 

Maine March.  ...15, 1820 

Missouri August...  10, 1821 

Aricansas June 14, 1836 

Michigan January .  .26, 1837 

Florida March  ...  .3,  1845 

Texas December.24, 1 845 

Iowa,  1846  Wisconsin,  1848 
California,  Sept.  9,  1850 


COWKECTICUT. 

William  Pitkin, 
Roger  Wolcott, 
Elisha  Williams. 

Rhode  Island. 

Stephen  Hopkins, 
Martin  Howard. 

Pekkstlvania. 

John  Penn, 
Benjamin  Franklin, 
Richard  Peters, 
Isaac  Norris. 

Maryland. 

Benjamin  Tasker, 
Abraham  Barnes. 


CONGRESS  AT  ALBANY,  1754. 
The  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  at  Albany,  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  was  the  14th  of  June,  1754,  but  they  did  not  as- 
semble until  the  1 9th  of  June,  when  it  was  found  that  seven  colonies  were 
represented,  viz : — 

New  Yobjt. 
James  Delancy, 
Joseph  Murray, 
William  Johnson, 
John  Chambers, 
William  Smith. 

Massachusetti. 

Samuel  Welles, 
John  Chandler, 
Thomas  Hutchinson. 
Oliver  Partridge, 
John  Worthington. 

New  Hampshire. 
Theodore  Atkinson, 
Richard  Wibird, 
Meshech  Weare, 
Henry  Sherburne. 

The  whole  number  of  commissioners  appointed  was  twenty-five,  who 
all  attended,  as  above  named.  Virginia  and  New  Jersey,  though  ex- 
pressly invited,  did  not  attend. 

Having  completed  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  the  commissioners  took 
up  the  subject  of  a  plan  of  union.  A  committee,  consisting  of  one  mem- 
ber from  each  colony,  was  appointed  to  draw  a  plan,  viz. :  Messrs.  Hutch- 
inson of  Massachusetts,  Atkinson  of  New  Hampshire,  Pitkin  of  Con- 
necticut, Hopkins  of  Rhode  Island,  Smith  of  New  York,  Franklin  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Tasker  of  Maryland. 

Several  plans  were  proposed,  but  an  outline  presented  by  Dr.  Franklin, 
before  he  arrived  in  Albany,  was  preferred  by  the  committee,  and  reported 
to  the  Congress  on  the  28th  of  June.  The  debates  on  the  various  topics 
embraQcd  in  the  plan  of  union  continued  for  twelve  days,  when  the  one 
reported,  substantially  as  drawn  by  Doctor  Franklin,  was  adopted ;  and 
the  Congress,  adjourned  on  the  11th  of  July.  This  scheme  of  general 
government  received  the  assent  of  all  the  commissioners,  Except  those 
from  Connecticut.  Indeed,  Governor  Hutchinson,  in  his  history  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, says  the  vote  was  unanimous  in  the  Congress ;  but  this  is  con- 
tradioted 'by  the  Connecticut  historians.    It  was,  however^  J)e^fiio 
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force  unless  confirmed  by  the  several  colonial  assemblies — and  not  one  of 
them,  when  the  report  was  made  by  their  delegates,  inclined  to  part  with 
so  great  a  share  of  power  as  was  to  be  given  to  this  general  government. 
The  plan  met  with  no  better  fate  in  England,  where  it  was  laid  before  the 
king  and  the  board  of  trade.  Doctor  Franklin  says  :  "The  colonial  as- 
semblies all  thought  there  was  too  much  prerogative  in  it,  and  in  England 
it  was  thought  to  have  too  much  of  the  democratic  in  it."  Considering 
the  rejection  by  the  two  parties,  for  opposite  reasons,  it  was  Franklin's 
opinion,  thirty  years  afterward,  that  his  plan  was  near  the'  true  medium. 
It  is  remarkable  how  nearly  the  basis  approaches  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.* 


CONGRESS  AT  NEW  YORK,  1766. 
The  proposal  for  holding  a  congress  of  delegates  from  the  respective 
colonies,  in  consequence  of  the  passage  of  the  stamp  act  and  other  op- 
pressive measures  of  the  British  parliament,  was  made  by  the  correspond- 
ing committee  of  the  New  York  assembly  (appointed  in  October,  1764), 
and  was  repeatedly  agitated  in  the  different  colonial  legislatures.  In  June, 
1765,  the  popular  branch  of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  issued  a  cir- 
cular letter  proposing  "  a  meeting  of  committees  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives or  burgesses  of  the  several  British  colonies  on  this  continent, 
to  consult  together  oik  the  circumstances  of  the  colonies,  and  the  difficulties 
to  which  they  are  and  must  be  reduced  by  the  operation  of  the  acts  of 
parliament,  for  levying  duties  and  taxes  on  the  colonies  ;  and  to  consider 
of  a  general  and  united,  dutiful,  loyal,  and  humble  representation  of  their 
condition  to  his  majesty  aud  to  the  parliament,  and  to  implore  relief ;  also, 
that  such  meeting  be  at  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Oc- 
tober next."  In  consequence  of  the  circular  letter  referred  to,  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  met  at  New  York,  on  the  7th  of  October,  1765,  viz.  •-— 

MA8SACHT7SETTS. 


James  Otis, 
Oliver  Partridge, 
Timothy  Rnggles.    . 

Rhode  Island. 

Metcalf  Bowler, 
Henry  Ward. 

Connecticut. 

Eliphalet  Dyer, 
David  Rowland, 
William  S.  Johnsoa. 

New  York. 

Robert  R.  Livingston, 
John  Cmger, 
Philip  Livingston, 
William  Bayard, 
Leonard  Lispenard. 


New  Jersst. 
Robert  Ogden, 
Hendrick  Fisher, 
Joseph  Borden. 
Pennsylvania. 
John  Dickinson, 
John  Morton, 
George  Bryan, 

Delaware. 
Thomas  M'Kean, 
Caesar  Rodney. 

Maryland. 
William  Mardock, 
Edward  Tilghman, 
Thomas  Ringgold. 
South  Carolina* 
Thomas  Lynch, 
Christopher  Gadsden. 
John  Rulledge. 


•  See  Pitkin's  Political  History,  and  Franklin's  Works.  _  , 
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New  Hampshire^  Virginia,  North  Carolina^  and  Georgia^  were  not  rep- 
resented ;  but  their  assemblies  wrote  that  they  would  agree  to  whatever 
was  done  by  the  Congress. 

Timothy  Ruggles,  of  Massachusetts,  was,  by  ballot,  chosen  chairman 
of  the  Congress,  and  John  Cotton,  clerk.* 

This  Congress  continued  in  session,  from  day  to  day,  until  the  24th  of 
October,  1765,  and  their  proceedings  were  approved  by  all  of  the  dele- 
gates, except  Mr.  Ruggles,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Ogden,  of  New 
Jersey,  both  of  whom  left  New  York  without  signing  the  address  or  peti- 
tions. The  proceedings  of  the  Congress  were  afterward  sanctioned  by 
the  various  colonial  assemblies. 


CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 
Presidents  of  the  Continental  Congress,  from  1774  to  1788. 

FROM  ELECTED. 

Peyton  Randolph Virginia Septembcr..5,  1774 

Henry  Middleton South  Carolina October. .  .22,  1774 

Psyton  Randolph Virginia May 10,  1775 

John  Hancock Massachusetts May 24,  1775 

Henry  Laurens South  Carolina November. .  1,  1777 

John  Jay New  York December  10,  1778 

Samuel  Huntington Connecticut September  28,  1779 

Thomas  M'Kean Delaware July 10,  1781 

John  Hanson Maryland November. .5.  1781 

Elias  Boudinot New  Jersey November.  .4J  1782 

Thomas  Mifflin Pennsylvania November.  .3,  1783 

Richard  Henry  Lee Virginia November  30,  1784 

Nathaniel  Gorham Massachusetts June 6,  1786 

Arthur  St.  Clair Pennsylvania February.. .  2,  1787 

CyroB  Griffin Virginia January.. 22,  1788 

Sessions  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

The  sessions  of  the  continental  Congress  were  commenced  as  follows  : 
September  5,  1774,  also  May  10,  1775,  at  Philadelphia;  December  20, 

1776,  at  Baltimore;    March  4,  1777,  at  Philadelphia ;   September  27, 

1777,  at  Lancaster,  Penn. ;  September  30,  1777,  at  York,  Penn. ;  July 
2,  1778,  at  Philadelphia  ;  June  30,  1783,  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey  ;  No- 
vember 26, 1783,  at  Annapolis,  Maryland  ;  November  1, 1784,  at  Trenton 
New  Jersey;  January  11,  1785,  at  New  York,  which,  from  that  time, 
continued  to  be  the  place  of  meeting  till  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  iStates.  From  1781  to  1788,  Congress  met  annually  on  the 
first  Monday  in  November,  pursuant  to  the  articles  of  confederation. 

*  Journal  of  the  First  American  or  Stamp- Act  Congress,  of  1765,  published  in  Nilcs'» 
Register,  1812,  and  by  E.  Winchester,  New  York,  1846. 
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FROM  1T74  TO  1788. 
(Arranged  from  the  Journals  of  Congress^  for  the  American  Almanac  of  1834.; 


New  Hamfshibe. 


Ba/tlett,  Josiah 

Blanchard,  Jonathan. 

Folsom,  Nathaniel. . . . 


Foster,  Abiel 

Frost,  George 

Oilman,  John  Taylor 

Oilman,  Nicholas 

Langdon,  John < 

Langdon,  Woodbury 

Livermore,  Samuel < 

Long,  Pierce • 

Peabody,  Nathaniel 

Sallivan,  John 

Thornton,  Matthew 

Wentworth,  John,  jr 

Y^hipple,  William 

White,  Phillips 

Wingate,  Paine > 


Prom 
1775, 
1783, 
1774, 
1777, 
1779, 
1783, 
1777, 
1782, 
1786, 
1775, 
1786, 
1779, 
1780, 
1785, 
1784, 
1779, 
1774, 
1780, 
1776, 
1778, 
1776, 
1782, 
1787, 


Massachusetts. 

Adams,  John 1774, 

Adams,  Samuel 1774, 

Gushing,  Thomas 1774, 

Dana,  Francis iym 

Dane,  Nathan 1785^ 

Gerry,Elbridge \\lll'^ 

Gorham,  Nathaniel 5  j^g^j 

Hancock, John \ml[ 

Higginson,  Stephen, 1782, 

r  1778, 

Holtcn,  Samuel 5  j^^' 

(  1786) 

Jackson,  Jonathan 1782, 

King,  Rufus 1784, 

Lovell,  James 1776, 

Lowell,  John 1782, 

Osgood,  Samuel 1780, 

Otis,  Samuel  A 1787, 

Palne>  Robert  Treat 1774, 

Partridge,  George J  J^S 


To 
79 
84 
75 
*78 
•80 
85 
79 
'83 
•88 
77 
87 
80 
83 
'86 
•86 
•80 
75 
81 
•78 
79 
'79 
•83 
'88 


»78 
'82 
>76 
»78 
»84 
'88 
'81 
'85 
'83 
'87 
'80 
'86 
'83 
'80 
'83 
'85 
'87 
'82 
'87 
'82 
'83 
'84 
'88 
'78 
'82 
'85 


Sedsrwick,  Theodore. 

Sullivan,  James 

Thacher,  George. . . « 
Ward,Artema8 


Prom  To 

.1785,  '88 

.1782,  '82 

.1787,  '88 

.1780,  '81 


Rhode  Island. 

Arnold,  Jonathan 

Arnold,  Peleg 

Collins,  John 

Cornell,  Ezdciel 

EUery,  William | 

Hazard,  Jonathan 

Hopkins,  Stephen. 

Howell,  David.... 
Manning,  • 


Marchant,  Henry j 

Miller,  Nathan 

Mowry, 

Varnum,  James  M 

Ward,  Samuel. 


CONNECTXCITT. 

Adams,  Andrew <  Lg^' 

Cook,  JosephP 1784, 

Deane,  Silas 1774, 

Dyer,  Eliphalet j  J^gQ^ 

Edwards,  Pierpont 1787, 

Ellsworth,  Oliver 1777, 

Hillhouse,  WilUam 1783, 

Hosmer,  Titus |  ^''--' 


Huntington,  Benjamin.. 


1777, 

5  1780, 

•   I  1787, 


84 
88 


83 
80 

85 
'88 


1782, 

1787, 

1778, 

1780, 

1776, 

1783, 

1787, 

1774,     '77 

1778,     — 

1782,  '85 
1785,  '86 
1777,    '80 

1783,  284 

1785,  '86 
1781,  '81 
1780,  '82 

1786,  '87 
1774,  '76 


Huntington,  Samuel 1776, 

Johnson,  William  S 1784, 

Law,  Richard )  178l' 

C  1783* 

Mitchell,  Stephen  M <  1785, 

(  1787, 

Root,  Jesse 1778, 

Sherman,  Roger 1774, 

Spencer,  Joseph 1778, 

Strong,  Jedediah... 1782, 

Sturges,  Jonathan.  • 1785, 

TreadweU,  John ;^85, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


'80 
'82 
'88 
'76 
'79 
'83 
'88 
'84 
'86 
'76 
'79 
'84 
'88 
'84 
'87 
'78. 
'84 
»04 
'0& 
'88- 
'83, 
'84 
'79' 
'84^ 
'8r 
'8f 
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Prom 
Trumbull,  Joseph 1774, 

Wads  worth,  James j  ^jg^* 

Wadsworth,  Jeremiah 1787, 

WiUiams,  WiUiam ; .   ^  ^^ -^' 


Wolcott,  Oliver. 


1783, 
1775, 
1780, 


Haring,  John . 
Jay,  John.... 


New  York. 
Alsop,  John 1774 

Benson,  Egbert <  ^L^^ 

Boerum,  Simon 1774 

Clinton,  George 1775; 

De  Witt,  Charles 1 1783 

Duane,  James 1774, 

Duer,  William 1777, 

Floyd,  William <  jy^g 

Gansevoort,  Leonard 1787. 

r  1782 
Hamilton,  Alexander <  .^gj 

1774' 

1785. 

1774. 

1778 

Lansing,  John 1784, 

Lawrence,  John. 1785, 

Lewis,  Francis 1777, 

Livingston,  Philip 1774, 

Livingston,  Robert  R \  J^^^ 

Livingston,  Walter 1784. 

Low,  Isaac 1774. 

L'Homraedieu,  Ezra <  ^^87 

Morris,  Gouvemeur 1777; 

Morris,  Lewis *  1775. 

M^Dougall,  Alexander....  <  j^g^ 

Paine,  Ephraim 1784 

Piatt,  Zephaniah 1784 

Schuyler,  Philip « J  j-^yg^ 

Scott,  John  Morin 1780^ 

Smith,  Melanctlion 1785. 

Wisner,  Henry 1774 

Yates,  Abraham,  jr I787j 

Yates,  Peter  W 1785, 

New  Jersey. 
Beatty,  John 1783, 

Boudinot,  Elia^ <  ^^g^' 

Burnett,  W 178o! 

Cadwallader,  Lambert 1784, 

Clark,  Abraham <  jygy' 

Condict,  Silas....   1781, 

Cooper,  John 1776, 

•Crane,  Stephen 1774, 

Dayton,  Ellas 1787, 

DeHart,  John 1774, 


To 
'75 

'84 
'86 
'88 
'78 
'84 
'78 
'84 


'76 

85 
'88 
77 
77 
*85 
'84 
'78 
77 
8^ 
'88 
83 
88 
75 
'88 
77 
79 
88 
•87 
79 
78 
77 

1 
85 
75 
83 
'88 
'80 
77 
•82 
'85 
•85 
86 
75 
•81 
83 
88 

6 
'C8 
'87 


•85 
78 
84 
81 
87 
•82 
'88 
•84 
76 
76 
•88 
'76 


From 
Dick,  Samuel 1783, 

(  1776, 
Elmer,  Jonathan w78 1 , 

i  1787, 
Fell,  John 1778, 

Frelinghuyscn,  Frederick..  J  2782* 

Henderson,  Thomas 1779, 

Hopkinson,  Francis 1776, 

Hornblower,  Josiah 1785, 

Houston,  William  C J  J^g^' 

Kinsey,  James 1774, 

Livingston,  WiUiam. ........  1774, 

Neilson,  John 1778, 

Scheurman,  J 1786, 

Scudder,  Nathaniel 1777, 

Sergeant,  Jonathan  D 1776, 

Smith,  Richard 1774, 

Stewart, 1784, 

Stockton,  Richard 1 .  1776, 

Symmes,  John  C 1785, 

Witherspoon,  John 1776, 

Pennsylvania. 

Allen,  Andrew 1775, 

f  1778 
Armstrong,  John j  1787* 

Atlce,  Samuel 1778, 

Bayard,  John 1785, 

Biddle,  Edward 5  J^^l^ 

Bingham,  William 1787, 

Clarkaon,  Matthew 1785, 

Clingan,  William 1777, 

n^            n  5  ^776, 

Clymer,  George <  jygg' 

Dickinson,  John 1774, 

Fitzsimmons,  ^Thomas 1782, 

Franklin,  Benjamin. 1775, 

Galloway,  Joseph 1774, 

Gardner,  Joseph 1784, 

Hand, 1784, 

Henry,  William 1784, 

Humphreys,  Charles 1774, 

Ingersoll,  Jared 1780, 

Irwine, 1786, 

Jackson,  David 1785, 

Matlack,  Timothy 1780, 

M*Clene,  James %  1778, 

Meredith, 1787, 

Mifflin,  Thomas '.....   <  jyg2' 

Morris,  Charles 1783, 

Morris,  Robert 1776, 

Montgomery,  John 1780, 

Morton,  John 1774, 

Muhlenberg,  Frederick  A 1778, 

Peters,  Richard 1782, 

Pettit,  Charles 1785, 

Read, 1787, 

Reed,  Joseph 1777, 

Rhodes,  Samuel  1T74, 

Roberdeau,  Daniel. .  •  •  •  • .  .^^  •  1777, 
Digitized  by  LjOOQ 
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'76 
'85 
77 
'86 
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76 
'80 
'88 
'82 
'87 
76 
79 
'88 
'86 
79 
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76 
»83 
76 
75 
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'85 
'86 
76 
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78 
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77 
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'88 
78 
75 
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From 

Ross,  George 1774, 

Rush,  Benjamia 1776, 

Searle,  James 1778, 

Shippcn,  William 1778, 

Smith,  James 1776, 

Smith,  Jonathan  B 1777, 

Smith,  Thomas 1780, 

St.  Clair,  Arthur 1785, 

Taylor,  George 1776, 

Willing,  Thomas 1775, 

C  1775, 
Wilson,  James. . . <  1782, 

(  1785, 
Wynkoop,  Henry, 1779, 

Delaware. 

Bedford,  Gunning ^  ^^H'^ 

Bedford,  Gunning,  jr 1785, 

C  177fi 

Dickinson,  John <  jyy  g' 

Dickinson,  Philemon 1782, 

Evans,  John • 1776, 

Kearney,  Dyre 1786, 

M'Comb,  Eleazer, 1782, 

MitcheU,  Nathaniel 1786, 

M'Kean,  Thomas |  J^^gl 

Patton,  .John 1785, 

Peery,  William 1785, 

Read,  George 1774, 

(  1774, 
Rodney,  Csesar <  1777, 

(  1783, 

Rodney,  Thomas |  J^^^' 

Sykes,  James 1777, 

Tilton,  James 1783, 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas 1777, 

Vining,  John 1784, 

Wharton,  Samuel 1782, 

Mabtlanp. 

Alexander,  Robert 1775, 

Carmichael,  William 1778, 

Carroll,  Charles. . .  • 1776, 

Carroll,  Daniel 1780, 

Chase,  Jeremiah  T 1783, 

Chase,  Samuel \  j^g^' 

Contee,  Benjamin .1787, 

Forbes,  James 1778, 

Forrest,  Uriah 1786, 

Go^dsborough,  Robert 1774, 

Hall,  John j}JJ5, 

Hanson,  John 1781, 

Harrison,  William 1785, 

Hemsley,  William 1782, 

Henry,  John .• |  1784', 

Hindman,  William 1784,' 

Howard,  John  E 1787, 


To 
*77 
^77 
'80 
'80 
'78 
'78 
'82 
'87 
'77 
'76 
'78 
'83 
'87 
'83 


'85 
'87 
'86 
'77 
'80 
'83 
'77 
'88 
'84 
'88 
'76 
'83 
'86 
'86 
'77 
'76 
'78 
'84 
'83 
'87 
^78 
'85 
'82 
'86 
'83 


'77 
'80 
'78 
'84 
'84 
'78 
'85 
'88 
'80 
'87 
'75 
'76 
'84 
'83 
'87 
'84 
'81 
'87 
'87 
'88 


Prom  To 

Jenifer,  D.,  of  St.  Thomas. . . .  1778,  '82 

Johnson,  Thomas 1775,  '77 

Lee,  Thomas  Sim 1783,  '84 

Lloyd,  Edward 1783,  '84 

Martin,  Luther 1784,  '85 

M*Henry,  James 1783,  '86 

Paca,  William 1774,  '79 

Plat.er,  George 1778,  '81 

Potts,  Richard 1781,  '82 

Ramsay,  Nathaniel 1785,  '87 

Ridgely,  Richard 1785,  '86 

Rogers,  John 1775,  '76 

Ross,  David 1786,  '87 

Rumsey,  Benjamin 1776,  •78 

Scott,  Gustavus 1784,  '85 

Seney,  Joshua 1787,  '88 

Smith,  William 1777,  '78 

Stone,  Thomas J  }!J^^'  '^^ 

Tilghman,  Matthew 1774,'  '77 

Wright,  Turbett \ . .  178 1,  '82 

Virginia. 

Adams,  Thomas 1778,  '80 

Banister,  John 1778,  '79 

Bland,  Richard ..1774,  »76 

Bland,  Theodorick 1780,  '83 

Braxton,  Carter 1776,  '76 

Brown,  John 1787,  '88 

Carrington,  Edward 1785,  .'86 

Fitzhugh, 1779,  '80 

Fleming,  William 1779,  '81 

Grayson,  William 1784,  '87 

Griffin.  Cyrus J  i?^?;  :|| 

Hardy,  Samuel 1783,  '85 

Harrison,  Benjamin 1774,  ^78 

Harvie,  John 1778,  '79 

Henry,  James 1780,  '81 

Henry,  Patrick 1774,  '76 

Jefferson,  Thomas j  Jijgg'  )gg 

(  1777  '78 

Jones,  Joseph |  j^g^^^  ,33 

Lee,  Arthur 1781,  '84 

Lee,  Francis  Lightfoot 1776,  '80 

Lee,  Henry 1785,  '88 

Lee,  Richard  Henry |  j^^'  ^ 

C  1780  '82 

Madison,  James,  jr. <  .  .^gg'  ,gQ 

Mercer,  James 1779,  '80 

Mercer,  John  F. 1782,  '85 

Monroe,  James 1783,  '86 

Nelson,  Thomas [wdl  'lo 

Page,  Mann 1777^  '77 

Pendleton,  Edmund 1774,  ^75 

Randolph,  Edmund 1779,  '82 

Randolph,  Peyton 1774,  '75 

Smith,  Merewether 1778,  »82 

Washington,  George 1774,  '75 

Wythe,  George 1775,  m 
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Ashe,  John  B 

Blood  worth,  Timothy. 

Blount,  William 


Barke,  Thomas 

Barton,  Robert 

Caswell,  Richard... 
Gumming,  William. 
Harnett,  Cornelias. 

Hawkins,  Benjamin. 
Hewes,  Joseph 


Hill,  Whitroill 

Hooper,  William 

Johnston,  Samuel 

Jones,  Allen 

Jones,  Willie 

Nash,  Abner \ 


Penn,  John 

Sitgreavea,  John. . . . 
Sharpe,  William.... 
Spaight,  Richard  D. 

Swan,  John 

Williams,  John 

Williamson,  Hugh. . 

White,  Alexander.. 


Prom 

J787, 
1786. 
1782, 
1786, 
1777! 
1787 
1774; 
1784 
1777, 
1781 
1786j 
1774 
1779, 
1778; 
1774j 
1780, 
I779j 
1780, 
1782. 
1785; 
1775, 
1777, 
1784 
1779; 
1783 
1787 
1778, 
1782, 
•1787, 
1786, 


South  Carolina. 

Bee,  Thomas 1780, 

Beresford,  Richord 1783, 

Bull,  John 1784, 

Butler,  Pierce ,  1787, 

Drayton,  William  Henry 1778, 

Eveleigb,  Nicholas 1781 , 

Gadsden,  Christopher 1774, 

Gervais,  John  L 1782, 

Hey  ward,  Thomas,  jr ;  1776, 

Huger,  Daniel 1786, 

Hutaon,  Richard 1778, 

Izard,  Ralph 1782, 

Kean,  John 1785> 


To  I 

*88' 
*87i 
'83 
'87 
'81- 
'88  i 
'76 
'84! 
'80  1 
'84; 
'87  1 
'771 
'80: 
'81 1 
'77' 
'82 
'80  I 
'81 
'84 
'86 
'761 
■'80 
'85, 
'82 
'85 
'881 
'79. 
'85; 
'88 
'88 


'82 

'85 

'87 

'88 

>79i 

'82' 

'76  I 

.'83: 

'78' 

'88, 

'79; 

'83, 


'8? 


Kinlocb,  Francis 1780, 

Laurens,  Henry 1777, 

Lynch,  Thomas 1774, 

Lynch,  Thomas,  jr 1776, 

Matthews,  John « 1778, 

Middleton,  Arthur |  }Jg^» 

Middleton,  Henry 1774^ 

Motte,  Isaac 1780, 

Parker,  John J786, 

Pinckncy,  Charles |  J!^^' 

Ramsay,  David |  \1^^^ 

Read,  Jacob 1783, 

Rutledge,  Edward 1774, 

Rutledge,  John |  }^^|| 

Trapier,  Paul 1777, 

Tucker,  Thomas  T 1787, 

Georgia. 

Baldwin,  Abraham 3785, 

Brownson,  Nathan 1776, 

Bullock,  Archibald 1775, 

Clay,  Joseph 1778, 

Few,  WilUam |  1785* 

Gibbons,  William 1784* 

Gwinnett,  Button 1776, 

Habersham,  John 1785, 

Hall,  Lyman 1775, 

Houston,  John 1775, 

Houston,  William 1784, 

Howlcy,  Richard 1780, 

Jones,  Noble  Wimberly....   H^j' 

Lan?worthy,  Edward 1777, 

Pierce,  W 1786, 

Telfair^  Edward |  J^^> 

Walton,  George |  }I^» 

Wood,  Joseph 1777, 

Zubly,  John  J 1775, 


To 

*81 
'SO 
*76 
TZ 
*82 
»78 
^83 
^6 
»82 
'SS 
^78 
*87 
*84 
^6 
»85 
^77 
»77 
»S3 
^8 
»88 


^88 
»78 
^6 
'80 
^82 
'88 
'86 
'77 
•86 
'79 
'77 
'87 
'81 
^76 
'83 
'79 
'87 
'79 
'83 
'79 
•81 
"79 
•76 
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SIGNERS  OF  THE  DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE, 

IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBUSD,  JX7LT  4,   1776. 

The  following  list  of  members  of  the  continental  Congress,  who  signed  the  Declam* 
tion  of  Independence  (although  the  names  are  included  in  the  general  list  of  that 
Congress,  from  1774  to  1788),  is  given  separately,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
places  and  dates  of  their  birth,  and  the  time  of  their  respective  deaths,  for  con- 
venient reference* 


KAMEB  or  TBI  SIQMIRS. 


Adams,  John 
Adams,  Samael   . 
Bartlett,  Josiah    . 
Braxton,  Carter  . 
Carroll,  Cha's,  of  Carlton 
Chaao,  Samael 
Clark,  Abraham  . 
Clymer,  Qeorge  . 
Ellery,  William  . 
Floyd.  William   . 
FraDklin.  Benjamin     . 
Gerry,  Elbridge  . 
Gwionet,  Button . 
Hall,  Lvman 
Hancock,  John 
Harrison,  Beigamin     . 
Hart,  John    . 
Hey  ward,  'Phomas,  jr. 
Hewes,  Joseph    . 
Hooper,  William 
Hopkins,  Stephen 
Hopkinson,  Francis     . 
Huntington,  Samael    . 
Jefferson,  Thomas 
Lee,  Francis  Lightfoot 
Lee.  Hichard  Henry  . 
Lewis,  Francis    . 
Livingston,  Philip 
Lynch,  Thomas,  Jr. 
M'Kean,  Thomas 
Middleton,  Arthor 
Morris,  Lewis 
Morris,  Robert 
Morton,  John 
Nelson,  Thomas,  Jr.     . 
Paca,  William     . 
Paine,  Robert  Treat    . 
Peno,  John 
Read,  George 
Rodney,  Caesar    . 
Ross,  George 
Rash,  Benjamin,  M.  D. 
Rutlcdge,  Edward 
Sherman,  Roger  . 
Smitli.  James        • 
Stockton,  Richard 
Stone,  Thomas     . 
Taylor,  Greorge    . 
Thornton,  Matthew     . 
Walton,  George  . 
Whipple,  William      . 
Williams.  WiUiam 
W  ilson,  James    . 
Withcrspoon,  John     . 
Wolcolt,  Qliver  . 
Wythe,  George  . 


19  Oct.  1735 
27  Sep.  1722 
in  Nov.  1729 
10  Sep.  1736 

20  Sep.  1737 


in 

1732 

in 

1731 

in 

1737 

about 

1715 

in 

1746 

m 

1730 

17  June, 

1742 

7  Mar.  1707 

Braintree,  Mass^ 
Boston,  ** 
Amesbory,  " 
Newlngton,  Va., 
Annapolis,  Md., 
Somerset  co.,  Md.,  17  Apr  1741 
Elizabetht'n.  N.  J.  15  Feb.  1726 
Philadelphia,  Penn..  in  1739 
Newport,  R.  I.,  22  Dec.  1727 
Suffolk  CO.,  -N.  Y.,  17  Dec.  1734 
Boston,  Mass.,  17  Jan.  1706 
Marblehead,  Mass.,  17  JuL  1744 
England, 

,  Conn., 

Braintree.  Mass., 
Berkely,  Virginia. 
Hopewell,  N.  J., 
St.  Lake's,  8.  C, 
Kingston,  N.  J., 
Boston.  Masa, 
Scituate,     " 

Philadelphia,  Penn.,  in  1737 
Windham,  Cona,  3  July,  1732 
Shad  well,  Va.,  13  Apr.  1743 
Stratford,       "  14  Oct  1734 

Stratford,      "  20  Jan.  1732 

Landaff,  Wales,  in  Mar.  1713 
Albany.  N.  Y.,  15  Jan.  1716 
Sl  George's,  S.  C,  5  Aug.  1749 
Chester  co..  Pa.,  19  Mar.,  1734 
Middleton  Place,  S.  C,  in  1743 
Morrisania,  N.  Y.,  w  1726 

Lancashire,  Eng.,  Jan.  1733-'4 
Ridley,  Penn.,  in    1724 

York,  Virginia,  26  Dec.  1738 
Wye-Hill,  Md.,  31  Oct  1740 
Boston,  Mass.,  in    1731 

Caroline  co..  Va.,  17  May,  1741 
Cecil  CO.,  Md..  in    1734 

Dover,  Delaware,  in  1730 
New  Castle,  Del.,  in  1730 
Byberry,  Penn,,  24  Dec.  1745 
Charleston,  S.  C,  in  Nov.  1749 
Newton,  Mass.,  19  Apr.  17S1 
-,  Ireland, 

1  Oct  1730 
in  1742 
in  1716 
in     1714 


DILKGATED 
FROM 


Princeton,  N.  J.,« 
Charles  co.,  Md., 
,  Lreland, 


in    1740 1  Georgia, 


in 


Frederick  co.,  Va., 
Kittery,  Maine, 

Lebanon,  Conn.,  8  Apr.  1731 
Scotland,  about  1742 

Yester,  Scotland,  5  Feb.  1722 
Windsor,  Conn.,  2^  Nov.  1726 
Elizabeth  city  co.,  Va.,      1726 


Massachusetts, 

Massachusetts, 

New  Hampshire, 

Virginia, 

Maryland, 

Maryland, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

R.  L  &  Prov.  PL, 

New  York, 

Pennsylvania, 

Massachusetts, 

Georgia, 

Georgia. 

Massachusetts, 

Virginia, 

New  Jersey, 

South  Carolina, 

North  Carolina, 

North  Carolina, 

R.  L  A:  Prov.  PI. 

New  Jersey, 

Connecticut, 

Virginia, 

Virginia, 

Virginia, 

New  York, 

New  York, 

South  Carolina, 

Delaware, 

South  Carolina, 

New  York, 

Pennsylvania, 

Pennsylvania, 

Virginia, 

Mar}'land, 

Massachusetts, 

North  Carolina, 

Delaware, 

Delaware, 

Pennsylvania, 

Pennsylvania, 

South  Carolina, 

Connecticut, 

Ponn^lvania, 

New  Jersiey, 

Maryland, 

Pennsylvania, 

New  Hampshire, 


1730  New  Hampshire, 
Connecticut 
Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey, 
Connecticut, 
Virginia, 


4^aly,   1826 

2  Oct,    1803 

19  May,   1795 

10  Oct,    1797 

14  Nov.,  1832 
19  June,  1811 
-1  Scpt,«1794 
23  Jan.,    1813 

15  Feb.,  1820 

4  Aug.,  1821 
17  April,  1790 

23  Nov.,  1814 
27  May,  1777 

—  Feb.,  1790 

8  Oct,  1793 

—  April,  1791 
,  1780 

—  Mar.,  1809 

10  Nov.,  1779 

—  Oct,  1790 
13Jaly,   1785 

9  May,    1790 

5  Jan.,    1796 
4  July,   1826 

—  April,  1797 
19  Jane,  1794 
30  Dec,  1803 
12  June,  1778 
lost  at  sea  1779 

24  Jane,  1817 
1  Jan.,  1787 
12  Jan  1798 
8  May,  1806 
-  April,  1777 

4  Jan.,  1789 
f   1799 

11  May,  1804 
26  Oct,    1809 

— ,    1798 
— ,    1783 

—  July,  1779 
19  April,  1813 
23  Jan.,  18C0 
23  July,  1793 
11  July,  1806 
28  Feb.,  1781 

5  Oct,  1787 

23  Feb,  1781 

24  Jane,  1803 
2  Feb.,  1804 

28  Nov,  1785 

2  Aug.  1811 

28  Aug.,  1798 

15  Nov.,  1794 

1  Dec,  1797 

8  June,.  1806 
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SENATORS  AND  REPRESENT  ATI  Vf:S  IN  CONGRESS, 


From  the  commencement  of  the  Government  under  the  Constitution,  to  the 
end  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Congress^  March  3i,  1847,  with  the  beginning 
and  termination  of  their  respective  periods.  [Corrected  from  the  Treas- 
urer's Accounts.] 

We  are  indebted  to  the  American  Almanac  for  1844  for  such  part  of  the  following  list 
as  extends  from  the  first  Congress,  in  1789,  to  the  end  of  the  twenty-seventh  Consrestj 
March  3d,  1843  ;  and  have  availed  ourselves  of  the  permission  of  the  proprietors  of  that 
useful  work,  to  copy  the  same,  with  corrections  and  additions  for  the  twenty*eighth  and 
twenty-ninth  Congresses. 


Maine.^1820. 

Senalwt. 

Prom  To 

Chandler,  John 1820,  *29 

Dana,Judah 1836,  '37 

Evans,  Georj?e 184 1,  M7 

Fairfield,  John 1843,  '51 

Tj  1          T  u                            5  1820,  '27 

Holmes,  John ^  ^^gsj  '33 

Parris,  Albion  K 1827,  '28 

Ruggles,  John 1835,  '41 

Sprague,  Peleg 1829,  '35 

Sbepley,  Ether 1833,  '36 

WiUiamSjReuel 1837,  '43 

ReprtBtniaiivu* 

Allen,  Elisha  H 1841,  '43 

Anderson,  Hugh  J 1 837,  '4 1 

Anderson  John 1825,  '33 

Bailey,  Jeremiah 1835,  '37 

Bates,  James 1831,  '33 

Bronson,  David 1841,  '43 

Burleigh,  WiUiam 1823,  '27 

Biitman,  Samuel 1827,  '31 

Carey,  Shepard. . .  .• 1843,  '45 

Carter,  Timothy  J 1 837,  '38 

Cilley,  Jonathan 1837,  '38 

Clifford,  Nathan 1839,  '43 

Cushman  Joshua  P 1821,  '25 

Dane,  Joseph 1821,  '23 

Davee,  Thomas 1 837,  '41 

Dunlap,  Robert  P 1843,  '47 

Evans,  George 1829,  '41 

Fairfield,  John 1835,  '39 

Fessenden  William  P 1841,  '43 

Hall,  Joseph 1833,  '37 

Hamlin,  Hannibal 1843,  '47 

Harris,  Mark 1822,  '23 

Herrick,  Ebenezer 1^21 ,  '27 

Herrick,  Joshua 1843,  '45 

Hill,  Mark  L 1821,  '23 

Holland,  Comeliufl 1831,  '33 

Jarvis,  Leonard 1831,  ^37 


Prom  To 

KavaQagh,  Edward 1831,  '35 

Kidder,  David 1 823,  '27 

Lincoln,  Enoch 1821,  '26 

Littlefield,  Nathaniel  S 1841,  '43 

LongffUow  S 1823,  '25 

Lowell,  Joshua  A. : 1839,  '43 

Marshall,  Alfred 1841,  '43 

Mason,  Moses 1834,  '37 

M'Crate,  John  D 1845,  '47 

M«Intire,  Rufus 1826,  '35 

Morse,  Freeman  H 1843,  '45 

Noyes,  Joseph  C 1837,  '39 

O'Brien,  Jeremiah 1 823,  ^29 

Parks,  Gorham ,...1833,  '37 

Parris,  Virgil  D 1838,  »41 

Randall,  Benjamin 1839,  '43 

Ripley,  James  W 1827,  '31 

Robinson,  Edward 1838,  '39 

Sawtelle,  CuUen 1845,  '47 

Scammon,  John  F 1845,  '47 

Severance,  Luther. . . . ; 1843,  '47 

Smith,  Albert 1839,  '41 

Smith,  F.  O.  J 1833,  '39 

Sprague,  P 1825,  '29 

White,  Benjamin 1843,  '45 

Whitman,  E 1821,  '22 

Williams,  Hezekiah 1845,  '47 

Williamson,  W.  D 1821,  ^23 

Wingate,J.  F 1827,  '31 

New  .Hampshire. 
Senaton. 

Atherton,  Charles  G 1843,  '49 

Bell,  Samuel 1823,  '35 

Cutts,  Charles \ 1810,  '13 

Gilman,  Nicholas 1805,  '14 

Hill,  Isaac 1831,  '36 

Hubbard,Henry 1835,  '41 

Langdon,  John ?. . .  1789,  1801 

Livermore,  S 1793, 1801 

Mason,  Jeremiah 18 13,  '17 

Jenness,  Benning  W 1845,  '46 
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From 

Morrill,  David  L 1817, 

Olcott,  Simeon 1801, 

Page,  John 1836, 

Parker,  Nahum 1807, 

Parrott,  Joh  n  F 1819, 

Pierce,  Franklin 1837, 

Plumer,  WUliam 1802, 

Sheafe,  James 1801, 

Storer,  Clement 1817, 

Thompson,  T.W 1814, 

WUcox,  Leonard 1842, 

Wingate,  Paine 1789, 

Woodbury  Leirl >  l84l' 

ReprennUUivea, 

Atherton,  Charles  6 183T 

Atherton,C.  H 1815^ 

Barker,  David 1827. 

Bartlett,  Ichabod 1823 

Bartlett,  Josiah 1811 

Bean,  Benning  M 1833, 

Betton,  Silas 1 803. 

filaisdcll,  Daniel 1809. 

Brodhead,  John 1829 

Brown,  Titus 1825; 

Bufifnm,  Joseph 1819, 

Burke,  Edmund 1839. 

Burns,  Robert 1833, 

Butler,  Josiah 1817, 

Carlton,  Peter 1807. 

Chamberlain,  J.  C 1809] 

Chandler,  Thomas 1829. 

Cilley,  Bradbury 1813, 

Clagett,  Clifton |  J^^T 

Cushroan,  Samuel 1835; 

Dinsmoor,  Samuel 1811, 

Durell,  Daniel  M 1807; 

Eastman,  Ira  A..- 1839^ 

Eastman,  Nehemiah 1825. 

Ellis,  Caleb 1805, 

Farrington,  James 1837 

f  1739' 
Foster,  Abiel J  jygg| 

Freeman,  Jonathan 1797^ 

Gardner,  Francis 1807. 

Gilman,  Nicholas 1789, 

Gordon,  WiUiam 1797, 

Hale,Sa]ma 1817, 

Hale,  William.... 

Hale,  John  P.... 

Hall,  Obed 

Hammons,  Joseph 
Harper,  John  A.. 
Harper,  Joseph  M 


5  1809 
I  1813: 


.1843 
.1811 
.1829: 
.1811 
.1831 


Harvey,  Jonathan 1825j 

Harvey,  Matthew 1821, 

Haven,  Nathaniel  A 1809, 

Healy,  Joseph 1 825^ 

Hough,  David 1803 

Hubbard,  Henry 1829, 

Hnpt  Samuel 1802, 


To 
'23 
'05 
»37 
MO 
'26 
'42 
'07 
'02 
'19 
'17 
'43 
'93 
'31 
'45 


'43 
'17 
'29 
'29 
'13 
'37 
'07 
'11 
'33 
'29 
'21 
'45 
'37 
'23 
'09 
'11 
'33 
'17 
'05 
'21 
'39 
'13 
'09 
'43 
'27 
'07 
'39 
'91 
1803 
1801 
'09 
'97 
1800 
'19 
'11 
'17 
'45 
'13 
'33 
'13 
'35 
'31 
'25 
'11 
'29 
'07 
'35 
'05 


From  To 

Johnson,  James  H 1845,  '47 

f  1817  *21 

Livermore,  Arthur <  ^^^^^  ,25 

Livermore,S '. 1789*  '93 

Matson,  Aaron 1821,  '25 

Moulton,  Mace 1845,  '47 

Norris,  Moses,  jr 1843,  '47 

Parrott,  John  F .1817,  '19 

Pierce^  Joseph , 1801,  '02 

Pierce,  Franklin 1833,  '37 

Plumer,  William,  jr 1819,  '25 

Reding,  John  R 1841,  '45 

Shaw,  Tristam 1 83  9,  '43 

Sheafe,  James 1799,1801 

Sherburne,  J.  S 1793,  '97 

Smith,  Jedekiah  K 1807,  '09 

Smith,  Jeremiah 1791,  '97 

Smith,  Samuel 18 13,  '15 

Sprague,  Peleg 1797,  '99 

Storer,  Clement 1707,  '09 

Sullivan,  George 1811,  '13 

Tenney,  Samuel 1800,  '07 

Thompson,  T.  W 1805,  '07 

Upham,  George  B 1801,  '03 

Upham,  Nathaniel 1817,  '23 

Vose,  Roger 1813,  '17 

Webster,  Daniel 1813,  '17 

Weeks,  John  W 1829,  '33 

Weeks,  Joseph 1835,  '39 

Whipple,  Thomas 1821,  '29 

Wilcox,  Jeduthun 1813,  '17 

Williams,  Jared  W 1837,  '41 

Wilson,  James 1809,  '11 

Wingate,  Paine 1793,  '95 

Vermont. — 1791. 
Senalort* 

1791,  '95 

1801,  '13 

1813,  '17 

1826,  '31 

Chipman,  Nathaniel .\  1797, 1802 

Crafts,  Samuel  C ...1842,  '43 

Fisk,  James 1817,  '18 

Paine,  Elijah 1795,  I8OI 

Palmer,  William  A I8I8,  '25 

Phelps,  Samuel  S 1839,  '51 

Prentiss,  Samuel 1831,  '42 

Robinson,  Jonathan 1807,  '16 

Robinson,  Moses 1791,  '96 

Seymour,  Horatio 1821,  '33 

Smith,  Israel 1802,  '07 

Swift,Benjamin 1833,  '39 

r^'  J        1                            S  1796,  '97 

Tichenor,  I |  igjg!  '21 

Upham,  WiUiam 1843,  '49 


Bradley,S.R < 

Chase,  Dudley < 


JUpresefUaiives* 


Allen,  Heman. 


1817,, 
1827, 
1833, 


C  1813 
Bradley,  William  C J  ^^23] 

Buck,  Daniel 1795, 
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Bsck|D.  A.  A 

ButJer,  Ezra 

Cahoon,  William 

Chamberlain,  William < 

Chipman,  Daniel 

Chittenden,  M 

Collamer,  Jacob 

CraAs,  Samuel  C 

Deming;  Benjamin  F 

Dillingham,  Paul,  jr < 

Elliot,  James 

Everett,  Horace - 

Fisk,  James < 

Fletcher^  Isaac 

Foot,  Solomon 

Hall,  Hiland 

Hubbard,  Jonathan  H 

Hunt,  Jonathan , 

Hunter,  William , 

Janes,  Henry  F 

Jewett,  Luther 

Keyes,  Elias • . . . . 

Langdon,  C 

Lyon,  Asa 

Lyon,  Matthew 

Mallary,  RoUin  C 

Marsh,  Charles 

Marsh,  George  P« 

Mattocks,  John < 


Meech,  Ezra. 

Merrill,  Orsamus  C 

Morris,  Lewis  R < 

Niles,  Nathaniel 

Noyes,  John 

Olin,  Gideon. 

Olin,  Henry • 

Rich,  Charles j 

Richards,  Mark 

Shaw,  Samuel 

Skinner,  Richard 

Slade,  William 

Smith,  Israel < 

Smith,  John • •  . . . . 

Strong,  William j 

Swi(\,  Benjamin 

Wales,  George  E • 

White,  Phineas 

Witherell,  James 

Young,  Augustus • « 


From  To 

1823,  '25 
1827,  '29 
1813,  '15 
1829,  "33 
1803,  '05 
1809,  '11 
1815,  '17 
1803,  '13 

.1843,  '47 

1817,  '25 

1833,  '35 

1843,  '47 

1803,  '09 

1829,  '43 

1805,  '09 

1811,  '16 

1837,  '41 

1843,  '47 

1833,  '43 

1809,  '11 

1827,  '32 

1817,  'J9 

1835,  '37 

1815,  '17 
1821,  '23 

1816,  '17 
1815,  '17 

.1797,1801 

1819,  '31 

1815,  '17 

1843,  '47 

1821,  »23 

1825,  '25 

1841,  '43 

1819,  '21 

1825,  '27 

1817,  '19 
,1797,1803 

1791,  '96 

1815,  '17 

1803,  '07 

1824,  '25 
1813,  »15 
1817,  '24 
1817,  '21 
1808,  '13 
,1813,  '16 

1831,  '43 

1791,  '97 

1801,  '02 

1839,  '41 

1811,  '15 

1819,  '21 

1829,  '31 

1825,  '29 
1821,  '23 
1807,  '08 
1841,  '43 


T» 
»45 

'96 
'45 
'91 
'41 
1845,    '5S 

Dexter,  Samuel 1799,1800 

Foster,  Dwight 1800,    '03 

Goodhue,  Benjamin 1796, 1800 

..^       16 

13 


Bates,  Isaac  C 1841, 

Cabot,  George 179 1, 

Choate,  Rufus 1841, 

Dalton,  Tristam 1789, 

Davis,John |  ^?^^» 


'26 
'03 
'20 
'27 
'22 
'11 
'99 
'35 
'96 
17 


Massachusetts. 

Senatort* 

Adams,  John  Q 1803,    '08 

'  •  nun,EUP 1816,    '18| 


Gore,  Christopher. 18 13, 

Lloyd,  James. >  1822* 

Mason,  Jonathan.  • 1800, 

MeUen,  Prentiss 1818, 

Mills,  Elijah  H 1820, 

Otis,  Harrison  G 1817, 

Pickering,  Timothy. ...  v- ...  ^  1803, 

Sedgwick,  Theodore 1796, 

Silsbee,  Nathaniel 1826, 

Strong,  Caleb 1789, 

Yarn um,  Joseph  B 1811, 

Webster.  Daniel J  }|^;  '*^ 

RipreaetUatives* 

Abbott,Amos 1843,  '^f 

Adams,  Benjamin 1816,  '21 

Adams,  J.  Q 1831,  '47 

Allen,  Joseph 1810,  '11 

Allen,  Samuel  C 1817,  »29 

Ames,  FUher 1789,  '97 

C  1831  '33 

Appleton,  Nathan <  jg^  >^ 

Ashmun,  George 1845,  '47 

Bacon,  Ezekiel 1807,  '13 

Bacon,  John 1801,  '03 

Bailey,  John 1823,  '31 

Baker,  Osmyn 1840,  »45 

Barker,  Joseph 1 805,  '09 

Barstow,  Gideon 1821,  '23 

Bartlett,  Bailey 1797, 1801 

Bates,  Isaac  C 1827,  "36 

Baylies,  Francis 1821,  '27 

Baylies,  William <  j  g  jg'  , j^ 

Baylies,  William 1833',  '35 

Bidwell,  Barnabas 1805,  '07 

Bigelow,  Abijah 1810,  '15 

Bigelow,  Lewis 1821,  '23 

Bishop,  Phanuel 1799,  1807 

Borden,N.B J  {g^;  ^ 

Bourne,  S 179!|  '95 

Bradbury,  George 1813,  '17 

Bradburv,  Theophilns 1795,  '97 

Brisfirs,  George  N 183 1,  '43 

Brigham,  Elijah 1811,  '16 

Brown,  Benjamin 1815,  '17 

Bruce,  Phineas '.....  1803,  '05 

Bullock,  Stephen 1797,  '99 

Burnell,  Barker IM 1,  '43 

Calhoun,  William  B 1833,  '43 

Carr,  Francis 1812,  »13 

Carr,  James 1815,  '17 
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From 

Cbattdlery  John 1805, 

Choate,  Bnfiu 1831 

CobbyDmrkl 1793 

Coffin,  Peleg 17J'3 

Conner,  Sunoel  S 1815, 

Cook,  Orchard 1805, 

Crowninahield,  B.  W 1823. 

Crowninshield,  Jacob 1803 

Cushing,  Caleb. 1835, 

Coshman,  JoshaaP 1819 

Cutler,  Manasseh 1801 

Cults,  Richard 180 1 

Daoa,  Samuel 1814 

Davis,  Joho .....1825] 

Dayis,  Samuel 1813^ 

Deane,  Josiah 1807, 

Dearborn,  Henry 1793i 

Dearborn ,  H.  A .  S 1 83 1 

Dewey,  Daniel 1813! 

Dexter,  Samuel 1793! 

Dowse,  Edward 1819. 

Dwight,  Henry  W 1821 

Dwight,  Thomas ]803i 

Ely,  WilUam 1 805 

Eustis,  William J  \^ 

Everett,  Edward 1825] 

Fletcher,  Richard 1837 

Folger,  Walter 1817 

Foster,  Dwight 1793! 

Freeman,  Nathaniel 1795! 

Fuller,  Timothy 1817 

Gage,  Josiah 1817! 

Gannett,  Barzillai 1809! 

Gardner,  Gideon 1809! 

Gerry,  Elbridge 1789! 

Goodhue,  Benjamin 1789! 

C  1820! 
Gorham,  Benjamin. <  1827. 

(  1833 

G-'i-^ htf 

Grcnnell,  George,  jr 1829, 

Grinnell,  Joseph 1843. 

Grout,  Jonathan 1789! 

Hastings,  Seth ,..1801 

Hastings,  William  S 1837, 

Hill,  Mark  L 1819, 

Hoar,  Samuel 1835^ 

Hobart,  Aaron 1826 

Hodges,  James  L 1827 

Holten,  Samuel 1793! 

Holmes,  John 1817, 

Hubbard,  Levi 1813! 

Hudson,  Charles 1841 

Hulbert,  John  W 1814! 

Isley,  Dan  iel 1 807. 

Jackson,  William 183< 

Kendall,  Joseph 1819, 

Kendall,  J.  G 1829, 

King,  Cyrus 1813, 

King,  Daniel  P 1843. 

Kinsley,  Martin 1819, 

Laraed.  Simeon 1804 


To  I 
'08 
^35; 
^95  1 
•95 


From       To 
Lathrop>  Samuel 1819,    *Zl 

Lawrence,  Abbott J  }835,    ;37 

Lee,  SUas 1799,1801 

:nlL«>«H.G«^ s}?«j^ 

'  Lincoln,  Levi 1799,1801 

Lincoln,  Levi 1834,    Ml 

Lincoln,  Enoch 1818,    '21 

Livermore«  Edward  S 1807,    '1 1 

Locke,  John 1823,    *29 

Lyman,  Samuel 1795,  1800 

Lyman,  William 1793,     '97 

Mason,  Jonathan 1817,    '20 

Mattoon,  Ebenezer 1800, 

MiUs,  Elijah  H 1815, 

Mitchell,  Nahum 1803, 

Morton,  Marcus 1817, 

Nelson,  Jeremiah 


'Si 

'08 
'43 
'21 
'05 
'13 
'15 
'34 
'15 
'09 
'97 
'33 
'14 
'95 
'20 
'31 
'05 
'15 
'05 
'23 
'35 
'39 
'21 
'99 
'99 
'25 
'19 
'11 
'11 
'93 
'96 
'23 
'31 
'35 
'09 
'13 
'39 
'47 
'91 
'07 
'42 
'21 
'37 
'27 
'31 
'95 
'20 
'15 
'43 
'17 
'09 
'37 
'21 
'33 
'17 
'47 
'21 
'05 


'03 
'19 
'05 
'21 
'07 
'23 
'19 

Otis,  Harrison  G 1797,1801 


5  1805, 
i  1815, 

Orr,  Benjamin. 1817, 

Osgood,  Gayton  P 1833, 


Parker,  James. 


1813,  '15 

1819,  '21 

Parker,  Isaac 1797,  »99 

Parmenter,  WiUiam 1 837,  '45 

Parris,  A.  K 1815,  '18 

Partridge,  George 1789,  '91 

Phillips,  Stephen  C 1835,  '39 

Pickering,  Timothy 1813,  '17 

Pickman,  Benjamin 1809,  '1 1 

Quincy,  Josiah 1805,  '13 

Read,  John 1 7 95, 180 1 

Reed,  John \\m]    '^^ 

Reed,  Nathan 1800, 

Reed,  WilUam 1811, 

Rice,  Thomas 1815, 

Richardson,  J 1827, 

Richardson,  W.  M 1811, 

Rockwell,  Julius  W 1843, 

Rugglcs,  Nathaniel 1813, 

Russell,  Jonathan 1821, 

Saltonstall,  Leverett 1839, 

Sampson,  ZabdicI 1817, 

Seaver,  Ebenezer 1803, 

S«»8--''.T STtsSiSOO 

Sewoll,  Samuel 1796, 1800 

Shaw,  Henry 1817,    '21 

Shepard,  William 1797, 1803 

Sibley,  Jonas 1823,    '26 

Silsbee,  Nathaniel 1817,    '21 

'99 
'04 
'03 
'17 
'10 
'09 
'19 
'17 
M8 


'41 
»03 
'16 
'19 
'31 
'14 
'47 
'19 
'23 
'43 
'20 
'13 
96 


Skinner,  Thomson,  jr J  Jg^j' 

Smith,  Josiah 1801, 

Stearns,  Asahel I8I6, 

Stedman,  William 1803, 

Story,  Joseph I8O8, 

Strong,  Solomon 18 15, 

Taj?gart,  Samuel 1803, 

Tallman,  Peleg 1811, 

Thacher,  George 1789, 1801 
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1802,  »05 

1809,  »13 

1807,  '10 

1825,  »31 

1795,  1811 

1793,  1807 

1791,  '95 

,1813,  M7 

1823,  '27 

1809,  '17 

1811,  '13 

1809,  '11 

1817,  '21 

1811,  '13 

1839,  '45 
1799,1805 

1813,  '15 

1817,  '19 

1841,  '43 

1845,  '47 

1813,  »15 


Thacher,  Samuel 

Turner,  Charles 

Upham,  Jabez.  >  •  '•   

Varnui^,  John 

Varnum,  Joseph  B 

Wadsworth,  P 

Ward,  Artemas i 

Ward,  Artemas 

Webster,  Daniel 

Wheaton,  Laban. .  ^ 

White,  Leonard 

Whitman,  £ < 

Widgery,  William 

Williams,  Henry 

Williams,  Lemuel 

Wilson,  John < 

Winthrop,  Robert  C \ 

Wood,  Abiel 

Rhode  Island. 

5ena/ors.— 1790. 

Bradford,  William 1793, 

Burrill,  James 1817^ 

Champlin,  C.  G I809j 

DeWolf,  James 1821 

Dixon,Nathan  F 1839, 

EUery,  Christopher 180 1 

Fenner,  James 1805; 

Foster,  Theodore 1790. 

Francis,  John  Brown 1844, 

Greene,  Ray 1797^ 

Greene,  Albert  C 1845, 

Howell,  Jeremiah  B 1811 

Rowland,  Benjamin 1804, 

Hunter,  William 1811 

Knight,  Nehemiah  R 1821 

Mai  bone,  Fxnncis 1809, 

Matthewson,  Elisha 1807, 

Potter,  Samuel  J 1803 

Robins,  Asher '. 1825, 

Simmons,  J.  F 1841 

Sprague,  William 1842, 

Stanton,  Joseph 1790, 


'97 
'21 
'11 
'25 
'42 
'05 
'07 

1803 
'45 

1801 
'51 
'17 
'09 
'21 
'41 
'09 
'11 
'04 
»39 
'47 
'44 
'93 


Representatives, — 1790. 

Arnold,  Lemuel  H 1845,  '47 

Boss,  John  L 1815,  '19 

Bourne,  Benjamin 1790,  '96 

Brown,  John 1799,1801 

Burgess,  Tristam 1 825,  '35 

Champlin,  C.  G 1797,  1801 

Cranston,  Robert  B 1 837,  '43 

Cranston,  Henry  Y 1 843,  '47 

Durfee,Job 1821,  '25 

Eddy,  Samuel , 1819,  '25 

Hazard,  Nathaniel 1819,  '21 

Jackson,  Richard  S 1808,  '15 

Knight,  Nehemiah 1 803,  '08 

Mulbone,  Francis 1793,  '97 

Mason,  James  B 1815,  '19 


FroBt  Tc 

Pe«rce,DuteeJr. J  }^;  ^ 

Potter,  Elisha  R J  J^;  ^^ 

Potter,  Elisha  R.,  jr 1843,  '45 

Sprague,  William,  jr 1835,  *37 

Stanton,  Joseph 1801,  '07 

TilUnghast,  Joseph 1837,  '43 

TiUinghast,  Thomas |  j^]'  ^ 

Wilbur,Isaac 1807^  '09 

COKNECTICUT. 

Senators, 

Betts,  Thaddeus 1839,  '40 

Boardman,  Elijah 1821,  '23 

Daggett,  David 1813,  '19 

Dana,  Samuel  W 1810,  '21 

Edwards,  H.W 1823,  '27 

Ellsworth,  Oliver 1789,  '96 

Foot,  Samuel  A 1827,  '33 

Goodrich,  C 1807,  '13 

Hillhouse,  James 1796, 1810 

Huntington,  Jabez  W 1840,  '51 

Johnson,  William  S 1789,  '91 

Lanman,  James 1819,  '25 

Mitchell,  S.M 1793,  '95 

Niles,  JohnM {mz,  '49 

Sherman,  Roger 1791,  »93 

Smith,  Nathan 1833,  '36 

Smith,  Perry 1837,  '43 

Tomlinson,  Gideon 183 1,  '37 

Tracy,  Uriah 1796,1807 

Trumbull,  Jonathan 1795,  '96 

WiUey,  Calvin 1825,  '31 

Representatives. 

Allen,  John 1797,  '99 

Baldwin,  John 1825,  '29 

Baldwin,  Simeon 1803,  '05 

Barber,  Noyes 1821,  '35 

Boardman,  William  W 1841,  '43 

Brace,  Jonathan 1798, 1800 

Brockway,  John  H 1839,  '43 

Burrows,  Enoch 1821,  '23 

Catlin,  George  H 1843,  '45 

Champion,  Epaphroditns 1807,  '17 

Coit,  Joshua 1793,  '98 

Dana,  Samuel  W 1796, 1810 

Davenport,  James 1796,  '98 

Davenport,  John 1799, 1817 

Dixon,  James 1845,  '47 

D wight,  Theodore 1 806,  '07 

Edmond,  William 1798, 1801 

Edwards,  H.W 1819,-  '23 

Ellsworth,  W.W 1829,  '34 

(  1819,  '21 

Foot,S.A <  1823,  '25 

(  1833,  '34 

Gilbert,  Sylvester 1818,  '19 

Goddard,  Calvin 1801,  '05 

Goodrich,  C 1795,1801 
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Goodrich,  Elizttr 1799, 

Griswold,  Roger 1795, 

Haley,  Elisha 1 835, 

Hillhouse,  James 1791, 

Holmes,  Uriel 1817, 

Holt,  Orrin 1837, 

Hubbard,  Samuel  D 1845, 

Huntington,  B 1789, 

Huntington,  E |  {^{IJ' 

Huntington,  J.  W 1829, 

Ingersoll,  Ralph  J 1825, 

Ingham,  Samuel 1835, 

Judson,  Andrew 1835, 

Lamed,  Amasa 1791, 

Law,  Lyman 1811, 

Merwin,  Orange 1825, 

Moseley,  Jonathan  0 1805, 

Osborne,  Thomas  B 1839, 

Perkins,  Elias 1801, 

^""^'^ J  lis 

Phelps,  Launcelot 1835, 

Pitkin,  Timothy 1805, 

Plant,  David 1827, 

Rockwell,  John  A 1845, 

Russ,  John 1819, 

Seymour,  Thomas  H 1843, 

Simons,  Samuel 1843, 

Sherman,  Roger 1789, 

Sherwood,  S.  B 1817, 

Smith,  John  C 1800, 

Smith,  Nathaniel 1795, 

Smith,  Truman j  |g^^' 

Stephens,  James 1819, 

Sterling,  Ansel 1821, 

Stoddard,  Ebenezer 1821, 

Storrs,  William  L J  1839* 

Sturges,  Jonathan 1789, 

Sturges,  Lewis  B 1805, 

Stewart,  John 1843, 

SwiA,  Zephaniah 1793, 

Talmadge,  Benjamin 1801, 

Terry,  Nathaniel 1817, 

Tomlinson,  G 1819, 

Toucey,  Isaac 1835, 

Tracy,  Uriah 1793, 

Trumbull,  Jonathan 1789, 

Trumbull,  Joseph 1839, 

Tweedy,  Samuel 1833, 

Wadsworth,  Jeremiah 1789, 

Whitman,  L 1823, 

Whittlesey,  Thomas  T 1836, 

Wildman,  Zalmon 1835, 

Williams,  Thomas  S 1817, 

Williams,  Thomas  W 1839, 

Young,  Ebenezer 1829, 

New  York. 
Senatora. 
Annatrong,  John J  j^°^^ 


To 
1801 
1805 
'39 
*96 
'18 
'39 
'47 
'91 
'11 
'19 
'34 
'33 
'39 
'36 
'95 
'17 
'29 
'21 
'43 
'03 
'21 
'29 
'39 
'19 
'29 
'47 
'23 
'45 
'45 
'91 
'19 
'06 
'99 
'43 
'47 
'21 
'25 
'25 
'33 
'40 
'93 
'17 
'45 
'97 
'17 
'19 
'27 
'39 
'96 
'95 
'43 
'35 
'95 
'25 
'39 
'36 
'19 
'43 
'35 


'02 
^04 


Prom  To 

Bailey,  Theodoms 1803,  '04 

B  u  I T,  Aaron 1791,  '97 

Clinton,  De  Witt 1802,  '03 

Dickinson,  Daniel  S 1844,  '61 

Dix,  John  A 1845,  '49 

Dudley,  Charles  E 1828,  '33 

Foster,  Henry  A 1844,  '46 

German,  Obadiah 1809,  '15 

Hobart,  John  S. 1797,  '98 

^ng>R-<^» \ml:  'i 

Lawrence,  John- 1796,  1800 

Marcy,  William  1 183 1,    '32 

Mitchell,  Samuel  L 1804, 

Morris,  Gouvempur 1800, 

North,  WiUiam. 1798, 

Sanford,  Nathan |  j^^^' 

Schuyler,  Philip 1789*, 

Smith,  John 1804, 

Tallmadge,  Nathaniel  P 1833, 

Van  Buren,  Martin 1821, 


96 
'25 


'09 
'03 
'98 
'21 
'31 
'91 
'13! 
'441 
'28t 


Watson,  John 1798,  ISOO- 

Wright,  Silas 1833,    '44 


127 


Representatives, 

Adams,  John 1833, 

Adams,  Parmenio 1823! 

Adgate,  David 1815 

Allen,  Judson 1839; 

Allen,  Nathaniel 1819, 

Anderson,  Joseph  H 1843. 

Andrews,  John  T 1837; 

Angel,  William  G |  Jg^o^ 

Arnold,  Benedict. ...^ 1829! 

Ashley,  Henry l82o, 

Avery,David \\l\l 

Babcock,  Alfred 1841 

Babcock,  William 1831 

Badger,  Luther 1825, 

Bailey,  Theodorus J  J^g^; 

Baker,  Caleb 1819; 

Barnard,D.  D.. /  1839 

Barstow,  Gamaliel  H 1831 

Barton,  Samuel 1835, 

Beardsley,  Samuel 1831 

Beekman,  Thomas 1829 

Belden,  George  O. ; 1827, 

Benson,  Egbert 1789! 

Benton,  Charles  S 1843! 

Bergen,  John  T 1831 

Betts,  Samuel  R 1 8 15^ 

Bicknell,  Bennet 1837. 

Bird,  John 1799. 

Birdsall,  James 1815, 

Birdsall,  Samuel 1 837, 

Birdseye,  Victory 1815. 

Birdseye,  Victory 1841 

Blair,  Barnard 1841 

Blake,  John 1805! 


'35. 
*27 
'17 
'41 
'21 
'47 
'39» 
'27 
'33 
'31 
'27 
'15 
'17 
'43 
'33. 
'27 
'97 

1803 
'21 
'29 
'45 
'33 
'37 
'36 
'31 
'29 
'93 
'47 
'33 
'17 
»39' 

1801 
'17 
'3^ 
'17 
'43- 
'4^ 
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Bleecker,  Hermaani 181 1 

i  1829 
Bockee,  Abraham <  jg^^' 

Bodle,  Charles 1 833! 

Borland,  Charles 1821 

Borst,  Peter  J 1829^ 

Bouck,  Joseph 1831 

Bovee,  Matthias  J 1835, 

Bowers,  John  M 1813, 

Bowne,  Samuel  S 1841 

Boyd,  Alexander 1813, 

Brewster,  David  P 1839. 

Broadhead,  John  C |  jggi 

Bronson,  Isaac  H 1837, 

Brooks,  David 1797. 

Brooks,  Micah 1815, 

Brown,  Anson 1839 

Brown,  JohnW 1833 

Bruyn,  Andrew  D.  W 1837, 

Banner,  Rudolph 1827, 

Cady,  Daniel 1815, 

Cady,  John  W 1823, 

Cambreleng,  Churchill  C 1821 

Campbell,  Samuel 1821 

Campbell,  William  W 1845^ 

Carey,  Jeremiah  E 1 843^ 

Carpenter,  Levi  D 1843 

Carroll,  Charles  H 1843, 

Case,  Walter 1819) 

Chapin,  G.  H 1835, 

Chase,  Samuel 1 827 

C  1829: 
Childs,  Timothy <  1835! 

(  I84I 

Chittenden,  Thomas  C 1839. 

Clark,  Archibald  S 1816* 

Clark,  Lot 1823^ 

Clark,  Robert 1819! 

Clark,  Samuel 1833 

Clarke,  John  C J  }|^^= 

Clarke,  Staley  N 184 1' 

Clinton,  George 1804i 

Clinton,  James  G 1841 

•Cochran,  John 1797 

Colden,  Cadwallader  D 1821 

Colli n,  John  F 1845, 

Collins,  Ela 1823' 

Collier,  John  A 1831 

Comst«»ck,  Oliver  C 1813! 

•Conklinj?,  Alfred 1821 

Cook,  Bates 1831 

Cook,  Thomas  B 1811 

Cooper,  William ^\]l^ 

Cowles,  H.  B 1829 

Craig,  Hector J  }g 

Cramer,  John 1833, 

Crocheron,  Henry 1815, 

Crocheron,  Jacob v  . .  1829i 

Cruger,  Daniel 1817! 

Culver,  Erostus  D IS'ISJ 


To  I  From 

'13  I  Curtis,  Edward 1837, 

'31    Cushman,  John  P. 1817; 

'37lD.n.,AmM. j  jg 

Davis,  Richaid  D 184l! 


»35 
'23 
'31 
'33 
'37 
'14 
'43 
'15 
'43 
'33 
'39 
'39 
'99 
'17 
'40 


Day,  Rowland.  •  •  • 
Dayan,  Charles.. 
De  Graff,  John  I. 


5  1823 
i  1833; 
...1831 
5  1827j 
I  1837 

Dei  tz,  Wi  1 1  i  am 1 825^ 

De  Mott,  John 1845, 

De  Witt,  Charles  G 1829, 

De  Witt,  Jacob  H 1819, 

Dickinson,  J.  D |  |^^^ 

Dickson,  John 1831 

Doig,  Andrew  W 1839, 

'37  !  DoneyeUes,  Peter 1813 

'39  (  1831 

>2g    Doubleday,  Ulysses  F <  ^^^ 

'17  Drake,  John  R 1807^ 

'25  Dwinell,  Justin 1823, 

'39  Eager,  8.  W 1830, 

'23  Earll,Nehemiah  H 1839, 

'47  Earll,  Jonas 1827 

'45  Eaton,  Lewis 1823, 

'45  Edwards,  John 1837, 

'47  Effner,  Valentine 1835, 

'21  Egbert,  Joseph 1841 

'37  Ellicott,  Benjamin 1817, 

'29  Ellis,  Cheselden 1843! 

'3 1  Ellsworth,  Samuel  S 1845, 

'39  Elmendorf,  Lucas 1797 

'43  Ely,  John 1839, 

'43  Eraott,  James 1809, 

'17  Faber, 1828, 

'25  Forlin,  Dudley 1836, 

'21  Fay,  John 1819, 

'36  Ferris,  Charles  G 1841, 

!^    Fillmore,  Millard ^  {^^^J 

'43  Finch,  Isaac 1829! 

'09  Fine,  John 1839, 

'45  Fish,Hamilton 1843, 

'99  Fisher,  George 1829 

,^y    Fisk,  Jonathan <  ^g j^' 

'25    Fitch,  Asa 1811 

'33    Floyd,  Charles  A 1841 

'19  ;  Floyd,  John  G 1839, 


23 
'33 
'13 
'97 
1801 
'31 
'25 
'30 
'37 
'17 
'31 
'19 
'47 


Floyd,  William 1789, 

Foote,  Charles  A 1 823 

Ford,  William  D 1819, 

Fosdick,  NicoU 1825, 

Foster*  A.  Lawrence 1841 

Foster,  Henry  A 1837 

Frost,  Joel 1823 

Fuller,  Philo  C 

Fuller,  William  K 1833: 

GaUup,  Albert 1837, 

Gardinier,  Barent 1807, 

Garney,  Daniel  G 1825; 

Garrowy  Nathaniel 1827^ 
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'30 
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'11 
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From  To 

Gate8,SethM 1839,  '43 

Gebhard,  John 1821,  '23 

Geddes,  James 1813,  M5 

Gilbert,  Ezekiel 1793,  '97 

Gillett,  R.  H 1833,  '37 

Glen,  Henry 1793, 1801 

Goodyear,  Charles 1845,  '47 

Gold,  Thomas  R j  {«?J  l]^ 

Gordon,  James 1791,  '95 

Gordon,  Samuel |  j^^^'^  !^^ 

^              T.        .                     i  1835*  '37 

Granger,  Francis ^  jggg^  ,^3 

Grant,  Abraham  P 1837^  '39 

Gray,  Hiram 1837,  '39 

Green,  Byram 1843,  '45 

Greig,John 1841,  '42 

GrJnnell,  Moses  H ;  1839,  '41 

Griswold,  G 1803,  '05 

Gross,Ezra  C 1819,  '21 

Grosvenor,  T.  P 1813,  '17 

GroTer,  Martin 1 845,  '47 

Guyon,  John 1820,  '21 

Hackley,A 1819,  '21 

Hall,  George 1819,  '21 

Hallock,  John 1825,  '29 

Halsey,  Jchiel  H 1829,  '31 

Halsey,  Nicoll 1833,  '35 

Halsey,  Silas 1805,  '07 

Hammond,  Jabez  D 1815,  '17 

Hand,  Auf^ustus  C 1839,  '4 1 

Hard,  Gideon 1833,  '37 

Harris,  John 1807,  '09 

Hasbronck,  Abraham 1813,  '15 

Hasbrouck,  A.  B 1825,  '27 

Hasbronck,  Josiah >1817'  '19 

Hathaway,  S.  G 1833,  '35 

u  *v           T  v                         ^  1789,  '91 

liatAorne,  John <  1^95  ygj 

Havens,  J.  N 1795*  '99 

Hawkes,John 1821,  '23 

Hawkins,  Joseph 1829,  '31 

Hayden,  M 1823,  '27 

Hazeliine,  Abner 1833,  '37 

tr    1  •          T  ,,                          C  1817,  '19 

Herkimer,  John J  ^^^'^  ,^5 

Herrick,  Richard  P 1845,  '47 

Hobbie,  Selah  R 1827,  '29 

Hoffman,  Martin 1825,  '29 

Hoffman,  Michael 1829,  '33 

Hoffman,  Oj?den 1837,  '41 

Hogan,  William 1831,  '33 

Hoifeboom,  J.  L 1823,  '25 

Holmes,  Elias  B 1845,  '47 

Hopkins,  S.  M 1813,  '15 

Hosmer,  Hezekiah  L 1797,  '99 

Hou^h,  WiUiam  J 1845,  '47 

Honck,  Jacob,jr 1841,  '43 

Howcll,Edward 1833,  '35 

Howell,  N.W 1813,  ^15 

HubbQid,T.H J  182l)  '23 


From 

Hubbell,  William  S 1843^ 

Huguenin,  Daniel 1825^ 

Hungerford,  Orville 1843, 

Hunt,  Washington 1843^ 

Humphrey,  Charles 1825^ 

Humphreys,  Reuben 1807, 

Hunt,HlramP J  HH 

Huntington,  Abel .< 1833! 

Irving,  William I8l4j 

Jackson,  Thomas  B 1837, 

Jenkins,  Lemuel 1823 

Jenkins,  Timothy 1845, 

Jewett,  Freeborn  G 1831 

Johnson,  Charles I83!i, 

Johnson,  Jerome 1825, 

Johnson,  Noadiah 1833 

Jones,  Nathaniel 1837! 

Keese,  Richard 1827 

Kellogs:,  Charles 1825, 

Kemble,  Gouverneur 1837, 

Keropshall,  Thomas 1839 

Kent,  Moss 1813 

King,  John 1831 

King,  Perkins 1829, 

King,  Preston 1843, 

Kirkland,  J 1821 

Kirkpatrick,  W 1807, 

Kirtland,D 1817, 

Knickerbacker,  Herman 1809. 

Lansing,  G.  Y 1831 

Lawrence,  C.  W 1833 

Lawrence,  John 1789, 

Lawrence,  Samuel 1823 

Lawrence,  John  W 1845! 

Lawyer,  Thomas ISHj 

Lay,  George  W 1833 

Lee,  Gideon 1836, 

Lee,  Joshua* 1835, 

Lefferts,  John 1813, 

Lent,  James  W 1829^ 

Leonard,  Stephen  B \  jg^g^ 

Leonard,  Moses  G 1 843! 

Lewis,  Abner 1845, 

Linn,  Archibald  L 1841, 

Litchfield,  Elisha 1821 

Litchfield,  Elisha 1823, 

Livingston,  Edwd. 1795, 

Livingston,  H.  W 1803, 

Livingston,  Robert  L 1809. 

Loomis,  Arphaxad 1837! 

Love,  Thomas  C 1835, 

Lovett,John {ml^ 

Lyman,  J.  S 1819^ 

Maclay,  William  B 1843 

Magee,  John 1827 

Mallory,  Meredith 1839, 

Mann,  Abijah,  jr 1833^ 

Markell,  Henry 1825, 

MarkeU,  Jacob .1813, 

Martlndale,  H.  C 
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From 

Manrin,  Dodley 1823. 

Marvin,  Richard  P 1837^ 

Mason,  William 1835, 

Masterfl,  Josiah 1805; 

Matthews,  Vincent 1809, 

Maxwell,  Thomas 1829! 

Maynard,  John I..  |  }g^ 

M'Carty,  Richard 1821 

M*Clellan,  Robert \  \^^^' 

M'Cord,  Andrew. 1803; 

M'Keon,  John.... \  1841 

M*Manus,  William 1825, 

M* Vean,  Charles 1833, 

Meigs,  Henry 1819, 

Metcalf,  Arunah 1811 

Miller,  John 1825, 

Miller,  M.  S 1813 

Miller,  William  S 1845. 

Mitchell,  Charles  F 1837, 

MitcheU,  Henry 1833, 

Mitchill,  Samuel  L ^  \fll 

MoiTet,  Hosea 1813! 

Monroe,  James 1839, 

MonUnya,  J.  L.  D 1839, 

Moore,  Ely 1835, 

Morgan,  Christopher 1839, 

Morgan,  John  J^ <  1821 

Morrcll,  Robert < .  J329' 

Morris,  Thomas I8OI 

Moseley,  William  A 1843, 

Mumford,  Gordon  S 1805, 

Murphy,  Henry  C 1843, 

Nicholson,  John 1 809, 

Niven,  Archibald  C 1845 

Noble,  William  H 1837, 

Norton,  Ebenezer  F 1829, 

Oakley,  T.J j  |^^? 

Ogden,  David  A 1817, 

Oliver,  William  M 1841, 

Patire,  Sherman 1833, 

Paien,  Rufus 1 839, 

Palmer,  Bcriah 1803, 

Palmer,  John • .  I8l7, 

Palmer,  John 1837, 

Parker,  Amasa  J. 1837, 

Partridge,  Samuel 1841 

Patterson,  John 1803 

Patterson,  Walter 1821 

Patterson,  William ^1837, 

Patterson,  Thomas  J 1843, 

Paulding,  William 18 fl 

Peck,  Luther  C 1837, 

Peek,H 1819, 

Pendleton,  Edmund  H 1831 

Phelps,  Oliver s 1803, 

Phcenix,  J.  Philips 1843, 

Pierson,  Jeremiah  H. .......  •  1821 

Pienon,  Job 1831 
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'45 
'23 
'35 


From      To 


Pitcher,  Nathauid j  J^^^.    ^ 


Piatt,  Jonas. 
Pond,  Benjamin 

Post,  Jotham 1813, 

Porter,  James 1817^ 

f«««>p-B iffi 

Porter,  Timothy  H 1825, 

Powers,  Gershom 1829^ 

Piatt,Zadock ^{343' 

Prentiss,  John  H 1837* 

Purdy,  SmilhM 1843, 

Rathbun,  George 1843, 

Reed,  Edward  C 1831, 

Reynolds,  Joseph 1835, 

Richards,  John 1823, 

Richmond,  Jonathan 1819, 

Riggs,  Lewis 1841, 

Riker,  Samuel ,..•  \\^l 

Rochester,  William  B 1821, 

Robinson,  Orville 1843, 

Rogers,  Edward 1839, 

Rogers,  Charles 1843, 

Roosevelt,  James  1 1841, 

-    ri803. 


Root,  Erastus. 


1799, 1801 
1811,  '13 
"  '15 
'19 
'13 
'16 
'27 
'31 
'39 
'46 
'41 
'45 
'47 
'33 
'37 
'25 
'21 
'43 
'05 
'09 
»23 
'45 
'41 
'45 
'43 
'05 
'11 
'13 
'17 
'33 
'27 
'31 
'27 


1809, 
1812, 
1815, 
1831, 


Rosc,RobertS ^  |^^'^ 

Ross,  Henry  H 1825', 

Rugirles,  Charles  H. 1821,  '23 

Russell,  David 1835,  '41 

Russell,  John 1805,  '09 

Russell,  Jeremiah 1843,  '45 

Russell,  Joseph 1845,  '47 

«u                                 5  1809,  '15 

Sage,  Ebenezer J  1819,  '20 

Sailly,  Peter 1804*,  '07 

Q                n^                         5  1803,  '07 

oammons,  1  nomas  ..••.•••  <  1309  >13 

c    A     T    V,                            $  I8O3J  '04 

Sands,  Joshua i  1825  '27 

Sandford,  Jonah l83o',  '31 

Sandford,  John 1841,  '43 

Savage,  John 1815,  '19 

Schenck,  Abraham  H 1815,  'J7 

Schoonmaker,  C.  C 179 1,  '93 

Schurcraan,  Martin  G 1805,  '07 

Schuyler,  J 1817,  '19 

Scudder,  Trcadwell 1817,  '19 

Seaman,  Henry  1 1845,  '47 

Selden,  Dudley 1833,  '35 

Seymour,  William 1835,  '37 

Seymour,  David  L 1843,  '45 

Sharpe,  Peter 1823,  '25 

Sherwood,  Samuel I8l3,  '15 

Shipherd,  Zebulon  R 1813,  '15 

Sibley,  Mark  H 1837,  '39 

Sickles,  Nicholas .^.  1835,  '37 
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From 

Savester,  Peter 1789, 

abith,  John. 1799, 

Smith,  William  S 1813 

Smith,  Albert 1843, 

Soule,  Nathan 1831 

Spencer,  Ambrose 1829. 

Spencer,  Elgah w . .  1821 

Spencer,  James  B 1837, 

Spencer,  John  C 1817 

Sterling,  Micah 1821 

Stetson,  Lemuel 1843, 

Storrs,H.  R \  IS23. 

Stow,  Silas 1811 

Stower,  John  G 1827, 

Stre et,  Randall  S 1819. 

c  1819, 
Strong,  James \  1823 

Strong,  Theron  R 1 839^ 

Strong,  Selah  B 1843; 

Strong,  Stephen 1845, 

Swart,  Peter 1807, 

Talbot,  Silas 1793. 

Tallmadge,  James 1817, 

Taylor,  J.  W 1813 

Taylor,  William 1833, 

TenEyck,E 1823, 

Thomas,  David 1801, 

Thompson,  Joel 1813 

Thompson,  John <  ^^qj- 

Throop,  Enos  T 1816, 

Tibbets,  George 1803, 

Titus,  Obadiah 1837, 

Tomlinson,  Thomas  A 1841 

Tompkins,  Caleb 1817 

Townsend,  George 1815. 

Tracy,  Albert  H 1819, 

Tracy,  PhincasL 1827, 

rr         TT  •  5  1805 

Tracy,Un J  j^og; 

Treadwell,  T I79i; 

Turrell,Joel 1833 

Tyler,  Asher 1843, 

Tyson,  Jacob 1823, 

Vail,  Henry 1837, 

Van  Allen,  James  1 1807. 

Van  Allen,  John  E 1793 

Van  Buren,  John 1841 

Van  Corllandt,  Philip 1793, 

Van  Cortlandt,  Pierre 181 1 

Vanderpoel,  Aaron s  ^^q 

Vanderveer,  Abraham 1837, 

Van  Gaasbeck,  Peter ^  1793, 

Van  Houton,  Isaac 1833. 

Van  Ness,  John  P 1801 

Van  Rensselaer  H 1 84 1 

Van  Rensselaer,  J 1789, 

Van  Rensselaer,  Killian  K 1801 

Van  Rensselaer,  Solomon 1819, 

Van  Rensiselaer,  Stephen 1822, 

Van  Wyck,  William 1821, 

Verplanck,  Daniel  C. . .' 1803, 


To  I 
*93' 

1804 
'16 
M7 
*33 
»31 
>23 
*39 
»19 
'23 
M5 
'21 
'31 
'13 
'29 
'21 
'21 
'31 
'41 
'45 

•  '47 
'09 
'94 
'19 
'33 
'39 
•25 
'08 
'15 

180*1 
'11 
'16 
'05 
'39 
*43 
'21 
'19 
'25 
'33 
'07 
'13 
'95 
'37 
'45 
'25 
'39 
'09 
'99 
'43 

1809 
'13 
'37 
'41 
'39 
'95 
'35 
'03 
'43 
'91 
'11 
'22 
'29 
'25 
'09 


From  To 

Verplanck,  Gulian  C 1825,  '33 

Wagner,  Peter  J 1839,  '41 

Walker,  Benjamin 1801,  '03 

Walworth,  Reuben  H 1821,  '23 

C  1825,  '29 

Ward,Aaron <  1831,  '37 

,(  1841,  '43 

Ward,  Jonathan 1815,  '17 

Wardwell,  Daniel 1831,  '37 

Watts,  John 1793,  '96 

Wendover,  Peter  H 1815,  '21 

Westerlo,    Rensselaer 1817,  '19 

Whallon,  Reuben 1 833,  »35 

Wheaton,  Horace 1843,  '47 

Wheeler,  Grattan  H 1831,  '33 

White,  Bartow 1825,  '27 

White,  Campbell  P 1829,  '35 

White,  Hugh 1845,  '47 

Whittemore,  Elisha 1825,  '27 

Whittlesey,  F 1831,  '35 

Wickes,  Eliphalet 1805,  '07 

Wilkin,  James  W 1815,  '19 

Wilkin,  Samuel  1 183 1,  '33 

C  1814,  '15 

Williams,  Isaac <  1817,  '19 

i  1823,  '25 

Williams,  John 1795,  '99 

Williams,  Nathan 1805,  '07 

Willoughby,  Westel 1816,  '17 

Wilson,  N 1808,  '09 

Winter,  Elisha  J 1813,  '15 

Wood,  Fernando 1841,  '43 

Wood,  John  J 1827,  '29 

Wood,  Silas 1819,  '29 

Wood,  Bradford  R 1845,  '47 

Woodcock,  David J  {^^ j|  ',^ 

Woodruff,  Thomas  M 1845*  '47 

Woods,  WUliam » 1823,  '26 

Woodworlh,  William  W 1 845,  '47 

Wright,  Silas 1827,  '29 

Yates,  John  B 1815,  '17 

young,  John 1841,  '43 

New  Jersey. 

StnaioTu 

Bateman  Ephraim 1826,  '29 

Condit,  John 1803,  '17 

Davenport,  Franklin 1798,  •  '99 

Dayton,  Jonathan 1799,  1806 

Dayton,  William  L. 1842,  '51 

Dickerson,  Mahlon 1817,  '33 

Dick^rson,  Philemon 1790,  '93 

Elmer,  Jonathan 1789,  '91 

Frelinghuysen  F 1793,  '96 

Frelinghuysen,  Theodore 1 829,  '35 

Kitchen,  Aaron r805,  '09 

Lambert,  John 1 809,  '16 

Miller,  Jacob  W 1841,  '47 

M<Ilvaine,  James 1823,  *26 

Ogden,  Aaron 1801,  '03 

Patterson,  William 1789,  '9€ 

Rutherford,  John « • . . .  1791,    'dS 
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Sehareman,  James 1799, 1801 

Southard,  Samuel  L 5  1^21,    '23 

Stockton,  R ..1796, 

Wall,  Garrett  D..   1835, 

Wilson,  James  J 

RepresentcUivta, 

Aycrigg,  John  B \ 

Baker,  Ezra 

Bateman,  Ephralm 

Beatty,  John 

Bennett,  Benjamin 

Bines,  Thomas < 

Bloomfield,  Joseph 

Boudinot,  Elias 

Boyd,  Adam 


Cadwallader,  Lambert. 

Cassady,  George 

Clark,  Abraham 


Condit,  John. 


Condit,  Lewis 

Condit,  Silas 

Cooper,  Richard  M 

Cooper,  W.  R 

Cox,  James 

Cox,  William 

Darby,  Ezra 

Davenport,  Franklin 

Dayton,  Jonathan 

Dickerson,  Philemon < 

Edsall,  Joseph 

Elmer,  Ebenezer 

Elmer,  Lucius  Q.  C 

Farlee,  Isaac  G 

Fowler,  Samuel 

Garrison,  Daniel 

Halstead,  William 

Hampton,  James  G 

Helms,  William 

Henderson,  Thomas 

Holcombe,  G.  E 

Hufty,  Jacob 

Hughes,  Thomas  H 

Imley,  James  H • 

Kille,  Joseph • 

Kinsey,  Charles < 

JBlirkpatrick,  Littleton. . . . 


Kitchell,  Aaron. 

Lambert,  John. . 
Lee,  Thomas.... 
Linn,  James  ... 
Linn,  John 


1833, 

>42 

1796, 

'99 

1835, 

Ml 

1815, 

'21 

1837, 

'39 

1841, 

'43 

1816, 

'17 

1815, 

'23 

1793, 

'95 

1815, 

'19 

1814, 

'15 

1819, 

'20 

1817, 

'21 

1789, 

'95 

1803, 

'05 

1808, 

'13 

1789, 

'91 

1793, 

'95 

1821, 

'27 

1791, 

'94 

1799, 

1803 

1819, 

'20 

1811, 

'17 

1821, 

'33 

1831, 

'33 

1829, 

'33 

1839, 

'41 

1809, 

'10 

1813, 

'15 

1806, 

'08 

1799, 

1801 

1791, 

'99 

1833, 

'37 

1839, 

'41 

1845, 

'47 

1801, 

'07 

1843, 

'45 

1843, 

'35 

1833, 

'37 

1823, 

'27 

1837, 

'39 

1841, 

'43 

1845, 

'47 

1801 

'11 

1795 

'97 

1821, 

'28 

1809, 

'14 

1829 

'33 

1797 

1801 

1839, 

'41 

1817, 

'19 

1820 

'21 

1843 

'45 

1791 

'93 

1794 

'97 

1799 

1801 

1805 

'09 

1833 

'37 

1799 

,1801 

1817; 

►  *21 

From  To 

Matlack,  James 1821,  «26 

Maxwell,  George  C 1811,  '13 

Maxwell,  J.  P.  B i  jg^ j'  ,^ 

Morgan,  James 1811,  »13 

Molt.  James 180 J,  '06 

Ncwbold,  Thomas 1807,  »13 

Parker,  James 1833,  '37 

Pierson,  Isaac 1827,  '31 

Randolph,  James  F 1828,  '33 

Randolph,  Joseph  F 1737,  '43 

Runk,  John 1845,  '47 

Ryall,D.  B 1839,  '41 

Schenck,F.  S 1833,  '37 

C  1789,  '91 

Schnreman,  James <  1797,  '99 

f  1813  '15 

Shinn,  William  N 1833*  '37 

S1789  '91 

1797*  '99 

Sinnickson,  Thomas 1828,  '29 

Sloan,  James 1803,  '09 

Smith,  Barnard 1819,  '21 

Smith,  Isaac 1795,  '97 

c    .t.     J  «  S  1801,  '11 

Southard,  Henry J  ]815  '21 

Southard,  Isaac 183^  *33 

Stockton,  Richard 1813,  '15 

(  1837  '39 

Stratton,  Charles  C /  1841*  '43 

Swan,  Samuel 1821,  '31 

Sykes,  Georire 1843,  '47 

Thompson,  Hedge 1827,  '28 

Thompson,  Mark 1795,  '99 

Tucker,  Ebenezer 1825,  »29 

Vroora,  Peter  D 1839,  '41 

Ward,  Thomas 1813,  '17 

Wright,  Samuel  G 1845,  '46 

Wright,  William 1843,  '47 

(  1837  '  '39 

Yorke,  Thomas  Jones >  1841*  '43 

Pennsylvania. 
Senators. 

Bamard,Isaac  D 1827,  '31 

Bingham,  William 1795, 1801 

Buchanan,  James.. 1835,  M5 

Cameron,  Simon. 1 845,  '49 

Dallas,  George  M 1831,  '33 

Findlay,  William 1821,  '27 

Gallatin,  Albert 1793,  '94 

Gregg,  Andrew 1807,  '13 

Lacock,  Abner 1813,  '19 

Leib,  Michael 1808,  '14 

Logan,  George 1801,  '07 

Lowrie,  Walter 1819,  '25 

Maclay,  Samuel 1863,  '08 

Maclay,  William 1789,  '91 

Marks,  William 1825,  '31 

M*Kean,  Samuel 1834,  '39 

Morris,  Robert 1789,  '95 

Muhlenberg,  Peter 180 1,  '01 

Roberts,  Jonathan 1814,.    '21 

Roes,  James 1794,1803 
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To 
.1840,    '51 
WilkiM,WiUiam 1831,    ^34 


Aprfwirfff/tret.— 1790. 

J  William. 1825, 

AnisoB,  Junes 1823, 

ADisoA,  Robert. 183L 

AndeiwNi,  Isaac 1803, 

ABdcnon,  Samud 1827, 

ABdenoa,  Wflliam ^  |®f 

ABthonr,  J.  B 1833: 

ArmstTontr,  James 1793, 

Ash,  Michael  W 1835, 

Baldwin,  Heary 1817 

Banks,  John 1831 


5  1795, 
I  1803, 


Baid,  David 

Barlow,  Thomas 1827 

BarniU,  Charles  A. 1833, 

Beatty,  William 1837, 

Beaumont,  Andrew 1833, 

Beeson,  Henry  W 184! 

Btddle,  Richard 1837, 

Bidlack,  Benjamin  A 1841 

Binney,  Horace 1833 

Black,  James 1843, 

Blanchard,  John 1845, 

Boden,  Andrew 1817 

Boude,  Thomas 1801 

Breck,  Samuel 1823, 

Brodhead,  Richard,  jr 1843, 

Brown,  Charles 1841 

Brown,  Jeremiah 1841 

Brown,  John 1821 

Brown,  Robert 1798, 

Buchanan,  Andrew 1835, 

Buchanan,  James 1821 

Backer,  John  C 1831 

Buffin?ton,  Joseph 1 843 

Burd,  George 1 83 1 

Burnside,  Thomas 1815, 

CampboH,  John  H 1845, 

Chambers,  George 1833, 

Chapman,  John 1797, 

Clark,  M.  S ....1820, 

Clark,  William 1833 

Clay,' Joseph 1803, 

Clymer,  George 1789, 

Conrad,  Frederick 1803, 

Conrad,  John 1813 

Cooper,  James 1839, 

Coulter,  Richard 1827, 

Crawford,  Thomas  H 1829, 

Crawford,  William. 1809, 

Crouch,  Edward 1813, 

Darlington,  Edward 1833. 

Darlington,  Isaac 1817, 

Darlington,  William <  j^jg| 

Darragh,  Cornelius 1843, 

Davies,  Edward 1837, 

Davis,  John 1839, 

Davis,  Roger. ^. .  181 


^29 

^25 
'33 
W 
'29 
'15 
'19 
'37 
'95 
'37 
'22 
'36 
'99 
'15 
'29 
'35 
'41 
'37 
'43 
'41 
'45 
'35 
'47  I 
'47 
'21  I 
'03  I 
'25  1 
'47 
'43  I 
'45. 
'25  i 
1815 
'39, 
'31 
'33 
'47 
'35' 
'16. 
'47  I 
'37  , 
'99 
'21 
'37  1 
'08  I 
'91  I 
'07! 
'15, 
'43 
'35 
'33 
'17 
'15 
'39 
'19 
'17 
'23 
'47 
Ml 
'41 
'15 


rrovi  T» 

DennisoB,  Geof^ 1819,  'S3 

Denny,  Hamar 1829,  '37 

Dewait,Lewis 1831,  '33 

Dickey,  John 1843,  '45 

Dimock,  Davis,  jr 1841,  '42 

£dwaHs,John 1839,  '43 

Edwaids,  Samuel 1819,  '27 

Eee,Geor^ 1796,  W 

Ellis,  WUiiam  C 1823,  ^ 

Erdman,  Jacob. 1845,  '47 

Evans,  Joshua 1829,  '33 

Ewine,  JohnH 1845,  '47 

Fareliy,  Patrick 1821,  '26 

Findlay,  John 1822,  '27 

Findlay,  WUliam 1791,  '99 

Findley,  William 1803,  '17 

Fitzsimmons,  Thomas 1789,  '95 

Fold,  James 1829,  '33 

Fomance,  Joseph. 1839,  '43 

Forrest,  Thomas |  {^^||  3^ 

Forward,  Chauncey 1 825,  '31 

Forwaid,  Walter 1822,  '25 

Foster,  Henry  D 1843,  '17 

Frey,  Joseph 1S27,  -31 

Frv,  Jacobjjr 1835,  '39 

Fuller,  Georsre 1843,  '45 

Fullerton,  David 1819,  '20 

Galbraith,  John •  <  1^9  >4| 

Gallatin,  Albert 1795*,  1801 

Garven,  William  S 1845,  '47 

Gerry,  James 1839,  '43 

Gilmore,  John 1829,  '33 

Glasgow,  Hugh 1813,  '17 

Green,  Innis 1827,  '31 

Gre?^,  Andrew 179 1 ,  1807 

Griffin,  Isaac 1813,  '17 

Gross,  Samuel ; . .  18 1 9,  '23 

Gustine,  Amos , 1841,  '43 

Halm,  John 1815,  '17 

Hamilton,  John 1805,  »07 

Hammond,  Robert  H 1837,  '41 

Hanna,  John  A 1797, 1805 

Harper,  James 1833,  '37 

Harris,  Robert 1823,  '27 

Harrison,  S.  S 1833,  '37 

Hartley,  Thomas 1789,  1800 

Hays,  Samuel 1843,  '45 

Heister,  Daniel 17  89,  '96 

Heister,  Daniel 1809,  '11 

Heister,  John 1807,  '09 

TT  •  *       T        u  S  1797,  1805 

Heister,  Joseph <  jg  j fj*  ,oq 

Heister,  WUliam 183 1,'  '37 

C  1801,  '03 

Hemphill,  Joseph <  1819,  *27 

I  1829,  |31 

Henderson,  Joseph 1833,  *3T 

Henderson,  Samuel 1814,  M5. 

Henry,  Thomas 1837,  Ma 

Hibshman,  Jacob I8l9,  >21 

Hill,  Thomas 1824,  '26; 

Hoge,  John 1804,  *0& 
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Hoge,  William. , 


From 
18U1, 
1807, 

Hook,£no8 1839, 

Hopkinson,  Joseph 18 15, 

Horn,  Henry 183 1, 

Hosteler,  Jacob 1819, 

Hubley,  Edward  B 1835, 

Humphreys,  Jacob 1819, 

Hyneman,  John  M I8l  1, 

Ihrie,  Peter 1 829, 

IngersoU,  Charles  J. . . 
IngersoUy  Joseph  R.  • . . 
Ingham,  Samuel  D. . . . 


5  1813, 

I  IB^I, 
5  1835, 
^1842, 
5  1813, 
I  1822, 

Irvin,  James 1841, 

Irvine,  WilKam 1793, 

Irwin,  Jared 18 13, 

Irwin,  Thomas 1829, 

Irwin,  William  W 184 1, 

Jack,  William 1 84 1, 

Jacobs,  Israel 1791, 

James,  Francis 1839, 

Jenkins,  Robert. ..,.-. 1807, 

Jenks,  Michael  H 1843, 

Jones,  William 1801, 

Keim,  George  M 1838, 

Kelly,  James 1805, 

King,  Adam 1827, 

King,  Henry 1831, 


'27 
'39 
'27 
'29 
'13 
'37 
'29 
'43 
'31 
13 


Kitiera,  John  W 1791,  1801 

Kittera,  Thomas 1 826, 

^Iins:ensmith,  John,  jr 1835, 

Krebs,  Jacob 1826, 

Kremer,  George 1823, 

Lacock,  Abner 1811, 

Laporle,  John 1833, 

Lawrence,  Joseph 5  J?J:^' 

Leet,  Isaac 1829^ 

Lefevre,  Joseph* 181 1, 

Leib,  Michael 1799,  1806 

Leib,  Owen  D 1845,  '47 

Leiper,  George  G 1 829,  '3 1 

Levin,  Le\^is  C 1845,  »47 

Logan,  Henry 1835,  '39 

Lower,  Ch ristian *. 1 805,  '07 

Lucr.,,  John  3 1803,  '05 

Lyle,  Aaron 1809,  '17 

Maclay,  Samuel 1795,  '97 

Maclay,  William J  j^}^|  \\l 

Maclay,  William  P 1816|  '21 

Mann,  Job 1835,  '37 

Mann,  Joel  K 1831,  '35 

Marchand,  A.  G 1839,  '43 

Marchnnd,  David 1817,  '21 

Markley,  Philip  S 1823,  '27 

Marr,  Alem 1829,  '31 

M'Clenachan,  Blair 1797,  '99 

M*Clean,  Moses 1845,  '47 

M«Coy,  Robert 1831,  '33 

M'Creedy,  William 1829,  '3 1 


To  Prom 

'04    M'CuUoch,  George 1840, 

'09    M'CuUough,  Thomas  G 1820, 

'41    M'llvaine,  Abraham  R 1843, 

'19    M'Kean,  Samuel 1823, 

'^^    M'Kennan,  Thomas  M.T..   \\f^^ 

?39    M'Sherry,  James 1821, 

'20    Miller,  Daniel  H 1823, 

'13    Miller,Jesse 1833, 

'33    Milnor,  James 181 1, 

'15  C  1807, 

'47  '  Milnor,  WilUam ^1815, 

'37  I  (  1821, 

'47  I  Miner,  Charles 1825, 

'18    Mitchell,  James  S 1821, 

'29    Mitchell,  John 1825, 

'45  I  Montgomery,  Daniel 1807, 

'95  j  Montgomery,  William 1793, 

'17  I  Moore,  Robert 1817, 

'31  I  Moore,  Samuel I8l9, 

'43  !  Morris,  Matthias 1835, 

'43    Morris,  Samuel  W 1837, 

'93  I  Morris,  Edward  J 1843, 

'43  I  Muhlenberg,  Frederick  A....  1789, 

'11    Muhlenberg,  Henry  A 1829,    "38 

'45  C  1789,    '91 

•03    Muhlenberg,  Peter ^1793,    '95 

'43  (  1799, 1801 

'09    Murray,John 1817,    '21 

'33    Murray,  Thomas 1821, 

'35    Naylor,  Charles 1837, 

Nes,  Henry 1843, 

Newhard,  Peter 1839, 

Ogle,  Alexander 1817, 

0?le,  Charles 1837, 


Tl9 

'22 
'47 
'29 
'39 
'43 
'23 
»31 
'37 
'13 
'11 
'17 
'22 
'29 
'27 
'29 
'09 
'95 
'21 
'22 
'39 
'41 
'45 
'97 


Orr,  Robert 1 825, 

Paterson,  Thomas 1817, 

Paulding,  Levi 1817, 

Paynter,  Lemuel 1837, 

Petriken,  David 1837, 

Philhpe,  John 1821, 

Philson,  Robert 1819, 

Piper,  William 1811, 

Plumer,  Arnold i  |^^"J' 

Plumer,  Georg« 1821^ 

Pollock,  James 1843, 

Porter,  John 1806, 

Potter,  William  W 1837, 

Potts,  David,  jr 1831, 

Pugh,  John 1805, 

Ramsay,  Robert |  J^^' 

Ramsay,  William 1827, 

Ramsay,  William  S 1839, 

Ramsey,  Alexander 1843, 

R~.J<""' IS 

Read,  Almon  H 1842, 

Reed,  Charles  M 1843, 

Reily,  Luther 1837, 

Richards,  Jacob 1803, 

Richards,  John . . .' 1795, 

Richards,  Matthias 1807, 


'23 
'41 
'45 
'43 
'19 
'41 
'29 
'25 
'19 
'41 
'41 
'23 
'21 
'17 
'39 
'43 
'27 
'47 

ni 

'40 
'39 
'09 
'35 
'43 
'31 
'41 
'47 
'II 
'15 
'43 
'45 
'39 
'09 
'97 
'11 
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From 

Hitter,  John 1843, 

Roberts,  Jonathan J8l] 

Rodman,  William ISII 

Rogers,  Thomas  1 1818^ 

Ross,  John <  jgjJ 

Rossell,  James  M 1842! 

Say,  Benjamin 1808, 

Scott,  John 1829, 

ScottjThomas \m3 

Sergeant,  J. « )  1827 

Sergeant,  John 1837, 

f  1809 
Seybert,  Adam <  jg|y| 

Sheffer,  Daniel 1837; 

Sill,  Thomas  H 1829, 

Simonton,  William 1839, 

Sitgreaves,  Samuel.. 1795, 

Slaymaker,  Amos 1814. 

Smilie,  John <  j^gg 

Smith,  George 1809^ 

Smith,  Isaac 1813, 

Smith,  Samuel 1805, 

Smith,  .Samuel  A 1829, 

Smith,  Thomas 1815, 

Smith,  John  T 1843 

Snyder,  John 1841 

Spangler,  Jacob 1817 

Stephens,  Philander 1829, 

Stephenson,  James  S 1825. 

Sterigere,  John  B 1827, 

(  1821 
Stewart,  Andrew ^  183 1 

i  1843 

Stewart,  John 1800, 

Strohm,  John 1845, 

Sutherland,  Joel  B 1827, 

Swanwick,  John 1795, 

Tannehill,  Adamson. 1813, 

Tarr,  Christian <  jggQ^ 

Thomas,  Richard 1795, 

Thompson,  Alexander 1824, 

Thompson,  James 1845, 

Tod,John 1821, 

Toland,  George  W 1837, 

C  1813 
Udree,  Daniel {  1820, 

I  1822, 

Van  Home,  Espy 1825, 

Van  Home,  Isaac 1801 

Wauener,  D.  D '. 1833 

Wallace,  James  M 1815, 

Wain,  Robert 1798, 

Watmou^h,  John  G 183 1, 

Wayne,  Isaac 1823, 

Westbrook,  John 1841, 

Whitehill,  James 1813, 

Whitehill,  John 1803, 

Whitehill,  Robert 1805, 

Whiteside,  John 1815^ 


To 
'47 
'14 

*n 

•24 

'li 

'18 
M3 
•09 
^31 
'91 
'95 
'23 
'29 
'42 
»15 
'19 
'39 
'31 
'43 
'98 
'15 
'95 

1813 
'13 
'15 
'09 
'33 
'17 
'45 
'43 
'18 
'33 
'29 
'31 
'29 
'35 
'47 
'05 
'47 
'37 
'98 
'15 
'19 

♦'21 

1801 
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BethuQe,  Lauchlin. . . 


Blackledge,  WDIiam  S. 
Bloodworth,  Timothy.. 
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Biggs,  Asa 

Bryan,  Nathan 

Bryan,  John  H 

Bryan,  Joseph  H 
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Burton,  Hutchins  G. . 

Bynum,  J.  A 

Caldwell,  Green  W... 
Carson,  Samuel  P. . . . 

Clark,  James  W 

Clarke,  Henry  S 

Clingman,  Thomas  L. 

Cockran,  James 

Conner,  H.  W 

Crudup,  Josiah 
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Culpeper,  John. 


Daniel,  John  R.  J 

Davidson,  William 

Dawson,  William  J 

Debery,  Edmund \ 

Dickens,  Samuel 

Dixon,  Joseph « •  • 

Dobbin,  James  C 

Dockery,  Alfred 

Dudley,  Edward  B 

Edwards,  Weldon  N 

Fisher,  Charles < 

Forney,  Daniel  M 
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Franklin,  Jesse 

Franklin,  Meshack *,... 
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Hawkins,  M.  T 

Henderson,  Archibald 

Hill,  John t... 
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Hines,  Richard 

Holland,  James 

Holmes,  Gabriel 
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Johnston,  Charles 

Kenan,  Thomas 

Kennedy,  William 

King,  William  R 

Locke,  Matthew 

Long,  John 

Love,  William  C 

Macon,  Nathaniel 

Mangum,  Willie  P 

M'Bride,  Archibald 

McDowell,  Joseph < 

M'Farland,  Dancan 

M'Kay,  James  J 

M'NeiU,  Archibald | 

Mebane,  Alexander 

Mitchell,  Anderson 

Montgomery,  William 

Mumford,  George • 

Murfree,  William  H 

Outlaw,  George  B 

Owen,  James • 

Pettigrew,  E 

Pierson,  Joseph 

Pickens,  Israel 

Potter,  Robert 

Purviance,  Samuel  D 
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Reid,  Davids 
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Sannders,  Romulns  M \ 
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Speight,  Jesse 1829,  *37 

Speight,  Richard  D 1798,  1801 

Speieht,  Richard  D 1823,  '25 

Stanfortl,  Richard 1797, 1816 

Stanley,  Edward 1837,  '43 
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Stanley,  Johu ^  ^g^g'  ,,j 

Steele,  John 1790,  »93 

Stewart,  James , .  181S,  '19 

Stone,  David 1799,  1 801 

Tatum,  Absalom 1795,  '96 

Turner,  Daniel 1827,  '29 

Vance,  Robert  B 1823,  '25 

Walker,  Felix 1817,  '23 

Washington,  W.  H 1841,  '43 

Williams,  Benjamin 1793,  '95 

Williams,  Lewis 1815,  '42 

Williams,  Marmaduke 1803,  '09 

Williams,  Robert 1797, 1803 

Williamson,  Hugh 1790,  '93 

(  179^  '95 

Winston,  Joseph >  ^^^3^  ^^ 

Wynn,Thomas 1802,  '07 

Yancey,  BarUctt 1813,  '17 
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Calhoun,  J.  E I8OI,  »02 
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Calhoun,  John  C <  jg^^'  >^y 

Gaillard,  John 1804*,  '26 

Harper,  William 1826,  '26 

Hayne,  Robert  Y 1823,  '32 

Huger,  Daniel  E 1842,  '45 

Hunter,  John 1796,  '98 

Izard,Ralph 1789,  '96 

M'Duffie,  George 1843,  '49 

Miller,  Stephen  D 183 1,  '34 

Pinckney,  Charles 1798,  1801 

Preston,  William  C 1834,  '42 
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Alston,  Lemuel  J 1807,  '11 

Barnwell,  Robert 179 1,  *93 

Barnwell,  R.  W ^.  1829,  »33 

Bellinger,  Joseph 1817,  '19 

Benton,  Lemuel 1793,  '98 
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Felder,  John  M 1831,  '35 

Farrow,  Samuel 1813,  '15 

Gillon,  Alexander 1793,  '94 

Gist,  Joseph 1821,  '27 

Gourdin,  Theodore 1813,  '15 
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Griffin,  J.  K 1831,  '41 

Hamilton,  James « 1822,  '29 

Hammond,  James  H 1835,  '37 
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Sumter,  Thomas {milml 
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Taylor,  John 1807,  '10 
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Witherspoon,  Robert 1809,  '1 1 
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BuUock,  William  B 1813,  '13 

Cobb,  Thomas  W 1824,  '28 

Colquitt,  Walter  T 1843,  '49 

Crawford,  William  H 1807,  '13 

Cuthbert,  Alfred 1835,  '43 

Elliot,  John 1819,  '25 
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Forsyth,  John <  jggg  '34 
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.    C  1815, 

Wilde,  Richard  Henry <  1824, 
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Clay,  ClementC. 1827, 

Kelly,  William 18^ 

King,  William  R 18T9, 
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mi  ♦   T  $  1^39,  '41 

Dellet,  James J  ,543^  ,45 

Hilliard,  Henry  W 1843,  '47 

Houston,  George  S 1841,  '47 

Hubbard,  David 1839,  '41 

Kelly,  William 1821,  '22 

Lawler,  Joab 1835,  '38 

Lewis,  Dixon  H. 1829,  '44 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•SNATOaS  AND  REPRESENTATIVES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1537 


From 
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Mardis,  Samuel  W 1831, 

Martin,  Joshna  L 1835, 

M'Connell,  Felix  6 1843, 

M'Kee,  John 1823, 

M<Kinley,  John 1833, 
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Murphy,  John 1833, 
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Senators^ 

Adams,  George 1829, 

Black,  John 1834, 

Chalmers,  Joseph  W 1845, 
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Henderson,  John 1839, 

Holmes,  David 1820, 

Leake,  Walter 1817, 
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Davis,  Jefferson 1845, 

Dickson,  David 1835, 

Gholson,  S.  H 1837, 
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Lattimore,  William )  1813* 
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Brent,  William  L 1823, 

BullardjHenry  A 1831, 

Butler,  Thomas 1818, 

Chinn,  Thomas  W 1839, 

Clark,  Daniel 1806, 

Dawson,  John  B 1841, 

Garland,  Rice 1834, 

Gurley,  Henry  H 1823, 

Harmanson,  John  H l^^^* 

Johnson,  Henry 1835, 

Johnston,  Josiah  S 1821, 

Labranche,  Alcee 1843, 

La  Sere,  Emile 1846, 

Livingston,  Edward 1823, 

Moore,  John 1841, 

Morse,  Isaac  E 1843, 

Overton,  Walter  H 1829, 

Poydras,  Julian 1809, 

Ripley,  Eleazar  W .'. .  1835, 

Robertson,  Thomas  B 1812, 

Slidell,  John 1843, 

Thibodeaux,  B.  G 1845, 

Thomas,  Philemon 1831, 

White, Edward  D.... 


5  1829, 
I  1839, 


'29- 
'34 
'21 
'41 
'09^ 
'4& 
'40 
'31. 
'47 
'39 
'23 
'45 
'47 
'29 
'43 
'47 
'31 
'12 
'39 
'Id 
'45 
'47 
'35 
'34 
'43 


128 


Arkansas.— 1836. 
Senators, 

Ashley,  Chester 1844, 

Fulton,  William  S 1836, 

Sevier,  Ambrose  H 1836, 

Represeniatires. 

Cross,  Edward 1839, 

Yell,  Archibald ^  }^^ 

Tennessee.— 1796. 

Senators. 

Anderson,  Alexander 1840,    *41 

Anderson,  Joseph 1797, 1815 

Blount,  William 1796,    '97 

f  1811     *14 
Campbell  George  W, .  • .  • .  ^  jgjg^    ,j^ 


'48 
'44 
'48 


'45 

'39 

'46 
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From  To 

Coe^^^WnUam: J  IS  1^5 

EatoAfJohDH 1818,  '29 

Foster,  Ephraim  H 1 839,  '45 

Grundy,Felix J  j84o)  Ml 

Jackson,  Andrew \  jgjg'  ,25 

Jsrnai^in,  Spencer 1843,  '47 

Nicholson,  A.  O.  P 1841,  '42 

Smith,  Daniel .^..    I  i^^'  »09 

Turney,  Hopkins  L 1845,  '61 

Wharton,  Jesse 1814,  '15 

11TV.     IT     u  T                       $  1825,  '35 

White,HughL |j83g|  ,4^ 

Whiteside,  Jcnkin 1809,  '1 1 

Williams,  John 1815,  '23 

Repre9eniativ€s» 

Alexander,  Adam  R 1823,  '27 

Allen,  Robert 1819,  '27 

Arnold,  Thomas  D ^  j^^  J^  [^ 

Ashe,  John  B 1843*,  '45 

Bell,  John 1827,  '41 

Blackwell,  Julius  W |  }^^^|  !^^ 

3lair,  John 1823*,  '37 

Bloont,  William  G 1815,  '19 

3owen,  John  H 1813,  '15 

Brown,  Aaron  V 1839,  '45 

Brown,  Milton 1841,  '47 

Bryan,  HenryH 1819,  '23 

Bunch,  Samuel 1833,  '37 

•Campbell,  G*  W 1803,  '09 

Campbell,  Thomas  J. 184 1,  '43 

Campbell,  WiUiam  B 1837,  '43 

Cannon,  Newton. )  1819'  ?23 

''Carter,  WiUiam  B 1835^  '41 

Caruthers,  Robert  L 1841,  '43 

'   Chase,  L.  B 1845,  '47 

Cheatham,  Richard 1 837,  '39 

Claiborne,  Thomas 1817,  '19 

Claiborne,  William  C.  C 1797,  I8OI 

Cocke,  John 18I9,  '27 

Cocke,  William  M 1845,  '47 

Crockett,  David J  J^27,  ;31 

•Crockett,  John  W 1837,  '41 

Crozier,  John 1845,  '47 

•CuHom,  Alvan 1845,  '47 

Desha,  Robert 1827,  '31 

Dickinson,  D.  W 1833,  '35 

Dickinson,  David  W 1843,  '45 

Dickson,  William 1801 ,  '07 

Dunlap,  William  C 1833,  '37 

iTwine,  Edwin  H 1845,  '47 

Fitzgerald,  William. 1831,  '33 

Forrester,  J.  B 1833,  '37 

Gentry,  Meredith  P j  }^;  !^ 

Grundy,  Felix I8I1I  '14 


From  To 

Hall,  William 1831,  'SB 

Harris,  Thomas  K .1813,  '15 

Henderson,  Bennett  H 1815,  '17 

Hogg,  Samuel 1817,  '19 

Houston, Samuel..... 1823,  'ST 

Humphreys,  Perry  W 1813,  *16 

HunUman,Adaffl 1835,  '37 

Inge,  William  M 1833,  '35 

Isaacs,  Jacob  C 1823,  '33 

Jackson,  Andrew 1796,  '97 

Johnson,  Cave J  }^'  '^ 

Johnson,  Andrew 1843,  '47 

Jones,  Francis 1817,  '23 

Jones.GeyreeW 1843,  '47 

Lea,Lukl." 1833,  '37 

Lee,  Prior 1827,  '31 

Marable,JohnH 1825,  '29 

Marr,  George  W.  L 1817,  '19 

Martin,  Barclay 1845,  *47 

Maury,  Abraham  P 1835,  '39 

M'CIellan,  Abraham 1837,  '43 

Miller,  Pleasant  M 1809,  '11 

Mitchell,  James  C 1825,  '29 

Peyton,  Bailie 1833,  '37 

Peyton,  Joseph  H. 1843,  '45 

Polk,  James  K 1825,  '39 

Powell,  Samuel 1815,  '17 

Reynolds,  James  B |  }|^|  '^ 

Rhea,John 11S17,  '23 

Sandfoid,  James  T 1823,  '25 

Sentcr,  William  T 1843,  '45 

Sc,vier,  John 1811,  '15 

Shields,  Ebenezer  J 1835,  '39 

C  1823  '25 

Standifer,  James J  Jg^^  ;^ 

Stanton,  Frederick  P 1 845,  »47 

Stone,  William 1838,  '39 

Thomas,  Isaac 1815,  '17 

Turney,  H.L 1837,  '43 

Watterson,  Harvey  M 1839,  '43 

Weakley,  Robert 1809,  »11 

Wharton,  Jesse 1807,  '09 

White,  James ....1792,  '94 

Williams,  Christopher  H 1837,  '43 

Williams,  Joseph  L 1837,  '43 

Kentucky.— 1792. 
Senators. 

Adair,  John 1805,  '06 

Barry,  William  T 1814,  '16 

t»uv  n  Ti#  .$1811,  '14 

Bibb,  George  M J  1829,  '35 

Bledsoe,  Jesse 1813,  'f5 

Breckenridge,  John 180 1 ,  '05 

Browne,  John 1792,  '05 

I  1806,  '07 

Clay,  Henry {  I8IO,  '11 

i  1831,  '42 

(  1817,  '19 

Crittenden,  John  J <  1835,  '41 

(1842,  '48 
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From  To 

Edwards,  John 1792,  '95 

Hardin,  Martin  T. 1816,  '17 

Johnson,  Richard  M. 1819,  '29 

Logan,  William 1819,  '20 

Marshall,  Humphrey 1795, 1801 

Morehead,  James  T 1841,  '47 

Pope,  John 1807,  '13 

Rowan,  John 1825,  '31 

Talbot,  Isham J  J^^J  ^^ 

Thnrston,  John  Bnckner 1805,  '10 

Walker,  George 1814,  '16 

Hepraeniedives, 

Adair,  John 1831,  '33 

AUan,  Chilton 1|31,  '37 

Anderson,  Richard  C 1817,  '21 

Anderson,  S.  H 1839,  '41 

Andrews,  L.W 1839,  '43 

Barry,  William  T 1810,  '11 

Beatty,  Martin 1833,  '35 

Bed inger,  George  M 1 803,  '07 

Bell,  Joshua  F 1845,  '47 

Breckenridi?e,  J.  D 1821,  '23 

Brown,  William 1819,  '23 

Buckncr,  Richard  A 1823,  '29 

Bullock,  Wingfield 1820,  '21 

Butler,  William  0 1839,  '43 

Caldwell,  George  A 1843,  '45 

Calhoun,  John 1835,  '39 

Campbell,  John 1837,  '38 

C  1828  '29 

Chambers,  John ^^535^  ,39 

Chilton, Thomas j  |^^7,  '31 

Christie,  Henry 1809,  '1 1 

/^,    1    T                                  ^  1813,  '16 

Clark,  James \  ^S2oy  '31 

C  1811,  '14 

Clay,  Henry ^815,  '21 

I  U<23,  '25 

Coleman,  Nicholas  D 1829,  '31 

Daniel,  Henry 1827,  '33 

Davis,  Amos 1833,  '35 

Davis,  Garret 1839,  '47 

Davis,  Thomas  T 1797, 1803 

Desha,  Joseph 1807,  '19 

Duval  William  P 1813,  '15 

Fletcher,  Thomas 1816,  '17 

Fowler,  John 1797,1807 

French,  Richard j  1343  945 

Qaither,  Nathan 1829*  '33 

Graves,  William  J 1835,  '41 

Green,  Willis 1839,  '45 

Greenup,  Christopher 1792,  '97 

Grider,  Henry 1843,  '47 

(  1815,  '17 

Hardin,  Benjamin {1819,  '23 

(  1833,  '37 

Harlan,  James :i835,  '39 

Hawes,  Albert  G 1831,    '37 


From 

Hawes,  Richard 1837] 

Hawkins,  Joseph  W 18 14j 

Henry,  Robert  P .....1823, 

Hopkins,  Samuel 1813, 

Howard,  Benjamin. 1801 

Johnson,  Francis I82l! 

Johnson,  James 1825^ 

Johnson,  John  T 1821 

Johnson,  Richard  M i\^^ 

Eincaid,  John 1829^ 

Lecompte,  Joseph 1825^ 

Letcher,  Robert  P 1823, 

Love,  James 1833, 

Lyon,  Chittenden 1827 

Lyon,  Matthew 1803. 

Marshall,  Thomas  A 183 1, 

Marshall,  Thomas  F. 1841 

Martin,  John  P 1845^ 

M<Hatton,  Robert 1826 

M<Henry,  John  H 1843 

M<£ee,  Samuel 1809, 

M'Lean,Alney |  J|{^; 

Menifee,  Richard  H 1831 

Metcalfe,  Thomas 1819, 

r   IglQ 

Montgomery,  Thomas i  ]821 

Moore,  Thomas  P |  jg^; 

Murray,  John  L. 1838, 

(  1811 

New,  Anthony <  1817, 

I  1821 

Ormsby,  Stephen 181 1 

Orr,  Alexander  D 1792, 

Owsley,  Bryan  Y 184 1 

Pope,  John 1837, 

Pope,P.  H 1833 

Quarles,  Tunstall 18 17. 

Robertson,  George  C 1817 

Rowan,  John 1807 

Rumsey,  Edward 1837 

Sanford,  Thomas 1803 

Sharpe,  Solomon  P 1813, 

Smith,  John  S. 1821 

Southgate,  William  W 1837, 

Speed,  Thomas 1817, 

Sprigg,  James  C 1841 

Stone,  James 1843, 

Taul,Micah 1815, 

Tibbatts,  John  W. 1843, 

Thomasson,  William  P 1843, 

Thompson,  John  B 1841 

Thompson,  Philip 1823, 

Tompkins,  Christopher 1831. 

Trimble,  David 1817, 

Triplett,  Philip. . . : 1839, 

Trumbo,  Andrew 1845, 

Underwood,  Joseph  R 1835, 

Walker,  David 1817, 

Walton,  Matthew 1803, 

White,  David 1823^ 

White,  John 1836^ 


To 
'41 
'15 
'27 
'15 
'10 
'27 
'26 
'26 
'19 
'37 
'33 
*3Z 
'33 
'35 
'36 
'U 
'35 
'43 
'47 
'29 
'47 
'17 
'17 
'21 
'39 
'29 
'15 
'23 
'29 
'34 
'39 
'13 
'19 
'23 
'17 
'97 
'43 
'43 
'36 
'20 
'21 
*09 
'39 
'07 
'17 
'23 
'39 
'19 
'43 
'46 
'17 
'47 
'47 
•43 
'26 
'36 
'27 
'43 
'47 
'43 
'20 
'07 
'26 
'46 
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From 

Wicklifie,  Charles  A. 1823, 

Williams,  Sberrod 1 835, 

Woodson,  Samuel  H 1820, 

Yancey,  Joel 1827, 

Young,  William  F 1825, 

Young,  Bryan  R 1845, 

Ohio.'1803. 

Senators. 

Anen,  William • . .  1837, 

Brown,  Ethan  A 1822, 

Burnett,  Jacob 1828, 

Campbell,  Alexander 1809, 

Corwin,  Thomas 1845, 

Ewing,  Thomas 1831, 

Griswold,  S 1809, 

Harrison,  William  Henry 1825, 

Kerr,  Joseph 1814, 

Meigs,  Return  J 1808, 

Morris,  Thomas 1833, 

Morrow,  Jeremiah ^  18 13, 

Ruggles,  Benjamin 1816, 

Smith,  John 1803, 

Tappan,  Benjamin 1839, 

Tiffin,  Edward 1807, 

Trimble,  William  A 1819, 

Worthington,  Thomas j  |g^^' 

Repreientatives. 

Alexander,  John 1813, 

Alexander,  J.,  jr 1837 

Allen,.  William. .  * 1833 

Allen,  John  W. 1837; 

Andrews,  S.  J 184 1 

Barber,  Levi, J  {^g 

Bartley,  Mordecai 1823, 

Beall,  Rezin 1813 

Beccher, Philemon........   j  ~g^' 

Bell,  James  M 1833! 

Bond,  William  K 1835! 

Brinkerhoff,  Henry  R 1843, 

Brinkerhoff,  Jacob 1843 

Brush,  Henry 1819j 

Caldwell,  James 18 1 3, 

Campbell,  John  W 1817, 

Chambers,  Dayi(l 1821 

Chaney,  John 1833i 

Clendenen,  David 1815^ 

Coffin,  Charles  G 1838^ 

Cooke,  Eleutheros. 183 1, 

Corwin,  Thomas 1831 

Cowen,  Benjamin  S 184 1! 

Crane,  Joseph  H 18291 

Creighton,  William 1  1827 

Cummins,  John  D 1845. 

Cunningham,  Francis  A 1845, 

Davenport,  John 1827^ 

Dean,  Ezra 1841 


To 
'33 
Ml 
>23 
*31 
'27 
'47 


'49 
'25 
'31 
'13 
'51 
'37 
'09 
'28 
'16 
'10 
'39 
'19 
'33 
'08 
'45 
'09 
'22 
'07 
'14 


'17 
'39 
'35 
'41 
'43 
'19 
'23 
'31 
'15 
'21 
»29 
'35 
'41 
'44 
'47 
'21 
'17 
'27 
'23 
'39 
'17 
'39 
'33 
'40 
'43 
'37 
'17 
'33 
'47 
'47 
'29 
'45 


From  Tm 

Delano,  Columbus 1845,  '47 

Dean,  Ezra 1841,  '45 

Doane,  William 1839,  '43 

D«nc«i,  Alexander j  }^J  l*^ 

Faran,  James  J 1845,  '47 

Findlay,  James 182^,  '33 

Florence,  Ellas 1843,  '45 

Fries,  George 1845,  »47 

Gazley,  James  W 1823,  '25 

Giddings,  Joshua  R 1839,  '47 

Goode,  Patrick  G 1837,  >43 

Goodenow,  John  M 1829,  '31 

Hamer,  Thomas  L 1833,  '39 

Hamlin,  Edward  S 1844,  '45 

Harper,  Alexander |  jg^^'  ^^ 

Harrison,  William  Henry 1816,  '19 

Hastings,  John 1839,  '43 

Herrick,  Samuel 1817,  '21 

Hitchcock,  Peter 1817,  '19 

Howell,EIias 1835,  '37 

Hunter,  William  H 1837,  »39 

Irvin,  William  W 1829,  '33 

Jennings,  David 1825,  '26 

Johnson,  Perley  B 1843,  '45 

Jones,  Benjamin 1833,  '37 

Kennon,  WiUiam J  }g^'  '^ 

Kilbom,  James 1813^  '17 

Kilgore,  Daniel 1835,  '39 

Leavitl,  Humphrey  H 1831,  '34 

Leadbetter,  D.  P 1837,  '41 

Loomis,  A 1837,  '38 

Lytle,  Robert  T 1833,  '35 

Mason,  Samson 1835,  '43 

Mathiot,  Joshua 1841,  '43 

Matthews,  James 1841,  '45 

M* Arthur,  Duncan 1823,  '25 

M'Causlen,  William  C 1843,  '45 

M'Dowell,  Joseph  J 1 843,  '47 

M*Lean,  John 1813,  '16 

M'Lean,  William 1823,  '29 

M'Lene,  Jeremiah 1833,  '37 

Medill,  William 1839,  '43 

Mitchell,  Robert 1833,  '35 

Moore,  Heman  A 1843,  '44 

Morris,  Calvary 1837,  »43 

Morris,  Joseph 1843,  '47 

C  1803  *13 

Morrow,  Jeremiah j  ^^41  43 

Muhlenberg,  Francis 1828,  '29 

^^r\s^>ls^^<^ SK  '47 

Patterson,  John 1823,  '25 

Patterson,  William 1833,  '38 

Pendleton,  N.  G 1841,  '43 

Pcrrill,  Augustus  L 1845,  '47 

Potter,  Emery  D 1843,  '45 

Ridgeway,  Joseph 1837,  '43 

Root,  Joseph  M 1845,  '47 

Ross,  Thomas  R 1819,  '25 

Russell,  William {iml  '43 
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From 

Sawyer,  William 1 845, 

Sehenck,  Robert  C 1843^ 

Shannon,  Thomas. 1826, 

Sheplcr,  Matthias 1837, 

Shields,  James 1829, 

Sloane,  John 1819, 

Sloane,  Jonathan 1833, 

Spangler,  David 1833, 

Stanberry,  William 1827, 

Starkweather,  D.  A |  }^^> 

St.  John,  Henry 1843* 

Stokelcy,  Samuel 1841, 

Storer,  Bellamy 1835, 

Stone,  Alfred  P 1844, 

Swearingen,  Henry. 1839, 

Sweeney,  Geoi^e 1839, 

Taylor,  Jonathan 1839, 

Thompson,  John j  jggg' 

Thnrman,  Allen  6 1845, 

Tilden,  Daniel  R 1843, 

Vance,  Joseph J  {^^| 

Van  Metre,  John  J 1843* 

Vinton,  Samnel  F ^  j|^' 

Webster,  Taylor ' 1833, 

Weller,  John  B 1839, 

Whittlesey,  Elisha 1823, 

WUson,  William 1823, 

Woods,  John 1825, 

Wright,  John  C 1823, 

Indiana.— 1816. 
Senators. 

Bright,  Jesse  D 1845, 

Hanna,  Robert 1831, 

Hanncgan,  Edward  A 1843, 

Hendricks,  William 1825, 

Noble,  James 1816, 

Smith,  Oliver  H 1837, 

Taylor,  Waller 1816, 

Tipton,  John 1832, 

White,  Albert  S 1839, 

Represeniaiives. 

Blake,  Thomas  H 1827, 

Boone,  Ratliff \im' 

Brown,  William  J 1843* 

Call,  Jacob 1824, 

Carr,John |  \^l'^ 

Cathcart,  Charles  W 1 845, 

Cravens,  James  H 1841, 

(  1835, 
Davis,  John  W <  1839, 

t  1843, 
Dunn,  George  H 1837, 

Ewine,John {l^l 


To 

'47 
M7 
'27 
»39 
'31 
'29 
'37 
'37 
'33 
'41 
'47 
'47 
'43 
'37 
»45 
'41 
'43 
'41 
'27 
'37 
'47 
'47 
'35 
'47 
'45 
'37 
'47 
'39 
'45 
'39 
'27 
'29 
'29 


'51 
'32 
'49 
'37 
'31 
'43 
'25 
'39 
'45 


'29 
'27 
'39 
'45 
'25 
'37 
'41 
'47 
'43 
'37 
'41 
'47 
'39 
'35 
'39 


From 

Graham,  William 1837. 

Hannegan,  Edward  A 1833. 

Hendricks,  William 1816. 

Henley,  Thomas  J 1843^ 

Herod,  William 1837, 

Howard,  Tilghman  A 1839j 

Jennings,  Jonathan 1822, 

Kennedy,  Andrew 1841 

Einnard,  George  L 1833 

Lane,  Amos 1833 

Lane,  Henry  S 1841 

M'Carty,  Jonathan.... > 1831 

M'Gaughey,  Edward  W 1845. 

Owen,  Robert  Dale 1843 

Pettit,  John. 1843, 

Prince,  William 1823, 

Proffit,  George  H 1839, 

Rariden,  James 1837, 

Sample,  Samuel  C 1843, 

Smith,  Oliver  H 1827 

Smith,  Caleb  B 1843, 

Smith,  Thomas ^  HH 

Test,  John |  }^g 

Thompson,  Robert  W 1841 

Wallace,  David 1841 

White,  Albert  S 1837, 

White,  Joseph  L 1841. 

Wick,  William  W |  Jg^g' 

Wright,  Joseph  A 1843^ 


To 
'39 
'37 
'22 
'47 
'39 
'40 
'31 
'47 
'37 
'37 
'43 
'37 
'47 
'47 
'47 
'24 
'43 
'41 
'45 
'29 
'47 
'41 
•47 
'27 
'31 
'43 
'43 
'39 
'43 
'41 
'47 
'45 


Illinois. — 1818. 
Senators, 

Baker,DavidJ 1830,  '31 

Breese,  Sidney 1843,  '49 

Edwards,  Ninian 1818,  '24 

Ewing,  William  L.  D 1836,  '37 

Kane,  Elias  E 1825,  '36 

McLean,  John J  j^^J  '^^ 

M«Roberts,  Samuel 1841,  *43 

Robinson,  John  M 1831,  '41 

Semple,  James 1843,  '47 

Thomas,  Jesse  B 1818,  '29 

Young,  Richard  M 1837,  '43 

Representatives, 

Baker,  Edward  D 1845,  '47 

Casey,  Zadock 1833,  '43 

Cooke,  Daniel  B 1819,  '27 

Douglass,  Stephen  A 1843,  M7 

Duncan,  Joseph 1827,  '35 

Ficklin,  Orlando  B 1843,  '47 

Hardin,  John  J 1843,  '46 

Hoge,  Joseph  P 1843,  '47 

May,  WUliamL 1835>  '39 

M'Lean,  John 1818,  '19 

M'Clernand,  John  A. 1843,  '47 

B        u     T  V  $  1835,  '37 

Reynolds,  John .  •  •  • I  ^^^*  ,^^ 
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SUde,  Charles 1833,  ^34 

Smith,  Robert 1843,  M7 

Snyder,  A.  W 1837,  "39 

Stuart,  John  T 1839,  M3 

Wentworth,  John 1843,  »47 

MI880UXI.— 1821* 
Stfuitora. 

Atchison,  Dayid  R : .  1843,  M9 

Barton,  David 1 82 1 ,  *3 1 

Benton,  Thomas  H 1821,  '51 

Backnor,  Alexander 183 1,  '33 

Linn,Lcwisr 1834,  »43 

Representatives, 

Ashley,  William  H 1831,  *37 

Bates,  Edward 1827,  »29 

Bower,  Gastavus  B 18 13,  M5 

Bowlin,  James  B 1843,  M7 

Bull,  John 1833,  »35 

Edwards,  John' C 1841,  '43 

Harrison,  Albert  G 1835,  ^39 

Hughes,  James  M 1843,  '45 

-                ,  ,                           <  1840,  '31 

Jameson,  John <  i843  '45 

Miller,  John 1837*,  '53 

PetUs,  Spencer 1829,  '3 1 

Phelps,  Johns 1845,  '47 

Price,  Sterling 1845,  '47 

Relfe,  James  H 1843,  '47 

Scott,  John 1821,  '27 

Sims,  Leonard  H 1845,  '47 

MicHioAK.— 1836. 
Siholors, 

Cass,  Lewis 1845,  '48 

Lyon,  Lucius 1836,  '40 

NorveU,John 1836,  '41 

Porter,  Aaguslus  A 1 840,  '45 

Woodbridge,  WilUam 1841,  '47 

Represeniiitives, 

Chipman,  John  S 1845,  '47 

Crary,  Isaac  E 1836,  '41 

Howard,  Jacob  M 1841,  '43 

Hunt,  James  B 1843,  '47 

Lyon,  Lucius 1843,  '45 

M<CleUand,  Robert 1343,  '47 

Florida.— 1845. 

Senators. 

Yulee  [Levy],  David 1845,  '51 

Westcott,  James  T 1845,  '49 

Represeniaiivu, 

Cabell,  Edward  C.  (rejected) . .  1 845,  MS 

Broekenbrougb»  W.  H 1845,  '47 

Texas.— 1845. 
'Senators. 

Houston,  Samuel 1846,  '49 

B^k,  Thomas  J 1846,  '51 


BepruasiativiMm 

Kanffman,  David  S 1846,  *47 

Pilsbnry,  Timothy 1846,  '47 

DBLEGATSB  FROM  TBKRITORIB& 
Northwest  Territory  {Ohio,  *c-)- 

Fcaring,  Paul 1801,  XB 

Harrison,  WiUiam  Henry 1799,  180S 

Southwest  Territory  (Texneestty 

White,  James 1792,  '94 

Indiana. 

Jennings,  Jonathan 1809,  *1S 

Parke,  Benjamin 1805,  W 

Thomas,  Jesse  B 1808,  '09 

Orleans  (Louisimna). 

Clarke,  Daniel 1806,  'W 

Poydras,  Julian 1809,  '12 

Mississippi. 

Greene,  Thomas  M 1802,  '03 

Hunter,  Nors worthy 180 1,  tif 

Lattimore,  William \\s^\  'n 

Poindexter,  George 1807^  '13 

jSlabama. 

Crowell,John 1817,  M9 

Illinoie. 

Bond,  Shadrach 1811,  MS 

Pope,  Nathaniel 1816,  »18 

Stephenson,  Benjamin 1812^  *1€ 

Missouri. 

Easton,  Rufus 1814,  *16 

Hamsted,  Edward 1811,  '14 

Scotl,  John 1816,  '21 

Michigan. 

Biddle,John 1829,  '31 

Jones,  George  W 1835,  '36 

Lyon,  Lucius 1833,  '35 

Richard,  Gabriel 1823,  ^25 

Sibley,  Solomon 1820,  ^23 

w        A     .•    Ti                      5  1825,  ^29 

Wing,AusUnE Il83ll  '33 

Woodbridge,  WiUiam 1819*,  'SO 

Jrkansas. 

Bales,JamesW 1820,  *23 

Conway,  Henry  W 1823,  »29 

Sevier,  Ambrose  H 1829,  ^36 

Florida. 

Call,RichardK 1823,  *25 

Downing,  Charles 1837,  »41 

Hernandez,  Joseph  M 1822,  ^23 

Levy,  David 1841,  '45 

White,  Joseph  M 1825,  '37 

Wiseonein. 

Dodge,Hcnry 1841,  »43 

Doty,  James  D 1839,  '41 

Jones,  George  W 1837,  '39 

Martin,  Morgan  L 1845,  '47 

Iowa, 

Chapman,  William  W 1839,  '41 

Dodg^Augustus  C 1841,  '47 
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Mains. 

Senators, 

From 

Bradbury,  John  W 1847, 

Fdssenden.  William  P 1868, 

Hamlin,  HanDibal 1849, 

Moor,  Wyman  B.  S 1848, 

SepresentcUivea. 

Andrews,  Charles 1851, 

Appleton,  John 18S1, 

Bekher,  Hiram 1847, 

Benson,  Samuel  P 1858, 

Clapp.  Asa  W.  H 1847, 

Clark,  Franklin 1847, 

Furley,  E.  Wilder 1858, 

Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D. 1861, 

Gerry,  Elbridge 1849, 

Goodenow,  Robert 1861, 

Goodenow,  Rufus  E 1849, 

Hamlin,  Hannibal 1847, 

Hammons,  David 1847, 

Litllefield,  Nathaniel  S 1 849, 

M'Donald,  Moses 1851', 

Mayall,  Samuel 1853, 

Otis,  John 1849, 

Reed,  Isaac 1852, 

Savtelle,  Cullen 1849, 

Smart,  Ephraim  K |  \lf^'^ 

Stetson,  Charles 1849, 

Washburn,  Israel,  jr. 1851, 

Wiley,  James  S 184^, 

Williams,  Hezekiah 1847, 

Kew  Haicfbhibje. 
Senators. 

Atherton,  Charles  G. 1853, 

Cilley,  Joseph 1846, 

Hale,  John  P. 1847, 

Korris,  Moses,  jr. .1849, 

Williams,  Jared  W. 1858, 

Bepresentatives, 

Hibbard,  Harry 1847, 

Johnson,  James  H 1847, 

Kittredge,  George  W. 1853, 

Morrison,  George  W. ]  1868* 

P^afllee^  Charles  H 1 847*, 


•62 
'58 
'49 
'55 
'49 
'49 
'55 
'56 
'51 
'53 
'51 
'49 
'49 
'51 
'55 
'55 
'51 
'53 
'51 
'49 
'53 
'51 
'55 
'49 
'49 


From  To 

Perkins,  Jared 1851,  *58 

Tuck,  Amos 1847,  '63 

Wilson,  James 1847,  '^0 

Yermomi; 

Senators. 

Foot^  Solomon 1851,  '67 

Phelps,  Samuel  S 1853,  '64 

Bepresentatives. 

Bartlett,  Thomas,  jr. 1 851,  '68 

Collamer,  Jacob 1847,  '48 

Hebard,  William ^ 1849,  '68 

Henry,  Willam 1847,  '6S 

Marsh,  George  P 1847,  '49 

Meacham,  James 1849,  '55 

Miner,  Ahiman  L. 1851,  '68 

Peck,  Lucius  B. 1847,*  '51 

Sabine,  Alvah «  .1853,  '65 

Tracy,  Andrew 1853,  '66 

M&fleAGHusvm. 

Senators. 

Everett,  Edward 1868,  '69 

Rantoul,  Robert^  jr 1851,  '61 

Sumner,  Charles 1 851,  '57 

Webster,  Daniel ; 1847,  '60 

Winthrop,  Robert  U 1860,  '61 

Bepresentatives. 

Abbott,  Amos. .  ^ 1847,  '49 

Adams,  John  Q. 1847,  '48 

Allen,  Charles ;....1849,  '6S 

Appleton,  William 1861,  '66 

Ashroun,  George 1847,  '61 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P 1 858,  '66 

Crocker,  Samuel  L 1853,  '66 

Davis,  GeorgeT 1851,  '53 

Dewitt,  Alexander h  858,  '56 

Dickinson,  Edward 1 858,  '56 

Duncan,  James  H. 1849,  '53 

Edmonds,  J.  Wiley 1868,  '66. 

Elliot,  Samuel  A. 1860,  '61 

Elliot^  Thomas  D 1854,  '6& 

Fay,  FrancisB 1852,  '6a 

Fowler,  Grin 1849,  '6^ 

Goodrich,  John  Z. 1861,  '66. 

Grinnell,  Joseph 1 847,  '61 

Hale,Artema6 1846»  '49* 
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From  To 

Hudson,  Charles 1847,  *49 

King,  Daniel  P 1847.  '60 

LitUe,  Edward  P 1842,  '63 

Mann,  Horace 1848,  '68 

Palfrey,  John  G 1847,  '49 

Rantoul,  Robert,  jr 1851,  '62 

Rockwell,  Julius 1847,  '61 

Sabine,  Lorenzo 1862,  *63 

Scudder,  Zeno 1 861,  '64 

il845  *47 

1851*  '6'> 

Upham,  Charles  W 1 853*,  '65 

Walley,  Samuel  H 1 853,  '65 

Wentworth,  Tappan 1853,  '65 

Wintbrop,  Robert  C 1 847,  '60 

Rhodb  Island. 
SencUors. 

Allen,  Philip 1858,  '59 

Clarke,  John  H 1847,  '68 

James,  Charles  T 1851,  '67 

RepretetUativet. 

Cranston,  Robert  B 1 847,  '49 

Davis,  Thomas 1853,  '65 

Dixon,  Nathan  F 1849,  '61 

King,  George  G 1849,  '68 

Thurston.  Benjamin  B. |  jg^ J'  !^g 

CoNioDcrncuT. 

Sefiaiara. 

Baldwin,  Roger  S. 1847,  *61 

Smith,  Truman 1849,  '66 

Toucej,  Isaac 1862»  '67 

Repreteniativet, 

Belcher,  Nathan 1863,  '55 

Booth,  Walter 1849,  '61 

Butler,  Thomas  B. 1849,  '61 

Chapman,  Charles 1851,  '68 

Cleveland,  Chauncey  F 1849,  '68 

Dixon,  James 1847,  '49 

Hubbard,  Samnel  D. 1 847,  '49 

Ingersoll,  Colin  M 1851,  '66 

Pratt^  James  T 1858,  '55 

Rockwell,  John  A 1 847,  '49 

Seymour,  Origen  S. 1 851,  '66 

.Smith,  Truman 1847,  '49 

Waldo,  LorcnP 1849,  '61 

NewTobk. 
Senaton, 

Tish,  Hamilton 1861,  '57 

'Seward,  William  H. 1849,  '66 

ReprewrUatives, 

Alexander,  H.  P. 1849,  *61 

Andrews,  George  R 1849,  '61 

Babcook,  Leander 1 861,  '63 

Sennett^  Henry 1849,  '65 


From  *To 

Birdsall,  Ausbum 1847,  *49 

Blackmar,  Esbon 1848,  '49 

Bokee,  David  A 1849,  .'61 

Bowne,  Obadiah 1851,  '6S 

Boyd,  John  H. 1851,  '63 

Brijrgs,  George 1 84>,  '6S 

Brooks,  James 1849,  '63 

Buell,  Alexander  H 1851,  '68 

Burrows,  Lorenzo 1849,  '6$ 

Carpenter,  David 1858,  '66 

Chase,  George  W 1863,  '66 

Clarke,  Charles  K. 1849,  '51 

Collins,  William 1847,  '49 

Conger,  Harmon  & 1847,  '51 

Cumraings,  Thomas  W. 1868,  *65 

Cutting.  Francis  B. 1853,  '66 

Dean,  Gilbert 1851,  '55 

Duer,  William 1847,  *61 

Fenton,  Reuben  E 1858,  '65 

Flftgler»  Thomaa  F 1853,  '56 

Floyd,  John  G.   1851,  '63 

Gott,  Daniel 1847,  '61 

Gould,  Herman  D. 1 849,  '61 

Greeley,  Horace 1848,  '49 

Hall,  Nathan  K 1847,  '49 

Hallo  way.  Ransom 1849,  '51 

Hart,  Emanuel  K 1861,  '68 

Hascall,  Augustus  P. 1 851,  '63 

Hastings,  Goorge 1853,  '65 

Haven,  Solomon  G 1861,  '65 

Haws,  J.  H.  Hobart 1851,  '58 

Holley,  John  M 1847,  '48 

Holmes.  Elias  B 1847,  '49 

Horsford,  Jerediah 1851,  '68 

Howe,  Thomas  Y.,  jr. 1851,  '68 

Hughes,  Charles 1858,  *66 

Hunt,  Washington 1847,  '49 

Hunter,  William  G 1843,  '44 

Ives,  Willard 1861,  '58 

Jackson,  David 1847,  '43 

Jackson,  William  T 1 849,  '51 

Jenkins,  Timothy |  }^^J|  iJJ 

Jones,  Daniel  T. 1851*,  '65 

Kellogg,  O.  D 1847,  '49 

King,  John  A 1849,  '61 

King,  Preston 1849.  '63 

Lawrence,  Sidney ,.  1847,  '49 

Lawrence,  William  T. 1 847,  '49 

Lord,  Frederick  W. 1847,  '49 

Lyon,  Caleb 1853,  *65 

Maclay,  William  R 1847,  '49 

Martin,  Frederick  a 1851,  '58 

Marvin,  Dudley 1847,  '49 

Matteson,  Orsamus  B. |  jg^g»  !^ 

M'Kissock,  Thomas 1849*,  '51 

Maurice,  James 1 853,  '65 

Morgan,  Edwin  R 1868,  '65 

Mulhn,  Joseph 1847,  '49 

Murphy,  Henry  0 1847,  '49 

Murray,  William .1851,  '66 

Nelson,  William 1847,  '61 

Niooll,  Henry y 1847»  '4A 
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Olirer,  Andrew , .  .1858, 

Peck,  Jared  V 1863, 

Peckham,  Rufua  W. 1863, 

Perkina,  Bishop 1868, 

Petiie,  George 1847, 

Phoenix,  J.  P. 1849, 

Pringle,  Benjamin ^  ,  .1863, 

Putnam,  Harvey ',  .1847, 

Reynolde,  Gideon 1847, 

Risley,  Elijah 1849, 

Robie,  Reuben 1861, 

Rose,  Robert  L 1847, 

Rowe,  Peter 1853, 

Rumsey,  David 1847, 

Russell,  Joseph 1851, 

Sackett,  William  A 1849. 

8age,  Russell 1853, 

Schermerhorn,  A,  M 1849, 

Schoolcraft^  John  L. 1849, 

Bchoonmaker,  Marius 1861, 

Seymour,  Dvvid  L. 1 851, 

Sherrill,  Eliakim 1847, 

Silvester,  Peter  H 1647. 

Simmons,  George  A 1 868» 

Slingerlaud,  J.  1 1847* 

Smith,  Geirit 1853, 

Snow,  William  W 1861, 

Spanlding,  Elbridge  G 1849, 

Starkweather,  G.  A. 1847, 

Stevens,  Abraham  P 1861, 

Strong,  Stephen 1847, 

Tallmadge,  Frederick  A 1847, 

Taylor,  John  J. 1858, 

Thurman.  John  R., 1849, 

Tweed,  William  M, 1863, 

Underbill,  Walter 1 849, 

Walbridge,  Hiram 1863, 

Walbridge,  Henry  S 1861, 

Walden,  Hiram 1 849, 

Walker,  William  A 1 863, 

Walsh,  Mike 1868, 

Warren,  Cornelius 1847, 

Wells,  John 1861, 

Westbrook,  Theodorio  R. 1858, 

Wheeler,  John 1868, 

Whiter  Hugh 1 847, 

Nxw  Jebset. 

Miller,  Jacob  W. 1847, 

Stockton,  Robert  F. 1861, 

Thomson,-  John  R 1 868, 

Wright,  William. ..,. 1858,. 

ItepreMntatives, 

Brown,  George  H. 1861, 

Edsall,  Joseph 1847, 

Gregory,  Dudley  8 1847, 

Hampton,  James  G. .  1 '. .  .1847, 

Hay,  Andrew  K 1849, 

King,  James  G. 1849, 

Lilly,  Samuel 1863, 

Kewell,  William  A 1 847, 

PeDnington,  Alexander  0. 11 .  .1868, 


To 
'65 
*65 
'65 
'66 
'49 
'61 
'66 
'61 
'61 
'61 
'63 
'61 
'65 
'61 
'63 
'63 
'66 
'63 
'63 
'63 
'63 
'49 
'61 
'66 
'49 
'66 
'63 
?61 
'49 
'63 
'49 
'49 
'66 
'61 
'66 
'61 
'66 
'63 
'61 
'66 
'66 
'49 
'63 
'65 
'65 
'61 


'63 
'63 
'67 
.'69 

'68 

'49 
'49 
'49 
'61 
'61 
'65 
'61 
*65 


From  To 

Price,  Rodman  M. 1861,  '68 

Skelton,  Charles 1851,  *66 

Slratton,  Nathan  T 1861,  '66 

Vail,  George 1863,  '66 

Van  Dyke.  John 1847,  '61 

Wildriok,  Isaac 1849,  '68 

PxmfBYLVANIA. 

Senatora. 

Broadhead,  Richard,  jr. 1861,    *67 

Cooper,  James 1849,     '65 

jRepreaentativet,  . 

Allison,  John 1861 

Bibighaus,  Thomas  M. 1851 

Blanchard,  John 1847, 

Brady,  Jasper  EL 1847, 

Bridges,  Samael  A |  }®^|' 

Brodhead,  Richard,  jr. 1847, 

Brown,  Charles 1847, 

Butler,  Chester 1846, 

Calvin,  Samuel 1849, 

Casey,  Joseph 1849, 

Chandler,  Joseph  R. 1849, 

Curtis,  Carlton  B, 1851, 

Danner,  Joel  B 1850, 

Dawson,  John  L. . . . , 1851 

Dickey,  John 1847^ 

Dickey,  Jesse  C. 1849, 

Dick,  John 1863, 

Dimmick,  Milo  M 1849, 

Drum,  Augustus 1863, 

Eckert,  George  N 1847, 

Everhart,  William 1868, 

Farrelly,  John  W. 1847, 

Florence,  Thomas  B 1851, 

Freedley,  John 1847, 

Fuller,  Henry  M. 1851 

Gamble,  James 1851 

Gilmore,  Alfred 1849, 

Grow,  Galusha  A. 1861 

Hampton,  Moses 1847i 

Hiester,  Isaac  EL 1858, 

Hornbeck,  John  W 1847, 

Howe,  John  W.. . . ; 1849, 

Howe,  Thomas  M 1861, 

Ingersoll,  Charles  J 1847, 

Ingersoll,  Joseph  R 1847, 

Irvin,  Alexanaer 1847, 

Jones^  J.  Glancy |  J^^J 

Kuhns,  Joseph  H. 1861, 

Kurtz,  William  H. 1861 

Levin,  Lewis  C 1847, 

Mann,  Job 1847, 

M'Culloch,  John 1868, 

M'llvaine,  Abraham  R 1847, 

M'Lanahan,  James  X 1 849, 

M'Nair,  John 1861 

Middleswarth,  Ner 1868, 

Moore,  Henry  D 1849, 

Morrison,  John  A. 1861 

Muhlenberg,  Henry  A. 1868 
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'68 
'68 
'49 
'49 
'49 
'66 
'49 
'49 
'61 
'61 
'61 
'66 
'66 
'61 
'66 
'49 
'61 
'65 
'68 
'66 
'49 
'66 
'49 
'66 
'61 
'63 
'66 
'63 
'66 
'61 
'66 
'48 
'68 
'65 
'49 
'49 
'49 
'63 
'65 
'68 
'65 
'61 
'61 
'65 
'49 
'68 
'55 
'65 
'63 
'68 
'64 
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Nat.  Henry 1847, 

Ogle,  Andrew  J 1849, 

Paoker,  Asa 1858, 

Parker,  Andrew .'..«.  .1851, 

Pitman,  Charles  W 1 849, 

Pollock,  James. . . . , 1847, 

Reed,  Robert  R 1849, 

Ritchie,  David ^  , .  .1868, 

Robbins,  John,  jr.. ... , 1849, 

Ross,  Thomas 1849, 

Riissell,  Samuel  L 1858, 

Stevens,  Thaddeus 1 849, 

Stewart,  Andrew 1847, 

Stranb,  Christian  M. 1853, 

Strohm,  John < 1847, 

Strong,  William 1847, 

Thompson,  James 1847, 

Trout,  Michael  C 1853. 

Wilmot,  Dftvid 1847, 

Witte,  William  H 1863, 

Wright,  Hendrick  B 1868, 

Delaware. 

Bayard,  James  A. 1851, 

Clayton,  John  M 1853, 

Spruance,  Presley 1847, 

Wales,  John 1849, 

Representatives, 

Houston,  John  W 1847, 

Riddle,  George  R 1851, 

Martlandl 
Senators, 

Pearee,  James  A 1849, 

Pratt,  Thomas  G 1 850, 

Stewart,  David 1849, 

Hepreseniatives, 

Bowie,  Richard 1849, 

Chapman,  John  G 1847, 

Cottman,  Joseph  S 1851, 

Crisfield,  John  W 1847, 

Evans,  Alexander 1847, 

Franklin,  John  R. 1853, 

Hamilton,  William  T 1849, 

Hammond,  Edward 1 849, 

Kerr,  John  B 1849, 

Liffon,  Thomas  W 1847, 

Miane,  Robert  M. 1 847, 

May,  Henry 1853, 

Roman,  James  D 1847, 

Shower,  Jacob 1 853, 

Sollera,  Augustus  R 1 853, 

Vanzant.  Joshua .1853, 

Walsh,  Thomas  Y 1851, 

VlRGINU.  ' 

Senators, 

Hunter,  Robert  M.  T. • . .  .1847, 

Hmod,  James  M. 1847, 


From  To 
Representatives, 

Atkinson,  Archibald. . . , 1847,  ''49 

Averctt,  Thomas  H 1849,  *68 

Bayly,  Thomas  H 1847,  '66 

Beaie,  James  M.  H. 1849,  '58 

Beale,  R.  T.  L 1847,  '49 

Bedinger.  Henry 1847,  '49 

Bocock,  Thomas  a 1 847,  *66 

Bolts,  John  M 1847,  '49 

Brown,  William  G 1846,  '49 

Caskie,  John  S 1861,  *66 

Clemen^  Sherrard 1862,  '68 

Edmundson,  Henry  A 1849,  *66 

Faulkner,  Charles  J 1851,  '66 

Flournoy,  Thomas  S 1 847,  '49 

Fulton,  Andrew  S 1847,  '49 

Goggin,  William  L. 1847,  '49 

Goode,  William  0 1868,  '66 

Hnymond,  Thomas  S 1849,  '61 

Holladay,  Alexander  R 1849,  '68 

Kid  well,  Zedekiah 1853,  '55 

Letcher,  John 1851,  '66 

M'Dowell,  James 1846,  '61 

M'Mullen,  Payette 1849,  '66 

Mende,  Richard  K 1 847,  '68 

Millson,  John  6 1849,  '65 

Morton,  Jeremiah 1849,  '61 

Parker,  Richard  ! 1 849,  '61 

Pendleton,  John  a 1847,  '49 

Powell,  Pnulns 1849,  '56 

PreBton,  William  R 1 847,  '49 

Seddon,  James  A. 1849,  '61 

Smith,  William 1858.  '65 

SnodgrasJ^ohn  F 1858,  '65 

Strother,  James  F 1851,  '68 

Thompson,  George  W.    1 861,  '6i 

Thompson,  R  A 1847,  '49 

KoBTH  Carolina. 
Senators, 

Badger,  George  E 184«,  '65 

Mangum,  Willie  P. 1847,  '53 

Representatives, 

Ashe,  William  a 1849,  '55 

Barringer,  Daniel  M 1847,  '49 

Boy  don,  Nathaniel 1847,  '49 

Caldwell,  Joseph  P 1849,  '63 

Clingman,  Thomas  L. 1847,  '56 

Craige,  Burton 1853,  '65 

Daniel,  John  R  J. 1847,  '68 

De berry,  Edmund 1847,  *58 

Dockenr,  Alfred 1861,  '5^ 

Donnell,  RS 1847,  '49 

Kerr,  John 1868,  '65 

M'Kay,  James  J. 1847,  '49 

Morehead,  James  T 1851,  '53 

Outlaw,  David 1847,  '58 

Puryear,  Richard  CL 1 868,  '66 

Rogers,  Sion  H 1868,  '55 

Ruffin,  Thomas 1868,  '55 

Shaw,  Henry  M, 1868,  '55 

Shepperd,  Augustus  H 1847,  '51 
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SUdIt,  Edward 1849,  '53 

Yenable,  Abraham  W. 1847,  '58 

"  Sovra  Carouka.' 
Befiators, 

Barnwell,  Robert  W. 1850,  /60 

Butler,  Andrew  P 1847,  '55 

Cnlhoun,  John  C 1847,  '60 

Deeausfiure,  William  F. 1852,  '53 

Elmore,  Franklin  R 1850,  '50 

Evans,  Joeiah  J, 1853,  '59 

Bhett,  R.  Barnwell 1850,  '52 

Jiepre^entatiten, 

Aiken,  William 1861,  '55 

Bojce^  William  W. 1858,  '55 

Brooks^  Preston  S 1853,  '55 

Burt,  Armiatead    1 847,  '53 

Colcock,  William  F. 1849,  '58 

Holmes^  Isaac  E. 1847,  '51 

Keitt)  Lawrence  K. 1853,  '55 

M'Queen,  John 1849,  '55 

Orr,  James  L 1849,  '55 

Rhett,  R.  Barnwell 1847,  '49 

Simpson,  Richnrd  F. 1847,  '49 

Wallace,  Daniel 1847,  '58 

Woodward,  Joseph  A 1847,  '58 

Georgia* 

Smaiar^ 

Berrien,  John  M 1847,  '52 

Charlton,  Robert  M 1852,  *53 

Dawson,  William  C. 1 849,  *55 

Iverson,  Alfred 1865.  '61 

Johnson,  Hereules  V. 1 848,  '49 

Toomba,  Robert 1863,  '69 

ItepreierU€Uive9. 

Bailey,  David  J. 1851,  '55 

ChasUin,  Edward  W. igsi.  '66 

Cobb,  Howell 1847,  *51 

Colquitt,  Alfred  H. 1 853,  '65 

Dent,  William  B.  W 1 858,  '56 

Hackett,  Thomas  C. . . : 1 849,  '51 

Haralson,  Hugh  A. 1847,  '51 

Hillyer,  Junius 1851,  '55 

Iverson,  Alfred 1847,  '49 

Jackson,  Joseph  W i860,  *53 

Johnson,  James 1851,  *53 

Jones,  John  W. 1847,  '49 

King,  Thomas  B. 1847,  '50 

Lumpkin,  Joseph  H 1 847,  *49 

Owen,  Allen  P 1849,  '51 

Murphy,  Charles 1861,  '53 

Reese,  David  A 1858,  '55 

Seward,  James  Lt 1858,  **65 

Stephens,  Alexander  H. 1 847,  '55 

Toomba.  Robert 1847,  '53 

Wellborn,  M.  J 1849,  '51 

Alabjoca. 

Senatori, 

day,  Clement  Q,  jr 1858,  '59 

Qemexu^  Jeremiah 1849,  '58 


From  To 

Fitepatrick,:?eniamin J  j«J|  iJJ 

King,  William  R. 1848,  '62 

££presentaiiv49, 

Abererombie,  James 1851,  '65 

Alston,  William  J. 1849,  '61 

Bowdon,  Franklin  W 1 846,  '51 

Bragg,  John 1861,  '58 

Cobb,  W.  R.  W. 1847,  '56 

Cotteral,  J.  L.  T 1846,  '47 

Dowdell,  James  F.  4 1853,  '55 

Gayle,  John 1847,  '49 

Harris,  Sampson  W. 1 847,  '68 

Hilliard,  Henry  W. . .  .^ 1847,  '51 

Houston.  George  8 j  }8JJ;  !« 

Hubbard,  David 1849,  '51 

Inge,  Samuel  W. 1847,  '51 

Philips,  Philip 1 853,  '66 

Smith^William  R 1861,  '55 

White,  Alexander 1861,  '68 

MffWmBTPPL 

SeneUoTM, 

Adams,  Stephen 1862,  '67 

Brooke,  Walter 1862,  '58 

Davis,  Jefferson 1847,  'fll 

Foote,  Henry  S 1847,  '52 

Brown,  Albert  G. 1854^  '69 

JiepreBentaiivet.  ' 

Barksdale,  William 1868,  '56 

Barry,  William  a 1863,  '55 

Brown,  Albert  G 1847,  '68 

Featherstone,  W.  S 1 847,  '51 

Freeman.  John  D. 1861,  '58 

Harris,  Wiley  P. 1868,  '65 

M'Willie,  William  1849,  '61 

Nabers,  Benjamin  D. 1861,  '68 

Singleton,  Otho  R 1858,  '55 

Thompson,  Jacob 1847,  '51 

Tompkins,  Patrick  W. 1 847,  '49 

Wilcox,  John  A 1851,  '68 

Wright,  Daniel  B 1863,  '56 

LomszAiTA. 

SeficUors, 

Benjamin,  JudahP. 1858,  '69 

Downs,  Solomon  U 1 847,  '68 

Slidell,  John 1858,  '68 

^^^^^^ •.-)!%  'tl 

Repretmtaiives, 

Bullard.  Henry  A I860,  '51 

Conrad,  Charles  M. 1849,  '60 

Davis,  Samuel  B 1 868,  '55 

Dunbar,  William 1853,  '66 

Harmanson,  John  H. 1 847,  '51 

Landry,  J.  Aristide 1 861,  '58 

La  Sere,  Emile  ; 1847,  '61 

Moore,John .^1861,  'JiS 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


SENATORS  AND    RBPRB8ENTATIVE8   IN  CONORBSS. 


'1543 


Hone,  I«uie  R 1847, 

Peon,  Alexander  G 1861, 

Perkins,  John,  jr , 1 868, 

St  Martin,  Louw 1861, 

Smith,  John  B 1868, 

Thibodeauz,  B.  6^ 1847, 

Flobid^ 

Senaton. 

Mallory,  Stephen  R. 1861, 

Morton,  Jackson 1849, 

Westcott,  James  D.,  jr 1846, 

Yulee,  David  Levy 1846, 

JRepreBerUcU%ve9. 

Cabell,  Edward  C 1847, 

Maxwell,  Augustus  £ 1868, 

Senatcr^ 

Borland,  Solon 1848, 

Johnson,  Robert  W. 1 858, 

Sebastian,  William  E 1848, 

Reprttentativet. 

Greenwood,  Alfred  B 1868, 

Johnson,  Robert  W. 1 847, 

Newton,  Thomas 1846, 

Warren,  Edward  A. 1863, 

Tennbbsxk. 

Senators, 

Bell,  John 1847, 

Jone0^  James  C. 1862, 

JiepresentcUives, 
Anderson,  Joseph  M.  ...,..„ .  1849, 

Barrow,  Washington J  847, 

Bugg,  Robert  M. 1858, 

Campbell,  Brookins 1853, 

Chase,  Lucien  B. 1847, 

Churchwell,  William  M 1862, 

Cocke,  William  M 1847, 

Crozier,  John 1847, 

CuUom,  William 1861, 

Etheridge,  Emerson 1 868, 

Ewing,  Andrew 1849, 

Gentry,  Meredith  P. 1 847, 

Harris,  Isham  G 1849, 

Haskell,  William  T 1847, 

Hill,  H.L.W 1847. 

Johnson,  Andrew 1 847, 

Jones,  George  W 1847, 

Polk,  William  H. 1861, 

Ready,  Charles 1853, 

Savage,  John  H..: 1 849, 

Smith,  Samuel  A 1858, 

Stanton,  Frederick  P. 1847, 

Taylor,  Nathaniel  G 1 854. 

Thomas,  James  H 1847, 

Watkins,  Albert  G 1849, 

Williams,  Christopher  H 1849, 

Zollieoflfer,  Felix  K .1868, 


To 
'61 
'68 
'66 
'68 
'66 
•49 


'67 
'66 
'49 
'61 


'68 
'66 
'69 


'66 
'63 
'47 
'66 


'68 
'67 


'62 
•49 
'65 
'64 
'49 
•66 
'49 
'49 
'66 
'65 
•61 
•68 
'63 
'49 
'49 
'68 
'66 
'53 
'65 
'63 
'65 
'56 
'65 
'61 
'68 
'58 
'65 


EmtTCKT. 

SetiatorA 

From  To 

Clay,  Henry: ^ 1849,  '61 

Crittenden,  John  J 1865,  '62 

Dixon,  Archibald 1862,  '66 

Merriwether,  David 1862,  *62 

Metcalfe,  Thomas 1848,  '49 

Thompson,  John  B 1858,  '69 

Underwood,  Joseph  R 1847,  '68 

Repretentativet, 

Adams,  Green 1847,  '49 

Boyd,  Linn 1847,  '66 

Breck,  Daniel 1849,  '61 

Breckenridge,  John  C. 1 861,  '66 

Buckner,  Aylett 1 847,  '49 

Caldwell,  George  A. 1849,  '61 

Chrisman,  Jamea  S 1 868,  '66 

Clark,  Beverly  L. 1847,  '49 

Cox,  Leander  M 1868,  '65 

Duncan,  Gamett 1847,  '49 

Elliot,  John  M 1863,  '65 

Ewing.  Presley 1861,  '65 

French,  Aichaird 1847,  '49 

Gaines,  John  P. 1847,  '49 

Grey,  Benjamin  E 1861,  '65 

Hill,  Clements 1868,  '65 

Johnson,  James  L 1849,  '61 

Marshall,  Humphrey 1 849,  '62 

Mason,  John  C 1849,  '58 

M'Lean,  Finis  E 1849,-  '61 

Morehead,  Charles  a 1847,  '51 

Peyton,  Samuel  0 1847,  '49 

Preston,  William 1852,  '65 

Stanton,  Richard  H. 1 849,  '55 

Stone,  James  W. 1851,  '58 

Thompson,  John  B 1847,  *51 

Ward,  William  T. 1861,  '58 

White,  Addison 1851,  '58 

Oma 

Smaiora. 

Chase,  Salmon  P 1849,  '55 

Ewing,  Thomas 185<X  '51 

Pugh,  George  E 1865,  '61 

Wade,  Benjamin  F. 1 851,  '57 

Jiepre9mtaHve$. 

Ball,  Edward 1868,  '55 

Barrere.  Nelson 1851,  '68 

Bell,  Hiram 1852,  *68 

Bell,  John 1850,  '61 

Bliss,  George 1868,  '55 

Bu3by,  George  H. 1851,  '68 

Cable,  Joseph 1849,  '68 

Campbell,  Lewis  D 1849,  '66 

Canby,  Richard  S 1 847,  '49 

Cartter,  David  K. 1849,  '68 

Corwin,  Moses  B.  .* 1849,  '65 

Crowell,  John 1847,  *61 

Cummins^  John  D 1847,  '49 

Dickinson,  R. 1847,  '49 

Disney,  David  T. 1849,  '55 
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DnncAD,  Daniel 1847, 

EdgertoD,  Alfred  P 1861 

Edwards,  Thomas  0 1847, 

Elliflon,  Andrew 1863, 

Erana^  Nathan .1847, 

Faran,  James  J. 1847, 

Fiaher,  David 1847, 

Fries,  George 1847, 

Oaylord,  James  M. 1861, 

Oiddings,  Joshua  R 1847, 

Green,  Frederick  W 1861, 

Harlan,  Aaron 1863, 

Harper,  Alexander >  1861 

Harrison,  John  S 1863, 

Hoagland,  Moses 1849, 

Hnnter,  William  F. 1849, 

Johneon.  Harrey  A 1868, 

John^pn,  John 1861, 

Eennon,  William 1847! 

Lahm,  Samuel 1847, 

lindsley,  William  D 1868, 

MUler,  John  K 1847, 

Morris^  Jonathan  D. 1847, 

Kewton,  Ebenezer 1861, 

Kichol^  Matthias  H 1868, 

01d^  Edson  B 1849, 

Potter,  Emery  D 1849, 

Ritchey,  Thomas |  Jgjg 

Boot,  Joseph  M 1847! 

Bapp,  William  R 1868, 

Sawyer,  William 1847, 

Schenck,  Robert  G. 1847, 

Shannon,  Wilson 1868, 

Stanton,  Benjamin 1861 

Stuart^  Andrew 1868, 

Sweetser,  Charles 1849, 

Taylor,  John  L. 1847, 

Townsend,  N.  S 1861, 

Vinton,  Samnel  F 1847^ 

Wade,  Edward 1868, 

Welch,  John ; 1861, 

WhitUesey,  W.  A. 1849, 

Wood,AmoBE 1861, 

IlfDUNA. 

Senators, 

Bright^  Jesse  D 1861, 

Catheart,  Charles  W. 1862, 

Pettit,  John 1868, 

Whitoomb^  James 1849, 

JUpruetUaHvei, 

Albertson,  Nathaniel 1849, 

Brenton,  Samnel 1861, 

Brown,  William  J. 1849, 

Catheart,  Charles  W 1847, 

Chamberlain,  Ebenezer  M. 1858, 

Davis.  John  G 1861, 

Dunham,  Cyrus  1^ 1849, 

Dunn,  George  G 1847, 

Eddy,  Norman 1868, 

Embree,  Eliaha 1 847, 


To 
*49 
*66 
*49 
'65 
'49 
'49 
'47 
'49 
'68 
'66 
'66 
'66 
'68 
'66 
'61 
'68 
'66 
'68 
'49 
'49 
'66 
'61 
'61 
'68 
*66 
'65 
'61 
'49 
'66 
'61 
'66 
'49 
'61 
'66 
'63 
'66 
'63 
'66 
'63 
'61 
'66 
'63 
'61 
'62 


'67 
'68 
'66 
'62 


•61 
'63 
'61 
'49 
'66 
'66 
'66 
'49 
'66 
'49 


From  To 

English,  William  H. 1858,  '66 

Fitch,  Graham  K 1849,  '68 

Gorman,  Willis  A 1849,  '63 

Harlan,  Andrew  J. j  }|J^;  l^ 

Hendricks,  Thomas  A. 1861,  '66 

Henley,  Thomas  J 1847,  '49 

Julian,  George  W. 1849,  '61 

Lane,  James  H 1868,  '66 

Lockhart,  James 1861,  '68 

Maoe,  Daniel 1861,  '66 

McDonald,  Joseph  E 1849,  '61 

M'Gaughey,  Edward  W 1849,  '61 

Miller,  Smith 1863,  '66 

Parker,  Samuel  W. 1861,  '66 

Pettit,  John 1847,  '49 

Robinson,  John  L 1847,  '68 

Rockhill,  William 1847,  '49 

Smith,  Caleb  B 1847,  '49 

Thompson,  R.W Ii47,  '49 

Wick,WmiamW. 1847,  '49 

iLUNOm. 

Senators, 

Douglass,  Stephen  A. 1 847,  '69 

Shields,  James 1849,  '65 

Hepreeentativee. 

Allen,  James  C. 1868,  '65 

Allen,  Willis 1861,  '65 

Baker,  Edward  D 1849,  '61 

BisseU,  WilUam  H, 1849,  '65 

Campbell,  Thompson 1 861,  '68 

Ficklin,  Orlando  B j  j|^J;  Ij^ 

Harris^  Thomas  L 1849,  '61 

Knox,  James 1868,  '66 

Lincoln,  Abraham 1847,  '49 

M'Clernand,  John  A 1 847,  '61 

Molony,  Richard  S. 1851,  '68 

Norton,  Jesse  0 1868,  '65 

Richardson,  William  A 1847,  '65 

Smith,  Robert 1847,  '49 

Turner,  Thomas  J 1847,  '49 

Washburne,  Elihu  B 1868,  '66  . 

Wentworth,  John 1847,  *55 

Yates,  Richard 1861,  '66 

Young,  Timothy  R 1849,  '51 

HufiOUBL 

Senators, 

Atchison,  David  R. ..1849,  '55 

Geyer,HenryS 1861,  '67 

Hepreseniatives. 

Bay,  William  Y,  N 1849,  '51 

Benton,  Thomas  H 1863,  '55 

Bowlin,  James  B 1847,  '61 

Caruthers,  Samuel 1 868,  '65 

Darby,  John  F 1861,  '68 

Greene,  James  a 1847,  '61 

Hall,  Willard  P 1847,  '58 
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Jameson,  John 1847, 

Lamb,  Alfred  W 18M, 

Lindley,  John  J 1853, 

Miller,  John  G 1 888, 

Oliver,  Mordecai 1868, 

Phelps,  John  S 1847, 

Porter,  Gilchrist 1851, 

MicBioAir. 

Senatftrs, 

CasSk  Lewis 1849, 

Felch,  Alpheus 1847, 

Fitzgerald.  Thomas  H. 1848, 

8taart»  Charles  £ 1868, 

Repreuntative^, 

BiDffham,  K  a 1849, 

Buel,  Alexander  W. 1849, 

Clark,  Samuel 1858, 

Conner,  James  L 1851, 

M'CTellsnd.  Robert 1847, 

Noble,  David  A 1868, 

Penniman,  Ebenezer  J 1861, 

Sprague,  William 1849, 

8teven%  Hestor  L 1853, 

Stuart,  David 1853, 

«^o^i«a IImI: 

Texas. 

/Sefuitora 

Houston,  Samuel 1868, 

Bosk,  Thomas  J. , 1861, 

Rejyreuntativ€$. 

Bell,  PeterH 1858, 

Howard,  Volney  E 1849, 

Kaufman,  David  a 1846, 

Pilsburjr,  Timothy 1 846, 

Scurry,  Richardson 1851, 

Smythe,  George  W. I86S, 

«  lorwJL 

Dodge^  Augustus  C 1848, 

Jones,  George  W. 1848, 

RepretentativeB, 

Clark,  Lincoln 1851, 

Cook,  John  P 1853, 

Hastings,  L.  Clinton. . . .« 1846, 

Henn,  jBemhardt .' 1868, 

Leffler,  Shepherd 1846, 


To 
'49 
*66 
'56 
'55 
'66 
'56 
'68 


'67 
'68 
'49 
'69 


'61 
'61 
'66 
'63 
'49 
'65 
'68 
'61 
'66 
'65 
'49 
'68 


'59 
'67 

'66 
'58 
'51 
'49 
'63 
'65 


'65 
'69 


'63 

'65 
'47 
'56 
'61 


Miller,  Daniel  T. 1860^ 

Thompson,  William 1847, 

WiBoonanr. 

Dodffe,  Henry 1 848, 

Walker,  Isaac  P. 1846^ 

RepreutUaiivet, 

Cole,  Orsamus 1849, 

Darling,  Mason  C 1848, 

Doty,  James  D 184^ 

Durkee,  Charles 1849, 

Eastman,  Benjsmin  C. 1851, 

Lynde,  WilliaA  Pitt 1848, 

Macy,  JohnB. 1858, 

Wells,  Daniel,  jr. 186^ 

Caldobhia. 
SetuUart, 

Fremont,  John  C 1850, 

Gwin,  William  M. 1860^ 

Wellcr,  John  B 1851, 

Repre^erUatiffOi, 

Gilbert^  Edward 1850, 

Latham,  Milton  S 1868, 

MH>)rkle,  Joseph  W. . , 1861, 

M'Dougall,  James  A 186«\ 

Marshall,  Edward  C 1851, 

Wright,  George  H. 1 8601, 


*S1 


'M 


'«1 
•49 
'6S 
'6S 
'55 
'49 
'56 
'55 


•51 
'65 
'57 


'51 
'56 
'55 
'55 
'53 
'51 


DELEGATES  FROM  TERRITOKIEBL 

Oregon, — 1848. 

Lane,  Joseph 1851,    '55 

Thurston,  Samuel  B 1849^    '51 

IftntMso^o.— 1849. 

Rice,  Henry  M. 1858,    '56 

Sibley,  Henry  H 1849,    '58 

Nev>  Mexico, — 1860. 

Weightman,  R.  0. 1861,    '68 

Gallegos,  Jose  Manuel 1868,    '55 

CTlfoA— 1860. 
Bemhisel,  John  M. 1861«    '55 

Tras^'fi^foii.^1868. 
Lancaster,  Columbia 1864^    55 
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SESSIONS   OF   CONGRESS. 

TaStiU  $h»nng  the  Comtneneement,  Clote,  and  Duration  of  each  Section  of  Consnreu,  tk§ 
Number  of  AeU  and  Reiolutiona  passed,  and  of  Bills  petoed  or  retained  by  the  Executive, 
and  the  Speakers  of  the  House  of  Representattves.    [From  the  American  AlmoDac] 


10 


11 


13 


13 


Tr( 


24 


25  J 


26 


27  J 


28^ 


Session. 


Commenced. 


March  4, 
Jan'y  4. 
Dec.  6, 
Oct  24, 
Nov.  5, 
Dec.  2, 
Nov.  3, 
Dec.  7, 
Dec.  5, 
May  15, 
Nov.  13, 
Deo.  3, 
Dec.  2, 
Nov.  17. 
Dec.  7, 
Deo.  6, 
Oct  17, 
Nov.  5, 
Doc.  2, 
Dec.  1, 
Oct  26, 
Nov.  7, 
May  22, 
Nov.  27, 
Dec.  3, 
Nov.  4. 
Nov.  2, 
May  24, 
Dec.  6, 
Sept  19, 
Dec.  4, 
Dec.  2, 
Dec.  1. 
Nov.  16, 
Dec.  6, 
Nov  13. 
Dec.  3, 
Dec.  2, 
Deo.  1, 
Dec  6, 
Dec.  5, 
Dec.  4, 
Dec.  3, 
Dec.  1, 
Dec.  7, 
Deo.  6. 
Dec.  5, 
Dec.  3, 
Dec.  2, 
Dec.  1, 
Dec.  7, 
Dec.  5. 
Sept  4, 
Dec.  4, 
Dee.  3, 
Dec.  2, 
Dec.  7, 
May  31, 
Dec.  6, 
Dea  5, 
Dea  4, 
Dec  2, 
Pec.  1, 
Dec    7. 


1789 
1790 
1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1831 
1823 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1838 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1641 
1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 


Terminated. 


Sept  29, 
Aug.  19, 
March  3, 
May  8, 
Mar.  2, 
Jane  9, 
Mar.  3, 
Jane  1, 
'  Mar.  3. 
July  10, 
Joly  16, 
Mar.  3. 
May  14. 
Mar.  3. 
May  3, 
Mar.  3, 
Mar.  27, 
Mar.  3, 
Apr.  21, 
M!ar.  3, 
Apr.  25, 
Mar.  3, 
Jane  28, 
May  1, 
Mar.  3, 
Jaly  6, 
3, 
2, 


Mar. 
Aag. 
Apr.  18, 
Mar.  3, 
Apr.  30, 
Mar.  3. 
Apr.  20, 
Mar.  3, 
May  15, 
Mar.  3, 
May  8. 
Mar.  3, 
May  27, 
Mar.  3. 
May  22, 
Mar.  3. 
May  26, 
Mar.  3, 
May  31, 
Mar.  3, 
Jaiy  14, 
Mar.  3, 
Jane  30, 
Mar,  3, 
Jaly  4, 
Mar.  3. 
Oct  16, 
Jaiy  9, 
Mar.  3. 
July.  21. 
Mar.  3j 
Sept  13, 
Aug.  31, 
Mar.  3, 
Jane  17, 
Mar.  3, 
Aug.  10, 
Mar.    3, 


1789 

1790 

1791 

1793 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1803 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

18U8 

1809 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1823 

1823 

1824 

1835 

1826 

1827 

1838 

1839 

1830 

1831 

1833 

1833 

1834 

1825 

1836 

1837 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1841 

1842 

1843. 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1847 


i 

ti 

i 

S.1 

^1 

I 

&l 

ii 

1 

210 

29 

221 

49 

> 

88 

29 

1 

198 

45 

1) 

118 

32 

190 

66 

1 

121 

53 

178 

55 

89 

30 

11 

57 

17 

'  > 

246 

90 

. 

91 

49 

1 

165 

76 

107 

36 

148 

55 

88 

40 

163 

«^. 

119 

46* 

141 

46 

93 

49 

183 

68 

117 

37 

' 

38 

17 

"» 

156 

51 

91 

45 

2) 

246 

142 

1) 

122. 

66 

1 

71 

59 

■> 

134 

99 

► 

166 

113 

1> 

149 

181 

93 

117 

151 

142 

' 

108 

114 

162 

143 

1 

111 

65 

157 

133 

1 

02 

106 

179 

212 

88 

124 

169 

162 

90 

103 

176 

158 

1 
1 

93 

67 

176 

243 

4 

88 

126 

223 

311 

3' 

91 

147 

1 

211 

277 

1 

93 

113 

211 

377 

1 

89 

81 

43 

11 

i 

218 

277 

91 

249 

233 

106 

87 

41 

106 

30 

a' 

269 

299 

* 

89 

186 

196 

188 

' 

91 

93 

fi 

253 

185 

2 

87 

124 

Speakers. 


F.  A.  Mahlenbeig, 
Penn. 

Jon,  Trumhun.  Ot 

F.  A.  Muhlenberg. 

Jona.  Dayton,  N.  J. 

Jona.  Dayton. 

T.  Sedgwick.  MaM. 
Nath.  Macon,  N.O. 
Nath.  Macon. 
Nath.  Macon. 
J.B.yamum.MaflS. 

J.  B.  Vamum. 

Henry  Clay,  Ky. 

Henty  Clay. 
Lang.  Cheves,  S.  0. 

Henry  Clay. 

Henry  Clay. 

Henry  Clay. 

J.  W.  Taylor,  N.Y. 

P.  P.  Barbour,  Va. 
Henry  Clay. 
John  W.  Taylor. 
A.  Stevenson,  Va. 
A.  Stevenson. 

A.  Stevenson.     • 

A.  Stevenson. 
John  Bell,  Tenn. 

Jas.  K.  Polk,  Tenn. 

James  K.  Polk. 

B.M.T.Hunter,ya. 

John  White,  Ken. 

John  W.  Jones,  Va. 
John  W.  Davis,  Ind. 


Digitized  by " 


1544     VOTES  FOR  PRESIDENTS  AND  VICE-PRESIDENTS,  FROM  1789  TO  1849. 


•q^w  I 


•vvl 


•OH  I 


•III  I 


I  n  e 


•pai  I 


•o?MO  I 


•aoax  I 


c«  I  e«  e« 


•»7  I 


n      n   I  C9  n 


•«nw  I 


iiv  I 


•00£) 


•0*9 


i""^^ 


•ON 


i-l  f-i  r-l  <0  n         00^00^ 


<«•-•«      o      « 


•»A    S 


•pw 


■i»a 


t«  ^  ^  CO  09        lA  lO  O  M        O  0«  A  0«         A  0«  Ok  01        (O  lA  «0  lO         OO        00 


n      n  m  «      cs 


n  n      n  ^      ^  eo  o 


•aaoj 


•f  N 


•A*N 


•aao^ 


TH 


1WK 


•JA 


HN 


•»w 


00      00       n       00      00 


ssss      ^    ^ 


a»  A 


i^S 


2  8 


nio  (o  «o  <o 


<o  <o<ot»r*  r*r*  oorHt^oo 


las 

S5« 


»^V3 


t  - 


^4 


\o 


ill 


1-4       . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VOTES  FOR  PRESIDENTS  AND  TICE-PRESIDENTS,  FROM  1789  TO  1849.     1545 


C5  ^  ^  rs-  So  n. 

P5  1^  ^P 

ssgs- 

*  O  ■*  <» 

iwx 

S-S' 

r-  &  t'  o 

HSiH 

«r  CM  4  ev 

1 

(         1 

^   ^ 

*IMl 

«3         A 

'IMOII                             f                 1 

1         1 

*»^   * 

If         ^ 

*^^I*I                       II 

1         1 

^  » 

^         '* 

-i^rjl                1          t               1 

1         1 

n      rr 

?3         f» 

mvil                1         I 

1  «      n 

«  f» 

la      la 

IQ        lO 

-^^1                1         I 

1"      " 

«  ^ 

«      pj 

n      r> 

*r       ■* 

tiwl           ^     s 

" 

»      rt 

'      '        1'      "       1       '      * 

t^      t- 

*~      t* 

«        A 

m\^^ 

" 

»      w 

in       in        1  U3      n 

43         tA 

n      a 

n      a 

n    n 

■p^\^ 

" 

t4        n^ 

*      «        ,       »      « 

09         A 

2     S 

W         C4 

«       n 

•mo\        s    s 

O  Qf  Si 

IS         IP 

^      ^        {       ^       ^ 

^         ^ 

1!     S 

P         P 

S      3 

'^2  1           Z"^  *" 

•' 

T      * 

«      m    1       lo      «^ 

1  v^       la 

n       n 

Z    3 

^     £ 

1 

«ttsi  j^        r: 

• 

I^     n 

2  2    1  i      ^ 

la       r* 

»      « 

ei      M 

^tP=-      « 

1"" 

13        tt 

14         14            1    to         «! 

«      o 

o      o 

«        V 

1 

«,                     P3 

" 

n      PS 

'     '      1-     ' 

^      ^ 

«       Q 

«       9 

t*       r~ 

r 

" 

in           M5 

t»         *-           1    I-          t* 

1?^         E* 

n       a 

A         A 

.3 

1%      tj 

- 

»      m       I- 

s   ;:    IS      s 

3     S 

o      o 

^oa£)  1                    ■ 

at,       33 

^      «F-i 

ii      Si  I  s      S 

5     S 

a      m 

a      a 

-Tl 

*D'S^-             1=1 

2     2 

9 

1^  W  D 

o      to            1 

rt        lO          1  ^       ^ 

S     !S 

::    s  ! 

p4          ^ 

1 

*0  N  l-i            S 

-     2 

'«Al         SJ          i 

^^«     1 

S    3        1 

^    SI     t^       ^ 

S    Si 

f-      r- 

s 

1 

,14 

THl'^"^     2  a 

«e  D  r-" 

«  »>4« 

e^ia  rt  rt    1       o       v 

o       o 

»      «• 

m     m 

TO 

""   -s 

" 

rj       PI 

n      p» 

n       n 

rt      rt 

pa       P5 

n     n 

ra      ri 

Bcaj 

?.       s 

-s 

^      S 

g      i 

s  s 

s  s 

8    S 

s  s 

l;      ^ 

t^      r~ 

hf-xh 

r4lO 

m     (D 

m      m 

O)        tio 

D        CO 

IT*        K» 

t*,      p- 

3 

1 

'A*k|^^'^*S*' 

fll   01   ^ 

s:sss 

t*      « 

9    3 

^    S! 

s  s 

s      tp 

tJM 

'■YHHvri            ™                           S 

h 

ffi        <£ 

OD       • 

40        V 

D      d) 

V      IB   1  i»      e 

Jl 

'tmirj                       « 

*     ^ 

! 

V           n 

91 

^        * 

*     ■» 

^        ^ 

*      ^ 

'^F         ^ 

»     ^* 

l-fl 

n      n 

1 

h,           m 

^      ■* 

8   ::: 

^       * 

at      et 

-WH 

y>      » 

s 

t*           t- 

A 

t-         f- 

8     S 

t-^   t* 

*-       t^ 

«         V 

e      B 

& 

XI 

lO       « 

^ 

«      -i 

V 

a>      « 

JK   t' 

t-      H- 

W      to 

«     ffi 

J 

^U 

D         QD 

^ 

»      « 

r* 

P'  OQ  r^S 

s  s 

o      o 

n      V 

ift      a 

U 

■^K 

> 

1 

III 

|3^  i« 

Mil 

Jig  1 

16  :>* 

^  S   Q   « 

a  9  o  w 

fill 

> 

9  ■-'^ 

^  ;3g 

] 

L29 

Digiti2 

edbyLjC 

)OQle 

1546   T0TB8  rOR  PRE8IOBNT8  AND  VICS-PRXSIDENTB^  VROV  17W  TO  164S. 

RECAPITULATION  AND  REMARKS. 

1ft  Term,  1789.  Electors  69,  and  69  votes  for  6.  Wuhington.  J.  Adams  had  34 ; 
John  Jay  (N.  J.  6,  Del.  3,  Va.  1)  9 ;  R.  H.  Harrison  (Md.  6)  6 ;  J.  RnUed«e  (S.  C. 
6)  6;  J.  Hancock  (Pa.  2,  Va.  1,  S.  C.  1)  4;  6.  Clinton  (Ya.  3)  3;  S.  Huntington 
(Ct.  2)  2;  John  Milton  (6a.  2)  2 ;  J.  Armstrong  (Ga.  1)  1 ;  £d.  Telfair  (Cra.  1)  1 ; 
B.  Lincoln  (Ga.)  1— total  69.  Three  tUtos  (18)  did  not  vote,  viz.,  N.  York  8,  had  not 
passed  an  efectoral  law ;  R.  Island  3,  and  N.  Carolina  7,  had  not  adopted  the  constitutioo. 

2d,  1793.  Electors  135.  132  votes  for  G.  Washington,  and  3  (Md.  2,  a  C.  1) 
vacancies.  J.  Adams  received  77  votes ;  G.  Clinton  50 ;  Th.  Jefferson  (Kj.  4)  4 ; 
A.  Burr  (S.  C.  1)  l--total  132. 

3d,  1797.  Electors  138.  J.  Adams  received  71  votes ;  Th.  Jefferson  68 ;  Th. 
Pinckney  59;  A.  Burr  30;  a  Adams  (Ya.  15)  15;  01.  Ellsworth  (N.  H.  6,  Mass.  1, 
R.  I.  4)  n  J  G.  Clinton  (Ya.  3,  Ga.  4)  7  ;  John  Jay  (Ct.  5)  5 ;  James  Iredel  (N.  C. 
3)  3 ;  G.  Washington  (Ya.  1,  N.  C.  1)  2 ;  J.  Henry  (Md.  2)  2 ;  a  Johnson  (Mass. 
2)  2;  Ch.  C.  Pinckney  (N.  C.  1)  1. 

4th,  1801.  Electors  138.  Th.  Jefferson  received  73  votes;  A.  Burr  73;  J. 
Adams  65;  Ch.  C.  Pinckney  64 ;  John  Jay  (R.  I.  1)  1.  The  election  >as  carried  to 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  was,  on  the  36th  ballot,  chosen  pres- 
ident by  ten  states,  N.  Y.,  N.  J.,  Pa.,  Md.,  Ya.,  N.  C,  Ga.,  Tenn.,  Ky.,  Yt;  and 
Mr.  Burr,  vice-president.  After  this  the  constitution  was  altered,  so  as  to  require 
the  presiobnt  and  vice-president  to  be  separately  voted  for. 

Sthy  1805.    For  a  full  view  of  the  votes  see  table.  ^ 

6th,  18091  For  President :  J.  Madison  122  votes ;  Ch.  C.  Pinckney  47 ;  G.  Clin- 
ton (N.¥.  6)6;  vacancy  (Ky.)—toUl  176.  For  Vice-President:  G.  Clinton  113 
votes ;  Rufus  King  47 ;  J.  Langdon  (Yt.  6,  Ohio  3)  9 ;  J,  Madison  (N.  Y.  3)  3  ;  J. 
Monroe  (N.  Y.  3)  3  ;  1  vacancy  (Ky.)— total  176. 

7th.    1813.    See  table.    One  vacancy  in  Ohio. 

Sthy  1817.  For  PrMt({eii/ ;  J.  Monroe  183  votes :  Rufus  King  31;  4  vacancies 
(Del.  1,  Md.  3)  4— tptal  221.  For  Vice-President :  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  183  voles  ; 
John  E.  Howard  (Mass.  22)  22;  James  Ross  (Ct.  5)  5 ;  J.  Marshall  (Ot.  4)  4;  R. 
G.  Harper  (Del.  3)  3 ;  4  vacancies  (Del.  1,  Md.  3)— total  221. 

9th,  1821.  For  President :  J.  Monroe,  231 ;  J.  Q.  Adams  (N.  H.  1)  l^total  232. 
For  Vice-President:  D.  D.  Tompkins  218;  R.  Stockton  (Mass.  8)  8;  D.  Rodney 
(Del.  4)  4;  R.  Rush  (N.  H.  1)  1 ;  R.  G.  Harper  (Md.  1)  1— total  232.  3  ^ 


10th,  1825.  For  President :  A.  Jackson  99  votes ,  J.  Q.  Adams  84 ;  Wm.  H. 
Crawford  41 ;  Henry  Clay  37 — total  261.  Mr.  Adams  was  elected  by  the  house  of 
representatives.  See  table.  For  Vice-President:  J.  C.  Calhoun  182;  N,  Sanford 
80 ;  N.  Macon  (Ya.  24)  24 ;  A.  Jackson  (N.  H.  1,  Ct.  8,  Md.  1,  Mo.  3)  13 ;  M.  Yan 
Boren  (Ga.  9)  9 ;  Henry  Clay  (Del.  2)  2;   1  not  voting  (R.  I.)  1— total  260. 

Jlth,  1829.    See  table. 

12th,  1833.  For  President :  A.  Jackson  219  votes;  Henry  Clay  49  ;  J.  Floyd  (S. 
C.  11)  11 ;  W.  Wirt  (Yt.  7)  7  j  2  vacancies  (Md.)— total  288.  For  Vice-President : 
M.  Yan  Buren  189 ;  John  Sergeant  49 ;  Wm.  Wilkins  (Pa.  30)  30  j'  Henry  Lee  (a 
C.  11)  11 ;  Amos  Ellmaker  (Yt.  7)  7— total  286.    2  vacancies. 

13th,  1837.  For  President:  M.  Yan  Buren  170;  Wm.  H.  Harrison  73;  Hugh 
L.  White  26;  Daniel  Webster  14;  W.  P.  Mangum  11— total  294.  For  Vice-Pru- 
idmt :  R.  M.  Johnson  147;  Francis  Granger  77 ;  John  Tyler  47 ;  Wm.  Smith  23— 
total  294.    R.  M.  Jolinson  was  elected  by  the  senate. 

14th,  1841.  For  President :  W.  H.  Harrison  234 ;  M.  Yan  Buren  60— total  294 
For  Vice-President:  John  Tyler  234;  R.  M.  Johnson  48;  L.  W.Taxewell  11;  J. 
Polk  1— total  294. 

ISthy  1845.    For  full  vote  see  table.    lOth^  1849.    See  table. 
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SUCCESSIVE  ADMINISTRATIONS,  FROM- 1789  TO  1851. 

FIRST  ADMINI&rrRATION--1789  to  1797.— sioht  teAxs. 

Pbesident  :  George  Washington,  Virginia, 
Vice-President  :  John  Adams,  Massachuseiit. 

Secretaries  or  State  :  Thomas  Jefferson,  ol'Ya.,  Sept.  26, 1789 ;  Edmund  Ran- 
dolph, of  Ya.,  Jan.  2,  1794;  Timothy  Pickering,  of  <9»w,  Dec.  10,  1795.     ^YnM^ 

Secretaries  of  the  Treasury:  Alexander  Hamilton,  of  New  York,  Sept.  11, 
1789 }  Oliver  Woleott,  of  Conn.,  Feb.  3,  1795. 

Secretaries  of  War  :  Henry  Knox,  of  Mass.,  Sept.  12,  1789 ;  Timothy  Picker- 
ing, of  Mass.,  Jan.  2,  179$ ;  James  M'Henry,  of  Md.,  Jan.  27.  1796. 
l&CRETARiES  OF  THE  Natt  :  No  RRTy  department  daring  this  administration. 
Posthasters-General  :  Samuel  Osgood,  of  Mass.,  Sept.  26, 1789 ;  Timothy  Pick- 
ering, of  Mass.,  Nov.  7, 1794  $  Joseph  Habersham,  of  Ga.,  Feb.  25»  1795. 
Tean.  Bzpenditures.  Public  Debt.  Total. 

i789^The  expenditures  from  4th  March,  1789,  toSlst  December,  1791,  are 
1790  included  in  1791. 

$5,285,949  50  $7,207,539  02 

7,263,655  99  9,141,569  67 

6,819,505  29  7,529,575  55 

5,801,578  09  9,302,124  74 

6,084,411  61  10,435,069  65 

5,835,846  44  8,367,776  84 

$36,090,946  92  $51,983,655  47 


1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 

$1,921,589  52 
1,877,913  68 
1,710,070  26 
3,500,546  65 
4,350,658  04 
2,531,930  40 

$15,892,708  55 

SECOND  ADMINISTRATION— 1797  to  1801.— pour  tears. 

President  :  John  Adams,  MatfodituetU, 

Vice-President:  Thomas  Jefferson,  Virginia, 

Secretaries  of  State  :  Timothy  Pickering,  continued  in  office  j  John  Marshall, 
of  Va.,  May  13, 1800. 

Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  :  Oliver  Woleott  continued  in  office  j  S.  Dexter, 
of  Mass.,  Dec.  31,  1800. 

Secretaries  of  War  :  James  M'Henry  continued  in  office ;  S.  Dexter,  of  Mass.. 
May  13,  1800;  Roger  Griswold,  of  Conn.,  Feb.  3,  1801. 

Secretaries  of  the  Navy:  George  Cabot,  of  Mass.,  May  3,  1798,  declined; 
Benjamin  Stoddert,  of  Maryland,  May  21,  1798. 

Postmaster-General  :  Joseph  Habersham,  continued. 
Tean.  Ezpanditurea.  Public  Debt.  Total. 

1797  $2,833,590  96  $5,792,421  82  $8,626,012  78 

1798  4,623,223  54  3,990,294  14  '    8,613,517  68 

1799  6,480,166  72  4,596,876  78  11,077,043  50 

1800  7,411,369  97  4,578,369  95  11,989,739  92 

$21,348,351  19  $18,957,962  69  $40,306,313  88 


THIRD  ADMINISTRATION— 1801  to  1809.— eight  tears. 

President:  Thomas  Jefferson,  Virginia, 

Vice-Presidents  :  Aaron  Burr,  New  York ;  George  Clinton,  New  Fo^i^ 

Secretary  of  State  :  James  Madison,  of  Virginia,  March  5,  1801. 

Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  :  S.  Dexter  continued  in  office ;  Albert  Gallatin, 
of  Pa.,  Jan.  26,  1802. 

Secretary  of  War  :  Henry  Dearborn,  of  Mass.,  March  4,  1801. 

Secretaries  of  the  Navy:  Benjamin  Stoddert  continued  in  office;  Robert 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Jan.  26, 1802.    Jacob  Crowninriudd,  (tf  Mass.,  Maich  2, 180& 
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SUCCX88FFS   ADMINISTRATIONS,   VROM   1797  TO   184S. 


PosTMAnxRS-GENXRAL :  Joseph  Habersham  oontinned  lAolfiee;  Gideon  Qnaga, 
Conn.,  Jan.  26, 1802. 


Tears. 

Expenditiins. 

-  PabUcD«bt. 

Total. 

1801 

$4,981,669  90 

$7,291,707  04 

$12,273,376  94 

1802 

3,737,079  91 

9,539,004  76 

13,276,084  67 

1808 

4,002,824  24 

7,256,159  43 

11,258,983  67 

1804 

4,452,857  91 

8,171,787  45 

12,624,645  36 

1805 

6,357,234  62 

7,369,889  79 

13,727,124  41 

1806 

6,080,209  36 

8,989,884  61 

15,070,093  97 

1807 

4,984,572  89 

6,307,720  10 

11,292,292  99 

1808 

6,504,338  85 

10,260,245  35 

16,764,584  20 

$41,100,787  68 

$65,186,398  53 

$I06;287,186  21 

FOURTH  ADMINIffTRATION— 1809  to  1817.— xigbt 

President;  Jamis  Madison,  Virginia, 

Yic^Presidents :  George  Clinton,  New  York;  Elbridoe  Gerrt,  Mast, 
Secretaries  of  State  :  Robert  Smitb,  of  Md.,  6th  March,  1809 ;  James  Monroe, 
of  Ya.,  Nov.  25,  1811. 

Secretaries  of  the  Treasxtrt  :  Albert  Gallatin  continned  in  office ;  George  W. 
Campbell,  of  Tenn.,  Feb.  9,  1814 ;  Alexander  J.  Dallas,  of  Pa.,  Oct.  6,  1814. 

Secretaries  of  War  :  Wm.  Fastis,  of  Mass.,  March  7,  1809 ;  John  Armstrong, 
of  N.  Y.,  Jan.  19,  1813;  James  Monroe,  of  Ya.,  Sept.  26,  1814;  Wm.  H.  Crawfoid, 
of  Ga.,  March  2,  1815. 

Secretaries  of  the  Navt:  Panl  Hamilton,  of  S.  C,  March  7,  1809;  William 
Jones,  of  Pa.>  Jan.  12, 1813  ;  Benjamin  W.  Crowninshteld,  of  Mass.,  Dec.  17,  1814. 
Postmasters-General:  Gideon  Granger  continued  in  office;  R.  J.  Meigs,  of 
Ohio,  March  17,  1814. 

PnbUe  Debt. 

$6,452,554  16 

8,008,904  46 

8,009,204  05 

4,449,622  45 

11,108,128  44 

7,900,543  94 

12,628,922  35 

24,871,062  93 


Teaii 

Expendlturet. 

1809 

$7,414,672  14 

1810 

5,311,082  28 

1811 

5,592,604  86 

1812 

17,829,498  70 

1813 

28,082,391  92 

1814 

30,127,686  28 

1815 

26,953,571  00 

1816 

23,373,432  58 

$144,684,939  76 

$83,428,942  78 


Total, 
$13,867,226  30 
13,319,986  74 
13,601,808  91 
22,279,121  15 
39,190,520  36 
38,028,230  22 
39,582,493  35 
48,244,495  51 

$228,113,882  54 


FIFTH  ADMINISTRATION— 1817  to  1825.— uobt  tears. 

President  :  James  Monroe,  Ftrgtnia. 

Yice-Fresident  :  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  New  York. 

Secretary  of  State  :  John  Q.  Adams,  of  Mass.,  March  3, 1817. 

SfiCRETART  OF  THE  TREASURY :  Wm.  H.  Crawfoid,  of  Ga.,  March  5,  1817. 

Secretaries  of  War  :  Isaac  Shelby,  of  Ey.,  March  5, 1817,  declined  the  appoint- 
ment; John  C«  Calhoun,  of  S.  C,  Dec.  16, 1817. 

Secretaries  of  the  Naty:   Benjamin  W.  Crowninshield,  continued  in  office 
finith  Thompson,  of  N.  Y.,  Nox,  30,  1818;  S.  L.  Southard,  of  N.  J.,  Dec.  9,  1823. 

Postmasters-General:  Return  J.  Meigs  continued  in  office;  John  M<Lean,  of 
Ohio,  Dec.  9, 1823. 


Tears. 

Expenditures. 

Pttblic  Debt. 

TotaL 

1817 

$15,454,609  92 

$25,423,036  12 

$40,877,646  04 

1818 

13,808,673  78 

21,296,201  62 

35,10'«,875  40 

1819 

16,300,273  44 

7,703,926  29 

24,004,199  73 

1820 

13,134,530  57 

8,628,494  28 

21,763,024  85 

1821 

10,723,479  07 

8,367,093  62 

19,090,572  69 

1822 

9,827,580  55 

7,848,949  12 

17,676,529  67 

1823 

9,784,154  69 

6,530,016  41 

15,314,171  00 

1824 

15,330,144  71   ^ 

16,568,393  76 

31,898,538  47 

$104,363,446  63 

$101,366,111  22 

$206,729^67  86 
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SUCCESSIYB  ADMINISTRATIONS,   FBOM   1797   TO   184e.  1549 

SIXTH  ADMINISTRATION— 1824*  TO  1829.— foto  team. 

pRBSiDBNT :  JoHK  QmNCT  Adams,  MouodiutetU, 
Vice-President  :  John  C.  Calhoun,  SwUh  Carolina, 
Seceetart  of  State  :  Henry  Clay,  of  Ky.,  March  8,  1825. 
Secbetabt  or  the  Treasury  :  Richard  Rush,  of  Penn.,  March  7, 1825. 
Secretaries  op  War  .  Jas.  Barboar^  of  Va.,  March  7,  1825 ;  Peter  B.  Porter,  of 
N.  Y.,  May  26,  1828. 
Secretary  of  the  Nayy  :  Samuel  L.  Southard,  continaed  in  office. 
Postmaster-Oeneral  :  John  M<Lean  continued  in  office. 


Tean 

Expenditures. 

Public  Debt. 

TotaL 

1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 

$11,490,459  94 
13,062,316  27 
12,653,096  65 
13,296,041  45 

$12,095,344  78 
11,041,082  19 
10,003,668  39 
12,163,438  07 

$23,585,804  72 
24,103,398  46 
22,656,765  04 
25,459,479  52 

$50,501,914  31 

$45,303,533  43 

.      $95,805,447  74 

SEVENTH  ADMINISTRATION— 1829  to  1837.— eight  tears. 

President:  Andrew  Jackson,  Tenne^Me. 

Vice-Presidents:  John  C.  Calhoun,  SouiK  Carolina s  Martin  Van  Burev. 
New  Ywk. 

Secretaries  of  State  :  Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New  York,  March  6,  1829 ;  Ed. 
Livingston,  of  La.,  1831 ;  Louis  M<Lane,  of  Del.,  1833  ;  John  Forsyth,  of  6a.,  1834. 

Secretaries  of  the  Treasury:  Samuel  D.  Ingham,  of  Pa.,  March  6,  1829; 
Louis  M'Lane,  of  Del.,  1831 ;  Wm.  J.  Duane,  of  Pa.,  1833;  Roger  B.  Taney,  of 
Md.,  1833— not  confirmed  by  the  senate;  Levi  Woodbury,  of  N.  H.,  1834. 

Secretaries  of  War  :  John  H.  Eaton,  of  Tenn.,  March  9,  1829 ;  Lewis  Cass, 
of  Ohio,  1831. 

Secretaries  of  the  Navy  :  John  Branch,  of  N.  C,  March  9, 1829;  Levi  Wood- 
bury, of  N.  H.,  1831 ;  Mahlon  Dickerson,  of  N.  J.,  1834. 

Postmasters-Oeneral  :  Wm.  T.  Barry,  of  Ey.,  March  9,  1829 ;  Amos  Kendall^ 
of  Ky.,  1835. 


Yeart. 

Expenditures. 

Public  Debt. 

TotaL 

1829 

$12,660,490  62 

$12,383,867  78 

$25,044,358  40 

1830 

13,229,533  33 

-    11,356,748  22 

24,585,281  55 

1831 

13,864,067  90 

16,174,378  22 

30,038,446  12 

1832 

16,516,388  77 

17,840,309  29 

34,356,698  06 

1833 

22,713,765  11 

1,543,543  38 

24,257,298  49 

1834 

18,425,417  25 

6,176,665  19 

24;601,982  44 

1835 

17,514,950  28 

58,191  28 

•7,573,141  56 

1836 

29,621,807  82 
$144,546,404  08     ^ 

• 

29,621,807 ,82 

$65,532,603  36 

$210,079,007  44 

EIGHTH  ADMINISTRATION— 1837  to  J841.— four 

President  :  Martin  Van  Buren,  iV>i0  York. 

Vice-President  :  Richard  M.  Johnson,  K^ucky, 

Secretary  of  State  :  John  Forsyth,  appointed  June  27,  1834,  resigned  March 
3,  1841. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  :  Levi  Woodbury,  appointed  June  27,  1834,  re- 
signed March  2,  1841. 

Secretary  of  War:  Joel  R.  Poinsett,  appointed  March  7,  1837,  resigned 
March  2,  1841. 

Secretaries  of  the  Navy:  Mahlon  Dickerson,  appointed  June  30,  1834,  re- 
signed June,  1838;  James  E.Paulding,  appointed /mom  June  30,  1838;  resigned 
March  2,  1841.  - 

Postmasters-General  :  Amos  Kendall,  appointed  May  1,  1835,  resigned ;  John 
M«  Niles,  appointed /fxmi  May  25,  1840,  resigned  March  1, 1841.  ^  t 
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1550  8irCCB88IVE   ADMINI8TRATION8»   VROM   17»7  TO   1648. 


TMTt 

Ezpendlturefl. 

Pabllc  DebC. 

Total 

1837 

$31,793,587  24 

$21,823  91      , 

$31,815,410  15 

1838 

31,578,785  08 

5,605,720  27 

37,184,505  35 

1839 

25,488,547  73 

11,127,987  42 

36,616,534  15 

1840 

23,327,772  11 

4,086,614  70 

27,414,386  81 

$112,188,692  16 

$20,842,146  30 

$133,030,836  46 

NINTH  ADMINISTRATION— 1841  to  1845.— foitr  tkabs. 

Pbisidbnt  :  Gen.  Wflliam  ^ekrt  Harbison,  Ohio,    Died  April  4,  1841. 

Vics-pRKSiDXNT :  JoHN  Ttler,  Virginia, 

President  :  John  Ttler,  Virginia  (from  April  4,  1841). 

Secretaries  of  State  :  Daniel  Webster,  appointed  March  5,  1841,  resigned  May 
8,  1843;  Hugh  S.  Legar^,  appointed  May  9,  1843,  died  June  20, 1843;  Abel  P.  Up- 
ffanr,  appointed  Jnne  24,  1843,  died  February  28,  1844 ;  John  Nebon,  acting,  Febro- 
«ry  29,  1844 ;  John  C.  Calhoun,  appointed  March  6,  1844,  resigned  March  1, 1845. 

Secretaries  of  the  Treasury:  Thomas  Ewing,  appointed  March  5,  1841,  re- 
signed; Walter  Forward,  appointed  September  13,  1841,  resigned;  George  M.  Bibb, 
appointed  June  15,  1844,  resigned  March  3,  1845. 

Secretaries  of  War:  John  Bell,  appointed  March  5,  1841,  resigned;  JohnC. 
Spencer,  appointed  October  12,  1841,  transferred  to  treasury  department ;  James  H. 
Porter,  appointed  March  8,  1843,  rejected  by  the  senate;  William Wilkins,  appointed 
February  15,  1844,  resigned  March  3,  1845. 

Secretaries  of  the  Navt  :  George  £.  Badger,  appointed  March  5,  1841,  re- 
signed; Abel  P.Upshur,  appointed  September,  13, 1841,  transferred  to  department  of 
state;  David  Henshaw,  appointed  July  24,  1843,  rejected  by  the^  senate ;  Thomts 
W.  Gilmer,  appointed  February  15,  1844,  died  February  28,  1844;  John  T.'Maaon, 
appointed  March  14,  1844,  resigned  March  3,  1845. 

Postmasters-General:  Francis  Granger,  appointed  March  6,  1841,  resigned; 
Charles  A.  WickUfie,  appointed  September  13,  1841,  resigned  March  3,  1845. 

Tean  Expenditures.  Pnbtic  Debt.  Total. 

1841  $26,196,840  29  $5,600,689  74  $31,797,530  03 

1842  24,361,336  59  8,575,539  94  32,936,876  53 
1st  Jan.  to  Jan.  30, 

1843  11,256,508  60  861,596  55  12,118,105  15 
For  the  year  ending  Jan.  30, 

1844  20,650,198  01  2,991,802  84        -        33,642,010  85 
From  July  to  Dec  31, 

1844  11,700,159  50  1,538,478  06  13,238,637  56 

$94,164,952  99  $29,568,207  13  $123,^8,160  12 


TENTH  ADMINISTRATION— 1845  to  1849. 

President:  James  Knox  Polk.  Tenneasu, 

Vice-President  :  George  M.  Dallas,  Pennsylvania, 

Secretary  of  State:  Juies  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  appointed  March  5, 
1845.  ^ 

Secrbtakt  of  the  Treasvrt  :  Robert  J.  Walker,  of  Mississippi,  appointed  Mareh 
5, 1845. 

Secrbtart  of  War  :  William  L.  Marcy,  of  New  York,  appointed  March  5, 1843. 

Secretary  of  the  Navt  :  George  Bancroft,  of  Massachusetts,  appointed  Mardi, 
1845.    John  Y.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  appointed  1846. 

Postmaster-General:  Cave  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  appointed  March  5,  1845. 

Yews.  Expend.  exelneiTe  P.  Debt  PabMe  Debt 

{1645                    #21,370  049  •34;256,495 

1846                      86.813,290  45,659.659 

1847                       55,929,093  65,804.450 

1848                      42.811,970  64.704,693 


•146,724.408  C"  r^r^n]f> 
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SUCCXSSIVE   ADMINISTRATIONS,   FROH  1797   TO   1>57. 

ELEVENTH  ADMINISTRATION— 1849  to  1868. 


U550 


Pbesidkivt:  Zaohart  Tatlos.  LouiHana.    Died  July  9,  I860. 

Yicb-Pbebidint  :   Millard  Foxmor^  ^010  York. 

Presidknt:  Millabo  Fillmork,  New  York,  Succeeded  Zachary  Taylor,  on  his 
death,  July  9,  1860. 

Sborxtabib  of  Stats:  John  M.  Clayton,  of  Delaware,  appointed  Mareh  7,  1849, 
resiffned  July  10,  1860;  Daniel  Webster,  of  Maflsachusetta.  ap])ointed  July  20,  1860, 
died  October  24^  1862;  Edward  Everett,  of  Massachusetta.  appointed  November,  1862. 

SnoRBTARm  or  tbb  Trbasurt  :  William  M.  Meredith,  of  ^Pennsylvania,  appointed 
Maroh  7,  1849,  resigned  July  10.  1860;  Thomas  Corwln,  of  Ohio,  appointed  July  20, 
1860. 

Sbcketaribs  of  War:  George  W.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  appointed  March  7,  1849, 
resigned  July  10. 1850;  Charles  M.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana,  appomted  August  16, 1860. 

Sbgrraribs  or  the  Navy:  William  B.  Preston,  of  Yiramia,  appointed  March  7, 
1849.  resigned  July  10,  1860;  William  A.  Graham,  of  North  Cacohna,  appointed  July 
20.  1860,  resigned  1862;  John  P.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  appointed  1862. 

Sborxtaribs  of  thb  Imtirior:  Thomas  Ewing.  of  Ohio,  appointed  Mareh  7,  1849, 
resigned  July  10, 1860 ;  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  of  Virginia,  appointed  September  12, 
1860. 

Pobtvastebs-Gbneral:  Jacob  Collamer,  of  Vermont,  appointed  Mareh  7,  1849, 
resigned  July  10.  1860;  Nathan  E.  Hall,  of  New  York,  appointed  July  20^  1860^ 
'  resigned  1862;  Samuel  D.  Hubbard,  of  Connecticut,  appointed  1862. 

ATTOBmcTa-GENiERAL:  Reverdy  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  appointed  March  7,  1849, 
designed  July  10^  1860 ;  John  J.  Crittenden,  of  Eentuoky.  appointed  July  20.  1860. 


Year. 
1849 
1850 
1861 
1862 

$81,074,847 
48.876,798 
62,312.979 
49,728.386 

Aggregate  Expendltares. 

$67,681,667 

48,002,168 

48,005,879 

46.007.896 

Public  Deyt 
$64,704,698 
64,228.288 
62.'660.896 
67,660,896 

$1H647,610 

$176,491,610 

TWELFTH  ADMINISTRATION— 1868  to  1867. 

Prkidxnt:  Franklin  Pxkroe,  New  Hampshire, 

ViGE-PRniDRNT:  WiLUAM  R  KiNG.  Alabama.    Died  April  18,  1868. 

Sbgrxtart  of  State  :   William  L.  Marcy,  of  New  York,  appointed  March  7,  1868. 

SnoRKTAST  OF  TBB  Texaburt:  Jamcs  Guthrie,  of  Kentucky,  appointed  March  7, 
1868. 

Segretart  of  War:   Jefferson  Davis*  of  Mississippi,  appointed  March  7,  1868. 

Secbbiart  of  ihs  Navt:  James  C.  Dobbin,  of  North  Carolina,  appointed  Marofa  7, 
1868. 

Ssgbxtart  of  the  Interior  :  Robert  McClelland,  of  Michigan,  appointed  Mareh  7» 
1868. 

Postmasier-Gxneral:  James  Campbell.  ~of  Pennsylvania,  appointed  March  7,  1868» 

Attornxt-Gxnxral:   Caleb  Cuahing,  of  Massachusetts^  appointed  March  7,  1863. 


6th  OongresBL 

6th        •• 

18th  " 

81st  •• 

82d  ••      " 
88d 


PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  SENATE— Pro  Urn, 
(Omitted  on  page  1660.) 

I  Jacob  Read,  of  South  Carolina— «fter  W.  Bradford. 

John  Lawrence,  of  New  York — after  T.  Sedgwick. 
I  Uriah  Tracy,  of  Connecticut — after  8.  livermore. 

John  K  Howard,  of  Maryland — after  IT.  Tracy. 

Joseph  R  Yarnuro,  of  Massachusetts — after  W.  H,  Crawford* 

William  R  King;  of  Alabama. 

William  R  King. 'of  Alabama. 

David  R  Atchison,  of  Missouri 
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l^^  8UPJIEME    COURT. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Chief  Juiiicu  of(h%  Suprenu  Comri,  since  1789. 
John  Jay,  of  New  York,  commissioned  September  26,  1789. 
William  Cushini?,  of  Massachusetts,  January  27,  1796. 
Oliver  Ellsworth,  of  Connecticut,  March  4,  1796. 
John  Jay,»  of  New  York,  December  19,  1800. 
John  Marshall,  of  Virginia,  January  31,  1801. 
Roger  B.  Taney,  of  Maryland,  March  15, 1836. 

Msociaie  JusiiceM  of  the  Supreme  Court,  since  1789. 
John  Rutledge,  of  South  Carolina,  September  26,  1789. 
William  Cushins:,  of  Massachusetts,  September  27,  1789. 
Robert  H.  Harrison,  of  Maryland,  September  28,  1789. 
James  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  September  29,  1789. 
John  Blair,  of  Virs^inia,  September  30,  1789. 
James  Iredell,  of  North  Carolina,  February  10,  1790. 
Thomas  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  November  7,  1791. 
William  Patterson,  of  New  York,  March  4,  1793. 
Samuel  Chase,  of  Maryland,  January  27,  1796. 
Bushrod  Washington,  of  Virginia,  December  20,  1798. 
William  Johnson,  of  South  Carolina,  March  26,  1804. 
Brockholst  Livingston,  of  New  York,  January  16,  1807. 
Thomas  Todd,  of  Virginia,  March  3,  1807. 
Levi  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts,  January  7,  1811. 
John  Quincy  Adams,*  of  Massachusetts,  February  22,  1811 
Gabriel  Duvall,  of  Maryland,  November  18,  1811. 
Joseph  Story,  of  Massachusetts,  November  18,  1811. 
"*^mith  Thompson,  of  New  York,  December  9,  1823. 
Robert  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  March  9,  1826. 
John  McLean,  of  Ohio,  March.  7,  1829. 
Henry  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  January  6,  1830. 
James  M.  Wayne,  Georgia,  January,  1835. 
Philip  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  March  15,  1836. 
William  Smith,f  of  Alabama,  March  8,  1837. 
John  Catron,  of  Tennessee,  March  8.  1837. 
John  M'Kinley,  of  Alabama,  September,  1837. 
Peter  V.  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  March  3,  1841. 
Samuel  Nelson,  of  New  York,  February,  1845. 
Levi  Woodbury,  of  New  Hampshire,  January,  1846. 

MtomeyS'Generai  of  the  United  States,  since  1789. 
Edmund  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  September  26,  1789. 
William  Bradford,  of  Pennsylvania,  January  27,  1794. 
Charles  Lee,  of  Virginia,  December  10,  1795. 
Levi  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts,  March  5,  1801. 
Robert  Smith,  of  Marjiand,  March  3,  1805. 
John  Breckenridge,  of  Kentucky,  January  17,  1806. 
Ciesar  A.  Rodney,  of  Delaware,  January  20,  1807. 
William  Pinkney,  of  Maryland,  December  11,  1811. 
«Jlichard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania,  February  10,  1814. 
William  Wirt,  of  Virginia,  December,  16,  1817. 
John  M'Pherson  Berrien,  of  Georgia,  March  9, 1829. 
Roger  B.  Taney,  of  Mar)'land,  December,  1831. 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  of  New  York,  January,  1834. 
Felix  Grundy,  of  T«inessee,  August,  1838. 
Henry  D.  Gilpin,  of  Pennsylvania,  January,  1840. 
John  J.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  March,  1841. 
Hugh  S.  Legar^,  of  South  Carolina,  September,  1841. 
John  Nelson,  of  Maryli^id,  July,  1843. 
John  Y.  Mason,  of  Virgmia,  March,  1845. 
Nathan  Cliffoid,  of  Maine,  1846. 
Isaac  Toucey,  of  Connecticut,  1848. 
•    <MUned  the  appointment.       r  Mr.  Smith  declined,  and  Judge  M'Kinley  was  appoAH 
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EUcied. 

EUcted. 

JohnAdama    -       -    1789 

19   to  22. 

John  C.  Calhonnt   - 

1825 

Thomas  Jeflenon    -    1797 

23  and  24. 

Martin  Van  Buren  - 

1833 

Aaron  Burr      -       -    1801 

25  and  26. 

Richard  M.  Johnson 

1837 

George  Clinton*      -    1805 

27 

John  Tylert     - 

1841 

Elbridge  Gerry*      -     1813 

29  and  30. 

George  M.  Dallas    - 

1845 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins    1817 

81 

Millard  Fillmore 

1849 

88 

William  R.  King*    - 

1858 

15th 


PBK8IDENT8  OF   THE   SXNATB.  ^1550 

PRESIDENTS    OF    THE    SENATE. 

YICB   PRESIDENTS   OP   THE    UNITED   STATES. 

CofigreMM. 

1   to    4. 

5  and    6. 

7  and    8. 

9  tc  12. 
13  and  14. 
15   to   18. 

PRESIDENTS  OP  THE  SENATE— Pro  tern. 

1st  Congress.        John  Langdon,  of  New  Hampshire. 
oA         «  5  Richard  Henry  Lee,  of  Virginia. 

{  John  Langdon,  of  New  Hampshire. 
oA         u  S  Ralph  Izard,  of  South  Carolina. 

(  Henry  Tazewell,  of  Virginia. 
-^       <i  i  Samuel  Livermore,  of  New  Hampshire* 

(  William  Bingham,  of  Pennsylvania, 
i  William  Bradford,  of  Rhode  Island. 
5th        ^  <  Theodore  Sedgwick,  of  Massachusetts. 

C  James  Ross,  of  Pennsylvania. 
-  ,         „  i  Samuel  Livermore,  of  New  Hampshire. 

^^  I  James  Hill  house,  of  Connecticut. 

^.,         „  5  Abraham  Baldwin,  of  Georgia. 

"'*  I  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  of  Vermont. 

(  John  Brown,  of  Kentucky. 
8th       **  <  Jesse  Franklin,  of  North  Carolina. 

(  Joseph  Anderson,  of  Tennessee. 
O.V        it  i  Samuel  Smith,  of  Maryland. 

*™  I  Samuel  Smith,  « 

(  Samuel  Smith,  ** 

10th       ^  <  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  of  Vermont. 

(  John  Milledge,  of  Georgia. 
(  Andrew  Gregg,  of  Pennsylvania. 
nth        **  /'John  Gaillard,  of  South  Carolina. 

(  John  Pope,  of  Kentucky. 
12th       **  William  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia. 

13th       **  John  Gaillardy  of  South  Carolina. 

14th       *<  John  Gaillard,  ** 

>  John  Gaillard,  '' 

I  James  Barbour,  of  Virginia. 
la^v.        it  i  James  Barbour,  « 

^^^"^  I  John  Gaillard,  of  South  Carolina. 

17th       «*  John  Gaillard,  « 

18th       «<  John  Gaillard,  *^ 

19th       **  Nathaniel  Macon,  of  North  Carolina. 

«n»u        «  5  Nathaniel  Macon,  « 

^^  I  Samuel  Smith,  of  Maryland. 

21st        ^  Samuel  Smith,  << 

„ .         „  i  Littleton  W.  TazeweU,  of  Virginia. 

22d        ••  I  Hugh  L.  White,  of  Tennessee. 

•«j         «<  \  George  Poindexter,  of  Mississippi. 

23d  I  John  Tyler,  of  Virginia. 

24th        **  William  R.  King,  of  Alabama. 

25th        **  William  R.  King,  " 

26th        "  William  R.  King,  « 

27th       «        -      Samuel  L.  Southard,  of  New  Jersey. 
28th       **  Willie  P.  Mangom,  of  North  Carolina. 

89th        ^  David  R.  Atchison,  of  Missouri. 

80th        <<  David  R.  Atchison,  of  MissoorL 

•  Died  In  office.         t  Resifned  Dec.  S6, 1882.         X  Became  preddent  by  death  of  Htrrisoa 
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A  TABLE  OF  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Fnnn  the  year  1791  to  1845,  ineltuive— together  with  the  E^eeeu  of  Imports  or  ExporU/or 
each  year,  and  the  Net  Revenue  aeenUmgfrom  our  Import*  during  the  same  perioa. 


Yew. 


1791 

1792 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 . 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1802 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1614 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826.... 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1842 

1843  [9  months] 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1850 


Imports. 


Exports. 


$52,000,000 

31,500,000 

31,100,000 

34,400,000 

69,766,268 

81,436,164 

75,379,406 

68,651,700 

79,068,148 

91,252,768 

111,363,511 

76,333,333 

64,666,666 

85,000,000 

120,000,000 

129,000,000 

138,000,000 

56,990,000 

69,400,000 

85,400,000 

53,400,000 

77,030,000 

22,005,000 

12,965,000 

113,041,274 

147,103,000 

99,250,000 

121,750,000 

87,125,000 

74,450,000 

62,585,724 

S2j24hMl 

77,579,267 

SO,5^9J)07 

b4,J*  .,*77 
79,484,068 
8S,5U9321 
74,492,227 
7a,S7(l,*l2n 
I03JJ>1,12-1 
i0l,O2i),2(Jfi 

126,52!, 332 
j4ftjR&oJ42 
1SO.!>SO303  = 
140,989,217 
113,717,401 
162,092,132 
107,141,519 
127,94(5,477 
100.162,087 
64,763,799 
108,435,034^ 
Il7»2.54,.'^fi1 
121,091,797 
14G.545,H38 

Il7,c07,ljy 
178,138,3181 


$if9,Ol^.^jj41 
2<'s7-'>:<,ff98 
2'>J"'   72 

:yj.j  I  ■  33 
47,yi>l/,472 
67,064,097 
66,850,206 
61,527,097 
78,665,522 
70,971,780 
94,115,225 
72,483,160 
65,800,033 
77,699,074 
95,666,021 
101,536,963 
108,343,150 
22,430,960 
62,203,231 
66,757,974 
61,316,831 
38.fi27,236 

.vj.;V,,:.753 

!^r/JV<.ij52 

67,671,569 

93,281,133 

70,142,521 

69,691,669 

64,974,382 

72,160,281 

74,699,030 

75,986,657 

99,535,388 

77,595,322 

82,324,827 

72,264,686 

72,358,671 

73,849,508 

81,310,583 

87,176,943 

90,140,433 

104,336,972 

121,693,577 

128,663,040 

117,419,376 

108,486,616  > 

121,028,416 

132,085,946 

121,851,803 

104,691,534 

84,346,480 

111,200,046 

114,646,606 

113,488,516 

158,648,622 

154.436,436 

145,755.820 

151,898,720 


Excess  of  Impts. 


$32,n87,P59 

10.7H>,'i02 

28 

67 

^..- ►.--.:  96 

J4,372,fi67 

]8..\i2l>.J00 

7jr.M,<;03 

^Hj2,tj26 

280,988 

17,247,686 

3,860,173 

8,866,633 

7,300,926 

24,433,979 

27,463,037 

29,656,860 

34,559,040 

7,196,769 

18,642,026 


38,502,764 


6,037,553 
60,483,621 
65,182,548 
11,578,431 
28,468,867 
16,982,479 

4,758,331 


10,081,260 
2,880,237 
4,562,350 


7,379,165 


16,245,138 
2,133,866 


21,880,541 
3,852,323 
18,040,878 
22,184,360 
28,202,165 
61,316,996 
23,469,841 
6,230,788 
41,063,716 

'6,094*674 


8,203,281 


941,492 

2,101,619 

26,239,598 


Excess  or  Expts. 


7,916,831 
'6*850^97 


2,389,658 


3,195,313 
2,840^769 


2,972,588 


24,944,427 


4,629,447 

19,582,681 

2,716,001 

2,607,958 


HetRevemM. 


12,102,984 
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$4^99,473 

3,443,070 

4,255,306 

4,801,065 

6,688,461 

6,567,987 

7,549,649 

7,106,061 

6,610,449 

8,080,932 

10,750,779 

12,438,235 

10,479,417 

11,098,565 

12,936,487 

14,667,698 

15,845,521 

16,363,550 

7,296,020 

8,583,309 

13,313,222 

8,958,777 

13,224,623 

5,998,772 

7,282,942 

36,306,874 

26,283,348 

17,176,385 

20,283,608 

15,005,612 

15,155,418 

21,219,116 

17,717,830 

20,215,059 

25,387,904 

18,997,478 

22,376,046 

24,890,337 

22,296,512 

22,833,573 

30,312,851 

21,488,890 

14,797,782 

13,468,111 

21,552,272 

26,325,839 

13,315,129 

15,373,238 

20,560,439 

10,159,339 

15,516,589 

12,780,173 

6,132,272 

26,183,570 

27,528,112 

26,712,608 

23,747,864 

31,757.070 

28,346,738 

8,686 
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PUBLIC  MINISTERS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. TO  FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES,  FROM  1789X0  1846. 

To  Great  Britain, 

Gonyeineiir  Morris,  of  New  Jersey,  commissipner,  October  13, 1789. 

Thomas  Pinckney,  of  South  CaroUaa,  minister  plenipotentiary,  January  12, 1792. 

John  Jay,  of  New  York,  envoy  extraordinary,  April  19,  1794. 

Rufus  King,  of  New  York,  minister  plenipotentiary.  May,  20,  1796. 

James  Monroe,  of  Virginia,  minister^  plenipotentiary,  April  18, 1803. 

James  Monroe  and  William  Pinkney,  jointly  and  severally,  ministers  plenipoten^ 
tiary  and  extraordinary.  May  12,  1806. 

William  Pinkney,  of  Maryland,  minister  plenipotentiary,  May  12>  1806,  renewed 
February  26, 1808.  ^ 

John  Quincy  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo« 
tentiary,  February  28,  1815. 

Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary^ 
December  16,  1817. 

Rufus  King,  of  New  York,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary. 
May  5, 1825. 

Albert  Gallatin,  of  Pennsylvania,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentia* 
ry,  May  10, 1826. 

James  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  jdenipotentiary. 
May  23,  1828. 

Louis  M'Lane,  of  Delaware,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary, 
FebruajT  10,  1830. 

Martin  Van  Buren,  of  N.  Y.,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  1831. 

Aaron  Vail,  of  New  York,  charge  d'affaires,  1832. 

Andrew  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentia- 
ry, 1836. 

Edward  Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, 1841. 

Louis  M^Lane,  of  Maryland,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister*  plenipotentia- 
ry, 1845. 

ToFrana, 

WiUiam  Short,  of  Virginia,  charg^  d'affaires,  April  6,  1790. 

Gouvemeur  Morris,  of  New  Jersey,  minister  penipotentiary,  January  12,  1792. 

James  Monroe,  of  Virginia,  minister  plenipotentiary.  May  28,  179^.      l\ 

Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  minister  plenipotentiary,  Septem- 
ber 9,  1796.  1 

Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney,  Elbridge  Gerry,  and  John  Marshall,  jointly  and 
severally,  envoys  extraordinary  and  ministers  plenipotentiary,  June  5,  1797. 

Oliver  Ellsworth,  Patrick  Henry,  and  William  Vans  Murray,  envoys  extraordinary 
and  ministers  plenipotentiary,  February  26,  1799. 

William  Richardson  Davie,  of  North  Carolina,  in  place  of  Patrick  Henry,  Beecm* 
ber  10, 1799. 

James  A.  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  minister  plenipotentiary,  February  19,  1801.. 

Robert  R.  Livingston,  of  New  York,  minister  plenipotentiary,  October  2,  1801. 

John  Armstrong,  of  New  York,  minister  plenipotentiary,  June  30,  1804. 

Joel  Barlow,  of  Connecticut,  minister  plenipotentiary,  February,  27,  1811. 

William  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  minister  plenipotentiary,  April  9,  1813. 

Albert  Gallatin,  of  Pennsylvania,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentla* 
ry,  February  28,  1816. 

James  Brown,  of  Louisiana,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  De- 
cember 9,  1823. 

William  C.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary, 
February  10,  1830. 

Edward  Livingston,  of  Louisiana,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, 1833. 

Lewis  Cass,  of  Ohio,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  1836. 

William  R.  King,  of  Alabama,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, 1844. 
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To  Spain, 

William  Cannicliael,  of  Maryland,  thtLrg6  d'affaires,  April  11, 1790. 

William  Carmichael  and  William  Short,  commissioners,  March  16^  1792. 

William  Short,  of  Virginia,  minister  resident,  May  28,  1794. 

Thomas  Pinckney,  of  Soath  Carolina,  envoy  extrordinary,  November  24,  1794. 

David  Humphreys,  of  Connecticut,  minister  plenipotentiary,  Mav  20,  1796. 

Charles  Pinckney,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  minister  plenipotentiary,  June  6,  1801. 

James  Monroe,  of  Virginia,  minister  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary,  Octo- 
ber 14,  1804. 

James  Bowdoin,  of  Massachusetts,  minister  plenipotentiary,  November  22,  1804. 

George  W.  Erving,  of  Massachusetts,  minister  plenipotentiary,  August  10^  1814. 

John  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  minister  plenipotentiary,  February  16,  1819. 

Hugh  Nelson,  of  Vijqginia,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary, 
June  15,  1823. 

Alexander  Hill  Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plen- 
ipotentiary, March  9,  1825. 

Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness,  of  Vermont,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, February  10, 1830. 

William  T.  Barry,  of  Ky.,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  1835. 

John  H.  Eaton,  of  Tenn.,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  1836. 

Aaron  Vail,  of  New  York,  charge  d'affaires,  1840. 

Washington  Irving,  of  N.  Y.,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  1842. 

Romulus  M.  Saunders,  of  North  Carolina,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary, 1546. 

To  th€  Netherlandt. 

William  Short,  of  Virginia,  minister  resident,  January  16,  1792. 

John  Quincy  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  minister  resident,  May  30,  1794. 

William  Vans  Murray,  of  Maryland,  minister  resident,  March  2,  1797. 

William  Eustis,  of  Massachusetts,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary, 
December  10,  1814. 

Alexander  H.  Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  charg6  d'affaires,  November  30,  1818. 

Christopher  Hughes,  of  Maryland,  charge  d'affaires,  March  9,  1826. 

Albert  Gallatin  and  William  Pitt  Preble,  agents  in  the  negotiation  and  upon  the 
umpirage  relating  to  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  May  9,  1828. 

William  Pitt  Preble,  of  Maine,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary, 
February  10,  1830. 

Auguste  Davezac,  of  Louisiana,  charge  d'affaires,  1831. 

Harmanus  Bleecker,  of  New  York,  charg6  d'affaires,  1839» 

Christopher  Hughes,  of  Maryland,  charge  d'affaires,  1842. 

Auguste  Davezac,  of  New  York,  charge  d'affaires,  1845. 

To  Portugal. 
David  Humphreys,  of  Connecticut,  minister  resident,  February  21,  1791. 
John  Quincy  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  minister  plenipotentiary.  May  30,  1796. 
William  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  minister  plenipotentiary,  July  10,  1797. 
Thomas  Sumpter,  of  S.  Carolina,  minister  plenipotentiary  (in  Brazil),  March  7, 1809. 
John  Graham,  of  Virginia,  minister  plenipotentiary  (in  Brazil),  January  6,  1819. 
Henry  Dearborn,  senior,  of  New  Hampshire,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary.  May  7,  1822. 

Thomas  L.  L.  Brent,  of  Virginia,  charge  d'affaires,  March  9^  1825. 
Edward  Kavenagh,  of  Maine,  charge  d'affaires,  1835. 
Washington  Barrow,  charg6  d'affaires,  1841. 
Abraham  Rencher,  of  North  Carolina,  charge  d'affaires,  1843. 

To  Pruisia, 
John  Quincy  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  minister  plenipotentiary,  June  1, 1797. 
Henry  Clay  (secretary  of  state),  special  commissioner,  with  full  power  to  conclude 
a  treaty  with  the  government  of  Prussia,  April  18,  1828. 
Henry  Wheaton,  of  Rhode  Island,  minister  plenipotentiary,  1837. 
Andrew  J.  Donelson^  of  Tennessee,  minister  plenipotentiary,  1646. 

To  Amtria, 
Henry  A.  Muhlenberg,  of  Pennsylvania,  mmister  plenipotentiary,  1838. 
Daniel  Jenifer,  of  Maryland,  minister  plenipotentiary,  1841 
William  A.  Stiles,  of  Georgia,  charge  d'affaires,  1845. 
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To  Rusna^ 

Jolm  Qoinqr  Adams,  of  Masaachitfletts,  minister  plenipotentiary,  June  27, 1809. 

James  A.  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary, 
February  28,  1815. 

William  Pinkney,  of  Maryland,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary, 
April  26,  1815. 

George  W.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, April  16,  1818. 

Henry  Middleton,  of  South  Carolina,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, April  6,  1820. 

John  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  1830. 

James  Buchanan,  of  Penn.,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  1831. 

William  Wilkins,  of  Penn.,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  1834. 

John  Randolph  Clay,  of  Pennsylvania,  chargd  d'affaires,  1836. 

George  M.  Dallas,  Penn.,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  1837. 

Churchill  C.  Cambreleng,  of  New  York,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni* 
potentiary,  1840. 

Charles  S.  Todd,  of  Ey.,  envoy  extraordiiftiry  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  1841. 

To  Sweden, 
Jonathan  Russell,  of  Rhode  Island,  minister  plenipotentiary,  January  18,  1814. 
Christopher  Hughes,  jr.,  of  Maryland,  charge  d'affaires,  January  21,  1819. 
William  C.  Somerville,  of  Maryland,  charge  d'affaires,  March  9,  1825. 
John  James  Appleton,  of  Massachusetts,  charge  d'affaires.  May  2, 1826. 
Christopher  Hughes,  of  Maryland,  charg6  d'affaires,  March  3,  1830. 
George  W.  Lay,  of  New  York,  charg6  d'affaires,  1842. 
Henry  W.  Ellsworth,  of  Indiana,  charge  d'affaires,  1845. 

Negotiators  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
John  Quincy  Adams,  Albert  Gallatin,  and  James  A.  Bayard,  envoys  extraordinary 
and  ministers  plenipotentiary,  April  17,  1813.    {See  roZ.  1,  pages  363,  366.) 

Henry  Clay  and  Jonathan  Russell  were  added  to  this  commission  on  the  18th  ef 
January,  1814. 

To  Denmark, 
Henry  Wheaton,  of  New  York,  charge  d'affaires,  March  3, 1827. 
Jonathan  F.  Woodside,  of  Ohio,  charg6  d'affaires,  1835. 
William  W.  Irwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  charge  d'affaires,  1843. 

To  Belgium,     ^ 
Hugh  S.  Legarg,  of  South  Carolina,  charge  d'affaires,  1832. 
Virgil  Maxcy,  of  Maryland,  charge  d'affaires,  1837. 
Henry  W.  Hilliard,  of  Alabama,  charge  d'affaires,  1842. 
Thomas  G.  Clemson,  of  Pennsylvania,  charge  d'affaires,  1844. 

To  the  Two  Sicilies, 
John  Nelson,  of  Maryland,  charg6  d'affaires,  1831. 
Enos  T.  Throop,  of  New  York,  charge  d'affaires,  1838. 
William  Boulware,  of  Virginia,  charge  d'affaires,  1841. 
Williaim  H.  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  charge  d'affaires,  1845. 

To  Sardinia, 
H.  Y.  Roger8,charg6  d'affaires,  1840. 
Ambrose  Baber,  of  Georgia,  charge  d'affaires,  1841. 
Robert  Wickliffe,  jr.,  of  Kentucky,  cha]^^  d'affaires,  1843. 

To  Turkey, 
David  Porter,  of  Maryland,  charg^  d'affaires,  1831. 
David  Porter,  minister  resident,  1839. 
Dabney  S.  Carr,  of  Maryland,  minister  resident,  1843. 

To  Guatemala  (Central  America), 
William  Miller,^  of  North  Carolina,  charg6  d'affaires,  March  7, 1825. 
John  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  charg6  d'affaires,  December,  9,  1825. 
William  B.  Rochester,  of  New  York,  charg^  d'affaires,  March  3,  1827, 
Charles  G.  DeWitt,  of  New  York,  charg6  d'affaires,  1833. 
John  L.  Stephens,  of  New  York,  minister  resident,  1839. 
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To  Mexico. 

Andrew  JadcMR,  of  Tenaenee,  envoy  ntraordiiiary  and  minitter  pknipotentmryy 
January  27, 1823.    {Deelinid  the  appointtnent.) 

Ninian  Edwardsy  of  lUinoii,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary, 
BCarch  4,  1824. 

Joel  R.  Poinsett,  of  Soath  Carolina,  enVoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, March  8,  1825. 

Anthony  Butler,  of  Mississippi,  charg^  d'affaires,  March  12, 1830. 

Powhattan  Ellis,  of  Miss.,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  1837. 

Waddy  Thompson,  of  S.  C,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  1842. 

Wilson  Shannon,  of  Ohio,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minuter  plenipotentiary,  1844. 

John  Slidell,  of  Louisiana,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  1845. 

To  the  Repviblic  <^  Colombia* 

Richard  C.  Anderson,  of  Vii^nia,  minuter  plenipotentiary,  January  27, 1823. 

Beaufort  T.  Watts,  of  South  Carolina,  eharg^  d'affaires,  March  3,  1827. 

William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary. May  24,  1828.  * 

Thomas  P.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary, 
March  13, 1829. 

To  Brazil. 

Condy  Raguet,  of  Pennsylvania,  charg6  d'affaires,  March  9, 1825. 
WUliam  Tudor,  charg6  d'affaires,  December  27, 1827. 
Ethan  A.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  charge  d'affaires,  1830. 
William  Hunter,  of  Rhode  Island,  charg6  d'affaires,  1834. 
William  Hunter,  of  Rhode  Island,  minister  plenipotentiary,  1841. 
George  H.  Profit,  of  Indiana,  minister  plenipotentiary,  1843. 
Henry  A.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  minister  plenipotentiary,  1844. 

To  the  Republic  of  Buenoe  Jyres. 

Cesar  A.  Rodney,  of  Delaware,  minister  plenipotentiary,  January  27, 1823. 
John  M.  Forbes,  of  Florida,  charg6  d'affaires,  March  9,  1825. 
Francis  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  charge  d'affaires,  1832. 
William  Brent,  jr.,  of  Virginia,  cbarg6  d'affaires,  1844. 

To  Vie  Republic  of  ChUu 

Heman  Allen,  of  Vermont,  minister  plenipotentiary,  January  27,  1823. 
Samuel  Lamed,  of  Rhode  Island,  charg^  d'affaires,  February  9,  1828. 
John  Harnm,  of  Ohio,  chargd  d'affaires,  1830. 
Richard  Pollard,  of  Virginia,  charge  d'affaires,  1834. 
John  8.  Pendleton,  of  Virginia,  charge  d'affaires,  1841. 
William  Crump,  of  Virginia,  charge  d'affaii'es,  1844. 

To  Peru. 

James  Cooley  of  Ohio,  charge  d'affaires,  May  2,  1826. 
Samuel  Lamed,  of  Rhode  Island,  charge  d'affaires,  December  29, 
Emanuel  J.  West,  of  Illinois,  charge  d'affaires,  March  12, 1830. 
Samuel  Lamed,  of  Rhode  Island,  charge  d'affaires,  1831. 
James  B.  Thomton,  of  New  Hampshire,  charge  d'affaires,  1836. 
James  C.  Pickett,  of  Virginia,  charge  d'affaires,  1838. 
Albert  O.  Jewett,  of  Maine,  charge  d'affaires,  1845. 

To  Venezuela. 

J.  G.  A.  Williamson,  of  North  Carolina,  charge  d'affaires,  1835. 
Allen  A.  Hall,  of  Tennessee,  charge  d'affaires,  1841. 
Benjamin  G.  Shields,  of  Alabama,  charge  d'affaires,  1845. 

To  New  Grenada. 

Robert  B.  M'Afee,  of  Kentucky,  charge  d'affaires,  1833. 
James  Semple,  of  Illinois,  charg^  d'affaires,  1837. 
William  M.  Blackford,  of  Virginia,  charg6  d'affaires,  1842. 
Benjamin  A.  Bidlack,  of  Pennsylvania,  charge  d'affaires,  1845. 
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J»unMy  qf  Jtmerican  natumg^  prcpoaed  to  be  held  at  Panama. 

Richard  C.  Anderson,  of  Virginia,  and  John  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylyania,  envoys  ex- 
traordinary and  ministers  plenipotentiary,  March  14,  1826. 

Joel  R.  Poinsett,  of  South  Carolina,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiuy,  Febroaiy  12, 1827. 

To  Texae, 

Alcee  Labranche^  of  Louisiana,  charge  d'affaires,  1867. 

George  H.  Flood,  of  Ohio,  charg«  d'affaires,  1840. 

Jpeeph  £ye,  of  Kentucky,  charge  d'affaires,  1841. 

William  S.  Murphy,  of  Ohio,  charg6  d'affaires,  1843. 

Andrew  J.  Donelson,  of  Tennessee,  charg6  d'affaires,  1845. 

To  Chifia, 
Caleb  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts^  commissioner,  1843. 
Alexander  H.  Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  commissioner,  1845. 

Tp  Sandwich  lelande. 
George  Brown,  of  Massachusetts,  commissioner,  1843. 
Anthony  T«n  Eyck,  of  Michigan,  commissioner,  1845. 


The  pay  of  ministers  plenipotentiary  is  $9,000  per  annum,  salary,  beside  $9,000  for 
an  outfit.  Secretaries  of  legation  receive  $2,000,  and  chaig6  d'affaires,  $4,500  per 
annum.  To  entitle  any  charg^  d'affaires,  or  secretary  of  any  legation  or  embassy 
to  any  foreign  country,  or  secretary  of  any  minister  plenipotentiary,  to  the  above  com- 
pensation, they  must  respectively  be  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  $  but  in  the  recess  of  the  senate,  the 
president  is  authorized  to  make  such  appointments,  which  must  be  submitted  to  the 
senate  at  the  next  session  thereaAer,  for  t))eir  advice  and  consent ;  and  no  compensa^ 
tion  is  allowed  to  any  charge  d'affaires,  or  any  secretary  of  legation,  embassy,  or 
minister,  who  shall  not  be  so  appointed. 

Consuls  of  the  United  States,  generally  so  called,  are,  in  effect,  agents  for  commerce 
and  seamen ;  which  latter  denomination,  for  particular  reasons,  is  given  to  some  of  this 
dass' of  public  officers.  They  receive  no  yearly  salaries  (except  at  Paris  and  London, 
Tangier,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  where  they  have  an  annual  salary  of  $2,000),  and  their 
compensation  is  derived  from  the  fees  which  are  allowed  by  law.  The  amount  of 
these  fees  depends,  of  course,  upon  the  state  of  foreign  trade,  which  is  perpetually 
fluctuating.  Consuls  of  the  United  States,  for  commercial  purposes,  are  regularly  ad- 
mitted and  recognised,  as  to  their  official  functions,  in  the  ports  of  Christian  Europe ; 
but  in  the  colonies  of  the  European  nations,  agents  for  commerce  and  seamen  mostly 
exercise  the  duties  of  their  station  under  courtesy,  without  any  formal  recognition  y 
and,  in  some  instances,  from  the  jealousy  of  colonial  policy,  they  have  not  been  per- 
mitted to  exercise  them  at  all.  In  their  pnblic  capacity,  consuls  and  agents  for  com- 
merce and  seamen  are  principally  occupied  in  verifying,  in  different  forms,  the  legality 
of  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  foreign  nations,  and.  in  relieving  and  sending 
home  American  seamen,  who,  by  accident  or  misfortune,  are  left  destitute  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  their  several  consalates  and  agencies. 

The  compensation  of  the  following  public  officers  of  the  United  States  is  at  present 
fixed  by  law  at  the  amounts  stated : — 

President  of  the  United  states,  $25,000  per  annum;  vice-president,  $5,000  per  an- 
num ;  secretaries  of  state,  treasury,  navy,  and  war,  each,  $6,000  per  annum ;  post- 
master-general, $6,000  per  annum ;  attorney-general,  $4,000  per  annum ;  chief  jut- 
tice  of  tiie  supreme  conrt,  $5,000  per  annum ;  associate  justices,  $4,500  per  annum. 

From  the  first  Congress,  in  1789,  inclusive,  until  March  4,  1795,  senators  and  rep- 
resentatives received  each  $6  per  diem,  and  $6  for  every  twenty  mfles  travel.  Prom 
March  4,  1795,  to  March  4,  1796,  senators  received  $7,  and  representatives  $6  per 
diem.  From  March  4,  1796,  until  December  4,  1815,  the  per  diem  was  $6,  and  the 
mileage  $6,  to  senators  and  representatives.  From  December  4,  1815,  until  March 
4,  1817,  each  senator  and  representative  received  $1,500  per  annum,  with  a  propor- 
tional deduction  for  absence,  from  any  cause  but  sickness.  The  president  of  the  sen- 
ate pro  tempore,  and  speaker  of  the  house,  $3,000  per  annum,  each.  From  March  4, 
1817,  the  compensation  to  members  of  both  houses  has  been  $8  per  diem,  and  $8  for 
every  twenty  miles  travel ;  and  to  the  president  of  the  senate  pro  tempore,  and 
■peaker  of  the  house,  $16  per  diem. 
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MINISTERS,  4a,  TO  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES,  noM  1846  to  18W. 


MINISTERS  PLENIPOTENTIARY. 

Great  Britain.— Qtatfi^  Btncroft,  of  MaoM. 
chafletts,  1646. 

Abbot  Lawrence,  of  Muitchacetto,  1849. 

Joseph  R.  iD^eraoU,  of  Pennflylvanii,  1852. 

James  Bachaoaii,  of  Penncvlvania,  1853. 
France,— Kxchwed   Rath,   of    Penniylvania, 

William  C  Rives,  of  Virginia,  1849. 

John  Y.  MaAn,  of  Virginia,  1863. 
J2«Mia.— Ralph  J.  Ingersoil,  of  ConnecticaL 
1846. 

Arthor  P.  Bagby,  of  Alabama.  1848. 

Neill  8.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  1849. 

Thomas  H.  Seymonr,  of  Connecticut,  1853. 
PftMfta.— Edward  A.  Uannegan,  of  Indiana, 

Daniel  D.  Barnard,  of  New  York,  1850. 
Peter  D  Vrooro,  of  New  Jersey,  1853. 
Empire  of  Oermany.— Andrew  J.  Donelson. 

of  Tennessee,  1848. 
fiTmn.— Daniel  M.  Barringer,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, 1849.  . 
Pierre  Soul6,  of  Loaisiana.  1853. 
Brazil— DtLvid  Tod.  of  Ohio,  1847. 
Robert  C.  Schenck,  of  Ohio.  1851. 
William  Trousdale,  of  Tennessee,  1853. 
Afcwco.— Robert  P.  Letcher,  of  Kentucky. 
1849.  ^ 

Alfred  Conkling,  of  New  York,  1858. 
James  Gadsden,  of  Sonih  Carolina,  1853. 
CAt/i— Bailie  Peyton,  of  Louisiana,  1849. 
Central  America.— Solon  Borland,  of  Arkanaas, 

1853. 
P«ra.— John  R.  Clay,  of  Pennsylvania,  1853. 

MINISTERS  RESIDENT. 

TWfey— George  P.  Marah,  of  Vermont.  1849. 

Carn>]l  Spence.  of  Maryland,  1853. 
Switzerland.— Theodore  8.  Fay,  of  Mataa- 
chusetti,  1853. 

CHARGES  DES  AFFAIREa 

Neiherlaudt.—Qeorge  Folsom,  of  New  Yoik. 
1849. 
August  Belmont,  of  New  York,  18,';3. 
iJe/g^i/m— Richard  H   Bayard,  of  Delaware, 

J.  J.  Seibels,  of  Alabama,  1853. 
iiiw/nV/.— James  Watson  Webb,  of  New  York, 
1849. 

Charles  J.  M'Curdy,  of  Connecticut,  1851. 

Henry  R  Jackson,  of  Georgia,  1853. 
Denmnrk.—R.  P.  Flenihen,  of  Pennsylvania. 
1847. 

Walter  Forward,  of  Pennsylvania,  1849. 

Miller  Grieve,  of  Pennsvlvanis,  1852. 

Henry  Bedinger,  of  Virginia.  1853. 


Sweden.— Fnncit  Scbioeder,  of  Rhode  IdukL 

1649. 
Portugal— QeoTKe  W.  Hopkins  of  Vinrinia. 
1847. 
Chnrles  B.  Haddock,  of  New  Hamndm 

1851. 
John  L.  O'Sulllvan,  of  New  York,  1853. 
Naplet  ( Two  SieHiea)  John  Rowan,  of  Kes- 
tucky.  1848. 
Edward  Joy  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  1850. 
Robert  Dale  Owen,  of  Indiana,  1853. 
Sardinia  —Nathaniel  Nilea,  of  Vermoot,  184Q, 
William  B.  Kinnev,  of  New  Jersey,  1850. 
John  M.  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  1853. 
Rome.— J.  L.  Martin,  of  Pennsylvania,  1846. 

Lewis  Cass,  Jr.,  of  Michigan,  1848. 
Mexico.— V&thtLn  Clifibrd,  of  Maine.  1648. 
Central  Ameriea.-KUxBb  Hiae,  of  Kentacky. 
1848.  *  ^^ 

B.  George  Squiers,  of  Ohio^  1650. 
Nicaragua —John  B  Kerr,  of  Maryland.  1 851. 
Guatemala  —Balis  M.  Edney,  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 1852. 
New  Grenada.— Thomas  Footo,  of  New  Yo«k. 
1849. 
Yelverton  P.  King,  of  Georgia,  1851. 
James  8.  Green,  of  Missonri.  1853. 
Venezuda.-J.  Nevett  Steele,    of 

1845. 
£aia</or.— Vanbmgh    Livingaton,   of 
York,  1848. 
Courtland  Cushiog,  of  Indiana.  1851. 
Philo  White,  of  Wisconsin,  1853. 
Bolivia.— JiAm  Appleton,  of  Maine,  1848. 
Horace  H  Miller,  of  Mississippi,  1852. 
John  W.  Dana,  Maine,  1853. 
Peru.— John  R.  Clay,  of  Pennsylvania,  1847. 
Ckili.—Se\h  Barton,  of  Louisiana,  1847. 
Argentine  Republic. — William  A.  Hazria,  of 
Virginia,  1846. 
John  8.  PendletoD,  of  Virginia.  1851. 

COMMISSIONERS. 

CAtna.— John  W.  Davis,  of  Indiana.  1848. 

Thomss  Nelson,  of  Tennessee,  1851. 

Humphrey  Marshall,  of  Kentucky.  1859. 

Robert  M.  M'Lane,  of  Maryland,  1853. 
Sandwich    Islands.— Luther    Severance. 
Maine.  18.%. 

David  L.  Gregg,  of  Illinois.  1853. 
Affa»co.— Nicholas  P.  Trist,  of  Virginia,  1847 


New 


ASSOCIATE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  8UPREHB 
COURT.  »r«^.mMi 

Robert  C.  Qrier,  of  Pennsylvania,  1846. 
Ber^amin  R,  Curtis,  of  Massachusetts^  1851. 
John  A.  Campbell,  of  Alabama,  1653. 
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SEVENTH  CENSUS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES-JUNE  1,  1850. 

/  Free  or  Non-Slaveholding  States. 

States  and  TerritoriM.  Whites.      Free  Colored.  Slarea.  Total.  Area  fa 

square  miles. 

Maine 681,813 1,356 583,169 85,000 

New  Hampshire. 817,466 520 817,976 8,030 

Vermont 818,402 718 314,120 8,000 

Massachusetts 985,450 9,064 994,514 7,250 

Rhode  Island 148,875 8,670 147,646 1,200 

Conuecticnt 868,099 7,698 870,792 4,750 


ToUl  of  New  England.  .2,706,095 28,021 2,728,116 64,280 

New  York .8,048,825 49,069. 3,097,894 46,000 

New  Jersey 465,509 23,810 236 489,565 6,851 

Pennsylvania 2,268,160 58,626 2,811,786 47,000 

Ohio 1,966,060. . .  .26,279 1,980,329 89,964 

Indiana 977,164. . .  .11,262 988,416 83,809 

Illinois 846,084 6,436 851,470 55,409- 

Iowa 191,881 838 192,214 50,914 

Wisconsin 804,766 635 805,891 68,924 

Michigan 895,071 2,683 ; . .  .397,654 66,243 

California 91,635 962 92,597 188,982 

Minnesota  Territory 6,038 89 6,077 141,839 

Oregon  Territory 13,087 207 15.294 841,468 

New  Mexico  Territory 61,625 22 61,647 210,774 

Utah  Territory 11,830 24 26 11,380 187,923 

Total,  Free  States,  Ac. .  18,380,650. . .  196,308 262. .  .13,627,220. . .  l,626,82o 

Slavekolding  States, 

Delaware 71,169.... 18,078 2,290 91,582 2,120 

Maryland 417,943. ..  .74,723 90,368 583,084 11,000 

District  of  Columbia 87,941 10,059 3,687 51,687 50 

Virginia ..894,800 64,338 472,628. . .  .1,421,661 61,362 

North  Carolina 653,028 27,468 288,548 869,039 45,500 

South  Carolina 274,668 8,960 384,984 668,507 28,000 

Georgia 621,672 2,981 881,682 906, 185 58,000 

Florida 47,203 932 39,310 87,445 69,268 

Alabama 426,614 2/266 842,844 771,628 60,722 

Mississippi 295,718 980 809,878 606,526 47,161 

Louisiana 256,491 17,462 244,809. . .  ...617,762 41,846 

Texas 164,084 897 68,161 212,692 325,529 

Arkansas 162,189 608 47,100 209,897 52,198 

Tennessee 756,836 6,422 289,459. . .  .1,002,717 44,000 

Kentucky 761.413 10,011 210,981 982,405 87,680 

Missouri 592,004 2,618 87,422 682,044 65,037 


Total, Slave Stotefl,<&c.  .6,222,418. .  .238,187. .  .8,204,051 9,664,654 928,953 

Total,  United  States  . . .  .19,663,068. .  .484^495. .  .8,204,813. .  .23,191,874. .  .2,464,27a 

NoTS. — The  official  censtiB  of  Cnlifornia  for  1850,  as  above  given,  was  incomplete,  in  consequence  of 
the  destruction,  by  fire  at  St  Francisco,  of  some  of  the-returns.  The  total  population,  by  Uie  census 
of  1850,  was  estimated  at  one  hundred  and  sixty-Ave  thousand.  By  the  state  census  of  1852,  the  popu- 
lation of  California  was  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty>two. 

The  area  of  the  United  States  is  as  follows : — 

Free  States  and  Territories 1,626,835' 

Slaveholding  States  and  Territories 928,953 

Nebraska  Territory 1 86,700 

Northwest  Territory 628,726 

Indian  Terptery 187,171 

Total 8,806,874 

130  ^  . 
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PBOGBISB  OF  POPULATION  IK  THE  UNITED  STATES  FOB  FIFIY  TEABS^ 
FROM  1790  TO  1860. 

Fir$t  Oemut,  Auffu9t  1,  lYva 
Whites.  Free  Colored.  Bbrea.  Total 

Pre*  SUtes 1,900,772 26,831 40,860 1.968,«8 

Slaye  SUtea 1.271,692 82,686 645,047 1,961,874 


Total 8,172,464 69,446 697,897 8,929»827 

Second  Centui,  Augutt  1,  180a 

Fr«e  States 2»601,509 47,154 35,946 2,684,609 

8Uve  States 1,702,980 61,241 857,095 2,621,316 

Total 4,304,489 108,395 893,041 5,305^26 

Third  Census,  Juguet  1,  1810. 

Free  States 3,653,219 78,181 27,510 3,758,91fl 

Slave  States 2,208,785 108,265 1,163,854 3,480,904 

Total 5,862,004 186,446 1,191,364 7,239,814 

*  Fourth  Census,  August  1,  1820. 

Free  States 6,030,371 102,893 19,108.... ....  .5,152,372 

Slave  States 2,842,340 135,434 1,524,580 4,502,224 


Total 7,872,711 238,197 1,543,688 9,654,596 

Fifih  Census,  June  1,  1830. 

Free  States 6,876,620 137,529 3,568 7,017,717 

;filave  States 3,660,758 182,070 2,005,475 5,848,303 

Total 10,537,378 319,599 2,009,043 12,866,620 

Sixth  Census,  June  1,  1840. 

Fi;ee  States 9,557,065 170,727 1,129 9,728,921 

Slave  States 4,632,640 215,568 2,486,226 7,334,434 

Total 14,189,705 386,295 2,487,355 17,063,355 

Seventh  Census,  June  1,  1860L 

Free  States 18,330,650 196,308 262 18,527.220 

Slave  States * .  .6,222,418 238,187 8,204,051 9,664,664 


Total 19,653.068 484,496 :.8,204,818 28,191,874 

I 
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SYNOPSIS   OP  THE   CONSTITUTIONS   OF  THE   SEVERAL 
UNITED  STATES. 

ADOPTION    OF   THE   FIRST   STATE   CONSTITUTIONS. 

The  continental  Congress,  on  the  10th  of  May,  1776,  recommended  to 
the  assemblies  and  conventions  of  the  several  colonies  where  no  govern- 
ments sufficient  to  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs  had  been  established,  to 
adopt  such  systems  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
would  best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their  constituents  in 
particular,  and  British  America  in  general. 

The  difficulties  in  forming  state  governments  or  constitutions,  were 
much  less  than  in  forming  a  system  embracing  all  the  states.  The  people 
had  long  been  familiar  with  the  civil  institutions  of  their  respective  states, 
and  could,  with  comparative  ease,  make  such  alterations  as  would  suit 
their  new  political  situation.  The  people  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Is- 
land had,  from  their  first  settlement,  chosen  all  their  rulers,  and  in  these 
states,  a  change  of  forms  was  only  requisite. 

Massachusetts,  after  the  alteration  of  her  charter  by  parliament,  con- 
tinued her  old  system  as  far  as  practicable,  agreeably  to  the  advice  of  Con- 
gress, until  she  was  able  and  had  leisure  to  form  a  new  and  more  perma- 
nent one.  From  the  peculiar  situation  of  New  Hampshire,  Virginia,  and 
South  Carolina,  Congress  in  November,  1775,  recommended  to  them,  if 
they  judged  it  necessary  for  their  peace  and  security,  to  establish  govern- 
ments, to  continue  during  the  disputes  with  Great  Britain.  In  pursuance 
of  these  recommendations,  the  states  of  New  Hampshire,  South  Carolina, 
Virginia,  and  New  Jersey,  established  new  systems  of  government  before 
the  declaration  of  independence.  They  were  followed  by  four  other 
states,  during  the  year  1776,  and  with  the  exception  of  that  of  Virginia, 
these  state  systems  of  government  were  expressly  limited  in  their  duration 
to  the  continuance  of  the  dispute  between  the  colonies  and  Great  Britain.. 
In  all  the  constitutions  thus  formed,  except  that  of  Pennsylvania,  the  legis- 
lative power  was  vested  in  two  branches.* 

Vermont  did  not  become  a  member  of  the  Union  until  1791.  That 
state  was  originally  settled  under  grants  from  New  Hampshire,  and  prin- 
cipally by  the  hardy  yeomanry  of  New  England,  who  became  acquainted 
with  the  country  in  the  war  of  1756.  It  was  a  long  time  known  by  the 
name  of  "  the  New  Hampshire  grants,*'  and  its  inhabitants  were  called 

the  gteen-mountain  boys."  It  was  claimed  by  New  York,  under  the  oil^ 
«•  Pitkin's  Hutory  of  the  United  SOSes. 
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grant  to  the  duke  of  York  ;  and  in  1764,  on  an  0»parte  application  to  the 
king  and  council,  the  country,  as  far  east  as  Connecticut  river,  was  placed 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  that  province.  This  was  done  without  the 
knowledge  and  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants,  who  at  the  rev- 
olution declared  themselves  independent,  and  in  1777  established  a  tern* 
porary  government.  They  afterward  requested  to  be  admitted  a  member 
of  the  confederacy,  but  were  opposed  by  New  Hampshire  and  New  Yotkj 
and  Congress  were  unwilling  to  offend  those  states.  A  frame  of  state 
government  was  established  July  4,  1786,  and  in  1790  New  York  was  in- 
duced, by  the  payment  of  $30,000  to  withdraw  its  claims,  and  in  1791 
Vermont  was  admitted  into  the  Union. 

The  following  are  the  dates  when  the  first  constitutions  of  the  old  stat^ 
were  adopted : — 


New  Hampshire,  January  5 1776 

South  Carolina,  March  24 1776 

Virginia,  June  29 1776 

New  Jersey,  July  2 1776 

Iferyknd,  August  14 1776 

Pennsylvania,  September 1776 


Delaware,  September 1776 

North  Carolina,  December 1776 

New  York,  ApriL 1777 

Massachusetts,  March 1780 

Vermont,  July  4 ^. 1786 

Georgia,  May .'. 1789 


A  sptopsis  or  outline  of  the  principal  features  of  the  Constitutions  of  each 
•     of  the  United  States* 

MAINE. 

The  constitution  of  this  state  was  formed  in  1819,  and  went  into  oper- 
ation in  1820. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  senate  and  a  house  of  representa- 
tives, both  elected  annually  by  the  people,  on  the  second  Monday  of  Sep- 
tember.    These  two  bodies  are  together  styled  the  Legislature  of  Maine. 

The  number  of  representatives  can  not  be  less  than  100,  nor  more  than 
200.  A  town  having  1,500  inhabitants  is  entitled  to  send  one  representar 
tive;  having  3,750,  two;  6,775,  three;  10,500,  four;  15,000,  five; 
20,250,  six; '26,250,  seven;  but  Yio  town  can  ever  be  entitled  to  more 
than  seven  representatives.  The  number  of  senators  can  not  be  less  than 
twenty,  nor  more  than  thirty-one. 

The  legislature  meets  (at  Augusta)  annually,  in  the  month  of  May;  it 
formerly  met  in  January. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  who  is  elected  annually 
by  the  people,  on  the  second  Monday  in  September,  and  his  term  of  office 
commences  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  January.  A  council  of  seven  mem- 
bers is  elected  annually,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  senators  and  representatives, 
to  advise  the  governor  in  the  executive  part  of  government. 

The  right  of  sufirage.is  granted  to  every  male  citizen  aged  twenty-one 
years  or  upward  (excepting  paupers,  persons  under  guardianship,  and  In- 
dians not  taxed),  having  had  his  residence  established  in  the  state  for  the 
term  of  three  months  next  preceding  an  election. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  supreme  judicial  court,  and  such 
other  courts  as  the  legislature  may,  from  time  to  time,  establish.  All  the 
judges  are  appointed  by  the  governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
council ;  and  they  hold  their  ofiices  for  seven  years 
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NEW  HAMPSHIB.B. 

A  constitution  was  established  in  1784 ;  and  in  1792,  this  constitution 
was  altered  and  amended  by  a  convention  of  delegates  held  at  Concord, 
and  is  now  in  force. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives, which,  together,  are  styled  the  General  Court  of  New  Hampshire, 

Every  town,  or  incorporated  township,  having  150  ratable  polls,  may 
send  one  representative  ;  and  for  every '300  additional  polls,  it  is  entitled 
to  an  additional  representative. 

The  senate  consists  of  twelve  members,  who  are  chosen  by  the  people 
in  districts. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor  and  a  council,  which  con- 
sists of  five  members. 

The  governor,  council,  senators,  and  representatives,  are  all  elected  an- 
nually, by  the  people,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  March,  and  their  term 
of  service  commences  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June. 

The  general  court  meets  anniially  (at  Concord)  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  June. 

The  right  of  sufirage  is  granted  to  every  male  inhabitant  of  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  excepting  paupers,  and  persons  excused  from  paying  taxes 
at  their  own  request. 

The  judiciary  power  is  vested  in  a  superior  court,  and  a  court  of  com- 
mon pleas.  The  judges  are  appointed  by  the  governor  and  council,  and 
hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior,  but  not  beyond  the  age  of  seventy 
years. 

VERMONT. 

The  first  constitution  of  this  state  was  formed  in  1777,  and  revised  in 
1786 ;  the  one  now  in  operation  was  adopted  on  the  4th  of  July,  1793  , 
and  an  amendment  establishing  a  senate  was  adopted  in  January,  1836. 

The  legislative  power  is  now  vested  in  a  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives, elected  by  the  people  annually,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  September. 

The  senate  consists  of  thirty  members ;  each  county  being  entitled  to 
at  least  one,  and  the  remainder  to  be  apportioned  according  to  population  \ 
and  the  house  of  representatives  is  composed  of  one  member  from  each 
town.  The  senators  must  be  thirty  yes^s  of  age,  and  the  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor is  ex'Officio  president  of  the  senate. 

The  legislature  is  styled  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Vermont^ 
and  meets  annually,  on  the  second  Thursday  of  October,  at  Montpelier, 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  or,  in  his  absence,  a  lieu- 
tenant-governor, both  elected  annually  by  the  people,  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  September,  and  their  term  of  office  expires  on  the  second  Thursday  in 
October. 

The  judiciary  powers  are  vested  in  a  supreme  court,  consisting  of 
three  judges,  chosen  every  year  by  the  legislature ;  in  a  county  court, 
composed  of  a  circuit  judge,  appointed  by  the  legislature,  and  two  assis- 
tant judges  in  each  county  elected  by  the  people,  who  hold  courts  twice 
a-year  in  their  respective  counties  ;  and  in  justices  of  the  peace,  appointed 
by  the  legislature.     There  are  four  circuit  judges  in  the  state. 

T^e  constitution  grants  the  right  of  suffrage  to  every  man,  of  the  full 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  has  resided  in  the  state  for  the  space  of 
one  whole  year,  next  before  the  election  of  representatives,  and  is  of 
quiet  and  peaceable  behavior. 

A  council  of  censors,  consisting  of  thirteen  persons,  are  chosen  every 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1562  SYNOPSIS   OF   THE   STATS    CONSTITUTIONS. 

seven  years  (first  elected  in  1799),  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  March,  anrl 
meet  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June.  Their  duty  is  to  inquire  whether 
the  constitution  has  been  preserved  inviolate ;  whether  the  legislative  and 
executive  branches  of  government  have  performed  their  duty  as  guardians 
of  the  people ;  whether  the  public  taxes  have  been  justly  laid  and  col- 
lected ;  in  what  manner  the  public  moneys  have  been  disposed  of;  and 
whether  the  laws  have  been  duly  executed. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  constitution  of  this  state  was  formed  in  1780,  and  amended,  by  a 
state  convention  and  the  people,  in  1821.  Several  amendments  have  since 
been  recommended  by  the  lej^islature,  and  adopted  by  the  people. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives, which  together  are  styled  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts, 

The  senate  consists  of  forty  members,  who  are  chosen  annually  by  the 
people,  by  districts,  or  counties,  according  to  population. 

The  house  of  representatives  consists  of  members  chosen  annually  by 
the  cities  and  towns,  according  to  population,  every  town  having  300  ra- 
table polls  electing  one  representative,  and  for  every  450  more,  one  addi- 
tional representative.  Any  town  having  less  than  300  polls,  to  be  repre- 
sented as  many  years  within  ten  years,  as  300  is  contained  in  the  product 
of  the  number  of  polls  in  said  town,  multiplied  by  ten.  When  there  is  a 
surplus  of  polls  over  a  sufficiency  for' one  or  more  representatives,  multi- 
ply the  surplus  by  ten,  and  divide  by  450,  and  the  quotient  will  show  how 
many  years  of  the  decennial  period  the  town  shall  be  allowed  an  addi- 
tional representative. 

The  supreme  executive  magistrate  is  styled  the  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massaehusetts,  and  has  the  title  of  "  His  Excellency.^*  The 
governor  is  elected  annually  by  the  people,  and  at  the  same  time  a  lieu- 
tenant-governor is  chosen,  who  has  the  title  of  " His  Honor"  The  gov- 
ernor is  assisted  in  the  executive  department,  particularly  in  appointments 
to  office,  by  a  council  of  nine  members,  ^ho  are  chosen  by  the  joint  ballot 
of  the  senators  and  representatives,  from  the  senators ;  and  in  case  the 
persons  elected  councillors  decline  the  appointment,  others  are  chosen  by 
the  legislature  from  the  people  at  large.  ^ 

The  annual  election  is  held  on  the  second  Monday  in  November,  and 
the  general  court  meets  at  Boston,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  January. 

The  right  of  suffrage  is  granted  to  every  male  citizen  twenty-one  years 
of  age  and  upward  (excepting  paupers  and  persons  under  guardianship), 
who  has  resided  within  the  commonwealth  one  year,  and  within  the  town 
or  district  in  which  he  may  claim  a  right  to  vote,  six  calendar  months  next 
precedmg  any  election,  and  who  has  paid  a  state  or  county  tax,  assessed 
upon  him  within  two  years  next  preceding  such  election ;  and  also  every 
citizen  who  may  be  by  law  exempted  from  taxation,  and  who  may  be  in 
all  other  respects  qualified  as  abovementioned. 

The  judiciary  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court,  a  court  of  common  pleas, 
and  such  other  courts  as  the  legislature  may  establish.  The  judges  are 
appointed  by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
council,  and  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior. 

aUODE  ISLAND. 

The  charter  granted  to  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  by  King  Charles 
11.,  in  1663,  formed  the  basis  of  the  state  government,  until  the  present 
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oonstitution  was  framed,  which  was  adopted  in  November,  1842,  and  went 
into  efTect  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  1843. 

By  this  constitution  *the  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  senate  and 
house  of  representatives,  who  are  together  styled  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations, 

The  senate  consists  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  one  sen- 
ator from  each  of  the  thirty-one  towns  in  the  state. 

The  house  of  representatives  consists  of  sixty-nine  members,  appor* 
tioned  among  the  towns  according  to  population.  Each  town  is  to  have 
at  least  one,  and  no  town  more  than  twelve  representatives. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  being,  with  the  lieuten- 
ant-governor, senators,  and  representatives,  elected  annually  by  the  people, 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  for  the  year  commencing  the  first  Tues- 
day of  May,  when  the  general  assembly  meets  at  Newport ;  and  adjourned 
sessions  are  held  alternately  at  Providence^  East  Greenwich,  and  Bristol, 
The  judges  and  other  public  officers,  except  those  chosen  by  the  people, 
are  appointed  annually  by  the  general  assembly. 

The  judicial  powers  are  vested  in  a  supreme  court,  consisting  of  a  chief- 
justice  and  three  associate  justices,  who  hold  their  offices  until  they  are 
removed  by  a  resolution  passed  by  both  houses  of  the  assembly,  and  in  a 
court  of  common  pleas  for  each  county,  consisting  of  a  justice  of  the  su- 
preme court,  and  two  associate  justices. 

The  right  of  suffrage  is  vested  in  all  male  native  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who  have  resided  in  the  state  two  years,  and  in  the  town  where 
they  propose  to  vote,  six  months  ;  who  have  been  registered  in  the  town 
clerk's  office  at  least  seven  days  before  the  election  ;  have  paid  within  one 
year  a  tax  of  one  dollar,  or  have  done  military  duty  within  the  preceding 
year ;  likewise,  in  all  male  citizens  (naturalized  foreigners)  of  the  United 
States,  who  in  addition  to  the  preceding  qualifications,  possess  real  estate 
in  the  town  or  city,  worth  $134  over  all  incumbrances,  or  which  rents  for 
$7  per  annum. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  charter  granted  in  1662  by  Charles  II.,  formed  the  basis  of  the 
government  of  Connecticut  till  1818,  when  the  present  constitution  was 
framed. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives, which  together  are  styled  the  General  Assembly, 

The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  are  chosen  by  the  dififer- 
ent  towns  in  the  state  ;  the  more  ancient  towns,  the  majority  of  the  whole 
number,  send  each  two  representatives ;  the  rest  only  one  each.  The 
present  number  is  220. 

The  senate  must  consist  of  not  less  than  eighteen,  nor  more  than  twenty- 
four  members,  who  are  chosen  by  districts.  The  present  number  is 
twenty-one. 

The  executive  power  is  Vested  in  a  governor.  A  lieutenant-governor  is 
also  chosen,  who  is  president  of  the  senate,  and  on  whom  the  duties  of 
the  governor  devolve,  in  case  of  his  death,  resignation,  or  absence. 

The  representatives,  senators,  governor,  and  lieutenant-governor,  are  all 
elected  annually  by  the  people,  on  the  first  Monday  in  April. 

The  general  assembly  has  one  stated  session  every  year,  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  May,  alternately  at  Hartford  and  at  New  Haven. 

Every  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have  gained. 
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a  settlemetit  in  this  state/ attained  the  a^e  of  twenty-one  years,  and  resi- 
ded in  the  town  in  which  he  may  offer  himself  to  be  admitted  to  the  priv- 
ilege of  an  elector,  at  least  six  months  preceding,  and  have  a  freehold  es- 
tate of  the  yearly  value  of  seven  dollars,  in  this  state ;  or  having  been 
enrolled  in  the  militia,  shall  have  performed  military  duty  therein  for  the 
term  of  one  year  next  preceding  the  time  he  shall  offer  himself  for  admis- 
sion, or  being  liable  thereto,  shall  have  been,  by  authority  of  law,  excused 
therefrom ;  or  shall  have  paid  a  state  tax  within  the  year  next  preceding 
the  time  he  shall  present  himself  for  such  admission,  and  shall  sustain  a 
good  moral  character ;  shall,  on  the  taking  such  an  oath  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law,  be  an  elector. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court  of  errors,  a  superior 
court,  and  such  inferior  courts  as. the  general  assembly  may,  from  time  U> 
time,  establish.  The  judges  are  appointed  by  the  general  assembly ;  and 
those  of  the  supreme  and  superior  courts  hold  their  offices  during  good  be- 
havior, but  not  beyond  the  age  of  seventy  yeRTs. 

No  person  is  compelled  to  join,  support,  or  to  be  classed  with,  or  asso- 
ciated to,  any  congregation,  church,  or  religious  association.  But  every 
person  may  be  compelled  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  so- 
ciety to  which  he  may  belong ;  he  may,  however,  separate  himself  from 
the  society  by  leaving  a  written  notice  of  his  wish  with  the  clerk  of  such 
society. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  present  constitution  of  the  state  of  New  York,  was  formed  in  1846. 

Every  male  citizen,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  ten  days  a  citizen,  one 
year  next  preceding  any  election  an  inhabitant  of  the  state,  for  the  last 
four  months  a  resident  of  the  county  where  he  may  offer  'his  vote,  and  for 
thirty  days  next  preceding  the  election,  a  resident  of  the  district  of  his 
candidate,  may  vote  in  the  election  district  of  which  he  shall  at  the  time 
be  a  resident,  and  not  elsewhere.  No  man  of  color  shall  vote  unless  he 
shall  have  been  for  three  years  a  resident  of  the  state,  and,  for  one  year 
next  preceding  the  election,  shall  have  owned  a  freehold  worth  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  above  all  incumbrances,  and  shall  have  paid  a  tax 
thereon.  And  no  person  of  color  shall  be  taxed  unless  he  shall  own  such 
real  estate.  Persons  convicted  of  &ny  infamous  crime,  and  those  wh* 
have  made,  or  become  direct ly  or  indirectly  interested  in  any  bet  upon  am. 
election,  may  by  a  law  be  deprived  of  their  vote  therein. 

Tbe  state  shall  be  divided  into  thirty-two  districts,  each  of  which  shall 
choose  one  senator  to  serve  for  two  years.  A  census  of  the  state  shall 
be  taken  in  1855,  and  in  every  ten  years  afterward.  The  legislature,  at 
the  next  session  after  such  census,  shall  reorganize  the  districts  on  the 
basis  of  population,  excluding  aliens  and  persons  of  color  not  taxed  ;  and 
the  districts  shall  remain  unaltered  until  the  next  census.  Members  of 
the  assembly,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  in  number,  and  apportioned 
among  the  several  counties  according  to  the  population,  excluding  aliens 
and  persons  of  color  not  taxed,  shall  be  elected  annually  and  by  single 
districts.  Each  county,  except  Hamilton,  shall  have  at  least  one  member 
of- the  assembly  ;  and  no  new  county  shall  be  made  unless  its  population 
entitle  it  to  a  member.  The  pay  of  the  senators  and  representatives  shall 
not  be  more  than  three  dollars  a  day,  with  one  dollar  for  every  ten  miles 
of  travel,  nor  exceed  in  the  whole  three  dollars  per  diem  allowance.  In 
«xtra  sessions  it  shall  be  three  dollars  a  day.     The  speaker  shall  receive 
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one  third  additional  to  his  per-diem  allowance.  No  member  of  the  legis- 
turo  shall,  during  his  term,  be  appointed  to  any  office  ;  and  no  one  holding 
office  under  the  United  States;  and  no  member  of  Congress  shall  belong 
to  the  legislature.  The  election  shall  be  on  the  Tuesday  succeeding  the 
first  Monday  in  November ;  and  the  legislature  shall  assemble  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  the  following  January.  The  assembly  may  impeach  by  a  ma- 
jority vote  of  all  the  members  elected. 

The  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  chosen  by  a  plurality  of  votes, 
shall  hold  office  for  two  years.  In  case  two  persons  have  an  equal  and 
the  highest  vote,  the  legislature,  at  its  next  session,  by  joint  ballot  shall 
decide  between  them.  They  must  be  thirty  years  old.  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  have  been,  for  five  years  next  preceding  their  election, 
residents  in  the  state.  The  governor  may  veto  a  bill ;  but  two  thirds  of 
both  houses  may  pass  it  again,  notwithstanding  his  veto.  The  lieutenant- 
governor  shall  be  president  of  the  senate,  with  only  a  casting  vote  ;  and 
if  the  office  of  governor  be  vacant,  he,  and,  after  him,  the  president  of 
the  senate,  shall  act  as  governor.  The  secretary  of  state,  comptroller, 
treasurer,  attorney- general,  state-engineer,  and  surveyor,  shall  be  chosen 
at  a  general  election,  and  hold  office  for  two  years.  The  treasurer  may 
be  suspended  from  office  by  the  governor,  during  the  recess  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  until  thirty  days  aftex  the  .beginning  of  the  next  session.  At 
the  first  election,  three  canal  commissioners,  and  three  inspectors  of  pris* 
ons  shall  be  chosen,  to  hold  office  one,  two,  and  three  years,  respectively, 
as  shall  be  determined  by  lot ;  and  afterward  one  shall  be  elected  annu- 
ally to  hold  office  for  three  years.  The  inspectors  shall  have  charge  of 
the  stateprisons,  and  shall  appoint  all  officers  therein. 

The  court  of  appeals  shall  consist  of  eight  judges,  four  to  be  elected 
by  the  people  of  the  state,  to  serve  eight  years,  and  four  selected  from  the 
justices  of  the  supreme  court,  having  the  shortest  time  to  serve.  Tho 
judges  shall  be  so  classified  that  every  two  years  one  shall  leave  office, 
and  a  new  judge  be  elected  to  serve  eight  years.  The  state  shall  be  divi- 
ded into  eight  judicial  districts,  of  which  New  york  city  shall  be  one  ; 
where  the  number  of  judges  is  to  be  fixed  by  law.  The  other  districts 
shall  each  elect  four  justices  of  the  supreme  court  to  serve  eight  years. 
The  justices  shall  have  general  jurisdiction  in  law  and  equity,  and  shall 
be  so  classified  that  every  two  years  one  in  each  district  shall  go  out  of 
office.  Each  county,  except  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  shall  elect 
one  county  judge  for  four  years,  who  shall  act  as  surrogate  and  hold  the 
county  court.  Counties  of  more  than  forty  thousand  inhabitants  may  elect 
a  separate  surrogate.  Towns  may  elect  justices  of  the  peace  to  serve  four 
years.  Cities  may  have  inferior  local  courts  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion. Tribunals  of  conciliation  may  be  established  whose  judgment  shall  be 
binding  only  upon  parties  who  voluntarily  submit  their  matters  in  dispute, 
and  agree  to  abide  the  result.  A  clerk  of  the  court  of  appeals,  to  be  eX" 
officio  clerk  of  the  supreme  court,  shall  be  chosen  by  the  people  for  three 
years.  Sheriffs,  county-clerks,  coroners,  and  district  attorneys,  shalKbe 
chosen  by  counties  once  in  three  years,  and  as  often  as  vacancies  happen 
Sheriffs  shall  hold  no  other  office,  and  be  ineligible  for  the  next  three  years 
after  the  termination  of  their  office. 

From  June  1,  1846,  there  shall  be  paid  each  year  out  of  the  net  reve- 
nue of  the  state  canals,  one  million,  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  until 
June  1,  1855  ;  and  from  that  time  one  million,  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars  a  vear,  as  a  sinking-  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  canal  debt  of  the 
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State.  AAerward,  from  the  remaining  revenues  of  the  canals,  there  shall  be 
paid  from  June  1,  1846,  until  the  canal  debt  is  extinguished,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  a  year ;  and  afterward,  one  million,  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year,  for  the  redemption  of  the  general  fund 
and  all  contingent  debts.  Of  the  balance  of  the  canal  revenues,  a  sum  not 
above  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  (which  may,  if  necessary,  after 
eight  years  be  increased  to  three  hundred  and  iifty  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  and  which,  after  the  above  debts  are  paid,  and  certain  now  unfin- 
ished canals  completed,  may  be  still  further  increased  to  six  hundred  and 
seventy-two  thousand,  five  hundred  dollars  a  year),  shall  be  devoted  to  pay 
the  necessary  expenses  of  the  state ;  and  the  balance  shall  be  expended 
to  complete  the  still  unfinished  canals.  The  principal  and  income  of  these 
sinking  funds  shall  be  sacredly  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  created  ;  and,  if  either  proves  insufiScient,  its  revenues  shall  be  suf- 
ficiently increased  by  taxes  to  preserve  perfectly  the  public  faith.  The 
state  canals  shall  never  be  sold,  leased,  or  otherwise  disposed  of. 

The  state  shall  never  give  its  credit  to  any  individual  or  corporation ; 
nor  shall  it  ever  contract  a  debt,  except  to  meet  casual  deficits  in  the  rev* 
enue,  or  to  suppress  insurrection,  or  for  defence  in  war,  unless  such  debt 
be  authorized  for  some  single  work  by  a  law  which  shall  provide  by  a  di- 
rect annual  tax,  to  be  irrepealable  until  the  debt  is  extinguished,  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  annually,  and  of  the  principal  within  eighteen 
years,  and  which  shall  be  passed  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  be  submitted  to 
the  people,  and  receive  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  at  a  general  election, 
to  be  held  not  less  than  three  months  after  its  passage,  and  at  which  no 
other  law  or  any  amendment  to  the  constitution  is  voted  for;  and,  on  its 
final  passage  by  the  legislature,  the  question  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  three  fifths  of  all  the  members  elected  shall  form  a  quorum.  All 
moneys  arising  from  such  loan  shall  be  applied  only  to  the  objects  of  the 
loan.  No  payment  shall  be  made  out  of  the  funds  of  the  state,  unless  by 
a  law  distinctly  specifying  the  sum  and  object  of  the  appropriation.  Pub- 
lic moneys  or  property  can  not  be  appropriated  for  local  or  private  pur- 
poses, except  by  a  two  thirds  vote  of  the  members  elected  to  each  branch 
of  the  legislature. 

Corporations,  with  the  individual  liability  of  the  corporators,  may  be 
formed  under  general  laws  which  may  be  altered  or  repealed.  They  shall 
not  be  created  by  special  act,  except  for  municipal  purposes,  and  when 
the  objects  of  the  corporation  can  not  be  gained  under  general  laws.  No 
special  charter  shall  be  granted  for  banking  purposes  ;  and  after  January 
1,  1850,  stockholders  in  banks  shall  be  individually  liable,  to  the  amount 
of  their  stock,  for  debts  incurred  after  that  date.  If  a  bank  is  insolvent, 
the  bill-holders  shall  be  preferred  creditors. 

The  capital  of  the  common  school  and  literary  funds  shall  be  preserved 
inviolate,  and  iis  revenue  applied  to  the  support  of  common  schools  and 
academies.  All  persons,  from  scruples  of  conscience,  averse  to  bearing 
arms,  shall  be  excused  therefrom'  upon  such  conditions  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law.  No  one  shall  be  incompetent  as  a  witness  on  account 
of  his  opinions  upon  religion.  In  all  libel  cases  the  truth  may  be  given 
in  evidence,  and  the  jury  shall  have  the  right  to  decide  the  law  and  the 
fact.  All  feudal  tenures,  with  all  their  incidents,  are  abolished ;  except 
such  rents  and  services  certain  as  have  been  lawfully  created  or. reserved 
No  lease  or  grant  of  agricultural  land  for  more  than  twelve  years,  hereaf 
ter  made,  in  which  any  rent  or  service  is  reserved,  shall  be  valid 
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Amendments  to  the  constitution  must  be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  vote  of 
the  members  elected  to  each  of  the  two  houses  ;  be  entered  on  their  jour- 
nals wiih  the  yeas  and  nays  ;  be  referred  to  the  legislature  to  be  chosen  at 
the  next  general  election  of  senators,  and  published  three  months  previous  to 
siTch  election  ;  be  passed  by  a  majority  of  all  the  members-  elected  to  this 
legislature  ;  be  then  submitted  to  the  people,  and  if  a  majority  approve  the 
amendments,  they  shall  become  a  part  of  the  constitution.  In  1866,  and 
every  twentieth  year  thereafter,  and  at  such  times  as  the  legislature  may 
provide,  the  question  of  a  revision  of  the  constitution  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  people ;  and,  if  a  majority  decide  in  favor  of  a  convention,  the  legisla- 
ture at  its  next  session  shall  provide  for  the  election  of  delegates  thereto. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

• 

The  original  constitution  of  New  Jersey  was  formed  in  1776,  and  no 
revision  of  it  took  place  until  the  aldoption  of  the  present  constitution,  in 
1844,  except  that  the  legislature  undertook  to  explain  its  provisions  in 
particular  parts. 

In  May,  1 844,  a  convention  of  delegates,  chosen  by  the  people,  assem- 
bled at  Trenton,  and  prepared  the  draught  of  a  new  constitution,  which  was 
submitted  to  the  people  on  the  13th  of  August,  was  adopted  by  a  largo 
majority,  and  went  into  operation  on  the  2d  of  September,  1844. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  senate  and  general  assembly,  who 
are  styled  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
under  which  title  laws  are  enacted. 

The  senate  consists  of  one  senator  from  each  county,  elected  by  the 
people  for  three  years,  one  third  going  out  each  year.  Their  present 
number  is  nineteen. 

The  general  assembly  consists  of  not  more  than  sixty,  chosen  annually 
by  the  people  of  each  county,  by  apportionment  according  to  the  number 
of  inhabitants. 

The  members  of  the  senate  and  of  the  general  assembly  are  elected  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  October,, and  meet  at  Trenton  on  the  second  'j^'ues- 
day  in  the  next  January,  when  the  legislative  year  conunences. 

Charters  for  banks  and  money  corporations  require  the  assent  of  three 
fidhs  of  the  members  elected  to  e^ch  house,  and  are  limited  to  twenty 
years. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  elected  by  the  people 
once  in  three  years,  at  the  general  election.  He  has  the  power  of  nomi- 
nating and  appointing  to  office,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate, 
the  chancellor,  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  judges  of  the  court  of  errors 
and  appeals,  and  all  other  officers  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  law. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  court  of  errors  Ind  appeals,  com- 
posed of  the  chancellor,  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  six  other 
judges  ;  a  court  for  the  trial  of  impeachments ;  a  court  of  chancery ;  a 
supreme  court,  of  Ave  judges ;  and  courts  of  common  pleas.  The  chan- 
cellor and  judges  of  the  supreme  court  hold  their  offices  for  seven  years ; 
the  six  judges  of  the  court  of  errors  and  appeals,  for  six  years,  one  judge 
vacating  his  seat  each  year  in  rotation. 

The  right  of  safTrage  is  exercised  by  every  white  male  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  who  has  resided  in  the  state  one  year,  and  in  the  county 
where  he  votes  five  months  (paupers,  idiots,  insane  persons,  and  criminala 
excepted). 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  first  constitution  of  Pennsylvania  was  adopted  in  1776  ;  a  second 
one  in  1790  ;  and  the  present  amended  constitution  was  adopted  in  1838 

The  leo^islative  power  is  vested  in  a  general  assembly,  consisting  of  a 
senate  and  house  of  representatives. 

The  senators  are  chosen  for  three  years,  one  third  being  elected  annu 
ally,  by  the  people,  by  districts.     Their  number  can  not  be  ^eater  than 
one  third,  nor  less  than  one  fourth  of  the  number  of  representatives.     The 
,  present  number  is  thirty-three. 

The  representatives  are  chosen  annually  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  Oc- 
tober, by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and  each  county  respectively,  ap- 
portioned according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants.  The  number 
can  not  be  less  than  sixty  nor  more  than  one  hundred  ;  which  latter  is 
the  present  number  chosen. 

The  general  assembly  meets  annually  at  Harrishurg^  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  January,  unless  sooner  convened  by  the  governor. 

The  supreme  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  who  is  chosen 
on  the  2d  Tuesday  in  October,  and  who  holds  his  office  during  three 
years  from  the  third  Tuesday  of  January  next  after  his  election  ;  and  he 
can  not  hold  it  longer  than  six  years  in  any  term  of  nine  years. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court,  in  courts  of  oyer  and 
terminer,  and  general  jail  delivery,  in  a  court  of  common  pleas,  orphans' 
court,  register's  court,  and  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for  each 
county,  in  justices  of  the  peace,  and  in  such  other  courts  as  the  legislature 
may  from  time  to  time  establish. 

By  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  adopted  in  1850,  the  judges  of 
the  several  courts  are  hereafter  to  be  elected  by  the  people ;  the  judges 
of  the  supreme  court  are  chosen  for  fifteen  years,  by  general  ticket ;  the 
president  judoes  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  and  other  courts  of  record, 
by  districts,  for  ten  years  ;  and  the  associate  judges  of  the  courts  of  com- 
mon pleas  for  five  years. 

The*  right  of  suffrage  is  exercised  by  every  white  freeman  of  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years,  having  resided  in  the  state  one  year,  and  in  the  elec- 
tion district  where,  he  offers  his  vote  ten  days  immediately  preceding  such 
election,  and  within  two  years  paid  a  state  or  county  tax,  which  shall 
have  been  assessed  at  least  ten  days  before  the  election.  White  freemen, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and  twenty- 
two  years,  having  resided  in  the  state  one  year,  may  vote  without  paying 
taxes. 

DELAWARE. 

The  constitution  was  formed  in  1792,  and  amended  in  1831. 

The  legislature  is  styled  the  General  Assembly,  and  consists  of  a  senate 
and  house  of  representatives. 

The  senators  are  nine  in  number,  namely,  three  from  each  county,  and 
are  elected  for  a  term  for  four  years. 

The  representatives  are  elected  for  a  term  of  two  years,  and  are  twenty- 
)ne  in  number,  seven  from  each  county. 

The  general  assembly  meets  at  Dover,  biennially,  on  the  first  Tuesday 
A  January,  unless  sooner  convened  by  the  governor. 

The  general  election  is  held  biennially,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  No- 
trember. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  who  is  elected  by  the 
^eople  for  a  term  of  four  years,  and  is  not  eligible  for  a  second  term 
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The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  court  of  errors  and  appeals,  a  supe- 
rior court,  a  court  of  chancery,  an  orphans'  court,  a  court  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner, a  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  and  jail  delivery;  a  regis- 
ter's court,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  such  other  courts  as  the  general 
assembly  may,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  each  house,  establish. 

The  right  of  suffrage  is  granted  to  every  white  male  citizen  of  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years,  or  upward,  having  resided  in  the  state  one  year  next 
before  the  election,  and  the  last  month  in  the  county  where  he  votes  ;  and 
having  within  two  years  paid  a  county  tax.  Also,  to  every  white  male 
citizen  over  twenty-one,  and  under  twenty-two  years  of  age,  having  resi- 
ded as  aforesaid,  without  payment  of  any  tax. 

MARYLAND. 

The  original  oonstitation  of  thb  state  was  formed  in  1776,  and  snVfleqnently,  was  amended 
by  the  legialatare,  which  was  vested  with  the  power  of  passing  amendments  at  two  sncoes- 
ave  sessions.  The  present  constilation  was  formed  by  a  state  convention,  and  signed  by  a 
majority  of  the  delegates  thereto,  on  the  13th  of  May,  1851.  It  was  adopted  by  the  people  on 
the  4th  of  Jane,  and  went  into  effect  the  4th  of  July  following. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  who  is  chosen  by  the  people,  for  a  term  of  four 
year&  The  state  is  divided  into  three  districts,  and  the  governor  is  taken  from  each  of  the 
three  districts  alternately.  The  governor  nominates,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  senate,  ap- 
points, all  officers  whose  appointment  is  not  otherwise  provided  for.  b^  the  constitntion,  or  by 
law.  A  person  to  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  governor,  mast  have  attamed  the  age  of  30  years, 
and  been  for  five  vears  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  for  five  years  a  resident  of  the  state 
and  three  of  the  district,  next  preceding  his  election.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  by 
death  or  otherwise,  the  president  of  the  senate  ocoapies  the  office  till  filled  by  the  legislatare. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  senate  and  a  honse  of  delegates,  together  styled  '*  The 
General  Assembly  of  Maryland." 

The  senators  are  elected  by  die  people  for  a  teim  of  four  yean,  one  half  of  them  being 
chosen  biennially.  One  senator  is  chosen  from  each  coonty,  and  one  from  die  city  of  Balti- 
more ;  making  the  present  nnmber  of  senators  twenty-twa 

The  members  of  the  hoase  of  delegates  are  elected  by  the  people  once  in  two  years,  and 
ontil  the  apportionment  to  be  made  under  the  census  of  1860,  are  78  in  number.  Baltimore 
city  being  entitled  to  10 ;  Baltimore  county,  6 ;  Frederick,  6 ;  Washington,  5 ;  Allegany,  4 , 
Somerset,  4  ;  Worcester,  3 ;  Harford,  3 ;  Anne  Arundel,  3 ;  Dorchester,  3  ;  Carroll,  3 ;  Cecil, 
3;  Prince  George's,  3;  St  Mwcy's,  8;  Kent,  H;  Calvert,  3;  Charles,  8;  Talbot,  8:  Caroline, 
8 ;  Howard,  8 ;  dueen  Anne's,  8.  An  apportionment  according  to  population,  is  to  be  made ' 
after  the  census  of  1860— and  the  city  of  Baltimore  shall  always  be  entitled  to  four  more  dele- 
gates than  the  most  popubus  county.  The  whole  number  of  delegates  is  not  to  exceed  80,  nor 
be  less  than  65. 

The  Judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  oourt  of  appeals,  in  drcuit  oonrts,  courts  for  the  dty  of  Bal- 
timore, and  in  justices  of  the  peace ;  all  elected  by  the  people.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  ap- 
peals are  four  in  number,  chosen  from  the  four  judicial  districts  of  the  state,  for  a  term  of  ten 
years ;  the  circuit  judges  are  eight  in  number,  also  chosen  for  ten  years,  one  from  each  of  tiie 
eight  judicial  circuits  into  which  tlie  state  is  divided.  The  jod^  must  be  persons  selected 
fifom  among  those  learned  in  the  law.  Orphans'  courts,  consisting  of  three  judges  for  each 
county  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  are  also  elected  by  the  people  for  a  term  of  four  yean. 
Sherifis,  registers  of  wills,  clerks  of  the  courts,  and  county  officers,  are  elected  by  the  people. 

The  general  election  is  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  November,  biennisllv ;  the  general 
assembly  meets  at  Annapolis,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  Januanr  annually,  until  1854,  and  ev- 
eiy  second  year  thereafter,  but  may  be  convened  at  other  times  b^  the  governor. 

The  constitution  confers  the  right  of  suffrage  on  every  free  white  male  person  being  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  or  upward,  having  resided  one  year  in  the 
state,  and  six  months  in  the  county  or  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  next  preceding  the  election  at 
which  he  offers  to  vote. 

Imprisonment  for  debt,  and  fotteries  are  prohibited.  The  property  of  debtors  to  an  amoont 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  is  protected  firom  execution.  The  legislature  are  prohibited 
from  passing  laws  to  abolish  slavery.  .Corporations  may  be  formed  under  general  laws,  but 
shall  not  be  created  by  special  act,  except  for  municipal  purposes,  or  in  cases  where,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  legislature,  the  object  can  not  be  attamed  under  general  laws.  StookholdeCT  in 
banks  are  liable  to  the  amount  of  their  respective  shares  for  all  debts  of  audi  bank. 
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VIRGINIA. 

The  first  eoastitutian  of  tkis  state  was  formed  in  1776,  and  contmned  in  oper 
ation  until  1 830,  when  an  amended  constitation  was  fonned,  which  continned  in- 
operation  until  1851.  A  third  constitution  was  formed  by  a  convention  at  Rich- 
mond August  1, 1651,  and  submitted  to  the  people  October  23,  1851. 

By  this  new  constitution,  the  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  senate  and  honse 
of  delegates,  which  are  together  styled  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia.  The 
house  of  delegates  consists  of  152  members  to  be  chosen  biennially,  by  the  people 
of  the  counties,  cities,  and  towns  of  the  oommoawealth.  The  senate  consists  of 
fifty  members,  elected  by  the  people,  by  single  districts,  named  in  the  constitu- 
tion for  a  term  of  fonr  years — so  classified  that  one  half  of  the  senators  may  be 
chosen  every  second  year.  In  the  year  1865,  and  in  every  tenth  year  theresfter, 
the  senators  and  representatives  are  to  be  reapportioned,  according  to  a  plan  laid 
down  in  the  constitution. 

The  first  biennial  election  is  to  take  place  on  the  second  Monday  in  December, 
1851,  and  the  first  session  of  the  general  assembly  takes  place  st  Eichmond,  on 
the  second  Monday  in  January,  1652.  The  officisl  terms  of  the  delegates  fiist 
elected  to  the  general  assembly  expire  on  the  30th  of  June,  1853.  The  general 
assembly  shall  meet  once  in  every  two  yearst  and  not  oftener,  unless  convened 
by  the  governor.  No  session  shall  continue  longer  than  ninety  days,  without 
the  concurrence  of  three  fifths  of  the  members  elected  to  each  house,  in  whidi 
case  the  session  may  be  extended  not  more  than  thirty  days. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  who  is  elected  by  the  people  for 
a  term  of  four  years.  He  must  have  attained  thirty  years  of  age,  be  a  native 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  citizen  of  Virginia  for  five  years  next  prece- 
ding his  election.  He  roust  reside  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  his  salary  is 
fixed  at  five  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  A  lieutenant-governor  is  elected  by 
the  people,  at  the  same  time  and  for  the  same  term  as  the  governor.  The  lieu- 
tenant-governor  is  president  of  the  senate,  but  has  no  vote. 

A  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  treasurer,  and  an  auditor  of  public  accoimts, 
are  elected  by  the  joint  vote  of  the  two  houses  of  the  general  assembly,  for  the 
term  of  two  years,  unless  sooner  removed.  A  board  of  public  works,  consisting 
of  three  commissioners,  is  elected  by  the  people  in  three  districts  into  which  the 
state  is  to  be  divided  for  that  purpose.  Their  term  of  office  is  to  be  six  yeai8» 
but  so  classified  that  one  commissioner  shall  be  elected  eveiy  two  years. 

The  right  of  sufirage  is  extended  to  every  white  male  citizen  of  the  comracm- 
wealth  oi  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  the  state  for 
two  years,  and  of  the  county,  city,  or  town  where  he  oflers  to  vote,  for  twdve 
montns  preceding  an  election.  In  all  elections,  votes  shall  be  given  openly,  or 
viva  vocty  and  not  by  ballot ;  but  dumb  persons  may  vote  by  ballot. 

The  jadicial  power  is  vested  id  a  supreme  court  of  appeals,  district  courts,  and  circuit  oawts 
— all  the  judges  of  which  courts  are  elected  by  the  people.  The  state  is  divided  in  tweoty-oaa 
jadicial  circuits,  ten  districts,  and  five  sections.  For  each  circuit  a  iodse  is  elected  by  tbe 
votes  tfaeneof  for  the  term  of  eij^ht  years.  A  oireait  court  shall  be  held  at  least  twice  a  year  in 
every  county  and  corporation  in  each  circuit.  A  district  court  shall  be  held  at  least  once  a 
year  in  every  district,  by  the  judge  of  the  oiroaits  coastitutiog  the  section,  and  a'jadge  of  the 
supreme  court  of  appeals.  For  each  section  a  judge  of  tbe  supreme  court  shall  be  elected  by 
the  votes  therenf,  who  shall  hold  bis  office  for  twelve  years,  nnless  sooner  removed  by  a  ooocor- 
rent  vote  of  both  booses  of  the  general  assembly.  Judges  of  other  ooarts  may  be  removed  in 
the  same  manner.  The  supreme  court  of  appeals  consists  of  the  iive  judges  so  elected,  any 
three  of  whom  may  hold  a  ooort.  County  courts  are  composed  ol  not  less  than  three  nor  man 
than  five  justices  or  the  peace,  who  are  efected  by  the  people  of  the  districts  into  which  sncfa 
oounty  may  be  divided,  according  to  population,  for  a  term  of  four  yean.  County  offioen  are 
also  elected  by  tbe  people. 

Slaves  hereafter  emancipated  shall  forfeit  their  freedom  by  remaining  in  the  state  more  than 
twelve  months  after  tbey  become  actaaUy  free,  and  shall  be  reduced  to  slavery.  The  general 
assembly  shall  pass  such  laws  as  they  may  deem  proper  on  the  power  of  slave  owners  to  emsn. 
oipate  ibeir  slaves,  and  may  pass  laws  for  the  relief^of  the  commonwealth  from  tbe  free  negn 
population,  by  removal  or  otherwise. 

The  general  assembly  shall  not  emancipate  any  slave,  or  the  descendant  of  any  slave,  ddier 
before  or  after  the  birth  of  any  such  descendant.  No  lottery  shall  hereafter  be  authorized  by 
law,  and  the  bringing  and  selling  of  lottery  tickets  shall  be  proliibited.  A  state  oensos  is  to  M 
taken  at  intervals  of  fivey^ara  after  the  United  States  oensos. 
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^  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  constitution  of  North  Carolina  was  originally  framed  and  adopted 
in  December,  1776,  and  certain  amendments  agreed  upon  by  a  convention 
in  1835,  and  ratified  by  the  people,  went  into  operation  on  the  first  of 
January,  1836. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  body  styled  the  General  Assembly, 
consisting  of  a  senate  and  house  of  commons,  both  elected  biennially  by 
the  people. 

The  senate  consists  of  fifty  members,  elected  by  districts,  laid  ofif  and 
apportioned  according  to  the  amount  of  taxes  paid  by  the  citizens  into  the 
treasury  of  the  state. 

The  house  of  commons  consists  pf  one  hundred  and  twenty  members, 
chosen  by  counties,  according  to  their  federal  population,  that  is,  according 
to  their  respective  numbers,  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number 
of  free  persons  (including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
excluding  Indians  not  taxed)  three  fifths  of  all  other  persons  (slaves). 

All  freemen  (people  of  color  excepted)  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
who  have  been  inhabitants  of  any  one  district  within  the  state  for  twelve 
months  preceding  the  day  of  any  election,  and  are  possessed  of  a  freehold 
within  the  same  district,  of  fifty  acres  of  land,  for  six  months  next  before 
and  at  the  day  of  election,  arc  entitled  to  vote  for  senators.  The  constitu- 
tion grants  the  right  of  voting  for  governor  and  members  of  the  house  of 
commons,  to  all  freemen  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  have  been 
inhabitants  of  the  state  twelve  months  immediately  preceding  the  election. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  who  is  elected  by  the 
people  biennially ;  is  to  enter  on  the  duties  of  his  office  on  the  first  day 
of  January  next  after  his  election  ;  but  he  is  not  eligible  more  than  four 
years  in  any  term  of  six  years.  He  is  assisted  by  a  council  of  state  of 
seven  persons,  elected  by  the  legislature. 

The  time  of  holding  the  election  for  governor  and  members  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  is  appointed  by  the  legislature  ;  at  present  it  is  fixed  for  the 
first  Thursday  in  August,  biennially.  All  elections  by  the  people  are  by 
ballot.  The  general  assembly  meets  biennially,  at  Raleigh^  on  the  third 
Monday  in  November. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court  of  three  judges,  and  in 
a  superior  or  circuit  court  of  seven  judges ;  besides  inferior  courts.  The 
state  is  divided  into  seven  circuits,  in  which  the  superior  court  is  held 
half  yearly  in  the  several  counties.  As  judges  of  the  superior  courts  of 
law  they  have  jurisdiction  of  all  pleas,  whether  brought  before  them  by 
original  or  mesne  process,  or  by  certiorari  writs  of  error,  or  appeal  from 
any  inferior  court,  also  of  all  pleas  of  the  state,  and  criminal  matters.  As 
judges  of  the  courts  of  equity,  they  have  all  the  powers  of  courts  of  chan- 
cery. The  judges  of  the  supreme  and  superior  courts  are  elected  by  the 
legislature,  in  joint  ballot,  and  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  first  constitution  of  this  state  was  formed  in  1775 ;  the  present 
constitution  was  adopted  in  1790. 

The  legislative  authority  is  vested  in  a  general  assembly,  consisting  of 
a  senate  and  a  house  of  representatives. 

The  senate  consists  of  i'orty-five  members,  who  are  elected  by  districts 
for  four  years,  one  half  being  chosen  biennially. 
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The  house  of  representatives  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four 
members,  who  are  apportioned  among  the  several  districts,  according  to 
the  number  of  white  inhabitants  and  taxation,  and  are  elected  for  two 
years.  The  representatives  and  one  half  of  the  senators  are  chosen  every 
second  year,  on  the  second  Monday  in  October,  and  the  day  following. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  who  is  elected  for  two 
years,  by  a  joint  vote  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  at  every 
first  meeting  of  the  house  of  representatives.  A  governor,  after  having 
performed  the  duties  of  the  office  for  two  years,  can  not  be  re-elected  till 
after  the  expiration  of  four  years. 

At  the  time  of  tl;Le  election  of  governor,  a  lieutenant-governor  is  chosen 
in  the  same  manner,  and  for  the  same  period. 

The  general  assembly  meets  annually,  at  Columbia,  on  the  fourth  Mon- 
day in  November. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  such  superior  and  inferior  courts  of  law 
and  equity  as  the  legislature  shall,  from  time  to  time,  direct  and  establish. 
In  December,  1835,  a  change  was  made  in  the  judiciary,  though  the  judges 
remained  the  same.  The  old  court  of  appeals  of  three  judges  was  abol- 
ished, and  two  of  the  judges  were  made  chancellors  in  equity,  and  the 
other  one  of  the  common  law  judges.  The  present  court  of  appeals  is 
constituted  of  the  judges  of  the  courts  of  law,  and  chancellors,  who  meet 
twice  a  year  at  Columbia,  and  twice  a  year  at  Charleston.  There  are  four 
chancellors  in  equity,  and  s^ven  judges  of  the  general  sessions  and  com- 
mon pleas.  The  chancellor  and  judges  are  appointed  by  joint  ballot 
of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  and  hold  their  offices  during 
good  behavior. 

The  constitution  grants  the  right  of  suffrage  to  every  free  white  male 
citizen,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  having  resided  in  the  state  two 
years  previous  to  the  day  of  election,  and  having  been  possessed  of  a 
freehold  of  fifty  acres  of  land,  or  a  town  lot,  at  least  six  months  before 
such  election,  or  (not  having  such  freehold  or  town  lot)  having  been  a  res- 
ident in  the  election  district  in  which  he  offers  his  vote,  six  months  before 
said  election,  and  having  paid  a  tax  the  preceding  year,  of  three  shiUings 
sterling  toward  the  support  of  the  government. 

GEORGIA. 

The  first  constitution  of  Georgia  was  formed  in  1777;  a  second  in 
1785 ;  and  a  third,  the  one  now  in  operation,  in  1798. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
ives,  which  together  are  styled  the  General  Assembly, 

The  members  of  both  houses  are  chosen  annually,  by  the  people,  on 
the  first  Monday  in  October.  The  number  of  representatives  is  in  propor- 
tion to  population,  including  three  fifths  of  alt  the  people  of  color  ;  but  each 
county  is  entitled  to  at  least  one  member.  The  constitution  was  altered 
by  the  legislature  in  1844,  so  as  to  divide  the  state  into  forty-seven  senato- 
rial districts,  and  to  reduce  the  number  of  representatives  from  201  to  130. 
The  legislature  have  the  power  of  altering  the  constitution,  provided  two 
thirds  of  each  branch  agree  on  amendments  proposed  by  one  legislature, 
and  confirmed  by  their  successors  by  a  two-third  vote,  at  the  following 
session. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  who  was  formerly  elected 
by  the  general  assembly;  but  he  is  now  (and  since  1824)  elected  by 
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tlie  people,  on  the  first  Monday  in  October ;  and  he  holds  the  office  for 
♦wo  years. 

The  general  assembly  meets  at  Milledgeville,  on  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  unless  convened  at  another  time  by  the  governor. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  superior  court,  and  in  such  inferior  ju- 
risdictions as  the  legislature  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish ; 
and  the  superior  and  inferior  courts  sit  twice  in  each  county  every  year. 
The  state  is  divided  into  eleven  circuits,  with  a  judge  of  the  superior 
court  for  each  circuit.  An  inferior  court  is  held  in  each  county,  composed 
of  five  justices,  elected  by  the  people  every  four  years.  These  courts 
possess  the*  powers  of  courts  of  probate.  The  judges  of  the  superior 
court  are  elected  by  the  legislature  for  three  years  ;  the  justices  of  the 
inferior  courts,  and  justices  of  the  peace  are  elected  quadrennially  by  the 
people  ;  and  the  clerks  of  the  superior  and  inferior  courts,  biennially. 

The  constitution  grants  the  right  of  suffrage  to  all  citizens  and  inhabit- 
ants who  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  have  paid  all  the 
taxes  which  may  have  been  required  of  them,  and  which  they  may  have 
had  opportunity  of  paying,  agreeably  to  law,  for  the  year  preceding  tha- 
election,  and  shall  have  resided  six  months  within  the  county. 

FLORIDA. 

The  constitution  of  this  state  was  formed  by  a  convention  of  delegates^ 
chosen  by  the  people,  and  was  adopted  by  said  convention  in  January,. 
1839,  but  Florida  remained  under  a  territorial  government  until  the  3d  of 
March,  1845,  when  it  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  state  by  act  of 
Congress. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  General  Assembly,  consisting  of  a 
senate  and  house  of  representatives.  The  senators  are  elected  by  the 
people,  in  districts,  for  two  years,  one  half  of  the  number  going  out  of 
office  every  year.  The  present  number  of  senators  is  seventeen.  The 
representatives  are  elected  by  the  people,  by  counties,  annually,  their 
number  never  to  exceed  sixty ;  at  present,  forty-one  are  chosen.  The 
annual  election  takes  place  on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  and  the 
legislature  meets  at  Tallahassee  on  tho  first  Monday  in  November  of  each 
year. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  who  is  chosen  by  the 
people  once  in  four  years,  and  he  is  not  eligible  for  the  four  years  next 
succeeding  his  term  of  office. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court,  having  appellate  juris- 
diction onl/,  and  composed  of  the  circuit  judges  for  five  years  after  the 
election  of  those  judges,  and  thereafter  until  the  general  assembly  shall 
otherwise  provide  ;  also  in  circuit  courts,  the  state  being  divided  into  four 
circuits,  in  each  of  which  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  has  jurisdiction. 
These  judges  have  also  equity  powers  until  a  separate  chancery  court 
shall  be  established  by  the  legislature.  The  judges  are  elected  by  the 
legislature,  at  first  for  five  years  ;  after  that  term,  during  good  behavior. 
There  are  also  courts  of  probate,  held  by  a  judge  of  probate,  one  being 
appointed  for  each  county  in  the  state. 

The  right  of  suffrage  may  be  exercised  by  every  free  white  male,  aged 
Iwenty-one  years,  or  upward,  who  has  resided  in  Florida  for  two  years,, 
and  in  the  county  for  six  months,  and  who  shall  be  enrolled  in  the  militia, 
or  by  law  exempted  from  serving  therein.  The  general  assembly  shall 
provide  for  the  registration  of  all  qualified  voters. 
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No  laws  shall  be  passed  to  emancipate  slaves,  or  to  prohibit  the  immi- 
gration of  persons  bringing  slaves  with  them.  The  general  assembly 
may  prevent  free  colored  persons  from  entering  the  state. 

No  act  of  incorporation  shall  be  passed  or  altered,  except  by  the  assent 
of  two  thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  legislature.  No  bank  charter  shall 
be  granted  for  more  than  twenty  years,  nor  shall  it  ever  be  extended  or 
renewed.  The  capital  of  a  bank  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  nor  shall  a  dividend  be  made,  exceeding  ten  per  cent,  a  year. 
Stockholders  shall  be  individually  liable  for  the  debts  of  the  bank,  and  no 
notes  shall  be  issued  for  less  than  five  dollars.  The  credit  of  the  state 
shall  not  be  pledged  in  aid  of  any  corporation  whatsoever. 

For  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  two  thirds  of  both  houses  of  the 
general  assembly  must  assent ;  the  proposed  alteration  must  then  be  pub- 
lished six  months  before  the  succeeding  election,  and  then  be  again  ap- 
proved by  a  two-third  vote  in  the  succeeding  assembly. 

ALABAMA. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  two  branches,  a  senate  and  house  of 
representatives,  which  together  are  styled,  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Alabama, 

The  representatives  are  elected  annually,  and  are  apportioned  among 
the  different  counties  in  proportion  to  the  white  population ;  the  whole 
number  can  not  exceed  one  hundred,  nor  fall  short  of  sixty.  The  present 
number  is  one  hundred.  The  senators  are  elected  for  three  years,  and 
one  third  of  them  are  chosen  every  year.  Their  number  can  not  be  more 
than  one  third,  nor  less  than  one  fourth  of  the  number  of  representatives. 
There  are  thirty-three  at  present. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  who  is  elected  by  the 
people  for  two  years ;  and  is  eligible  four  years  out  of  six. 

The  representatives  and  one  third  of  tbe  senators  are  elected  annually 
on  the  first  Monday  in  August,  and  the  day  following ;  and  the  gqremoa 
is  elected  biennially  at  the  same  time. 

The  general  assembly  meets  annually,  formerly  at  Tuscaloosa^  in  future 
at  Montgomery^  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  October. 

The  right  of  suffrage  is  possessed  by  every  white  male  citizen  of  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  who  has  resided  within  the  state  one  year  preceding  an 
election,  and  the  last  three  months  within  the  county,  city,  or  town,  in 
which  he  offers  his  vote. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court  (consisting  of  three  jus- 
'tices),  which  has  appellate  jurisdiction  only ;  in  a  court  of  qhs^ncery,  consist- 
ing of  three  chancellors,  the  state  being  divided  into  three  chancery  dis- 
'tricts  ;  in  circuit  courts,  each  held  by  one  judge,  the  state  being  divided 
into  eight  circuits,  and  such  inferior  courts  as  the  legislature  may  es- 
tablish. The  judges  of  the  supreme  and  circuit  courts,  and  the  chancel- 
lors, are  elected  by  a  joint  vote  of  the  two  houses  of  the  general  assembly, 
•for  six  years. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  original  constitution  of  this  state  was  formed  at  the  town  of  Wash- 
ington, near  Natchez,  in  August,  1817;  and  the  present  revised  constitu- 
tion was  formed  by  a  convention,  at  Jackson,  in  October,  1832. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives, together  styled  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,     The  senators  an 
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chosen  for  four  years,  by  the  people,  by  districts,  one  half  being  elected 
biennially  ;  and  their  number  can  not  be  less  than  one  fourth,  nor  more 
than  one  third  of  the  whole  number  of  representatives. 

The  representatives  are  chosen  by  the  people,  by  counties,  every  two 
years,  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  the  day  following ;  their 
number  not  to  be  less  than  thirty-six  nor  more  than  one  hundred,  which 
last  is  the  present  number  fixed.  The  legislature  meets  at  Jackson,  on 
the  first  Monday  in  January,  biennially. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  who  is  chosen  by  the 
people,  qualified  as  electors,  for  two  years,  and  can  not  hold  the  office 
more  than  four  years,  in  any  term  of  six  years.  The  secretary  of  state, 
treasurer,  and  auditor  of  public  accounts,  are  all  chosen  by  the  people,  for 
two  years. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  high  court  of  errors  and  appeals,  held 
at  least  twice  a  year,  consisting  of  three  judges,  chosen  by  the  people  for 
six  years,  one  being  elected  in  each  of  the  three  districts  into  which  the 
state  is  divided,  and  one  of  the  three  judges  being  chosen  biennially  ;  in 
a  circuit  court,  held  in  each  county  at  least  twice  in  each  year,  the  judges 
being  chosen  by  the  people  of  each  judicial  district,  and  holding  their 
office  four  years  ;  in  a  superior  court  of  chancery,  the  chancellor  beinf 
chosen  by  the  people  of  the  whole  state  for  six  years ;  in  a  court  of  pro- 
bate, the  judge  being  elected  by  the  people  of  each  county  for  two  years ; 
justices  of  the  peace  and  constables  are  also  elected  for  two  years. 

Every  fr^de  white  male  person,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or  up- 
ward, who  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  have  resided 
in  the  state  one  year  next  preceding  an  election,  and  the  last  four  months 
within  the  county,  city,  or  town,  in  which  he  offers  to  vote,  is  a  qualified 
elector.     The  mode  of  election  is  by  ballot. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  original  constitution  of  this  state  was  formed  in  181*2,  and  a 
revised  constitution  was  formed  by  a  convention  of  delegates  in  May, 
1845,  and  accepted  by  the  people  in  November,  1845.  Some  of  the  pro- 
visions'of  this  constitution  proving  unsatisfactory,  the  legislature  of  1852 
called  another  state  convention ;  which  body,  on  the  31st  July,  1852, 
adopted*  a  third  constitution,  which  was  approved  by  the  votes  of  th« 
people  in  November,  1852,  and  is  now  in  operation. 

The  legislature,  styled  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  afLotdsiana^ 
consists  of  a  senate  and  house  of  representatives. 

The  senators  are  thirty-two  in  number,  and  chosen  by  the  people,  by 
districts,  for  the  term  of  four  years,  so  classified  that  one  half  go  out  of 
ofiice  every  two  years. 

The  representatives,  not  less  than  seventy  nor  more  than  one  hundred, 
are  chosen  by  the  people,  by  parishes,  for  a  term  of  two  years.  Mem- 
bers may  address  either  house  in  the  English  or  French  language. 

The  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  chosen  by  a  plurality  of  electors, 
hold  office  for  four  years.  The  governor  is  ineligible  for  the  next  four 
years.  The  lieutenant- governor  is  president  of  the  senate,  and  acts  as 
governor  during  the  inability  or  disability  of  tLat  officer.  The  governor 
may  veto  a  bill,  but  two  thirds  of  such  houses  may  pass  it  in  spite  of 
such  veto. 

The  state  elections  are  held  biennially  in  November,  and  tha^sessioius 
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of  the  legiBlainre  are  held  annnallj,  at  Baton  Ronjye,  commencing^  on  the  thud 
Monday  in  January,  and  the  period  of  the  seaeion  is  limited  to  sixty  daya. 

The  secretary  of  state  and  state  treasurer  are  elected  by  tiie  people,  the  former  for 
fonr,  and  the  latter  for  two  years. 

The  supreme  courts  which  sits  in  New  Orleans,  consists  of  a  chief-justice  and  foar 
associate  justices,  elected  by  the  people  for  ten  years — the  chief-justice  by  the  whole 
state,  and  the  associates  in  judicial  districts.  The  judges  are  so  classified  that  the 
term  of  one  expires  eyery  two  years.  Inferior  courts  may  be  created  by  the  legisla- 
ture. The  interior  judges,  attorney-general,  district-attorneys,  sheriflSs,  and  other 
judicial  officers,  are  chosen  by  the  people. 

The  state  is  prohibited  from  subscribing  to  the  stock  of  any  bank,  or  loaning  its 
money  or  credit  thereto.  Banking  corporations  may  be  created  by  special  acts  or 
general  laws. 

The  right  of  suffrage  extends  to  all  free  white  males,  citizens  of  the  United  States 
who  haye  resided  one  year  in  the  state  next  preceding  the  election,  and  six  months  in 
the  parish  where  he  oners  to  yote. 

No  person  who  fights  a  duel,  acts  as  second,  or  sends  or  accepts  a  challenge,  can 
hold  an  office  or  enjoy  the  right  of  suffrage.     Bribery  disqualifies  from  holding  office. 

There  shall  be  a  board  of  public  works^  elected  by  the  people,  to  superintend 
internal  improyementa;  also  a  superintendent  of  public  education. 

ARKANSAS. 

'  The  constitution  of  this  state  was  formed  by  a  convention  of  delegates, 
at  Little  Rock,  in  January,  1836. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  general  assembly,  consisting  of  a 
senate  and  house  of  representatives. 

The  senators  are  elected  by  the  people,  by  districts,  for  a  term  of  four 
years ;  the  representatives  by  counties,  for  two  years.  The  senate  con- 
sists of  not  less  than  seventeen  nor  more  than  thirty-three  members ;  the 
house  of  representatives  of  not  less  than  fifty-four,  nor  more  than  one 
hundred  members. 

The  general  elections  are  holden  every  two  years,  on  the  first  Monday 
in  October,  and  the  general  assembly  meets  biennially,  at  Little  Rock,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  November.  All  general  electicgis  are  to  be  viva  voce^ 
until  otherwise  directed  by  law. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  elected  by  the  people 
once  in  four  years ;  but  he  is  not  eligible  for  more  than  eight  years  in  any 
term  of  twelve  years. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court  of  three  justices,  hav- 
ing appellate  jurisdiction  only,  except  in  particular  cases  pointed  out  by 
the  constitution ;  in  circuit  courts,  of  which  there  are  seven  in  the  state, 
each  held  by  one  judge ;  in  county  courts  and  justices  of  the  peace. 

The  judges  of  the  supreme  and  circuit  courts  are  chosen  by  the  gene- 
ral assembly,  the  former  for  a  term  of  eight  years,  the  latter  for  four  years. 
Justices  of  the  peace  are  elected  by  the  people  for  a  term  of  two  years. 
Judges  of  the  county  courts  are  chosen  by  the  justices  of  the  peace. 

£very  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  has  been  a  citizen 
of  the  state  of  Arkansas  for  six  months,  is  deemed  a  qualified  elector, 
and  entitled  to  vote  at  elections.  Provided  that  soldiers  and  seamen  of 
the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States  are  not  so  entitled. 

TENNESSEE. 

In  1796,  the  people  of  Tennessee,  by  a  convention  at  Knoxville,  formed 
a  constitution ;  and  Tennessee  was,  the  same  year,  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  an  independent  state.  On  the  third  Monday  in  May,  1834,  a 
convention  met  at  Nashville,  for  the  pupose  of  revising  and  amending  the 
constitution ;  and  the  constitution,  as  amended  bv  the  convention,  was  tat* 
ified  by  the  people  in  March,  1835.  -  o^ 


SYNOPSIS   OF   THE   STATE    CONSTITUTIONS.  l^/O 

The  legislative  authority  is  vested  in  a  general  assembly,  consisting  of 
a  senate  and  house  of  representatives. 

The  number  of  representatives  is  apportioned  among  the  several 
counties,  according  to  the  number  of  qualified  voters,  and  can  not  exceed 
seventy-five  (the  present  number),  until  the  population  shall  be  a  million 
and  a  half,  and  can  never  afterward  exceed  ninety-nine. 

The  number  of  senators  is  apportioned  among  the  several  qpun- 
ties  according  to  the  number  of  voters,  and  can  not  exceed  one  third  of 
the  number  of  representatives.     The  present  number  is  twenty-five. 

The  time  for  the  election  of  the  governor,  senators,  and  representatives, 
is  on  the  first  Thursday  in  August,  once  in  two  years,  and  the  time  of  the 
meeting  of  the  general  assembly  is  on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  next 
ensuing  the  election,  at  Nashville. 

The  supreme  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  who  is  chosen 
by  the  people  for  two  years,  and  is  not  eligible  more  than  six  years  in  any 
teiwi  of  eight. 

Every  free  white  man  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  being  a  citizen 
bf  the  United  States,  and  a  citizen  of  the  county  wherein  he  may  offer 
his  vote,  six  months  next  preceding  the  day  of  election,  is  entitled  to  vote 
for  civil  officers. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  one  supreme  court,  and  such  inferior 
courts  as  the  legislature  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish,  and 
in  the  judges  thereof,  and  in  justices  of  the  peace. 

The  supreme  court  is  composed  of  three  judges,  one  of  whom  must  re- 
side in  each  of  the  three  grand  divisions  of  the  state.  The  judges  are 
elected  by  a  joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  general  assembly,  those  of 
the  supreme  court  for  the  term  of  twelve  years,  and  those  of  the  inferior 
courts  for  eight  years.  Attorneys  for  the  state  are  elected  in  the  same 
manner,  for  six  years. 

Ministers  of  Uie  gospel  are  not  eligible  to  a  seat  in  either  house  of  the 
legislature.  No  person  who  denies  the  being  of  a  God,  or  a  future  state 
of  rewards  and  punishments,  can  hold  any  civil  office.  Lotteries  are  pro- 
hibited ;  and  persons  who  may  be  concerned  in  duels  are  disqualified  for 
holding  ofiice  in  the  state. 

KENTUCKY. 

On  the  separation  of  Kentucky  from  Virginia  in  1790,  a  constitution 
was  adopted  which  continued  in  force  until  1799,  when  a  second  one  was 
formed.  The  present  constitution  being  the  third,  was  adopted  by  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  at  Frankfort,  June  11,  1850,  and  was  ratified  by  the 
people  in  August,  1850. 

The  legisijative  power  is  vested  in  a  senate  and  house  of  representatives, 
which  together  are  styled  the  general  assembly. 

The  senators  are  thirty-eight  in  number,  chosen  by  the  people  from 
single  districts  for  a  term  of  four  years.  Representatives,  one  hundred  in 
number,  are  chosen  by  the  people,  for  a  term  of  two  years. 

A  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  are  elected  by  the  people  for  a  term 
of  four  years.  The  governor  is  ineligible  for  the  four  years  succeeding 
the  expiration  of  his  term.  The  lieutenant-governor  is  president  of  the 
senate,  and  on  him  the  duties  of  governor  devolve  in  case  the  office  of 
the  latter  becomes  vacant. 

The  general  election  takes  place  on  the  first  Monday  in  August  bienni- 
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tlly,  and  the  legiilitare  meeti  od  the  firat  Monday  in  Norember,  biennially,  at  Frankfint.  Tte 
state  officers^vis.  the  treainrer,  aaditor  of  pablic  accooDta,  register  of  the  land  office,  and 
attorney-penernl«  are  elected  by  the  |>eople  for  a  term  of  foar  yean. 

The 'judicial  power  !■  vested  io  acoart  of  appeals,  circaii,  and  coonty  coorta ;  the  jndgea 
of  each  elected  by  the  people.  The  jadges  of  the  court  of  appeals  are  foar  in  nomber,  choaen 
in  districts,  for  eit^ht  years ;  there  are  twelve  jadges  of  the  circuit  courts,  one  being  chosen  in 
each  of  the  judicial  districts  of  the  state,  ibr  a  term  of  six  yeara ;  the  coonty  coarts  consiat  of 
a  presiding  judRe  and  two  associates  in  each  coonty,  choaen  ibr  a  term  of  ibor  yeara  All 
coonty  ofiicers  are  elected  by  the  people. 

Every  free  white  male  citizen  twenty-one  years  of  age  or  over,  resident  in  the  state  two 
years,  and  in  the  coonty  wher?  he  offers  to  vote  one  year,  next  preceding  the  election,  may 
rote  at  such  election.    Elections  by  the  people  are  vire  roof,  and  not  by  ballot. 

The  govertx)r  may  return  a  bill  passed  by  the  legislatore,  bat  a  majorit^r  of  the  memben 
elected  tn  each  house  may  pass  the  bill  aiWrward  ana  it  tlien  becomes  a  law,  Dotwithatandiag 
hii  objoctiona. 

OHIO. 

The  original  constitution  of  Ohio  was  formed  at  Chipioothe  in  1802,  and  condnoed  in  opm*- 
atiou  until  1851,  wlieu  a  new  constitution  was  framed  at  Columbn«,  by  a  convention  of  dde- 
gates.  March  10th,  and  adopted  by  the  i)eoplc,  June  17,  1651. 

By  this,  constitution,  the  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  general  aasemUy,  oonoetiog  of  a 
•enate  end  house  of  representatives.  The  senators  and  reprewntalivcs  are  elected  bienoiaUy 
by  the  electors  in  the  respective  oountics  or  districts,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  October;  thX- 
term  of  oflSce  commences  on  the  first  day  of  January  thereafter,  and  continoea  two  yeaj«. 
All  regular  sessions  of  the  general  assembly  commence  on  the  iirst  Monday  of  January,  bien- 
nially, at  Colutftf'Un,  whirh  is  to  continue  to  be  the  seat  of  goveniment  until  changed  by  law. 

The  senate  consists  of  3.5  members,  chosen  by  single  districts,  except  the  first  comprinng  tbo 
connty  of  Hamilton,  which  is  entitled  to  three  senators.  The  whole  number  of  repreaeota- 
lives  is  fixed  at  100,  who  are  apportioned  among  the  several  counties  by  a  plan  laid  down  in 
the  constitution,  on  the  basis  or  population,  according  to  the  federal  census,  or  such  other  mode 
as  the  general  aswrmbly  may  direct,  once  in  every  ten  yeara  which  is  to  cootinoe  for  the  tea 
years  next  succeeding  such  apportionment. 

The  executive  department  consists  of  a  governor,  lieutenant-governor  (who  is  president  of 
the  senate),  secretary  of  stale,  auditor,  treasurer,  and  an  attorney- general,  who  are  chosen  by 
the  people  at  the  biennial  election,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  October.  These  officers  hold 
there  offices  tor  two  years,  except  the  auditor  whose  term  is  four  years.  The  respective  terms 
commence  on  the  second  Monday  in  January'.  The  board  of  public  works,  consisting  of  three 
members,  is  elected  by  the  people,  one  annually  for  the  term  of  throe  yeara. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court,  in  district  courts,  courts  of  common  pleaa, 
courts  of  probate,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  in  such  other  courts,  inferior  to  the  supreme  cooit, 
aa  the  general  assembly  may  establish ;  the  five  sopreme  coart  judges  hold  their  office  five 
years,  the  term  of  one  of  the  judges  expiring  annually.  There  are  nine  judges  of  the  common 
pleas,  elected  by  district  fur  five  years.  A  judge  of  probate  court  is  elected  io  each  county  for 
three  years  ;  a  competent  number  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  each  township  are  elected  for  die 
aame  term.    All  these  elections  ore  by  the  people. 

The  elective  franchise  is  enjoyed  by  every  white  male  citixen  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
age  of  21  years,  who  slialf  have  been  a  resident  of  the  state  one  year  next  preceding  the  elec- 
tion, and  of  the  county,  township,  or  ward  io  which  he  resides  such  time  aa  may  be  provided 
by  law.  All  elections  are  by  ballot.  No  person  in  the  military,  marine,  or  naval  service  of 
the  United  States,  shall  by  being  stationed  within  the  state,  be  considered  a  resident 

No  new  debts  may  be  contracted  by  the  state,  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  750,000  dollars. 
The  credit  of  the  state  shnll  not  be  given  or  loaned  to  any  individual  association  or  corporation 
whatever,  nor  shall  the  state  hereafter,  become  a  joint  owner  or  stockholder  in  any  company  or 
association.  The  general  assembly  shall  never  authorize  any  coonty,  city,  town,  or  township,  by 
vote  of  it.s  citizens,  or  otherwise,  to  become  a  stocklwlder  in  any  joint-stock  company,  corpora* 
tion,  or  association  whatever;  or  to  raise  money  for,  or  loaln  ita  credit  to»  or  in  aid  of,  any  soch 
company,  corporation,  or  association.  The  state  shall  never  contract  any  debt  for  purposes  of 
internal  improvement.     The  general  assembly  shall  pass  no  special  act  conferring  corporate 

gDwera ;  corporations  may  be  formed  under  general  laws,  subject  to  alteration  or  repeal. 
Cockholders  in  corporations  are  individually  liable  for  all  dues  therefrom  over  and  above  their 
stock  to  a  farther  sum  equal  in  amount  to  such  stock.  No  act  authorizing  associations  with 
banking  powers  shall  take  effect  until  it  shall  be  submitted  to,  and  approved  by,  the  people  at 
a  general  election.  Lotteries  and  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets  are  forever  prohibited.  No  Ucenae 
to  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  shall  hereafter  be  granted  in  the  state. 

INDIANA. 

The  original  constitution  of  Indiana  was  framenl  June  29,  1816.  The 
present  constitution  was  adopted  by  a  state  convention  at  Indianapolis,  in 
February,  1851,  and  accepted  by  the  people  the  4th  of  August  following. 

The  legislative  authority  is  vested  in  a  general  assembly,  consisting  of 
a  senate  and  house  of  representatives.     The  senate  is  not  to  exceed  fifty 
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members,  elected  for  a  term  of  four  years.  The  representatives,  not  to 
exceed  one  hundred  in  number,  are  chosen  for  two  years.  Both  senators 
and  representatives  are  elected  by  the  people  of  their  respective  counties 
or  districts,  into  which  the  state  may  from  time  to  time  be  divided. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  who  is  elected  by  the 
people  for  a  term  of  four  years,  but  is  not  eligible  more  than  four  years  in 
any  period  of  eight  years.  A  lieutenant-governor  is  also  chosen  in  the 
same  manner,  and  for  the  same  term  :  he  is  president  of  the  senate,  and 
succeeds  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  governor,  in  case  of  the  death, 
resignation,  removal  from  oflice,  or  inability,  of  the  governor. 

The  elections  are  held  once  in  two  years,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
October.  All  elections  by  the  people  are  by  bailor,  and  decided  by  a 
plurality  of  votes ;  all  elections  by  the  general  assembly  are  viva  voce. 

The  general  assembly  meels  biennially  at  the  capital  of  the  state,  In- 
dianapolis, on  the  first  Monday  of  January.  The  Governor  may  call 
special  sessions,  when  in  his  opinion  the  public  welfare  requires  it. 

The  right  of  suffrage  extends  to  every  while  male  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  the  age  of  21  years  and  upward,  who  shall  have  resided  in 
the  state  during  the  six  months  immediately  preceding  an  election.  Two 
thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  each  house  constitute  a  quorum. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court  pf  not  less  than  three, 
nor  more  than  five  judges,  elected  by  the  people  at  large,  fc»r  a  term  of 
six  years,  in  circuit  courts,  the  judges  of  which  (one  in  each)  are  elected 
by  the  people  in  each  judicial  circuit,  for  a  term  of  six  years  ;  and  in  such 
inferior  courts  as  the  general  assembly  may  establish. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  original  constitation  of  Illinois  was  framed  in  August,  1818. 
The  present  constitution  was  adopted  by  a  state  convention  in  August, 
1847,  and  accepted  by  the  people  in  March,  1848. 

The  legislative  authority  is  vested  in  a  general  assembly,  consisting  of 
a  senate,  the  members  of  which,  twenty-five  in  number,  are  elected  for 
four  years,  one  half  every  two  years  ;  and  of  a  house  of  representatives, 
seventy-five  in  number,  elected  for  two  years.  These  numbers  to  be  in- 
creased after  the  population  of  the  state  shall  be  one  million,  but  the  num- 
ber of  representatives  shall  never  exceed  one  hundred.  Senators  must  be 
thirty  years  of  age,  and  five  years  inhabitants  of  the  state.  Representa- 
tives must  be  twenty-five  years  of  age,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
three  years  inhabitants  of  the  state. 

The  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  chosen  by  a  plurality  of  votes, 
once  in  four  years,  on  the  Tuesday  afler  the  first  Monday  in  November, 
shall  be  thirty-five  years  of  age,  citizen  of  the  United  States  for  fourteen 
years,  and  residents  of  the  state  for  ten  years.  The  governor  is  not  eligi- 
ble for  two  consecutive  terms.  A  majority  of  members  elected  to  both 
houses  may  defeat  the  governor's  veto.  A  majority  of  the  members- 
elected  to  each  house,  is  required  for  the  passage  of  any  law. 

The  general  assembly  meets  biennially  at  Springfield^  on  the  first  Mon-- 
day  in  January  ;  and  the  governor  is  authorized  to  convene  it  on  extraor^ 
dinary  occasions  at  other  times. 

All  white  male  citizens,  twenty-one  years  old,  jesident  in  the  state  for* 
one  year,  may  vote  at  elections. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court  of  three  judges,  elected 
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by  the  people,  for  a  term  of  nine  years  at  the  first  election,  and  afterwaid 
for  three  years  ;  also  in  circuit  courts  of  one  judge  each,  elected  by  the 
people  in  nine  judicial  circuits  into  which  the  state  is  divided  ;  and  county 
courts  of  one  judge  each  elected  by  the  people  for  four  years. 

No  state-hank  can  be  created  or  revived  Acts  creating  banks  must  be 
submitted  to  the  people,  ^ockholders  are  individually  liable  to  the 
amount  of  their  shares.  Slavery  and  lotteries  are  prohibited.  The  credit 
of  the  state  can  not  be  lent.  Corporations,  not  for  banking  purposes,  may 
be  established  under  general  laws. 

MICHIGAN. 

The  original  coiwiitation  of  Michi^nn  wat  framed  at  Detroit,  in  May,  1835.  The  present 
oonitiiiitiod  waa  adopted  by  a  conyention  at  Laoaiiig,  Augaat  15, 1650,  and  ratified  by  the  peo- 
ple io  November,  lt*50. 

The  legifllntive  power  ia  vested  in  a  aenate  and  houae  of  repreaentativca,  called  the  legiala* 
tnre :  and  the  ntyle  df  the  laws  is.  "  The  people  of  the  atate  of  Michigan  enact."  The  aenate 
oonaiata  of  thirty-two  membera ;  tlie  hoaae  of  repreaeDlacivea  of  not  leaa  than  aixty-foar,  nor 
more  than  one  hundred  membera.  The  aeoatora  and  repreacntativea  are  elected  by  the  people^ 
for  two  yeans  and  by  aitigle  diatricta. 

The  executive  power  ia  vested  in  a  governor,  elected  by  the  people  for  a  term  of  two  yean ; 
a  lieutenanl'governor  ia  cl)osen  by  the  people  for  the  aame  term,  and  both  are  elected  at  the 
timea  and  place.H  for  chooaing  membera  of  the  legialalare.  The  lieatenantgovemor  ia  preai- 
dent  of  the  aenate,  and  aaccceda  to  the  powera  and  datiea  of  the  office  of  governor,  in  caae  erf* 
hia  impeachment,  removal  from  office,  death,  inability,  reaignatioo,  or  abaence  from  the  8tat&. 

The  general  election  ia  held  on  the  Tueaday  eacceeding  the  firat  Monday  in  November, 
1852,  and  on  the  »ame  day  in  every  aecond  year  thereafter.  The  legielatare  meeta  at  L/tnting^ 
which  ia  eatabliahed  aa  the  aeat  of  government,  on  the  tirat  Wedneaday  m  Febmaiy,  1852,  and 
on  the  first  Wedneaday  in  January  of  every  aecond  year  thereafter. 

A  majority  of  each  branch  of  the  Icpialaiure  constitutea  a  quorum.  Two  thirda  of  the  mem- 
bera elected  to  each  honae  are  required  to  pass  a  bill  or  concurrent  resolution,  if  vetoed  by  the 
governor.  All  electiona  by  the  legialatare  are  viva  voce.  £lectioDa  by  the  people  are  by  bal- 
lot, except  for  tnwnahip  officera,  and  are  decided  by  a  plurality  of  votea. 

The  right  of  auflrage  ia  held  by  every  white  male  citizen  above  the  age  of  twenty  one  yean ; 
every  white  male  ciiizen  residing  in  the  atnte  on  the  24ih  of  June,  1835 ;  every  white  male  in- 
habitant retdding  in  tlie  atate  on  the  lat  of  January,  1850,  who  haa  declared  hia  intention  to  be- 
come a  citizen  of  the  United  Statca  eix  montha  pr(>cedin?  an  election,  or  who  baa  reaided  in 
tfic  atate  two  years  and  aix  month's  and  declared  hia  intention  as  aforeaaid,  and  cvcr^*  civilized 
male  inhabitant  of  Indian  deacent,  a  native  of  the  United  Statea,  and  not  a  member  of  an^ 
tribe  ;  but  no  ciiizen  or  inhabitant  ahall  be  entitled  to  vote  nt  any  election  uolen  be  baa  reai- 
ded in  the  atate  three  montha,  and  in  tlie  township  or  ward  in  which  he  oifera  to  vote  ten  days 
next  preceding  auch  election. 

At  each  biennifil  election,  a  aecretary  of  atate,  aoperintendent  of  pnbfic  instruction,  treaanrer, 
commiaaioner  of  the  land  office,  an  auditor  general,  and  an  attorney -general,  are  choaen  by  the 
people  at  large,  for  the  term  of  two  years.     County  officera  are  also  choaen  every  two  years. 

The  judicial  power  ia  vested  in  a  aunreme  court,  circuit  courts,  probate  ooorta.  and  in  justices 
of  the  peace.  MuniiMpal  courts  may  be  establislied  by  the  legislature,  in  cities.  The  judge* 
of  the  several  circuit  courts  are  to  be  judges  of  the  supreme  court  for  the  term  of  aix  yean,  and 
thereafter,  until  the  legialaturc  otherwise  provide.  Four  of  them  conatitute  a  quorum.  After 
MX  yeara,  the  leeislature  may  provide  by  law  for  the  organization  of  a  supreme  court,  to  con- 
sist of  one  cliiof  justice  and  three  associate-justices,  to  be  chosen  by  the  electon  of  the  state. 
Their  t^^rm  of  office  Fhnll  be  eiuht  years.  The  judges  are  lo  be  so  classified  that  but  one  of 
them  shall  go  out  of  office  at  tlie  same  time. 

The  circuit  judges  are  to  be  eight  in  number,  each  chosen  in  a  judicial  circoit,  for  the  term 
of  six  years.  The  legislature  may  alter  the  limits  or  increase  the  number  of  the  circuits.  The 
judge's  of  the  courts  of  probate  ore  chosen  by  the  people  in  the  respective  countiea,  one  in  each 
county,  for  a  term  of  four  yeara.  Four  justices  of  the  peace  are  elected  by  the  people,  daasi* 
£ed.  and  one  cliosen  annually  in  each  organized  townahip.  for  a  term  of  four  yeara. 

i^lavcry,  and  imprisonment  for  debf,  are  prohibited.  The  peraonal  property  of  dcbtora,  under 
4lve  hundred  dollars,  and  every  homestead  not  exceeding  forty  acres  of  land,  and  occnpied 
dwelling,  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  are  exempt  from  sale  on  execution  or  any  ochtt 
tfioal  process  from  a  court,  for  any  debt  contracted  after  the  adoption  of  this  oonstitation. 

MIS60UEL 

The  constitution  of  this  state  was  formed  by  a  convention  at  St.  Louis, 
5n  June,  1820.  In  January,  154G,  a  new  constitution  was  fornned  by  a 
state  convention  at  JeflTcrson  ;  which  was  submitted  to  the  people  on  the 
first  Monday  of  August  in  the  latter  year,  and  rejected.     The  constitution 
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adopted  in  1820,  is  therefore,  still  in  force,  and  the  outlines  thereof  are  as 
follows : — 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  senate  and  house  of  representa 
tives,  styled  together  the  General  Assembly,  The  senators,  in  num- 
ber not  fewer  than  fourteen,  nor  more  than  thirty-three,  shall  be  thirty  years 
old,  have  the  qualification  of  representatives,  be  inhabitants  of  the  state 
for  four  years,  and  shall  be  chosen  by  districts,  for  four  years,  one  half 
every  second  year.  The  representatives,  in  number  not  more  than  one 
hundred,  shall  be  chosen  in  counties  every  second  year ;  they  must  be 
free  white  male  citizens  of  the  United  States,  twenty-four  years  old,  in- 
habitants of  the  state  for  two  years  and  of  the  county  for  one  year  next 
before  the  election.  Every  free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
twenty-one  years  old,  resident  in  the  state  one  year  before  the  election,  and 
three  months  in  the  place  where  he  offers  his  vote,  may  vQte  at  elections. 

The  elections  are  held  biennially,  on  the  first  Monday  in  August.  The 
legislature  meets  every  second  year,  on  die  first  Monday  in  November,  at 
the  city  of  Jefferson. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  who  is  elected  by  the 
people,  once  in  four  years,  and  is  ineligible  for  the  next  four  years.  A 
lieutenant-governor  is  also  chosen,  for  the  same  term,  who  is,  ex  ojfficiOf 
president  of  the  senate.  The  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  must  be 
thirty-five  years  old,  natives  of  the  United  States,  or  citizens  thereof  at  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution.  The  governor  may  veto  a  bill,  but  a  majority 
of  both  houses  may  pass  it,  notwithstanding  his  veto.  If  the  office  of 
governor  be  vacant,  it  shall  be  filled  by  the  lieutenant-governor,  and  after 
him  by  the  president  of  the  senate' j^ro  tern. 

The  supreme  court  consists  of  three  judges,  elected  by  the  people  of 
the  state,  and  has  appellate  jurisdiction  only.  Circuit  courts  have  ex- 
clusive criminal  jurisdiction,  unless  deprived  of  it  by  law,  and  hear  all 
civil  cases  not  cognizable  by  a  justice  of  the  peace.  The  equity  jurisdic- 
tion is  divided  between  the  circuit  and  supreme  courts.  Judges  of  the  su- 
preme court  must  be  thirty  years  old',  may  hold  office  until  sixty-five,  and  may 
be  removed  upon  address  of  two  thirds  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature. 

One  bank,  and  no  more,  may  be  established,  with  not  more  than  five 
branches,  and  a  total  capital  of  not  more  than  five  millions  of  dollars,  one 
half,  at  least,  reserved  to  the  state. 

The  general  assembly,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  members,  may 
propose  amendments  to  the  constitution,  and  if,  at  the  first  session  there- 
after, they  are  confirmed  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  members,  they  be- 
come part  of  the  constitution. 

IOWA. 

The  constitution  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  was  adopted  by  a  state  conven- 
tion at  Iowa  city,  on  the  18th  of  May,  1846,  and  accepted  by  the  people 
in  August  of  the  same  year. 

The  general  assembly  consists  of  a  senate  and  house  of  representatives, 
the  sessions  of  which,  held  at  Iowa  city,  are  biennial,  commencing  on  the 
first  Monday  in  December  after  their  election,  which  takes  place  on  the 
first  Monday  of  August,  biennially.  Senators,  not  less  than  one  third,  nor 
more  than  one  half  as  numerous  as  the  representatives,  must  be  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  chosen  for  four  years,  one  half  biennially.  Representatives 
shall  be  chosen  for  two  years  ;  they  must  be  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
have  resided  in  the  state  one  year  at  least,  and  in  their  district  thirty  days 
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previous  to  the  election.  The  representatives  shall  not  be  less  than  twen- 
ty-six, nor  more  than  thirty-nine,  |ill  the  white  population  amounts  to  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  ;  afterward  they  shall  not  be  less  thaa 
thirty-nine,  nor  more  than  seventy-two. 

Every  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  twenty-one  years  old, 
idiots,  insane,  or  infamous  persons  excepted,  having  resided  in  the  state 
six  months,  and  in  the  county  where  he  claims  to  vote  twenty  days,  has  the 
right  of  suffrage. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  ^ hosen  by  a  plurality  of 
votes  for  a  term  of  four  years ;  he  must  be  thirty  years  old,  and  have  re- 
sided in  die  state  for  two  years.  If  the  governor,  for  any  cause,  be  dia- 
abled,  the  secretary  of  the  state,  and  after  him  the  president  of  the  sen- 
ate, and  after  him  the  speaker  of  the  house,  acts  as  governor. 

The  judicial  authority  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court,  consisting  of  a  chief 
justice  and  two  associates,  elected  by  the  general  assembly  for  six  years ; 
in  district  courts,  the  judges  of  which  are  elected  by  the  people  in  their 
respective  districts,  each  for  five  years  ;  and  in  justices  of  the  peace. 

No  state  debts  can  be  created  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
except  in  case  of  war  or  insurrection,  unless  authorized  by  a 'special  law 
approved  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  people.  No  corporation  with 
banking  privileges  shall  be  created,  and  private  banking  shall  be  prohibit- 
ed by  law.  Other  corporations  may  be  organized  under  general  laws, 
with  certain  restrictions.  The  state  shall  never  become  a  stockholder  in 
any  corporation.  A,  superintendent  of  public  instruction  is  chosen  by  the 
people  once  in  three  years ;  also  a  secretary  of  slate,  an  auditor,  and  a 
treasurer,  once  in  two  years. 

Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  unless  for  the  punishment  of 
crimes,  shall  ever  be  tolerated  in  this  state.  To  amend  the  constitution, 
the  general  assembly  must  submit  the  question  of  a  convention  to  the  peo- 
ple at  the  next  general  election ;  and  if  a  majority  are  in  favor  thereof, 
the  assembly  shall  provide  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  a  convention  to 
be  held  in  six  months  after  the  vote  of  the  people  in  favor  thereof. 

WISCONSIN. 

The  constitution  was  adopted  by  a  state  convention  at  Madison  city, 
February  1,  1848.  The  legislature  consists  of  a  senate  and  assembly, 
and  meets  annually  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  at  Madison. 

The  senators,  in  number  not  more  than  one  third,  nor  fewer  than  one 
fourth,  of  the  assembly,  are  chosen  by  the  people,  in  districts  for  two 
years,  one  half  each  year.  Members  of  the  assembly,  m  number  not 
fewer  than  fifty-four,  nor  more  than  one  hundred,  must  be  qualified  elec- 
tors in  their  districts,  resident  one  year  in  the  state,  and  chosen  annually 
on  the  Tuesday  succeeding  the  first  Monday  of  November. 

All  males  twenty-one  years  old,  residents  of  the  state  for  one  year  next 
before  the  election,  who  are  white  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  white 
foreigners  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens,  or  per- 
sons of  Indian  blood,  once  declared  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to 
be  citizens,  or  civilized  persons  of  Indian  descent,  not  members  of  a  tribe, 
may  vole  at  elections. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  who  is  chosen  by  the 
people,  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  for  a  term  of  two  years.  In  default  of  the 
governor,  his  duties  aro  discharged  by  a  lii^iii  "^Aant-govemor,  who  is  cho 
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•en  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  for  the  same  term  and  with  the  same  qualifica 
tions  as  the  governor,  and  is  president  of  the  senate,  with  a  casting  vote. 
The  governor's  veto  may  be  overruled  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present  in  each  house. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court,  in  circuit  courts, 
judges  of  probate,  and  justices  of  the  peace,  all  elected  by  the  people. 
Judges  of  the  circuit  courts  are  chosen  at  a  separate  election  by  the  people, 
by  circuits,  for  six  years.  The  same  judges  sit  as  a  supreme  court,  to  try 
cases  upon  appeal,  withc^  a  jury.  The  legislature  may  erect  a  separate 
supreme  court,  to  consist  m  three  judges  chosen  by  the  people  for  six  years, 
in  which  case,  the  number  of  circuit  judges  may  be  reduced.  Probate  jud- 
ges and  justices  of  the  peace  are  elected  by  the  people  for  two  years.  In 
every  organized  county  the  legislature  may  appoint  one  or  more  persons, 
with  powers  not  exceeding  those  of  a  circuit  judge  at  chambers. 

The  credit  of  the  state  shall  never  be  lent ;  nor  shall  any  debt  be  con- 
tracted, nor  money  paid  for  internal  improvements,  unless  the  state  hold 
trust  property  dedicated  to  such  purposes.  Except  in  case  of  war,  inva- 
sion, or  insurrection,  no  debt  shall  be  contracted,  exceeding  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  The  legislature  shall  prevent  towns  and  cities  from 
contracting  debts.  No  general  or  special  law  to  create  a  bank  or  banks 
shall  be  passed,  till  a  majority  of  the  votes  at  a  general  election  shall  have 
been  in  favor  of  a  bank,  and  until  such  a  majority  have  afterward  approved 
the  act  as  passed.  Corporations,  except  banks,  may  be  created  under 
general  laws,  but  not  by  special  acts,  except  in  specified  cases. 

Slavery  and  imprisonment  for  debt  are  prohibited.  A  state  superintend- 
ent of  education  shall  be  chosen  by  the  people. 

Amendments  to  the  constitution  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  members  of 
both  houses  of  the  legislature,  if  again  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  suc- 
ceeding legislature,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  people,  and  if  approved  by 
a  majority  of  their  votes,  shall  become  a  part  of  the  constitution.  A  ma- 
jority of  each  house  may  recommend  a  convention  to  change  the  consti- 
tution, and  a  majority  of  votes  at  a  general  election  afterward,  may  author- 
ize the  calling  of  such  convention. 

TEXAa 

The  constitution  of  the  state  of  Texas  was  adopted  by  a  convention  of 
delegates  at  the  city  of  Austin,  in  August,  1845,  and  was  approved  by  the 
people  on  the  13th  of  October  following. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  senate  and  house  of  representatives, 
styled  together  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  The  style  of  laws 
is,  "  Be  it  enacted  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Texas." 

The  senators  are  elected  by  the  people,  by  districts,  for  die  term  of  four 
years,  one  half  being  chosen  biennially  ;  their  number  is  not  to  be  less  than 
nineteen,  nor  more  than  thirty-one.  The  representatives  are  elected  for 
two  years,  by  the  people,  by  counties,  apportioned  according  to  their  free 
population ;  the  number  is  not  to  be  less  than  forty-five  nor  more  than  ninety. 

Elections  by  the  people  are  to  be  held  in  the  several  counties,  cities,  or 
towns,  at  such  times  as  may  be  designated  by  law.  The  sessions  of  the 
legislature  are  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Austin,  at  such  times  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law,  until  the  year  1 850,  when  the  seat  of  government  shall 
be  permanently  located  by  the  votes  of  the  people. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  elected  by  the  people,  at 
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the  time  and  places  of  elections  for  members  of  the  legislature  ;  he  holds 
his  office  for  the  term  of  two  years,  but  is  not  eligible  for  more  than  four 
years  in  any  term  of  six  years.  At  the  same  time,  a  lieutenant-governor 
is  chosen  for  the  same  term,  who  is  president  of  the  senate,  and  succeeds 
the  governor  in  case  of  death,  resignation,  removal  from  office,  inability, 
refusal  to  serve,  impeachment,  or  absence  from  the  state,  of  the  latter. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court  of  three  judges,  in 
district  courts,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  legislature  may,  from 
time  to  time,  establish.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  and  district  courts 
are  elected  by  the  people  for  a  term  of  six  years ;  the  former  by  the  votes 
throughout  the  state,  the  latter  by  districts. 

The  right  of  suffrage  is  granted  to  every  free  male  person  over  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  (Indians  not  taxed,  Africans,  and  descendants  of  Af- 
ricans, excepted),  who  Qhall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  who  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  who  was,  at  the  adop- 
tion of  this  constitution  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  a  citizen 
of  the  republic  of  Texas,  and  shall  have  resided  in  this  state  one  yeai 
next  preceding  an  election,  and  the  last  six  months  within  the  distxici, 
city,  or  town,  in  which  he  offers  to  vote ;  provided  that  soldiers  and  sea- 
men or  marines  of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  any  election  created  by  this  constitution. 

The  legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  laws  for  the  emancipation 
of  slaves,  without  the  consent  of  their  owners.  No  banking  or  discount- 
ing  company  shall  hereafter  be  created,  renewed,  or  extended.  No  per- 
son shall  be  imprisoned  for  debt. 


COMPARATIVE  VIEW  OF  THE  STATE  CONSTITUTIONS. 

In  the  six  New  England  states,  the  executive  and  legislative  branches 
of  the  government  are  all  elected  annually.  The  representation  in  the 
lower  branch  of  the  legislature  is  more  numerous  in  those  states  than  in 
the  other  states  of  the  Union ;  the  representatives  in  the  New  England 
states  being  elected  by  toions  to  the  house  of  representatives,  while  in  all 
other  parts  of  the  Union  the  representation  in  that  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture is  by  counties ;  districts  in  South  Carolina,  and  parishes  in  Louisiana, 
being  local  divisions  synonymous  with  counties. 

An  executive  council,  elected  by  the  people,  is  peculiar  to  the  state  of 
New  Hampshire.  There  are,  however,  executive  councils,  ejected  by  the 
legislature,  in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina. 

The  governor  possesses  the  veto  power,  or  qualified  negative,  on  bills 
and  resolutions  which  have  been  passed  by  the  legislature,  in  the  follow* 
ing  thirteen  states,  viz. :  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Georgia,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Michigan,  Texas, 
Iowa,  Wisconsiin  and  Californ'a;  the  executive  veto  can  only  be  over- 
ruled by  a  two  third  vote  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature. 

In  the  following  ten,  states  the  governor  may  return  bills  or  resolutions 
passed  by  the  legislature,  but  his  veto  may  be  overruled  by  a  majority  of 
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th»  members  elected  to  both  houses,  viz. :  Vermont,  Connecticut,  New  Jer- 
sey, Alabama,  Florida,  Arkansas,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri. 

In  the  following  eight  states,  the  approval  of  the  governor  is  not  required 
to  bills  or  resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature,  but  the  same  may  become 
laws,  after  receiving  the  signature  of  the  speaker  or  presiding  officer  of 
each  branch  of  the  legislature,  viz. :  Rhode  Island,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virgina,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio. 

In  all  of  the  states,  except  South  Carolina,  the  governor  is  elected  by 
the  people  ;  in  that  state,  he  is  chosen  by  the  legislature.  Lieutenant- 
governors  are  chosen  by  the  people  in  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Iliinois, 
Wisconsin,  Missouri,  Michigan,  Louisiana,  Texas,  and  California;  in 
South  Carolina,  by  the  legislature.  In  the  other  states,  the  office  of 
lieutenant-governor  does  not  exist. 

In  the  New  England  states,  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given  is  required 
to  constitute  a  choice,  in  elections  generally,  by  the  people ;  there  are 
exceptions  in  Maine,  Vermont,  and  Connecticut,  in  elections  for  state 
senators,  and  in  Connecticut,  on  second  trials,  at  adjourned  meetings, 
for  the  choice  of  representatives  to  the  general  assembly,  in  which  cases 
a  plurality  of  votes  only  is  required  for  a  choice.  In  Maine,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  Connecticut,  members  of  Congress  are  also  elected  by  plurality. 
In  all  of  the  states  except  those  of  New  England,  a  plurality  of  votes 
given  effects  a  choice  in  elections  by  the  people. 

In  all  of  the  states,  at  popular  elections,  the  manner  of  voting  is  by 
ballot,  except  in  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  in  which 
Slates,  in  all  elections  to  any  office  of  trust,  honor,  or  profit,  with  excep* 
tions  as  to  electors  of  president  and  vice-president,  the  votes  are  given 
openly,  or  viva  voce,  and  not  by  ballot. 

North  Carolina  is  now  the  only  state  which  requires  a  freehold  qualifi- 
cation for  electors  for  either  branch  of  the  legislature,  members  of  the 
senate  in  that  state  being  chosen  by  freemen  possessed  of  a  freehold  with- 
in the  district  where  they  reside  and  vote,  of  fifty  acres  of  land. 

Judges  of  the  courts,  and  other  judicial  officers,  are  now  elected  by  the 
people  in  the  states  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
Georgia,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Missouri,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Iowa  (except  supreme  court),  and  Cali- 
fornia. In  the  other  states,  they  are  appointed  either  by  the  governor 
and  senate,  or  by  the  legislature.  Mississippi  was  the  first  state  to  adopt 
an  elective  judiciary,  viz.,  in  1832. 

Persons  of  color  are  entitled  to  vote  at  elections  in  the  states  of 
Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island.  In 
the  state  of  New  York,  they  are  also  qualified  to  vote,  if  possessed  of  a 
freehold  estate  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  without  any 
incumbrance.  In  all  other  states  of  the  Union,  persons  of  color,  or  those 
of  African  descent,  are  excluded  from  the  right  of  voting  at  elections.      [c 
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Ministers  of  the  gospel  lire  not  eligible  as  legislators  in  Maryland,  Vii* 
ginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Texas.  In  South  Carolina,  Ken- 
tacky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri,  they  are  eligible  neither  as 
governors  nor  legislators.  In  Delaware,  they  are  not  eligible  to  any  oflSco 
whatever. 

New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  are  the  only  states  whose  constiln* 
aons  make  provision  for  religious  establishments.  In  New  Hampshire 
the  legislature  is  empowered  to  authorize^  and  in  Massachusetts  the  legis- 
lature is  enjoined  to  require,  the  several  towns,  parishes,  ^c,  in  the  state 
to  make  adequate  provision,  at  their  own  expense,  for  the  support  and 
maintenance  ofprotestant  teachers,  or  ministers  of  the  gospel.  The  con- 
stitution of  'New  Hampshire  requires  the  governor,  members  of  the  coun- 
cil, and  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature,  to  be  "  of  the  protetiani  re- 
ligion." 

The  council  of  censors  is  peculiar  to  Vermont ;  that  body  is  chosen 
once  in  seven  years,  and  among  their  other  powers,  they  can  call  a  con- 
vention to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  state. 

Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  are  the  only  states  whose  consti- 
tutions appoint  titles  to  the  officers  of  government.  The  governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts is  entitled  *'  His  Excellency ^^  and  the  lieutenant-governor  *'  His 
Honor.**    The  governor  of  New  Hampshire  is  entitled  "His  Excelleney/* 

CALIFOaNIA. 

Thi  ooDftitntion  of  California  wai  formed  by  a  conTention  of  delegates  at  Monterey,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1849,  and  ratified  by  die  people  in  November,  1649.  The  conslitation  being  sabmit- 
ted  to  Confess,  the  state  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  September  9,  1850. 

The  legislative  power  is  vetted  in  a  lenate  and  assembly,  called  the  legislature  of  Califeniia. 
Senators  not  less  in  number  tlian  one  third,  nor  more  than  one  half  the  number  of  members  of 
assembly,  are  elected  by  the  people  in  districts,  for  a  term  of  two  years,  so  classified  that  one 
half  may  be  chosen  annually.  Members  of  the  assembly  are  elected  by  the  people  annaally 
in  districts.  There  shall  not  be  less  than  twenty  four,  nor  more  Uian  thirty-six,  until  the  pop- 
ulation is  one  hundred  thousand  :  and  afterward,  there  shsU  never  be  more  than  eiehty  nor  )em 
Uian  thirty.  Senators  and  memoers  of  the  assembly  mu»t  be  qualified  electors  in  their  disiriolB, 
and  be  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  state  one  year,  and  of  their  districts  six  months,  beifixe 
their  election. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor,  elected  by  the  people  for  a  term  of  two  yean. 
He  must  be  over  twenty  five  years  of  age,  a  citizen  of  tlie  United  Stales,  and  a  resident  of  the 
state  two  years  next  before  the  election.  He  may  veto  a  bill,  but  two  thirds  cf  the  le^rahtors 
may  pass  it  afterward.  A  lieutenant-governor  is  elected  by  the  people  at  the  same  time,  and 
for  the  same  term  with  the  governor,  and  most  have  the  same  qualifications;  he  is  president  of 
the  senate,  and  in  case  the  office  of  governor  be  vacant,  he  acts  as  governor.  A  secretary  of 
state  is  appointed  by  the  governor.  A  comptroller,  treasurer,  attorney  and  surveyor  general^ 
are  to  be  elected  by  the  people  at  the  ssme  time,  and  for  the  same  term  as  the  governor. 

The  annaal  election  is  held  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  of  November,  and 
the  sessions  of  the  legislature  are  to  he  held  annually,  and  commence  on  the  first  Monday  ia 
January.  The  place  for  the  scat  of  government  has  been  fixed  at  Vallejo.  Divorces  by  the 
legislature,  lotteries,  banking  charters,  and  paper-money,  are  prohibited. 

In  elections  by  the  legislkture,  the  members  vote  viva  voce — by  the  people  by  ballot 

The  judicial  powef  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court,  district  courts,  and  county  courts;  the 
Judges  of  all  which  are  elected  by  the  people.  The  supreme  court  ooosists  of  a  chief  jostioe 
and  two  associates,  elected  for  a  term  of  six  years.  District  judges  are  chosen  for  a  term  of 
six  years.  One  county  judge  is  elected  in  endi  county  for  four  years.  County  officers  are  cIk^ 
sen  by  the  people.  A  superintendent  of  public  iostraction  is  elected  by  the  people  of  the  sUtab 
for  a  term  of  three  years. 

Kvery  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  every  citizen  of  Mexico  under  the  traetf 
of  dueretam,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  resident  in  the  state  six  months,  and  of  the  district 
where  he  offers  to  vote  thirty  days  preceding  the  election,  is  entitled  to  vote.  Indians  end 
their  descendants  may  be  permitted  to  vote  in  special  cases,  by  a  two  thirds  ooncozrent  TOto 
of  the  legislature. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


CHRONOLOGICAL  TABLE 

Of  the  principal  political  and  other  Events  in  American  History^  from  ths 
Discovery  in  1492  to  1853. 

» 

1492.  Aug.  3,  Colambus  sets  sail  from  Palos,  in  Spain. 

"  Oct.  12,  First  land  discovered  (one  of  the  Bahamas). 

"  "     27,  Cuba  discovered. 

"  Dec.  6,  Hayti  or  Hispaniola  discovered. 

1493.  Jan.  16,  Columbus  returns  to  Spain. 

'<  Sept.  25,  Columbus  sails  from  Cadiz  on  his  second  voyage. 

"  Dec.  8,  Columbus  lays  the  foundation  of  Isabella^  in  Hispaniola,  the  firat 
European  town  in  the  New  World. 

1494.  May  5,  Jamaica  discovered. 

1496.  Mar.  10,  Columbus  sails  again  for  Spain. 

1497.  June  24,  North  America  discovered  by  the  Cabots. 

1498.  May  30,  Columbus  sails  from  Spain  on  his  third  voyage. 
"  July  31,  Trinidad  discovered. 

•*  Aug.  1,  S.America  discovered  by  Columbus. 

1 499.  Jq  ne  1 6,  S.  America  discovered  by  Americus  Y espncios. 

1500.  Amazon  river  discovered  by  Pinzon. 

"  April  23,  Brazil  discovered  by  Cabral. 

1502.  May  11,  Columbus  sails  on  his  last  voyage. 

"  Aug.  14,  Bay  of  Honduras  discovered  by  Columbus. 

1504.  Sept.  2,  Columbus  returns  to  Spain. 

1506.  May  20,  Columbus  dies,  in  his  fifty-ninth  year. 

1508.  St.  Lawrence  river  first  navigated  by  Aubert. 

1512.  April  2,  Florida  discovered  by  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon. 

''  Baracoa,  the  first  town  in  Cuba,  built  by  Diego  Velasquez. 

1513.  Sept.  25,  Pacific  ocean  discovered  by  Vasco  Nunez  de  Balboa. 

1516.  Rio  de  la  Plata  discovered  by  Juan  Diaz  de  Solis. 

1517.  Patent  granted  by  Charles  V.  for  an  annual  import  of  4,000  negro  alaves  tO 

Hispaniola,  Cuba,  Jamaica,  and  Puerto  Rico. 

*'  Yucatdn  discovered  by  Francis  Hernandez  Cordova. 

1519.  Mar.  13,  Cortes  lands  at  Tabasco,  in  Mexico. 
"  April  22,  Cortes  arrives  at  San  Juan  de  UUoa. 
"  Vera  Cruz  settled  by  Cortes. 

"  Nov.  8,  Cortes  enters  Mexico. 

1520.  Montezuma  dies. 

''  Nov.  7,  Straits  of  Magellan  discovered  by  Ferdinand  Magellan. 

1521.  Au?.  13,  Mexico  taken  by  Cortes. 

1522.  Bermudas  discovered  by  Juan  Bermudez. 
1525.  First  invasion  of  Peru  by  Pizarro  and  Almagro. 
1528.  Pizarro  appointed  governor  of  Peru. 

1531.  Second  invasion  of  Peru  by  Pizarro. 

1532.  First  colony  founded  in  Peru  by  Pizarro. 
1535.  Chili  invaded  by  Almagro. 

1537.  California  discovered  by  Cortes* 

1539.  May  18,  Ferdinand  de  Soto  sails  from  Havana,  on  an  expedition  for  the  eon* 

quest  gf  Florida. 

1541.  Aug.  6,  Orellana  explores  the  Amazon,  and  arrives  at  the  ocean. 

1545.  Mines  of  Potosi,  in  South  America,  discovered. 

1548.  Platina  discovered  in  the  south  of  Mexico. 

1563.  Slaves  first  imported  into  the  West  Indies  by  the  English. 

1576.  Elizabeth's  and  Frobisher's  straits  discovered  by  Martin  Frobi^er. 

1585.  June  26,  Virginia  visited  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 
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1586.  Tobacco  introduced  into  England  by  Mr.  Lane. 

1587.  Aug.  13,  first  Indian  baptized  in  Virginia. 

1602.  May  15,  Cape  Cod  named  by  Bartholemew  Gosnold. 

"  **     21,  Martlia's  Vineyard  discovered  by  Gosnold. 

1607,  May  13,  Jamestown,  Virginia,  founded. 

1608.  July  3,  Quebec  founded. 

•1609.  Hudson  river  discovered  by  Henry  Hudson. 

1611.  Lake  Champlain  discovered  by  Champlain. 

1616.  Baffin's  bay  discovered  by  Baffin. 

1617.  Pocahontas  dies  in  England. 

1619.  June  19,  first  general  assembly  in  Virginia. 

1H19.  May  20,  Long  Island  sound  first  navigated  by  Bermer. 

1620.  Aug.  5,  Puritans  sail  from  Southampton,  England,  for  America. 
"  Nov.  10,  Puritans  anchor  at  Cape  Cod. 

**  "    first  white  child  bom  in  New  England. 

**  Bee.  11,  first  landing  at  Plymouth. 

«'  "    25,  first  house  built  at  Plymouth. 

**  Slaves  first  introduced  into  Virginia  by  the  Butch. 

1621.  May  12,  first  marriage  at  Plymouth. 

1630.  Boston  settled. 

<<  Oct.  19,  first  general  court  of  Massaohusetts  colony,  holden  at  Boftoa. 

1631.  Belaware  settled  by  the  Swedes. 

1632.  First  church  built  at  Boston. 

1633.  First  house  erected  in  Connecticut,  at  Windsor. 

1634.  Maryland  settled. 

**  Roger  Williams  banished  from  Massachusetts. 

1636.  Hartford,  Connecticut,  settled. 

"  Providence  founded  by  Roger  Williams. 

1637.  First  synod  convened  at  Newtown  (now  Cambridge),  Maasachvsetls. 

1638.  New  Haven  founded. 

**  Harvard  college  founded. 

"  June  1,  earthquake  in  New  England. 

1639.  Jan.  14,  convention  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  for  forming  a  constitvtkm. 
"  April,  first  general  election  at  Hartford. 

"  First  printing-press  established  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  by  Stephen  thy, 

1642.  Oct.  9,  first  commencement  at  Harvard  coUege. 

1643.  May  19,  union  of  the  New  England  colonies. 

1646.  First  act  passed  by  the  general  court  of  Massachusetta,  for  the  spread  of  the 

gospel  among  the  Indians. 

1647.  May  19,  first  general  assembly  of  Rhode  Island. 

1648.  First  execution  for  witchcraft. 
"  New  London  settled. 

1650.  Harvard  college  chartered. 

"  Constitution  of  Maryland  settled. 

1651.  Navigation-act  passed  by  Great  Britain. 

1652.  First  mint  established  in  New  England. 
1654.  Yale  college  first  projected  by  Mr.  Bavenport. 

1663.  Jan.  26,  earthquake  felt  in  New  England,  New  Netherlands,  and  Caaada. 

1664.  Aug.  27,  surrender  of  New  Amsterdam  to  the  English. 

1665.  June  12,  New  York  city  incorporated. 

1672.  First  copyright  granted  by  Massachusetts. 

1673.  Mississippi  river  explored  by  Marquette  and  Joliet. 

1675.  June  24,  commencement  of  King  Philip's  war. 

1676.  Aug.  12,  death  of  King  Philip. 

1681.  Mar.  4,  grant  of  Pennsylvania  to  William  Penn. 

1682.  Oct.  24,  arrival  of  William  Penn  in  America. 

**  Louisiana  taken  possession  of  by  M.  de  la  Sale. 

1683.  First  legislative  assembly  in  New  York. 

**  Roger  Williams  dies,  in  his  eighty-fourth  year. 

1686.  First  episcopal  society  formed  in  Boston. 

1687.  First  printing-press  established  near  Philadelphia,  by  William  Bradfixd, 

1688.  New  York  and  New  Jersey  united  to  New  England. 
1690.  Feb.  8,  Schenectady  burned  by  the  French  and  Indians. 

*^  First  paper-money  issued  by  Massachusetts. 

1692.  William  and  Mary  college,  Virginia,  chartered* 
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1093.  Epuoopal  church  established  at  New  York. 

"  First  printing-press  established  in  New  York,  by  William  Bradford. 

1695.  Rice  introdaced  into  Carolina. 

1698.  First  French  colony  arrive  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

1699.  Captain  Kidd,  the  pirate,  apprehended  at  Boston. 

1700.  Episcopal  church  established  in  Pennsylvania. 

1701.  Oct.,  Yale  college  chartered  and  founded  at  Saybrook. 

1702.  Episcopal  church  established  in  New  Jersey  and  Rhode  Island. 

1703.  Culture  of  silk  introduced  into  Carolina. 

**  Duty  of  £4  laid  on  imported  negroes,  in  Massachusetts. 

1704.  Tonnage  duty  laid  by  Rhode  Island  on  foreign  vessels. 

«  Act  "  to  prevent  the  growth  of  popery,"  passed  by  Maryland. 

''  First  newspaper  (Boston  News  Letter)  published  at  Boston,  by  Batholomev 
Green. 

^706.  Bills  of  credit  issued  by  Carolina. 

1709.  First  printing-press  in  Connecticut,  established  at  New  London,  by  Thomas 
/  Short. 

1711.  South  Sea  Company  incorporated. 

1712.  Free  schools  founded  in  Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 
1714.  First  schooner  built  at  Cape  Ann. 

1717.  Yale  college  removed  from  Saybrook  to  New  Haven. 

1718.  Impost  duties  laid  by  Massachusetts  on  English  manufactures  and  English 

ships. 

1719.  First  presbyterian  church  founded  in  New  York. 

1720.  Tea  first  used  in  New  England. 

1721.  Inoculation  for  smaUpox  introduced  into  New  England. 

1722.  Paper-money  first  issued  in  Pennsylvania. 

1725.  First  newspaper  in  New  York  (the  New  York  Gazette),  published  by  Wil- 

liam Bradford. 

1726.  First  printing-presses  established  in  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

1727.  Earthquake  in  New  England. 

1730.  First  printing-press  and  newspaper  established  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina*. 

1732.  Tobacco  made  a  legal  tender  in  Maryland  at  Id.  per  pound,  and  com  at  20d» 

per  bushel. 

<<  Feb.  22,  George  Washington  bom. 

"  First  printing-press  and  newspaper  established  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

1733.  Georgia  settled. 

'*  Freemason's  lodge  first  held  in  Boston. 

1737.  Earthquake  in  New  Jersey. 

1738.  College  founded  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey. 

1741.  Jan.  1,  General  Magazine  and  Historical  Chronicle,  first  published  by  Ben 

jamin  Franklin. 

1742.  Faneuil  Hall  erected  at  Boston. 
1750.  First  theatrical  performance  in  Boston. 

1754.  Columbia  college  founded  in  New  York.^ 

1755.  Defeat  of  General  Braddock.  July  9. 
«  Sept.  8,  battle  of  Lake  George. 

*'  Earthquake  in  North  America. 

<<  First  newspaper  (C<»necticut  Gazette)  published  at  New  Haven. 

1756.  May  17,  war  declared  with  France  by  Great  Britain. 

*'  First  printing-press  and  newspaper  established  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp^ 
shire,  by  Daniel  Fowle. 

1758.  July  26,  Louisburg  taken  by  the  English. 

*^  Aug.  27,  Fort  Frontenac  taken  by  the  English. 

**  Nov.  25,  Fort  Du  Quesne  (now  Pittsburgh)  taken  by  the  English. 

1759.  Ticonderoga  taken  by  the  English. 

''  ^  Sept.  18,  Quebec  taken  by  the  English. 

1761*.  Mar.  12,  earthquake  in  New  England. 

1763.  Feb.  10,  treaty  of  peace  signed  at  Paris,  between  the  English  and  French* 
'^  First  newspaper  published  in  Georgia.  • 

1764.  Mar.,  right  to  tax  American  colonies  voted  by  house  of  commons. 
"  April  5,  first  act  for  levying  revenue  passed  by  parliament. 

*<  "  21,  Louisiana  ordered  to  be  given  up  to  Spain. 

1765.  Stamp  act  passed  by  parliament. 

<<  Mar.  22,  stamp  act  receives  the  royal  assent. 
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1765.  May  39,  Virginia  reBolations  agaiDit  the  right  of  tftzatioD. 

*  June  6,  general  congreis  propoaed  by  Maaaachuaetta. 

"  Oct  7,  congren  of  twen^aeven  delegatea  conyenea  at  New  York,  and  pahliihci t 
declaration  of  righta  and  reaolutiona  against  the  itamp-act 

1766.  Feb.,  Dr.  Franklin  examined  before  the  house  of  commons,  reLatLve  to  the  repeal cf 

the  stamp-act ;  Mar.  16,  stamp-act  repealed. 

1767.  Tax  laid  on  paper,  glass,  painters'  colors,  and  teas. 

1769.  Dartmouth  college  mcorporated  ;  American  philosophical  society  institated  atPhilt 

1770.  Mar.  5,  Boston  maaaacre. 

1773.  Dec.  18,  tea  thrown  overboard  at  Boston. 

1774.  Mar.  31,  Boston  port-bill  passed  ;  Sept  4,  first  oontioental  Coogreas  at  Fhiladelplut. 
"  Dr.  Franklin  dismissed  from  the  post-office. 

1775.  April  19,  battle  of  Lexington ;  May  10,  Ticonderoga  taken  by  the  proyindik 

*'  June  17,  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill;  July  2,  General  Washington  amvea  kt  Cambridga 

*'  Dec.  13.  resolution  of  Congress  to  fit  out  a  navy  of  thirteen  ahips. 
"  "    31,  assault  on  Cluebec,  and  death  of  General  Montgomeiy. 

1776.  Mar.  17,  Boston  evacuated  by  the  British ;  July  4,  declaration  of  independence. 
"  Aug.  27,  battle  of  Long  Island ;  Sept.  15,  British  take  poaaession  of  New  YorL 
**  Oct.  28,  battle  of  White  Flaina ;  Nov.  16,  capture  of  Fort  Washington. 

"  Dec.  26,  battle  of  Trenton. 

1777.  Jan.  3,  battle  of  Princeton ;  Aug.  16,  battle  of  Bennington. 

'*  Sept.  11,  battle  of  Brandy  wine ;  Sept.  19,  first  battle  of  Stillwater. 

'*  Sept  27.  British  army  enters  Philadelphia ;  Oct.  4.  battle  of  Germantown. 

"  Oct  7,  second  battle  of  Stillwater ;  17,  Surrender  of  the  Britiah  army  under  Bargayv. 

**  Nov.  15,  articles  of  confederation  adopted  by  Congress,  and  finally  ratified  by  the  sitei 
in  March,  1781,  Maryland  being  the  last  state  to  adopt  them. 

1778.  Feb.  6,  treaty  of  alliance  with  France,  ratified  by  Louia  XVI. 

"  June  28,  battle  at  Monmouth  coorthouae ;  Dec.  29,  Savannah  taken  by  the  Britiih. 

1779.  Mar.  3,  battle  of  Briar  creek ;  May  14,  Norfolk  taken  by  the  British. 
**  June  20,  battle  of  Stono  Ferry. 

*'  July  5th  A:  7th,  Fairfield  and  Norwalk,  Conn.,  burned  by  the  Britiah. 

"  July  16,  stonning  and  capture  of  Stony  Point  by  the  Americana,  under  Waps. 

'*  July  and  August  Sollivan'a  expedition  againat  the  Indiana  on  the  SnaquefaanBa. 

"  Sept.  23,  Paul  Jonea  captures  two  British  frigntes. 

.760.  April  14,  battle  at  Monk'a  Corner,  South  Carolina;  May  6,  battle  on  the  SaDteeiinr. 

*'  May  12,  anrrender  of  Gen.  Lincoln  and  American  army,  at  Charleston. 

"  July  12,  French  fleet  and  army  arrive  at  Rhode  Island. 

"  Aug.  16,  battle  of  Sander's  Creek,  near  Camden. 

'*  Sept.  23.  treason  of  Gen.  Arnold,  and  arrest  of  Major  Andre. 

**  Oct  2.  Major  Andre  executed  ;  Oct  7,  battle  of  Kind's  Mountain. 

"  Nov.  12.  battle  of  Broad  River ;  Nov.  20,  battlQ  at  Blackstock. 

"  Dec.  20,  war  between  England  and  Holland. 

1781.  Bank  of  North  America  established. 

"  January,  expedition  of  the  British,  under  Arnold,  to  Virgfaiia.   , 

"  Jan.  17,  battle  of  the  Cowpens  ;  Feb.,  retreat  of  Gen.  Greene  hi  North  Csrolim. 

"  Mar.  15,  battle  of  Guilford  courthouse ;  April  25,  battle  of  Hobkirk's  Hill  near  CiadA 

**  Aug.  14,  American  and  French  allied  army  march  from  the  Hndson  river  neirlCew 
York,  to  Virginia. 

**  Sept  6,  burning  of  New  London  by  Arnold. 

*'  Sept  8,  battle  of  Eutaw  Springs,  and  close  of  the  campaign  m  Boath  Carolioi. 

"  Oct  19,  surrender  of  Lord  CornwalHs  and  the  British  army. 

1762.  Feb.  27,  resolutions  of  the  house  of  commons  in  favor  of  peace. 

*'  Mar.  20,  resignation  of  Lord  North,  and  acceasion  of  a  whig  cabinet  in  England. 

"  April  19,  independence  of  the  United  Statea  acknowledged  by  Holland. 

'*  June  24,  last  battle  of  the  Revolutionary  war —  a  akirmiah  near  Savannah,  Gct»gji 
some  slight  skirmishes  in  Sooth  Carolina  in  August,  in  one  of  which,  Coknd  Jota 
Laurens  of  Sooth  Carolina  waa  killed.  .  . 

•*  Nov.  13,  preliminary  articlea  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bntia. 
signed  at  Paris.  . 

1783.  January  20,  preliminary  treatiea  between  France,  Spain,  and  Great  Britain,  ligned  » 

Versaillea. 

"  Independence  of  the  United  Statea  acknowledged  by  Sweden,  Feb.  5 ;  by  DeainiA 

Feb.  25 ;  by  Spain,  March  24  ;  and  by  Russia,  in  July. 

**  April  11,  peace  proclaimed  by  Congress ;  19,  announoea  to  the  army  by  Wsshingtta 

•*  Sept  3,  definitive  treaty  of  peace  signed  at  Paria. 

"  Oct  18,  proclamation  for  disbanding  the  army ;  Nor.  2,  Washington'a  farewell  onO^ 

"  Nov.  25,  New  York  evacuated  by  the  British. 

1784.  Feb.,  first  voyage  from  China  to  New  York. 

1785.  July* 9,  and  Aug.  5,  treaty  with  Prussia. 

1786.  Shay's  insurrection  in  Massachusetts  ;  Sept  20,  insnirectioii  in  New  Hampdiix^ 
1767.  Sept.  17,  federal  constitution  agreed  on  by  conventioD. 

1788.  Federal  constitution  adopted  by  eleven  atatea. 

Mli.  March  4,  George  Washington  elected  president. 

*  April  30,  inauguration  of  George  Washington. 
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1790.  Bistrict  of  Colambia  ceded  by  Virginia  and  Marylaad* 
'*  May  29,  constitution  adopted  by.  Rhode  Islbuid. 

1791.  .  Mar.  4,  Vermont  admitted  into  the  Union. 
«  Bank  of  the  United  States  established. 

'*  Firgt  folio  Bible  printed  by  Worcester  of  Maw* 

1792.  June  1,  Kentucky  admitted  into  the  Union. 

1793.  Washington  re-elected  president. 
"  Death  of  John  Hancock. 

1794.  Insurrection  in  Pennsylvania.    .-  /','•' 

1796.  June  1,  Teiniessee  admitted  into  the  Union. 

"  Dec.  7,  WaAington's  last  speech  to  Congress. 

1797.  March  4,  John  Adams  inaugurated  president* 

1798.  Washington  reappointed  commander-in  chiefl 

1799.  Dec.  14,  death  of  George  Washington. 
1800*  Seat  of  government  removed  to  Washington. 

"  May  13,  disbanding  of  the  provisional  army. 

1801.  March' 4,  Thomas  Jefferson  inaugurated  president* 

1802.  July  20,  Louisiana  ceded  to  France  by  <Spain. 

1803.  Feb.  19,  Ohio  admitted  into  the  Union. 

1803.  April  30,  Louisiana  purchased  by  the  United  States. 

<*  August,  Commodore  Preble  bombards  Tripoli. 

1805.  June  3,  treaty  of  peace  with  Tripoli. 

1806.  Expedition  of  Lewis  and  Clark  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia*     -^^'  '     '  ^ 

1807.  June  22,  attack  on  the  frigate  Chesapeake. 
^'  July  2,  interdict  to  armed  British  vessels. 

"  Nov.  1 1,  British  orders  in  council. 

"  Dec.  17,  Milan  decree. 

**  *'    22,  embargo  laid  by  the  American  government* 

1808.  Jan.  1,  slave-trade  abolished. 
"  April  17,  Bayonne  decree. 

1809.  March  1,  embargo  repealed. 

<<  **      4,  James  Madison  inaugurated  president. 

1810.  March  23,  Rambouillet  decree. 

1811.  May  16,  engage£nent  between  the  frigate  President  and  Little  Belt* 
"  Nov.  7,  battle  of  Tippecanoe. 

1812.  April  3,  embargo  laid  for  ninety  days. 

*'  June  19,  proclamation  of  war.    (War  declared  June  18th.) 

"  <^    23,  British  orders  in  council  repealed. 

**  Aug.  15,  Surrender  of  General  Hull. 

"  Action  between  the  frigates  Constitution  and  Gnerriere* 

"  Nov.,  defeat  at  Queenstown. 

$'  Action  between  the  Frolic  and  Wasp. 

"  "  "  United  States  and  Macedonian* 

"  April  8,  Louisiana  admitted  into  the  Union.         -^  - 

1813.  April  27,  capture  of  York,  Upper  Canada. 
«  May  27,  battle  of  Fort  George. 

"  June  1,  Chesapeake  captured  by  the  Shannon. 

"  Sept.  10,  Perry's  victory  on  Lake  Erie. 

**  Oct.  6,  battle  of  the  Thames. 

"  Dec.  13,  Buffalo  burnt. 

1814.  March  28,  action  between  the  frigates  Essex  and  Phoebe. 
"  July  6,  battle  of  Chippewa. 

"         "   25,  battle  of  Bridgewater. 

"  August,  Washington  city  captured,  and  capitol  bnrnt. 

•'  "      9,  11,  Stonington  bombarded. 

**  **      11,  M'Donough's  victory  on  Lake  Champlain. 

**  Sept.  12,  battle  near  Baltimore. 

"  Dec.  24,  treaty  of  Ghent  signed. 

"  "    25,  battle  of  New  Orleans. 

1815.  Feb.  17,  treaty  of  Ghent  ratified  by  the  president. 
**  March,  war  declared  with  Algiers. 

1817.  Mar.  4,  James  Monroe  inaugurated  president. 
**  Dec.  10,  Mississippi  admitted  into  the  Union* 

1818.  Dec.    3,  Illinois  «  «  : 

1819.  Dec.  14,  Alabama  «  « 
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1819.  May,  fint  steamslilp  sailed  for  Europe. 

1820.  Mar.  15,  Maine  admitted  into  the  Union.        "^  ' 

1821.  July  1,  Jackaon  takes  possfssion  of  Florida.  ^  ^ 
**  Aag.  I0|  Missouri  admitted  into  the  Union.  -^  ^ 
**  First  settlement  of  Liberia. 

1824.  March  13,  convention  with  Oreat  Britain,  for  suppression  of  slaTe-tralsi 
"  April  6,  convention  with  Russia  in  relation  to  the  northwest  boundary. 
<<  August  13,  arrival  of  General  Lafayette. 

1825.  Mar.  4,  John  Quincy  Adams  inaugurated  presidenl. 
**  Sept.  7,  departure  of  General  Lafayette. 

1826.  July  4,  death  of  Presidents  Adams  and  Jefferson. 

1829.  Feb.  20,  resolutions  passed  by  the  Virginia  house  of  delegates,  denying  the 

right  of  Congress  to  pass  the  tariff  bill. 

^  March  4,  Andrew  Jackson  inaugurated  president. 

**  May  2,  hail  fell  in  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  to  the  depth  of  twelve  indies. 
«  «  17,  death  of  John  Jay,  at  Bedford,  New  York. 

"  Sept.  15,  slavery  abolished  in  Mexico. 

^  Nov.  9,  separation  of  Yucatan  from  Mexico,  and  union  with  the  repnUie  of 

Central  America. 

**  Dec.  4,  revolution  commences  in  Mexico. 

1830.  Jan.  20,  General  Bolivar  resigns  his  military  and  dvH  oommissioBs. 
<'  "    27,  city  of  Guatemala  nearly  destroyed  by  earthquakes. 

^  April  4,  Yucatan  declares  its  independence. 

1831.  Jan.  12,  remarkable  eclipse  of  the  sun. 
<*  July  4,  death  of  James  Monroe. 

^  Oct.  1,  free-trade  convention  at  Philadelphia. 
«  *«  26,  tariff  convention  at  New  York. 

1832.  Feb.  6,  attack  on  Qualla  Battoo,  in  Sumatra,  by  U.  S.  frigate  Potomtfc. 

<<  June  8,  cholera  breaks  out  at  Quebec,  in  Canada;  being  its  lint  appeuuee 

in  America.  , 

«  Aug.  27,  capture  of  Blackhawk. 

«*  Sept.  26,  university  of  New  York  organized. 

^  Nov.,  union  and  staterights  convention  of  South  Carolina. 

«  Dee.  28,  John  C.  Calhoun  resigns  the  office  of  vice-president. 

1833.  Mar.  1,  new  tariff-bill  signed  by  the  president. 

**  "    4,  Andrew  Jackson  inaugurated  president  for  a  second  term. 

<<  '*  11,  state-rights  convention  of  South  Carolina. 

<<  «  29,  Santa  Anna  elected  president  of  Mexico. 

"  May  16,  «*  inaugurated  " 

«  0(ft.  1,  pubUc  deposites  reiiioved  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  by  (udei 

of  General  Jackson. 

"  Nov.  13,  remarkable  meteoric  showers  in  the  United  States. 

1834.  Mar.  28,  vote  of  censure  by  the  senate  against  General  Jackson,  for  renft* 

ving  the  deposites. 

1835.  April  18,  French  indemnity-bill  passes  the  chitmber  of  deputies. 
"  Dec.  16,  great  fire  in  New  York. 

1836.  April  21,  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  in  Texas. 

**  June  14,  Arkansas  admitted  into  the  Union.     V  ^  ■ 

<*  Dec.  15,  burning  of  the  general  postoffice  and  patent  office^  at  WashingtOB* 

1837.  Jan*  26,  Michigan  admitted  into  the  Union. 

*<  Mar.  4,  Martin  Van  Burcn  inaugurated  president  of  the  United  States. 

1840.  Jan.  19,  antarctic  continent  discovered  by  the  U.  S.  exploring  expedition. 
"^   *<  June  30,  sub-treasury  bill  becomes  a  law. 

1841.  Mar.  4,  William  Henry  Harrison  inaugurated  president  of  the  United  States* 
<*  April  4,  death  of  Presidenl  Harrison. 

~  "  Aug.  9,  sub-treasury  bill  repealed. 

<<         <<    18,  bankrupt  act  becomes  a  law. 

1843.  March  3,  bankrupt  act  repealed. 

<<  June  17,  Bunker  HiH  monument  celebration. 

1845.  Mar.  1,  Texas  annexed  to  the  United  States. 

«  "    3,  Florida  admitted  into  the  Union. 

«*  "    4,  James  K.  Polk  inaugurated  president 

**  June  18,  death  of  Andrew  Jackson. 

^  Dec.  24,  Texas  admitted  into  the  Union. 
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1846.  May  8,  battle  of  Palo  Alto^  on  the  Rio  Grande. 
<«  «    9,   iMittle  of  Resaca  de  la  Palma,    do. 

«         '<    13,  proclamation  of  war  existing  with  Mexico. 

^  Xtme  18,  United  States  senate  advise  the  president  to  confirm  the  Oregon  tieatf 

with  Ghreat  Britain.  • 

«  July  28,  new  United  States  tariff  bill  passed. 

«  Aug.  9,  President  Polk  vetoes  the  river  and  harbor  biU. 
*<  <<    6,  revolntion  in  Mexico,  in  &vor  of  Santa  Anna. 

«         «    8,  President  Polk  vetoes  the  French*  spoliation  biU. 
«         «*    10,  Congress  adjourns. 
«         <*    18,  Brig^idier-General  Kearney  of  United  States  aimy,  takes  possession  of 

Santa  Fe.  ^^ 

«         «    19,  Commodore  Stockton  blockades  the  Mezfcan^poftrTTnlhe  Pacific. 

«  Sept  21,  22,  23,  battles  of  Monterey,  Mexico. 

«  "    26,  California  expedition  with  Colonel  Stevenson's  regiment  of  780  ofll 

oers  and  men,  sails  from  New  York. 

^  Oct  25,  Tabasco  in  Mexico,  bombarded  by  Commodore  Peny. 

<<  Nov.  14,  Commodore  Conner  takes  Tampico. 

*  Dec  6,  General  Kearney  defeats  the  Mexicans  at  San  PasquaL 
«  «    25,  Colonel  Doniphan  defeats  the  Mexicans  at  Braato,  near  El  Paso. 

M  <«    28,  Iowa  admitted  into  the  Union. 

1847.  Jan.  8,  Mexican  Congress  resolve  to  raise  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  on  the  prop 

erty  of  the  clergy  for  tl^e  war  with  the  United  States. 

«  <*    8,  9,  battles  of  San  Gabriel  and  Mesa  in  California,  fought  by  General 

Kearney,  who  defeats  the  Mexicans. 

«  *«  14,  revolt  of  the  Mexicans  in  New  Mexico  against  the  United  States  au- 
diorities. 

«  <*  24,  batUe  of  Canada,  in  New  Mexico.  Mexicans  defeated  by  the  Americans 
under  Colonel  Price.  ' 

«  Feb.  22,  23,  battle  of  Baena  Vista.  Mexicans  21,000  in  number,  under  Gen- 
eral Santa  Anna,  defeated  by  4,500  Americans  under  General  Taylor. 

«  -   28,  battle  of  Sacramento.    Colonel  Doniphan,  with  924  Americans,  defrate 

4,000  Mexicans. 

«        Mar.  1,  General  Kearney  declares  California  a  part  of  the  United  States. 

^  **    20,  city  and  castle  of  Vera  Cruz  taken  by  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 

States,  \ixider  General  Scott  and  Commodore  Peny. 

«        April  2,  Alvarado  taken  by  the  Americans  under  Lieutenant  Hunter. 

**  M    X8,  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo.    Mexicans  under  Santa  Anna  defeated  by  the 

Americans  under  General  Scott 

«  «    18,  Tuspan  in  Mexico  taken  by  Commodore  Perry. 

•■        May  1,  Smithsonian  Institution  at  Washington,  comer-stone  laid. 

**  Aug.  20,  battles  of  Contreras  and  Churubusco,  in  Mexico.  Mexicans  defeated 
by  Americans  under  General  Smith,  part  of  General  Scott's  command. 

«  «      31,  new  constitution  of  Illinois  adopted  by  state  convention. 

^  Sept  8,  battle  of  Molina  del  Rey,  near  the  city  of  Mexico.  The  Americans 
under  General  Worth  (part  of  Scott's  command),  defeat  the  Mexicans  under 
General  Santa  Anna. 

«  M    X2,  14,  battle  of  Chapultepec,  near  Mexico ;  the  Americans,  under  Generals 

Scott,  Worth,  PilloV,  and  Quitman,  defeat  the  Mexicans  under  Santa  Anna. 
General  Scott  and  American  army  enter  the  dty  of  Mexico,  on  the  14th. 

«  Sept  13,  to  Oct  12,  siege  of  Puebla,  held  by  the  Americans  against  the  Mexi- 
cans.   The  latter  repulsed  by  the  former,  under  Colonel  Childs. 

«  Oct  9,  the  city  of  Huamantla,  in  Mexico,  taken  by  the  Americans,  under  Gen- 
eral Lane. 

«         <<    20,  port  of  Guayamas,  in  Mexico,  bombarded  and  captured  by  the  Amer- 


«       Dec  81,  the  several  Mexican  states  occupied  by  the  American  army  placed  under 
military  contributions. 
t848.     Jan.  27,  a  national  convention  to  nominate  president  and  vice-president  called 
by  the  whig  members  of  Congress.    At  an  adjourned  meeting  it  was  resolved 
that  the  convention  meet  at  Independence  HaU,  Philadelphia. 
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1848.     Feb.  18,  By  a  general  order,  Major-General  Scott  toma  over  die  oommand  of, 
the  U.  8.  army  in  Mexico  to  Major-General  Batler. 

«  May  28-26,  the  democratic  national  convention  at  Baltimore  nominate  Gen- 
eral Lewis  Can  of  Michigan,  for  president,  and  General  William  O.  Bader 
of  Kentucky,  for  vice-president 

«  «    25,  Major-General  Scott  received  by  the  municipal  aathorities  of  the  tity 

of  New  York.    There  was  a  large  military  and  dvic  procesnon. 

«  -    29,  Wisconsin  admitted  into  the  Union. 

«  «    SO,  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  which  had  been 

agned  at  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  Feb.  2,  1848,  afterward  modified  at  Washing- 
ton, and  confirmed  by  the  Mexican  Congress ;  ratified  by  the  American  com- 
miflooners,  Sevier  and  Clifibrd,  and  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  rela- 
tions, Don  Luis  de  la  Rosa.  It  was  proclaimed  in  the  United  States^  July  4, 
1848. 

<*  June  7,  8,  the  whig  national  convention  meet  at  Philadelphia,  and  on  the  second 
day,  fourth  ballot,  nominate  General  Zachary  Taylor  for  president,  and,  on 
second  ballot,  Hon:  Millard  Fillmore  for  vice-president 

«  M    22,  23,  democratic  convention  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  nominate  Martin  Van  Burea 

for  president  and  Henry  Dodge  (who  declined  June  29)  for  vice-president 

<*  July  4,  comer-stone  of  monument  to  General  Washington,  laid  at  the  dty  of 
Washington.  '  Oration  by  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  speaker  of  the  United 
States  house  of  representatives. 

«  Aug.  13,  Oregon  territorial  bill,  with  prohibition  of  slaveiy,  passed  by  Con- 
gresi. 

M  «    9,  10,  free-soil  convention  at  Bufialo,  nominate  Martin  Van  Burenf  of  New 

York,  for  president,  and  Charles  Francis  Adams,  of  Massachusetts^  for  vii*»- 
president    Sixteen  states  were  represented  by  delegates. 

«  «    14,  Adjournment  of  30th  Congress,  1st  session. 

M  «    17,  destructive  fire  at  Albany,  N.  Y. 

««        Sept  9,  destructive  fire  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

«        Nov.  7,  presidential  election. 

«        Dec.  4,  meeting  of  the  30th  Congress,  second  session. 

«  M    6,  Taylor  and  Fillmore  elected  president  and  vice-president  by  the  electoral 

OQlleges. 
1849.    March  5,  inauguration  of  Zachary  Taylor  as  president,  and  of  Millard  Fillmore 
as  vice-president  of  the  United  States.  , 

«        May  16,  the  cholera  breaks  out  in  New  York ;  Mayl7,  great  fire  at  St  Lome. 

«  Aug.  11,  Gen.  Taylor,  president  of  the  United  States,  issues  his  proclamation 
against  the  armed  expedition  fitting  out  for  Cuba. 

"  Aug.  31,  convention  of  delegates,  called  by  Gen.  Riley  of  the  United  States  ar- 
my, to  frame  a  state  constitution  for  California,  meet  at  Monterey. 

«  Aug.  21,  citizens  of  Santa  Fe  county,  New  Mexico,  meet  to  organize  a  terri- 
torial government 

«        Sept  4,  California  convention  organize.  ,      .    ^  u 

«  Oct.  10,  annexation  to  United  States  memorial,  at  Montreal,  Canada,  signed  by 
over  300  citizens  of  Canada. 

«  Oct.  10,  iniUal  point  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  Umted  States  and  Met- 
ico  settled,  and  a  monument  with  inscriptions  erected.  Lat  32^  31'  69".58, 
and  long.  119^  36'  0".l6,  west  from  Greenwich. 

«  Oct  16,  convention  of  delegates  from  fourteen  states  in  favor  of  a  national 
railroad  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific,  meet  at  St.  Louis,  and  issue  an 
address.    Senator  Douglass,  of  Illinois,  presides. 

"  Oct  16,  Mr.  Chatfield  takes  possession  of  the  island  of  Tigre,  in  the  state  of 
Honduras,  in  the  name  of  the  British  queen.  r  •       j 

«        Nov.  1,  the  first  territorial  -legUlature  of  Minnesota  closes  its  mttmg  of  sixty  dayfc 

«  «    19,  the  survey  of  the  boundary  line,  between  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  ami 

Maryland,  comprising  a  greater  part  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  is  completed. 

M         Dec  2,  first  session  of  thirty-first  CongreaB  commences.  „  n  uu 

«  «    21,  house  of  representatives  organized  by  the  election  of  HoweU  Kjohb, 

•peaker,  on  the  sixty-third  trial. 
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1850.  Jan.  9,  the  British  government  announce  to  Lord  Elgin,  governor-general  of 
Canada,  their  determination  to  maintain  the  connection  of  Canaida  with  Great 
Britain. 

<*  Jan.  15|  the  Hangarian  exiles  call  on  President  Taylor,  and  the  usual  inter- 
change of  civilities  takes  place. 

**  Jan.  19,  the  Spanish  minister  at  Washington  complains  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
of  the  Cuban  juntos  at  New  York,  New  Orleans,  and  Washington. 

**  Feb»  12,  the  original  manuscript  of  Washington's  Farewell  Address  is  sold  at 
auction,  by  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Claypole,  printer,  and  purchased  by  James  Lenox, 
Esq.,  of  New  York,  for  $2,300. 

"  Feb.  22,  President  Taylor  attends  the  laying  of  the  comer-stone  of  the  Virginia 
monument  to  Washington,  at  Richmond. 

"  April  20,  the  people  of  Santa  Fe  county,  New  Mexico,  hold  a  convention,  and 
request  the  military  governor  of  New  Mexico,  Col.  John  Munroe,  to  call  upon 
the  citizens  to  elect  members  for  a  convention  to  form  a  slate  constitution. 

<*  April  27,  Collins*  line  of  steam-packets  goes  into  operation.  The  steamer  At- 
lantic sails  from  New  York  for  Liverpool. 

«  May  7,  a  meeting  of  southern  members  of  both  houses  of  Congress  is  held  at 
Washington,  and  reports  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  southern  states. 

<<  May  23,  two  vessels,  the  Advance  and  Rescue,  fitted  out  by  Mr.  Henry  Grin- 
nell,  of  New  York,  to  search  for  Sir  John  Franklm  in  the  Arctic  seas,  sail 
from  New  York. 

"  June  3,  a  southern  convention  of  delegates  meet  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  to 
consult  on  the  slavery  question  agitated  in  the  north  and  in  Congress.  They 
afterward  issue  an  address,  and  adjourn,  after  a  short  session. 

**       *June  14,  great  fire  at  San  Frapcisco,  California,  destroys  three  hundred  buildings. 

«  July  I,  Governor  Bell  of  Texas  calls  a  special  session  of  the  legislature  on  the 
boundary  question,  to  meet  on  the  12th  of  August 

'<        July  9,  death  of  President  Taylor ;  great  fire  in  Philadelphia. 

«  "31,  railroad  convention  at  Portland,  Maine,  in  favor  of  a  railroad  to  Hal- 

ifax, through  the  British  provinces. 

<*  Aug.  12,  the  legislature  of  Texas  meet  at  Austin,  and  assume  hostile  attitude 
on  the  boundary  question ;  which,  however,  is  afterward  settled  by  the  action 
of  Congpress. 

«        Sept  9,  California  admitted  into  the  Union.  # 

^  **    9,  Texas  boundary  bill  passed  by  Congress. 

"  "9,  New  Mexico  and  Utah  bills  passed  ;  Sept  18,  fugitive  slave  act  passed. 

**  "    20,  act  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

passed. 

^  "    30,  thirty-first  Congress  adjourns  after  a  session  of  302  days. 

•*  Oct  7,  Indiana  convention,  for  amending  the  state  constitution,  assembles  at 
Indianapolis. 

«  Oct  14,  Virginia  convention,  for  amending  the  state  constitution,  assembles  at 
Richmond. 

M        Oct  23,  a  woman's  rights  convention  is  held  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts 

«  «•    26,  great  Union  meeting  at  Dayton,  Ohio. 

«  "    30,  great  Union  meeting  at  Castle  garden.  New  York. 

«  Nov.  I,  the  mortal  remains  of  the  late  President  Taylor  deposited  in  the  family 
cemetery,  near  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

**  Nov.  4,  Maryland  convention,  to  amend  the  state  constitution,  meets  at 
Annapolis. 

*'  Nov.  6.  New  Hampshire  convention,  to  amend  the  state  constitution,  meets  at 
Concord. 

*•        Nov.  11,  southern  states  rights  convention  meets  at  Nashville,  Termeasee. 

«  **     31,  great  Union  meeting  at  Philadelphia. 

'<        Dec.  16,  great  Union  meeting  at  Bath,  Maine. 
1861.     April  2.*),  President  Fillmore  issues  his  proclamation  -against  Cnbcn  expeditions^ 

M  :  May  3,  great  fire  at  St  Francisco,  California.  Nearly  two  thousand  five  ,han«» 
dred  buildings  destroyed,  and  several  lives  lost 
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1851.      May  5.  South  Carolina  southern  rights  conyention  meets  at  CharleBton,  and 
resolves  for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
"        June  22,  another  great  fire  at  St  Francisco,  which  lays  a  large  portion  of  tlie 

^        city  in  ashes. 
**        Aug.  8,  expedition  against  Cuba,  nnder  General  "Lopex,   aaik  from  Neir 
Orleans. 
Aug.  29,  conrention  of  delegates  at  Lewis  eotintr,  Oregon,  memoriaHze  Con- 
gress for  a  division  of  the  territory  into  two  governments. 
Sept  10,  the  steam-frigate  Mississippi,  by  order  of  the  TJnited  States  goyem- 
ment)  receives  Kossuth,  ex-governor  of  Hungary,  and  suite  on  board,  at  the 
Dardanelles,  from  a  Turkish  frigate. 
"        Oct  22,  President  Fillmore  issues  his  proclamation  against  a  private  militaiy 

expedition  against  Mexico. 
"        Kov.  10,  the  United  States  steamer  Mississippi  arrives  in  Kew  York  with 
the  exiled  companions  of  Kossuth,  forty-two  in  number,  Kossuth  having 
remained  to  visit  England  on  his  way  to  the  United  States. 
"        Dee.  6,  Kossuth,  ex-governor  of  Hungaiy,  arrives  in  New  York  from  Kngland, 

and  is  honored  with  a  ^public  reception. 
"        Dec  24,  library  of  Coneresa,  at  Washine^ton,  destroyed  by  fire. 


1852. 


"    81,  Kossuth  formally  received  at  Washington  by  President  IHlmore. 
Jan.  6-7,  Kossuth  publicly  received  by  Congresa    ' 


June  24,  first  national  agrieultural   convention,  representing    twenty-two 
states,  assembles  at  Washington. 

**  July  5,  Louisiana  convention,  for  revising  the  state  oonstitntion,  assembles  at 
Baton  Rouge. 

"        July  16,  Kossuth  leaves  New  York  for  Liverpool,  on  his  return  to  Europe; 

"        Aug.  81,  thirty-second  Congress,  first  session,  adjourns 

"  Dec  1,  Mr.  Everett^  secretary  of  state,  declines^  on  the  part'  of  the  XJnited 
States  government,  the  tripartite  convention  respecting  Cuba,  proposed  by 
England  and  France. 

"        Dec.  20,  William  R.  King,  on  account  of  ill  health,  resigns  his  office  of  prea- 
dent,  pro  tem^  of  the  senate. 
1868.      Feb.^  9,  votes  for  president  and  vice-president  opened  and  counted  in  Con- 
gress.   Pierce  and  King  are  declared  duly  elected  for  four  years  from 
March  4. 

"  Feb.  26,  President  Fillmore  convenes  the  senate,  by  proclamation,  for  twelve 
o'clock,  on  the-  4th  of  March,  instead  of  eleven  o'clock,  as  by  a  former 
pi%!lamation ;  the  present  senate  deeming  that  their  term  does  not  expire 
until  noon  of  that  aay. 

"        March  4,  inauguration  of  Franklin  Pierce  as  president  of  the  United  Statea 

"  March  24,  William  R.  King  is  sworn  in  as  vice-president,  at  Cumbre,  near 
Matanzas,  on  the  island  of  Cuba,  Consul  Sharkey  administering  the  oath. 

*•  April  30,  Delaware  state  convention  adopt  a  new  constitution  and  adjourn, 
after  a  session  of  fifty-five  days.  The  constitution  was  rejected  by  the 
people,  October  11,  1868. 

**        May  4,  Mnesnchuaetts  state  convention,  to  revise  the  constitution,  meets  at 
Boston.     It  adjourns  August  1,  having  framed  a  state  constitution,  which 
.  was  rejected  by  the  votes  of  the  people, 

"        June  6,  a  southern  coUvention  assembles  at  Memphis^  Tennessee. 

"  "    21,  Martin  Koszta,  a  Hungarian  refugee,  who  had  declared  his  inten- 

tions to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  being  seized  by  the  officers 
of  an  Austrian  brig-of-war  in  the  harbor  of  Smyrna,  in  Turkey,  is  rescued 
by  Captain  Ingraham,  of  the  United  States  sloop-of-war  St  Louia 

"  July  8,  the  United  States  expedition  to  Japan,  under  Commodore  Perry, 
arrives  at  Japan.  He  lands  on  the  14th,  and  delivers  to  the  Japanese 
authorities  a  letter  to  the  emperor,  from  the  president  of  the  United  Statei^ 
and,  a  few  days  after,  leaves  the  islands^  intending  to  return  to  Japan 
the  following  year, 

-**  July  14,  the  Crystal  Palace,  or  exhibition  of  the  arts  of  all  nations,  is  opened 
at  New  York,  in  presence  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  other 
dignitaries,  attended  by  a  large  audience 

*^  Aug.  29,  Mr.  Hulsemann,  the  Austrian  minister  at  Washington,  addresses  a 
note  to  the  American  government,  ooniplaining  of  Captain  Ingraham's 
conduct  in  the  affair  of  the  release  of  Koszta,  at  Smyrna;  to  which  the 
secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Marcy,  afterward  replies^  in  justification  of  Captain 
Ingraham. 
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jSlgierSf  (Washington)  treaty  with 

61,  65  (appendix) ix,  xi 

president  asks  advice  of  senate 

(appendix) ix 

Portugal   assists   U.  S.  against 

(appendix) xiv 

treaty  with  and  ransom  of  Amer- 
icans (appendix) xiv,  xv 

(Jefferson)  aggressions  of,  and 

relations  with 208,  209,  215 

(Madison)  difficulties  with 301 

war  with,  recommmended 327 

carried  on  by  U.  S.  navy. .  .377,  378 

termination  of  war  with 328 

relations  with 334 

treaty  with,  by  Com.  I)ecatQr...378 

Mien  and  Sedition  laivt  enacted 132 

opposition  to (33 

Aliens,  time  of  residence  reduced  to 

five  years 230 

Jimtlia  Island  taken  by  adventurers.  .398 
suppression     of    establishment 

at 406,479 

America^  Central — ^see    Guatemala    and 
Central  America. 
South — see  South  America. 
Spanish — see  Spanish  America. 
Jlmerican  Flag  (Madison),  commer- 
cial abuses  under 279,  283 

act  of  Congress  respecting  ar- 
rangement of  stars  and  stripes 

in 547 

insulted  by  Spanish  vessels 334 

seamen    should  be    exclusively 
employed  in  American  vessels..327 
Amistad    schooner,    correspondence 

with  Chevalier  d'Arguiz 1332 

Anti  Federalists,  origin  of  name  and 

party 81 

oppose  Washington's  adminis- 
tration   81 

Anti-Masonic  party,  origin  of. 988 

Apportionment — see  ratio. 
Ariilration,  U.  S.  propose  to  France 
to  submit  the  subject  of  Amer- 
ican claims  to 611 

of  king  of  the  Netherlands,  on 

N.  E.  boundary ....620 

result  of  the  award  of  the  king 
of  the  Netherlands  not  ac- 
cepted by  U.  S 756,  781, 1000 


Arbathnot  and  Ambrister,  execatioa 

of. 692 

Argentine    republic,  relations  with 

the.... 867,  891,  1074,  1098,  1120 

Jrkansas  admitted  into  the  Union,  j  }^ 

synopsis  of  the  constitution 1574 

senators  and  repre'tives  from. . .  1537 

Armistice  proposed  by  U.  S.,. . .  .300,  357 

<«       by  Great  Britain.. 301 

"       by  Ad'l  Warren.. 358 

agreed  to  by  Sir  George   Pre- 

•  vost  and  Gen.  Dearborn 359 

Armory  (Madison) 284,  289 

western  (Monroe) 455 

Arms,  manufacture  of,  in  U.  States 

(J.  Adams) 127 

ammunition,  exportation  of  to  be 
prohibited  (Jefferson) ....  179,  21 6 
Armstrong f  John,  minister  to  France. 248 
associated  with  James   Bow- 
doin,  as  joint  commissioner  to 

Spain 248 

collision  with  Mr.  Bowdoin 249 

his  course  as  minister  to  France. 255 
remonstrates  against  Berlin  and 

Milan  decrees 260 

appointed  secretary  of  war 361 

resist  ns 374 

Army  (Washington) 62 

(J.  Adams) no 

temporary,    disbanded    (J.  Ad- 
ams)  126 

augmentation  of  in  1798 131 

not  wanted  in  time  of  peace  (Jef- 
ferson)  ^ 155,  160 

augmentation  of  (Jefferson) 210 

(Madison^     .      $276,301,302,309 
^maaison) ^  g^^^  347^  3^^^^  37^ 

successes  of. 3 16 

services  of  officers  and  soldiers 
resommended  to  Congress  in 

1815 326 

deficiency  of  clothing  fbr 364 

peace  establishment 329,  555 

(Monroe) 393, 400,  445, 454,  471 

(J.  Q.  Adams)  585, 600, 603, 615, 626 
**  cavalry  and  artil- 

lery tactics .....  004 

(Jackson^        .  i  ^^^'  ^^'  ^^ 

(jacKson; ^  905,937,938 

(Van  Buren) 1085,  1 105 

(Tyler) 1258,  1307,  1343,  1380 

(Polk) 1469 

Arsenals  and  magazines  (Washington). 42 

Articles  of  confederation 1 

summary  of  powers  under. . .  .494 

Artillery,  school  of 471,  585,  604 

Arts    and     sciences    recommended 

(Washington) 67 

Ashley,  Gen.,  and  trading  party  at- 
tacked by  Indians 456 

Astronomical  observatory  (J.  Q.  Ad- 
ams)  591 
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Attameyh-Creneraly  increase  of  pow- 
ers and  compensation  recom- 
mended (Jackson) 706 

list  of. 1591 

jSttria,  treaty  with 620 

reciprocity 621 

,-i-fiA«.  witK  $  6^^>  '^^^y  759,  865 
relauons  with. .  J      g'^^^  {^^^ '^^^3 

B. 

Badf^tTi  George  E,,  appointed  secre- 
tary of  the  navy 1192 

resij^ns '. 1415 

Baifibridge,  CapU,  captures  a  Moor- 
ish vessel 167 

captures  British  frigate  Java.305, 360 
operations  at  Tripoli  and  Tun  is..  328 

BaUimore,  defence  of,  1814 321,  368 

whig  convention  at,  1844 1425 

democratic  convention  at,  1844.1425 
see  convention. 
Bancroft,  George,  appointed  secreta- 
ry of  the  navy 1438 

Bank,  National,  not  sanctioned  by 

the  -constitution  (Jackson) ....  930 
origin  and  operations  of. . .  .930,  931 
the    opinions    of    Van    Buren 

against 1100,1148 

Bank  of  the  United  Slates  (Washing- 
ton)  39,  45 

loan  to  U.  S.  government 45 

incorporation  of,  1791 82 

veto  of  Madison,  1815 323 

recommended  in  1815 330 

organized  in  1816 337 

prospective  benefits  of 337 

bill  to  renew,  rejected  in  1811... 345 
recommended  bf  Dallas  in  1814..376 
bin  passed  by  Congress,  1815... 376 

vetoed  by  Madison 376 

bill  of  1816  signed  by  Madison.  .379 
constitutionality  and  expediency 

of  questioned  (Jackson) 713 

new  one  recommended 713 

recharter  of  bank  of  1816  ques- 
tioned   » 753 

objections  to,  repeated 765 

.  veto  message  (.Tackson) 767 

United  States  deposites  removed 

from 837,  1014, 1016 

pension  agency 842 

conduct  of  directors  censured.. .  .875 
seizure  of  dividends  on  public 

stock 875 

mischief  and  dangers  of. 877 

not  necessary  to  fiscal  operations 

of  government 877,  903 

state  banks  fully  adequate  to  all 

services  required 877 

bills  no  longer  received  in  pay- 
ment of  revenue 901 

effects  of  it^  operations  on  the 

public  interests 902 

part  of  a  system  of  monopoly  to 
be  suppressed 902 


PAoa. 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  reissne 
of  notes  under  chi^rter  from 

Pennsylvania 935 

operations  of,  and  effects 956 

action  of  Congress  on 967 

renewal  of  charter  by  Congress.. 992 

bill  vetoed  by  the  president 993 

reissue  of  notes  under  charter 
from  Pennsylvania  disapproved 

of  (Van  Buren) 1079 

first  veto  message  of  Tyler 1244 , 

second  veto  message  of  Tyler. .  1248 
importance  of  regulating  circu- 
lation...  1260 

Tyler's  exchequer  plan 1261 

fiscal,  Mr.  Ewing's  plan 1401 

passage  of  modified  bill  in  Con- 
gress  1404\ 

•  vetoed  by  Tyler 1405 

fiscal  corporation  passed 1407 

«*  «         vetoed  by  Tyler.  1410 

Mr.  Botts's  letter 1408 

Bankrupt  Law,  enacted  in  John  Ad- 
ams's administration,  1800. . . .  135 
repealed  in  Jefferson's  adminis- 
tration   242 

attempt  to  pass  one 552,  556 

recommended  by  J.  Q.  Adams. .  .583 

defeated  in  Congress 662 

applicable  to  corporations  ^Yan 

liuren) 1067 

again  agitated  and  defeated. . .  .1169 
special  message  on  (Tyler). . . .  1243 

passage  of,  1841 1407 

repeal  of « 1422 

Banks,  Slate,  embarrassed  condition 

of,  1819 417 

United  States  deposites  in 837 

fully  adequate  to  perform  all  ser- 
vices required  of  the  United 
States  bank  by  government. . . . 877 
small     bills     to     be    suppress- 
ed  877,  903,932 

over-issues  of  paper  by 932 

preferable  to  U.  States  bank  as 

deposite  banks 933,  934 

importation  of  specie  by 934 

public  funds  in 935 

suspension  of  payment  by 1051 

separation  of  fiscal  concerns  of 
government  from,  recommend- 
ed by  Van  Buren 1055 

by  Polk 1465 

argument     against    banks     as 

agents  of  government 1058 

extravagant  credit  promoted  by.  1128 
evils  from  operations  of. ...... .  1135 

remarks  on,  as  public  deposito- 
ries (Polk) 1466 

Barhary  States— -See  Algiers,  Moroc- 
co, Tripoli,  and  Tunis. 
Barbour,  Philip  P.,  elected  speaker. . .  556 
appointed  judge  of  supreme  court  1556 
Barbour,  James,  appointed  secretary 

of  war 649 


1596 


▲NALTTIGAL  INDBX. 


Bariimr,  Jame»,  appointed  minister 

to  O.  Britain 668 

Bttrlow,  Joelf  appointed  miniater  to 

France • 345 

his  negotiations 34^ 

his  death 310 

Barron,  Commodore,  his  transactions 

in  Tripoli 182 

Barrft  William  T,,  appointed  post- 
master-general  962 

appointed  minister  to  Spain. . . .  1020 
Tote  of  censure  on  by  senate. . .  1023 

his  death 1023 

Bayardy  Jamta  A,y  his  testimony  on 

election  of  180 1 ... '. 224 

appointed  commissioner  to  Ghent .  362 

Be^gtum,  treaty  with 833 

"     disavowed  by  Belgi- 
an goyemment. 9866 

relations  with 922,  1267,  1373 

American  claims  on 922 

Wly  Jof^fiy  elected  speaker 1017 

appointed  secretary  of  war 1 192 

resigns 1415 

Benton,  Thomas  H,,  his  proposal  to 
amend  United  States  constitu- 
tion   655 

his  report  on  execative  patron- 
age  655 

his  ^xpun?ing  resolution 1024 

Berlin  and  Milan  Decreet 254,  255 

revoked 281,  301 

conditionally  repealed 344 

revived  in  1811 344 

finally  revoked 355 

Berrieny  John  3/.,  appointed  attor- 

ney-general 962 

resigns 985, 986 

Bibb,  George  M.,  appointed  secreta- 

tary  of  the  treasury 1423 

Bidwell,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  his 

resolutions  in  Congress 246 

Biography  of  Washington 25 

John  Adams 95 

Jefferson 139 

Madison 267 

Monroe 383 

John  Quincy  Adams 563 

Jackson 67 1 

Van  Buren 1029 

Harrison 1171 

Tvler 1211 

Polk 1429 

Birney,  James  G.,  abolition  candidate 

for  president 1 169, 1427 

popular  vote  for  in  1844 1427 

Blakely,  Captain,  captures  two  Brit- 
ish sloops-of-war 321,  369 

Blockade — See  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees and  orders  in  council, 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  358 

of  the  United  States  coast 358 

BoUvaTf  General,  suggests  eongress 
at  Panama 656 


PAQft. 

Bonapartej  NapdUony  first  consul  oC 
France,  directs  Marbois  to  ne- 
gotiate for  the  cession  of  Lou- 
isiana to  the  United  States. .  •  •  234 
See  Napoleon 
Bottt'e,  John  Jf  .,  letter  respecting  U. 

States  bank 1408 

letterUo  Mr.  Tyler 1405 

Boundary     Questum,     northeastern 

(Washington  ) 64 

appendix iii 

(John  Adams) 114,  120 

(J.  Q.  Adams) 609,  620,  645 

( Jaclcson)..  ^  ^^8, 865, 889, 922, 1001 

^V.nBnr^n^         5     l^^^*    ^095,    1113 

(Van  Buren)...  J  1117,  1141 

/Tyler)  J    1267,1271 

y^y^^^ I    1301,1421 

communicating  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington  1290 

southwestern  with  (  65, 113, 119, 186 
Spain  I       187, 282, 380 

**       "        "     appendix xx 

between  U.  States  and  British 

territories 164 

northwestern  with  Russia 452 

various  questions  with  G.  Britain. 467 
between  Ohio  and  Michigan. . .  .914 
northeastern  with  G.  Britain. .  .1000 
recommendation  of  measures  to 
prevent  aggression  on  adjoin- 
ing territories  by   citizens  of 

U.  S.  (Van  Buren) 1091 

Oregon,  or  northwestern,  with  G. 

Britain 1315, 1334,  1347 

(Polk) 1446,1453,  1478 

Bowdoin,  James,  minister  to  Spain . .  .248 
Bradford,  William,  attorney-general. .  .85 
Branchy  John^  appointed  secretary  of 

the  navy 85 

resigns.  • ;  .985 

Brazil,  Independence  of.  ^ 468 

minister  from 468 

commereial  rela-5  468,  622,  761, 783 
tions  with        (  1120,  1258,  1390 
aggressions  on  American  com- 
merce  613 

treaty  with 669,  981 

expiration  of  treaty 1 143 

slave-trade 1390, 1485 

ministers  to 1554 

Breckenridge,  John,  appointed  attor- 
ney-general  1556 

British  and  American  claims  (John 

Adams),  commission  to  settle. .  122 
Britain — See  Great  Britain. 
British  Colonies,  restrictions  on  trade 

with  U.  States 416,  421, 434 

trade  with  restored 443,  557 

negotiations     respecting    trade 
with ......  452,  466,  598,  644,  728 

commercial  intercourse  with,pro- 
hibited 610,620,669 
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Britiah  Colonies^  authority  requested 

to  arrange,  respecting  trade. .  .728 

arrangement  completed  to  open 

the  tirade. .  • 730 

BrUiih  officers,  conduct  as  to  prison- 

ers-of-war .'.314 

retaliation  by  U.  S.  goyemment.  .314 

srmies  and  fleets  supplied  with 
provisions  by  Americans 318 

goods,  smuggled  into  U.  States.. 3 18 

colonial  system,  effects  of,  on 
commerce  and  navigation  of 
United  States 334 

goods,  imported  into  U.  States 
nnder  bonds,  seized  under  non- 
\    intercourse  act 345 

iquadrons,  operations  on  United 
States  coast 365 

military  operations,  1814 367 

West  Indies,  restrictions  con- 
tinued  421,434 

Brown,  Oen.,  his  success  in  Can- 
ada  320,  367 

Buchanan,  James,  appointed  secre- 
tary of  state 1438 

BueniM  jSwea,  minister  to,  appointed .  .453 

relations  with ; .  .468,  761,  783,  1004 

ministers  to 1554 

See  Argentiue  republic. 
Burr,  jiaron,  nominated  'for  vice- 
president 136 

voted  for  by  federalists  in  Con- 
gress for  president 138 

disclaims  competition  with  Jef- 
ferson for  presidency •  219 

elected  vice-president 138 

his  western  expedition.. .  i  ^g»  ^^ 

supposed  objects  and  intentions..  194 

arraigned  in  Virginia 203 

his  expedition  suppressed... 203,  204 
tried  and  acquitted  at  Richmond, 

Virginia 250 

proposes  Jackson  for  president, 

1815 380,678 

Butlefy  Benj,  P.,  appointed  attorney- 
general 1015 

resigns 1169 

communication  in  relation  to  N. 

York  customhouse 1277 

C. 

Cabinet — see  ministers,  cabinet. 
Cabinets,  ministers  of  successive  ••..1647 
CoMottn,  Jchn  C,  appointed  secre- 
tary of  war 541 

elected  vice-president 561 

decision  in  favor  of  altering  rules 

of  senate 667 

re-elected  vice-president 667 

position  in  relation  to  Jackson's 

administration "^ 971 

resigns  office  of  vice-president. .  1007 
appointed  secretary  of  state ....  1423 


bampbell,  Geo.  W.,  appointed  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury 374 

ConoAa^  invasion  by  Gen.  Hull 298 

«<              Oen.  Van  Rens- 
selaer  299 

American  successes  in 320 

invasion  iu  1813  by  Gen.  Dear- 
bom 364 

events  of  the  war  in 364 

insurrection  in 1163 

special  message  of  Tyler,  in  re- 

'    lation  to  invasion  of. 1252 

transmission  of  mails  through 

United  States 1363 

Canadian  affairs....:.  .1092,  1095,  1118 
Canal,  New  York,  proposed  from  the 
Hudson  to  the  lakes,  recom- 
mended by  Madison. . . .  < 291 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio,  a  nation- 
al work  (Monroe) 459 

Canal  company,  Louisville  and  Port- 
land, bill  relating  to  appro- 
priation for  stock  in,  returned 

(Jackson) 735 

Candla,  surveys  of,  recommended. . . .459 
and  roads,  military,  surveyed. . .  .472 

advantages  of  U.  States  for 530 

great  importance  of. ^ . .  530 

surveys  of,  reported 639 

Camnng,  George,  British  minister,  hi^ 

course  on  American-  affairs .  • .  .252 
correspondence  with  Pinkney. .  .260 
Capitoly  national,  location  of  (ap.)..vi,  xvi 
removal  of  the,  to  Washington 

city 123,  125,126,137 

CaroHfuiy  North,  accedes  to  the  Union .  .33 
relations  with  Indians  (appendix) . .  .y 
senators  and  repres'tives  from..  1533 

synopsis  of  constitution 1569 

Carolina,  South,  claims  for  advances 

during  the  war 714 

cedes  forts  to  United  States.  •  •  •  • .  184 
proclamation  concerning  ( Jack- 

»on)...'. 794    , 

progress  of  nullification  in 1010 

^  action  on  compromise  tariff  act.  1012 
senators  and  repres'tives  from..  1534 

synopsis  of  constitution 1569 

Caroline,  steamboat,  case  of 1254 

correspondence  in  relation  to.. .  1290 
Carondelet,  Baron  de,  grant  to  Mar- 
quis Maison  Rouge,  in  Lou- 
isiana  1283 

Carrying  trade  of  West  Indies 730 

Caes,  Lewis,  appointed  secretary  of 

war 987 

minister  to  France 1551 

Catharine,  schooner,  seizure  by  Brit- 
ish on  the  coast  of  Africa ....  1321 
Caucus,  legislation  by,  commenced.  ..244 
democratic,  for  president.  ...259,  26C 
congressional,  democratic,  nomi- 
nate   Mr.    Madison   for    re- 
election  • .  •  • 356 
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Caueui,  democratic^  nominate  Mr. 
Monroe   for  president,    over 

Mr.  Crawford. 380,  38 1 

congressional  minority  nominate 
Mr.  Crawford  for  president.. .561 

Cituus  of  1790,  result  of. 40 

1 800,  result  of. 1 558 

1810,        «      1658 

1820,        «      1558 

1830,  suggestions  for  taking 630 

«    result  of 630 

1840,        "       1258,1557 

act  to  lengthen  time  for  taking 

recommended 754 

provision  for  taking 1095 

Central  America,  treaty  with 597 

civil  war  in 622 

relations  with 760,  782,  1 120 

Certificates,  president's,  payment  of.  1481 

Chase;  Judge,  trial  of. 241 

Chauncey,  Commodore,  operations  on 

Lake  Ontario 313 

Ckerckeea  and  Creeks — see  Indian  affairs, 
payments  of  awards  (special  mes- 
sage)  1346 

special  message  in  relation  to.  ..1479 
Chuapeake  frigate,  attack  on. .  .200,  253 
affair  setUed  before  the  war  of 

1812 254,343 

CheTulier  d'Arguiz,  letters  from. . . .  1332 
Cheves,  Langdon,  chosen  speaker. •  ..365 

ChUi,  minister  to,  appointed 453 

relations  with. .  .468,  761,  783,  1143 
Chilton's    resolutions    on  retrench- 
ment  665 

China,  relations  with.... 760,  1374,  1461 

commerce  with 13 17 

minister  to 1339 

treaty 1387 

Caleb  Cushing  appointed  minis- 
ter to 1423 

Chronological  table 1571 

Circular,  specie — see  specie  circular. 
Claims  for  property  lost  during  the 

war 339 

C  346,  361 

Clay,  Henry,  elected  speaker.. <  378,  546 

(  551,  560 

his  views  on  war  measures 356 

appointed  commissioner  to  Ghent. 366 

returns  from  Ghent 378 

advocates  charter  of  U.  States 

bank,1816. 379 

proposes  mission  to  S.  America.. 548 
candidate  for  presidency,  1823... 659 

appointed  secretary  of  state 649 

opinions  on  congress  at  Panama. 656 
replies  to  charges  against  him. .  ,660 
nominated  for  president,  1831. ...987 
reports  bill  on  distributing  pro- 
ceeds of  public  lands 994 

Tisit  to  Canada  and  New  York.  1167 
whig  candidate  for  president  in 
1844,  and  defeated 1425,  1427 


Clinton,  Dewiit,  his  eourse  on  the  eoi- 

bargo 256 

nominated  for  president. 357 

Clinton,  George, elected  vice-presidt..243 

re-elected  vice-president 260 

gives  casting  vote  against  U.  S. 

bank ...345 

his  death 352 

Coast  survey,  progress  of 423,  940 

defence  of,  by  fortifications. 427,  441 
Coffee,   General,  his  victories  over 

the  Creek  Indians 314 

Coins,  regulation  of  foreign 45 

"            U.  S.  copper  (ap- 
pendix)  xvi 

U.  S.  gold  and  silver 1018 

Colombia,  minister  to,  appointed. 453, 1 188 

relations  with 468,  582, 760 

treaty  with 582 

special  message  on  treaty  with...  641 

treaty  with,  rejected 649 

Colonial    authorities.    West    India, 
interference    with    American 

merchant  vessels 1290 

Colonies,  New  England,  first  union 

of,  1643 1493 

Columbia,  District  of,  organized.. 40,  126 
surveyed  and  located  (Washing- 
ton), appendix vi 

grants  of  money,  land,  and  build- 
ings accepted,  appendix xvi 

affairs  of  (Monroe) 411 

"  (J.  Q.  Adams)  ...  606, 629 

«  (Tyler) 1089 

protection    against    contagious 
diseases 539 

«>-««- of. f»"'i|^2;lfi 

slavery  in 1049 

Jackson  proposes  to  Congress  to 

allow  representation 753, 765 

Columbia    River,    military    post    at 

mouth  of  recommended 477 

exploration  of  (Monroe) 477 

«  «  (J.  Q.Adams).... 591 

Commerce    and    navigation,    treaty 

with  France 558 

Commerce,  encouragement  of  (Wash- 
ington)   34,  37 

spoliations  on, -French 51,  67 

encouragement  of  (J.  Adams) ...  1 13 

spoliations  on,  appendix xiv,  xxi 

effects  of  restrictive  measures. .  .346 

«       «  waron 365 

right  of  general  government  to 

regulate 512 

United  States,  exports,  imports, 
and  revenue,  1791  to  1845. . .  1589 
Commission  for   claims    on    Great 

Britain  (Monroe) 453 

"      (J.Q.Adams) 630 

Spain 453 

Compensation  of  government  officers 

(Washington) .67 
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Compensatum  of  members  of  Con- 
gress ($1,500  law) 379 

of  public  officers 1555 

Confederationy  articles  of. 1^  495 

ratified  and  signed 1498 

Congreaa,  house  of  representatives 
demand  copy  of  instructions  to 
Mr.  Jay;  refused  by  Wash- 
ington.  90 

opposition  to  answer  to  last 
speech    of    Washington,    by 

twelve  members 92 

war  measures  adopted  by 355 

the  compensation  law  passed. . .  .379 

powers  of  staled  by  Monroe 505 

constitutional  powers  of 500 

administration  opposition  major- 
ity io  (J.  Q.  Adams) 664 

state  of  parties,  1828 667 

See  parties. 

action  on  ren\pva]  of  deposites. .  1016 
report  of  convention  at  Annapo- 
lis to 1505 

extra  sessions  under   different  ^ 
administrations. 1 193 

-^^  -.«;««.  «f   $  81,  129,  341,  361 
extra  sessions  of..  ^  1160,1400 

stamp-act,  1765 1494 

continental,  duration  of 1499 

at  Albany,  1754 1508 

It  New  Yflrrk,  1765 ". . . .  1509 

continental,  presidents  of,  from 

1774  to  1788 ....1510 

continental,  sessions  of. ...  1  -..  1510 

«  members  of 1511 

federal,  sessions  of,  from  1789  to 

1 8  46,  table  of 1 543 

list  of  senators  and  representa- 
tives from  1789  to  1861 1516 

Ist  of  speakers  of. 1543 

number  of  acts  passed  by 1543 

«        of  vetoes 1543 

.ength  of  sessions  of . .  .> 1543 

first,  1st  session,.  Washmgton's 

administration 81 

•'      2d        " 82 

"      3d        ««         82 

second,  1st  session,  do        do. ...  83 

"        2d        «         83 

third,  1st  session,      do        do. ... 85 

«*      2d       «  87 

fourth,  1st  session,    do        do. ...  88 

"       2d       ««  92 

fifth,  1st  session,  John  Adams's 

administration 129,  130 

«      2d        «        131 

«      3d        "        133 

sixth,  1st  session,    do        do. . . .  135 

«     2d       «         137 

seventh,  1st  session,  Jefferson's 

administration 229 

**  2d        «        231 

dghth,  1  St  session,  do        do ... .  240 

•*       2d      «        ..• 243 


Congress,  ninth,  1st  session,  Jefifer- 

son's  administration 246 

«       2d        «         250 

tenth,  1st  session,   do        do« .  • . 255 

"      2d       «        261 

eleventh,  1st  session,  Madison's 

administration , 341 

«  2d        «        343 

«  34        «         346 

twelfth,  1st  session,  do        do. .  .346 

«        2d        «         361 

thirteenth,  1st  session,  do    do.. 361 

"  2d        «        365 

«  3d        "        371 

fourteenth,  1st  session,  do    do.. 378 

«  2d        «        381 

fiAeenth,  1st  session,  Monroe's 

administration .' 546 

«  2d        "        649 

sixteenth,  1st  session,  do    do... 551 

«         2d       «        5J3 

seventeenth,  1st  session,  do  do.. 555 

"  2d      «        557 

eighteenth,'  1st  session,  do    do.  .560 

♦«  2d      «        662 

nineteenth,  1st  session,  John  Q. 

Adams's  administration .'654 

"  2d      «         661 

twentieth,  1st  session,  do    do. .  .664 

.  «         2d      "        668 

twenty-first,  1st   session,  Jack- 
son's administration 967 

«  2d        «        981 

twenty-second,  1st  session,  do  do. 989 

«  2d      «        ....1007 

twenty-third,  1st  session,  do  do.  .1016 

«         2d      «         1019 

twenty-fourth,  1st  session,  do  do.  1020 

"  2d      "        1024 

twenty-fifth,   1st    session.    Van 

Buren's  administration 1 160 

"  2d        «        1162 

,    «  3d        "        1164 

twenty-sixth,  1st  session,  do  do. .  1 1 65 

"  2d       "         1169 

twenty-seventh,  1st  session,  Ty- 
ler's administration 1400 

«  2d      <«        ...1420 

«  3d      "        ...1421 

twenty-eighth,  1st  session,  do  do.  1422 

«  2d      «        1427 

of  Panama 600, 655 

"        «     results  of 657 

Cormecticuiy  governor  of  refuses  to 
place  militia  under  U.  States 

officers 300 

Senators  and  representatives  from  1520 

synopsis  of  constitution  of 1563 

Conscription  act  proposed,  1814 373 

Conspiracies  to  dismember  the  Un- 
ion  204,208 

Constellation,    frigate,    captures    a 

French  frigate 132 

Constitution,  frigate,  successes  of  360, 369 
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CoMfiMtOfi  €f  ihn  United  Statet 9 

amendments  to .22 

notes  on 1-24 

amended  in  1789  and  1795. . •  .82^  86 

«     1804 240 

amendments  recommended  by 
Monroe^  !for  internal  improy^ 

meats.. 402,  634 

principles  of,  stated 496,  500 

powers  not  transferable  by  the 

states  to  the  United  States ....  534 
importance  of  amending,  so  as  to 
▼est  power  of  internal   im- 
provement in  Congress 534 

J.  Q.  Adams's  view  of  powers 

and  obligations  under 593 

J.  Q.  Adams's  views  in  regard  to 
acts  of  Congress  and  state  le- 
gislatures   625 

Benton's  proposition  to  amend..  .655 
Mc'Duffie's    «  "         655 

Jackson's       «  J  701,  744,  764,  789 
jacjcsons  ^841,885,912,941 

.  single  term  proposed  by  Jackson. 702 
Jadcson  proposes  that  members 
of  Congress    be    disqualified 
from  appointment  to  ofiice,  in 

certain  cases 702 

appointments  to  office  to  be  lim- 
ited to  four  years  ( Jackson) ..  .702 
to  be  amended  in  doubtful  cases 

(Jackson) 705 

convention    at   Annapolis    for 

forming 1501 

list  of  delegates  to  Philadelphia 

convention  for  framing 1507 

dates  of  ratification  by  thirteen 

original  states 1507 

ConstitutioMy  State,  adoption  of  first..  1559 

synopsis  of. 1559,  1560 

comparative  view  of. 1580 

Consular  laws,  revisal  recommended 

(Jackson) 762 

ConauUy  laws  respecting  (Washington) .  37 

«  "        (J.  Adams)..  115 

Contagious  diseases  (special  message)  539 

Continental  Congress,  duration  of. . . .  1499 

history  of. 1495 

presidents  of,  1774-88 1510 

sessions  of. 1510 

members  of 1511 

Convention  with  France 581 

of  St.  Petersburg 608 

Harrisburg  industrial 663 

anti-masonic,  at  Philad.,  1830.. 988 
*^  at  Baltimore, 

1831, 988,989,  1004 

national  republican,  at  Balti- 
more, 1831 1004 

democratic  (Jackson)  at  Balti- 
more, 1832. 1004 

<«  «         «    1836..  1020 

«  «         «    1840.. 1168 

irhig,at  Harrisburg,  1839.1166, 1168 


PA«S. 

Convention  at  Baltimore,  1844 1426 

democratic,  at  Baltimore,  1844..  1425 
Jackson's  opinion  in  favor  of 

democratic 1019 

between  United  States  and  Mex- 
ico (Russian  umpimge) 1284 

with  Mexico,  and  award  by  com- 
missioners   1303 

with  Peru  (special  message) . . .  1350 
of  July,  1815,  pa3rment  of  import 

duties  in  violation  of.  ..«••• .  1476 
at  Annapolis,  for  forming  con- 
stitution  1501 

Philadelphia,  li^t  of  delegates  to.  1507 

Copyright  Lawy  amendment  of. 983 

correspondence  with  British  gov- 
ernment  , 1275 

Court  of  inquiry  in  relation  to  con- 
duct of  Jackson  during  Semi- 
nole war 976 

supreme,  of  United  States,  list 
of  chief-justices,  associate-jus- 
tices, and  attomeys-gen'l 1556 

Crawford,  Wm.  H.,  elected  president 

of  senate .352 

appointed  minister  to  France. .  •  .374 

**        secretary  of  war 374 

proposed  for  president,  and  de- 
ieated  in  the  nomination  by 

Mr.  Monroe 380, 381 

appointed  secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury  .- 541 

candidate  for  president  in  1824.  .559 
nominated  by  congressional  cau- 
cus  561 

defeated  by  election  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams  562 

advocates  recharter  of  U.  S.  bank 

in  1811 96& 

Crawford  party  unite  with  friends  of 

Jackson 659 

Credit,  bank,  efiects  of,  extension  of..932 

public  (Washington) 35,  36 

«     (Madison) 281 

«      (Tyler) 1345 

« '    advantages  to,  from  a  na- 
tional bank 323 

«     revival  of. 329,  336 

Credit  system,  efiect  of  extension. .  .1052 
Creeks  and  Cherokees — see  Indian  afiairs. 
Criminal  code,  revision  recommended. 335 
Crittenden,  John  J.,  appointed  attor- 
ney-general  1192 

resigns 1415 

Crovjninshield,  Benj,  W.,  appointed 

secretary  of  navy 374 

continued  secretary  of  navy 541 

Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  invasion  of, 
contemplated  by  Mexico  and 

Colombia 636 

Cumberland  Road,  survey  of  (Jeffer- 
son)  197 

route  of,  described 209 

approved  ot  by  Jefferson 248 
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C%mlber,md  Mood,  Importance   and 

i447   458 
459*533 

veto  of  bill  for 49l!  557 

Monroe^s  veto  mesaage  on 491 

continuation    of    (J.    Q.    Ad- 
ams).;  586,  616,  669 

accconnt  of>  and  amount  expend- 
ed on. 523 

(Jackson)  amount  of  appropria- 
tions for,  in  twenty-three  ^ills, 

to  1830 721 

appropriations  for>  and  acts  to 

extend 983,994,  1013, 1163, 

Currency,  uniform  (Washington) 34 

condition  of,  in  1815  (Madi8on)..329 

benefits  of  uniform 330 

treasury-notes 330 

importance  of  uniform 337 

condition  of,  in  1816 337 

(Monroe) 417 

design  of  constitution  to  estAlish 
a  currency  of  the   precious 

metals  (Jackson) 930 

consequences  of  a  paper  (Jack- 
son)  954 

(Van  Buren)  remarks  on  |  J^^'  \f^l 

necessity  of  regulating  (Tyler) .  1260 

classification  of. 1311 

See  banks. 
Currency  and  exchange,  state  of. .  • .  1260 
Cfuhing,  CaUb,  appointed  commis- 
sioner to  China 1423 

negotiate!  a  treaty 1423 

Customhouse  investigation,  answer 
to  inquiries  respecting  powers, 

purposes,  and  objects 1266 

Cuttomhoutey  New  York,  reports  of 

Messn.  Zelly  and  Steuart. ...  1275 
communication  of  B.  F.  Butler.  1277 
supplemental  report  of  W.  M. 

Steuart 1283 

Cyane  and  lievant,  British  ships  of 
war,  taken  by  U.  S.  frigate 
Constitution 369 


374 
376 


•  992 


DaUatf  Alexander  X,  appointed  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury 

recommends  a  national  bank .... 
Vallae,  Oeorge  if.,  presents  memo- 
rial from  U.  S.  bank  for  re- 
charter 

elected  vice-president 1427 

Davis,  John  W.,  elected  speaker. .  ..1543 
Dayton,  Jona.,  elected  speaker. . .  .89, 130 

Danish  vessel,  case  of,  in  1799 162 

indemnity  for  commercial  spoli- 
ation  733 

claims,  commission  to  examine.. 832 
D'A^uiz,  Chevalier,  Spanish  minis- 
ter, letters  respecting  schooner 
AmifUd 1332 


Deaf  and  dumb  asylum,  appropria-       ' 
tionfor 661 

Dearborn,  Henry,  appointed  secretary 

of  war 219 

Debt,  imprisonment  for,  execution  of 
act  for  relief  of  persons  im- 
prisoned (appendix) xxil 

to  the  U.  S.,  release  from,  rec- 
ommended  in    certain  cases 

(Jackson)..: 707 

imprisonment  for,  byU.  States, 
abolished .657,  1164 

Debt,  PtMic  (Washington). 


(35,41,45 
'^49,59,68 


133 


(John  Adams) 111,115 

redaction  of  (Jefferson).  159, 164, 181 
increase  of,  by  purchase  of  Lou- 
isiana   165 

reduction  of...'. 190,  203,  217 

«        «  (Madison) 276,290 

amount  of,  1815 330 

reduction  of.. 337 

increase  of,  by  war  of  1812 426 

reduction  of. 430 

increase  of. 440 

redemption  of. 445,  454,  470 

condition  of,  in  1824 470 

"        «  (J.  Q.  Ad- 
ams)   584,  600,  613,  623,  624 

reduction  of,  in  J.  Q.  Adams's 

administration 670 

remarks  on  (Jackson) 704,  725 

reduction  of,  in  Jackson's  admin- 
istration  704,  725,  763,  875 

extinction  of,  in  Jackson's  admin- 
istration   901,  925 

loan 1259 

new  one  contracted. 1462 

Debts,  State,  amount  of. 1264 

should  be  honorably  redeemed. .  1264 
states  not  bound  for  each  other,.  1264 
Debtors,  Govemmmd,  act  for  relief  of 

insolvent! 983 

lenient  policy  reconmiended.707,  764 
Decatur,  Commodore,  captures  Brit- 
ish frigate 304,  360 

success  against  Algiers 328 

captures  an  Algerine  frigate ....  378 
dictates  terms  of  peace  to  the  dey 

of  Algiers 378 

claims  of  his  heirs,  officers,  and 
crew  recommended  (Jackson)  .714 

Declaration  of  Independence xiii 

noticed 1496 

signers  of. 1515 

Defalcation  of  Swartwout 1 101 

Defalcations,   act   recommended   to 

prevent. • .  1102 

amount  of,  by  gov'ment  officers  .1129 

Defence,  National,  (J.  Adams) 123 

measures  adopted  by  Congress, 
1808 861 
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Dtflmctf  National,  sonrej  of  coast, 

for 427,441 

0Uteof,  ID  1817 542 

investigated  by  Monroe 542 

Ddawart  breakwater 459,  669 

synopsis  of  constitution 1566 

senators  and  represent'ves from.  1529 
Ditnoeratic   Societiet  introdaced    in 

United  States. 85 

debates  on '. 87 

Democratic    party  resolve    on  war 

with  England 348 

Democrats  called  republicans  by  Jef- 
ferson  145 

Denmark,  depredations  on  American 

commerce  (Madison) 282 

C  208,  301,  679 

relations  with . . .  <  733,  757,  782 

(  832,  865,  890 
claims  on  (J.  Q.  Adams). .  .581,  622 

(Jackson) 699 

treaty  with 596 

Departments,  executive  and  judicial,   , 
recommendation    of   enlarge- 
ment of  (J.  Q.  Adams) 592 

Deposites,  U.  S.,  removal  of 837,  1014 

Deposite  system,  bank 837,  935 

Deserters  from  U.  States  army 1485 

Dexter,  Samuelf  appointed  secretary 

of  war 137 

appointed  sec'tary  of  the  treasury.  137 
Ditkerson,  Mahlon,  of  New  Jersey, 
proposition  to  distribute  sur- 
plus revenue 661 

appointed  secretary  of  navy. . . .  1018 

resigns 1 163 

IHplomalic  ministers,  compensation  of.  3 4 
intercourse,  revision  of  laws  rec-     • 

ommended 715 

Diitriimtion  of  Surplue  Revenue,  (Jef- 
ferson)  174 

proposed  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  of 

New  Jersey,  in  senate .661 

recommended  by  Jackson... 705,  740 

Drawback,  system  of,  extended 668 

Drummond,  Oen.,  British  command- 
er in  Canada 367 

Duane,  William  /.,  appointed  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury 1015 

refuses    to  remove    public  de- 
posites from  U.  States  bank. .  1015 
removed  from  office  by  Presi- 
dent Jackson 1015 

jAUiee,  additional,  on  imports,  exten-       ^ 

sion  of  time 319 

on  domestic  manufactures,  when 
appropriate 441 

Eaton,  John  ff,,  appointed  secretary 

of  war 962 

resigns 985 

appointed  minister  to  Spain . .  •  •  1023 
See  Jackstm. 


PAOS. 

EatoHy  General,  hi«   expedition   to 

Tripoli .....180 

detail  of  his  transactions 182 

Ecuador,  treaty  with 1 257 

ratification  of  treaty  with ......  1304 

Education,  national  (Washington) ...  .34 

national  (Madison)..  .283,  332,  336 
public,  encouragement  of  (Jef- 
ferson)  191 

Education,  (Monroe)  amendment  of 
constitution  recommended  to 
encourage  institutions  of  learn- 
ing  402 

(J.  Q.  Adams)  public  land  ap- 
propriated for 661 

Ejectment  suit  recommended  in  or- 
der to  test  validity  of  grant  in 
Louisiana  by  Baron  de  Caron- 
delet  to  Marquis  de  Maison 

Rouge 1283 

Elections,  contested,  Tyler's  rea- 
sons for  not  signing  bill  rela- 
ting to 1314 

Ellmaker,  Amos,  nominated  for  vice- 
president 989 

Embezzlement  of  public  money 1392 

Embargo — see  Restrictions 

Engineer  corps,  increase  of. .938 

England — See    Great    Britain    and 

British  colonies. 
Epervier,  British  sloop-of-war,  taken.. 369 
Erekifu,  Mr.,  British  minister,  his 
arrangement  with  U.   States 
respecting  orders  in  council... 341 
his  acts  disavowed  and  he  re- 
called   by    British     govern- 
ment  278,342 

Essex,  frigate,  captured  by  the  Brit- 
ish  - 321,369 

European  affairs,  effect  of,  in  United 

SUtes 450 

colonization  on  Am.  continent 
in  future,  objected  to  by  Uni- 
ted States  (Monroe). 452,  453,  460 
interference   with    Independent 

states  objected  to  (Monroe)460, 476 
colonial  system  in  America  abol- 
ished, except  by  G.  Britain. . .  .621 
Eustis,  William,  appointed  secretary 

of  war 34 1 

Ewing,  Thomas,  appointed  secretary 

of  the  treasury 1192, 1395 

report  of,  on  fiscal  bank  of  Unitcxl 

States 1400 

his  letter  to  the  president 1409 

resigns 1415 

Example  of  the  United  States  to  other 

nations 450 

Exdieguer  plan  proposed  by  Tyler. .  1261 

bill,  notice  of. 1309 

Exciee  Duty,  (Washington) 40 

appendix zi 

opposed 44,51,54,55 

insuxrection  in  Pennsylvania 83 
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Exiftwt  Paircnage 635,  1202 

interference  with  legislation. . .  1204 
Expenditures,   public,  reduction   of 

(Jefferson) 154 

ExptritnerU  of  a  National  Govern- 
ment aucctisffU  (Washington) . .  68 

(J.Q.  Adams) 576 

Exploralion  of  N.  W.  coast  recom- 
mended by  J.  Q.  Adams 591 

Exploring  Expedition,  western,  rec- 
ommended by  Jefferson,  (ap.) . .  xxv 

results  of 185,  189,  242 

Fremont's,  td  the  Rocky  mount- 
ains, Blc 1469 

to  the  South  seas 628,  689,  1 154 

Exports  should  always  exceed  im- 
ports (J.  Q.  Adams) 623 

Exports  and  Imports,  table  of. 1550 

F. 

Falkland  Islands,  affair  at 1004 

Farewell  Address  (Washington) ..  .69,  91 

reception  by  state  legislatures 91 

(Jackson) 947 

Fast-day  appointed  by  Madison,  by 

recommendation  of  Congress.  .357 

recommended  by  Tyler 1232 

Federal  Party,  origin  of 81 

Federalists^  their  course  on  the  ces- 
sion of  Louisiana 233,  238 

in  Congress  protest  against  the 

war  with  Great  Britain 356 

support  De  Witt    Clinton    for 

president,  1812 357 

cease  opposition  in  Congress,! 815.378 

excluded  from  office  by  Monroe.. 544 

Finance,  plan  prcJposed  by  Tyler. . . .  1261 

Finances  (Washington) . .  36, 43, 45, 49, 59 

(J.  Adams)..  Ill,  115,  120,  123,  127- 

<'«'^--> \\lll^'.lT7 

plan  of  Mr.  Gallatin 363 

course  of  administration  on,  em- 
barrassed condition  of.. .  .360,  363 

/\lnnm^\     5  399,  403, 409.  417,  422 
(Monroe)..  ^  43^'  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^ 

productiye  state  of 448 

unsettled  accounts. 448,  458 

(J.  Q.  Adams)  flourishing  state 

of 583,600,613,622 

(  704,  763,  784,  785, 787 
(Jackson)..^  835,  873,  874,  880,  899 
(  901,  915,  924,  925,  935 
/V«   R«r-.n\  5  ^^76, 1092, 1098, 1120 
(Va..Biiren)J  1132,1139,1143 

fTvler^  <  1258,1267,1287 

^  ^^*^^ i  1305, 1327, 1339 

(Polk) 1461 

Fiteal  Agent,  suggested  by  Tyler. . .  1236 
bank^See  Bank  of  U.  States, 
jear,  change  of  its  termination 

recommended 1089 


Fisheries,  negotiations  respecting. . .  .397 
Flag— See  American  flag. 
Florida,  boundaries  with,  appendix. . . .xx 
proposition  to  purchase  ^or  U. 

States 233 

Mr.  Bidwell's  resolutions  on . . .  .246 
failure  of  attempt  to  purchase. . .  •  248 

East,  expedition  against 398 

Amelia  Island  taken  by  adven- 
turers  398,  406,  407,  549,  550 

cession  of  by  Spain 412,  550 

Spanish  grant  of  land  in 413 

depots  for  smuggling  in 421 

taken  possession  of  by  United 

States 437,  549 

collision   between  the*  governor 

and  judge  of  the  territory  of.  .438 
territorial  government  formed. .  .444 
act     of    Congress     respecting 

wrecks  on  the  coast  of 540 

commission      respecting     land 

claims .....556 

donations  of  lands  to  settlers  in.  .560 

land  titles 606 

invasion  of,  by  General  Jackson, 

in  1814 683 

archives  carried  to  Havana — de- 
manded by  Jackson 782,  866 

admitted  into  the  Union. .  1427,  1508 
senators  and  representatives  from  1 542 
synopsis  of  the  constitution  of..  1571 

Florida  War 1109,  1123,  1152, 1258 

cessation  of  hostilities  recom- 
mended   1277 

termination  of 1304 

Fort  Meigs,  defence  of 1 183 

Fortifications  (Washington) 63 

on  frontier  relinquished  by  O. 

Britain 64 

(J.Adams) 127 

(Jefferson) 156,  215,  247 

message  to  Condiress  on,  1809. .  .218 
(Madison)..  .276,  279,  284,  288,  331 

(Monroe) 394,  409,  418,  423 

extensive  plans  in  progress 423 

system  and  importance  of  <  4.  /  ^^j 

special  message  respecting  those 
of  Dauphin  island  for  defence 

of  southwest  coast 483 

(J.  Q.  Adams).... 586,  603,  616,  627 
appropriations  for  (Jack*  C  '^^^y  "^^^ 

son) i839,90« 

(Van  Buren) 1085,  1105,  1123 

(Tyler) X240,  1264,  1307,  1380 

(Polk) 1469,1478 

Forward,  Walter,  appointed  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury 1418 

resigns. 1422 

Forsyth,  John,  appointed  secretary  of 

state 1018 

Foster,  Mr,,  British  minister  to  Uni- 
ted States 348 

settles  Chesapeake  affair 348 

. o'^ 
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Foflter,  Mr.,  his  correspondence  with 

U.  States  government. . .  .351, 352 
Foundry,  national,  recommended ....  1086 
F<Ne>  Charles  James,  British  minister, 

death  of 250 

consequences  of. 252 

France,    relations    with    (Washing- 
ton)  50,  51,  67,  68 

"  "    (ap.).ix,  xiv,  xix 

Lonis  XVI.  informs  the  presi- 
dent of  liis  acceptance  of  the 
new  constitution,  1791  (ap.). .  ..ix 
C  107,  112,  115 

(J.  Adams) <  116,  117,  118,  122 

(  127,  131,  132,  134 
J.  Adams  appoints  envoys  to.  130, 134 
dissatisfaction  of  the  federalists . .  134 
remonstrance  of  the  president's 

cabinet 134 

difficulties  with,  settled 134 

treaty  with,  ratified 135 

cession  of  Louisiana...  163,  167,  232 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees... 201,  211 

relations  with  (Jefferson) 213 

treaty  ratified 240 

relations  with 256,  260 

decrees  of.  Congress  of  United 
States  adopt  resolutions  against  261 
C  275,  278 
relations  with  (Madison).  <  281,  287 
(  301,  315 
Berlin   and  Milan   decrees  re- 
voked  281,344 

intercourse  with,  restored 281 

reasons  for  not  recommending 

war  with 298 

decree  of  Rambouillet 343 

relations  with  (Monroe).... 421,  466 

tonnage  duty 421 

restrictions  on  trade  with 435 

claims  of  government  on  U.  S. .  ..435 

commercial  treaty  with 443,  558 

American  claims  on 452 

commercial  relations  with 658 

relations    with    (J.     Q.    Ad- 
ams)  581,595,620 

claims  on. 581,  596,  611,  620 

U.  8.  propose  to  submit  claims 

on,  to  arbitration  (Jackson) . .  .698 
relations  (  729,  734,  757,  758,  781 
with  (Jack-^  829,  867,  892,  921,  922 

■on) (  1002,  1013,  1020 

recall  of  Mr.  Livingston  as  min- 
ister to 888 

and  the  United  States,  media- 
tion of  Great  Britain  .920,  938^  959 
C  1072 
relations  with  (Van  Buren) . .  <  1119 
(  1142 
difiiculties  between  France  and 

Mexico 1097 

(  1335 

iwith(Tyler) <  1361 

0373 


Franklin,  Benjamin,  vote  of  thanks 
by  Congress,  for  presentation 
of  his  staff  (special  message) .  1346 
his  plan  of  union  for  the  colonies.  1508 
Fremont's  exploring  expedition    to 

the  Rocky  mountains,  &.c. ...  1469 
French  revolution,  influence  of  in  U.  S.  84 

colors,  presentation  of. 89 

"      (appendix) xvi,  xix 

spoliations  on   American  com- 
merce (appendix) xiv,  xix 

spoUfitions    on  American  com- 
merce (J.  Adams)...  115,  116,  118 
republic,  mission  to  (J.  Adams)..  127 

**      hostilities  with 131, 132 

claims  (American)  assumed  by 

the  convention  with  France. .  .181 
republic  cedes  Louisiana  to  U.  8.232 

•*      treaty  ratified 240 

spoliations,  American  claims  for. 452 
indemnity  for  spoliations. .  .734,  915 

«        payment  of 921 

vessels,  special  message  in  rela- 
tion to  tonnage  duties 1350 

Frolic,  British  sloop-of-war,  capture 

of 304 

Fund,  navy-pension 1240 

land,  pledge  of,  recommended  j  :r?| 

Funds,  Public,  provision  in  relation  to .  876 

care  of 905,  1077 

disposition  of. 925 

distribution  of. 929,  1020,  1025 

condition  of 1051 

See  finances  and  public  debt. 

G.  • 

Gaillard,  John,  president  pro  tem., 

of  senate 376 

Gaines,  Greneral,  his  success  in  Can- 
ada  320,367 

Gallatin^   Jlbert,   secretary   of   the 

treasury 220 

certifies  that  accounts  of  his  pre- 
decessors were  correct 231 

favors    renewal  United    States 

bank 345 

opposed  to  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain   348 

appointed  commissioner  to  Ghent  .362 

lus  nomination  rejected 363 

*'           renewed  and  con- 
firmed  366 

office  of  secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury declared   vacant  by  his 

absence *.     374 

appointed  minister  to  G.  Britain .  1551 
Galveston,  piratical  and  smuggling  es- 
tablishment at 399 

considered  as  part  of  Louisiana.. 399 

,  establishment  broken  up 479 

Genet,  Mr.,  arrival  of,  in  U.  States. . . .  S4 
institutes  democratic  societies. ... 85 
his  course  in  the  United  States.  •  ••8o 
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PAGB. 

fTtot^ia^  state  of,  relations  with  In- 
dians (Wasliington)  (apMIx)  iv,  xv 

(Jefferson) 18],  181 

land  claims  in  Mississippi  (Mad- 

i8on>. 340 

(Monroe) 482 

difficulties  with  Creek  Indians 

(Adams) 642 

Cherokee  and  Creek  question.  •  .651 

course  of  Governor  Troup 652 

removal  of  Cherokees  (  762, 791, 936 
and  Creeks  (Jackson)  (  968, 983 
senators  and  representatives...  1535 

synopsis  of  constitution 1570 

Germanic  confederation 1336 

Germany,  relations  with 1073,  1142 

Gerry,  JI2&ruige,. appointed  envoy  to 

France '. 130 

his  course  on  that  occasion 130 

nominated  for  vice-president. . .  .356 
elected  <<  ....360 

death  of. 376 

Cfheni,  United  States  commissioners  to 

meet  at,  appointed 363 

British  conmiissioners 371 

negotiations  at 371 

treaty  of  peace  at 325,  375 

commercial  treaty  at 375 

questions  under  treaty  of  (Mon- 
roe)  397 

GiUSf  Wm.  B.,  opposes  answer  to 

Washington's  last  speech 92 

opposes  Madison's  nominations.. 375 
Gilmer,  Th(nniu  W,,  appointed  seo- 

retary  of  the  navy 1423 

Tyler's  special  mes^ge  in  re- 
lation to  death  of 1349 

Gilpin,  Henry  D.,  appointed  attorney- 
general 1169 

Gold  and  silver — see  coins,  currenpy, 

and  specie. 
Government,  seat  of  national,  located 

by  Washington  (appendix). vi,  xvi 

removal  to  Washington.. .  |  J^'^  J^ 

debtors— see  debtors. 
Granger,  Francis,  nominated  for  vice- 
president 1024 

election  decided  by  the  senate, 
in  favor  of  R.  M.  Johnson. . .  1024 

appointed  postmaster-general.^  J^g^ 

resigns 1416 

Granger,  Gideon,  poetmaster-genl.  j  |^g 

opposes   Madison's  administra- 
tion  375 

removal  as  postmaster-general.  ..374 
Great  Britain,  relations  with  (Wash- 
ington)  51,61,64 

(appendu^ iii,  vii,  xiii,  xxiii 

conduct  or  British  naval  officers^ 
1798  (appendix) xxiii 

Jay's  treaty  with 61 


PAOB. 

Great   Britain,  payment  of  indem- 
nity  114 

N.  E.  boundary  (J.  Adams) 120 

relations  with 120,  122,  126 

novel  principles  of  blockade 
avowed  and  practised  by  (Jef- 
ferson)  184 

impressment  of  U.  S.  seamen  by.  184 

«»iot;ft««  wifW     5  187,  212,  214 

relations  with..  ^  j^^,  200,  201,  207 

orders  in  council ..201,207 

«  '«     effect  of,  on  U. 

States  trade 201 

import  of  certain  goods  from, 

prohibited 247 

treaty  with,  negotiated  by  Messrs. 

Monroe  and  Pinkney 250 

rejected  by  Mr.  Jefferson 251 

effects  of  rejection 252 

change  in  cabinet,  by  death  of 

Mr.  Fox 262 

ministers  of,  refuse  to  renew  ne- 
gotiations   on    basis    of  the 

treaty 252,  253 

ministers'  views  on  impressment 

of  seamen 252 

affair  of  the  attack  on  the  Ches- 
apeake frigate 253 

settlement  of  the  Chesapeake 

affair 254,343 

orders  in  council 255 

proposals  to  withdraw  orders  in 

council  (Madisin) 275 

orders  in  council  not  revoked.. .  .277 

negotiations  with .>....  278 

non-intercourse  with,  restored. .  .277 
Mr.  Erskine's  arrangement. 275, 341 

Mr.  Erskine  recalled 278,  342 

Mr.  F.  J.Jackson,  president  re- 
fuses to  conmiunicate  with  278, 342 
relations  with  (Jefferson).  ..281,  286 
refuses  to  revoke  orders  in  coun- 
cil  281,344,346 

orders  in  council  not  revoked. . . .  286 

affair  of  the  ship  Little  Beit 287 

alleged  intrigues  of  agents,  to 
separate  New  England  ih>m 

the  Union 291 

summary  of  aggressions  by 293 

war  with,  recommended  by  pres- 
ident (Madison) 293 

importation     of    manufactures 

from,  in  1812 303 

commercial  relations  with.  .334,  340 
views  of  government  on  difficul- 
ties with  the  United  States.. .  .352 

orders  in  council  repealed 355 

course  of,  after  United  States  de- 
clare war 357 

government  manifesto  issued. . .  .357 
declines  Russian  mediation. 3 12,  362 

negotiations  with .319 

her  advantages,  from  successes 
in  Europe 380 
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OritU  Britain,  treaty  of  peace  with 

at  Ghent 325,  375 

commercial  treaty  with.  328,  375, 379 
offers  direct  negotiation  for  peace  .362 
relationa  with  (Mon-  (  397,  416,  429 

roe) i  452,  466 

intercourse  with  colonies  of 416 

commission  for  claims  on,  under 

Russian  mediation 453 

various  boundary  questions  with. 467 

colonial  trade 466 

negotiations    respecting    slave- 
trade 467 

relations  with  (J.  Q.  (  582,  598,  608 

Adams) (  620,  644,  662 

settlement  of  claims  on,  by  treaty 

of  Ghent 608 

boundary  question  with. . .  .609,  669 

relations  with— (  698,  728,  730,  732 

( Jackson),.. .<  735,  755,  757,  781 

(  865,  889,  922,  978 

-      /Vn   Bnrpn^       5  ^<>^5,  1071,  1113 

(VanBuren)..^  1117,1141 

1^  1253,1267,1268,1290, 
1301,  1319,  1329 
1333,  1347,  1371 
1389,  1419,  1421 

(Polk) 1453,  1475,  1478 

m^iation  of,  between    France 

and  United  States 920 

American  claims,  under  British 

tarifl'  laws ; ...  1335 

Washington  tr«ity,  respecting  N. 

£.  boundary 1290,  1329, 1421 

affair  of  Alexander  Mc  5  1233,  1253 

Leod i  1290,  1419 

QTi€c§f  sympathy   of  United  States 

for 449,  459,  460,  475 

relations  with 1074 

Grenada,  New — see  New  Grenada. 
Greenhough,  special  message  in  rela- 
tion to  hia  statue  of  Washing- 
ton  1243 

Griawold,  Roger,  appointed  by  J.  Ad- 
ams, secretary  of  war 137 

Orundyy  Filix,  appointed  attorney- 
general 1169 

resigns 1 1 69 

QmnUmaUiy  commercial  relations  with  468 

See  Central  America. 
Ouerriere,  British   frigate,   capture 

of 300 

Gwtboati  recommended  (Jefferson). .  »243 

appropriation  for 165,  247,  250 

advantages  of 172 

addi^onal,  recommended....  179,  188 

information  respecting 198 

number  required  for  defence 199 

operations  of. 202 

progress  of  building 215 

■yitem,  public  opinion  on 244 

opposed  by  navy  officers 244 

advocated  by  Thomas  Paine 244 

to  be  laid  up  (Madison) 276 


H. 

Habersham,  Joseph,  appointed  post- 
master-general   2547 

resigns 220 

Hamiltotiy  Jlexander,    secretarj    of 

the  treasury S2 

financial  measures  of 82 

report  on  finances 87 

resigns .87 

his  pamphlet  against  Adams. ....  13€ 
Hamilton,  Pauly  secretary  of  the  nav7.^41 

resigns 361 

Hanse-Towns,  commercial  relationa - 

with 468,612 

Harbor  Bill,   eastern,  Tyler's   veto 

of,  1844 1366 

Harbors     and    Rivera,    survey     o£ 

Presque  Isle  (Erie) 459 

improvement  of  various 471 

surveys  of  various. 627 

bills  vetoed  by  Jackson.735,  977,  995 

pocket  veto  by  Tyler 1428 

See  internal  improvements. 
Harrisburg     convention     nominates 

Harrison  for  presidency.!  166,  1189 

Harriton,  biography  of 1171 

conmiission  of  ensign  by  Wash- 
ington  1 172 

promoted  to  rank  of  captain . . . .  1174 
appointed  ex  officio  lieut.  govern- 
or of  Northwest  territory ....  1174 
elected    delegate    to    Congress 

in  1799 1174 

appointed  governor  of  Indisina 

territory 1175 

appointed  Indian  commissioner.  1175 

gains  battle  of  Tippecanoe 1 179 

defends  Fort  Meigs 1 183 

gains  battle  of  the  Thames. ....  1185 
receives  vote  of  thanks   from 

Congress 1186 

elected  representative  to   Con- 
gress, 1816 1187 

«      to  senate  of  Ohio 1188 

<*  "       «  (J.  States 1188 

appointed  minister  to  Colombia 

in  1828 1188 

nominated  for  presidency,  1835.1189 
«  «  "         1839.1189 

causes  of  his  nomination 1166 

elected  in  1840 1189 

inaugurated  president,  1841 ....  1190 
issues  proclamation    for    extra 

session  of  Congress 1 193 

death  of,  April,  1841 i]94 

personal  appearance  and  char- 
acter  ^1196 

inaugural  address • 1 197 

opinions  on  veto  power 1200 

*'        <'  executive  patronage.  1202 
«        "         «*    interference 

with  legblation 1204 

proclamation!  March,  1841 1210 
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fairuoiiy  Tyler's  recommendation  of 

fast-day  on  death  of 1232 

Tyler's  special  message  in  rela- 
tion to  remains  of. 1242" 

Hartford  convention 369 

Havre^  steamers  between  New  York 

and,  proposed 1361 

Hayti,  non-intercourse  with 247 

political  condition  of 637 

Anry,  John,  his  disclosures  respect- 
ing alleged  British  intrigues 

against  the  Union 291 

his  intrigues  in  New  England. .  .349 
receives  secret  service  money. .  .350 

effects  of  his  disclosures 351 

Henry,  Patrick,  appointed  envoy  to 

France,  and  declines 134 

approves  of  J.  Adams's  adminis- 
tration  134 

Htnahawy  David,  appointed  secretary 

of  the  navy 1423 

rejected  by  the  senate 1423 

Historical  sketch  of  American  Union.  1493 

table  of  events 1583 

Hitchcock,  Lieut.  Col.,  reasons  for 
not  communicating  reports  in 

relation  to  Cherokee  war 132 

Holland,  loans  in 36,  40,  45,  49 

**      <rappendix xiv 

relations  with. 468, 518, 865, 890, 922 

^*  **  appendix xiv 

claims  on 581 

See  Netherlands. 

Home  Departmeni  (Washington) 66 

(Madison) 336 

^J.  Q.  Adams) 592 

Hospital,  Marine— -See  Marine  Hos- 
pital. ^ 

HuUy  General,  invades  Canada 288 

surrenders  to  the  British. . .  .299, 360 
HuU^  Captain,  of  U.  States  frigate 
Constitution,  captures  British 

frigate  Guerriere 300,  360 

Hun^reys,  David,  confidential  agent 
to  Spain  (Washington),  appen- 
dix  viii 

appointed  minister  to  Portugal, 

appendix viii 

minister  to  Spain 1552 


lUifioU  admitted  into  the  Union  J  ^^\%l 

senators  and  representatives  of.  1541 

synopsis  of  constitution  of. 1577 

Imaum  of  Muscat^  present  to  presi- 
dent of  U.  States  by. .  ..1140,  1359 

Impeachment  of  Judge  Chase 241 

Pickering , 241 

Peters 242 

Peck 981 

ImprestTnent  qfJmerican  Seamen  by 
Great  Britain,  remonstrances 
against '•  •  184 


Impre$$meni  of  Jmeriean   Seamen, 

views  of-  British  cabinet  on. .  .252 
cause  of  the  continuance  of  the 

war  of  1812 308,  359 

treaty  of -Ghent  silent  on 375 

Impritonment  foe  debt — See  debt, 
of  citizens   of  Maine    in    the 
British  provinces,  on  north- 
eastern boundary 1001 

Inaugural  Jddreesea,  Washington.  .31,  84 

John  Adams 103 

Jefferson 149,  173 

Madison 306,  373 

Monroe 391,  426 

John  Quincy  Adams 575 

Jackson 695,  826 

Van  Buren 1045 

Harrison 1 197 

Tyler 1229 

Polk 1439 

inauguration  of  Washington 88 

John  A4ams 129 

Jefferson  .'. 219 

Madison 341 

Monroe 541 

John  Quincy  Adams. '• 649 

Jackson 961 

Van  Buren 1157 

Harrison  and  Tyler 1 190 

Polk 1437 

Indemnity  for  spoHatione,  Danish. . . .733 

French 734, 915,  921 

to  citizens  for  depredations  of 

United  States  troops 938 

Sicilian 866 

Mexican J389,  1475 

Venezuela,  for  brig  Morris. . . .  1384 

Independence,  declaration  of. xiii 

a  national  act '. 1499 

signers  of. 1515 

Independent  Treasury  recommended 

by  Van  Buren 1055 

passed  by  the  senate,  and  reject- 
ed by  house  of  representatives.!  161 

finally  passed  both  houses 1 169 

act  repealed 1407 

recommended  by  Polk 1465 

Indiana  admitted  into  the  Union.382, 1508 
senators  and  representatives  from  1541 
synopsis  of  constitution  of. .... .  1576 

Indian  Affairs  noticed  5  34,  37,  39,  41, 42 

by  Washington  J  48,  49,  59, 63,  64' 

appendix. i,  ii,  iii,  iv,  v,  vi,  x,  xiii,.xv 

(John  Adams) 114 

appendix xxii 

(  153,  159,  161,  163,  167 

(Jefferson)  <  171, 174,  180,  181,  189 

i  201,206,207 

/M.H«««x  5  ^79,  282,  288,  290 

(Madison) |  g^j'^  gjg^  ggg^  334 

(  395,  399,  400,  409 
(Monroe) \  i2i,  431,  446,  455 

(  472,  476,  482 

(J.  Q.  Adams)  585, 615, 626, 642, 65S 
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UM^  AlFniTM  ^  Ja^V  <  '^^^  ^4^'  ^«2>  766 
HdMi^AffaxT$,  (JackO  ^^^  ^g,^  gg^'  g^^ 

■**''^ ^    908,936,999 

(yaiiBiiren)..1086,  1105,  1123,  1152 

(Tyler) 1258,  1304,  1339,  1381 

(Polk) '1469, 1470,  1479 

Iwiiofn  depredaiioM,  dtfence  against  34, 37 

appendix ii  zv 

excited  by  Spain,  appendix x 

.     Winnebago  tribe 615 

Sacs  and  Foxes,  (Black  Hawk 

war) 999 

See  Florida  and  Seminoles. 
Xmiiant,  civilization  of  r  Wa8hington)63, 64 
banefal  effects  or  intemperance 

on  (Jefferson) 162 

civilization  of. 174,  180,  218 

(Madison)   employed  by  Great 
Britain  against  the  U.  Sutes.  .299 

iMrbarons  warfare  of. 313 

war  with  Creek  tribe  of. 313 

distressed  condition  oi^  in  Michi- 
gan  319 

hostile  tribes  of^  snbdaed,  1814.  .321 

(Monroe)  civilization  of.  j  gjg'  ^ 

in  Florida  should  be  renwved . . .  .446 
removal  of,  to  territory  west  of 
the   Mississippi    recommend- 
ed  477,636,637 

Ueaty  with  Creeks  and  Chero- 

kees 482 

(J.  Q.  Adams)  treaties  with.685,  652 

civilisation  of. 604,  653 

Creeks  in  Georgia  ask  protection 

of  United  States 642 

plan  for  removal  of 652 

relief  to  the  Florida  tribes 654 

(Jackson)  Creeks  and  Cherokees 
of  Georgia  advised  to  emigrate. 710 

condition  and  destiny  of 709 

Seneca  tribe  of,  affairs 709 

discussion  of  policy  of  U.  States 

toward 710 

removal  of. 746,  938 

(Van  Buren)  removal  of,  com- 
menced by  Jefferson,  1804. . .  1086 

removal  of 1086,  1105,  1152 

hduiiry^   Natumaly    encouragement 

of  (Washington) 34 

J.  Q.  Adams's  remarks  on. ... .  .624 

connexion  of  agriculture,  manu- 
factures, and  commerce 624 

See  manufactures  and  protection. 
IngersoU,  Jared,  nominated  for  vice- 
president 357 

ingkam^  8amH  D.,  appointed  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury 962 

resigns 985 

Inturrection  in  Pennsylvania 51,  54 

suppressed 88 

second  do.  suppressed 133 

in  Canada. 1163 

in  Rhode  Island ...1350 


Internal  ImprcvetuniM^  Bfadison  rec- 
ommends canal  proposed  by 

New  York. 291 

recommended  generally.. . . .  332, 335 

vetoes  a  bill  for 382 

appendix xxviii 

(Monroe) 394,402,447 

amendment  of  constitution  pro- 

.    posed  to  authorize 402,447 

national  system  of,  considered 

unconstitutional 447 

surveys    and    works   in    prog- 
ress  471,472 

extension  of^  recommended 478 

Cumberland  road  bill  veto 491 

Monroe's  views  as  to  the  powers 

of  Congress  on 492 

when  considered  constitutional.. 520 

when  unconstitutional 520,  529 

enumeration  of  roads  opened. . .  •  521 
advantages  of  a  national  system 

of 630,531,533 

not  made  under  colonial  govern- 
ments  530 

surveys  of  canal  routes  for 539 

importance  of. *  . . .  539 

sanctioned  by  Congress  ....  539,  552 
'*        by  Monroe,  after  a 

change  of  his  views 560 

(J.  Q.  Adams)  opinions  on 579 

subscription  to  Chesapeake  and 

Delaware  canal 584,  654 

canals,  roads,  and  harbors 586 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal 586 

importance  of. ,  •  .590 

surveys  of  roads  and  canals.  603, 615 
««       of  works  in  progress ....  627 

^  .    of  various  works 654  ' 

encouraged  by  Congress 658 

appropriations  for 661,  662,  668 

(Jackson)  veto  of  the  Maysville 

road  biU 719,  976 

debates  in  Congress  on 977 

views  of  the  constitutional  pow- 
ers of  the  federal  govem't  on.. 720 
explanations  of  the  president  on 
signing  Detroit  and  Chicago 

roadbUl 719 

summary  of  views  of  Jefferson, 

Madison,  and  Monroe  on 721 

two  millions  and  a  half  appro- 
priated for  Cumberland  road, 

in  23  bills 721 

discussions    and  (  765,  782,  788, 793 
appropriations  (  976,982,994,1013 
(Van  Buren)  appropriations  for.  1163 
(Tyler)  improvement  of  harbors 

and  rivers 1307,  1345,  1383 

bills     for     appropriations    ve- 
toed  1366,1428 

Inveniiotu,  encouragement  of  (Wash- 
ington)  34 

revision  of  laws  (J.  Q.  Adams)..  593 
See  patent  oAcd* 
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TAQM, 
J. 

Jmfkton,  Jndrew,  biography  of. .  .671,  694 
elected  delegate  to  state  oonTen- 

tion.  of  Tenneuee 674 

elected  first   representative   in 
Congress  (house  of  rep'tives) 

from  Tennessee 074 

his  vote  on  answer  to  Washing- 
ton's speech 675 

elected  to  U.  States  senate. . .  •  • .  675 

his  duel  with  Dickinson 677 

his  connexion  with  the  expedi- 
tion of  Colonel  Bnrr 677 

first  named  by  Borr  for  presi- 
dent  678,690 

military  career   from    1812  to 

1815 ..678,690 

appointed  major-general,  in  U.  . 

States  army 682 

his  victory  at  New  Orleans 689 

his  advice  to  President  Monroe, 

in  selecting  his  cabinet 545 

Seminole  war 549,  691,  692 

investigation  in  Congress.  .^SdO,  692 
appointed  governor  of  Florida . . .  692 
declines  appointment  of  minister 

to  Mexico 693 

nominated  for  president,  1822,.  ..693 

elected  to  U.  States  senate 693 

votes  for  protective  tariff  of  1824.693 
defeated  at  presidential  election, 

1825, 693 

visited  by  La  Fayette 693 

inquiry  in  Congress,  respecting 
the  execution  of  six  militiamen, 

by  his  orders •  •  665 

elected  president  in  1828.  ...667,  693 

re-elected    <<        in  1832 694 

inauguration  of. 961 

administration .961 

cabinet , 962 

his  quarrel  with  vice-president 

Calhoun. 971, 983 

dissolution  of  the  "  unit'*  cabinet  985 

"       causes  of. 986 

Gen.  Jackson's  remarks  on  the 

subject 985 

new  cabinet  formed 987 

addresses  and  messages 695-960 

inaugural  address 695 

second  inaugural  address 826 

farewell  address 947 

retires  to  private  life 694 

character  of  his  administration.  1026 

death 694 

personal  appearance  and  charac- 
ter  694 

Jmktony  Francis  James,  British  min- 

ifter  to  United  States 342 

dispute  with  U.  S.  government..  .342 
President  Madison  refuses  to  re- 
ceive communications  from  278, 342 
recalled  by  British  government.. 342 
resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  943 


Jails,  prisoners  in.  Congress  advised 
to  make  provision  for  mainte- 
nance of  (appendix) xvii 

Java,  British  frigate,  capture  of 305 

/ay,  John,  his  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain noticed 61 

chief-justice  supreme  court 82 

special  minister  to  Great  Britain.. 86 

negotiates  a  treaty 86 

Washington  refuses  to  house  of 
representatives    copy    of  in- 
structions to,  respecting  treaty 
with  Great  Britain  (app'dix).  .xvii 
Jefferson,  Thomas,  biography  of. .... .  139 

appointed  secretary  of  state...  82,  144 
his  report  on  commercial  rela- 
tions  85 

opposes  bank  of  U.  States 144 

resigns  as  secretary  of  state 85 

organizes  opposition  to  Washing- 
ton's administration 145 

gives  the  opposition  the  name  of 

republicans 145 

character  of,  by  Mr.  Wirt 141 

«  by  Mr.  Webster....  145 

nominated  for  president 145 

elected  vice-president,  1797 145 

«      president,  1801, 145 

re-elected  president,  1804.., 145,  243 

second  inauguration 244 

retires  from  public  life,  1809. ...  145 
his  extensive  correspondence. . . .  145 
sells  his  library  to  Congress 146 

establishes  university  of  Yii^ittia  146 

death 146 

character  and  personal  appear- 
ance  "...•• 146 

addresses  and  messages 149-218 

inaugural  address 149 

second  inaugural  address.  .• 173 

reasons  for  communicating  with 
Congress  by  message. . .  •  152,  229 

policy  reconunended  by 161 

his  farewell  to  Congress 217 

administration  of. 219 

inauguration • 219 

cabinet < 219 

his  course  as  to  removals  from 

office 220 

his  letter  to  citizens  of  New  Ha- 
ven  220 

withholds    certain  commissions 

signed  by  Mr.  Adams 22S 

extracts  from  his  letters,  after 
the   presidential   election    of 

1801 222,225 

writes  R.  R.  Livingston,  on  the 

cession  of  Louisiana 232 

considers  the  annexation  of  Lou- 
isiana to  the  United  States  as 

unconstitutional 239 

lus  administration  opposed    by 
certain  Virginia  demi^crals. .  • .  248 
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J^tnom^  ThmuUf  expresses  a  desire 
for  permanent  peace  with  G^ 

Britain 249 

rejects  Monroe  and  Pinkney's 

treaty 25 1 

justified  by  the  democratic  party. 251 
complained  of  by  Monroe  and 

Pinkney 252 

instnictions  to  Mr.  Monroe 253 

recommends  emban^o 252 

his  remarks  on  embargo 259 

declines  a  third  election  to  the 

presidency,  and  retires 264 

character  and  results  of  his  ad- 
ministration  264 

effects  of  his  policy  on  army  and 

navy. 347 

recommends  western  exploring 
expedition  across  the    conti-"" 

nent  (appendix) xxt 

system  of  removing  the  Indians 

commenced  by « .  171,  1086 

Johnson,  Cave,  appointed  postmaster- 
general 1438 

Mmon^  R.  M,,  exploit  of,  in  Canada  1185 
advocates  non-imprisonment  for' 

debt  by  United  States 557 

cabinet  pacificator 986 

nominated  for  vice-president  by 

democratic  convention 1020 

resolt  of  election  by  the  people ; 

no  choice  of  vice-president.  ..1024 
elected    vice-president    by    the 

senate 1024 

democratic  convention  of  1840 
decline  nominating  a  candi- 
date for  vice-president 1 168 

receives  48  votes  for  re-election 

against  246  for  others 1 169 

Jones,  Capt.  Jacob,  captures  British 

sloop-of-war  Frolic 304,  360 

Jones,   William,    secretary    of  the 

navy 360 

Jones,  John  W.,  elected  speaker. . . .  1422 

Jones,  Captain  Thomas  Ap  Catesby, 

seizes  the  town  of  Monterey, 

in  California,  without  orders, 

for  which  he  is  recced  from 

the  Pacific 1328 

Judiciary  (Washington) 37,  44 

(J.Adams) 122,  126 

act  of  1 80 1  passed 137 

six  circuits  (three  judges  each) 

established 137 

^ midnight  judges''  appointed. . ..  137 

revision  of  (Jefierson) 156 

repeal  of  act  of  1 80 1 230 

revision  of  (Madison) 336 

«  (Monroe) 476 

<«         (J.  Q.  Adams) 618 

'  Mn  to  amend  lost 658 

recommendation  to  revise  and  ex- 
tend (Jackson)..712,  765,  792,  913 
(VanBuren) 1125 


KendaU,  Jmot,  appointed  postmaster- 
general.^ 1020,  1023 

resigns 1169 

Kentucky  applies  for  admission  into 

the  Union 36 

forms  a  constitution 45 

admitted  into  the  Union 83 

synopsis  of  constitution 1595 

senators  and  representatives  . . .  1538 
Kingf  Rufui,  appointed  minister  to 

6.  Britain 90 

federal  candidate  for  vice-presi- 
dent, 1804  and  1808 243,  260 

<<  <'    for  president,  1816.381 

bis  services  in  U.  States  senate 

in  favor  of  commerce 558 

his  proposal  in  the  senate  for 
the  emancipation  of  slaves  by 
funds  from  sales  of  public  lands  562 
Kitchen  cabinet,  origin  of  the  term...  984 
Knox,  Henry,  appointed  secretary  of 

war 82 

resigns % . . .  • 87 


Lande,  Public,  (Washington) 39,  42 

(Jefferson) 155 

proceeds    of,  appropriation    for 

Education  ( Jeffersofi) .191 

surveyed  for  soldiers'  t>ounties..353 
(Monroe)  extensive  additions  to.. 400 
views  of  national  policy  respect- 
ing   400 

large  amounts  due  by  purchasers .  423 

relief  to  purchasers  of 423,  560 

credit  system  abolished,  and  price 

fixed  at  $1,25  per  acre 552 

proposition  of  Rufus  King 562 

(J.Q.Adams) 584,618 

cost  of. 618 

amount  of  purchases  and  sales.  ..618 

relief  to  purchasers 6 18,  630 

appropriation  of. 659 

appropriated  for  education 661 

grants  of,  for  internal  improve- 

menta 662,668 

(Jackson)      sales  (    704,  750,  763 

of I  787,900 

payment  to  be  made  in  specie.  ..933 

sold  to  actual  settlers 933 

discussion  on,  in  senate 969 

bill  to  reduce  price  of,  referred 

to  committee 993 

report  of  committee  in  favor  of 
a  division  of  the  proceeds 
from  the  sales  for  internal  im- 

proveipent,  &c. .  # 994 

distribution  of  proceeds  of,  pro- 
posed  1012 

Mr.  Clay's  bill 994,  1012,  1020 

veto  of,  by  Jackson 1012 

appendix • xzz 

(Van  Buren)  remarks  on.  1080,  11(77 
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Xovdf,  Public,  diflcrimination  in  re- 
gard to  price  of  different  qual- 
ities  1082 

pre-emption  (Van  Buren) 1085 

amounts  paid  Indian  tribes  for..  1107 
proceeds  of  distribution  of,  how 

affected  by  tariff  (Tyler) ....  1259 
Tyler's  reasons  for  not  signing 

bUl 1314 

distribution  biH  passed. .  • 1419 

(Tyler)  remarks  on.  1236»  1272,  1340 

(Polk)        «         " 1467 

Land    Fund,    pledge    of,   recom-C  1273 

mended  (Tyler) (  1312 

Lands,  Mineral,  change  in  manage- 
ment of,  recommended  (Polk).  1468 
La  Fayette,  invitation  by  Congress    ' 

to  Tisit  United  States. 474 

arrival  and  reception  of. '. .  .474,  562 
President  Adams  takes  leave  of.  .654 

death  of. 863,887 

<<        general  orders  on  ac- 
count of • 864 

La  Fayette,  Geo.  Washington,  pre- 
sents to  Congress  the  declara- 
tion of  independence  engraved 

on  copper • 887 

Langdon,  Jtkn,  elected  president  pro 

tern,  of  the  senate • 81 

declines    nomination    for   vice- 
president 356 

Lawrence,  Capt.,  captures  a  British 

sloop-of-war 309 

Lawrence,  Wm.  B.,  his  claim  for  out- 
fit as  charg^  d'affaires  at  Lon- 
don refused  by  Jackson 717 

Lead  Mines,  appointment  of  a  super- 
intendent of,  recommended. . .  •  447 
Leavenworth,  Col.,  suppresses  Indi- 
an hostilities 455 

Lee,  Charles,  appointed  attorney-gen- 
eral  87 

Legacy,  Smithson's — See  Smithsoni- 
an legacy. 
Zegar€,  Hugh  S,,  appointed  attorney- 
general • 1418 

appointed  acting  sec'ry  of  state. .  1422 

death  and  character  of 1422 

Zewis  and  Clarke's  Expedition  to  the 

Pacific 185,  189,  242 

Jefferson's  special  message  on, 

appendix. • xzv 

Lexington  Turnpike — See  Maysville. 
Liberia,  United  States  establishment 

on  the  coast  of  Africa 482 

Licences,  Foreign,  for  American  ves- 
sels, prohibition  of,  recom- 
mended (Madison) 289 

acceptance  of,  prohibited 302 

Life  of  Washington. 25 

John  Adams • ... .95 

Jefferson 139 

Madison 269 

Monroe. ••••..•.383 


PAoa. 

Life  of  John  Quincy  Adams 563 

Jackson 671 

Van  Buren 1029 

Harrison 1171 

Tyler 1211 

Polk 1429 

Lighthouse  Establishment  (Washing- 
ton), appendix xi 

(J.Q.  Adams)..... 586 

(Jackson) .736 

.    bill  making  appropriation    for, 
returned  by  Jackson  at  the 
nex^t  session  after  its  passage.  .735 
Limitations,  repeal  of  statute  of,  rec- 
ommended  .945 

Lincoln,  Levi,  attorney-general 219 

Literature,  encou^^ementof  (Wash- 
ington)  34 

Livingston,  Edward,  appointed  secre- 
tary of  state 987 

appointed  minister  to  France.. .  1014 
Livingston,  Robert  R.,  appointed  min- 
ister to  France,  James  Monroe 

associated  with  him 233 

and  Monroe  negotiate  the  treaty 

for  purchase  of  Louisiana 234 

Loans    in    Holland    (Washing.  $  36, 40 

ton) I  45,49 

from  U.  States  bank 45,  49 

for  war  with  G.  Britain. . ,  .310,  322 

of  three  mlllioi^,  in  1820 423 

negotiation  of,  in  1821 439 

Locofocos,  origin  of  the  term  ....>..  1398 
Louisiana,  cession  of,  by  Spain   to 

France  (Jefferson).. 158 

purchase  of. 163 

cost  of  purchase 165 

treaty  ratified 167 

taken  possession  of  by  U.  States.  168 

limits  undefined 170 

government  of,  organized 171 

importance  of  acquisition  of 174 

Sabine  river  assumed  as  bounda- 
ry of,  with  Spaii^ 187 

troops  required  for 188 

particulars  of  the  cession  of,  by 
France  to  United  States.  .232,  239 

treaty  of  cession  of,  ratified 240 

admitted  into  the  Union 352 

land  titles 606 

appendix • xxxiv 

Tyler's  special  message  respect- 
ing the  Maison  Rouge  claim 

for  grant  of  land  in 1283 

senators  and  representatives. . .  1537 
synopsis  of  constitution  of.  1573,  1591 
Louisville  and  Portland  canal  com- 
pany, bill    authorizing    sub- 
scription to  stock  of,  returned 
by  Jackson  without  signing  735,977 

M. 

MacDonough,  Com.,  captures  British 

fleet  on  Lake  Champlain.  .321|  367 
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If  Medouuiy  Mtish  fiigste^  capture 

of. 304 

MuetMy   Nathamd,    elected    speak- 

er 229,240,246 

president  pro  tern,  of  senate 654 

Maduomy  Jamet^  biography  of. 267 

his  plaa  for  a  eoastitntion 268 

•appoits  the  United  States  eon- 

•titmion 268,270 

defeated  in  election  for  U.  States 

senate 270 

elected  to  hoase  of  representa- 

tiTCS  in  1st  Congress 270 

acts  with  the  anti-federal  party.  .271 
resolutions  on  commercial  rela- 
tions     • . . 271 

elected  to  Virginia  legislatiire...271 

resolntioDs  on  states'  rights 271 

appointed  secretary  of  state .  219, 271 
instructions  to  John  Aimstiong.  .260 

nominated  for  president 260 

elected  president 260,  271 

te-elected    ^       360 

faTors  enconragemeat  of  manu- 
factures  272 

changes  his  views  on  national 

bank 272 

addresses  and  messages. . • .  .273, 340 

first  inaugural  address 273 

•eeonddo.    «<      306 

vetoes     two     bills     respecting 

churches 285,  286 

▼etoes  district  eonrt  bill 292 

"    aaturalixation  law 304 

<<    United  States  bank 323 

waiTCs  the  question  of  constitu- 
tionality of  U.  a  bank 323 

farewell  to  Congress....; 337 

state  of  the  country  at  the  close 

of  his  administration  . « 338 

administration  of. 341 

inauguration  of. 34 1 

second     <<        361 

cabinet 341,348 

his  effoits  to  conciliate  France.. 345 
his  administratiott  censure!  by 

federal  party 345 

policy  on  foreign  relations 347 

**    changed  by  advice  of  Clay, 

Calhoun,  &c 347 

opposed  to  declaration  of  war 

with  Great  Britain 348 

aequiesees    finally    in   warlike 

measures 348 

appcMnts  a  day  of  fasting  and 

prayer  on  account  of  war 357 

opposition  to  his  administration 

by  some  of  the  democrats 375 

embarrassing  effects  of  do 375 

changes  his  opinion  on  United 

States  bank 379 

▼etoes  a  bill  for  internal  im- 
provement  .382 

hiM  liberal  views  and  policy 381 , 
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Madiumf  Jamu,  ehaiaeter  of  his  ad* 

miaistration 382 

retires  from  public  life ...272 

death 272 

character     and     personal     appear- 
ance  272 

Maditom  Papsrt,  publication  recom- 
mended  942 

authorised  to  be  printed 1163 

Mails,  transmission  through  United 

States  to  Canada 1363 

JTbms,  invasion  of  by  British. .  .367,  369 
state    of,     admitted    into    the 

Union 551,  1508 

protests  against  award  of  kio^ 

of  the  Netherlands 1000 

imprisonment  of  citizens  by  Brit- 
ish authorities  for  pazticipa- 

ting  in  state  election 1001 

senators  and  representatives...  15 16 
synopsis  of  the  constitution. . . .  1560 
Maine  and  N.  Hampshire,  boundary.  1275 
Maine  boundary  question — See 
'  boundary. 
Maison  Rouge,  Marquis  de,  grant 

from  Baroa  de  Carondelet ....  1283 
MamtfaclmrUy     encouragement    of, 

(WasUngton) 34,66 

protection  of  (Jefferson)....  161,  191 

promoted  by  embargo 216 

**        by  protection,  duties, 

and  prohibitions 216 

encouragement   and    protection 
of  (Madison)  276, 280, 283, 289, 319 

increase  of,  by  the  war .317 

protection     and     preservation 

of. 326,331 

depressed  oondition  of,  1816. . . .333 
protective  tariff  of  1816  passed.  .379 
protectioa  of,  \  395,  402,  409,  418 
(Monroe)..  $  440,  448,  458 

excessive  importation  of  foreign  .417 

depressed  condition  of. 418, 551 

advantages  of  the  U.  States  for . . .  440 
effect  of  protection  on  revenue..  .441 

condition  of,  in  1822 448,449 

encouragement  of. «, 458 

tariff  act  of  1824  passed 560 

(J.  Q.  Adams)  flourishing  con- 
dition of... 600 

bill  for  protection  of  wooHcns 

defeated 662 

convention  at  Harrisburg 663 

(Jackson)    remarks  on  proteo- 

tionto 703,  786 

Marbois,  M.  de,  French  minister, 
negotiates  treaty  for  cession  of 

Louisiana 234 

Marey,  W.  L.,  appointed  secretary  of 

war 1438 

Marine  hospitals  on  rivers  and  west- 
ern waters 1153,  1267 

MarthaUy  John,  appointed  envoy  to 

France 180 
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MarthaUf  /o/in,  appomted  secretary 

of  state  by  J.  Adams 137 

appointed    diief-jastice   of   sa- 
preme  court  by  J.  Adams. .  •  #  1556 
Maryland,  senators  and  representa- 
tives from 1 629 

synopsis  of  the  constitution 1567 

JfoMR,  John  Y.,  appointed  secretary 

of  the  navy 1423 

appointed  attorney-general 1438 

MaaachiuitU,   governor   of  refuses    to 
place  militia  under  U.  States 

officers 300 

claim  for  militia  services  during 

war  of  1812. 462 

special  message  on  claims  of ... .  539 

appropriation  to  pay  militia 968 

senators^and  representatives. ...  1518 

synopsis  of  constitution 1562 

Maysville  road  bill,  veto  of,  by  Jack- 
son  719,976 

Maysville  and  Rockville  road  com- 
panies, objections  to 738 

McDuffie,  Mr.,  proposes  amendments 

to  the  constitution 655 

McHenry,  James,  appointed  secretary 

of  war  by  Washington .87 

continued  by  J.  Adams 129 

dismissed  by      /<        136 

McLant,  Louis,  appointed  minister  to 

Great  BriUin 979 

appointed  secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury  947 

reports  in  favor  of  reduction  of 

tariff 996 

appointed  secretary  of  state. . . .  1015 

resigns 1018 

again  appointed  minister  to  Eng- 
land  1551 

MclMtny  John,  appointed  postmaster- 
general 542 

eontinned 649 

his  course  during  Adams's  admin-   . 

istration 661 

appointed  judge  of  the  supreme 

court .962 

declines  being  candidate  for  pres- 
idency in  1832 988 

McLeod,  jSUx,,  case  of. 1253 

acquittal  of. 1419 

Me.<mre.  and  Weight. . .  \  ^^^%]]'^% 

Msdiatum  of  Russia  accepted 308 

^<  Great  Britain  between 

France  and  U.  States 919,  920 

MeiiUrranean,  commerce  in  (Wash- 
ington)  37 

naval  operations  in  (Jefferson) . .  .170 

^  fund 190,243 

Meigs,  Return  J.,  appointed  postmas- 
ter-general   • .374 

Meigs,  Fort,  defence  of 1183 

Merchandise,  effect  of  excessive  im- 

portatioA 1158 


PAOI. 

Merchant  vessels,  American,  inter- 
ference with  by  colonial  au- 
thorities in  West  Indies 1290 

Merchants'  bohds,  Mr.  Cheve's  biU  to 

remit,  passed 361 

Messages,  annual,  Jefferson's  reasons 
for  prderriflg  that  mode  of 
communication  at  opening  of 

Congress' .152 

See  contents  in  each  volume. 

Mexican  relations  with  France 1079 

war  message r. 1486 

indemnity — See  indemnity. 
Mexifio,    independence    of,    recog- 
nized  453,  577 

commercial  relations  with. .%....  468 

treaty  with 622 

independence  of. 700 

Mr.  Poinsett  recalled 700 

1735,  760,  782,  867 
1142,  1143,  1449 
and  U.  States,  umpirage  of  Rus- 
sia  1284 

claims  against .1296 

convention  with,  and  award  of 

commissioners 1303 

mission  to  United  SUtes 1303 

despatches  from  minister  (spe- 
cial message) •  1384 

Mexico  and  Texas,  right  of  Congress 

to  discuss  affairs  of. 1326 

special  message 1361,  1362 

relations  with • 1374 

Michigan  and  Ohio,  controversy  re* 

specting  boundary 914 

Michigan,  destitute  condition  of  the 

people  of,  1814 318 

authorized  to  elect  a  delegate  to 

Congress 549 

'  road  from  Detroit  to  Chicago, 
Jackson's  explanation  on  sign- 
ing bill 719 

state    of,    admitted    into    the 

Union 1021, 1024, 1508 

senators  and  representatives . .  •  1542 

synopsis  of  the  constitution 1578 

Milan  decree— see  Berlin  and  Milan 

decrees. 
Military  Jicademif,  at  West  Point 

(Washington) 48,66 

(Jefferson) 211 

(Madison) 284,331 

(Monroe) 445,471 

(J.  Q.  Adams) 585,  616,  627 

(Jackson) 708,  906,  938 

(YanBuren) 1086 

MUiiary  EstabUshment,  corps  of  inva- 
lids (Madison) 331 

posts  established 410,418 

condition  of. .424,  445,  47^ 

recommended  at  mouth  of  Co- 
lumbia  477 
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Milituy  posts  from  Missonri  to  Pa- 
cific:  1264 

MQitary  and  naval  force,  increase  of.  1477 
MUUia  (Washington).  .37,  41,  48,  62,  68 
"            (append ix) .  xxvii,  i 
called  ont  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tion  A 57,  83 

(J.  Adams)  notice  of. Ill 

f  Jefferson^     «    J  155,  160,  172,  179 
(jeneison;  ^  ^^j^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^jg 

^Madison)     «    J  276,  279,  280,  284 
(Madison;  ^  3^^,  315, 335 

large  bodies  of,  called  out,  1814.322 
expenses    of,    incurred    by  the 

states 330 

achievements  during  the  war  of 

1812 331 

acts  respecting,  proposed,  1814.  .373 

(Monroe) 394,  400,  455 

(J.  Q.  Adams) 604,  619 

(Jackson) 708,  790,  907,  937 

called  out  during  the  war  with 
Great  Britain— discussion  of 
Massachusetts  claim  for  ser- 
vices and  expenditures  (Mon- 
roe)  463 

special  message  respecting  Mas- 
sachusetts claim 540 

of  Massachusetts,  appropriation 
to  pay 968 

(Van  Buren)  notices  of|   ^^^'  }{^ 

(Tyler) " 1240,  1343 

(Polk) « 1469 

Mineral  lands. 1468 

Minuters,  Calrinet,  ( Wash'ton) .  82, 85,87 

(John  Adams) 129, 136,  137 

(Jefferson) 219 

(Madison)... 341,  348,  361,  363,  374 

(Monroe) 541 

(J.  Q.  Adams) 649,  667 

(Jackson^  .         J  ^62,  985,  987,  989 
(jacKson) ^     j^jg^  j^jg^  j^20 

(Van  Buren) 1158,  1 169 

(Harrison) 1192 

(Tyler) 1396,  1418,  1422,  1423 

(Polk) 1438 

list  of 1547 

Miniaters  to  foreign  countries,  com- 
pensation of  (Washington)  34,  1555 
to  Spanish  America,  first  appoints 

ed  (Monroe) ^..453 

revision  of  laws  respecting  them 

recommended 715 

list  of. 1551 

Mini,  (Washington).... 37,  42,  45,  69,  63 

establishment  of. 82 

coinage  of  gold  at  ( Jackson)'878,  90 1 

branch  mints 901 

Mississippi  territory,  organisation  of, 
recommended   by   J.    Adams 

(appendix) xxi 

Mississippi,  navigation  of,  secured  by 

purchase  of  Louisiana 163 


Mississippi,  settlement  of  west  side 

of,  to  be  encouraged igg 

river  explored  by  Lieal.  Piltc....l90 

territory,  Georgia  claims 340 

'   state  of,  admitted  into  the  Uoion.547 
senators  and  representatives... .1537 

synopsis  of  constitution 1572 

Ifissovri  territory  organized 353 

river,  military  posts  esUblished 

on 410 

state  of,  question  of  admissioa  of, 
on  account  of  slavery,  agitated 

in  Congress 551, 553,  S54 

admitted  into  the  Union... 554, 1508 

boundary  affairs  of 946 

senators  and  representatives... .1542 

synopsis  of  constitution 157S 

Missouri,  loss  of  steamship 1344 

MobiU  made  a  port  of  entry 170 

bay,  fortification  at  Dauphin's 

island 4S5 

Ifoiiroe,  James,  biography  of. 383 

opposes  adoption  of  U.  States 

constitution 385 

elected  to  United  States  senate.. 385 
appointed  minister  to  France. 87, 386 
recalled  by  Gen.  Wa8hington.9I,386 
elected  governor  of  Virginia. ... .386 
appointed  special  minister  to 
France  (associated  with  R.R. 

Livingston) 233, 386 

with  Livingston  negotiates  the 

^  Louisiana  treaty 234, 386 

his  mission  to  Spain 387 

associated  with  Wm.  PinkDejr, 

as  minister  to  England. .  .249, 387 
with  Mr.  P.  negotiates  a  treaty 
with  England,  which  is  reject- 
ed by  Mr.  Jefferson 250,387 

this  treaty  compared  with  Jay's 

treaty 251 

failure  of  attempt  to  renew  nego- 
tiations  252 

Monroe  and  Pinkney  complain 

of  Jefferson's  course 252 

returns  to  the  U.  States 253,387 

proposed  as  candidate  for  presi- 

dent 248,887 

differences  between  his  friends 

and  Madison's ^^ 

differences  reconciled  by  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson  248 

Virginia  prefers  Mr.  Madison... 387 
again  chosen  governor  of  Vir- 

ginia 387 

appointed  secretary  of  state. 34S,  387 
"  .      acting  sec  of  war .  374, 388 
his  proposition  to  augment  the 

army 373, 388 

his  public  services  in  the  cabinet. 388 
nominated   and    elected  presi- 

dent., 381,389 

his  liberal  policy  as  president...* 389 
addresses  and  messages 391-mO 
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Momroey  Jamea,  inangnral  address. . . .391 

second  inaugural  address 426 

inauguration  of. 541 

administration  of 541 

cabinet 541 

declines  Gen.  Jackson's  advice 
in  the  formation  of  his  cabi- 
net  389,545 

excludes    federalists    generally 

from  office s 389,  544 

his  tour  through  the  nprthern 

states 389,  542 

his  tour  through  Virginia 549 

«  "    the  southern  states.  550 

re-elected  president 390,  553 

his  liberal  and  enlightened  pol- 
icy  389,  562 

character  of  his  administration.  .562 
retirement  from  office,  and  death. 390 
personal  appearance  and  char- 
acter  390 

his  views  as  to  constitutional 
powers  of  Congress  on  inter- 
nal improvements 402,  492 

his  declaration  respecting  Eu- 
ropean colonization  in  America  452 
his   views  as  to  European  in- 
terference with    independent 

American  states 460 

vetoes  Cumberland  road  bill 491 

invites  a  scrutiny  of  his  accounts, 
and  settlement  of  the  same  by 

Congress 535 

changes  his  views  on  internal 

improvements 560 

settlemtent  of  claim 983 

Monterey,  seizure  of,  by  Capt.  Thos. 

Ap  Catesby  Jones 1328 

MoroccOy  treaty  with.  .60,  (appendix)... xi 

relations  with. 167,  168,  924 

*•  "    (appendix) xiv 

present  from  the  emperor  to  pres- 
ident of  United  States 841 

MorrUf  Gouvemeur,   recalled    from 

France 87 

employed  by  Washington  as  con- 
fidential agent  in  London  (ap- 
pendix)   vii 

approves  of  purchase  of  Louisiana  239 
Morris,  brig,  special  message  in  rela- 
tion to  indemnity  from  Vene- 
zuela  1384 

Muhlenburg,  F.  A.,  elected   speak- 
er  81,85,  1543 

IftMca/,  relations  with 923 

Imaum  of, present  to  president..  1140 
''      special  message 1359 

N. 

NapU$*  claims  on •  •  •  .581 

relations  with 782 

NapoUon  Bonaparte  cedes  Lonisiana 

to  the  United  States 1234 

hlf  views  on  the  subject 234 


PASS. 

Napoleon  Bonaparte,  his  continental 

system 254 

Berlin  and-  Milan  decrees..  .254,  255 
Nashville,  collection  of  duties  at.... 983 
National  Republican  party,  formation 

of 987 

constituent  parts  of ....... .  987,  988 

National  convention.  Whig,  at  Har- 

risburg 1166 

at  Baltimore 1 423 

democratic. .  .1004, 1020,  1168,  1425 
Naturalization  Law,  recommended 

by  Washington 34 

revision    of,    recommended    by 

Jefferson 157 

term  of  residence  reduced  to  five 

years 230 

law  of  1812  vetoed  by  Madison.  .304 

Naval  establishment  of  1801 137 

exploits  during  the  war  of  1812.  .360 
force  on  the  lakes  reduced  (Mon- 
roe)  397 

.school  recommended  (J.  Q.  Ad-  , 

ams) .,.  .589,  '617 

service,  message  in  relation  to 

transfers  (Tyler) 134S 

Navigation,  encouragement  of(Wash- 

ington) 37 

protection  of  (Madison) ....  283,  289 
American    seamen    to    be  em- 
ployed  327 

depressed  state  of,  in  U.  States.. 333 
caused  by  British  colonial  system. 334 

alteration  of  laws. 434 

act  of  1815  explained 434 

prohibition  of  British  colonial 

vessels * 552 

measures  to*  relieve .666 

steam-vessels 840,  1471 

Navy,  notices  of  (Washington). . . .63,65 
(John  Adams)....  109,  117,  119,  127 

department  established 131 

(Jefferson) 155,160 

dry  dock  at  Washington  pro- 
posed  161 

operations  ill  Mediterranean....  170 

progress  of,  in  1805 179 

gunboats 179,  243,  244 

complement  of  men  in  frigates.  ..180 

opposed  by  republican  party 243 

officers  of,  oppose  gunboat  sys- 
tem. .'. 244 

(Madison),  ..276,  279,  280,  289,  302 

commencement  of,  on  lakes 300 

increase   of,    recommended    to 

Congress.. 302 

augmentation  of,  in  progress 309 

successes  of 321 

officers  and  men  recommended..  .326 

increase  of ,331,  348 

system  of  impressment  proposed 
for,  by  secretary  of  the  navy.. 373 

war  with  Algiers 377 

Mediterranean  squadron 377 
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jra9y(Moiiioe)Tiew8(  393,  397,  400,  410 
and  condition  <  418^  424,  442,  446 

of (  456,457,473 

eharget  against  officera  in  the 

Pacific 536 

(J.  Q.  AdaniB)  squadrons  in  ser- 
vice  587 

eondition  of. 604,  617,  628,  629 

dry  docks 629 

(Jackson)  building  of  ships  to 

be  discontinued 711 

board  to  be  dispensed  with 712 

marine  corps  to  be  reorganized.  .712 

.oUced r^^'l51'ISi'5i2 

■''"'^ (    881,  909,  939 

(Van  Buren).1088,  1109,  1123,  1154 

coast  surirey 1088 

(Tyler) 1264,  1307,  1343,  1381 

(Polk) 1470 

augmentation  of. 1472,  1477 

Navy  pension  fund 1240 

Nilfim,  Jchitj  appointed  attorney-gen- 
eral  1423 

acting  secretary  of  state.  .......  1423 

Ndh€rland9,  relations  with  (J.  Q. 

Adams) 596 

king  of,  arbiter  between  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  on 

N.  E.  boundary  question 620 

protest  of  Maine   against  his 

award 1000 

relations  with 1119,  1460 

See  Holland. 
KnUraHty,  rules  of,  for  U.  States 

(Washini^on) 47 

(John  Adams) Ill 

(Jefferson) 165,170 

(Madison) 339 

between  Spain  and  colonies 380 

(Monroe) 415,  416 

policy  of  U.  States  on 460 

NMral  RiMs  of  United  States  yio- 

lated  (Jefferson) 184 

(Monroe)  proposals  for  settling.  .469 
y$w  England  colonies,  first  union  of, 

in  1643 a 1493 

states,  alleged  attempt  to  sepa- 

'  rate  from  the  Union 291 

British  license  to  trade  with 305 

JfiW  Hampthire,  senators  and  repre- 

sentatiyes 1516 

synopsis  of  constitution 1561 

Nmo  Jersey,  senators  and  representa- 

tiyes 1521 

synopsis  of  constitution 1565 

Kiw    Orlianty   (Jefferson)  proposi- 
tions for  purchasing  right  of 

deposite  at 163 

defences  of 188 

titles  to  certain  lands  at 210 

batture  at 210 

right  of  deposite  at  refused  by 

Spanish  authorities 232 

proposals  for  purchase  of. 233 


N$w  OrUoMM^  purchafe  of  Louisi- 
ana  233,239 

batUeof 369,388 

battle  of,  proposal  in  Congress 
to  illustrate,  by  a  painting  for 

the  capital 664 

Newspapers,  free  transportation  of, 
by     mail     recommended    by 

Washington 45,50 

number  and  political  character 

of,  in  U.  Stotes  in  1789 133 

should  be  free  of  postage  (Jef- 
ferson)  154 

^siD  Fork,  senators  and  repre8ent's..l521 

synopsis  of  constitution 1564 

discovery  of  new  channel  into 

tiie  harbor  of. 1088 

See  Customhouse. 
Niles,  John  M.,  appointed  postmas- 
ter-general   1169 

Nominations — See  Caucus  and  Con- 
ventions. 
iVbn-tmfor/a^ton  Act,  passage  of . ....  247 
suspended,  on  recommendation 

of  Jefferson 250 

forfeitures  under  (Madison) 302 

goods  bonded  under. 345 

merchants'  bonds  cancelled  by 

Mr.  Cheves's  bill  in  Congress. 361 
its  enforcement  recommended  . .  .318 

partial  repeal  of  advised 319 

NonAnteramrss  Act  (with  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France),  substituted 

for  embargo 263 

suspended 275,  342 

renewed •  .277,  342 

new  act  passed,  1810 343,  345 

witiiHayti 247 

North  Carolina— See  Carolina. 
Northeast  Boundary — See  Boundary. 
Northern  Frontier,  outrages  on.  1091, 1092 
Norway,  commercial  relations  with  ..437 
NnUificatUm,  discussion  on,  in  United 

States  senate 969 

speeches  of  Hayne  and  Webster.  .969 
effect  of  Mr.  Webster's  speech. .  .969 
origin  and  progress  of  the  doc- 
trine of 969,  973 

address  on  the  tariff  by  S.  Caro- 
lina delegation  in  Congress*.  .996 

effect  of,  in  South  Carolina 997 

president's  proclamation 794 

special  message  on 808 

action  of  Congress  on 1008 

progress  of  in  several  states ...  - 1009 

events  in  S.  Carolina 1010 

termination  d'the  controversy..  1012 

O. 

Observatory,   astronomical,    recom- 
mended by  J.  Q.  Adams •  591 

OJJUe,  removals  from,  executive  pow- 
er discussed .82 

removals  firomy  by  Jeffezson.SSO^  963 
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Qfiet,  remoTab  from,  by  Jackson ....  968 

by  other  preudeats 963 

by  Tyler 1396,1420 

appoiatmentfl  to,  recommeDded 
to  be  limited  to  four  years 
( JacksoD) 702 

Tiews  on  appointments  to  (Ty- 
ler)  1241 

removal  from,  to  be  regulated  by 
law 1265 

applications  for,  by  members  of 
Congress,  president  refuses  to 

give  names 1269 

Ohio,  N.  W.  territory  of  (appendix) . .  .xii 

river,  appropriation  for  improving  662 

See  internal  improvements. 

state  otf  admitted  into  the 
Union 231,  1508 

right  of  toll  on  Cumberland  road  .983 

senators  and  representatives. .  ..1540 

synopsis  of  constitution 1576 

Ohio  and  Michigan,  controversy  re-   . 

specting  boundary 914 

Oldenburg,  commercial  relations  with  468 
Orders  in  Council,  British,  1807 255 

Congress  adopt  resolutions 
against 261 

arrangement  of  Mr.  Erskine  re- 
specting  275,  341 

arrangement  disavowed  by  the 
British  government 277,  342 

not  repealed  in  February,  1812.  .351 

repealed  in  June,  1812 301,  355 

for  special  licenses 305 

reeommendation  to  prohibit  trade 

under. 305 

Oregon,  treaty  with  Russia  respect- 
ing northwest  coast  of  Amer- 
ica  468 

military  post  on  the  Pacific,  at 
mouth  of  the  Colombia  river, 
recommended  by  Monroe 477 

exploration  of  coast  recommended  477 
«  "     (J. Q.Adams)  591 

Boundary  of,  with  G't  Britain. .  .608 

right  to  trade  on  N.  W.  coast  by 
U.  States,  refused  by  Russia 
(Van  Buren) 1097 

arbitration  respecting  boundary 
with  Great  Britain,  proposed 
by  United  States 1117, 1142 

chain  of  military  posts  to 1264 

boundary  of,  and  emigration  to 
(Tyler) 1302 

special  messages  on 1347,  1389 

negotiations  on  boundary  ques- 
tion  1371 

Utle  of  U.  States  declared  (Polk)  1446 

negotiations  with  G't  Britain,  j  J^^^ 

controversy  with        «  1478 
Osgood,  Samuel,  appointed  postmas- 
ter-general  1547 

Ottoman  Porte— eea  Turkey. 

134 


Pacific  Ocean,  exploring  expedition 

to 591,628,669 

See  Oregon,  and  Columbia  river. 

(appendix) zzv 

Panama,  congress  of  American  states 

proposed  at 582,655 

invitation  to  send  ministers  ac- 
cepted by  J.  Q.  Adams 582 

meeting  and  results  of 600,  612 

confidential  communication 631 

special  message  on 632 

copy  of  instructions  to  U.  States 
minister  communicated  to  Con- 
gress by  J.  Q.  Adams 647 

president's  recommendation  of, 

confirmed  by  Congress 657 

result  of. 657 

Parties,  political,  in  United  States 83 

divisions  and  names 83,  1396 

state  of,  in  third  Congress .87 

"        fourth      «         89 

federalists  and  anti-federalists. . .  .81 
republicans  or  democrats.  • .  .83,  145 

state  of,  in  fif\h  Congress 130 

**        sixth       «        135 

"        ninth       «  *     24« 

*'        Congress,  1811 347 

«              "        Dec.,  1815.378 
federalists  cease  acting  as  oppo- 
sition  378 

Monroe's  policy,  and  advice  of 
Gen.  Jackson  to  him 544 

state  of,  in  Congress,  1822, 1824  JJ^ 

opinions  of  J.  Q.  Adams  on 577 

state  of,  in  1825 650 

combination  of  friends  of  Jack- 
son and  Crawford 655 

state  of,  in  Jackson's  adminis- 
tration      $965,969,970,977,987 
iraiion...^  1004,1019,1024 

state  of,  in  Tan  Buren's  adm'n.ll60 

Washington's  remarks  on  • 73 

Harrison's  remarks  on 1209 

notice  and  review  of  successive, 

from  1815  to  1841 1396 

Patent  Office  recommended  by  Wash- 
ington. .  • 34 

recommended  by  Madison •  339 

**  J.  Q.  Adams... .593 

new  law  passed 1021 

Patents,  law  in  relation  to 1025 

Paulding,  James  E.,  appointed  secre- 
tary of  the  navy 1163 

Peace  to  be  preserved  by  preparation 

for  war  (Washington) 34 

anxiety  to  preserve  (Washington) 

(appendix) xii 

the  policy  of  the  United  States 

(Jefi'erson) 165 

party  organized •  .355 

treaty  of,  with  Great  Britain, 
communicated  Fek,  1815.^.  .325  ^ 
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P$ae$  treaty  at  Ghent 375 

public  rejoicings  in  consequence. 375 
the  policy  of  the  U.  S.  (Monroe). 427 

Peck,  Jadse,  impeachment  of. 981 

Penguin,  British  brig,  taken  by  the 

U.  S.  sloop-of-war  Hornet 369 

Penitentiary,  compensation  to  keepers. 753 
Pennsylvania,  senators  and  rep'tives  1526 

synopsis  of  constitution 1566 

Ptntiotu  for  revolutionary  officers  and 
soldiers  recommended  by  Mon- 
roe  403 

act  passed 547 

operation  of  (J.Q.  Adams)  |  ^^*  ^g 

operation  of  suspended  (Jackson)  709 
revision  of  "        709 

should  be  extended  to  soldiers  of 

war  of  1812 709 

agents,  appointment  of. 876 

Pensioners,  appropriation  for  invalid. 983 

Pension  fund,  navy 1240 

People,  occupations  of « 1558 

Psrry,  Commodore,  captures  British 

fleet  on  Lake  Erie 312 

notice  of  death  of 419 

Pern,  relations  with 761,  783,  1374 

convention  with 1350 

Peters,  Judge,  impeachment  of 242 

Philadelphia  frigate  lost  on  coast  of 

Tripoli 169 

pension  to  heics  of  officers  and 

crew  recommended 714 

Pidcering,  Timothy,  appointed  secre- 
tory of  war  by  Washington 87 

appointed  secretary  of  state 87 

<<        postmaster^en'l .  .87, 1547 
continued  as  secretary  of  state  by 

J.  Adams 129 

dismissed  by  J.  Adams 136 

Pickering,  Judge,  impeachment  of 241 

Pike's  expedition  on  the  Mississippi. .  190 
Pimdeney,    CharUs  Cotesworth,    ap- 
pointed minister  to  France.  .87,  91 
notified  to  leave  France. 91,  107, 129 
his  negotiations  in  France  (ap.)..xix 

nominated  for  vice-president 136 

federal  candidate  for  president, 

in  1804 243 

"  «  in  1808.. 260 

Fimckney,  Thomat,  resigns  as  Qiinis- 

ter  to  Great  Britain 90 

candidate  for  president  or  vice- 
president.. 91 

Pinckney,  Charles,  mini&ter  to  Spain..249 
Pinkniy,  WiUiam,  minister  to  Great 

Brit'n,  associated  with  Monroe  249 
correspondence  with  Canning. .  .260 

apix)inted  attorney-general 348 

JHrooet,  suppression  of 442 

•  i«theW«tIodie. J««;*^ 

Pinitical  establishments  suppressed 

at  Amelia  island  and  Galveston  479 


Pitubnrg,  collection  <f  daties  tt $83 

Plattsburgh,  defence  of,  1814., ..321, 367 
Pocket  vetou,  origin  of  the  term 993 

•"-p'-"^- i.ol?5,^ 

Poindexter,  Greo.,  chosen  president  of 

senate,  pro  tem 1019 

Pointett,  Joel  R,,  appointed  secretarj 

of  war 1151 

appointed  minister  to  Mexico...  1554 

recalled 700 

Polk,  James  K.,  biography  of. 1427 

elected  to  Congress  from  Ten- 

nessee 1431 

his  congressional  career..  143 1,1435 
elected    speaker   in    1835  and 

1837 1020,1160,1433 

supports  Van  Buren  for  pres- 
ident in  1836 1435 

declines  a  re-election  to  Cosgrasl435 
elected  governor  of  Tennessee..  1435 
nominated  for  vice-presideot  of 

the  U.  States 1435 

his  opinions  on  the  Texas  and 

Oregon  questions 1436 

nominated  for  president  of  the 

U.States 143« 

elected  president 1436, 1437 

inauguration 1437 

personal  appearance  and  charac- 
ter  ic: 

cabinet H39 

address  and  messages 143S 

Population,  progress  of;  1790—1840.1557 
Porter,  Peter  B.,  appointed  secretary 

of  war ^ 

Porter,  James  M,,  appointed  secrete- 

ry  of  war 1^23 

rejected  by  the  senate •  •  H2J 

Porter,  Captain,  gallant  exploit  of,ii 

the  frigate  Essex 321 

suppresses  piracy  in  the  West 

Indies ^ 

Porto  Rico,  piracies  at ^ 

Portugal,    relations    with,  (appen- 
dix)  Tii,xiT 

convoys   United  States  vessels, 

(appendix) ^".^^ 

checks  Algerine  corsairs,  (ap- 

pcndix) Tii,w 

relations  with 439,597,6v5 

revolution  in ^* 

depredations  on  American  com- 
merce  i?J 

indemnity  from '*'• 

relations  with . . .  .759,  889, 922, 10] 
Postoffices  and  ;H»/roads(  Washington)  .^4 

See  postoffice  department. 
Postoffice  department  (Monroe),  no- 

ticesof. 457,4.4 

(J.  Q.  Adams) 589, 606, 63 

<^-<*-> {Ilo%'l;S| 

censure  on  Mr.  Barrj ^^ 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


ANALTTICAL   INDEX. 


1619 


PbtioMct  dtpartmtnty  notices  of  (Van 

Buren) 1088,  IIJO,  1124,  1154 

(Tyler) 1265,  1308,  1381 

Pre-emption-rights  bill  passed 1 163 

Presidency,  one  term  recommended. .  .764 

PrtsideiUial  electiona—See  Uble 1644 

first,  Washington 79 

second,      **  84 

third,  J.  Adams 92 

fourth,  Jefferson 136,  138 

firth,  «        243 

sixth,  Madison 259 

seventh,    «      360 

eighth,  Monroe 381 

ninth,        «       553 

tenth,  J.  Q.  Adams 561,  562 

eleventh,  Jackson 667 

twelfth,        "        1007 

thirteenth.  Van  Buren 1024 

fourteenth,  Harrison 1 169 

fifteenth,  Polk 1427 

PrtsidentuU  election  of  1801,  contest 

in  Congress 223 

proposal  to  amend  constitution... 701 
single  term  proposed  by  Jackson. 702 

Presidents  of  the  senate,  list  of,  from 

1789  to  1845 1650 

duties  of,  defined  by  rules 667 

President,  frigate,  taken  by  British.  ..369 

President  and  '  vice-president,    mode 

of  electing 791,  841,  912 

Press,  lieentionsness  of  (Jefferson)...  175 

Pretest,   Sir  George,    British  com- 
mander in  Canada 367 

his  attack  on  Plattsburgh 367 

PrivcUeerSy    commissions    issued    by 

John  Adams,  (appendix) xxiii 

foreign,  treated  as  pirates  (Jef- 
ferson)  178 

American,  success  of. 365 

suppressed  by  French  governm't.  .453 
efforts  of  U.  States  to  suppress... 453 

Proclamation  of  Harrison  for  extra 

session 1210 

of  Jackson  on  nullification 794 

of  Tyler  on  Canada  invasion..  ..1252 
See  table  of  contents  in  each  vol. 

Protection  to  national  initutry   (see 
manufactures,  tariff,  &c.) 

(Jefferson) 156,161,191,216 

(Madison) 319,  331 

advocated  by  Clay,  Calhoun, 
and  Lowndes 379 

recommended  by  Monroe  <  ^g'  ^| 

question  agitated  in  Con- 
gress   652,  656,  567 

public  opinion  on,  in  1827  ....••  664 

president  Adams  takes  no  notice 
of,  in  1827 664 

recommended  by  J.  Q.  Adams  in 
his  fourth  annual  message 624 

discussed  by  J.  Q.  Adams  in  his 
fourth  animal  message 668 


Protection  to  national  industry,  Jack- 
son's views  of. 370 

Protective  tariff— See  tariff- 
Protest  (Jackson)  against  resolution 

of  censure  by  senate 843 

of  Maine  against  award  of  the 

king  of  the  Netherlands 1000 

of  Tyler  against  resolutions  of 
house   of  representatives  on 

tariff 1297 

Provinces,  British,  imprisonment  of 
citizens  of  Maine  for  participa- 
tion in  state  election 1001 

Provost,  Mr.,  U.  S.  agent  in  Peru, 

charges  against 636 

PnuHa,  treaty  with  (J.  Q.Adams)..  126 
relations  with  (Monroe) ....... .468 

(J.  Q.  Adams) 597 

relations  with  (Jackson)... 865,  890, 

(Polk) 1469 

Public  accounts,  reform  in  keeping 

recommended .764 

Debt — see  debt,  public. 
Lands — see  lands,  public. 

Q. 

Quarantine  establishment  (J.  Adams).  117 

(Jefferson) 177 

Quintuple  treaty,  information  re- 
quested by  senate  in  relation 

to  (Tyler) 1318 

copy  requested  by  Congress. . . .  1279 

R. 
Randolph,  Edmund,  attorney-general.. 82 

secretary  of  state 85 

resigns 87 

Randolph,  John,  insulted  by  an  ofiicer 
of  the  United  States ;  commu- 
nication   to   Congress   by   J. 

Aaams,  appendix xxi? 

opposes  Jefferson's  administra- 
tion   246 

Ratio  of  Representation,  1790 83 

1800 ^ 230 

1810 363 

1820 666 

1830 990 

1840 1420,  1279 

Reciprocity  in  trade  insisted  on  (Jef- 
ferson)   158 

act  of  British  parliament. 168 

refused  by  Great  Brft«in 334 

navigation  act,  result  of  (Mon- 
roe)   433,  434,  436,  437 

in  commerce  invited  by  U.  States 
in  various  treaties  and  acts  of 

Coni^ress ..468 

partially  accepted  by  certain  Eu- 
ropean nations  (J.  Q.  Adams).. 680 
Red  River,  exploration  of,  by  Mr. 

Freeman 180 

Reed,  Silas,  case  of. 1388 

Regency,  Albany,  origin  of  the  termA037 
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iUmovalfrom  ofia,  ezeeatiye  power 

digciusea. 82 

wider      Jackson's     admintstra- 

tkn 963 

ScpresenutiTes  and  senators  in  Con- 
gress to  March,  1840 1016 

MUfMican  Partyy  origin  of .83 

name  giyen  by  Jefferson  to  op- 
position to  Washington's  ad- 
ministration  145 

Resources  of  United  Sutes,  develop- 

mentof 423»  432 

Btitriciumt  on  Tradi  mtd  Comnurce: 

Embargo  of  1794,  militia  called 

ont  to  enforce  (Washington) 

appendix. xii 

Tmrious  other  measures  to  en- 
force, recommended,  appendix,  .xii 
recommended  (Jefferson) ...... .204 

effects  of  on  foreign  nations 213 

«        on  United  States.  .214,  262 

▼otes  in  Congress  on 256 

opposed  by  the  federal  party. . . . 256 

pvblic  opinion  on .256,  262 

predicted  by  Napoleon 257 

unsuccessful  attempt  to  repeal..  .261 

operation  and  effects  of. 258 

ICr.  Jefferson's  remarks  on 259 

repeal  of 263 

leeommended  by  Madison,  1812..'292 

«  «       "July,  1813.311 

«  "        "Dec.  1813.318 

fospension  of,  recommended,  1814.319 

act  passed,  1812 ....353 

"  enacted  and  repealed,  18 14.. 3 66 
See  non-tntercoarse  and  non-im- 
portation. 

ReTenne-cutter  veto  message 1390 

Mtvttuu,  state  of  (Washington) •  .44 

surplus,  distribution  of  (Jeffer- 
son)  174 

application  of. 191,  203 

"          to  internal  improve- 
ments, education,  &c 217 

condition  of,  in  1817  (Monroe)..  403 

defici ency  of  in  1821 . , 430 

decrease  of. 440 

condition  of 444,  445,  470 

deficiency  of,  from  protection, 
should  be  made  up  by  duties 
on  domestic  articles  protected.  .441 

furplasy  appropriatbn  of. 470 

<J.Q.Ad«».)««e  of.  5  684.600 

flmods  on 602 

Mr.  Dickerson's  proposition  to 
distribute  surplus  among  the 
states 661 

(Jackson)  reduction  of  credits 
on  duties  recommended 706 

warehouse  system  recommend- 
ed  706 

levision  of  laws  as  to  smug* 
(ling 706 


«  FA«a. 

JUveiim§,    surplus,    distribution   of, 

among  the  states  recommended. 705 

frauds  on 707 

surplus,  distribution  of. 740 

serrice,  organization  of 750 

distribution  act  passed  and  ap- 
proved by  JackBon 924 

surplus 923 

Jackson  changes  his  opinion  on.. 929 

eondition  of 1267 

deficiency  of 1268 

Revolutionary    armvy    provision    for 
surviving  officers  and  soldiers 
,  recommended  by  Mr.  Monroe .  403 

act  passed  by  Congress 547 

(J.    Q.  Adams)     operation    of 

act 587,  604,  618 

appropriation  for,  defeated.. 658,  663 
appropriation  for  in  Adams's  ad- 
ministration  670 

(Jackson)  revision  of  pension  law.708 

Rhode  Island  reheihon 1350 

accedes  to  constitution  of  U.  S..  1507 
senators  and  representatives ....  1520 

synopsis  of  constitution 1562 

Riall,  General,   British  commander 

in  Canada • 367 

Right  of  search 1255 

Ripley,  Gen.,  military  operations  of  ..367 
Road,  Cumberland— See  Cumberland 
road. 

Roadty  survey  of. 472 

importance  of  national 530 

Rodgersy  Capt,,  destroys  a  Tripolitan 

corvette 168 

his    encounter    with   a    British 

frigate 287 

his  services  against  the  pirates.  ..456 
Rodney,    Cesar   A.,    attorney-gen. 

eral 341,  1556 

Rose,  Mr.,  special  minister  from  Eng- 
land on  the  Chesapeake  affair. 258 
Rotty  Gen.,  his  successful  attack  on 

Washington  city 368 

his  defeat  at  Baltimore 368 

killed  in  batUe  at  "     368 

Rtuhf  Richard,  appointed  attorney- 
general 374 

appointed  secretary  of  state 649 

his  report  in  favor  of  the  protec- 
tive system 664 

candidate  for  vice-president...  .667 
Rtusell,  Jona»,  charge  d'affaiis  to  G. 

Britain 351 

his  correspondence 351 

leaves  England 357 

appointed  commissioner  to  Ghent  366 
appointed  minister  to  Sweden . . .  .374 
Russia,     relations     with      (Madi- 
son)  288^301,308 

mediation  of,  accepted 308,  362 

declined  by  Great  Britain 362 

(Monroe)  mediation  on  article 
of  treaty  of  Ghent. . .  .421,  437^  444 
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JIlMfiOi  negotiations  with,  as  to  the 

northwest  boundary 452 

"         northwest  coast. 468 
(J.  Q.  Adams)  relations  with.595, 612 
.    intervention  with  Spain  respect- 
ing   independence    of   Sonth 

America 595 

Ukes  the  part  of  the  Greeks. 612,  619 
acquiesces  in  Monroe's  declara- 
tion respecting  colonization  in 

America 63  6 

relations  with  (Jack- J  699,  733,  782 

son) I         830,  865 

relations  withCVan  Buren)  1013, 1072 
umpirage  between  U.  States  and 
Mexico  (Tyler) « 1284 


Sabine  river  assumed  as  the  boundary 
between  U.  States  and  Spanish 
territories  (Jefferson) 186,  187 

Saint  Domingo,  renewal  of  commer- 
cial intercourse  with 122 

Saint  Lawrence,  navigation  of,  nego- 
tiations respecting  it 452 

Salt,  repeal  of  duties  on,  recommended  190 

Sandwich  islands,  independence  of.  .1316 

Sardinia,  conmi'cial  relations  with.  )  jiio 

Science  and  literature,  national  uni- 
versity (Washington) 34 

Seottf  Gen.  Winfield,  his  success  in 

Canada 320,367 

candidate  for  president  at  whig 

convention,  1839 1168 

his  name  withdrawn  in  favor  of 

Harrison 1168 

Secret  Service  Money,  spec,  message.  1481 

See  Henry,  John. 
Sedgwick,  Theodore,  elected  speaker.  135 

Sedition  and  Mien  Lawe  enacted 132 

opposition  to 133 

discussion  of  sedition  act,  as  to 

constitutionality,  in  senate. . .  .555 
attempt  to  refVind  fines  under  se- 
dition law,  defeated 662 

StminoU  War,  in  Florida,  causes  of  <  ^ 

incidents  of.. .691,  692 

.     .    r,  .     « 550 

inquiry  m  Congress,  respecting  <  ^^^ 

•  Indians,  act  in  relation  to 1164 

Senators  and  representatives  in  Con- 
gress, to  March,  1847 1516 

Service  sword  of  Washington,  special 
message  in  relation  to  vote  of 
thanks  for  presentation  to  Con- 
gress  1346 

Stesiona  of  continental  congress. . . .  1510 

of  federal  congress 1543 

fiiam,  relations  with 923 

SieUian  indemnity 866 

Sicily,  relations  with 759,  833,  889 

fiUky  culture  of,  eneoaiaged 659 


PAOI 

Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia..  1049 
Slaves,  emancipation  of,  proposed  by 

Rufus  King  in  theU.  S.  senate.  562 
Slave-Trade,  suppression  of  (Jeffer- 
son)  190 

violation    of    laws    respecting 

(Madison) 283,  336 

suppression  of  (    419,  425,  442,  453 
(Monroe). . .  I  457,  467,  474 

considered  as  piracy 453 

suppression  bf 481,  547 

U.  States  establishment  in  Africa  482 
suppression  of  (J.  Q.  Adams) . . .  588 
effectual  abolition  of,  proposed 

to  Congress  at  Panama 636 

message  respecting  121  Africans 
landed  at  Key  West,  Florida.  .647 

(    968 
appropriations  for  suppressing  <  ..g^ 

information  requested  by  senate 
in  relation  to  quintuple  treaty .  1318 

special  message  (Polk) 1474 

communication  froin  Brazil 1458 

Smithy  Robert^  Secretary  of  the  Navy.220 

secretaiy  of  state 341 

Smithsonian  Legacy,  receipts  and  in- 
vestments of 1112 

«         «<        specific  application, 

recommended 1266 

Pros,  of  senate  pro  tern 1193 

Smuggling,  laws   against,  violated 

(Madison) 289 

of  British  goods,  1813 318 

South  America,  civil  war  in  (Mon- 
roe)  408 

independence  of  Spanish  Pro- 
vinces.   .408 

mediation  of  allied  powers 408 

independence  of •  .415 

relations  with  independent  states 

of 468 

mission  to,  first  proposed  by  Mr. 

Clay 548 

relations  with  (J.  Q.  Adams). . .  .60D 

condition  of... . • 612 

"  •«    (Jack8on).300,833,867 

891   922 

««  ««    (Van  Buren).  1074,'l  143 

«  "    (Tyler) 1338 

Southard,  Samuel  L.,  Secretary  of 

Navy 661,1548 

South  Carolina — see  Carolina. 

Spain,  relations  with  (Washing-  C  5X,  65 

ton) r.l       88 

appendix viii,  z,  zi^ 

hostile    expedition    against  the 
territory  of,  by  citizens  of  U.  S. 
and  measures'taken  to  suppress 
the  same  (Washinflrton)  appen.  xiii 
relations  with  (J.  Adams)      '*      zz 
zzii.,  113,  119, 120 

.T^ff.^„v  C170,  178,  186,  187 
(Jefferson)..  J  ^^j  .^j^ 

attempt  to  invade  territories  of, 
suppressed  ••••••••••  ..j^.  •••  .186 
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Spainy  decree  of,  against  neu-  C  201,  211 

trals I  257 

difficulties  with 232 

cedes  Louisiana  to  France 232 

renounces  opposition  to  cession 

of  Louisiana  by  France  to  U.  S. .  236 
report  in  Conn-ess  in  1S06  on  ag- 
gressions of. 246 

negotiations  with 249 

Florida       boundary       question 

(Madison) 2S2,  3S0 

relations  with 334,  380 

insult  to  American  flag  by  armed 

vessels  of. 334 

relations  with  (Mon-  (  397,  405, 412 

roe) I  420,480 

Seminole  war • 405 

commercial  claims  on #  .412 

treaty  with 412, 429,  550 

dela^  in  ratifying 412 

cession  of  Florida. 412 

civil  war  with  colonies 415,  484 

Amelia  Island  affair 480 

treaty  of  1819  carried  into  ef- 
fect  437,555 

claims  of  American  citizens  in.  .439 
board  of  commissioners  organized.439 
U.  S.  minister  to,  interrupted  on 
his  passage  by  a  French  vessel. 454 

revolution  in .460 

relations  with  (J.  Q.  Adams). . .  .597 

«  (Jackson)  J  ^^^»'^^^»'^^®''^®^ 
^jacKson)  ^  ggj^  QQg^  j^QQ^  g22 

"  (VanBuren) 1073 

"  (Polk),.,. 1459 

Spanish  America,  success  of  revolu- 
tionists announced  by  presi- 
dent to  Congress 422 

offer  of  Spain  to  settle  differences. 422 

neutrality  of  U.  S .428 

success  of  patriots  of 439 

independence  of,  desired  by  U.  S..  439 

recognition  of,  by  U.  S 449,  483 

neutrality  of  U.  S. s 449 

piracies  occasioned  by  the  war  in. 449 

independence  achieved 475 

*'        of,  acknowledged  by 

Confess 555,  557 

republics  of,  relations  with 582 

Congress  at  Panama  proposed. ...  582 
SpeakerM  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  U,  5.  list  of. . .  1543 
election  of--«ee  Congress  sessions. 
Specie,  prohibition  of  export  of  ad- 
vised   319 

Specie  circular  issued  by  Jackson. . . .  1022 
application  to  President  Van  Bu« 

ren  to  rescind 1159 

Speeches  to  Congress,  discontinued 

,      by  Jefferson 152 

Spencer,  John  C,  appointed  sec.  of 

war 1418 

**         appointed  sec.  of  treas. . .  1422 

"         resigns 1423 

I  Department,  to  be  re-organized 
(Jackson) 713 


State  Rightt,  doctrine  of,  argued  by 

Monroe 493 

articles  of  confederation,  sum- 
mary of  powers  under 494 

origin  of 499 

See  Nullification 

Steam  navigation 840 

Steamer  Caroline— see  Caroline. 

Steamere,  Atlantic 13S2 

between  Havre  and  New  York..  1361 

Steamship  Missouri,  loss  of 1344 

Steuart,  W,  M  ,  report  on  N.  Y.  Ciu- 

tom  House :  .1293 

Stevenson,  Andrew,  elected  speaker.  6&4 

re-elected 967,  9S9, 1016 

resigns  as  speaker 1017 

nominated  minister  toG.  Britain  I'JlT 

rejected  by  senate 1017 

again  nominated  and  confirmed.  lOIS 
Stewart,   Capt.,  takes  two  British 

ships  of  war 369 

charges  against,  while  on  the  Pi- 
cine  Ocean 536 

Stockton  &  Stokes  vs.  Postmaster  GeD.1110 

Stoddert,  Benj.,  sec.  of  the  navy 1'29 

Stonington,  Conn.,  defence  of 36S 

Sublime  Port — see  Turkey. 
Sub'  Treasury, . . .  1077. 1100, 1149, 1237 
report  on  and  its  passage  by  sen- 
ate  1161 

Clay's  resolution  to  repeal  reject- 
ed by  senate 
See  Independent  Treasury 
Sugar,  redned,  bill  passed  for  addi- 
tional drawback  ou •  ^ 

Supreme  court  of  U.  S 1^^ 

Surplus  Revenue— «ee  revenue. 
Surveys.     See  coast  survey,  internal 
,     improvement,  harbors,  canals, 
and  roads 

)2$S 
Sweden,  relations  with  (Madison)  L,^ 

(Monroe) • 467 

(J.  Q.  Adams) 597,611 

(Jackson) 758.  863,S90 

Synopsis  of  the  state  constitutions  ..1559 

T. 

Tallmadge,  James,  his  course  in  the 
New  York  Legislature  causes 
the  defeat  of  the  Crawford 
party  in  1824.... ^^ 

Tallmadge,  Nathaniel  P.,  (Senator 
from  New  York),  his  letter  to 
John  Tyler  on  the  Bank  ques- 
tion  wn 

Taney,  Roger  B.,  appointed  attorney 

general ^ ^ 

appointed  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury  loii 

removes  Uie  public  deposits  from 
U.  S.bankV. :. 1016 

nomination  rejected  by  the 
Senate WH 

appointed  chief  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  •  • 1^ 
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Tariffs  on  Imports  adopted  by  Ist 

Congress 82 

protective,  (Madison) 2S3,  331 

'<    of  1816  adopted 379 

«  advocated  by  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Lowndes,  and  others. . .  .379 
**  of  1824  adopted  (Monroe) . .  560 
'*    effects  on  importations  (J. 

Q.  Adams) 623 

«<    advocated 625 

revision  of,  in  1828 •  .666 

made  a  political  question  in  Con- 
gress  666 

yiew    of    a   protective    (Jack- 
son)  ..703,  965 

modification  of,....  (  703,  741,  763, 
recommended . . . .  (  785,  836 

revision  of,  in  1832 995,  996 

opposition  to,  in  S.  Carolina 996 

Mr.  Verplanck's  bill  to  modify.  .;1008 
Mr.     Clay's     compromise   bill 

passed 1011 

Tiews  of  a  protec-  C  1259,  1272,  1305 
tive  (Tyler)....  X  1306,  1341 

act  of  1841  passed 141 9 

two  bills  vetoed  by  Tyler 1420 

act  of  1842  passed 1420 

first  veto  message  1280 — second 

ditto 1284 

views  of  protection  and  revenue 

(Polk) 1444,1462 

(see  manufactures  and  protection) 
Taxesj  Diree/— bills  passed  by  1st 
and  2d    Congress  (Washing- 
ton)  82, 83 

opposition  to,  in  Pennsylvaniar...83 
assessment    and     collection   of 

(John  Adams) 121 

opposition    to,    in    Pennsylva- 
nia  121,134 

repeal  of,  recommended  (Jeffer- 
son)  154 

recommended  for  war  expenses 

(Madison) 310 

increased  in  1814 373 

continued  in  lbl5 377 

reduced  in  1816 378 

repeal  of,  recommended  in  1817 

(Monroe) 403 

repealed 546 

required  for  revenue  in  1821 . . .  .430 
Taylor,  John  W.,  elected  speaker.  553,  654 
Tea  and  Coffee,  reduction  of  duties 

on,  proposed  by  Jackson •  704 

Tennessee,  admitted  into  the  Union. .  .90 
relation  with  Indians,  appendiz.v,  zv 
senators  and  representatives. . . .  1537 

synopsis  of  constitution 1574 

Texas,  neutrality  of  the  U.  S.  in  (  ^q, 
difficulties    with      Mexico  <   ^^^ 

(Jackson) (  ^^^ 

annexation  to  the  U.  S.  desired 

byTexas 922 

special  messenger  in  relation  to.  .942 

acknowledgment     of      Inde-C   942 

pendenceot.... f  1163 


Texas,  treaty  with  (Vaa  Baren)  ....  1008 
Mr.  Preston,  of  S.  C,  purposes  in 
Senate  the  annexation  of— but 
the  resolutions  were  not  adopt- 
ed  1163 

proposals  for  annexation  declined 

byU.S 1098 

boundary  line  with,  marked. . « .  •  1119 
relations  with        C  1257, 1274,  1303 

(Tyler) {  1336,  1374, 1384 

treaty  of  annexation 1 354, 1423 

rejected  by  the  Senate 1423 

special  messages  on 1359,  1360 

1361,  1362,  1363 
joint  resolution  of  annexation  by       i 

Congress  recommended 1378 

debate  in  the  Senate  on  annexa- 
tion  1424 

annexation    becomes    a     party 

question 1424 

presidential  election  affected  by 

it 1425 

joint    resolutions  .of  annexation 

adopted  in  Congress 1427 

admitted  into  the  Union 1508 

senators    and    representatives 

from 1542 

synopsis  of  Constitution 1579 

Thames,  battle  of .1185 

2%amps0n,  Smith,  appointed  secre- 
tary of  the  navy. .  • 542 

«<    judge  of  supreme  court. . .  1556 

Tippecanoe,  battle  of 290,  1178 

Tobacco  trade,  efforts  to  extend 1104 

Toll,  right  of,  granted  to  Ohio,  on 

National  Road 983 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  proposed  for 

president 381 

nominated  and  elected  vice-pre- 
sident  381 

re-elected  vice-president 552 

Tonnage,  duty  on  foreign  vessels. . .  .433 

bill  rejected 668 

increase  of. 7S0 

duty  on  French  vessels 1350 

Trafalgar  battle,  effects  of 254 

Treasury,  department  established 83 

building,  burning  of 836 

independent,  see  Sub-Treasury, 
embarrassments  of.  .363,  366,  1270 

public  money  outstanding 706 

revision  of  collection  laws  re- 
commended   706 

laws  a^inst  frauds  imperfect. . . . 707 
reduction  of  offices  recommended.  708 
(see  Finances.) 
Treasury   JVotesj    issue   C  361,  363,  366 

of. 5      1162,  1169 

circulating  medium  (Madison). . .  330 

depreciation  of,  in  1814 366 

Treaties  noticed :— with  Morocco  and 
Algiers. . .  .60,  6 1,  SS,  appendix  xiv 
with  Great  Britain  (Jay's)  .!..61,  89 

**    Spain .'..38,  appendix  xx 

**    Indian  tribes  (Washin^n) 
appendix. .  •  •  • i*  ii,  lii,  ir,  zf 
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TyetiitMf  copy  of  instructions  to  Mr. 
Jay  refused  by  Washini^ton  to 
House  of  Rep.  appendix. . . . .  .xvii 

with  Spain  (J.  Adamsf)  .........  113 

«•    Prussia 126 

««    Indian  tribes  (Jefferson)  167,  ISO 
•*   "France  (Louisiana) ....  103,  177 

**    Tripoli ••• 169 

««    French  Republic 

M        cc        cession  of  Louisiana  240 

•*    Great  Britain  (Monroe  and 

Pinkney's) 250 

refection  of  by  Jefferson 251 

effects  of  the  rejection 251, 252 

excitement  occasioned  thereby.. 251 

compared  with  Jay's  treaty 251 

of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  1815, 

(Madison) 325 

with  Algiers,  1815 378 

commercial  with  Great  Britain 

ratified 379,550 

with  Spain  (Monroe) {^^^.429 

««    France 443,  55S 

•«    Russia,  (N.  W.  coast) 468 

««    Sweden 467 

**  Creek   and    Cherokee    in- 

dians 4S2 

«•  Colombia  (J.  Q.  Adams)  582, 641 

«•    Indian  tribes 585 

•*    Denmark 596 

««    Central  America 597 

**    Mexico 622 

**    Indian  tribes 652 

«•     Brazil 669 

"  Austria  (Jackson) ....  699, 1003 

^  Belgium  (Jackson)... .833,  1013 

««     Chili 783,1013 

•*    Brazil 700,  931 

•«    Portugal 782 

««    Denmark 699,  733,  981 

**    Morocco 924 

**    Prussia 981 

"  .  Turkey 732,  981,  1003 

««    Choctaw  Indians 9S3 

««    France 757,  1002 

•«    Mexico , ...  1002 

«    Naples ,.1003 

-    Russia 1013 

«•    Muscat  (Van  Buren) 1074 

««     Siam 1074 

«*     Bolivia 1074,  1098 

«    Mexico 1095, 1119,  J 143 

««    Texas 1098 

**    Greece 1098 

**    Sardinia 1119 

*«    Netherlands 1119 

**    Central  America 1 120 

«•    Ecuador 1120 

«     Belgium 1142 

««    Hanover 1142 

•«    Portugal 1142 

••    Brazil 1143 

••    Chili ••••....1143 

••  Great  Britain,  N.  E.  Bound- 
ary (T^ler) 1290,1421 


TrtaUu  with  Portugal 1233 

«     Belgium 1257,  1373 

"    Ecuador 1257,  1304 

"    Peru 1258,  1350,  1374 

"    Mexico 1303 

<<    German  Union 1335, 1373 

«    China 1387,  1423 

«    Texas 1334,  1423 

"    Venezuela 1374,  1384 

"     Prussia  (Polk) 1459 

Tripoli,  hostilities  with 153,  16S 

relations  ¥rith 15S 

Gen.  Eaton's  expedition. ...180, 1S3 

treaty  with  •  •  •  • 1 79 

case  of  Hamet  Caramalli • .  1S3 

war  with  closed 243 

relations  with 328 

Troup,   Governor  of    Geor^a,    his 
course   on    the   questions    of 

Creeks  and  Cherokees 652 

Trumbull,  Jonathan,  elected  Spedcer 

83,1543 

Tunis,  affairs  with  (Jefferson)   J  ^^gj^ 

(Madison) 282,328 

Turkey,   relations  with  J  2^;  ^;^^ 

commission  to 732 

treaty  with 733 

Tyler,  John,  biography  of 1211 

elected  to  the  Virginia  Legisla- 
ture  1213 

acts  with  the  Democratic  party.  1213 
captain  of  a  volunteer  company 

during  the  war  of  1812 1213 

elected  to  the  Executive  Council.  121 3 
elected  to  Congress  (House  of  R.)  1214 

his  course  in  that  body 1214 

elected  governor  of  Virig^ia. . . .  1215 
elected  to  the  U.  S.  Senate. . . .  1216 
advocates  Crawford  for  presidential? 
approves  of  Mr.  Clajr's  course  in 

voting  for  Adams  as  presidential? 
opposes  Adams's  administration.  121 9 
supports  Jackson's  '*  1219 

opposes  re-charter  of  U.  S.  bank 
and  internal  improvement  by 

U.  S.  government 1219, 1320 

sympathises  with  the  nullifiers 

of  S.Carolina 1320 

re-elected  to  the  Senate 1220 

opposes  the  administration  of 
General  Jackson,  after  the  re- 
moval  of  the  depositee  from 

U.  S.bank 1320 

elected  president  of  the  Senate  .  1223 
resigns  his  seat,  in  consequence 
of  certain  instructions  frum  the 

legislature  of  Virginia 1294 

nominated    for    vice-president, 

1835 1236 

elected  by  the  whigs  a  delegate 
to  the  Harrisburg  convention 

in  1839 1327 

advocates  the  nomination  of  Mr, 
Clay 1S27 
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TVItff  J.  is  placed  on  the  Whig  ticket 
(with  General   Harrison)  for 

yiee-president 1227 

causes  of  bis  nomination 1227 

elected  vice-president .....  t .. .  1227 
his  accession  to  the  f>residency  by 
the  death  of  Harrison  • .  1227-1393 

administration 1393 

inaugural  address «...  1229 

addresses  and  messages. . .  1229-1392 

retains  Harrison's  cabinet 1395 

his  awkward  position  as  presi- 
dent  1413 

dissolution  of  his  cabinet,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  course  in  op- 
posing Whig  measures  at  the 

extra  session  of  Congress 1415 

is  denounced  by  the  Whig  party 

in  Congress 1417 

loses  the  confidence  of  both  par- 
ties  1421 

supported  by  political  adven- 
turers   142 1 ,  1426 

course  of  the  Democratic  leaders 

towards  him 1412 

Mr.  Van  Buren*s  remarks  on  the  - 

subject  of  his  bank  vetoes. .  • .  1412 
refuses  to  furnish  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  the  names 
of  members  of  Congress  apply- 
ing for  office  ..1269 

protests  against  certain  proceed- 
ings in  Congress 1297 

pocket  vetoes 1314, 1428 

last  act  of  his  administration  . . .  1428 
character  of  his  administration. .  1428 
personal  appearance  and    cha- 
racter  • 1228 

nominated  for  election  as  pre- 
sident, by  his  friends,  in  1844.1426 
accepts    the     nomination,    but 
finally  withdraws,  and  appeals 
to  posterity 1426 


UhUtersity,    J^Tatumah    (Washing- 
ton)  35,66 

(Jefferson) 191 

(Madison) 283,332,335 

(J.  Q.  Adams) 590-1 

'  Vptihwr^  Mel  P.  appointed  secretary 

of  the  navy 1418 

appointed  secretary  of  state 1423 

death  of. 1423 

Union  of  the  States  promoted  by 

extension  (Jefferson)  ....••...  174 

conspiracies  to  dismember..  .204,208 

promoted    by   extension    C  410, 461 

(Monroe)  I         532 

extraordinary  progress  of. 461 

American,  historical  sketch  of. .  1493 
fUoes  admitted  into  the 1508 


V. 


ri«B. 


Van  Buren,  Martin^  biography  bf . .  1029 
commencement  of  his  political 

life 1031,1033 

elected  to  the  Senate  of  N.  York  1034 
supports  Dewitt  Clinton  for  pre- 
sident   1035 

supports  the  war  with  G.  Britain  1035 
advocates  internal  improvement  1035 
his  course  in  N.  Y.  politics  . ...1035 
his  course  in  presidential  nomi- 
nation of  1816 1036 

Albany  Regency  organized  ....  1037 

elected  to  Senate  of  U.  S 1038 

*<     member  of  state  conven- 
tion to  revise  constitution ....  1038 
advocates  Mr.  Crawford  for  the 

presidency  in  1823^ 1040 

opposes  Mr.  Adams's  administra- 

'        tion 1040 

advocates  election  of  Gen.  Jack- 
son in  1828 1040 

elected  governor  of  New  York. .  1040 
resigns,-  on  being  appointed  by 
Gen.  Jackson  secretary  of 
state  .••••..••••*••••..••.• 1041 
resigns  as  secretary  of  state  ....  1041 
appointed  minister  to  G.  Britain  1041 
his  nomination  rejected  by  the 

senate  1041 

nominated  for  vice  president  and 

elected 1041 

returns  from  England,  and  is  in- 
augurated vice  president 1042 

elected  president  of  the  U.S. .  .1043 

administration 1157 

inauguration 1 157 

cabinet 1 1 57 

inaugural  address 1045 

address  and  messages  ....  104^-1 155 
character  of  .his  administration.  1170 
nominated  for  re-election  to  the 

presidency 1042, 1168 

defeated  by  the  election  of  Gen. 

Harrison .1042 

retires  to  private  life  at  Linden- 
wold 1042 

his  opinion  of  Mr.  Tyler's  bank  - 

,  vetoes 1412 

is  a  candidate  for  the  presidency 
at  the  democratic  convention, 

1844 1043 

loses  the  nomination  by  the  Tex- 
as question  .; 1043 

personal  appearance  and  charac- 
ter   1043 

Van  Rensselaer,  (yen.>  action  with  the 

British  at  Queenston. 300 

Vamum  Joseph  B.  elected  speak- 
er  255»341 

Vetoes  by  PreMenh  of  U,  8. 

(Washington)  apportionment  bill 

appendix.*... txfi 

**         reduction  of  army,   ib. 
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Vtlou  of  thi  Pmid^t  of  U.  S. 

(Madison)  church  in  Alexandria.  2S5 
«  "      in  Mississippi.. 286 

'*      district  courts 292 

'*      (retained)    naturaliza- 
tion law 304 

"      bankU.  S 323 

**      internal  improvements, 

appendix xzviii 

(Monroe)  Cumberland  road  bill.. 491 
(Jackson)  Maysville  road  bill. . .  .719 

Bank  of  U.  S 767 

**        harbors  ami  rivers 793 

««        (retained)  Wabash  river.882 
**        Washington    Turnpike 

CO 977 

**        (retained)  lighthouses, 

&c 735,977 

**        (retained)      Louisville 

and  Portland  canal  co.735,  977 
**  (retained)  harbor  bill . .  .995 
*•  *<        interest  to  the 

states.... 995 

««        adjournment    of   con- 
gress   1021 

"        (retained)  funds  receiv- 
able for  U.  S.  revenue.  ...1025 
««        (retained)  Clay's  Land 

bill,  appendix xxx 

lyier,  fiscal  bank  of  U.  S 1244 

«      fiscal  corporation. 1248 

"      first  tarifl  bill 1260 

"      second  do , 1284 

••      reasons  for  approving  ap- 
portionment bill 1279 

**      (retained)  repealing  sixth 

section  of  public  land  bill  1314 
•*      (retained)  regulating  con- 
tested elections 1314 

«<      eastern  harbor  bill 1366 

•*      revenue  cutter  bill. .... .  1390 

**      (retained)    harbors     and 

rivers 1428 

Vermontt  admitted  into  the  Union.S3,150S 
senators  and  representatives. . . .  1517 
synopsis  of  the  constitution ....  1561 
Vessels  captured  durinj^  war  with  G. 

Britain,  on  each  side 377 

Veto,  pocket,  origin  of  the  term 995 

examples  i  304,  736,  882,  977,  995, 
of  i      1012,  1025, 1314,  1428 

Virginia  democrats,  a  portion  of,  op- 
pose Jefierson's  administration.  248 
senators     and     representatives 

from 1531 

state  of,  synopsis  of  constitution  1567 
Volunteer  military  force  recommend- 
ed (Madison) 280,302 

W. 
Wabash  river,  bill  to  improve,  vetoed 

by  Jackson 882 

Walker  Robt.  J.  appointed  secretary 

of  the  Treasury ••...1438 


PAML 

War,  to  be  prepared  for,  the  means 

of  preserving  peace  (Wash'gton)34 
with  Great  Britain  threatened, 

appendix ziii 

prospects  of,  from'  the  critical 
state  of  the  country,  in  1797, 

appendix zzi 

preparation  for,  with  France.  117,119 
preparations  for,  with  G.  Britain 

recommended  by  Madison 2SS 

with  Gt.  Britain  recommended 

by  Madison 293,  353 

a  democratic  measure 34S 

political  causes  of. 348 

declaration  of  reported 353 

majorities  on  adopting  in  congress  354 

copy  of  the  act 354 

president  issues  his  proclamation  354 
spirit  of  the  American  people, 

303,322 
with  Great  Britain,  vigorous  pro- 
secution of  recommended. ....  309 

advantages  of  to  the  U.  S 317 

British  manner  of  conducting. .  .322 
preparation  for,  in  time  of  peace.  326 

witn  Algiers  recommended 327 

successful  termination  of 32S 

continued  for  the  grievance  of 

impressment  alone 359 

effects  of,  on  the  people.  .^ 364 

measures  adopted  by  congress.. .  .366 
prosecuted  with  vigor  and  z«Bkl, 

in  1814 366 

preparations  for  continuance,  in 

1814.., 372 

effects,  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages of 376 

summary  of  results  of. 377 

expenditures,  losses,  &c 377 

with  Algiers 377,  373 

with  G.  Britain,  cost  of 426 

War  department,  established 82 

Madison  recommends  additional 

offices  in 293 

War  message,  Mexican 14S5 

Warehouse    system,     recommended 

by  Jackson 706 

(Tyler) 1305 

Warren,  Admiral,  arrives   in   the 

Chesapeake 358 

proposes  an  armistice.  •  •  • 355 

Warrington  Capt.  captures  a  British 

sloop  of  war 321, 369 

his  services  in  suppressing  pi- 
racy •  • 568 

acting  secretary  of  the  navy...  .1423 
Washington,  George,  bic«raphy  of... 25 

elected  President  of  U.  S. 2S 

re-elected  "  29,  S4 

retires  from  Presidency 29 

death 29 

character  and  personal  appear- 
ance   30 

speeches  and  messages  ot 31*78 
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W(uhingi€»,  inaugural  address,  1789.  .31 

««  "        1793.. 84 

special  messages,  appendix. .  • i 

aeclines  pecuniary  compensation.  •  33 

proclamation  of  neutrabty. 46 

*(  respecting  Pensyl- 

Tania  insurrection * 51 

second        «*        "    54 

farewell  address .....69 

his  policy  with  foreign  nations. 60, 61 
congratulates   Congress  on  the 
success  of  the  experiment  of 

a  national  government 68 

administration  of 79 

inauguration  at  New  York 80 

appoints  bis  cabinet 82 

tour  through  Eastern  States 82 

ratifies  Jay's  treaty 87 

his  private  character  assailed 88 

reply  to  Mr.  Adet,  on  presenta- 
tion of  French  colors 89 

character  of  his  administration. ...  93 
refuses  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, copy  of  instructions 

to  Mr.  Jay 90 

appendix xvii 

declines  a  re-election 91 

appointed     commander-in-chief 
of  the   provisional  army,  in 

1798 132 

his  last  visit  to  Philadelphia 133 

death  of,  announced  to  Congress. .  135 

appendix xxiii 

sympathy  of  Congress  expressed 

to  Mrs.  Washington,  appendix  xxiv 
his  remains,  desired  bv  Congress, 
to  be  interred  at  the  Capitol, 

appendix xxiv 

action  of  Congress,  on  monu- 
ment to 137 

monument  to,  recommended  (J. 

Q.  Adams) 593 

his  sword  presented  to  Cong[re8S.1346 
Washington,  Mrs.,  letter  to  President 
Adams,  on  death  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington   125 

Wa$hing;ton  City,  laid  out 40 

public  buildings,  commenced  at, 

appendix. •  .xvi 

liberal  grants  of  lands  to  U.  S., 

appendix •  •  .xvi 

removal  of  seat  of  government, 

to 123,  125,  126,  137 

taken  by  Uie  British,  in  1814. 

320,  368 

rebuilding  of  public  edifices 403 

advantages  as  a  metropolis 403 

improvement   of,  recommenda- 

fion 477 

Washington,  treaty  of..  .1290, 1329,  1421 
Wasp.  U.  S.  sloop-of-war,  success  of, 

321,  369 
JFayrUt  Gen,,  success  of,  against  In- 
dians • •••••••••59 


campaign  and  treaty. 


,86 


Webster,  Daniel,  discussion  in  Senate 

on  nullification 969 

appointed  secretary  of  state, 
^^  1192, 1395 
his  letters  on  remaining  in  Ty- 
ler's cabinet 1409,  1416 

resigns •  •  •  •  1422 

president's  special  message   in 
relation  to  his  expenditures 

while  secretary  of  state 1481 

Weights  and  MeasUtes,  unifoilnity 

in  (Washington) 34,  37,  42 

standard  of  (Madison) •  •  •  • .  335 
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BBYBNTH  CENSUS  OF  TUB  UNITED  STATES, 

JONB  1, 1850. 

Free  or  Nar^Slaveholding  States, 

Wbltai.  AMGokMwL  BOftTBi.  ToU 

Maine 581,863 1,325 583.ia 

New  Hampahire 317,489 475 5179ft 

Vermont 313,411 709 ai^isi 

Massaclrasetts. 985,704. 8,795 994.49? 

Rhode  Wand 144,000 3,644 ^ W,^ 

Connecticut 363,305 7,486 370"79: 

Total,  New  England.  .2,706,772 22,334 Ji;mM 

New  York 3,049,457 47,937 ^097,39^ 

New  Jeraey 466,240 23,093 222 489,»; 

Pennsylvania 2,258,463 53,323 2,311.736 

Ohio 1,956,108 24,300 I99(i^ 

Indiana 977,628 10,788 988.418 

Illinois 846,104 6,366 SSUIi) 

Iowa 191,879 335 mii 

Wisconsin. 304,565 626. mm 

Michigan 395,097 2,557 ^',m 

California. 163,200 1,800 165,000 

Minnesota  Ter 6,038 39. 6,071 

Oregon  Ter 13,087 206 m 

New  Mexico  Ter 61,530 17 6lii7 

Utah  Ter 11,330. 24 26. 11>S) 


Total,  ^  SSiSS!  1  •  -13,406,498 192,746. 248 

SlavehMing  States 

Delaware 71,289 17,957 8,289 91,535 

Maryland 418,590 74,077 *. .  .90,368 583,035 

Disctrict  of  Colombia 38,027 9,972 3,687 bljSSl 

Virginia ^95,304 53,829..... ..472,528..... 1,421.661 

North  Carolina 553,295 *.27,196 288,412.        '"'"'"'' 

South  Carolina 274,623 8,900 384^984 . 

Georgia. 521,438 2,880 381,681. 

Florida 47,167 925 39,309 87,401 

Alabama. 426,507 2,272 342,892 771,671 

SlisdssippL 295,758 899 30a89e. ..'..  .606^55 

Louisiana 255,416 17,537 239,021 611,974 

Texas 154,100, 331 .58,161.        "'" 

Arkansas 162,068 589 46,982. 

Tennessee 756,893 6,271 239,461. 

Kentucky. 761,688 9,736 210,981. 

Missouri .....' 592,077 2,544 87,422.. 

Total,  Slave  States. . .  .6,224,240 235,916 3,198,07^. 

Total,  United  States.. 19,630,738 428,661 .3,198,324. 


Free  States. 13,406,498 192,745 248. 

Slave  States 6,224,240 J235,916. 3,198,076... 


SEVENTH  CENSUS,  JUNE  1,  1840. 

13,406,498 192,745 

6,224,240 J235,916. 3,198, 

Total 19,630,738 .428.661 3,198,324.   ^^P 
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POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

FROM  THB  CENSUS  OF  1850  AND  OF  1840. 


MAINE.  - 
rea,  32,628  sq.  miles,  or  20,881,920  acres, 

onnties.                               1850.  1840. 

roostook 12,535  9,413 

amberland 79,549  68,660 

ranklin 20,027  20,800 

:ancock 34,372  28,646 

ennebec 62,521  55,804 

incoln 74,875  63,512 

xford 39,763  38,339 

enobscot 63,089  45,705 

iscataquia 14,735  13,138 

omerset 35,581  33,912 

iTaldo 47,230  41,535 

Vashington 38,810  28,309 

rork 60,101  64,023 

Total 683,188  601,796 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
A.rea,  9,411  sq.  miles,  or  6,023,040  acres. 

telknap 17,721  17.988 

.^arroU 20,156  19,973 

Cheshire ,. 30,144  26,429 

;oo9 11,853  9,849 

Jrafton 42,343  42,311 

lilUborough 67,477  42,494 

ilerrimac 38,446  36,253 

lockingham 61,086  45,771 

JtraflTord   29,364  23,166 

Sullivan 19,376  20,340 

Total  317,964  284,674 

VERMONT. 
Area,  10,212  sq.  miles,  or  6,636,680  acres. 

Udiaon 26,549  23,583 

Jennington .' 18,589  16,872 

Caledonia 23,596  21,891 

Chittenden 29,036  22,977 

Sssex ^-  4,650  4,226 

Franklin 28,686  24,631 

Srandlsle 4,145  3,883 

Lamoille , 10,872  10,475 

Grange 27,296  27,873 

Means  ...i 15,707  13,634 

Rutland 33,069  30,699 

Washington 24,654  23,506 

Windham 29,062  27,442 

Windsor 38,320  40,366 

Total 314,120  291,948 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Area,  7,500  sq.  miles,  or  4,800,000  acres. 

Oonntiss.                               1860.  1840. 

Barnstable 35,276  32,548 

Berkshire 49,591  41,746 

Bristol 76,192  60,164 

Dukes '.  4,640  3,956 

Essex 131,300  94,987 

Franklin 30,867  28,812 

Hampden 61,281  37,366 

Hampshire 35,732  30,897 

Middlesex 161,383  106,611 

Nantucket 8,452  9,012 

Norfolk 78,892  63,140 

Plymouth 55,697  47,373 

Suffolk 144,507  95,773 

Worcester 130,789  95,313 

Total 994,499  737,699 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Area,  1,340  sq.  miles,  or  857,600  acres. 

Bristol   8,614  6,476 

Kent : ' 15,068  13,083 

Newport 20,007  16,874 

Providence   87,625  68,073 

Washington 16,430  14,324 

Total 147,644  108,830 

CONNECTICUT. 
Area,  4,764  sq.  miles,  or  3,048,960  acres. 

Fairfield 59,77^  49,917 

Hartford - 69,966  66,62^ 

Litchfield 45,253  40,448 

Middlesex 30,680  24,879 

NewHayen 62,126  48,619 

New  London 61,821  44,463 

Tolland 20,091  17,980 

Windham 31,079  28,080 

Total 370,791  310,015 

NEW  YORK. 
Area,  46,086  sq.  miles,  or  29,494,400  acres. 

Albany  , 93,279  68,593 

Allegany 37,808  40,975 

Broome 30,660  22,338 

Cattaraugus 38,950  28,872 

Cayuga  66,458  60,338 

Chautauque 60,493  47,975p 

Chemung 28,821  20,732^ 
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OMmtiei.                               MO.  2840. 

Chenango 40,311  40,785 

Clinton 40,047  28,167 

Colnmbit 43,073  43.252 

CortUnd 25,140  24,607 

Delaware 39,834  35,396 

Datchefls 58,992  52,398 

Erie 100,993  62,465 

Essex 31,148  23,634 

Franklin 25,102  16,618 

Fulton 20,171  18,049 

Genesee 28,488  59,587 

Oreene 33,126  30,446 

Hamilton 2,188  1,907 

Herkimer 38,244  37,477 

Jefferson   68,153  60,984 

Kings 138,882  47,613 

Lewis   24,564  17,830 

Livingston 40,875  35,140 

Madison 43,072  40,008 

Monroe 87,650  64,902 

Mont^mery 31,992  35,818 

New  York 515,547  312,710 

Nispara 42,276  31,132 

Oneida 99,566  86,310 

Onondaga 85,890  67,91 1 

Ontario 43,929  43,501 

Orange 57,145  60,739 

Orleans 28,501  25,127 

Oswego 62,198  43,619 

Otsego 48,638  49,628 

Putnam 14,138  12,825 

Qaeens 36,833  30,324 

Rensselaer 73,363  60,295 

Richmond    15,061  10,965 

Rockland 16.962  11,976 

St.  Lawrence 68,617  56,706 

Saratoga 45,646  40,553 

Schenectady 20,054  17,387 

Schoharie 33,548  32,358 

Sen<«a 25,441  24;874 

Suffolk 36,922  32,469 

Steuben 63,771  46,138 

SuUivan 25,088  15,629 

Tioga 24,880  20,527 

Tompkins 38,746  37,948 

Ulster 59,384  45,822 

Warren 17,199  13,422 

Washington 44,750  41,080 

Wayne 44,953  42,067 

Westehester 58,263  48,686 

Wyoming 31,981  new  co. 

Yatos 20,590  20,444 

Total 3,097,394  2,428.957 

NEW  JERSEY. 
Area,  8,320  sq.  miles,  or  5,324,800  acres. 

Atlantic 8,961  8,726 

Bcrffen 14,725  13,223 

Burtington 43,203  32,831 

Camden 25,422  new  co. 

CapeMay 6,433  5,324 

Cumberland 17,189  14,374 

Essex 73,950  44,621 


Cbnatiss.                                1860.  IMB 

Gloucester 14.665  25,4^ 

Hudson 21,821  9,4?! 

Hunterdon 28,989  24,7r« 

Mercer 27,992  21,^^: 

Middlesex 28,635  Ql.f^ 

Monmouth 30,313  32.999 

Morris 30,158  J 

Ocean 10,032  J       '^^** 

Passaic 22,575  16,7i* 

Salem 19,467  16,024 

Somerset i 19,688  17,455 

Sussex 22,989  21J70 

Warren 22,358  20,36f 

Total 489,555  373,30$ 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Area,  44,000  sq.  miles,  or  28,160,000  acres. 

Adams 25,981  23,044 

Alleghany 138,290  81,-235 

Armstrong 29,560  28,365 

Beaver 26,689  29,36q 

Bedford 23,052  29,335 

Berks 77,129  64,669 

Blair 21,777  new  co. 

Bradford 42,831  32,769 

Bucks 56,091  48,107 

Butler 30,346  22,373 

Cambria 17,773  1 1,256 

Carbon 15,686  new  co- 
Centre 23,355  20,493 

Chester 66,438  67,515 

Clarion 23,565  new  co. 

Clearfield 12,586  7,834 

Clinton 11,207  8,323 

Columbia 17,710  24,267 

Crawford 37,849  31,724 

Cumberland 34,327  30,953 

Dauphin ..36,764  30,113 

Delaware 24,679  1 9,791 

Elk. 3,531  new  CO. 

Erie 38,742  31,344 

Fayetto 39,112  33,574 

Forest   561  new  co. 

Franklin 39,904  37,793 

Fulton 7,567  new  co. 

Greene 22,136  19,147 

Huntingdon 24,786  35«484 

Indiana 27,170  20,782 

Jefferson 12,957  7,253 

Juniata 13,029  11,080 

Lancaster 98,944  84,203 

Lawrence 21,079  new  co. 

Lebanon 26,071  21,872 

Lehigh 32,479  25,785 

Luzerne   56,072  44,006 

Lycoming 26,257  22,649 

M*Kean 6,254  2,975 

Mercer 33,172  32,873 

Mifflin 14,980  13,092 

Monroe 13,270  9,879 

Montgomery 58,291  47,241 

Montour .^^..13,239  new  co. 

Northampton . .  ^^^  ^r  Ci<^0t235  40,996 
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OouLtiai.                                1860.  1840. 

:Kortbomberland 23,272  20, 027 

Terry 20,088  17,096 

I^hiladelphia 408,762  258,037 

Pike 5,881  3,832 

Potter 6,048  3,371 

Schuylkill 60,713  29,053 

Somerset 24,416  19,650 

Suaqaehanna 28,688  21,195 

Sullivan 3,694  new  co. 

Tioga 23,987  15,498 

Union 26,083  22,787 

Venango 18,310  17,900 

AVarren 13,671  9,278 

AVashington 44,939  41,279 

AVayne 21,890  11,848 

'Wyoming 10,655  new  co, 

'Westmoreland a 51,726  42,699 

York 57,450  47,010 

Total 2,311,786  1,724,031 

DELAWARE. 
Area,  2,120  sq.  miles,  or  1,356,300  acres. 

Kent - 22,816  19,872 

New  Castle 42,784  33,120 

Sussex 25,935  25,093 

Total 91,535  78,085 

MARYLAND. 
Area,  13,959  sq".  miles,  or  8,933,760  acres. 

Alleghany 22,769  15,690 

Anne  Arundel 32,393  29,532 

Baltimore  City 169,054  102,313 

Baltimore  County 41 ,592  32,066 

Calvert 9,646  9,229 

Caroline 9,692  7,806 

Carroll 20,616  new  co. 

Cecil 18,939  17,232 

Charles - 16,162  16,023 

Dorchester 1 8,877  18,843 

Frederick 40,987  36,405 

Harford 19,356  17,120 

Kent 11,386  10,842 

Montgomery 16,860  14,669 

Prince  George's 21,550  19,539 

Queen  Anne's 14,484  12,633 

Somerset..;. 22,456  19,508 

St.  Mary's .-..13,698  13,224 

Talbot 13,811  12,090 

Washington 30,848  28,850 

Worcester 18,859  18,377 

Total 683,035  469,232 

VIRGINIA. 

SASTERIf  VIRGIIVIA* 

Area,  64,000  sq.  miles,  or  40,960,000  acres. 

Acoomac 17,890  17,096 

Albemarle 25,800  22,924 

Appomatoz 9,193  new  co. 

imherst 12,699  12,576 


1860.  1840. 

Amelia 9,770  10,320 

Alexandria* 10,008  new  co. 

Brunswick 13,894  14,346 

Bedford 24,080  20,203 

Buckingham 13,837  18,786 

Culpeper 12,282  11,393 

Cumberland 9,751  10,399 

Charlotte 13,955  11,595 

Caroline 18,456  17,813 

Chesterfield '. . .  .17,489  17,148 

Charles  City 5,200  4,774  * 

Campbell 23,245  21 ,030 

Dinwiddie 25,1 1 8  22,558 

Essex 10,206  11,309 

Elizabeth  City 4,586  3,706 

Fauquier 20,868  21,877 

Franklin 17,430  15,832 

Fairfax 10, 682  9,370 

Fluvanna 9,487  8,812 

Greene ^ 4,400  4,235 

Grenville 5,639  6,366 

Goochland 10,352  9,760 

Gloucester 10,627  10,715 

Henrico 43,572  33,076 

Hanover 15,153  14,968 

Halifax 25,962  25,936 

Henry 8,872  7,336 

James  City 4,020  3,679 

Isle  of  Wight 9,353  9,972 

King  and  Queen 10,319  10,862 

King  George 5,971  5,927 

King  William : 8,779  9,258 

Louisa 16,691  15,433 

Lunenburg 11,692  11,056 

Lancaster 4,708  4,628 

Loudoun    22,079  20,43i 

Madison 9,331  8,107 

Mecklenberg 20,630  20,724 

Mathews 6,714  7,442 

Middlesex 4,394  4,392 

Northumberland 7,346  '  7,924 

Nansemond 12,283  10,796 

Northampton 7,498  7,716 

NewKent 6,C64  6,230 

Nottaway 8,437  9,719 

Nelson 12,758  12,287 

Norfolk, - 33,036  27,569 

Orange 10,007  9,125 

Patrick 9,609  8,032 

Pittsylvania 28,796  26,398 

Powhattan 8,178  7,924 

Prince  Edward 11,857  14,069 

Prince  George 7,596  7,17& 

Prince  William 8,129  8,144 

Princess  Ann . .  .^ 7,669  7,285 

Rappahannock 9,752  9,257 

Richmond 6,448  5,969> 

Spottsylvania 14,911  15,161 

Southampton  « 13,621  1 4,525 

Stafford 8,044  8,454 

Surry 5,679  6,480 

Sussex 9,820  11,22ft 

Warwick 1,546  1,45G 

*  Thlt  ooontj  tonai&Ay  belongad  to  (bo  Dlit  orCokmbl% 
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OontiM.  1150. 

Westmoreland.... 6,080 

York 4,460 


1840. 

8,019 
4,720 


Total  East  Virginia  ..856,698  .  806,942 


WKSTERlt   ViaOIlflA. 

Allegbany 3,616  2,749 

Augoata 24,610  19,628 

Barbour , 9,005  new  co. 

Bath 3,426  4,300 

Berkeley 11,771  10,972 

Brooke 5,054  7,948 

Braxton 4,212  2,575 

Boone 3,237  new  co. 

Botetourt 14,908  11,679 

Cabell 6,299  8,163 

Carroll 6,909  new  co. 

Clarke 7,352  7,353 

Doddridge 2,750  new  co. 

Fayette 3,955  3,924 

Floyd 6,458  4,453 

Frederick 15,975  14,242 

Giles 6,670  5,307 

Gilmer.., 3,475  new  co. 

Grayson 6,677  '      9,087 

Greenbrier 10,022  8,696 

Hampshire 14,036  12,295 

Hancock 4,050  new  co. 

Hardy 9.543  7,622 

Harrison 11,728  17,669 

Highland ,...  4,227  new  co. 

Jackson   6,544  4,890 

Jefferson 16,357  14,082 

Kanawha 15,353  13,567 

Lee 10,267  8,441 

Lewis 10,031  8, 1 61 

Logan 3,620  4,309 

Marion 10,552  new  co. 

Marshall 10,138  6.937 

Mason 7,539  6,777 

Mercer :...  4,222  2,233 

Monongalia 12,387  17,368 

Monroe    10,304  8,422 

Montgomery 8,359  7,405 

Morgan  i 3,557  4,253 

Nicholas 3,963  2,615 

Ohio 18,006  13,357 

Page 7,600  6,194 

Pendleton 5,795  6,940 

Pocahontas 3,598  2,922 

Preston  . . .  .• 11,708  6,866 

Pulaski 6,118  3,739 

Putnam 5,335  new  co. 

Raleigh 1,765  new  co. 

Randolph 5,245  6,208 

Ritchie 3,902  new  co. 

Roanoke 8,477  5,499 

Rockbridge 16,045  14,284 

Rockingham 20,294  17,344 

Russell 11,919  7,878 

Scott 9,829  7,303 

Shenandoah 13,768  11,618 

Smyth 8,162  6,522 

Taylor 5,367  newco. 


Ommtisi.                               180a  IM 

Tazewell 9,942  6.2l-' 

Tyler 6,498  6,as, 

Warren 6,607  S.6r 

Washington 14,612  13,ej: 

Wayne 4,760  newcc. 

Wetzel 4,284  oewoc 

Wirt 3,353  new  ca 

Wood 9,450  7,923 

Wyoming y.  1,645  new  ca 

Wythe 12,024  9.375 

Total  W.  Virginia  . .  .564,963  432.855 

Total  Population  of  Virginia:  In  1850. 
1,421,661 ;  in  1840,  1,239,797. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
Area,  63  square  mUes,  or  40,320  acres. 

Washington  City 40,001  23,364 

Total  Population  of  Dist.  51,687  33,745 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 
Area,  43,800  sq.  miles,  or  28,032,000  acres. 

Alamance 11,444  new  co. 

Alexander 5,220  newco. 

Anson 13,489  15,077 

Ashe 8,777  7,467 

Beaufort.^ 13,816  12,225 

Bertie 12,851  12,175 

Bladen 9,767  a022 

Brunswick 7,272  6,265 

Buncombe 13,426  10,064 

Burke 7,772  15,799 

Cabarras 9,747  9,259 

Caldwell 6,317  newco. 

Camden 6,049  5,663 

Cartaret 6,803  6,591 

Caswell 15,269  •  14,693 

Catawba 8,862  newco. 

Chatham 18,449  16,242 

Chowan 6,721  6,690 

Cleaveland 10,396  new  co. 

Columbus 6,909  3,941 

Craven 14,709  13,138 

Cumberland 20,610  15,264 

Currituck  . . . , 7,236  6,703 

Cherokee 6,838  3,427 

Duplin 13,514  11,182 

Davie 7,866  7,574 

Davidson : 15,320  14,606 

Edgecomb '. 17,189  15,706 

Franklin 11,713  10,980 

Forsythe 11,168  new  co. 

Gates - 8,426  8,161 

Granville  , 21,249  18,817 

Greene 6,619  6,595 

Guilford 19,764  19,175 

Gaston 8,073  newco. 

Halifax 16,689  1 6,865 

Haywood 7,074  4,975 

Henderson 6,853  5,129 

Hertford 8,142  7,484 

Hyde 7,636  6,458 
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Ooontiei.                               1850.  IMO. 

Johnston 13,726  10,599 

Jones 5,038  4,945 

licnoir 7,828  7,605 

X.incoIn 7,746  26,160 

Martin 8,307  7,637 

H'Dowell 6,246  new  co. 

Mecklenberg 13,914  18,273 

Montgomery 6,872  10,780 

Moore 9,342  7,988 

Macon 6,389  4,869 

Nash 10,657  9,047 

New  Hanoyer 17,668  13,312 

Northampton 13«335  13,369 

Onslow 8,283  7,527 

Orange 17,055  24,356 

Pasquotank 8,950  8,514 

Perquimans 7,331  7,346 

Person 10,781  9,790 

Pitt 13,397  11,806 

Randolph 15,832  12,875 

Richmond 9,818  8,909 

Kovmn. 13,870  12,109 

Robeson - 12,826  10,370 

Rockingham 14,495  13,442 

Rutherford 13,550  19,202 

Sampson 14,585  12,157 

Stokes 9,206  1,6265 

Surry 18,443  15,079 

Stanly   6,922  new  co. 

Tyrrell 5,133  *    4,657 

Union 10,051  new  co. 

Wake 24,887  21,118 

Warren 13,912  12,929 

Washington 5,666  4,525 

Wilkes 12,099  12,577 

Watauga 3,400  new  co. 

Wayne 13,486  10,891 

Yancy 8,205  5,962 

Total 868,903  753,419 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
Area,  28,200  sq.  miles,  or  18,048,000  acres. 

•Abbeyille 32,318  29,351 

Anderson «. 21,475  18,493 

Barnwell 26,608  21,471 

Beaufort 38,805  35,794 

Charleston 72,805  82,661 

Chester   18,038  17,747 

Chesterfield  . ^- 10,790  8,674 

Colleton 39,505  25,548 

Darlington 16,830  14,822 

Edgefield  - 39,262  32,862 

Fairfield 21,404  20,166 

Georgetown 20,647  18,274 

GreenviUe 20,156  17,839 

Horrey 7,646  5,755 

Kershaw  14,473  12,281 

Lancaster 10,988  9,907 

Laurens 23,407  21,684 

Lexington 12,930  12,111 

Marion 17,407  13,932 

Marlboro' 10,789  8,408 

Newbury 20,143  13,360 


Oonnties.                               1800.  1840. 

Orangeburg 23,582  18,619 

Pickens 16,904  14,356 

Richland, 20,243  16,397 

Spartanburg 26,400  23,669 

Sumter 33,220  27,892 

Union , 19,862  18,936 

Williamsburg 12,447  10,327 

York 19,433  18,383 

Total 668,607  694,398 

GEORGIA. 
Area,  62,000  sq.  miles,  or  39,680,000  acres. 

Appling 2,949  2,062 

Baker.., 8,120  4,226 

Baldwin 8,148.  7,250 

Bibb 12,699  9,802 

Bryan 3,424  3,182 

Bullock 4,300  3,102 

Burke 16,100  13,176 

Butts 6,488  6,308 

Camden 6,319  6,076 

Campbell 7,232  6,370 

Carroll 9.357  6,252 

Cass 13,300  9,390 

Chatham 23,901  18,801 

Chattooga 6,815  3,438 

Cherokee 12,800  6,895 

Clarke 11,119  10,622 

Cobb 13,843  7,539 

Columbia 11,961  11,356 

Coweta 13,635  10,364 

Crawford 8,984  .  7,981 

Dade 2,680  1,364 

Decatur 8,262  6,872 

DeKalb 14,328  10,467 

Dooly 8,361  4,427 

Early 7,246  6,444 

Effingham 3,864  3,076 

Elbert 12,959  11,126 

Emanuel 4,577  3,129 

Fayette 8,709  6,191 

Floyd 8,205  4,441 

Forsyth 8,850  5,619 

Franklin '. 11,513  9,886 

Gilmer 8,440  2,636 

Glynn 4,933  6.302 

Gordon 6,984  new  co. 

Greene 13,068  11,690 

Gwinnett 11,257  10,804 

Habersham 8,895  7,961 

Hall 8,713  7,876 

Hancock 11,578  9,659 

Harris 14,721  13,933 

Heard 6,923  6,329 

Henry 14,726  11,766 

Houston    16,450  9,711 

Irwin 3,334  2,038 

Jackson 9,768  8,522 

Jasper ...11,486  11,111 

Jones 10,224  10,065 

Jefferson 9,131  7,264 

Laurens 6,442  6,565 

L«« mm^^^^Ogi^^^^ 
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1860. 

Liberty 7,926  7,421 

Lincoln    5,998  6,895 

Lowndes 8,351  5,574 

Lnmpkin 8,954  5,671 

Macon 7,052  5,045 

Madison 5,603  4,510 

Marion 10,280  4,812 

M'Intoeh 6,028  5,360 

Meriwether 16,476  14,132 

Monroe 16,985  16,275 

Montgomery 2,154  1,616 

Morgan .10,744  9,121 

Murray 14,433  4,695 

Muscogee 18,578  11,699 

Newton 13,296.  11,628 

Oglethorpe 12,259  10,868 

Paulding   7,039  2,566 

Pike 14,305  9,176 

Pulaski 6,627  6,389 

Putnam 10,794  10,260 

Rabun 2,448  1,912 

Randolph 12,868  8,276 

Richmond 16,246  11,932 

Scriven 6,847  4,794 

Stewart 16,027  12,933 

Sumter 10,322  5,759 

Talbot 16,534  15,627 

Taliaferro 5,146  5,190 

Tatnall 3,227  2,724 

Telfair 3,026  2,763 

Thomas 10,103  6,766 

Troup -.16,879  15,733 

Tvigg* 8,179  8,422 

Union 7,234  3,152 

Upson 9,424  9,408 

Walker 13,109  6,572 

Walton 10,821  10,209 

Ware 3,888  2,323 

Warren 12,425  9,789 

Washington 11,766  10,565 

Wayne 1,499  1,258 

Wilkinson 8,212  6,842 

Wilkes 12,107  10,148 

Total  905,999  691,392 

FLORIDA. 
Area,  53,786  sq.  miles,  or  34,423,040  acres. 

Alachua 2,524  2,282 

Benton 926  new  co. 

Calhoun 1,377  1,142 

Columbia 4,808  2,102 

Dade 159  446 

Duval 4,539  4,156 

Escambia 4,351  3,993 

Franklin   1,561  1,030 

Gadsden 8,783  5,992 

Hamilton 2,469  1,464 

Hillsborough 2,377  '452 

Holmes^! 1,644  new  co. 

Jackson 6,639  4,681 

Jefferson   7,718  6,713 

Leon 11,442  10,713 

Levy 466  new  co. 


Oouatlii.  UM. 

Madison 5,490  2,644 

Marion 3,338  newoou 

Monroe 2,643  ©?? 

Mnsquito dropped  73 

Nassau 2,164  1,^ 

Orange 466  newca 

Putnam 687  new  ca 

St.  John 2,525  2,GM 

St.  Lucie 139  new  co. 

SantaRosa 2,883  newco. 

Wakulla 1,956  ncweo. 

Walton 1,379  1,461 

Washington ^...  1,960  859 

Total 87,401  54,477 

ALABAMA. 
Area,  50,722  sq.  miles,  or  32,462,020  acres. 

Autauca 15,023  14,343 

Baldwin 4,414  2,951 

Barbour 23,632  12,024 

Benton 17,163  14,2^ 

Bibb 9,969  8,2S4 

Blount 7,367  6,570 

Butler 10,836  8,685 

Chambers 23,960  17,333 

Cherokee 13,884  8,773 

Choctaw 8,389  newco. 

Clarke 9,7-J6  8,640 

Coffee   5,940  newco. 

Conecuh 9,322  8,197 

Coosa 14,543  6,995 

Covington  ...^ 3,645  2,435 

Dale 6,346  7.397 

Dallas    29,727  25,199 

DeKalb 8,245  6,929 

Fayette 9,681  6,942 

Franklin 19,610  14,270 

Greene 31,441  24,024 

Hancock  1,542  new  co. 

Henry 9,019  6,787 

Jackson 14,088  15,715 

Jefferson 8,989  7,131 

Lauderdale 17,172  14,485 

Lawrence 1 15,258  13,313 

Limestone 16,483  14,374 

Lowndes 21,915  19,639 

Macon 26,898  11,247 

Madison 26,427  25,706 

Marengo 27,831  17,264 

Marion 7,833  6,847 

Marshall  8,846  7,653 

Mobile 27,600  18,741 

Monroe 12,013  10,680 

Montgomery 29,795  24,574 

Morgan- 10,126  9,841 

Perry 22,286  19,086 

Pickens 21,512  17,118 

Pike 15,920  10,108 

Randolph 11,681  4,973 

Russell 19,548  13,513 

Shelby 9,536  6,112 

St.  Clair 6,829  6,638 

®"°^' 0^Ttrz-e^6y— «2»2M  29.937 
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OmmtiM                               1850.  1840. 

Talladega 18,624  12,687 

Tallapoosa 15,684  6,444 

Tuscaloosa 18,056  16,583 

"Walker   5,124  4,032 

Washington 2,713  6,300 

Wilcox 17,352  15,278 

Total 771,671  590,756 


MISSISSIPPI. 

Area,  47,151  sq.  miles,  or  30,176,640  acres. 

Adams .**. 18,622  19,434 

Amite 9,694  9,511 

Attila 10,999  4,303 

Bolivar 2,577  1,356 

Carroll 18,491  10,481 

Chickasaw 16,368  2,955 

Choctaw 11,402  6,010 

Claiborne 14,941  13,078 

Clarke 5,477  2,986 

Coahoma 2,780  1,290 

Copiah 11,794  8,945 

Covington 3,338  2,717 

DeSoto 19,042  7,002 

Franklin   5,904  4,775 

Green 2,018  1,636 

Hancock 3,672  3,367 

Harrison 4,875  new  co. 

Hinds 25,340  19,098 

Holmes 13,928  9,452 

Issaquena 4,478  new  co. 

Itawamba 13,528  5,375 

Jackson - 3,196  1,965 

Jasper 6,184  3,958 

Jefferson 13,193  11,650 

Jones 2,164  1,258 

Kemper 12,517  7,663 

Lafayette 14,069  6,531 

Lauderdale 8,717  5,358 

Lawrence 6,478  5,920 

Leake 5,533  2,162 

Lowndes 19,544  14,513 

Madison 18,173  15,530 

Marion 4,410  3,630 

Marshall 29,689  17,526 

Monroe 21,172  9,250 

Neshoba 4,728  2,437 

Newton 4,465  2,527 

Noxubee 16,299  9,975 

Oktibbeha 9,171  4,276 

Panola 11,444  4,657 

Perry 2,438  1,887 

Pike 7,360  6,161 

Pontotoc 17,112  4,491 

Rankin 7.227  4,631 

Scott 3,961  1,653 

Simpson 4,734  3,380 

Smith 4,071  1,961 

Sunflower.. ...... ......  1,102  new  co. 

Tallahatchee 4,643  2,985 

Tippah 20,741  9,444 

Tishemingo 15,490  6,681 


OoontiM.                                1850.  1840. 

Tunica 1,314  821 

Warren 18,121  15,820 

Washington 8,389  7,287 

Wayne 2,892  2,120 

Wilkinson 16,914  14,193 

Winston 7,956  4,650 

Yallabusha 17,258  12,248 

Yazoo 14,418  10,480 

Total 606,655  375,651 


LOUISIANA. 

Area,  46,431  sq.  miles,  or  29,716,840  acres. 

Ascension 10,762  6,95  L 

Assumption 10,538  7,141 

Avoyelles 9,326  6,616 

Baton  Rouge  E 11,977  8,138 

Baton  Rouge  W 6,270  4,688 

Bienville 5,639  new  co. 

Bossier...!. 6,962  new  co. 

Caddo 8,884  6,282 

Calcasieu 3,914  2,057 

Caldwell 2,815  2,017 

Carroll 8,789  4,237 

Catahoula 7,132  '4,956 

Claiborne 7,471  6,185 

Concordia 7,758  9,414 

DeSoto 8,019  new  co. 

Feliciana  E 13,698  11,893 

Feliciana  W 13,245  10,910 

Franklin   3,251  new  co. 

Iberville 12,279  8,495 

Jackson 6,666  new  co. 

Jefferson 25,091  10,470 

Lafayette 6,720  7,841 

LaFonrche 9,633  7,303 

Livingston 3,386  2,316 

Madison 8,773  6,142 

Morehouse 3,913  new  co. 

Nachitoches 14,201  14,360 

Orleans 119,461  102,193 

Ouchita 6,008  4,640 

Plaquemine 7,390  6,060 

Point  Conpee 11,339  7,898 

Rapides 16,561  14,138 

Sabine 4,515  new  co. 

St.  Bemarde 3,802  3,237 

St.  Charles 5,120  4,700 

St.  Helena 4,661  3,525 

St.  James 11,098  8,548 

St.  John  Baptist 7,317  6,776 

St.  Landry 22,253  16,233 

St.  Martin's 11,766  8,674 

St.  Mary's 13,700  8,950 

St.  Tammany 6,364  4,598 

Tensas 9,040  new  co. 

Terre  Bonne- 7,724  4,410 

Union 8,203  1,838 

Vermillion 3,409  new  co. 

Washington .' 3,408  2,649 

Total 517,739  352,411 
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TENNESSEE. 
Area,  45,322  sq.  miles,  or  28,906,080  acres. 

BASTSEN    TENNESSEE. 

OouitiM.                                U50.  1840. 

AnderBon 6,938  5,658 

Bledsoe 5,959  5,676 

Blount •..12,382  11,745 

Bradley 12,259  7,385 

Campbell 6,068  ^6,149 

Carter 6,296  6,372 

Claiborne 9,369  9,474 

Cocke 8,300  6,992 

Granger 12,370  10,572 

Greene 17,824  16,076 

Hamilton 10,075  8,175 

Hancock  5,660  new  co. 

Hawkins 13,370  15,035 

Jefferson 13,204  12,076 

Johnson 3,705  2,658 

Knox 18,755  15,485 

Marion 6,314  6,070 

Meigs 4,879  4,7:94 

Monroe 10,874  ^12,056 

Morgan 3,430  "  2,660 

M»Minn 13,906  12,719 

Polk 6,338  3,570 

Rhea 4,415  3,985 

Roane 12,185  10,948 

Scott 1,905  new  CO. 

Sevier 6,920  6,442 

Sullivan 11,742  10,736 

Washington 13,861  11,751 

Total  260,303  224,259 

MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 

Bedford 21,512  20,646 

Cannon 8,982  7,193 

Coffee 8,351  8,184 

Davidson 38,881  30,509 

Dickson 8,404  7,074 

DeKalb 8.016  6,868 

Fentress 4,454  3,550 

Franklin 13,768  12,033 

Giles 25,949  21,494 

Grundy 2,773  newco. 

Hickman 9,397  6,618 

Humphreys 6,422  6,195 

Jackson 16,673  12,872 

Lawrence 9,280  7,121 

Lewis 4,438  newco. 

Ltncohi 23,492  21,493 

Macon 6,948  newco. 

Marshall 15,616  14,555 

Maury 29,520  28,186 

Montgomery 21,046  16,927 

Overton 11,211  9,279 

Robertson 16,146  13,801 

Rutherford 29,122  24,282 

Smith 18,412  21,179 

Steward 9,719  8,587 

Sumner 22,717  22,445 

Van  Bnren 2,674  newco. 

Warren 10,179  10,803 


OonntiSB.  1850. 

Wayne 8,170 

White 11,444 

Williamson 27,201 

Wilson 27,444 

Total 477,359 

WESTERN  TXNirsSSKK. 

Benton 6,315 

Carroll 15,967 

Decatur 6,003 

Dyer 6,361 

Fayette 26,719 

Gibson 19,548 

Haywood 17,259 

Henderson 13,164 

Hardeman 17,456 

Hardin 10,^28 

Henry 18,233 

Lauderdale 5.169 

Madison 21,470 

M*Nairy  21,864 

Obion 7,633 

Perry 5,822 

Shelby 31,157 

Tipton 8,887 

Weakley 14,606 

Total 264,963 
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KENTUCKY. 
Area,  40,60p  sq.  miles,  or  25,926,000  ac!v«  I 

Adair 9,898  f.;* 

Allen 8,742  T^r- 

Anderson 6,260  s.^:. 

Ballard 5,496  newsr 

Barren 20,240  IT.:- 

Bath 12,115  9,:" 

Boone 11,185  10.- 

Bourbon 14,466  14.(^ 

Boyle ^ 9,116  newoc^ 

Breathitt 3,785  2i§t 

Brecken 8,903  7,.:' 

Breckenridge 10,593  eSA 

Bullitt 6,774  SS- 

Butler 5,755  3.*^ 

Caldwell  13,048  ia:>i 

Callaway 8,096  9.7.- 

CampbeU 13,127  5.2.4 

Carroll 5,526  3.5t- 

Carter 6,241  2.^: 

Casey 6,556  4,^ 

Christian 19,580  15.5t* 

Clark 12,683  10,5  - 

Clay 5,421  4,6- 

Clinton 4,889  3,^^^ 

Crittenden... 6,351  newco 

Cumberland 7,005  6,0$-: 

Daviess 12,353  8,331 

Edmonston 4,088  2,91- 

Estill 5,985  5.53; 

Fayette 22,735  22,1?^ 

Fleming ^^  .  .13,914  13,36: 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 
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OofontiM.                                1860.  1840. 

Floyd ^  6,714  6,302 

Franklin 12,462  .    9,420 

Fulton.., 4,446  new  co. 

Gallatin  - 5,137  4,003 

Garrard j#.-. 10,J237  10,480 

Grant 6,531  4,192 

Graves 11,397  7,465 

Grayson 6,837  4,461 

Green 9,060  14,212 

Greenup 9,654  6,297 

Hancock 3,853  2,581 

Hardin 14,525  16,357 

Harlan 4,268  3,015 

Harrison 12,964  12,472 

Hart 9,093  7,031 

Henderson 12,171  9,548 

Henry 11,442  10,015 

Hickman 4,791  8,968 

Hopkins 12,441  9, 171 

Jefferson 59,831  36,346 

Jessamine .10,249  9,396 

Johnson 3,873  new  co. 

Kenton 17,038  7,816 

Knox 7,050  5,722 

Laurel 4,145  3,079 

La  Rue 5,859  new  co. 

Lawrence 6,281  4,730 

Letcher 2,512  new  co. 

Lewis ^ 7,202  6,306 

Lincoln 10,093  10,187 

Livingston '  6,578  9,025 

"Logan   ...1 16.581  13,615 

Madison 15,727  16,355 

Marion 11,765  11,032 

Mason 18,344  15,719 

^larshall 5,269  new  co. 

M'Cracken 6,067  4,745 

Meade 7,393  6,780 

Mercer 14,067  18,720 

Monroe 7,756  6,526 

Montgomery 9,903  9,332 

Morgan 7,620  4,603 

Muhlenburg 10,809  6,964 

Nelson 14,789  13,637 

Nicholas 10,361  8,745 

Ohio 9,749  6,592 

Oldham 7,629  7,380 

Owen 10,444  8,232 

Owsley 3,774  new  co. 

Pendleton 6,774  4,455 

Perry 2,192  3,089 

Pike 5,365  3,567 

Pulaski 14,195  9,620 

Rockcastle 4,697  3,409 

Russell 5,349  4,238 

Scott 14,946  13,668 

Shelby 17,095  17,768 

Simpson...* 7,733  6,637 

Spencer 6,843  6,681 

Taylor 7,250  new  co. 

Todd 12,268  9,991 

Trigg 10,129  7,716 

Trimble 5,963  4,480 

Union , 9,012  6,673 

Warren 16,123  16,446 


1850. 

Washington 12,194 

Wayne 8,692 

Whitley 7,447 

Woodford 12,423 


1840. 

10,596 
7,399 
4,673 

11,740 


Total 982,405  779,828 

OHIO. 
Area,  39,964  sq.  miles,  or  25,576,960  acres. 

Adams 18,883  13,183 

Allen 12,109  9,079 

Ashland 23,792  new  co. 

Ashtabula 28,766  23,724 

Athens 18,215  19,109 

Auglaize 11,338  new  co. 

Belmont 34,600  30,901 

Brown 27,332  22,715 

Butler 30,789  28,173 

Carroll 17,685  18,018 

Champaign 19,762  16,721 

Clark 22,178  16,882 

Clermont 30,455  23,106 

Clinton 18,838  15,719 

Columbiana 83,621  40,378 

Coshocton 25,674  21,590 

Crawford 18,177  13,152 

Cuyahoga 48,099  26,506 

Darke 20,274  13,282 

Defiance   6,966  new  co. 

Delaware 21,817  22,060 

Erie 18,568  12,599 

Fairfield 30,264  31,924 

Fayette 12,726  10.984 

Franklin 42,910  25,949 

Fulton 7,781  new  co. 

Gallia 17,063  13,444 

Geauga 17,827  16,297 

Greene 21 ,946  17,628 

Guernsey.. 30,438  27,748 

Hamilton 166,843  80,146 

Hancock 16,751  9,986 

Hardin 8,251  4,598 

Harrison  20,157  20,099 

Henry 3,436  2,503 

Highland 26,781  22,269 

Hocking 14,il9  9,741 

Holmes 20,462  18,088 

Huron 26,203  23,933 

Jackson , 12,721  9,744 

Jefferson   29,132  25.030 

Knox 28,873  29,579 

Lake  14,654  9,738 

Lawrence 16,246  13,719 

Licl^ing. 38,846  35,096 

Logan   19,162  14,015 

Lorain 26,086  18,467 

Lucas 12,363  9,382 

Madison 10,016  9,026 

Mahoning 23,736  new  co. 

Mari^ 12,618  14,765 

Medina 24,441  18,352 

Meigs 17,971  11,462 

Mercer 7.712  8,277 

Miami 24,996  19,688 
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^^T^tlWi  1850. 

Monroe 28,351  18,621 

Montgomery 3^,219  31,938 

Morgan 28,685  20,862 

Morrow 20,280  new  co. 

Maskingam 45,049  38,749 

Ottawa 3,308  2,248 

Paulding 1,766  1,034 

Perry 20,776  19,344 

Pickaway   21,008  19.726 

Pike 10,963  7,626 

Portage 24,4 1 9  22,966 

Preble 21,736  19,482 

Putnam 7,221  6,189 

Richland 30,879  44,632 

Ross 32,074  27,460 

Sandusky 14,305  10,182 

Scioto    18,428  11,192 

Seneca 27,106  18,128 

Shelby 13,958  12,154 

Stark 39,878  34,603 

Summit 27,485  22,560 

Trumbull 30,490  38,107 

Tuscarawas 31,761  25,631 

Union 12,204  8,422 

Van  Wert 4,813  1,577 

Vinton 9,353  new  co. 

Warren 26,561  23,141 

Washington 29,540  20,823 

Wavne • 32,981  35,808 

Williams 8,018  4,465 

Wood 9,157  6,357 

Wyandott 11,292  new  co. 

ToUl 1,980,408  1,519,467 

MICHIGAN. 
Area,  66,243  sq.  miles,  or  36,996,520  acres. 

Allegan 6.126  1,783 

Barry 6,072  1,078 

Bcrnen 11,417  6,011 

Branch 12,472  6,716 

Calhoun 19,162  10,599 

Cass ^ 10,907  6,710 

Chippewa 898  634 

Clinton 5,102  1,614 

Eaton 7,058  2,379 

Genesee 12,031  4,268 

Hillsdale   16,159  7,240 

Houghton 708  new  co. 

Huron 210  new  co. 

Ingham 8,631  2,498 

Ionia 7,597  1,923 

Jackson 19,431  13,130 

Kalamazoo 13,179  7,380 

Kent 12,016  2,687 

Lapeer 7,029  4,265 

Lenawee 26,372  17,889 

Livingston 13,485  7,430 

Macomb   15,530  923 

Marquette 136  new  co. 

Michilimackinac 3,698  9,716 

Mason 93  new  co. 

Midland ..,.        65  new  co. 

Montcalm 891  newco. 


1860.  1840. 

Monroe 14,698  9»9-22 

Newaygo 610  new  oo. 

Oakland 31,270  23,646 

Oceana ^     300  203 

Ontonagon 389  new  oo. 

Ottawa 5,587  496 

Saginaw 2,609  2,103 

Sanilac 2,112  newco. 

St.  Clair 10,420  4,606 

St.  Joseph 12,726  7,063 

Schoolcraft 16  newco. 

Shiawassee 6,230  2,103 

Tuscola 291  newco. 

VanBuren 6,800  1,910 

Washtenaw «8,567  23,571 

Wayne 42,756  24,173 

Total   397,654  212,276 

INDIANA. 
Area,  33,809  sq.  miles,  or  21,637,760  acres. 

Adams 6,797  2,264 

Allen 16,919  5,942 

Bartholomew 12,428  10,046 

Benton 1,144  newco. 

Blackford 2,860  1,226 

Boone 11,631  8,121 

Browne 4,846  2,364 

Carroll 11,015  7,819 

Cass 11,021  6.480 

Clark 15,828  15,595 

Clay 7,944  5,567 

Clinton 11,869  7,508 

Crawford 6,524  5,2^ 

Daviess 10,352  6,720 

Dearborn 20,166  19,327 

Decatur 15,107  12,171 

DeKalb 8,251  1,968 

Delaware 10,843  8,843 

Dubois 6,321  3,632 

Elkhart 12,690  6,660 

Fayette 10,217  9,837 

Floyd 14,875  9,454 

Fountain 13,263  11,218 

Franklin 17,968  13,349 

Fulton 6,982  1,993 

Gibson 10,771  8,977 

Grant 11,092  4,875 

Greene 12,313  8,321 

Hamilton 12,684  9,855 

Hancock 9,698  7,538 

Harrison 15,286  12,459 

Hendricks 14,083  11,264 

Henry 17,605  15,128 

Howard 6,667  new  co. 

Huntington 7,850  1,579 

Jackson 11,047  8,961 

Jasper 3,540  1,267 

Jay 7,047  3,863 

Jefferson 23,916  16,614 

Jennings 12,096  8,829 

Johnson 12J01  9,352 

Knox 11,084  10,657 

Kosciusko . . .  J^^]^^k  m .  .10,243  4,170 
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GoimtiM.                                1850.  ia40. 

X^a  Grange 8,387  3,664 

I-ake 3,991  1,468 

I-a  Porte 12,146  8,184 

I-.awrence 12,097  11,782 

JVIadison 12,375  8,874 

jVIarion 24,013  16,080 

IVlarshall   5,348  1,651 

jMartin 6,941  3,875 

^fiami 11,304  3,048 

INlonroe 11,286  10,143 

^lontgomery 18,084  14,438 

Rlorgan 14,576  10,741 

INoble 7,946  2,702 

Ohio 5,308  new  co. 

Orange 10,809  9,602 

Owen 12,106  8,359 

I*arke 14,968  13,499 

Perry 7,268  4,655 

Pike 7,720  4,769 

Porter 6,234  2,162 

Posey 12,549  9,683 

Pulaski. .^ 2,595  561 

Putnam 18,615  16,843 

Randolph 14,726  10,684 

Ripley 14,820  10,392 

Rush 16,445  16,456 

Scott 6,885  4,242 

Shelby 15,502  12,005 

Spencer 8,616  6,305 

Stark 557  149 

Steuben 6,104  2,578 

St.  Joseph 10,954  ^    6,425 

Sullivan 10,141  8,315 

Switzerland 12,932  9,920 

Tippecanoe 19,377  13,724 

Tipton 3,632  new  co. 

Union .-..,  6,944  8,017 

Vanderburg 1 1,414  6,250 

Vermillion 8,661  8,274 

Vigo 12,289  12,076 

Wabash 12,138  2,756 

Warren   7,387  6,656 

Warwick 8,811  6,321 

Washington 17,040  15,265 

Wayne 25,320  23,290 

Wells 6,152  1,822 

White 4,761  1,832 

Whitly 5,190  1,237 

Total 988,416  685,866 


ILLINOIS. 
Area,  56,406  sq.  miles,  or  36,459,200  acres. 

Adams 26,508  14,476 

Alexander 2,484  3,313 

Bond 6,144  5,060 

Boone 7,626  1,705 

Brown 7,198  4,183 

Bureau 8,841  3,067 

Calhoun 3,231  1,741 

Carroll  -. 4,586  1,023 

Cass 7,253  2,981 

Champaigne 2,649  1,476 

Christian 3,202  1,878 


Ooontiflt.                                1850.  1840. 

Clark 9,532  7,453 

Clay 4,289  3,228 

Clinton 5,139  3,718 

Coles 9,335  9,616 

Cook 43,385  10,201 

Cra\vford 7,136  4,422 

Cumberland 3,720  new  co. 

DeKalb 7,540  1,697 

DeWitt 6,002  3,247 

DuPage 9,290  3,535 

Edgar 10,692  8,226 

Edwards 3,524  3,070 

Effingham 3,799  1,676 

Fayette 8,075  6,328 

Franklin 6,681  3,682 

Fulton  A 22,508  13,142 

Gallatin 6,448  10,760 

Green 12,429  11,951 

Grundy ^,023  new  co. 

Hamilton 6,362  3,946 

Hancock 14,652  9,946 

Hardin 2,837  1,378 

Henderson 4,612  new  co. 

Henry 3,807  1,260 

Iroquois 4,149  1,696 

Jackson 6,862  3,566 

Jasper 3,220  1,472 

Jefferson 8,109  5,762 

Jersey   7,354  4,536 

Jo  Daviess 18,604  6,180 

Johnson 4,113  3,626 

Kane 16,703  6,501 

Kendall 7,730  new  co. 

Knox 13,279  7,060 

Lake 14,226  2,634 

La  Salle  17,816  9,348 

Lawrence 6,121  7,092 

Lee 6,292  2,036 

Livingston 1,662  759 

Logan 6,128  2,333 

Macon 3,988  3,039 

Macoupin 12,366  7,826 

M*Lean 10,163  6,566 

M*Donongh 7,616  5,308 

M'Henry 14,979  2,578 

Madison 20,436  14,433 

Marion 6,720  4,742 

Marshall 6,180  1,849 

Mason 6,921  new  co. 

Massac 4,092  new  co. 

Menard 6,349  4,431 

Mercer 6,246  2,352 

Montgomery 6,276  4,490 

Monroe 7,679  4,481 

Moultrie 3,234  new  co. 

Morgan 16,064  19,649 

Ogle 10,020  3,479 

Peoria  17,547  6,153 

Perry 6,278  3,222 

Piatt 1,606  new  CO. 

Pike 18,819  11,728 

Pope 3,975  4,094 

Pulaski 2,265  newco. 

Putnam 3,924  2,131 

Randolph 11«079  7,944 
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OouitiM.                               1860.  1840. 

Richland 4,012  new  co. 

Rock  Island. « 6,937  2,610 

Saline 5,688  sewco. 

Sangamon .19,228  14,716 

Scott 7,9U  6,215 

Schuyler 10,673  6,972 

Shelby 7,807  6,659 

Stark 3,710  1,673 

St.  Clair 20,181  13,631 

Stevenson 11,666  2,809 

Tazewell 12,052  7.221 

Union 7,615  5,524 

Vermillion  , 11,492  9,303 

Wabash 4,690  4.240 

Warren 8,176  6,739 

Washington 6,953  4,810 

Wayne 6,825  5,133 

White 8,925  7,919 

Whitesides 5,361  2,514 

Will 16,703  10,167 

Williamson 7,216  4,457 

Wlnnebaffo 11,773  4,609 

Woodford b 4,416  new  co. 

Total  -... 861,470  476,183 

IOWA. 
Area,  50,914  sq.  miles,  or  32,584,960  acres. 

Allamakee 777  new  co. 

Appanoose 3,131  new  co. 

Benton 672  new  co. 

Black  Hawk 135  new  co. 

Boone 736  new  co. 

Bachanan • 517  new  co. 

Cedar 3,941  1,253 

Clark 79  new  co. 

Clayton 3,873  1,101 

Clinton - 2,822  821 

Dallas « 854  new  co. 

Davis • 7,264  new  co. 

Decatur • 965  newco. 

Delaware 1,759  168 

DesMoines 12,987  5,675 

Dubuque 10,841  3,059 

Fayette 825  newco. 

Fremont   1,244  new  co. 

Henry 8,707  3,772 

Iowa 822  newco. 

Jackson 7,210  1,411 

Jasper 1,280  newco. 

Jefferson 9,904  2,773 

Johnson 4,472  1,491 

Jones 3,007  471 

Keokuk 4,822  newco. 

Lee  18,860  6,093 

Linn 5,444  1,373 

Louisa 4,939  1,927 

Lucas 471  newco. 

Madison 1,179  new  co. 

Mahaska 5,989  new  co. 

Marion 5,482  newco. 

Marshall 338  newco. 

Monroe 2,884  newco. 

Muscatine 5,731  1,942 


Onmtiaa.  1860.     M 

Page 551  nevca 

Polk 4,515  newea 

Pottawatomie 7,828  newca 

Poweshiek 615  neTo> 

Scott 5,986  2,14; 

Tama 8  Devca. 

Taylor 204  aevcc 

VanBuren 12,270  m 

Wapello 8,471  newca 

•Warren 961  ntwt\ 

Washington 4,957  IM 

Wayne 340  newco. 

Winneshiek 546  oewox 

Total 192,214      43.i:i 

WISCONSIN. 
Area,  53,924  sq.  miles,  or  34,51 1,360  aa& 

Adams 187  newK, 

Brown 6,212  m 

Calumet 1,743  '2^ 

Chippewa •.     614  newco. 

Columbia 9,565  newcg. 

Crawford 2,498  \^^ 

Dane 16,641  3.1U 

Dodge 19,138  t: 

Fond  du  Lac 14,468  133 

Grant i 16,170  3.9^ 

Greene 8,563  9^' 

Iowa 9,530  3.9:- 

Jefferson ...16,317  91* 

Kenosha 10,732  newco. 

Lafayette 11,541  newca 

LaPointe 489  new» 

Marquette.. 8,642  1^ 

Marathon 508  newco. 

Milwaukee 31,077  5.^^ 

Manitouwoc 3,702  2^ 

Portage 1,250  l^iS 

Racine 14,973  Ul^ 

Richland 903  new^ 

Rock 20.708  I'fl! 

Sauk 4,371  f 

Sheboygan 8,378  13^ 

St.CiiU 624  f 

Walworth 17,861  2,6h 

Washington 19,484  ^ 

Waukesha 19,174  new(» 

Winnebago 10,125  J* 

Total 305,191      30,945 

MISSOURI. 
Area,  67,380  sq.  miles,  or  43,123,200  acr» 

Adair 2,342     j;^^ 

Andrew 9,433  w*^ 

Atchison 1,678  new^. 

Audrain ^^^06  ne^co, 

Barry 3,467       ^^^ 

Batei..; 3,669  new^ 

Benton MlJ      .^ 

Boone 'r>""^^'^ll      6^ 

Buchanan  B^rtiM*^Wl^--l?'^;i  ,.-,'co. 
Butler Ii6l6  Bewc* 
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nmtlM.  1850. 

ildwell 2,316 

illaway 13»827 

imden 2,338 

ipe  Giradeaa 13,912 

irroll 6,441 

ass 6,090 

sdar 3,361 

bariton 7,514 

larke 5,527 

lay 10,332 

linton  ..i 3,786 

ole 6,696 

ooper 12,950 

rawford  ....* 6,397 

ade 4,246 

alias 3,648 

•aviess 5,298 

►e  Kalb 2,075 

>odge 353 

Dunklin 1,229 

ranklin 11,021 

asconade 4,996 

entry 4,248 

reene  ...*..* 13,785 

rrundy 3,006 

[arrison 2,447 

lenry 4,052 

lickory 2,329 

lolt 3,957 

loward 13,969 

ackson 14,000 

asper 4,223 

erterson..-- 6,928 

ohnson < 7,464 

Cnox 2,894 

-laclede 2,498 

jafayette 13,690 

-lawrence...... 4,859 

^ewis 6,578 

-.incoln 9,421 

-linn 4,058 

liivingston 4,247 

^lacon 6,565 

Vladison 6,003 

Vlarion 12,230 

VlacdoQald 2,236 

Vlercer^ 2,691 

Miller 3,834 

Mississippi 3,123 

iMoDiteau 6,004 

Monroe .10,541 

Montgomery... 5,489 

Morgan 4,650 

New  Madrid 5,541 

Newton 4,268 

Nodaway 2,118 

Oregon..: 1,432 

Osage 6,704 

Ozark 2,294 

Periy 7,215 

Pettis 5,150 

Pike 13,609 

Platte 16,846 

Polk 6,186 

Pnlaaki 3,998 


1,458 
11,765 

new  CO. 
9,359 
2,428 
4,693 

new  CO. 
4,746 
2,846 
8,282 
2,724 
9,286 
10,484 
3,561 

new  CO. 

new  CO. 
2,736 

new  CO. 

new  CO. 

new  CO, 
7,515 
5,330 

new  CO. 
6,372 

new  CO. 

new  CO. 
4,726 

new  CO. 

new  CO. 
13,108 
7.612 

new  CO. 
4,296 
4,471 

new  CO. 

new  CO. 
6,815 

new  CO. 
6,040 
7,449 
2,245 
4,325 
6,034 
3,395 
9,623 

new  CO. 

new  CO. 
2,282 

new  CO. 

new  CO. 
9,505 
4,371 
4,407 
4,554 
3,790 

new  CO. 

new  CO. 

new  CO. 

new  CO. 
6,760 
2,930 
10,646 
8,913 
8,449 
6,^29 


CouLtiM.  1860. 

Putnam ....1,657  new  co. 

Rolls 6,151  6,670 

Randolph 9,439  7,198 

Ray 10,373  6,663 

Reynolds 1,849  new  co. 

Ripley 2,830  2,356 

Saline 8,843  6,258 

Schuyler 3,287  new  co. 

Scotland 3,782  new  co. 

Scott 3,182  5,974 

Shannon 1,199  new  co. 

Shelby 4,253  3,056 

St.  Charles 11,454  7,011 

St.  Clair 3,556  new  co. 

St.  Genevieve 6,313  3,148 

St.  Francois 4,964  3,211 

St.  Louis 104,978  35,979 

Stoddard   4,277  3,163 

Sullivan 2,983  newco. 

Taney 4,373  3,264 

Texas 2,312  newco. 

Warren 6,860  4,263 

Washington 8,811  7,213 

Wayne 4,518  3,403 

Wright 3,387  newco. 

Total 682,043  383,702 

ARKANSAS. 
Area,  62,198  sq.  miles,  or  36,406,720  acred. 

Arkansas 3,245  1,346 

Ashley....- 2,058  newco. 

Benton 3,710  2,228 

Bradley ; 3,829  newco. 

Conway * 3,583  2,892 

Crittenden 2,648  1,561 

Chicot 6,115  3,806 

Clark 3,995  2,309 

Crawford 7,960  4,266 

Carroll 4,614  2,844 

Dallas.. «..' 6,877  newco. 

Desha 2,900  1,698 

Drew 3,276  newco. 

Fulton 1,819  newco. 

Franklin  3,929  2,665 

Greene a,693  1,586 

Hempstead  7,672  4,921 

Hot  Springs 3,609  1,907 

Independence 7,767  3,669 

Izard 3,213  2,244 

Jackson 3,086  1,540 

Jefferson 6,834  2,666 

Johnson   6,227  3,433 

Lawrence 6,274  2,835 

Lafayette 6,220  2,200 

Madison 4,823  2,776 

Marion 2,302  1,326 

Mississippi 2,368  1,410 

Monroe 2,049  936 

Montgomery 1,968  newco. 

Newton 1,768  newco. 

Perry 978  newco. 

Phillips....- 6,935  3.647 

Pike 1,861  969 
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Coimtlai.  1860. 

Poinsett 2,308 

Polk 1,263 

Pope    4,710 

Puiaeki 5,658 

Prairie 2,097 

Randolph 3,275 

Sabine 3,901 

Scott 3,083 

Searcy 1,979 

Sevier 4,240 

St.  Francis 4,479 

Union 10,298 

VanBuren 2,864 

Wachita 9,591 

Washington . .  .9,849 

White 2,619 

Yell 3,341 


1840. 

1,320 

new  CO 
2,850 
5,350 

new  CO 
2,196 
2,061 
1,694 
936 
2,810 
2,499 
2,889 
1,518 

new  CO 

7,148 

929 

new  CO 


Total 209,639  97,574 

TEXAS. 
Area»  228,000  square  milet^  or 

142,720,000  aerea 
OonntiM.  1860. 

Anderson 2,884 

Angelina 1,165 

Austin 3,841 

Bestrop 3,099 

Bexar 6,052 

Bowie 2,912 

Brazoria 4,841 

Brazos 614 

Burleson 1,713 

Caldwell 1,329 

Calhoun 1,110 

Cameron   •?     a  c^ai 

Star  and  Webb  .  $    ®'^^^ 

Cass ;4,991 

Cherokee 6,673 

Collin  1,959 

Colorado 2,257 

Comal 1,723 

Cook 220 

Dallas 2,743 

Denton 641 

De  Witt 1,716 

Fannin  3,788 

Fayette 3,756 

Fort  Bend I . .  .2,533 

Galveston 4,529 

Gillespie 1,240 

Goliad 648 

Gonzales 1,492 

Grayson 2,008 

Grimes 4,008 

Guadalupe 1,51 1 

Harris 4,668 

Harrison 11,822 

Hays 387 

Henderson 1,237 

Hopkins .^..,%623 


Ooontiflt.  1860. 

Houston 2,727 

Hunt 1,520 

Jackson 996 

Jasper 1.767 

JeOerson 1,836 

Kaufman 1,047 

Lamar 3,978 

Lavacca 1,571 

Leon 1,946 

Liberty 2,522 

Limestone 2,608 

Matagorda 2,124 

Medina 909 

Milan 2,907 

Montgomery 2,384 

Nacogdoches 5,193 

Navarro 3,843 

Newton  1,689 

Nueces 698 

Panola 3,871 

Polk  2,349 

Red  River 3,906 

Refugio 288 

Robertson 934 

Rusk 8,148 

Sabine 2,498 

San  Augustine 3,647 

San  Patricio 200 

Shelby 4,239 

Smith 4,292 

Titus 3,636 

Travis 3,133 

Tyler  1,894 

Upshur  ...: 3,394 

VanZant 1,348 

Victoria 2,019 

Walker 3,964 

Washington 5,983 

Wharton 1,752 

Williamson 1,568 


Total 212,592 

CALIFORNIA.* 

Area,  188,981  square  milea^  or 

120,947,840  acres. 

Butte 4,786 

Calaveras 16,884 

Contra  Costa 722 

Colusi 115 

El  Dorado 20,785 

Los  Angeles 

Marin 323 

Mariposa   4,400 

Menaocino 56 

Monterey 1,872 

Napa 414 

Sacramento 11,000 

San  Diego 

*  The  popQlatloB  ofthta  atato  ItMtr- 
\j  doable  Um  number  retaraed  by  the 
imrihel 


OoantlflB. 
San  Franciflco.... 

San  Joaquin 

San  Luis  Obispo . 
Santa  Barbara..., 

Santa  Clara 

Santa  Cruz , 

Shaste 

Solano , 

Sonoma 

Sutter 

Trinity  - 

Tuolumne 

Yolo 

Yuba 


Total. 


..ii:^ 


OREGON. 
Area,  S41,468  iqture  t[^.  : 
218,636,820  iere& 

Benton "1* 

Clackamas 

Clark ^^ 

Clatsop »;"- 

Linn -^ 

Lewis 

Marion -'•'- 

Polk  ^^ 

Washington i- 

Yam  mi 1^-^ 


Total. 


..13.3J 


NEW  MEXICO. 
Area,  210,744  aqoaw  m^a  « 
184.8^«.lW»ff»^.., 

Bemarlillo "" 

Rio  Ariba 1'  ; 

Santa  Anna };^; 

Santa  Fe  "^'ij 

San  Miguel "., 

Taos..: ^  . 

Valencia ^^  " 


Total. 


,M' 


MINNESOTA. 
Area,  88,000  tf^nm  *  * 
68,m000aff«      . 

Benton ,^ 

Dskotah :, 

Itaska ^^ 

Mahkatah ^.^ 

Pembina ^'.^ 

Ramsay "^Is 

Wabashaw J^j 

Wahnabta  ^ 

Washington  ....•—^ 


Total. 


..6.077 
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